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CHAPTER   THE  THIRTY  -  SECOND : 
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dons  motion. —  Proceedings  in  the  commit  fee 
on  thejlate  of  the  nation. — Fox's  motion  that 
no  7)iore  troops  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdom.  ^^ 
Similar  motion  by  th6  duke  of  Richmond.  — 
Burkes  motion  on  the^mployment  offavages, 
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CHAP,  ^HE  king,  in  his  fpeechfroirj  the  throne,  de- 
XXXII.      1    clarccl  his  iiit^isfaotinn  in  havinq;  recourfe 
1777,     to  the  uifdom  and  fupport  of  the  legiflature, 
aoih  Nov.  at  a  cor\juncture  when  .the   continuance  of  re- 
pariia-^      bcHion  demanded  moft  fcrious  attention.     lie 
mem.        Jjad  faitlifully  employed  the  powers  entruftcd 
to  him  for  the  fupprcflion  of  this  revolt,  and 
liad  jiift  confidence  in  the  conduct  and  courage 
of  his  oiiiccrs;  but  it  M'ould  be   necefliiry  to 
prepare    for  fucli    further    operations   as   the 
contingencies  of   war,  and  obftinacy   of  the 
rebels,  might  render  expedient.  Foreign  powers^ 
liad  given  Itrong  alVurances  of  pacific  dffpofi- 
tions ;  but  the  armaments  of  France  and  Spain 
ftill  continuing,  he  had  confiderably  augment- 
ed tlie  naval  force  ;  l)eing  firmly  determTued 
never  to  difturb  the  peace  of  Europe,  though 
he. would  faithfully  guard  the  hoiu>urofthe 
Britilh  crown.     He  ftill  hoped  the  deluded  and 
unhappy  multitude  of  America  would  return  to 
tJieiraUegiance ;  and  that  remembrance  of  what 
they  once  enjoyed,   regret  for  what  they  had 
loft,  an^  f^liiig^  ^f  '^viial  they  fufitrcd,  under 
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the  arbitrary  tyranny  of  their  leaders,  would  chap, 
re-kindle  in  their  hearts  a  fpirit  of  loyalty  to   xxxii. 
their  fovcreign,   and  of  attachment  to  their  ^77. 
mother-country :  and  that  they  would  enable 
him,  with  the  concurrence  and  fupport  of  par* 
liament,  to  accomplifli,  what  he  ihould  con* 
fider  the  greateft  happinefs  of  his  life,  and  the 
greateft  glory  of  his  reisfn,  the  feftoration  of 
peace,  oitler,  and  confidence  to  the  American 
colonies. 

The   earl  of   Coventry,    pronouncing  the  l>eb3teoit 
independence  of  America,   the  fall  of  Great  IJJVeS 
Britain,  and  the  transfer  of  the  feat  of  empire  of  lord*. 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  to  be  no  lefs 
certain  than  the  growth  of  herbage,  'or  the 
afcent  of  flame,  refifted  the  addrefs,  advifing 
the  houfe  to  feek  a  temporary  4>refervation  by 
making  a  virtue  of  neceffity,  withdrawing  the 
fleets  and  arn^ies,  and  declaring  America  indc'* 
pendent. 

Such  fuggeftions^  inforced  by  fuch  argu-  Amend- 
ments, could  have  made  no  imprdlion;  but  '^^u'T.^* 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  was  powerfully  ex-  chaiam. 
cited  by  a  motion  of  amendment  from  lord 
Chatham,  defiring  the  king  to  take  the  mofl 
fpeedy  meafures  for  reftoring  peace,  lie  ex- 
prefled  the  ftrongeft  difapprobation  of  tlie  ad- 
drefs, and  the  fatal  meafures  which  it  approved. 
The  prefent  was  a  perilous  and  tremendous 
moment !  It  was  not  a  time  for  adulation ; 
the  fmoothnefs  of  flattery  could  not  avail, 
could  not  fave  us  in  this  awful  and  rugged 
crifis :  it  was  necelfary  to  inftru6t  the  tlirone 
in  the  language  of  truthi  Parliament  mutt 
diffpel  the  milts  of  delufion,  and  difplay,  in 
its  full  danger  and  true  colours,  the  ruin 
brought  to  their  doors.  It  was  cuftomary  for 
the  king,  on  limilar  occafions,  not  to  lead,  but 
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CHAP,  to  be  guided  by  parliament;  to  aflc  advicci 
^^-  and  not  di6late  to  the  hereditary  great  conn- 
1777.  cil  of  the  nation.  As  it  was  the  right  of  parlia* 
ment  to  give,  fo  it  was  the  duty  of  the  crAwn, 
to  aik,  counfel.  But  thisfpeech  tells  of  mea- 
fures  already  agreed  on,  and  cavalierly  defires 
concunence.  It  talks  of  wifdom  and  fupport ; 
counts  on  the  certainty  of  events  yet  in  the 
womb  of  time;  but  in  plan  and  defign  is  pe- 
remptory and  diflatorial.  "  Is  this,"  lie  ex- 
claimed, "proper  language?  Is  it  fit  to  be 
endured  ?  Is  this  high  preteiifiou  to  over- 
rule the  difpofitions  of  Providence  itfelf, 
and  the  will  and  judgment  of  parliament,  juf* 
tified  by  any  former  conduct  or  precedent 
predi6J;ion?  No;  it  is  the  language  of  an  ill- 
founded  confidence;  a  confidence  fupported 
hitherto  only  by  a  fuccelTion  of  difappoint- 
ments,  difgraces,  and  defeats.  I  am  aftonifhed 
how  any  minifter  dare  advife  his  majefty  to 
hold  fuch  language ;  I  would  be  glad  to  fee  the 
minifter  that  dare  avow  it  in  his  place.  What 
is  the  import  of  this  extraordinary  applica- 
tion, but  an  unlimited  confidence  in  thofe  who 
have  hitherto  mifguided,  deceived,  and  mifled 
you  ?  It  is  unlimited ;  defires  you  to  grant, 
not  what  you  may  be  fatisfied  is  neccflary,  but 
what  his  majefty 's  minifters  may  chufe  to  think 
fo:  ti'oop^  fieetS)  treaties,  and  fubfidies,  not 
yet  revealed. 

"  Can  the  minifter  of  the  day  expeft,  can 
V  parliament  be  thus  deluded  to  give,  unlimited 
credit  and  fupport  for  fteady  perfcverance  in 
meafures,  which  have  reduced  tliis  late  flourifii* 
ing  empire  to  ruin  and  contempt !  *  But  yefter- 
day,  and  England  might  have  ftood  againft 
the  world ;  now  none  fo  poor  to  do  her  re- 
verence.'   The  word  of  a  poet  are  not  fiftion  i 
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His  a  ibameful  truth,  that  not  alone  the  power  CR  af« 
and  ftrength  of  the  countrj-  are  wafting  and  ^^ 
expiring,  but  her  well-earned  glories,  her  true  »77i« 
honour,  and  fubftantial  dignity,  are  facrificed. 
France  has  infulted  you  ;  Ihe  has  encouraged 
and  fuftained  America:  and  whether  America 
be  wrong  or  right,  we  ought  to  fpurn  at  tlie 
officious  infiilt  of  French  interference.  The 
miniiiers  and  embafladors  of  thofe  who  are 
called  rebels  and  enemies,  are  in  Paris:  in 
Paris  they  tranfaft  the  reciprocal  interefts  of 
America  and  France,  Can  there  be  a  more 
mortifying  infult?  Can  even  our  minifterat^ 
fuftain  a  more  humiliating  difgrace?  Dare 
they  refent  it?  Do  tliey  prefume  even  to 
hint  a  vindication  of  their  honour  and  tlie 
dignity  of  tlie  ftate,  by  requiring  the  difmiflal 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  America  ?  Such 
is  the  degr^dation  to  which  they  have  reduced 
the  glories  of  England,  who>  but  yciterday, 
gave  JaM'  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 
-  "  No  man  thinks  more  highly  than  I  of 
the  virtues  and  valour  of  Britifli  troops :  I  know^ 
they  can  achieve  a:iy  thing,  except  ipipolTibin 
lities;  and  the  conqueft  of  Eiigliih  America 
is  an  impoflibility.  You  cannot,  I  venture  ta 
fay  it,  you  cannot  conquer  America.  What 
is  your  prefent  fituation  there  ?  wt>  do  not 
know  the  worft ;  but  we  know  that  in  three 
campaigns  we  have  doue  nothing,  and  fuffered 
much.  Conqueft  is  impoilible:  you  may  fweU 
rv'eiy  expence,  and  every  effort  ftill  more  ex- 
travagantly ;  pile  and  accum\iUtc  every  ailiilr 
ance  you  can  buy  or  borrQw  ;  XxsjXic  and  barter 
with  "every  little  pitiful  German  prinCe^  that 
fells  his  fuhjects  to  foreign  ihambles ;  you^ 
ellbrts  aic  fur  ever  vain  and  iinpotent;  cbubljt* 
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CHAR  fo  from  this  TOcrcenary  aid  on  which  you  rely; 
.£PiIf'  for  it  irritates,  to  an  incurable  refentment,  the 
*  JT77*  minds  of  your  enemies.  To  over-rmi  them 
with  the  mercenary  fons  of  rapine  and  plunder; 
devoting  them  and  their  poffeffions,  to  the  ra- 
pacity of  hireling  cruelty  !  If  I  were  aft 
American,  as  I  am  an  Engliihman,  while  a 
foreign  troop  was  landed  in  my  country,  I 
never  would  lay  down  my  arms ;  never ;  never; 
never ! 

"  But  who  is  the  man  that  has  dared  to 
authorize  and  aflbciate  to  our  arms,  the  toma* 
hawk  and  fcalping-knife  of  the  favage  ?  To 
call  into  civil  alliance,  the  wild  and  inhuman 
favage  of  the  woods;. to  delegate  to  the  mer- 
cilefs  Indians,  the  defence  of  difputed  rights ; 
and  to  wage  the  horrors  of  his  barbarous  war 
againft  our  brethien?  Thefe  enormities  cry 
aloud  for  redrefs  and  puniiliment;  and,  unlets 
done  away,  will  leave  an  indelible  flain  on 
the  national  honour-  The  ftrength  and  chai-ac* 
ter  of  our  army  are  impaired;  infefted  by  Ger- 
man allies,  with  the  mercenary  fpirit  of  rob- 
bery and  rapine,  familiarized  to  horrid  fcenes 
of  favage  cruelty,  it  can  no  longer  boaft  the 
noble  and  generous  principles  which  dignify 
afoldier;  no  loneer  fynipathize  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  royal  banner,  nor  feel  "the  pride, 
pomp,  circumftance  of  glorious  Avar,  that 
jnake  ambition  virtue!''  What  makes  am^ 
bition  virtue?  the  fenfe  of  honour.  But  is 
the  fenfe  of  honour  confiftent  with  a  fpirit  of 
plunder,  or.  the  praftice  of  murder?  Befidcs 
thefe  murderers  and  plunderers,  let  me  afk  our 
jninifters,  what  other  allies  have  they  acquired? 
What  other. powers  have  they  affociated  to  their 
caufc?    Have  they  entered  into  alliance  with 
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the  Ving  of  the  gj^piies?  Nothing  id  too  low  cilAP. 
or  too  ludicrous  to  be  conliilent  with  their  /txxii. 
coanfeb." 

Lord  Chatham  then  explicitly  ftated  his 
repugnance  to  the  independence  of  America. 
He  would  fandton,  with  his  wanneft  wiflies, 
the  ftruggle  of  free  and  virtuous  patriots 
againft  arbitrary  exa&ions,  but  a  claim  of  in-* 
dependency,  and  total  difconncdion  from  Eng-» 
land,  as  an  Engliihman,  he  could  not  approve: 
it  was  incompatible  with  tlie  mutual  hap* 
pinefs  and  profperity  of  both.  America  derived 
affiftance  and  protedion  from  us ;  and  we  reap- 
ed from  her  the  moft  important  advantages  : 
ihe  was,  indeed,  the  fountain  of  our  wealth, 
the  nerve  of  our  ftrength,  the  nurfery  and 
bafis  of  our  naval  power.  "  It  is  our  duty 
therefore,"  he  faid,  "  moll  ferioufly  to  endea- 
vour the  recovery  of  thcfe  moft  beneficial  fub- 
jeds :  and  in  this  perilous  crifis  alone  can  we 
hope  for  fuccefs,  while  America  is  in  ill  humour 
with  France,  on  fome  points  that  have  not 
intirely  anfwered  her  expeclations.  Let  us 
wifely  take  advantage  of  the  moment :  the 
natural  difpofition  of  America  ftill  leans  towards 
England ;  to  the  old  habits  of  connedtion  and 
mutual  intereft  that  united  both  countries. 

"  1  MEAN  to  propofe  a  ceifation  of  hoftilities, 
as  the  firft  ftep  towards  fo  dcfirable  a  work. 
If  this  meafure  is  approved,  I  Ihall  fuggcft  a 
committee  to  confider  of  immediate  mcafurcs 
for  empowering  commiliioners  to  treat  on 
fpecitic  terms  :  and  if  America  ihould  prove 
deaf  to  all  reafonable  overtures,  in  m  hich  the 
prefervation  of  the  afl"  of  navigation  Ihould  be 
the  bafis,  then  it  will  remain  to  confider  the 
propercft  compulfory  meafures.  I  think  I  might 
fately  pledge  myfelf  that  fuch  an  ofiei*  would 
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CHAP,  not  fail  to  fucceed.  Faftion  reigns  in  fotne 
^^^llj  part  of  America,  and,  probably,  fome  whocom- 
1777.  pofe  that  faftion  would  not  fwerv^e  from  tlio 
claim  of  independency.  The  middle  colonies 
are  more  temperate,  and  they,  and  thofe  to  the 
fouthward,  if  they  had  the  fecurity  now  men- 
tioned, would  gladly  return  to  their  "former 
ftate.  It  may  be  objefted  that  no  fecurity  is 
offered  on  either  hand  for  performance  of  the 
ftipulatjons,  fliould  the  troops  be  withdrawn,  or 
the  levies  difbanded.  Security  is  to  be  obtained 
not  by  any  declarations  of  right  here,  or  aflfer-* 
tions  of  it  there,  but  barely  by  operative  afts 
here,  confented  to,  acknowledged,  and  ratified 
by  the  fe\^eral  affemblies  in  America,'* 

Lord   Chatham   denied    tlie  difpofitioa 
of  foreign  powers  to  be  pacific  and  friendly, 
drew  a  deplorable  piflure  of  the  weak  and  unr 
prepared  condition  of  the  country.     "  Not  five 
thoufand  troops  in  England  !    Hardly  three 
thoufand  in  Ireland  !  Scarcely  twenty  fliips  of 
the  line  fully  or  fufficiently  manned  for  any 
admiral  of  reputation  to  command.    The  river 
of  Liibon  in  poffeffion  of  our  enemies  !    The 
feas  fwept  by  American  privateers  :  our  chau-» 
nel  torn  to  pieces  by  them !  WeaknefB  at  home 
and    calamity   abroad,   terrified  and  infulted 
Vy  the  neighbouring  power*,    unable  to  aft 
jn  America,  or  afting  only  to  be  deftroyed  i 
Where  is  the  man,  with  the  forehead  to  pror 
mife  or  hope  for  fuccefs  in  fuch  a  fituation^ 
or,    from  perfeverance  in  the  meafures   that 
have  driven  us  to  it  ?  Who  has  the  forehead  to 
do  fo  r  Where  is  tbp  man  r    I  iliould  be  ghid 
to  fee  his  face. 

"  You  cannot  conciliate  America  by  your 
prefent  meafures ;  you  cannot  fubdue  Ker  by 
any  meafures.    What  then  can  you  do  ?    You 

cannot; 
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catitiot  conquer,  you  cannot  gain,  but  y<ju  can  chap. 
addrefs ;  you  can  luU  the  fears  and  anxieties  of  x^xii. 
liie  moment  into  an  ignorance  of  the  danger  ^77. 
that  ihould  produce  them.  But  the  time  de- 
mands the  language  of  tiuth;  we  mnU  not 
BOW  apply  the  flattering  unctioa  of  fcrvile 
compliance,  or  bUud  complailuuce.  To  fup- 
port  a  juit  and  neceiiary  war,  to  maintain  the 
rights  or  honour  of  my  country,  I  would  ft  rip 
the  ihirt  from  my  back  :  but  in  fuch  a  war  as 
this,  unjud  in  its  principle,  impra^icable  in  iU 
means,  and  ruinous  iu  its  confequeiicis,  I 
would  not  contribute  a  fingle  effort  nor  a  finyjtj 
ihilling.  I  do  not  call  for  vengeance  on  tlie 
heads  of  thofe  who  have  been  guilty.  I  only 
recommend  retreat ;  let  them  walk  off,  and  let 
them  make  hafte,  or  fpeedy  and  condign  pqnilh- 
ment  will  overtake  them.  We  have  been 
deceived  and  deluded  too  long;  but  let  us 
now  ftop  fliort :  this  is  the  crifis,  may  be  the 
only  crifis  of  time  and  fituation,  to  give  us  a 
pofiibility  of  efcape  from  the  fatal  cfFefts  of 
our  delufions.  Butif,  with  an  obftinateund  in« 
fatuated  perfeverance  in  folly,  we  meanly  echo 
back  tlie  peremptory  words  this  day  pri»lented 
to  us,  nothing  can  fave  this  devoted  country, 
from  complete  and  final  ruin.  We  madly  riilh 
into  multiplied  miferies,  and  *  confufion  worfo 
confounded'."  * 

A  LONG  and  vehement  debate  enfued  5  but 
the  exalted  character  of  the  fj>eakcr,  his  vene- 
rable age,  and  impreflive  dignity  of  manner, 
occafioncd  thofe  who  widely  diflentcd  from  his 
opinions,  to  treat  him  with  profound  and  flut- 
tering refpcel.     Lord  Sandwich,  exprcliing  all 

•  In  abridging  this  fpeech,  I  have  incorponitrd  tlic  report  pul)lli1)cti 
IP  ihc  parliarncntary  regiitcr,  with  ihac  prelcivcd  by  Hugh  Boy  J, 
Seebii  workS|  vol.  i.  p.  iSj. 
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CHAP,  thefe  ftntiments,  alTerted,  that  when  the  fnatter 
^xxn.  urged  by  lord  Chatham  Jhould  be  feparated 
1777'  from  his  manner  aitd*oratoincal  powers,  it  would 
be  found  to  contain  nothing  .that  could  in* 
fluence  the  houfe  to  rtfufe  the  addrefs.  He 
difplayed  the  ftate  of  the  navy  in  nioft  advan- 
tageous terms,  overbalanced  Britifli  loHes,  by 
Enumerating  captures  ivovn  the  enemy,  and 
contended,  that  ihould  Prance  and  Spain  cn-i 
tertain  hoftile  difpofitions,  the  Britifh  force 
^vas  far  fuperior  to  any  they,  could  mufter. 
France  did  not  uftbrd  unbounded  ailiftance  to 
the  Americans;  but,  in  compliance  with  remon* 
ihances  of  the  Engliih  court,  had  iflued  or- 
dinances forbidding  American  privateers  to 
enter  their  ports,  and  compelled  the  reftitulionr 
of  prizes.  Unjuftifiable  tranfa<itions  might 
have  taken  place,  but  the  time  was  not  yet 
conic  for  demanding  full  reparation.  He  rea- 
dily agreed  in  lord  Chatham's  hafis  of  conci- 
liation, the  fupremacy  of  the  niother-country, 
and  the  aft  of  navigation;  but  did  not  believe  his 
lordlhip's  mod  fanguineexpedations  amounted 
to  an  acquicfcence  in  them  :  the  majority  of 
thofe  who  would  vote  with  him,  would  not 
adopt  thofe  fentiments. 

The  aflertions  of  the  fufficiency  of  the  navy 
did  not  meet  with  implicit  beliefi  and  the  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty  was  cautioned,  that  he 
made  them  at  his  peril,  and  was  anfwerable  for 
their  truth.  Lord  Camden  analyzed  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  war,  declaring  that  if  hoftili* 
ties  were  profecuted  to  the  iliiie  of  this  alter* 
native,  lliall  America  be  fubdued,  or  iliall  Ihe 
render  herlclf  independent  r  he  iliould  favour 
indeficndencc,  becaufe  fuccefs  in  fuch  a  war 
would  not  only  fubjugate  America,  but  enflave 
England. 

In 
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In    this  difcuflion,  the   fupportere  of  the  chap. 
amendment  lliewed  fach  diveriities  of  opinion   ^^^t* 
among  themfelves,  as  rendered  the  'defence  of     mj. 
adminifiration  not  diiiicult.      Ref{)e6ting  the 
independence  of  America,  they  could  form  no 
common  principle  of  concord :  the  hopes  and 
terms   of  fubmiifion  were  equally  doubtful  ; 
tlie  profjjects  of  obedience,  and  limits  of  con* 
ceffion,  were  not  accurately  defined,  and  lord 
Chatham  was  fuccefsfully  alfailcd  on  the  dif- 
ference of  his  prefent  opinions,  from  thofe  he 
had    maintained,   in  the   lad  feilion,    on   the 
dignified  pofition  which  Great  Britain  ought 
to  aifume,  if  French  interference  m  ere  fo  much 
as  intimated. 

In  one  point,  the  lords  in  oppofition  were  in  Obfcm. 
perfeft  accord,  and  declaimed,  with  uniform  ^j°"*^ 
violence,    the    employment    of  fa\age.s,   and  employ. 
arming  flaves  aojainft  their  mailers.     The  duke  ^ent  of 
of  Richmond   %led  the   inhumanity  of  the  2[?5**^ 
war,    ihocking  beyond  defcription,   to  every 
feeling  of  a  chriftian  and  a  man ;  it  claimed 
the  vengeance  of  the  deity:  the  favages  would 
not  only  torture  and  kill,  but  literally  eat  their 
prifoners.     The  ferocity  and  licentioufnels  of 
foreign  and  Indian  auxiliaries,  M*ould  corrupt 
the  foldiers  of  Britain.     Such  an  army,  on  its 
return,  might  totally  fubveit  the  remains  of 
freedom.     If  difbanded,  the  foldici-s  Arould  be- 
come a  lawlefs  banditti ;    if  kept  together,  a 
moft  dangerous  weapon  in  the  hands  of  minif- 
ters,  who  had  ihewn  fo  little  regard  to  the 
rights  of  freemen. 

Lord  Chatham  approved  thefe  obfcrva-- 
tions.  ''  The  houle,  the  parliament,  the  nation, 
at  large,"  he  fiiid,  "  ought  to  have  the  oppor^ 
tunity  of  clearing  themfelves  of  that  heavj- 
load  of  black  and  bloody  imputed  guilt,  under 
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whicli  they  fuffcr.  I  pledge  myfelf  to  fet  on 
foot  an  enquiry  into  the  ftatc  of  the  nation ; 
and,  as  one  of  its  leading  qbjecis,  I  (hall  en- 
deavour to  difcover  who  were  the  authors  and 
advifers  of  letting  loofe  thofe  blood4K>unds 
and  hfll-hounds,  the  favagcs  of  America,  upon 
our  brethren.  I  hope  to  ih^mp  a  proper  mark 
both  on  the  illegality  and  inlmmanity  of  this 
fatanic  mcafure;  and,  I  truft,  I  iliall  have  the 
pious  affiftance  of  the  facred  bench,  a»d  the  no 
iefs  conOitutional  and  efficacious  aid  of  the 
fages  of  the  law,  to  drag  the  authors  into  broad 
day-light,  and  inflict  the  moft  exemplary  and 
condign  punifliment/* 

Lord  Suffolk  repeated,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans had  emilfaries  amongft  the  favages,  and 
would  gain  them  if  we  did  not;  and  it  was  per* 
fe6tly  jufiifiable,  in  fuch  a  uar,  to  ufe .every 
means  that  God  and  nature  had  put  into  our 
hands. 

*'  I  AM  aftoniflied,"  lord  Chatham  exclaimed, 
indignantly  rifmg,  "I  am  fliocked  to  hear  fuch 
principles  confelfed,  to  hear  them  avowed,  m 
this  houfe,  or  in  this  country  :.  principles  equaK 
ly  unconftitutional,  inhuman,  and  unchriftian  J 
My  lords,  I  did  not  intend  to  liave  encroached 
on  your  attention  ;  but  I  cannot  reprefs  my  in- 
dignation, I  feel  myfelf  impelled  by  eveiy  duty ; 
we  are  called  upon  as  members  of  this  houfe, 
as  men,  as  chriftian-men,  to  proteft  againftfuch 
notions  ftanding  near  the  throne,  polluting  the 
ear  of  majcfty.  ^Tlmt  God  and  nature  put  in  to, 
our  hands :'  I  know  not  what  ideas  that  lord 
may  entertain  of  God  and  nature,  but  1  know 
that  fuch  abominable  principles  are  eqnally 
abhorrent  to  religion  and  humanity.  What  { 
attribute  the  facred  fanftion  of  CTod  and  na-^ 
tur€  to  the  maliacres  of  the  Indian  fcalping 
'  '  knifC;^ 
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knife,  to  tlie  canuibal  favage,  torturiujj,  mur-  chap^ 
dering,  roafunH:,  and  eatiusj — literally,  my  ^^^j^^^ 
Jbrds,  eating  the  mangled  victims  of  his  bar-  ^777. 
barous  battles  !  Such  horrible  notions  diock 
eveiy  fentiment  of  honour;  lliev  ihock  me  as 
a  lover  of  honourable  war,  and  a  detcilcr  of 
smrderous  barbarity.  Thefe  abominable  prin* 
ciples,  and  this  more  abominable  avowal  of 
theip,  demand  the  moft  decifive  indignation. 
I  call  upon  the  right  reverend  bench,  ihote  holy 
fliinifters  of  the  gofpel,  and  pious  paftors^  of  our 
church  :  I  conjure  tliem  to  join  in  the  holy 
work,  and  vindicate  the  religion  of  tlieir  God : 
I  appeal  to  the  wifdom  and  the  law  of  this 
learned  bench,  to  defend  and  fupportthejuftice 
of  their  country.  I  call  upon  the  biihops  to 
interpofe  the  unfullied  fanflion  of  their  lawn  ; 
upon  the  learned  judges  to  interpofe  the  purity 
of  their  ennine,  to  fave  us  from  this  pollution  : 
I  call  upon  the  honour  of  your  lordiliips,  to 
reverence  the  dignity  of  your  anceftors,  and  to 
maintain  your  own :  I  call  upon  the  fpirit  and 
humanity  of  my  country,  to  vindicate  the  na- 
tional character :  I  invoke  the  genius  of  the  * 
conftitution  !  From  the  tapeftry  that  adorns 
thefe  walls,  the  immortal  ancellor  of  this  noble 
lord,  ^  frowns  with  indignation  at  the  difgrace 
of  his  country.  In  vain  he  led  your  vidorious 
fleets  againft  the  boafted  armada  of  Spain ;  in 
vain  he  defended  and  eftabliihed  the  honour, 
tlie  liberties,  the  religion,  the  Proteftant  rcligwm 
of  this  country,  agulnl't  the  arbitrary  cruelties 
of  Popery,  and  the  incjuilition :  if  thefe  more 
than  popiih  cruelties,  and  inquifitlonal  prac- 
tices, are  let  loofe  among  us ;  to  turn  fortli  into 

*  Liird  Effingham. — Lord  Effingham  Jlowurd  wis  lord  hi^h  aJ. 
mir^i  of  England  againft  the  Spai.ini  araiadnj  ihr  ieiliUifti^;!  of 
whsck  'a  reprei'tated  ut  the  tapefh  y. 

our 
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Chap,  our  feltlements,  among  our  ancient  conficc- 
XXXII.  tions,  Friends,  and  relations,  the  mercilefs  can* 
^^'Tju!  iiibal,  thirfting  for  the  blood  of  man,  woman, 
and  child  !  to  fend  forth  the  infidel  favage, 
againft  whom  ?  againft  your  Proteftant  breth- 
ren ;  to  lay  wafte  their  country,  to  defolate 
their  dMcllings,  and  extirpate  their  name  and 
race ;  with  thefe  horrible  hell-hounds  of  favage 
war  !  hell-hounds,  I  fay,  of  favage  war.  .Sf^aia 
araied  herfelf  with  blood-hounds  to  extirpate 
the  wretched  natives  of  America ;  and  we  im- 
prove on  the  inhuman  example  of  Spanifh 
cruelty ;  we  turn  loofe  thefe  favage  hell-hounda 
againft  our  brethren  and  countrymen  in  Ame- 
rica, of  the  fame  language,  laMs,  libertite,  and 
religion;  endeared  to  us  by  every  tie  that  could 
fan^lify  humanity.  This  awful  fubje6l,  fo  im- 
portant to  our  honour,  our  conftitution,  and  our 
religion,  demands  themoftfolemn  and  efFe6tual 
enquiry  :  and  I  again  call  upon  your  lordfhips, 
,  and  the  united  powers  of  the  ftate,  to  examine 
it  thoroughly  and  decifively,  and  to  ftamp  upon 
it  an  indelible  ftigma.of  public  abhorrence. 
And. I  again  implore  thofe  holy  prelates  of  our 
religion,  to  do  away  thofe  iniquities  from  among 
lis.  Let  them  perform  a  luitration, ;  let  them 
purify  this  houfe,  and  this  country,  from  this 
lin.  My  lords,  I  am  old  and  weak,  and  at  pre- 
fent  unable  to  fay  more:  but  my  feelings  and 
my  indignation  were  too  ftrong  to  have  faid  lefs ; 
I  could  not  have  (lept  this  night  in  my  bed,  nor 
repofed  my  liead  on  my  pillow,  without  giving 
this  vent  to  my  eternal  abhorrence  of  fuch  pre- 
polterous  .and  enormous  principles. "  * 

A  CONVERSATION  cufacd,  in.  which  it  was 
proved  by  the  avowal  of  lord  Townlhend  and 

«  From  Boyd'»  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  soj. 
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lord  Amlierft  that  Indians  were  employed   in  chap. 
llie  laft  war,  by  both  the  French  and  Enffliili ;   3^^* 
but  lord  Chatliam,  while  he  allowed  the  fad,      »777.. 
denied  that  the  nieafure  had   been  authorized 
by  adminiiUation. 

The  amendment  was  rejected/  and  a  Ihort  Am«id- 
lininiportant  proteft  was  iigned  by  only  two  ^laJu' 
peers. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons  the  addrefs  was  Debate m 
moved  by  lord  Hyde  and  feconded  by  Sir  Gil-  '^'J;^f 
bert  Elliot ;  the  amendment  by  the  marcjuis  of  mon^. 
Graiiby  and  lord  John  Cavendilh :  the  mem- 
bers of  oppofition  no  longer  perfevered  in  their 
feceffion,  but.the  debate  afforded  no  circnm- 
ftance  of  peculiarity  diftinguilhing  it  from  that 
in  the  upper  houfe.  • 

At  the  requeft  of  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  *'**'  ^^- 
houfe  of  lords  was  called  on  a  motion  for  a  oiTthlTiW 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  na-  ©t  the  na- 
tion.    In  fupport  ofthispropofition,  the  duke  IJ^nuS  by 
obferved,  that  all  military  events  miift  equally  thehouic 
contribute  to  render  a  termination  of  the  pre-  ®*  '°'^^** 
feat  ruinous  war  defirable.  Shbuld  brillant  fuc-  *^^^"- 
ccfles  annihilate  American  refi ftance,  we  muft 
ftill  be  forry.tofee  Engliilimen  under  the  edge 
of  the  fwordi  and  governed  by  military  power. 
Difgrace  would   only   confirm   the    frequent 
predidioRs,  that  to  reduce  America  by  force  of 
arms  was  impofTible ;  but  alternate  fiiilures  and 
indecifive  •focceffes  would   be  attended  with 
worfe  confequences,  by  tempting  further  trials, 
and  exhaufling  the  nation  fti.il  more  in  a  con  * 
teft  which,  from  the  nature  of  things,  could  not 
profper.  The  inquiry  would  be  extenfive;  it  in- 
cluded every  topic,  and  would  be  open  to  all. 
The  peculiar,  though  not  exclufive,  objects  in 
view  were  to  ftate  to  the  nation  the  ex  pence  of 

<  84  to  18.        *  The  dirifioir  waf  243  to  86. 
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CHAP,  btodd  and  trcafiirc  already  incurred;  toiilnuire^ 
^^*    into  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  the  Tnefiiiurcs' 
1777-     adopted  for  relloring  peace.     He  fixed  the  fe- 
^i^ild.     ^^^^^  ^*  February  for  the  difcullion,  atid  that 
fuflkient  information  might  beobtained,  moved* 
for  a  number  of  papers  relative  to  the  army, 
navy,    a^d   colonics,  to  which  tlic  duke    of 
Grafton  added  one  for  an  account  of  the  na- 
tionat  debt  during:  the  feven  preceding  years. 
Molt  of  thefc  motions  vere  granted-  without 
oppofition,  and  the  duke  of  Richmond  return- 
ed th^'in-ks  for  the  ready  compliance,  declaring'^ 
his  eagernefs  to  allow  merit  not  exceeded- by 
his  dctennination  to  exprefs  ceufure  when  in- 
formation was  withheld, 
similar  On  thc  famc  day  Fox  introduced  a  fonilar  ^ 

'^^"T  P^'^P^^**'^^^  pointing  to  the  fame  objefts.  Many 
iJ^c  ^  collateral  inquiries,  he  faid,  would  arife,  and  if 
^^^  itlhoukl  appear  that  the  nation  was  in  a  bad 
ftate,  aud  the  late  and  prefentmeafuresof  ad- 
miniftration  had  reduced  it  to  the  extremity  of 
which  lie  was  iipprehenfive,  a  new  fyftem  muft 
be  adopted,  and  new  minifters  appointed  ;  but 
if  the  contrary,  the  prefent  fyltem  Ihould  be 
continued,  and  th.e  prefent  minitters  remain  in 
power ;  foi-  none,  he  was  aflhred,  but  the  prefent 
minifters,  could  profecute  the  prefent  fyftem. 

TiiL  motion  for  a  committee  was  carried 
without  a  divifion  ;  but  lord  North  oppofed  a 
fubfeqiient  demand  for  papers,  alleging  the  im- 
propriety of  making  difcoveries  prejudicial  to 
ihe  true  interefts  of  the  country. 

Bu  iiKE  complimented  the  minifter's  candour 
and  gcnerofjty  in  agreeing  to  the  fn-ft  motion  ; 
b4it  compared  his  fubfcquent  conduct  to  that 
of  a  nran  who  executes  a  bond,  but  infeits  a 
detcazance  with  a  power  of  revocation,  retract- 
ing every  grant  he  had  made.  This  conduft 
7  reminded 
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reminded  Wm of  the  fituation  of  Sancho  Paiiza   cha^ 
in  the  goveniment  of  Barataria;  a  table,  plen-^    xxxu. 
tifuily  provided,  \v^s  placed  before  him,  but  on      ly??'* " 
various  pretences  every  diih  was  femoved,  and 
the  unfortunate  governor  obliged  to  difpenfe 
with  his  dinner. 

DuNNrxG  contended  in  favour  of  the  de- 
mand ;  and  the  attorney-general  was  anfwef- 
iug  his  arguments,  M'hen  intelligence  was  cir- 
culated in  a  whifper,  that  the  very  papers  in 
f  ueftion  were  granted  on  the  motion  of  th* 
duke  of  Richmond.  Thurlow  was  for  a  mo- 
ment difconcerted,  but  declared,  whatever 
might  be  the  conduft  of  minifters,  he,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  never  would  give  his  vote  for 
making  public  the  circumftances  ofancgotia* 
lion  during  its  progrefs. 

Lord  NoKTH,  lb me\vhat  irritated  ^t  a  tri-» 
umphant  laugh  which  prevailed  amfong  the 
members  of  oppofition,  faid,  *^  Whatever  ef-* 
f€&  the  anecdote  might  have  on  the  houfi^,  hdi 
fliould  adhere  to  his  former  opinion.  It^waM 
diforderly  to  mention  the  decifions  of  the  lonil 
in  order  to  influence  the  determination  of  the 
commons  ;  m  ho,  as  an  independent  body,,  fhbuld 
not  change  their  fentiments  on  a  mere  unau^ 
thenticated  report." 

Colonel  Barre"  bantered  the  minifter  ou 
the  unufual  circumftance  of  lofing  his  temper ; 
and  Fox  faid,  the  only,  argument  againil  com** 
plying  with  his  motion  was  invalidated  by  tha 
refolution  of  the  upper  houfe :  tlie  difclofura 
of  a  fecret  negotiation  waa  no  longer  to  be 
dreaded,  for  no  fecret  could  now  be  kept#  U# 
would  not  recede  from  the  literal  extent  of  totf 
motion. '^ 

Trii 

r  fnthecooife  of  this  fpeecb,  tox/wfth  caliide|^lr]plnfiiii|tf^ 
compaied  Utd  Geprge  Gennaine  to  Dr.  Sangrado.    **  For  two  ^ 
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CHAP.  The  debate  affamcd  a  new  complexion  front 
xxxii.  a  judicious  fpeech  by  governor  Pownall.  He 
1777-  thought  the  papers,  from  the  commiflion  down 
to.  the  loweft  draft,  unworthy  of  attention,  fo  far 
as  refpefted  the  fubjeia  of  peace.  Even  the  a6i 
of  parliament  was  of  no  import  to  that  point ; 
for  it  did  not  empower  government  to  treat 
withtlie  Americans  but  as  fubjefts.  Inquiries 
had  been  made  whether  lord  Howe  had  power  to 
treat;  or  did  the  Americans  refufc?  Lord  Howe 
could  have  no  powers  to  negotiate  on  the  only 
ground  which  they  infiftcd  on  taking, and  which 
tli<fy  refolutely  maintained  not  only  then  but  five^ 
months  afterwards.  When  general  Howe  had 
finiilied  his  campaign  of  177G,  the  congrefs  in- 
ftrutted  their  commiflioners  at  the  feveral  courts 
in  Europe  to  give  affurances,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  "  the  artful  and  inlidiovis  endeavours  of 
the  Britifli  court,  to  reprefent  the  inhabit- 
5»ts.;  of  the  United  States  as  b^^ving  a  dif- 
pofition  again  to  fubmit  to  the  fovereignty 
p£;]^ngland,  it  was  tljeir  de^termination,  at 
UI  events,  to  maintain  their  independence." 
declaring  himfelf  as  much  uninfluenced  by 
party  connections,  as  l)c  had  been  nine  years 
Ugo,  when  he  predifted  tlie  precife  progrels  of 

years  that  a  crrtain  noble  lor4  has  prefiLlcd  over  American  affairs/* 
fie  faii,  **  the  moft  violent  fcitping  tomahawk  meariires  have  been 
piirfued:  bleeding  has  been  his  only  prefcription.  If  a  people  dr- 
priredoftheir  ancient  rights  are  grown  tiimultuous — bleed. them  !  If 
they  are  at  talked  with  a  fpirif  of  infurre^ion—* bleed  them  I  If  their 
fever  (bo\ild  rife  into  rebellion— bleed  them  !  cries  this  liatephyfician  » 
more  bfeod  1  oiore  blood  \  ftill  more  blood  !  When  I>r.  Sangrado 
had  pcrievtred  in  a  fimilar  pra£lice  of  bleeding  his  patients^  killing  bjr 
the  rtrf  niean^  he  ufed  for  a  cure,  hib  man  took  the  liberty  to  re* 
taKMiftniie  on  the  neceifity  of  relaxing  in  a  praflicc  to  which  thou- 
^nds' of  their  patients  had  fallen  lacrifices,  and  which  was  beginning 
to^bring  their  names  into  difrepute.  Thedoelor  anfwei-ed,  I  believe 
we  have  ifideed  carried  the  matter  a  little  too  far,  but  you  muft  know 
I  have  written  a  book  on  the  efficacy  of  this  praAice,  therefore,  though 
trcry  patidit  we  have  Ihould  dif  by -it.  wc  muft  continue  the  blcedhig 
l^tte€Cidit«C%book.^ 

•American 
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American  refiftance,  liefaid,  I  now  tell  thishoufe  chap. 
and  government,  that  the  Americans  never  will    ^^JJ; 
return  again  to  their  fubjeftion.     Sovereignty     x777* 
is  aboliOied  and  gone  for  ever;  and  the  navi* 
{Ration  aft  annihilated.     Of  what  ufe  then  are 
theie  papers  ?     Of  what  import  our  debates  ? 
Difputation  and  abufe  may  afford  amufement; 
but  neither  America  nor  England  can  be  bene- 
fited by  fuch  difcullions  in  this  prefling  crifis. 
Until  the  hoiife  fliould   be  difpofed   to  treat 
with   the    United   States  as  independent,  fo- 
vereign  people,  fchemes  or  plans  of  conciliation, 
i^hoevcr  might  fuggett  them,  would  be  found 
unimportant 

Thk  papers  were  refufed.*  P«p«r»  w. 

Early  attention  was  paid  to  the  eflimates  :  J^not. 
the  number  of  feamen  was  fixed  at  fixty  thoii^  fiftiiQfttct! 
fand,  and  the  troops  to  be  employed  in  Ame- 
rica at  fifty-five  thoufand.  Thefe  votes  were 
not  pafl'ed  without  fevere  animadverfions  on 
the  mode  of  conducing  every  branch  of  the 
^fervice. 

During  one  of  thefe  debates,  colonel  3d  Dec 
Barr6  interrogated  the  American  fecretary  of  ^J^^ 
ftate,  what,  upon  his  honour,  was  become  of  ©f*€om- 
general  Burgoyne  and  his  brave  troops?  and  monioa 
M'hether  he  had  not  received,  by  expreffes  from  J^^g^* 
Quebec,  information  of  his  having  lurrendered,  goyne't 
with  his  whole  army?  ""^ 

Lord  George  Germaike  profefled  his 
defire  to  give  the  moft  early  and  authentic  in- 
telligence of  any  tranfaftion  within  his  know- 
ledge ;  and  though  the  recital  mull  give  him 
pain,  he  avowed  the  receipt  of  exprell'es  from 
Quebec,  with  the  unhappy  intelligence;  it 
was,  however,  unauthenticated,  and  he  could 

t  178  to  S^. 
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CHAT,  not  declare  it  officially.  He  hoped  the  houft 
^ji^  would  fufpend  their  judgment  both  on  th^  con- 
i777i  daft  of  the  general  and  the  minifter.  He  was 
ready  to  fubmit  his  condu^  in  planning  the 
expedition  to  inveftigation  :  if  it  appeared  im- 
potent, weak,  and  injurious,  let  the  cenfure 
fall  on  him 

Colonel  Barre'  thundered  forth  an  in- 
veSive  againil  the  cool  and  eafy  manner  in 
which  the^  fecretary  of  ftate  related  the  fate  of 
the  brave  Bnrgoyne,  and  his  aflurance  in  in- 
IjLniiating,  that  a  portion  of  cenfure  might  be 
imputed  to  the  general.  The  man  who  planned 
the  inconiillent,  impradicable  expedition,  wasi 
'  alone  to  blame  ;  it  was  unworthy  of  a  BritilJi 
minifter,  and  rather  too  abfurd  for  tin  Indian 
-:  chief.  '  This  precedent  was  followed  by  James 
LuttteU,  Burke,  T.  Townfhend,  and  Fox. 

The  folicitor-general  reconciled  the  country 
gentlemen  to  tlie  difafter,  by  appealing  to 
jBritiih  magnanimity  in  diftrefs ; .  the  certain 
harbinger  of  viftory.  Misfortunes  equally 
difcouragini^.  had  in.  former  times  produced 
fubftantial  advantages:  at  Brihuega,  general 
.  Stanhope  was  forced  to  fun^ndcr  hinifelf  and 
his  army  prilbners  of  war;  yet  the  difgrace 
only,  ferved  to  railii  an  enthufiaflic  ardour, 
.    which  foon  efiaced  the  ftigma. 

Lord  North  declared,  that  no  man  had, 
from  the  beginning,  been  ^lore  lincerely  de- 
firoos  of  peace  ;  if  the  furrender  of  his  place 
and  honours  would  obtain  it,  he  would  cheer- 
fully refignthem ;  he  had  relu<!^antly  accepted 
.  his.ftation,  but  whilQ  in  pofleflion,  he  would 
fupport  it  to  tlie  beft  of  his  power.  He  re- 
oalled  the  attention  of  tlie  houfe  to  the  bufmeft 
of  the  day,    by  obferving,   that  whether  the 

defirc 
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dcfirc  of  peace  or  war  prevailed,  the  prcfent  chaf. 
fupply  was  abfolutely  tieceffary.  S?^ 

Lord  Chatham  introduced  the  fiibje^  in  ^m- 
the  houfe  of  lords,  by  defcanting  on  the  dif-  ^^[y^x7\n 
ference  of  the  fpcech  which  opened  the  feflion,  the  houfe 
and  the  intelligence  which  had  followed.  He  ^*^"**'- 
had  the  laft  fpeech  from  the  throne  in  his  hand, 
and  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  public  calamity  in  his 
heart ;  they  would  co-operate  to  inforce  and 
juftify  the  meafure  he  meant  to  propofc.  He 
was  concerned  to  fay,  the  fpeech  contained 
an  unfaithful  piSure:  it  exhibited  a.fpecious 
outfide,  full  of  hopes ;  while  in  faft  all  foreign 
and  domellic  tranfaclions  were  full  of  danger, 
and  calculated  to  iafpire  melancholy  fore- 
bodings. It  was  cuftomary  to  offer  addrefles 
of  condolence  on  public  misfortune,  as  well 
as  of  congratulation  on  public  fuccefs,  and 
hp  never  recoUe^ed  a  period  at  which  fuch  an 
^ddrefs  could  be  more  feafonable  or  neccffary. 
He  lamented  tlie difafterof  Burgoyne ;  he  might, 
''  or  might  not,  be  an  able  officer ;  but  probably 
his  fate  was  not  proportioned  to  his  merit :  he 
might  have  received v  orders  which  he  could 
not  execute.  Neither  fliould  minifters  be 
prematurely  condemned  ;  they  might  have 
given  wife  inftrudions,  which,  although  faith- 
fully and  judicioufly  fulfilled,  had  mifcarried. 
Many  events  cannot  be  provided  againft  by 
the  greateft  human  forefight,  and  on  that 
ground  he  meant  to  frame  his  motion,  The 
fyftem  introduced  within  the  laft  fifteen  years 
at  St  James's,  of  breaking  all  connexion,  and 
extinguifhing  aU  principle,  had  enabled  a  few 
men  to  acquire  afcendpncy  where  no  perfonal 
afcendency  Ihould  exift,  Thus,  to  pliable  men; 
not  capable  men,  was  the  government  of  this' 
once  glorious  empire  intrulted;  The  fpirit  of 
c  3  delufion 


22  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  delufiouhad  gone  forth;  theminifters  had  im- 
3Cxxn.  pofed  op  the  people ;  parliament  had  heen  in- 
'"^77^^  duced  to  fanciify  the  impofition.  Falie  lights 
had  been  held  out;  the  country  gentlemen 
had  been  fcduced  to  fupport  a  moft  ^eftruftive 
war,  under  an  impreflion  that  the  land  tax 
would  be  diminifhed,  by  an  American  revenue. 
The  vifionary  phantom,  thus  conjured  up  for 
the  bafeft  of  purpofes,  that  of  deception,  was 
now  a^out  to  vanifh.  The  king's  fpeech 
abounded  with  abfurdity  and  contradiAion. 
In  one  part  it  recommended  vigourous  niea- 
fures,  pointing  to  conqueft,  or  unconditional 
fubmiffion;  while  in  another  it  pretended  that 

{>cace  was  the  real  objeft,  as  toon  as  the  de-* 
uded  multitude  fhould  return  to  their  alle- 
giance. This  was  the  grofleft  and  moft  infolent 
oelufion.  By  this  ftrange  mixture  of  firmnefs 
and  pretended  candour,  of  cruelty  and  mercy, 
of  juftice  and  iniquity,  this  infatuated  nation 
ha^  been  milled. 

After  retracing  much  of  the  ground  oc* 
cupied  by  his  former  fpecches,  and  infjfting 
that  the  plan  of  penetrating  into  the  colonies 
from  Canada  Mas  a  moft  wild,  uncombined, 
and  mad  projeft,  he  dwelt  in  exaggerated 
tenns  on  the  importance  of  America.  Thofe 
colonies,  he  argued,  had  occafioned  the  rife 
in  the  valu^  of  eftates ;  had  been  the  great 
fupport  of  this  country ;  had  produced  mil- 
lions; afforded  foldiers  and  failors  ;  given  our 
manufadiurers  employment,  and  enriched  our 
merchants,  Miniftcrs  had  infidioufly  betrayed 
the  country  ipto  a  M'ar  with  America;  and 
what  were  the  fruits  ?  Let  the  fad  cataftrophe 
of  Burgoync  fpealc. 

His  lordfhip,  in  a  digreftion,  adverted  to 
tlie  language  field  in  print,  and  in  that  houf(?. 
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by  a  moft  reverend  prelate/   reprobated  the  chap. 
tory  principles  he  had  maintained;  and  trufted  ^^ 
he  fhould  yet  fee  the  day  when  thofe  pernicious     1777* 
do6irine$  would  be  confidered  and  treated  as 
libellous ;,  they  were  the  doctrines   of  Attcr^ 
bury  and  Sacheverel;    as  a  whig  he  Ihouhl 
never  endure  them  ;  and  doubted  not  tlie  au- 
thor would  fufFer  due  cenfure  and  punifliment.* 
He  coQthided  by-moving  an  addrefs  for  copies- 
of  all  orders  and  inftrudious  to  general  liur* 
goyne.  ^ 

This  motion  was  rejefted  on  two  grounds ; 
fii-ft,  the  intelligence,  though  it  had  every  ap-^ 
.  pearance  of  authenticity,  was  not  official; 
fecondly,  the  difclofure  of  all  inftru6iions  to 
Burgoyne  might  betray  tranfaftions  not  pro- 
per to  be  revealed,  and  prove  materially 
injurious  to  individuals.  If  it  was  true 
that  Burgoyne  was  prifoner,  the  terms  of  his 
releafe  were  equally  true ;  and  his  return  to 
England  might  be  daily  expelled.  His  own 
account  would  throw  more  light  on  the  fub- 
je6l,  than  the  moft  ample  information  in  the 
power  of  ipinifters  to  afford,  and  would  be 
obtained  in  a  iborter  time  than  would  be  re- 
quifite  to  feled  and  arrange  the  papers  de- 
manded, 

,    On  the  reje&ion  of  this  propofition,*  lord  LordChat. 
Chatham  moved  for  copies  of  all  orders  and  IS^T^Tl 
treaties  relative  to  tjie  employment  of  Indian  employ. 
favages,  and  of  the  inftruclions  given  by  gene-  JT*"*  ®^ 
ral  Burgoyne  to  general  St  Leger.     The  nu-  *''*^*'* 
merous   inyedives    againft   the    ufe  of  thefe 
auxiliaries,  vented  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
fefiion,  had  excited  great  periunal  acrimony, 
ami  the  debate  was  conduced  with  unufual  ran- 

^  The  archbiihop  of  York.     ^-The  numbers  were  40  to  T9r . 
c  4  cour. 
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CHAP,  ccrtir.    Earl Gower having  accufed  thetn^ve? 
y^cxii^  of  inconfiftency,  in  reprobating  ^th  fottiuch 
^""Tr??.     afperity,  meafuves  which  he  had  fan^ioned  in 
the  laft  reign ;  lord  Chatham  denied  that  he 
had  ever,  in  his  official  capacity,  authoriaed 
the  employ   of  favagcs  j  and  George  II.   ha 
believed,  nad  too  much  regard  for  the  mili'» 
tary  dignity  of  his  people,  and  too  much  hu- 
manity, to  agree  to  fuch  a  propofal.    He  ac* 
cufed  lord  Gower  of  quibbling,  and  ^oke  con- 
temptuoufly   of  his    means  of   information. 
What  right  had  he  to  comment  on  political 
Tproceedings  ?    Where  was  he  when  thefe  tran- 
faftions  were  condudling  ?     Immerfed  in  plea- 
fure,  and  indulging  in  all  the  variety  of  diffipa- 
tion,  to  which  young  noblemen  were  too  apt  to 
devote  themfelves. 

Lord  Goweb  retorted  thefe  unwarrantable 
liberties  of  fpeech,  with  great  heat ;  the  in- 
finuations,  he   faid,  were  illiberal,  unmanly, 
and  untrue.     In  fupport  of  his  affertion  relative 
to  lord  Chatham's  minifterial  conduft,  he  pro-^ 
duccd,    from  the  journals  of  the  houfe,   the 
recognition. of  a  treaty  with  an  Indian  nation, 
one  condition  of  which  was,  that  they  ihould 
kill  and  fcalp  every  Frenchman  who  came 
within  their  country ;'  and  the  French,  he  ob- 
ferved,  w^re  not  more  hoftile  than  the  rebellioug 
inhabitants  of  America. 

This  altercation  was  of  long  duration ;  the 
warmth  of  lord  Gower  was  more  than  ade^ 
quately  encountered  by  the  poliihed  raillery 
and  dignified  farcafm  of  his  antagvinii^;  but 
the  fa6tin  debate  was  inconteftably  afcertained. 
Lord  AmhSl^eluftantly  avowed,  that  he  ihU 
lowed  the  example  ©f  the  French  in  employing 
favages,  which  he  would  not  have  done,  withi 
out  the  fand^n  of  exprefs  orders  which,  with 

W3 
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hlsmajcfty^spenniffion,  he  lad  noobjefHonto  ^^' 
produce.     Lord  Shelburne  contended,  that  the    --^^w. 
orders  might  have  proceeded  from  the  board     *^^^' 
of  trade,  in  whom  tnefuperintendance  of  fuch 
treaties  was  veiled ;  hut  this  prefumptive  apology 
was  invalidated  by  lord  Denbigh,  wlio,  calling 
lord  Chatham  the  great  oracle  with  the  (hort 
memory,  obferved,  it  could  never  have  hap^ 
pened  that  he  who,  when  minifter;  had  alwa\^ 
contended  for  guidance  and  direflion,  ihould 
permit  fuch  an  intrufion  in  tlie  affairs  of  hi$ 
own  office. 

Lord  Dunmore  placed  the  exertions  of 
the  Americans  in  Virginia  to  employ  the  In- 
diana beyond  a  doubt,  by  relating  the  particu- 
lars of  a  conference  between  their  agents,  and 
fome  of  the  tribes,  when,  in  anfwer  to  their 
propofitions,  an  indignant  chief  exclaimed^ 
'*  What !  ihall  we  fight  againft  the  great  kipg 
over  the  water,  who  in  the  laft  war  fent  fuch 
large  armies,  and  fo  much  money  here,  to  de-  ^ 

fend  vou  from  the  devaftations  of  the  French, 
and  from  our  attacks  ?  No ;  if  you  have  fo 
tittle  gratitude,  we  will  not  affift  fo  bafe  apur- 
pofe.  The  Virginians,*'  he  added,  •*thu$dif- 
ftppointed,  drefled  fome  of  their  own  people 
like  Indians,  with  a  view  to  terrify  the  forces 
under  my  command,  and  I  heartily  wiHi  more 
Indians  were  employed ;  as  the  Americans 
<kr  exceed  them  in  barbarity."  He  then  ad* 
dnced  many  inftances  to  prove  that  the  colo- 
nics did  not  even  aifeft  humanity,  but  were 
moft  induftrioufly  cruel,  moft  wantonly  inhu- 
inane.  gt 

Lord  Chatham 's  motion  wmn egati ved.*    Ncgarited. 

A?T£R  the  tranfaftion  of  fome  ordinary  loADce. 
l>ufin^s^  and  the  difcuflion  of  feveral  motions, 

'^  40  tDl8« 
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CHAP,  framed   only  for  the  purpofe  of  embarrafling 
xxxii;    adminiftration,  an  adjournment,  till  the  twen- 
1777.     tieth  of  January,   was  moved   by  lord  Beau- 
'^^^?"?lu   champ,  but  ftron<;lv  objected  to.     A  recefs  of 
lioufcof     fix  weeks  was  conlidcred  highly  nnproper,  m 
commoas.  fo  critical  a  fituatiou,  and  members  fliould  be 
alhamed  to  facctlieir  conftituents,  after  voting 
a  negled  of  their  interefts  at  tliis  momentous 
period.     Burke  propofed,  as  an  amendment,  to 
ac^ourn  only  for  a  week.    The  reply  of  miniilers 
was  fliort :    they  had  tranfafted  all  the  ufual 
bu(inefs,and  felt  no  apprehenfions  from  foreign 
powers,  no  material  progrefs  could  be  made 
in   the  field,   or-  in   negotiation ;   and  if  any 
matter  of  importance  could  be  fuggefted,  the 
committee  on  the  ftite  of  the  nation,  to  whom 
it  fljould  be  addreffed,  Mould  not  fit  till  Feb- 
ruary. 

THEiE  reafons  prevailed,  and  the  amendment 
was  negatived.  * 
tithDec.  The  motion  for  adjournment  was  no  lefs 
^'**^'*^  fi:renuoufly  oppofed  in  the  upper  houfe.  Lord 
l^l^  Chatham,  with  grief  and  aitoniihment,  heard 
it  made  at  a  time  when  the  affairs  of  the 
country  prcfented  profpcfts  full  of  awe,  terror, 
and  impending  danger ;  when  events  of  a 
moft  alarming  tendency,  little  expected  or 
forefeen,  would  fhortly  happen ;  when  a  cloud 
was  ready  to  burfl  and  overwhelm  the  natioa 
in  ruin.  Could  parliament  truft,  during  aa 
adjournment  of  fix  weeks,  to  men  who  had 
occafioned  fuch  calamities  ;  when  perhaps  the 
utter  overthrow  of  the  kingdom  was  plotting, 
nay  ripe  for  execution,  Avithout  almoft  a  poffi* 
bility  of  prevention  ?  A  remonflrancc  iliould 
be  carried  to  the  throne.     The  king  was  de- 

*  155  to  65, 
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hided  by  his  niiniflers;  they  were  deceived  by  chap. 
falfe   information,   or  fan6tioned   fuppofitions   ^^^^* 
Avhich  they  knew  to  be  untrue.     He  treated  at      1777- 
large    of  the  neceflity  of  domeliic    defence, 
intimating  the  certainty  of  approaching  ilan- 
ger,  and  defcanted  with  force  on  the  imprac- 
ticability of  reducing  America;   the  dchilive 
fpeculations  on  that  uibjeA ;  the  fate  of  Bur- 
goyne's  anny  ;  the  magnanimity  of  the  vi  Aors ; 
the  numerous  perils  which  threatened  the  king- 
dom ;  and  the  probability  that,  before  the  expi- 
ration of  fix  weeks,  the  noble  earl,  who  propoled 
the  adjournment,   would  haVe  juft  cauie .  to 
repent  of  his  motion. 

The  adjournment  was  vindicated  on  the 
fame  grounds  as  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
with  the  additional  argument,  that  as  that 
branx:h  of  the  legiflature  had  acceded  to  the 
recels,  no  advantage  could  accrue  from  a  pro- 
trafted  fitting  of  the  lords;  the  motion  was 
carried. " 

During  the  recefs,  both  minifterial  and  stateofthe 
oppofition  parties  difplayed  an  earnell  difpofi-  ^^^ 
tion  to  conciliate  the  public,  and  fecure  the 
fuccefs  of  their  future  attempts  by  popularity. 
The  fenfation  occalioned  by  the  protradiou  of 
American  refiftance,  and  the  unfavourable  in- 
telligence recently  received,  prefented  fome 
means  of  making  impreiTions  unfavorable  to 
adminiitration,  which  were  eagerly  embraced. 
Before  the  meeting  of  parliament,  the  public 
began  to  long  for  peace ;  the  alarms  excited 
during  the  early  part  of  the  feifion  increafed 
that  inclination  to  a  pitch  which  feemed  to 
demand  gratification  without  regard  of  terms; 
the  mortifying  difafter  of  Burgoyne,  fora  time, 

■+7to»7. 
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CHAP,  increafed  the  clamour/  but  the  precKflions  of 
^^^^   niinifters,  that  the  public  fpirit  Avould  infure  a 
1777.     remedy  for  this  calamity,*  were  fpecdily  veri- 
^on^for*"    ^^^*     '^'^^  nation  feemcd  anxious  to  fliake  off 
fiifingrc,.  the  torpitude  of  depreflion.     Liverpool,  Man- 
^°^^     chefter,  Edinburgh,  and  Glafgow,*  each  raifed 
•  a  regiment ;   and  feveral  independent  compa- 
nies were  levied  in  Wales.    Tlie  livery  of  Lon- 
don,  and  corporation  of  Briftol,    refufed   to 
co-operate  in  thefe  I4udable  efforts;  but  the 
liberality  of  individuals  compenfated  for  the 
caution  of  the  chartered  bodies ;  large  fums 
were  fubfcribed  for  completing  thefe  patrio- 
tic levies,  and  fifteen  thoufand  loldiers  M'ere  by 
private  bbunty  prefented  to  the  date.' 
Sttbfcrip-       The  ftores  or  liberality  M'ere  not  all  poured 
AnKrican  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  caufc  of  the  country  :   a  complaint 
prUbners.    was  madc,  and  became  the  fubje6l  of  a  motion 
jxthDcc.  ji^  thehoufe  of  lords,  that  the  American  prifon- 
ers  w^e   treated  with  faviige  inhumanity  in 
Britifli   prifons.      The  ftate   of  captives  ever 
affords  ready  grounds  of  complaint ;    and  the 
manners  of  jailors  are  rarely  calculated  to  repel, 
by  prefumptive  evidence,  the  fafts  adduced  ; 
yet  although' Ibme  (light  inftances  of  ill  treat- 
ment, refulting  rather  from  habitual  careleflFhefs 
than  malignant  defign,  might  be  fubftantiated, 
it  was  not  even   infinuated  that  government 
ordered  or  warranted  the  wanton  excrcife  of 
power,  either  in  regard  to  food,  fuel,  or  perfo- 
nal  treatment.     To  alleviate  thefe  diftrefles,  a 
fubfcription  was  promoted  with  all  the  zeal  of 
party ;  the  fum  raifed  was  not  abundant,  but 

the   complaints  immediately  ceafed,  and  the 

> 

B  See  Gibbon*s  Pottbumous  Works,  voL  i.  p.  529. 530* 

*  See  Lords  Debates,  5th  December  1777. 

P  Hiftory  of  Lord  North's  AioiiBiArationi  p.  395, 

fubjed 
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fubjcfl  was  aftjerwards  (lightly  refumcd  by  loid   chap.. 
Abingdon,  who,  after  a  ihort  explanation,  with-    5^h 
drew  his  motion.^  %fjj. 

iLoRD.  Chatham's  intimations  of  the  hof-  Conduaof 
tile  negotiations  in  France,  the  dilfatisfadion  Ff«ncc, 
of  tlie  American  agents,  and  the  poflibility  of 
frill  averting  the  junftion  of  tiie  BritiOi  colo- 
nies with  the  natural  enemy  of  Britain,  were 
mtU  founded ;  although  liis  advice  to  prevent 
the  independency  of  America  was  not  prac- 
ticable.    During  the  whole  fummer,  the  pre- 
valence of  tl^  American  caafe  became  more 
and  more  difcernible  in  France,   and   in  all 
countries  comiefted  with  her.     Exultation  at 
every  event  which  could  be  confidered  favour- 
able to  America,  and  injurious  to  Great  liritaio, 
was  open  and  undifguifed.     In  the  preceding-  j^fa^u 
fpring,  Arthur  Lee,  formerly  agent  from  Ame- 
rica in  London,  was  difpatched  by  the  commif- 
fioaers  of  congrefs  to  Vienna,  for  the  purpofe 
of  being  introduced,  under  the  fan^io^  of  the 
French  embaflador,  to  tlie  Auftriaa  minifter, 
and  of  arranging  a  treaty,  or  at  lead  parchafing* 
warlike  (lores.     The  conne6tion  between  the 
Americans   and  France    was   not  fufficiently 
intimate  to  make  the  French  embafliidor  infilt 
on  his   reception  among  people    of  lUiiinc* 
tion  ;   he  therefore,  after  a  fliort  (lay,  purfued 
his  route  to  Prague,  Drefden  and  Berlin*     lu  oaober. 
the  autumn,  however,  his  return  with  an.  zn*. 
thenticated    gommiflion.  was    publicly    men^ 
tioned  ;    and  notwithftanding  the  repugnancei 
exprdTed  by   Prince  Kaanitz,    the  Aofirian 
minifter,  to  receive  a  man  whom  he  defcribed 
as  a  diplomatic  adventurer,  M  de  fireteuil,  the.     177^ 
French  embaflador,  prefled   his   introdu^Ucmr 

4  See  debaletin  tlie  kavftoC  lords,.  wilMt^  tf7ti.     .../.: 

with 
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CHAP,   vith  irrefiftible  perfcveraiice,  and  obtained  for 

XXXII.   him  fome  flight  public  notice;  though  all  his 

"^ytf    addrefs  was  unable  to  conquer  the  inflexibility 

of  the  emprefs  queen,  and  the  emperor,  or  to 

obtain  from  Kaunitz  more  than  the  gloomy 

civility  of  a  filent  bow. 

These  tranfaftions  were  rather  vexatious  to 
the  Britifh  embaffador,  than  important  in  them- 
lelves ;  but  the  conducl  of  the  French  embaf-  . 
fador,  as  well  as  all  correfponding  circumftan- 
ces,  ilrongly  impreffed  a  belief,  tliat  hoftiiities 
againft  England  were  only  deferred,  till  fuccefs 
fhould  confirm  the  independence  of  America, 
and  render  the  efpoufal  of  her  caufe  lefs  infe- 
cure.  The  conteft  between  Spain  aqd  Portugal 
had  afforded  to  France  an  unexceptionable  op- 
portunity of  augmenting  her  marine  eftabliih- 
ment;  and  in  the  ufual  ftyle,  preparatory  to 
'  hoftiiities,  Ihe  began  to  complain  of  injuries 

and  infults  from  Britifh  cruizers,  and  to  dif- 
feminate  reports  of  an  inevitable  rupture. 
Treaty  The  Capture  of  Burgoyne^s  army  gave    a 

ricJfiglSr.  <J€cifive  turn  to  the  counfels  of  Verfaillcs:  the 
*  caufe  of  America,  gilded  by  profperity,  was 
enthufiaflically  revered  by  the  people ;  the 
anti-pacific  party  gamed  tlie  alcendency  in 
the  cabinet;  and  a  treaty  was  entered  into, 
tliough  not  yet  publicly  avowed,  nor  perhaps 
all  the  terms  definitively  arranged ;  but  ex- 
ten-five  military  preparations  in  the  ports  of 
France,  produced  correfponding  efforts  iu 
England. 

These  circumftances  were  in  part  ad  verted  to 
in  the  king's  fpeech,  but  the  miniftry  Mere  yet 
f  obliged  to  await  events,  without  appearing  to 

notice  their  progrefs.  No  overt  a6t  of  hofiility 
juftified  a  declaration  of  war ;  nor  were  any 
reafonable  profpe£ts  held  out  for  regaining 

America 
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America  at  a  lef>  price  tiiau  the  Ciorificoof  chap. 
every  objed  of  contention.  xxxu. 

The  levy  of  troops  by  fubfcription  was  the     i77«»  * 
fiift  important  objed  which  claimed  tlie  at-  p\^J|^ 
tcntion  of  parliament.     Sir  Phillip  Jennings  niiing 
Clerke  moved  for  an  account  of' the  number  ?^^P!^f. 
raifcd,  and  the  names  of  the  commanding  of-  tHiu"^ 
ficers, 

Iv  the  debate,  the  minifter  was  fevercly 
cenfured  for  the  length  of  the  recefs,  while 
tngai^ed  in  fo  momentous  a  meafure  as  that  of 
equipping  fifteen  thoufaud  men,  without  confent 
of  parliament;  a  precedent  M'hich  would  juflify 
the  unconftitutional  incorporation  of  an  inde- 
finite number.  He  was  compared  to  Pericles, 
who,  exhauftcd  with  misfortune,  wafted  with 
difeafe,  and  lingering  in  pain,  walked  abroad, 
bcdecketl  with  amulets,  charms,  and  faws  of 
old  women.  The  loan,  unfilled  and  unpaid, 
was  his  difeafe ;  and  the  charitable  contribu- 
tions, his  amulefcj  and  charms.  Voluntary 
donations  might  be  fairly  interpreted  as  proofs 
of  a  people's  aft'etiion,  but  were  no  Ifcfs  indica- 
tive of  their  real, poverty.  Private  and  public 
life  exhibited  pregnant  proofs,  that  folicitations 
on  one  hand,  or  benevolences  on  the  other, 
were  the  common  eftefts  of  pride,  penury,  and 
pit3^  Perfons  might  be  mean  from  choice, 
naked  from  madnefs;  but  rags  difcovered  an 
involuntary  madnefs,  or  a  poverty  willing  to 
be  concealed. 

The  minifter  infifted  that  no  contempt  was 
thrown  on  the  parliament,  nor  any  violation  of 
tlie  conftitution  committed ;  that  the  Amcricau 
war  was  juft  and  popular,  and  the  offers  to 
the  crown  were  perfettly  conftitutiocal.  The 
Americans  denied  the  right  of  the  fuprem© 
legillature,  and  zaaintained  their  caufe  by  arms ; 

^a  loyal 
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,  CHAP,  a  loyal  part  of  his  majcfty's  fubiefis,  abhoN 

^p^"-   ring  fuch  an  unnatural  rebellion,  had,  in  proof 

1778,     of  thofe  fentiments,  offered  their  perfous  and 

^  purfes  in  fupport  of  the  conftitutional  right*  of 

their  country.  The  motion  was  granted. 
4t^aDd  Sir  Phillip  Jennings  Clerke  repeated 
5th  Feb*  his  obje6tion;i  to  the  conduft  of  government, 
when  fupplies  were  demanded  for  clothing  the 
new  troops ;  and  the  debate  was  renewed  on 
tlic  report. of  the  committee.*^  Several  members 
of  oppofition  indulged  in  fcurrilous  refleftions 
againfl  the  people  of  Scotland,  and  blamed  the 
appointment  of  officers,  in  which  the  fbrms  of 
military  fervicc  had  been  violated.  The  fub- 
fcriptions  were  faid  to  be  filled  by  expeSants, 
eontraftors,  merchants,  and  manuf adurers,  who 
had  their  own  feparate  interefts  in  view,  and 
converted  public  fpirit  into  a  job.  The  right 
to  raife  troops  by  private  donations,  it  was 
contended,  muft  juftify  maintaining  them  ; 
in  fuch  a  cafe  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  a 
bad  king,  and  a  bad  parliament,  to  apply  the 
money  thus  raifed  to  the  utter  fubverfion  of  the 
conftitution.  This  mode  of  obtaining  money 
for  the  king's  ufe  was  a  breach  of  the  corona- 
tion oath,  and  all  who  fubfcribed  were  abettors 
of  perjury. 

Government  was  juftified  by  precedent, 
feveral  regiments,  independent  companies,  and 
corps,  having  been  raifed  in  i745  and  1759; 
and  the  fubfcribers  on  the  latter  occafion,  in- 
ftead  of  being  treated  as  violators  of  the  law, 
were  publicly  and  folemnly  thanked  by  the  then 
minifter,  lord  Chatham,  and  applauded  by  the 
public.  That  great  man,  lord  Hardwicke,  had 
4lfo  highly  approved  of  procuring  mefn  ftom 
Scotland  :  the^revalenceof  a  contrary  oprnion 
would  hare  prevented  the  ittrraiting'of'tfae 
•    «  army, 
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army,  fruflrated  the  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and  di-  tftAP. 
ittiniHied  tlie  refources  of  the  country.  ^^J^i 

Th  e  freeholders  of  Norfolk  founded  on  thefe     i??'- 
levies  a  petition   to  tlie  houfe  of  commons ;  Norf^k'* 
and,  at   an  advanced   period  of  the   feflTion,  petition, 
Wilkes  moved  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  prevent-  adAprib 
ing  the  dangerous  and  unconflitutional  praftice  wiikcs'i 
of  giving  or  granting  money  to  the  crouTi,  as  "^**^'®"* 
a  private  aid,  loan,  benevolence,  or  fubfcrip- 
tion,  for  public  purpofcs,  without  confent  of 
parliament.     The  propofitlon  was  ably  fupport- 
ed  by  Burke,  but  negatived  on  a  divifion/ 

In  the  upper  houfe,  the  earl  of  Abingdon  »3dand 
made  a  motion  for  obtaining  an  opinion  of  the  V^^?^' 
twelve  judges,  on  the  legality  of  raifing"  troops  AWng- 
withouttbeauthority  of  parliament;  but,  after  don;8 
a  long  difcuflion,  it  was  withdrawn  at  the  ""''''**"• 
inftance  of  his  friends. 

TfiT E  earl  made  his  grand  attack,  by  moving  4th  Fclx 
that  the  grant  of  money,  in  private  aids  or 
benevolences,  without  the  fanftion  of  parlia- 
ment, for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  armies,  was 
repugnant  to  the  conflitution  and  the  law;  and 
that  to  obtain  money  by  fubfcription,  for  fuch 
purpofes,  was  unconftitutional  and  illegal,  an 
mfringement  of  the  rights  and  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  parliament.  His  fpeech  was  deful- 
tory  and  fo  abufive,  that  earl  Gower  remarked, 
fuch  language  had  never  before  been  heard  in 
either  houfe.  Lord  Abingdon  retraced  the 
arguments  againft  confulting  the  judges,  and 
feemed  to  point  his  farcafms  againft  the  chief 
juftice  of  the  king's  bench.  The  prefentlevy,  Ije 
contended,  was  no  lefs  illegal  and  repugnant  to 
the  fpirit,  if  not  tha  letter  of  the.  bill  of  rights, 

»  71  to  40. 
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CfiAft.  than  the  demBXid  of  fliip-money,  in  the  days 
<5^^  of  Charjes  I.  Tories,  Jacobites,  and  Scotchmen, 
»77l.  thefirft  ^tddreffers  for  abrogating  the  liberties  of 
tiiree  millions  of  fubjefts  in  America,  were  now 
the  firft  to  take  up  aims ;  common  fenfe  war- 
ranted the  inference,  that  fomething  more  than 
mere  loyalty  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover  a^uated 
fuch  meafures.  • 

Lord  Hai^dwicke's^  opinion,  delivered  on 
the  triaf  of  the  rebel  lords  Kilmarnock,  Cro- 
martlc,  ^nd  Balmerino,  in  1746,  wherein  that 
great  oracle  of  the  law  treated  fuch  objefl:ion5 
'  I  as  the  offspring  of  ignorance  and  prefu'mption, 
Iv^as  read  in  anfwer  to  thefe  obfervations,  and 
aiL  amendment  moved,  declaring  the  volun- 
tary fubfcriptions  legal,  and  highly  merito- 
rious. 

Against  this  amendment,  it  was  urged,  that 
it  unfairly  withdrew  the  original  propofifion 
from,  debate,  and  prevented  the  decifion  of  the 
houfe,  by  raifing  another  topic  of  difcuffion, 
»iot  tending  to  place  out  of  doubt  the  princi- 
pal fubjeft.     Lord  Mansfield,  though  he  proved 
the  pra^ice  of  moving  fuch  amendqients  con- 
fpnant  to  ufage,  recommended  it  to  be,  for 
caiiduur's   fake,    withdr«.wn,    au4 .  his   advice 
was  followed.     He  then  urged,  in  an  animated 
and  iinpreffive  manner,  the  arguments  dr^.>^ix 
from  Ig^l^v  and  preceilent  in  favour  of  the  prac- 
tice; ^nd,  after  a  fliort  reply  from  lord  Camden, 
>the  fefolutions  w^rc  negatived/ 
Committee      In  bpth  houfes  the  greateft  attention  wm 
^"Jjj^^*^^£xed  Qn  the  approaching  committee  on  tlie 
nation.       ftatc  pf  the  nation  ;  the  preparatory  motions  for 
.additional  papers,  an4  the  ^rgun»f nts  by  wl^cji 
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they  were  encountered,  *  (hewed  that  both  par-  chap. 
ties  looked  forward  to  that  difcuflion,  as  a  ^^^ 
crifis  of  confiderable  importance.  -1771. 

Fox  opened   the  bufinefs  in  the  houfe  of  «d  Feb. 
commons,  by  invoking  the  members  not  to  mix  J^°**.°^ 
the  topics  of  that  day's  debate  with  any  pre-  no  more 
vious  matter,  but  to  proceed  plainly  and  direftly  ««»?•  *>• 
in  confidering  the  adual  (late  of  the  country,  thUkiai* 
and  the  means  by  which  Great  Britain  might  be  <ionit 
delivered  from  the  impending  dangers.     He 
wiihed  all  would  agree  in  di vetting  tnemfelvett 
of  former  opinions,  favourite  ideas  and  pre- 
judices, and  refume  them  only  as  fair  refults  of 
the  prefent  inquiry.  He  recommended  an  ob- 
livion of  enmity  and  animofity,  a  fufpenfion 
of  all  fentiments  of  regard  or  diflike  towards 
America,  and  the  calm  and  difpailionate  con- 
templation of  that  country,  as  a  part,  and  a 
Very  confiderable  part,  of  the  Britiili  empire. 
He  eftabliflied,  as  an  incontrovertible  axiom, 
that  when  a  country  falls,  within  the  ihort 
fpace  of  a  few  years,  from  the  higheft  pinnacle 
ever  attained  in  ancient  or  modern  limes,  there 
muft  have  been  fome  radical  error  in  the  go- 
vernment,   though  radical  error   was  not  in 
itfelf  aproof  of  minifterial  criminality. 

He  took  an  hiftorical  view  of  the  proceed- 
ings relative  to  America  from  1774,  and  pro- 
claimed the  error  of  miniilers  in  miiVaking  a 
fingle  province  for  a  whole  continent;  Maf- 
fachufi'et's  Bay  for  the  American  empire.  Vir- 
ginia, a  colony  no  lefs  jealous  of  its  rights,  nor 
lels  warm  in  afferting  them,  was  forgotten ;  and 
the  union  of  any  other  colony  with  the  Mat* 
lachuflets  was  deemed  impoffible:    but  who* 

s  In  the  houfe  of  lords,  on  the  asd,  26thy  49th  and  jotfaf  of 
Janusiy :  in  the  houfe  of  comnopnsy  on  the  17th  aad  a^tb  Jtnuuy* 
fmd  the  s  J  Qf  Febnuuy. 

p  2  erer 
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CHAP,  ever  contended  againil  ten  men,  when  prepared 
xxxiL  only  for  one  opponent,  muft  encounter  greater 
i77»*  difficulties  than  if  originally  aware  of  tlie  re- 
fifling  force.  Every  attempt  to  crulh  an  in- 
furredion  by  means  inadequate  to  the  end, 
foments  inftead  of  fupprefling  it.  AH  the  a6ts  of 
thatfeffion  were  founded  on  the  fame  miftake; 
the  Quebec  a6l  completed  the  union  of  all 
parties  in  America ;  and  a  few  weeks  before 
the  arrival  of  reinforcements,  the  civil  \var 
was  begun.  After  defcribing  the  tranfaftions 
of  the  Britilh  army  till  the  evacuation  of 
Bofton,  Fox  afked,  what  was  the  conduft  of 
America  ?  They  fent  a  petition  couched  in 
the  moft  refpettful  terms,  difclaiming  inde- 
pendence, and  dcfiring  no  conceffion  in  the 
leaft  diflionourable  to  the  mother-country,  but 
fupplicating  the  king's  paternal  interference. 
To  this  petition  no  anfwcr  was  given ;  and 
the  miniftry  even  called  the  petition  a  farce, 
and  alfertcd  the  view  of  the  Americans  to  be 
independence.  If  fuch  was  the  real  aim  of 
congrefs,  and  the  petition  calculated  to  delude 
the  people  of  AuK^rica,  as  \vell  as  thofe  of 
Great  Britain,  miniftcrs  would  have  a6lcd  more 
wifely  in  accepting,  and  converting  it  to  a  teft 
of  veracity.  Vigorous  meafures  were,  how- 
ever, for  the  firft  time,  attempted  ;  Sir  William 
Howe  was  completely  reinforced ;  New  York 
taken ;  two  or  three  battles  gained ;  but  the 
American  army  was  not  extinguilhed  ;  and  the 
affair  of  /frenton  plainly  Ihewed  tlie  impofli- 
bility  of  totally  reducing  them.  On  the 
events  of  the  laft  campaign  he  forebore  to  treat, 
they  demaucled  feparate  mveftigation. 

He  then  inferred,  from  the  papers  before  the 
hoiife,  that  to  fend  more  troops  out  of  the 
kingdom  would  be  highly   imprudent     The 

, peace 
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peace  eftablifliment  had  been  feventcen  thou-  CHAP, 
fand  men  for  Great  Britain;  twelve  thoufand  ^[^^^ 
for  Ireland;  three  thoufand  five  hundred  for  177^. 
Gibraltar;  and  two  thoufand  three  hundred 
for  Minorca,  amounting  together  to  thirty- 
four  thoufand  eight  hundred.  The  couduft  of 
France,  the  ftate  of  public  credit,  his  majefty'$ 
fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  fufficiently 
proved  the  neceflity  of  preparing  for  foreiga 
war;  and,  if  thirty-four  thoufand  men  werene- 
ccflary  in  time  of  peace,  it  could  not  be  proper 
to  retain  a  lefs  number  at  the  prefent  moment. 
But,  in  fsL&y  the  number  of  troops  in  Great 
Britain  did  not  exceed  fifteen  thoufand  ;*  in 
Ireland,  eight  thoufand  ;  in  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  five  thoufand  ;  fo  that  the  aftual  de- 
ficiency of  the  peace  eftablifliment  was  fix  thou- 
fand. It  would  be  madnefs  to  part  with  more 
of  the  army :  the  M^ar  was  imprafticable,  and 
no  good  could  be  obtained  by  force ;  the  lives 
that  had  been  loft,  and  the  treafures  that  had 
been  wafted,  were  ineffetlually  lavifhed  ;  it 
was  time  to  contemplate  the  domeftic  fituatiou 
of  the  country,  and  not  leave  England  defence- 
lefe  to  ftrengthen  the  army  in  America/  He 
therefore  moved  for  orders,  that  no  more  of 
the  old  corps  iliould  be  fent  out  of  the  king- 
dom. 

Strangers  being  excKided  from  thehoufe, 
no  anfwer  was  made  to  Fox's  fpeech ;  but  his 
motion  was  rejeftcd.' 

The  duke  of  Richmond,  purfuing  nearly  *^?«^ 
the  fame  chain  of  narrative,  and  the  fame  mode  J^uyn  in 
of  reafoning  with  Mr.  Fox,  fbimded  on  it  a  thehoofc 
ndotion  fomewhat  mor^  dilated  in  form,  but  ®^'®"*** 
in  fubftance  nearly  fimilan 

This  oiption,  it  wasfaid,  woAild,  if  agreed  to, 
^  %S9  to  165. 
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CHAP,  anount  to  a  public  acknowledgment  of  inabi* 
.,2^^'  lity  to  profecute  the  war,  or  aflfert  the  rights 
i77«»     of  Great  Britain  over  her  colonies,  and  invite 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon  to  attempt  an  invafion. 
If,  in  fa6l,  (as  the  motion  intended  to  prove) 
Great  Britain  was  unable  to  defend  her  bwu 
territory,  or  affert  her  dominion  over  America, 
her  weaknefs  fhould  be  concealed,  not  only 
from  foreign  powers,   but  from  the  colonies, 
now  become  ner  rivals  in   power  and  com- 
merce.   The  addrefs  would  invade,  and  fuf- 
pend  the  inherent  prerogative  of  the  crown  to 
raife,    direft,  and  employ  the  military  force. 
The  hottile    intentions  of  rival  powers  were 
ftill    denied :    the    courts    of  Verfailles   and 
JMadrid   gave    repeated  affurances  of   pacific 
difpofitions,   though  the   armaments  in  their 
ports  juftified  the  king  in  recommending  to 
parliament  an  augmentation  of  the  navy.     Yet 
/hould  every  apprehenfion  be  realized,  it 'would 
lie  extremely  ihiprudent  to  invite  war  by  an 
cflentation  of  weaknefs.  -   *  ' 

In  fupport  of  the  motion,  hoftility  and  in- 
vafion were  inferred  from  all  the  conduA  of. 
France  fince  1775  ;  the  reception  of  Deane  in  d 
public  charader ;  of  Franklin,  armed  with  more 
complete  and  extenfive  powers ;  the  grant  of. 
every  fubflantial  efFeft  of  folemn  amity  and 
alliance ;  the  trade  with  the  colonies ;  the  fup- 
ply  of  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  officers 
to  difcipline  the  troops,  uniformly  proved  the 
real  difpofition  of  our  ancient  enemy.  Remon- 
ftrances  had  been  made,  promifes  given,  ex- 
planations added  ;  but  ftill  France  perfifted  in 
the  fame  cpndu^ : '  ordinances  wefe  iffucd, 
l)ut  evaded,  altered,  Or  to  modified  as  to  lofe 
their  efFeft.  In  fine,  France  p^cc^^iDpliibjed,  by 
arts  of  evafion,  the  firft  part  of  her  plan,  that 
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ofdifuniting  America  fron)  the  mothcr-coiiti-  chap. 
try,  and  giving  the  colonies  that  fpecies  of  af-  2k^' 
fillance  which  enabled  them  to  defy  oppofition.     ''77*. 
And    notwitftanding   the    pacific    alfurances, 
private  promifes,   and   public  ac^s,  fo   often- 
tatioufly  difplayed,  the  ports  of  TOrient  and 
Nantz  were  then  blocked  up  by  a  Britifli  naval 
force,  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting  fuccours 
to  America,  and  impeding  that  very  commerce 
which  the  FrencTi  king,  in  his  public  edifls, 
pretended  to  prohibit. 

Depexdence  on  a  fleet  in  cafe  of  projefted 
invafion  was  uncertain;  winds,  tides,  ana  acci- 
dents, not  in  the  governance  of  human  policy, 
might  prevent  naval  operations ;  and  France, 
having  always  a  powerful  military  force  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  coafts,  might,  in  the  fpace  of  four 
and  twenty  hours,  by  preffing  fifliing  boats  and 
fmall  craft,  land  fo  large  an  army  as  to  endan- 
ger the  exiftence  and  independence  of  the 
nation.  Miferable  indeed  would  be  the  re- 
liance on  an  undifciplined  militia;  where  gra- 
dations of  ratik  were  not  obferved  among  the 
officers,  and  the  privates  completed  by  fub- 
ftitutes.  Nor  were  thefe  perils  to  be  dif- 
regarded  as  diftant  and  doubtful ;  for  the 
duke  of  Grafton  pofitively  afferted,  that  a  v^ai 
with  France  muft  take  place  within  three 
months,  unlefs  peace  was  concluded  with  Ame-  • 
tica. 

This  mode  of  arguing  was  decried  as  tend- 
ing to  invite,  what  the  fpeakers  affeftfed  to  de- 
(>recate,  hoftility  and  invafion.  The  funda- 
mental faL&s  and  inferences  were  ftrongly  de- 
nied ;  France  could  not  coUeft  a  fufficient 
force  to  0iak6^  an  itnprelfioii;  an  armament 
from  Calais  would  be  deftroyed  by  the  Britilh 
fleet  in  the  Downs ;  tiid  \^hen  an  invafion  from 
p  4  Dunkirk 
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CHAP.  Dunkirk  vas  proje6led  under  MarHial  Saxe^ 
XXXII.  lord  Sandwich  laid  he  had  feen  whole  hogflieads 
1778.  of  letters,  both  from  perfons  refident  at  Dun- 
kirk, and  others  ferving  in  the  intended  expe- 
dition, reprobating  the  folly,  abfurdity,  and 
iinpra6ticability  of  the  attempt,  and  earneftly 
wilhing  it' abandoned.  The  report  of  a  Britifh 
fquadron  flationed  of  Nantz  and  TOi  lent  was 
untrue;  and  the  management  of  the  militia 
was  wifely  arranged,  fubftitutes  being  in  gene- 
ral much  better  and  more  experienced  Ibldiers 
than  could  be  obtained  by  taking  tradefmen 
j^nd  artificers  from  their  lliops  and  mauufac- 
tmies. 

The  motion  was  negatived.* 
6th  Feb.  T^E  houfc  of  lords  did  not  adopt  the  rcgu- 
Biirkes  lalion  of  excluding  (Jrangers,  but  the  hotife  of 
Seem"**"  commous  Continued  it  on  the  next  fitting  of 
pioymcnt  the  Committee,  when  Burke  moved  for  copies 
•fiavagcs.  of  papers  relative  to  the  employment  of  the 
Indians  of  America,  from  March  1774,  to 
January  1778. 

In  fupport  of  this  prppofition  he  made  a 
fpeech  of  more  than  three  hours,  which  is 
generally  applauded  as  one  of  his  moft  diftin- 
guilhed  efforts,  though  very  inadequately  re- 
ported. Colonel  Barr6,  mixing  fomewhat  of 
the  fpirit  of  party  with  genuine  admiration  of 
extraordinary  talent,  offered,  if  it  were  pub- 
liihed,  to  nail  it  on  every  church  door  where  he 
faw  the  king's  proclamation  for  a  faft;  and 
governor  Johnftone  rejoiced  in  the  exclufion  of 
iirangers,  as  their  indignation  and  enthufiafm 
would  have  impelled  them  to  tear  in  pieces  the 
two  minifterial  lords,  North  and  Germaine, 
The  former  grounds  of  defecfcce  urged  in  be? 

*'  j,i  to  34.  , 

half 
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half  of  this  nieafure  were  treated  by  Burke  as  CHAP. 
dcferving  little  regard.    The  fault  ot  employing   ^^^^^ 
favages,  he  faid,  did  not  confift  in  their  colour,      lyy^- 
or  their  weapons,  but  in  their  mode  of  warfare, 
which  was  fo  horrible  iis  to  ihock,  not  only 
the  manners  of  all  civilized  people,  but  far  ex- 
ceed the  ferocity  of  all   barbarians  nientione4. 
in  hiftory.     The  Indians  have  two  priqcipal 
objefts.  in  war ;  the  glory  of  deftroying  or  ex- 
terminating their  enemies;  and  that  of  pro-r, 
curing  the  grcatcft  numbers  of  fcalps,  to  hang, 
up  in   their  huts  as  trophies  of  viftory,  and 
proofs  of  prowefs.     Having  no  titles,  fmecure 
places,     lucrative    governments,    pendons,   or 
red  ribbons  to    beftow,    they    reward    valour 
by  donations  of  human  fcalps,   human  flefh, 
and  the  gratifications  arifing  from  torturing, 
mangling,  fcalping,  and  fometimes  devouring 
their  captives.  They  were  formidable  only  from 
their  cruelty ;  and  tliofe  who  employed  them 
became  chargeable  with  all  their  odious  and 
impotent  barbarities.     No  proof  was  adduced 
that  the  Americans  had  attempted  an  ofFenfive  ' 
alliance   with   any  of  their    tribes,  Avhile   the 
papers  before  the  hoiife  dcmonftrated,  that  the 
king's  minifters  had  negotiated  and  obtained 
luch  aUianccs  in  all  parts  of  the  continent. 

BuHicE  ludicroudy  analyfed  general  Bur- 
goyne's  famous  fpeech  ;  not  decrying  its  fen- 
timents,  but  the  application  of  them  to  favages, 
not  more  intelligent  or  likely  to  be  aftb<51ed,  than 
the  wild  hearts  of  the  foreft.  He  endeavoured 
to  prove,  by  details  of  Burgoyne's  and  St.  Leger's 
expeditions,  that  the  Indians  did,  in  eheO^ 
indifcriminately  murder  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, friends  and  foes ;  and  that  the  greateft 
flaughter  fell  on  thofe  who  were  beft  aifefted 
tft  the  king's  government,  and  had  been  dif- 

armed 
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CHAP.  arnie<i  by  the  provincials ;  painting  in  ftrong 

^^^^   colours  the  ftory  of  Mifs  Macrea. 

jfju         Th£  only  pofljble  remedy  agaiuft  the  aliena* 

lion  of  aflreciion,diftruft,  and  terror,  created  by 

thefi^  meafures,  was  a  ferious  parliamentary  in* 

quiry,  attended  with  demonftrations  oFdifap- 

Erobation.  The  colonies  would  otherwife  never 
elieve  thofe  who  carried  on  fo  cruel  and  dif- 
-^  honourable  a  war,  fit  objetts' of  confidence  for 
a  found  and  cordial  peace,  and  much  lefs  to  be 
intruded  with  power  and  dominion. 

Governor  Pownall  agreed  there  was 
liotfohellrih,  fo  unfair  an  engine  of  war,  as  the 
fervice  of  the  favage,  mixed  with  the  civilized 
foldier.  Humanity  and  honour  had,  among 
civilized  nations,  defined  rights,  and  given  lawg 
to  war ;  laid  reftraints  on  havock,  and  impofed 
limits  to  deftruftion  and  bloodfhed :  even  in 
the  rigours  of  war  civilized  nations  had  adopted, 
^nd  almoft  univerfally  obferved,  the  jura  oelli. 
The  war  of  favages,  on  the  contrary,  being  a 
conteft  unregulated  by  feelings  of  honourorhu- 
manity,  was  an  unreftrained  effufion  of  revenge 
and  blood-thirftinefs,  ravage,  devafl:ation,  and 
utter  deftruftion.  No  juftification  could  be 
offered  for  employing  Indians,  but  abfolute, 
unavoidable  neceflity.  The  operations  of  the 
American  war  were  combined  with  the  nature 
of  the  country,  more  than  half  awildernefs,and 
with  the'  interefts  and  nature  of  the  ludians  in* 
habiting  that  w^ildernefs.  No  war  could  bp 
carried  on  without  their  interpofition ;  that 
belligerent  power  with  whon:i  they  did  not  oo- 
o|)erate,  they  would  attack ;  neutrality  was  a' 
d^lufive  notion,  imprafticable  in  faft,  and 
iiever  adopted  by  any  paity,  but  as  a  fucccda- 
iieum,  after  mifcarriage  in  the  attempt  to  tn- 
gagfe  them  in  offcnfive  operations.  Such  were 
1  the 
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the  politics  of  the  French  in  the  laft/and  of  the  ^^^f* 
congrefs  in  the  prefent,  war:  they  firftendea-  "^  j 
voiired  to  engage  the  Indians,  but  failing,  af-  177^ 
feercd  to  foUow  the  plaufible  line  of  neutrality 
in  the  temper  of  moderation  and  humanity. 
The  iieceflity  of  employing  them  might  *bc 
avoided ;  their  voluntary  neutrality  was  non- 
fenfe,  delufive,  dangerous  nonfenfe  ;  but  if  both 
belligerent  powers  agreed  ftrifitly  to  defift  from 
engaging  then),  and  adopt  ibme  ftipulation 
or  convention  mutually,  and  in  one  fpirit  of 
goml  faith  not  to  fuffer  them  to  intermeddle, 
but  a6t  againft  them  as  enemies,  wherever 
they  attempted  hofiilities,  all  the  liorrors,  fo 
forcibly  depifted,  might  be  prevented,  or 
greatly  reflrained.  If  government  and  parlia* 
ment  would  '  concur  in  this  regulation,  arid 
propofe  to  congrefs  fuch  a  convention,  they 
would  certainly  embrace  it  with  fincerity,  ana 
execute  it  with  good  faith.  The  roeafure  would 
be  independent  of  the  objeft  of  the  war ;  and 
yet  this  fpirit,  thus  aiming  toregulate  the  means 
of  reft  rain  in  gits  rigours,  might  becomethe  firft 
feed  of  peace.  It  would  facilitate  mutual  good 
difpofitions  and  good  offices  ;  and  fuch  a  be- 
ginning would  probably  end  in  peace  ;  at  all 
events,  government  would  not  encjanger  any  of 
its  rights  or  interefts  in  making  the  propofal. 
In  conclufion,  this  intelligent  member  offered, 
without  commiffion,  pay,  or  expectation  of  re- 
compence,  perfonally  to  attend  the  congrefs, 
and  negotiate  the  arrangement,  without  com- 
mitting the  dignity  of  the  Britifh  crown. 
'  Burke's  motion  was  rejefted, '^  as  well  ilu 
feveral  auxiliary  propofitions  by  which  it  was 
followed. 

7*23  to  H7* 
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AnotheH  effort  was  made  by  Fox  to  itc-»^ 
compliih  thofe  regulations  of  military  exertion 
which  the  oppofition  feemed  to  confider  as  one 
of  the  great  objetts  in  obtaining  the  commit- 
tee. He  moved  as  a  refolution,  that  in  1774 
the  whole  of  the  land  forces  ferving  in  North 
America  did  not  amount  to  more  than  (i:^ 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty-four  men, 
officers  included  ;*and  read  eleven,  otlier  refo- 
lutions  which  ftated  progreifively  all  the  rein- 
forcements fent  to  America  (ince  that  period, 
founding;  on  the  whole  a  deduction,  that  twenty, 
thoufand  men  had  been  loft  in  the  conteft.  If 
withfo  great  a  force  fo  little  could  be  achieved, 
it  was  clearly  imprafticable,  by  profecuting 
the  war,  either  to  fubdue  the  Americans  or 
terrify  them  into  obedience. 

Thf.se  ftatements  were  faid,  by  the  friends  of 
adminiftration,  to  be  unfounded  in  fa6l,  as  not 
jnore  than  twelve  hundred  men  had  been  de- 
ftroyed  in  battle;  and  if  the  grofs  deficiency  of 
the  army,  including  thofe  who  died  natural 
deaths,  deferted,  became  prifoners,  or  unfit  for 
fervice,  were  publiflied  as  lofs,  it  would  convey 
information  very  remote  from  truth.  The  re- 
folution was  evaded  by  a  motion  for  leave  to 
report  progrcfs. ' 

In  the  hoiife  of  lords  the  committee  was  em- 
ployed in  the  examination  of  evidence:  mer- 
chants were  called  as  witnelTes,  who  proved  that 
great  lofs  had  enfued  to  their  commercial  con-i 
cerns  from  the  war,  and  other  merchants,  pro-» 
ducedon  the  part  of  adminiftration,  who  fhew- 
^d  that  CQnfiderable  captures  had  been  made, 
^nd  new  and  profitable  fources  of  commerce 
opened  fince  the  commencement  of  hoftilit(,es, 
Theduke  of  Richmond,  who  ftrenuoufly  oppofed 

:  the 
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theproduftion  of  the  latter  witnefles,  refifted  ilo  ^^\^* 
lefs  the  realbnings  drawn  from  their  teftiniony  y  _- J 
as^inft  a  fefies  of  refolutions  which  he  moved,      1778. 
declaratory  of  the  great  maritime  and  commer-  tion°i  mor. 
ciai   loffes  fuftained  by  the  war.     The  prizes  edWythe 
taken  and  diftributed'to  Britifli  feamert,  for  Jj^^J^^ 
from  being^  a  balance  in  our  favour,  added  to 
our  lofs ;  for  if  we  were  not  at  war  with  Ameri- 
ca, the  value  of  all  thefe  cargoes,  in  the  circui- 
tous courfe  of  trade,  mull  centre  in  Great  Bri- 
tain.    The  proportions  were  difpofed  of  by  the 
previous  queftion.'     Other  motions  made  by 
the  duke  of  Richmond  for  declaring  the  num-  i^thand 
ber  of  troops  fent  to  America,  and  for  afcertain-  '^^  ^^^' 
ing  the  expence  incurred  by  the  war,  occafion- 
ed  long  difcuffions,  and  upon  each  the  chair- 
man was  directed  to  leave  the  chair. 

A  MOTION  was  made  by  the  duke  of  Bolton  *dM«ich, 
for  cenfuringthe  naval  condu6l  of  the  war,  by  a  JJfj'dukco^ 
refolution  expreflive  of  the  number  offliipsem-  Bolton  re- 
ployed  in  America  fince  1774.   The  debate  was  fy^'^^s 
generally  confined  to  broad  aflertions,  and  re-    ^^P**^^* 
folute  contradictions.     According  to  the  lords 
in  oppotition,  the  great  national  bulwark  was 
in  a  ftate  of  ihameful  neglect  ;  wliile  the  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  naval  department  infill- 
ed that  it  had  never*  been  fo  judicioully  admi- 
niftered.      The  previous  queftion  terminated 
the  difcuflion.** 

In  the  meantime  lord  North,  purfuant  to  a  "rthFeb. 
notice  in  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  na-  North's 
tion,  fubmitted  to  the  houfe  a  new  plan  of  con-  pianof 
ciliation  with  the  colonics,     llisfpeech  in  in-  JJ^n^^*^*** 
troducing  this  meafure  was  long  and  explicit. 
He  had  been  uniformly  difpofed  to  peace.  The 

^So  to  32. 

*  Id  thefc  diFifions  the  majorities  always  txcetdcd  two  to  one. 

foercive 
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c  H  A  ?.  Coercive  afts  appeared  necelfary  when  they  wew 
^^^^^  propofed,  but  finding  them  unprodurtive  of  the 
X77S.  intended  eflFe6l,  he  eflayed  concihatory  inea- 
fures,  before  the  fword  was  unfheathed.  He  then 
thought  (nor  was  his  opinion  changed)  thofe 
propofittons  capable  of  forming  the  happieft, 
moll  equitable,  and  moil  lading  bond  of  union 
Jbetween  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies ;  but  by 
a  yaxiety  of  difcuflions,  a  plan,  originally  clear 
and  Ample,  was  made  to  appear  fo  obfcure  as  to 
gq  damned  to  America.  Congrefs  conceived^ 
oij  took  occafion  to  reprefent  it  as  a  fcheme  for 
fowingdivifions,  and  introducing  a  worfe  fpecies 
of  taxation  than  had  previoufly  exifted,  and 
accordingly  rejefted  it.  He  never  expefted  to 
derive  any  confiderable  revenue  from  America; 
in  his  opinion  they  iliould  contribute  in  a  very- 
low  proportion  to  the  expences  of  the  (late. 
F^w  taxes  would  prove  worth  the  charge  of 
colleftion  ;  even  the  ftamo  aft,  the  moft  judi- 
cious and  moll  highly  ellimated,  would  not 
haye  produced  a  confiderable  revenue :  a  con- 
federacy againft  the  ufe  of  (lamps,  would  have 
annihilated  the  produce,  while  it  increafed  th« 
confuiions  of  the  country.  He  found  America 
already  taxed,  when  he  unfortunately  came  into 
adminiftration.  The  aft,  enabling  the  Eaft  In- 
dia company  to  fend  teas  with  the  drawback 
of  the  whole  duty,  was  a  relief  inftead  of  an 
oppreffion  ;  but  the  difafFefted,  and  thofe  en- 
gaged in  contraband  trade,  endeavoured  to  re- 
prefent it  as  a  monopoly.  He  never  intended 
ta^atipn  in  the  laft  tea  aft;,  nor  in  the  conci- 
liatory propofition,  but  as  a  medium  of  union 
«|id  concord ;  his  prefent  propofition  would 
therefore  be  found  coufifteut  with  his  former 
conduct. 

Ovz 


G  E  O  It  G  £    inU 

On£  of  the  bills  he  defigned  to  move  troiild 
quiet  America  on  the  fubjeQ;  of  taxation,  difpel 
allfear^,  realorpretented,  that  parliament  would 
attempt  to  tax  them  again,  and  annul  the  right 
itfelf,  fo  far  as  it  regarded  revenue.  The  Ame- 
ricans had  dcfired  a  repeal  of  all  the  ads  pafled 
fince  1763 ;  were  tliis  requifition  granted  in  its 
full  extent,  feveral  ftatutes,  highly  beneficial  to 
themfelves,  granthig  bounties  and  premiums, 
orrelaxing  former  grievous  regulations,  muft  be 
refcinded.  The  late  a<38  >vhich  originated  iti 
the  quarrel  fliould  ceafewithit;  and  commif- 
fioners  fliould  be  authorized  to  adjuft,  in  a  fatis* 
faftory  manner,  all  other  difputes.  The  powers 
granted  to  fonner  commifliouers  had  been  cou- 
fidered  more  limited  than  in  reality  they  were : 
be  lliould  take  care  now  to  bf  explicit,  granting 
full  authority  to  difcufs  and  conclude  every 
point,  treating  with  the  congrefs  as  if  it  were;a 
legal  body,  and  would  fo  far  give  it  authenti- 
city as  if  its  afts  and  conceflions  would  bind  all 
America.  They  lliould  be  empoAvered  to  treat 
with  provincial  affemblies  as  at  prefent  coir- 
futute4,  and  with  individuals  in  their  adual 
civil  capacities,  or  military  commands ;  with 
general  Wafhington  or  any  other  officer :  they 
might  fufp^nd  hoflilities ;  intermit  the  opera- 
tion of  laws ;  grant  pardons,  immunities,  and  re- 
wards; reftoretocolonies their  ancient  conftitu- 
tions  ;  and  nominate  governors,  council,  judges, 
and  magiftrates,  till  the  king's  further  pleafure 
ihould  oe  known.  A  renunciation  of  inde- 
wndence  woujd  not  be  infiftedon  till  the  treaty 
nad  received  final  ratification  by  the- king  and 
parliament.  The  commiffioners  ihould  be  in- 
ftrufted  to  negotiate  for  a  reafonable  and  mor 
derate  contribution  towards  the  common  dee- 
fence  of  the  empire,  when  re-united:  but  tQ 

obviate 
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jC  H  A  P.  obviate  every  pretence  againft  terminating  this 
'^!j^^  unhappy  difference,  the  contribution  Ihoiild 
*  i778»     not   be  inlifted  on  as  a  j?;?e  qua  fwn  of  the 

treaty. 

If  fuchhad  ahvays  been  his  fcnliments  with 

regard  to  taxation  and  peace,  why,  it  would  be 

•  afked,  had  he  not  made  the  propofition  at  a 
more  early  period  ?  his  opinion  had  ever  been 
that  the  moment  of  vi6lory  was  the  proper  time 
for  offering  terms,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feflion  he  had  declared  thofe  fentiments ;  he 
then  thought  jthe  vidories  obtained  by  Sir 
William  Howe  more  deciiive,  and  was  un- 
ac(juainted  with  general  Burgoyne's  misfor- 
tune. Thefe  terms  were  in  fubftancethefamche 

:%v'ould  offer  in  the  height  of  vidory  ;  he  faw 
.no  reafon  for  protracHng  the  war,  the  effufioti 
,  of  blood,   and  the  immoderate  expence,   and 

therefore  now  offered  the  fame  propofitions. 
The  events  of  war  had  not  correfj)onded  with 
his.expedations ;  but  his  conceffions  were  from 

♦  reafon  and  propriety,  not  neceffity.  England 
-was  in  a  condition  to  profecutethe  war  much 
longer  ;  new  armies  could  cafily  be  raifed,  tlie 
navy  was  never  in  greater  ftrength,  and  the 
revenue  very  little  funk.  With  thefe  obferva- 
tions  he  fubmitted  the  whole  plan,  together 
with  the  propriety  of  his  paft  and  prefent  con- 
dud,  to  tlie  judgment  of  the  houfe. 

Approved  Fox  was  glad  to  find  the  propofitions  Co 
^y^ox.  ample  and  fatisfadory,  and  believed  they 
would  be  fupported  by  all  thofe  with  whom  he 
had  the  honour  to  aA :  they  did  not  differ  ma- 
terially from  thofe  of  Burke  about  three  years 
-a'go ;  the  fame  arguments  then  ufed  by  the  mi«- 
nority,  and  nearly  in  the  fame  words,  were  now 
reproduced  by  lord  North.  He  wiihed  this 
conceffion  had  been  made  more  early,  and  on 

principles 
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principles  more  refpedful  to  parliament  To  tell  chap. 

them  that  if  they  were  deceived,  they  had  de-    ^^ 

ceived  themfelves,  was  neither  kind  nor  civil      »7?«* 
to  an  aflembly,  which,  for  fo  many  years,  had 
relied  on  him   with   fuch    unreferved   confi- 
dence.   All  public  bodies,  like  the  houfc  of 
commons,   muft  repofe   ample  truft  in   mini- 
fters ;  their  only  method  of  preventing  its  abufe         ' 
was  to  punifh  thofe  who  had  mifmformed  them 
concerning  the  true  ftate  of  their  affairs,  or 
conduced  them   with  negligence,  ignorance^ 
or  incapacity.     Lord    North's  arguments  on 
this  fubjeft  might  be  all  collefted  into    one 
point,  his  excufes  all  reduced  into  one  apology, 
nis  total  ignorance.     He  hoped,   and  was  dif- 
appoittted ;  he  expefted  much,  and  found  little 
to   anfwer  his  expedations.     He  thought  the 
Americans    would    obey    his  laws;  they  re- 
fifted.     He  thought  they  would  fubmit  to  his 
armies ;  the  armies  were    beaten  by  inferior 
numbers.     He  made  conciliatory  propofitions, 
and   thought  they  M'ould  fucceed;  but  they 
were  rejefted.     He  appointed  commiflioners  to 
make  peace,    and   thought  they  had  powers ; 
but  found  they  could  not  make  peace,  and  no- 
body believed  they    had    any  •  powers.     The 
prefent  propofition   deferved  iupport,    becaufe 
much  more  clear  and  fatisfaftory  than  the  laft ; 
for  neceffity  had  at  length  compelled  the  mini- 
fter  to  fpeak  plainly. 

Th  e  fanftion  of  fo  great  a  leader  did  not  pre-  QpppM* 
vent  feveral  members  of  oppofition  from  railing 
objedions  to  lord  North's  plan.  Little  hope 
could  be  entertained,  they  faid,  of  good  e&Gt ; 
for,  whatever  the  Americans  might  fuffer  by  tlie 
continuance  of  war,  they  would  never  receive 
the  olive  branch  from  hands  fo  deeply  Gained 
with  the  blood  of  their  countrymen.     If  no- 

voL.  Ill,  £  thing 
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CHAP,  thing  c6uld  be  gained  from  their  fear^  what 
^^^^  could  the  prefent  minifters  expeft  from  their 
*77«.  affedions  ?  The  propofitions  proved  the  prof- 
perous  condition  of  American  affairs,  and  the 
humiliation  of  Great  Britain.  Although  the 
minifter  boafted,  with  an  air  of  fortitude,  of 
the  ftate  of  the  army  and  navy,  would  it  be 
believed  that  thofe  who  talked  of  nothing  lefe 
than  unconditional  fubmiffion,  and  bringing 
America  proftrate  at  their  feet,  repealed  ob- 
noxious afts,  from  any  other  motive,  than  a 
conviftion  that  the  ftrength  of  the  nation  wa» 
inadequate  to  the  conteft  ?  And  could  it  be 
expefted,  that,  after  having  refilled  and  baffled 
our  utmoft  efforts,  the  Americans  would  ever 
Iheath  the  fword  without  fuflicierit  fecurity 
againft  the  repetition  of  injuries  ?  Would  not 
the  breach  of  the  folenm  official  promife  of  lord 
Hillfborough  juftify  the  Americans  in  declining 
negotiation  with  men,  m  ho  laid  the  foundation 
of  war  in  perfidy,  and  built  on  it  with  cruelty  ? 
The  Americans  would  not,  now  the  hazard  of 
conteft  Avas  fo  nearly  paft,  entruft  for  a  moment^ 
the  privileges  for  which  they  had  ventured 
their  lives  and  fortunes,  in  the  hands  from 
which  they  had  juft  reicued  them.  The  mo- 
tion tended,  not  to  pacify  America,  but  to 
amufe  England  by  a  delufive  profpeft  of  recon- 
ciliation, and  luipend,  at  Icaft,  the  vengeance 
of  an  injured  and  infulted  public. 
a3dFeb.  These  obje6tions  produced  no  cffeft ;  two 
rfelffu  *^  bills  were  brought  in  for  effeding  the  purpofe 
through  fuggeftcd  in  lord  North's  fpeech.  In  the  com- 
ti^^ioufe  mittee,  ferjeant  Adair  moved  that  the  power 
■oni?"  ^f  nominating  commiffioners  fliould  be,  not  in 
the  crown,  but  in  parliament ;  but  the  motion 
wai  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Another 
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Akother  debate  on  the  fame  principle  was    chap. 
maintained   in  the  committee,  when   feveral    J^™Jj 
friends  of  government  reprobated  the  renun-      ,77». 
ciation  of  the  right  of  taxation ;   the  oppofi-  *¥^  ^^^^ 
tion  infified  that  the  bill  was  too  late  to  produce 
beneficial  efFefts,  and  the  minifter  declared  the 
commiffioners  ihould  not  be  qualified  to  con- 
cede the  point  of  independence ;  the  Americans 
muft  treat  as  fubjeds.      The  bill    rcfpefting  *s^ 
taxation  was  amended  by  the  infertion  of  a 
claufe  to  repeal  the  a6l  for  taxing  tea;    and 
its  provifions  were  extended  to  the  Weft  India 
Iflands. 

Ok  the  third  reading  of  the  bills,  the  mem-  id  Marck. 

bers  of  oppofition  came  prepared  for  more 

determined  hoftility,  and  finiflied  the  talk  of 

giving  an  unfavourable  impreflion,  and  fur- 

nifliing  arguments  for  rejeding  the  proffered 

conciliation.      Wilkes,    who   was    the    chief 

fpeaker  on  this  fide,  qualified  the  approbation 

given  by  oppofition  to  the  principles  of  the 

a6^  by  obferving  it  could  not  be  withheld,  as 

the  minifter  had  borrowed  them  from   thofe 

who  would  not,  even  when  in  his  hands,  refufe 

to  avow  them.     He  bantered  fome  fupporters 

of  adminifiration  on  the  period  of  their  conver- 

fionto  thefe  new  principles  ;  one** had  avowed 

that  he  became  convinced  of  the  impraftica- 

bility  of  deriving  a  beneficial  revenue  from 

America,  when  general  Howe  was  compelled  to 

retire  from  the  Jerfeys  ;    another,  ^  when  But- 

goyne  capitulated  at  Saratoga.     Waftiington 

and  Gates  Av^ere  powerful  apoftles  ;    he  Ihould 

not  be  furpriled  if  general  Howe  himfelf  were, 

in  the  end,  converted.     The  era  of  the  mini- 

fter's  converfion  was  not  fo  far  diftant ;    it 

^  Mr.  Dun(kt.        *  Mr.  Charles  Baldwin. 

X  2  happened 
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CHAP,  happened  at  the  fuccefsful  moment  of  the  late 
^^^  American  negotiation  in  France,  which  eftab- 
x7;8.  liflied  their  independence.  It  was  impoffible 
not  to  be  charmed  with  the  gentle,  meek,  fup- 
plicating,  humiliating  tone  of  the  noble  lord. 
No  more  Mas  faid  of  the  vengeance  of  the  (late 
againft  daring  rebels :  the  harfli  difcord  of  war 
no  longer  grated  on  the  ear  ;  it  was  now  ra- 
vifhed  with  the  enchanting  founds  of  peace,  har- 
mony, and  reconcilation.  The  conciliatory  bills 
were  more  calculated  for  England  than  Ame- 
f  ica :  as  they  tendered  a  hope,  which  mihiftets 
knew  to  be  fallacious,  of  reconciliation,  onterms 
fhort  of  independence.  Wilkes  then  analyfed 
feveral  expreffions  in  the  bills,  which,  far  from 
healing,  he  confidered  moft  obnoxious,  oiFeil- 
five^  and  galling ;  the  language  of  high  and 
direft  infult  In  Oftober  1774,  he  proceeded, 
the  congrefs  humbly  fuppHcated  for  peac6, 
liberty,  and  fafety  ;  fafety  had  been  fmce  fe- 
cured  by  their  own  prowefs,  except  indeed  on 
fome  parts  of  their  extenfive  coaft :  they  had 
been  driven  into  independence,  and  began  to 
tafte  its  fweets  ;  they  had  been  forced  into  re- 
luftant  warfare,  and  urged  to  defperation  ; 
their  towns  wantonly  burnt,  men,  women, 
children,  even  infants  at  the  breaft,  inhumanly 
butchered,  captives  maflacred  in  cold  blood,  the 
dying  and  wounded  fcalped  ;  and  fire  and  Avord 
carried  through  the  moft  fertile  provinces  ; 
could  miniftcrs  then  weakly  expeft  to  cajole 
America  with  a  parchment  aft,  at  the  moment  of 
declaring  their  defpair  of  conqueft  by  thefword  ? 
The  eolonifts  had  now  tried  their  ftrength,  and 
found  their  reiburces,  both  on  their  ownifcdii- 
tinent  and  in  Europe,  adequate  to  their  views. 
The  wliole  world  admired  their  firmnefs  and 
fortitude,  and  joined  iu  Wiwin  applaufe  of 
#  their 
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tkiriDilitary  acliievetnents.  The  zeal  af  France   chap. 
ha(4  attained  its  higheil  pitch,  and  even  this    ^xxii. 
iiland  might  fay  to  America,  in  the  words  of     j^^g. 
Horace, 

"  Te  C(ede  gatidentes  Britanni 

"  Compo/itis  venerantur  armis,'' 
The  Americans  had  exprelfed  the  utmoft  abhor- 
rence of  the  rainifters  who  were  to  nominate  the 
commiilioners ;  and  would  they  entertain  a  more 
favourable  idea  of  their  creatures  ?  The  in- 
tended negotiation  could  produce  only,  dif- 
grace  and  humiliation,  and  create  a  lucrative 
job  for  five  bold  hungry  dependents  of  the 
miniftet.  He  advifed,  though  not  fond  of 
giving  advipe,  an  immediate  ceflation  of  arms, 
as  the  means  of  faving  Howe  from  the  fate  qf 
3urgoyne. 

To  thisfpecch,  interfpcrfed  with  much  of  thj^t 
ribaldry  in  which  Wilkes  fo  much  delighted, 
no  anfwer  was  given,  and  the  bills  paffed 
without  a  divifion. 

pRKPAKED  by  the  debates  in  the  houfe  of  3d,5th,ind 
commons,  the  lords  in  oppofition  embarraffed  Ucbatedln 
tlie   progrcfs   of  the    coociUatory  bills  with  thchouft 
numerous  objections,   unacconipanied  by  any  ^^^^^ 
conccflion.     The  duke. of  Richmond  read  the 
American  declaration   of  independence,    and 
.after  commenting  on  it,  paragraph  by   para- 
graph, appealed  to  minifters  whether  they  meant 
to  concede,  or  fubfcribe  to  its  alfertions  ?  fuch 
.as  thefe,  that  the  king  was  a  tyrapt;  that  troops 
had  been  quartemd  aniopg  them,  without  their 
confent;   tliat   the  admiralty    courts  ,were  a 
grievance ;  that  aSs,  fufpending  thofe  of  their 
refpe6liveaflembhes,.had  paffed  the  Britiflrparlia* 
ment;  that  the  king  having  afted  tyrannically, 
they  l^d  juftly  withdrawn  themfelves  from  his 
aUegij^nce ;  and  that  the  judges. .enjoying  their 

E  3  '  offices 
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CHAP.  ^ffi<^^s  during  pleafure,  were  rendered  depcn* 
xxxn.  dent  on  the  crown  ?  His  wajefty  had  loft  the 
^~^X^f  affedion  of  his  American  fubiefts,  by  the  in- 
folent,  daiing,  perfidious,  and  unconftitutional 
language  of  mmiftere,  Thefe  bills,  far  from 
regaining  it,  would  found  the  trumpet  qf  war 
to  all  neighbouring  nations.  The  meafure  was 
impotent,  ignominious,  and  inefFe6lual.  Why 
'not  renounce  at  once  the  right  of  taxation 
referved  in  the  declaratory  aft  ?  The  American* 
were  wife,  fagacious,  and  penetrating  enough 
to  defcry,  under  this  pretendf d  candour,  con^*' 
ceffion,  and  good  will,  the  fame  principles 
direded  towards  the  attainment  of  the  fariic 
objefts,  though  by  a  different  mode.  The 
bill  for  fending  out  commiflioners,  meant  no- 
thing, or  wone  than  nothing ;  it  was  better 
calculated  to  divide  than  conciliate.  It  em- 
powered to  treat  with  America,  and  then  re- 
turn to  Europe  to  confult  parliament.  Why 
not,  inftead  of  afming  commiflioners  with 
powers,  not  to  be  regulated,  nor  of  courfe  pro- 
perly exercifcd,  why  not  repeal  all  the  obnoxi- 
ous a6ls  at  once  ?  Such  conduft  would  evince 
fmcerity.  If  theneceflity  whichminifter3 avow- 
ed to  influence  their  meafures,  arofe  from  the 
knowledge  of  a  treaty,  ofFenfivc  and  defeniive, 
having  been  agitated,  or  figned  between  France 
and  America,  it  was  the  duty  of  minifters  to 
afford  explicit  information.  They  could  not 
be  ignorant  of  the  truth ;  it  had  been  menr 
tibned  in  the  lower  houfe  three  weeks  fince  j 
nay,  report  faid,  they  not  only  knew  it,  but 
had  fent  emiffaries  to  tamper  with  Franklin 
and  Deane,  offering  the  tenn^  included  in 
the  bill,  but  which  had  been  refiifed  witli 
contempt.  Report  even  faid,  they  had  ap- 
|)lied  to  the  congrefe  j  who  had  rejefted  every 

propo- 
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f ropofition  they  now  meant  to  offer.     If  fujch    chap. 
was  the  faft,  nothing  could  excufe,  nothing    ^^^ 
palKate  the  prefumption  and  wickednefs  of  fuch  a      '77*- 
trick, fuch  adeception  on  the  nation,as  the prefent 
recanting  fcheme,  which,  if  unfuccefsful,  mull 
augment  difficulties,  and  increafe  dilhonour. 

Besides  thefe  objeftions  from  the  ufual 
aiTertors  of  the  juftice  of  the  American  caufe, 
lord  Temple,  from  motives  precifely  the  reverfe, 
expreflfed  high  indignation  and  conten^pt  of 
the  meafure.  America  had  aimed  at  independ- 
ence from  the  beginning,  Minifters  had 
raifed  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  by  the  new  levies,  ^ 
ud  now  diminiOied  it  by  thus  dilgracefully 
proftrating  the  country,  parliament,  and  peo^ 
pie,  at  the  feet  of  Franklin  and  Deane,  to  whom 
minifters  paid  homage  in  fackcloth  and  aiJ^ies^ 
The  prefent  bills  were  fo  difgraceful  in  every 
point,  that  "  venit  fumma  dies  "  miglit  now  be 
unhappily  applied  to  the  glory  of  this  country. 

Lord  Suelburnk  too  oppofed  the  bills, 
aifigning  as  a  motive  their  tendency  to  fepa«^ 
fate  the  two  countries.  He  would  never  conr 
fent  that  America  fliould  be  independent :  His 
idea  of  the  connection  between  the  mothercQun- 
t^ry  and  the  colonies  was,  that  they  fliould  havp 
one  friend^  one  enen^v,  one  purfe,  an^  pne  fword ; 
Great  Bptain  fupcrintendingtheintereft^ofthe 
ivrhole,  as  the  great  controuling  power,  JJoth 
pountries  fhould  have  but  one  will,  though  the 
means  of  expreffing  it  might  be  diflFerent,  dift 
%m^  and  varied.  All  this  might  have  been 
procured  not  long  fmce ;  and  perhaps  evea 
now,  without  meafures  of  blood.  He  would 
never  adopt  any  fcheme  tending  to  a  divorce 
from  the  colonic;  when  that  event  ihould 
take  place,  the  fun  of  Great  Britain  was  fet,  ihe 
^TQula  no  longer  be  powerful  or  refpeftable. 

£4  Tm; 
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CHAP.       The  bill  paffed  without  a  divifion :  a  protcft 

^^^^   iigned  by  lord  Abingdon  was  entered  on  the 

journals,  containing  the  principal  objeftions 

urged  in  debate,  and  fonie  new  arguments,  likely 

to  afford  plauiible  themes  of  declamation  to 

the  American  conerefs. 

Motions  in      After  paffing  thefc  afts,  two  motions  were 

tbehoufe    made  in  the  houfe  of  commons,   calculated 

»oni?'      P^    S^^^  ^^  unfavourable  impreffion  of  their 

importance,  and  to  urge  the  miniftry  to  fiioh 

declaratiotis    as  would  be  ungrateful  to  the 

xiihMar.  Americans.    One  was  by  James  Luttrell,  "  that 

if  the  commiffionersfliouldfind  the  continuance 

in  office  of  any  minifter  or  minifters,  hnpreffed 

'  inch  jealoufies  in  the  colonies  as  might  obAruA 

the  happy  work  of  peace,  the  commiffionew 

might  be  enabled  to  promife  their  removal.  * 

joihApr.   The  other  was  by  Mr.  Powyi,  for  further  in- 

ftrudlions  to  the  commiflioners.     The  debate 

turned  on  the  refources,  habits,  and  luxuries 

of  Great  Britain,  compared  vith  thofe  of  Atne- 

Tica ;  and  the  propriety  of  conceding  independ-^ 

lence,  if  required ;  but  fome  members  of  op- 

^ofition  cenfured  the  motion,  and  the  chairman 

■*as   ordered  to  leave  the  chair  without    a 

divifion. 

*  This  motion  was  rejected,  150  to  55. 
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CHAPTER     THE    THIRTY-THIRD^: 

1778. 

Frequent  allufions  in  parliament  to  hojlitity  ^ 
the  part  of  France.  —  Artful  conduct  af  that 
power.  —  Vijit  of  the  Emperor  to  Fa7'is.  — 
Short  Tear  on  the  death  oj  the  elector  of  Bu^ 
varia.  —  Artifices  of  France  —  detected  by 
the  Emperor.  —  Attempts  to  engage  lord 
Chatham  in  adminijlration.  — Mejfage  from 
the  king  to  parliament  refpecttjig  France. — 
Debates  on  the  addrejffes.  —  Numerous  mo* 
tions  refpeciing  the  navy. "^ On  contracts.--^ 
Bill  for  excluding  contractors  from  tat 
houfe  of  commons.  —  Lofi  by  the  manage^ 
fnent  of  its  fuppor.ters.  -?-  Motion  for  a  tax 
on  places.  —  Fropojitions  for  relief  of  Ire^ 
land.  —  Oppojltion,  —  Numerous  petitions. 
— Limited  relief  afforded.— Addrefs  of  the 
Raman  Catholics  to  the  kin^.  —  Bill  for 
their  relief.  —  Oppofed  in  the  houfe  of  lords. 
—  Pa  (fed.  —  Fox's  motion  relative  to  gene^ 
ral  Burgoyne. — The  generaVs  return,  to 
England.  —  Defence  of  himfelfin  the  houfe 
of  commons. — The  duke  of  Richmond's  mo^ 
tion  for  withdrawing  the  troops  from  Amei- 
rica.  —  Appearance  of  lord  Chatham. — His 
fpeech. — Reply  of  the  duke  of  Richmond.'^ 
Lord  Chatham's  fudden  illnefs.  —  Death.^^ 
Honours  paid  to  his  memory  by  the  houfe  of 
commons. — National  munificence. — Oppofed 
in  the  houfe  of  lords. — Honours  paid  to  his 
memory  by  the  common  council  of  Lon^n.-^^ 
Lord  Chatham's  funeral. — A^ournment  cf 
parliament. — Speech  from  the  throne. 

TN  the  late  debates^  many  ititimatibns  were -chap. 
given  of  an  approaching  rupture  with  the  ^^^^^i!/ 

houfe     «77»- 
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CHAP,   houfc  of  Bourbon :  thofe  who  confulted  public 
^[^^^^J)   appearances,  could  not  fail  to  recognize  the 
i77«*     probability  of  fuch  an  event,  and  look  with 
id'iSoni^in  ^J^xicty.  fof  the  explanations  of  minifters.     A 
parliament  treaty  of  commerce,  alliance,  and  friendfhip, 
tohoftiiity   ji^d  been  fome  time  cgncluded  between  the 
pfFraiST  court  of  Verfai  lies  and  the  American  plenipo- 
#thFeb.      tentiaries;  but  the  utmoft  efforts  of  lord  Stor- 
inont,  the  Britifh  embaffador,  had  not  yet  been 
able  to  procure  a  diftinft  communication  of 
its  contents  or  purport.     This  myftery  in  fome 
meafure  accounts    for,   though   \t   does   not 
juftify,  the  contradiftory  ftatements  delivered 
by  minifters    on  various    occafions  in  narlia-r 
i^ihFeb.    ihent-     Fox,  on  the  introduftion  of  the  con- 
ciliatory bills,  accufed  the  minifter  (accpmr 
panying  the  accufation  with  denunciation  pf 
J)uniflmient)  of  adjourning  the  parliament^  in 
order   to  proffer   tenns   of  pacification,    but 
neglefting  the  bufinefs  till  France  had  con-r 
eluded   a  treaty  with  the  independent  States 
of  America :  he  could  rely  with  certainty  oi^ 
the  truth  of  his  intellis^ence;  it  was  no  liglit 
matter,    and    derived  '^from   Tio  contemptible 
authority.     Mr.  Grenville  joined  with  Fox  in 
demanding  an  anfwer  on  this  important  fub-: 
jeft,    averring    that  he  had  received   corrcr 
fpondent  information  of  oflpenfive  language  held 
by  the  court  of  France,  and  the  ip^rcn  of  a 
cy:)nfiderable  body  of  forces  from  their  intprior 
provinces.     The  minifler  anfwered  with  his  ac^ 
cuftomed  candoui;^  that  he  could  noj:,  from 
authority,    affirm  the    conclusion  of  fuch  s^ 
treaty ;  it  >va8  indeed  poffible,  nay,  top  pro-» 
bable,  but  not  authenticated  by  the  emoaf-r 
fador. 
stKMareb.      Mant  day^  afterwards,  the  duke  of  Graflqn 
f ccapi^u^jited  in  the  Uowfe  of  Iqrds  the  ^ccpunt 
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which  Mr,  Fox  had  received,  repeaWd  his  in-  chap., 
terrogation,   and  added,  that  the  intelligence    ^^^ 
had  made  fo  ftrong  an  imprefTion  on  his  mind,      1771. 
jfrom  the  channel  through  which  it  came,  that 
if  the  two  fecretarics  of  ttate,  and  the  whole 
cabinet  council  were  to  deciare  the  contrary, 
they  could  not  difpel  tlie  convidion  he  felt  of 
Its  correftnefs.      Lord  Weymouth,    as  a  full 
and  fair  anfwer  to  the  inquiry,  and  challenging 
the  futurerecolleftionof  the  houfe,  iaijl  he  wa$ 
not  informed   of  the  fignature   of   any  fuch 
treaty,  or  that  it  was  in  exiftence,  or  even  in 
contemplation.* 

As  tnefe  inquiries  were  intended  to  provp 
the  inutility  of  the  conciliatory  bills,  whic^^ 
the  minifter  properly  confidered  as  the  only 
means  of  divorcing  America  from  an  unnatu- 
ral conne^Hon  with  France,  anfwers  lefs  ex- 
plicit would  have  been  juftifiable  ;  but  the 
jnconfiftency  difplayed  in  thefe  contradidlory 
ftatements,  M'as  prejudicial  to  the  charaftcr  of 
adminillratjon. 

In  preparation  for  a  rupture,  f  ranee  artfully  Artful 
maintained  fuch  an  influence  in  the  conti-  ^^^iww 
nental  cabinets,  as  would  fecure  her  againft     *      *^^ 
hoftilities,  while  her  force  was  employed  to 
the  injury  of  Great  Britain;  and  at  the  fatne 
time  referved  the  means,  on  a  future  occafion, 
of  converting  the  prejudices  of  the  principal 
powers  to  her  own '  advantage.     For  this  pur- 
pofetHe  alliance  and  friendihip  of  the  king  of 
|Vuffia  were  afliduoully  courted,  as  the  prin- 

•  In  a  debate  {zKth  February)  earl  Cower  intimated  the  pro- 
babilitv  of  a  war  with  France  $  but  on  bcikg  nreAed  for  an  ei:plan»* 
tioD,  declared  be  knew  nothing  of  a  treaty  Vving  been  iigned  bfc- 
pireen  the  court  of  France  an4  America.'  as  had  been  reported,  and 
w0aM  Teotui^  !•  far,  t^  reft'  of  ffaerkil)g*t  oiniftera  iMicre'equaJiy 
^loapprized  of  9x17  lu^  orcviplbmcv.  '  >  ^ 
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CHAP,  cipal  engine  to  be  employe^  in  ratfing enemies 
xxxiii.  againft  Great  Britain.  Spain  M-as  fecured  by 
177*.  the  family  conipaft ;  Holland  was  infefted  by 
intrigue ;  and  in  the  cabinet  of  Ruflia,  Frcncq 
influence,  aided  by  that  of  Pruflia,  was  ac- 
quiring a  dangerous  preponderance,  Intereil, 
f)olicy,  and  principle,  combined  to  render 
the  emperor  friend  y  to  England ;  but  means 
were  found  to  render  him  an  indiflferent  fpec- 
tator  of  tlie  hoftile  efforts  of  a  power  for  which 
he  entertained  fentiments  of  diflike  and  con- 
tempt, which  even  his  family  alliance  could 
not  overcome, 
vifit  of  the  In  1 777  the  emperor  vifrted  Paris,  under  the 
^^""'^  title  of  count  Falkenflein:  the  French  court 
viewed  their  illuftrious  gueft  with  jealoufy,  and 
conftrained  admiration  :  the  dread  of  Auftrjau 
greatnefs  under  fuch  a  monarch,  deftroyed 
that  faftitious  friendiliip  which  both  parties  bad 
been  endeavouring  to  fofter,  and  bring  to  ma- 
turity, during  upwards  of  twenty  years.  AH 
the  arts  of  diflimulation  were  employed  by 
France  to  conceal  the  change ;  but  the  em- 
jpexor  returned  to  Vienna,  impreffed  with  a 
convi6tion  that  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  was  not 
his  natural  friend,  and  that  the  cabinet  of 
Verfailles  was  jealous  of  his  talents,  and  averfe 
to  their  attaining  full  fcope  on  the  demife 
of  the  emprefs.  This  was  not  the  only  ad-- 
vantage  which  the  emperor  reaped  from  feeing 
the  the;^vtre  of  France  behind  the  fcenes ;  he 
learnt  to  diftinguiih  its  real  itrength,  from  its 
artificial  machinery  and  outward  decoration. 
He  returned,  with  a  juft  idea  of  the  fallacy  of 
£ourbon  frienfiiJiipy  and  an  indifferent  opinion 
of  the  genius:  of  the  French  nation,  and  of 
their  .power  ,to  preponderate  in  the  fcale  .of 
Europe,  either  as  friend  or -foe* 

0.x 
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Osr  the  death  of  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  at  c  h  af. 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  inherent  oppofition  of  ^^^^^^^• 
interefts  between  the  houfes  of  Auftria   and 
Bourbon  was  difplayed,  through  all  the  flimfy 
difguife  under  M'hich  art,  addrefs,  and  female 
connexions  had  long  endeavoured  to  conceal 
it.     The  fmperial  cabinet  thought  the  moment 
favourable,  and  their  right  well  founded,  to  ex- 
tend their  poflTeffions  on  the  Danube  and  to- 
wards the  Rhine.     France,  on  the  other  hand, 
could  not  remain  infenfibleofthe  danger  to  her 
which  might  arife  from  fuch  an  acquifition. 
From  that  inftant  the  fecret  fupport  of  Pruffia  Artifie«dF 
in  a  new  war  became  the  objeft  of  her  wifhes,  France. 
and  the  fource  of  a  thouiand  infidious    in- 
trigues in  the  empire  ;  yet  with  an  effrontery, 
the  extent  of  which  is  hardly  credible,  France 
pretended  ftill  to  ihew  herfelf  the   friend    of 
Auftria,  and  continutd  to  wear  that  maflc  dur- 
ing the  fhort  war  which  enfued  between  Auftria 
and   Pruflia,  as  well  as  throughout  the  whole 
negotiation  at  Telcheii,  by  which  it  ^^'as  termi- 
nated. At  the  conclulion  of  peace,  flie  flattered 
herfelf  with  haVing  reconciled  three  of  the  moft 
difficult,  and,  to   all  appearance,  incompatible 
points  of  ftate  artifice;   fervingthe  views  and 
interefts  of  Pruffia ;  keeping  up  at  the  fame 
time  the  friendlhipand  confidence  of  Auftria-; 
whilft  fhe  likewife  fucceedcd  to  a  confiderable 
degree  in  loolcning  the  connection  which  had  . 
fo   long  fubfifted    between   the  Czarina  and 
Greiat   Britain.     The  emperor,    however,  foon  Deieaed 
difcovered  and  traced  with  indignation  every  ^y  **^ 
ftep  of  this  bafe  duplicity,  and  appeared  to  en-  ^^"^'"' 
tertain  a  defire  of  renewing  the  connexion  be- 
tween x\uftria  and  England,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  rifquing  a  war,  in  which  he  muft  make 
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greJit  facrifices  without  the  hope  of  obtatfiing 
any  efFeftual  afliftance,  and  from  which  he  was 
equally  reftrained  by  financial  and  domeftic 
confiderations.  ^ 

In  fuch  a  crifi3  it  was  natural  and  politic  in 
the  Britifli  government  to  attempt  engaging 
the  afliftance  of  the  great  war  minifter,  relpeded 
for  his  talents  and  his  fuccefs  in  a  former  emer- 
gency, venerable  for  his  years,  idolized  by  the 
pubUc,  and  dreaded  by  his  opponents.  Over- 
tures were  undoubtedly  made  to  lord  Chatham 
to  form  a  new  cabinet ;  but  how  far  they  were 
authorized,  what  conceffions  were  to  have  been 
inadcr  what  meafures  purfued,  or  what  indi- 
viduals to  ha^''e  Ihared  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment, are  circimiftances,  which,  if  they  were 
ever  arranged,  arc  at  prefent  unknown.  The 
total  overthrow  of  the  exifting  adminiftration 
^as  a  part  of  the  plan ;  but  the  treaty  termi- 
nated abruptly,  and  in  a  manner  which  has 
never  been  lufHciently  elucidated.  *  The  friends 
of  lord  Chatham,  after  the  time  when  the  ne- 
gotiation ceafed,  were  fanguine  in  their  e^cpec* 
tations  of  its  fuccefs.  Lord  Lyttleton,  in  the 
committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  faid  there 
remained  one  man  who  greatly  and  wifely  dif- 
approved  of  confenting  to  render  America  in- 
dependent ;  and  if  the  continuance  of  war 
iliould  finally  be  decided  on,  or  new  hoftilities 
fliould  be  commenced  in  ©ur  own  defence,  he 
was  ftill  equal  to  conduft  them  with  fuccefs. 
Mr.  Grenville  fpoke  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
in  terms  ftill  more    decifive  :  "  I  think,'*  he 

^  From  private  information  and  corrcfpondencc. 

c  See  authentic  accpunt  of  the  part  taken  by  the  earl  of  Chatham 
in  a  tran&£^!on  which  jpafled  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  177S.  An* 
Bual  Regifter,  .177S,  p.  t^,  ct  fcq.  aad  m  rariout  other  pobitot- 
tiont. 
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ikid,  "  notwithftanding  all  paft  occutrencte,  chap. 
that  the  colonies  mayy  by  proper  meafares,  be  ^^aaai, 
yet  brought  back  to  a  ftate  of  conftitutional  ,771, 
obedience,  and  we  may  once  more  recover  their 
affedions.  If  there  be  a  man  who  has  ferved 
this  nation  with  hononr  to  himfelf,  and  glory 
to  his  country ;  if  there  be  a  man  who  has  car* 
ried  the  arms  of  Britain  triumphant  to  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  that  beyond  the 
mod  fangnine  expectations  of  the  people  ;  if 
there  be  a  man  of  whom  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 
iiands  more  particularly  in  awe  ;  if  there  be  a 
man  in  this  country,  who  unites  the  confidence 
of  England  and  America,  is  not  he  the  proper 
perfon  to  treat  with  America,  and  not  thofe 
who  have  unifonnly  deceived  and  opprefled 
them  ?  There  is  not  one  prefent  who  is  igno- 
rant of  the  perfon  to  w  horn  I  allude.  You  all 
know  that  I  mean  a  noble  and  near  relation, 
lord  Chatham.  He  is  the  man  whom  his  ma- 
jefty  ought  to  call  to  his  councils,  becaufe  the 
Americans  revere  him,  and  the  unbiafled  part 
of  the  nation  would  moft  cheerfully  trull  their 
deareft  interefts  with  him  ;  if  it  fhall  be  found 
that  to  him  the  nation  looks  forward  for  its 
falvation,  it  is  a  duty  which  his  majefty  owes 
to  his  people  to  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  refpeft- 
able  aififtance."  Lord  North  anfwered  thefe 
obfervatious  with  his  accuftomed  fincerity. 
Paft  events  did  not  enable  him  to  afcertain  the 
favourable  difpofition  of  America  towards  in- 
dividuals or  parties  in  either  houfe;  he  believed 
all  men  and  all  parties  equally  obnoxious  to 
them;  and  whenever  propofitions  fliould  be 
made,  the  colonies  would  not  confider  who  made 
them,  but  whether  the  terms  were  adequate  to 
their  expedations.  He  would  cheerfully  re- 
fign  the  difagreeable  tafk  to  any  perfon  who  was 
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thought  better  qualified,  and  content  to  ac-^ 
cept  it. 

Th  e  conciliatory  bills  had  fcarcely  received 
the  royal  affent,  when  lord  North  gave  notice 
that  he  fhould  prefeut  a  meffage  from  the  king ; 
Mr.  Grenville,  in  common  with  the  whole 
houfe,  anticipating  the  fubjc6i,  moved  for  co- 
pics  of  all  communications  with  the  embaflador 
at  the  court  of  France:  The  motion  was  over- 
ruled, *  after  a  lliort  debate,  in  which  the  mi- 
nifter  faid  he  never  denied  the  fignature  of  the 
treaty  ;  it  was  now  publiflied  by  the  French : 
if  their  intereft  confifted  in  promulgating,  his 
duty  required  concealment  of  its  contents. 

The  royal  meflage  dated  the  receipt  of  no- 
tice, by  order  of  the  French  king,  that  he  had 
concluded  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  ceitain  perfons  employed  by  his  majefty's 
revolted  fubjefcls  in  North  America,  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  which  offenfive  communication,  the 
Britifli  embaiTador  was  ordered  to  withdraw 
from  Paris,  and  th?  king  relied  on  the  zealous 
and  affeftionate  fj)irit  of  his  people  to  repel  in- 
fult,  and  maintain  the  national  reputation. 
Tlie  note  of  the  French  embaflkdor  was  laid 
before  the  houfe,  conceived  in  terms  of  irony 
andderifon.  •  ''  The  United  States  of  America," 
it  faid,  "  xvho  are  hi  full  pojej/ion  of  independ- 
efice,  as  i)ronounced  by  them  on  the  fourth 
of  July,  1776,  having  propofed  to  the  king,  to 
cortfolidate  by  a  fotmal  convention,  the  con- 
neftiou  begun  to  be  eftabliflied  between  the 
two  nations,   the   refpeftive   plenipotentiaries 

**  231  to  i4.(. 

•  The  exprefljon  of  Wa/Kiiigton,  who  adds,  **  «Kire  degrading  to 
the  pride  and  dignity  of  Britain  than  any  thing  ihe  hat  ever  ex- 
perienced fmce  ihe  has  been  a  nation.  It  is  not  an  actual  declara- 
tion of  war,  butceitaiiiiy  muft  pioduce  one.**  Waihington^iXrenersy 
vol.  ii.  p«  278* 

have 
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have  figti^d  a  treaty  of  fricndftiip  ajud  com-'  CHAP- 
merce.  The  French  king  beiqg  determined  to  ^^^^^ 
cultivate  the  good  undei^nding-  fubfifting  ,be-  ^^rrt.  - 
'tween  France  and  Great  Britain,  bi/  every 
means  compatible  with  his  dignity^  and  the  good 
of  his  fub^^s^  makes  this  proceeding  knowfi 
to  the  court  of  London^  and  declares  tjoat  tlie 
contraftiDg  parties  have  paid  great  attention 
not  tojiipulate  any  exclujive  advantages  infa^ 
vour  of  the  f'rench  nation  ;  and  that  the  iTiwj- 
ted  Stales  have  referred  the  liberty  of  treating 
mth  every  nation  whatever,  upon  th^  fame 
footing  of  equality  and  reciprocity.  In  making 
this  communication  to  the  court  of  Lpndoo, 
the  king  is  firmly  perfuaded  flie  will  find  new 
proofs  of  his  majefty's  conjlant  andjmcere  dif- 
pojiiion  for  peace  \  andth^this  Britafipicma- 
jefty,  animated  by  the  fame  fentiments,  wi|l 
equally  avoid  every  thing  that  may  alter  tlie^r 

Sod.harmqny;  and  will  particularly  take  e/- 
iual  meafures  to  prevent  the  commerce  be- 
tween his  majefty's  fubjeds  and  the  U  ni  ted  States 
of  North  America  from  being  interrupted ;  and 
to  caufe  all  the  ufages  received  between  com- 
mercial nations  to  be,  in  this  refpeft,  obferved, 
and  all  thofe  rules  which  can  be  (aid  to  fubfift 
between  the  two  crowns  of  Fi^ance  and  Gre^t 
Britain.  In  this  juft  confidence,  the  underfign- 
ed  enibaifador  thinks  it  fuperfluous  to  acquaint 
the  Britifh  minifter,-  that  the  king  his  matter, 
being  determined  to  proteB  effeBually  the  law- 
ful commerce  of  his  fubjeHs,  and  maintain  the 
^S^i^yofhisjflagi  has  taken  eventual  meafures 
in  cmicert  with  the  United  States  of  North 
America."' 

In  difcuffing  the  motion  for  an  addrefi,  an  Motion  for 
amendment  was  propoi'ed,  requefting  his  ma-  *°  '^** 
jefty  to  difmift  the  miiiiftry  ;  bu^  no  fcntiment 

vaL.  III.  jr  was 
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"^ 

CHAP.  w*s  uttered  derogatory  to  the  reprefentatives  of 
^xxiiL  a  nation  thus,  in  the  peifon  of  the  fovcreign, 
^'^JJ^  wantonly  and  audacioufly  infulted.  Lord  North 
was,  however,  reproached  for  a  culpable  negleft 
of  the  means  of  information  and  defence  ;  he 
had  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  furprifed  at  the  noti- 
fication of  a  treaty  which  appeared  to  have 
been  two  years  under  difcuflion ;  and  on  the 
eve  of  a  war,  the  kingdom  was  deftitute  of  ade- 
quate provifion  for  internal  fafety. 

GovjERKOR  Po\VNALL,  without   intending 
to  vindicate  the   minifter,   explained  the  cir- 
cumftan<!&s  of  the    treaty,  the  very   idea  of 
'W*hich  had  not  exifted   fix  months,  and  the 
adual   negotiation   not    three    months.       In 
'Auguft  the  American  commiflionei's  began  to 
prefs  the  minifters  of  France  for  an  explicit 
-declaration,  and  effeflual  afltftance,  which  was 
evaded    by  the  crafty   cabinet  of  Verfailles^ 
where  the  infidious  policy  of  an  oftenfible  neu- 
trality, and  ihdi  reft  aid,  was  preferred.     At  a 
period  Mhen  diftreffes  and  apprehenfions  bore 
-  hard  on  the  Americans,  the  French,  profiting  of 

*  their  diftrefs,  took  occafibn  to  attempt  extort- 
ing from  them  an  inequitable  compaft.  When 
the  account  of  Burgoyne's  fuccefles,  and  the 
capture  of  Ticonderoga  arrived,  the  Americans 

"  had  loft  all  hopes,  the  negotiation  with  France 
^  was  fufpended,  and  mutual  reproaches  had  al-^ 

•  moft  occafioned  a  breach  between  the  French 

*  miniflry  .and  the  Ainerican  commiflioners.  In 
their    defpair    the    commiflioners    attempted, 

'  through  the  channel  of  governor  Pownall,  to 
commence,  a  treaty  witli  the  mother-country 
forreconciiiation,  and  re-eftabliflimentof  peace  ; 

'  and  even  declared,  that  although  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  independency  was  Tijine  qua  noh, 

•  yet  on  that -and  all  otlicr  points,   they  would 
•"'  ■  -  ...       life 
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life  all  endeavours  to  fave  the  honour  of  their  chap. 
parent  country.     Of  this  intimation  Po'wrnall   ^Dcxiii.- 
caufed  the  government  to  be  apprized,  but  re-   '^jtf 
ceived  for  anfwcr  that  the  bafis  of  the  treaty 
was  inadmiiTible. 

Despairing  of  reconciliation,,  the  com- 
miffioners^  in  September  or  Oftober,  renewed 
their  negotiation  with  France,  and  fettled  a  few 
preliminaries,  ad  referendum,  which  were  tranf- 
mittedto  America  for  the  approbation  of  con- 
grefs.  But  when  the  news  of  Burgoyne's 
difafter  arrived,  and  when  the  French  miniftry 
underftood  lord  North's  intention  to  bring 
for^^ard  a  conciliatory  plan,  they  advanced 
without  heiitation  towards  the  American  com-* 
miffioners,  and  executed  a  treaty  on  their  own 
terms. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  interefting  narrative, 
governor  Pownall  proceeded  to  obferve,  that 
peace  with  America  was  yet  probable,  if  Great 
Britain  would  purfue  the^)roper  courfe.  "  The 
Americans  are  and  muft  be  independent.  We 
acknowledge  it  in  our  own  aSs ;  and  have  in- 
deed, however  we  may  cover  our  fliame  with 
words,  refigned  all  dominion  over  them.  They 
will  never  rcfcind  the  fyftem  contained  in  their 
four  grand  a6ls ;  the  declaration  of  rights ; 
the  manifefto  to  all  nations ;  the  declaration 
of  independency ;  and  the  aft  of  confedera- 
tion ;  but  if  parliament  will  extend  the  powers 
of  the  commiffioncrs,  fo  far  as  to  acknowledge 
their  independence  on  conditions,  they  will, 
in  return,  form  a  federal  treaty,  oflfenfive,  de* 
fenfive,  and  commercial,  with  us." 

The  compact  figncd  at  Paris  was  not  yet 
ratified  by  congrefs,  and  by  a  fpcedy  and  can- 
did exertion,  this  coiiiitvy  might  yet  be  enabled 
to  take  advantage  of  the  natural  prcdilettioa 

f  4  pi*s vailing 
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CH  Afc:  prevailing  in  America,  and  either  fruftrate  the 
xxxiH*  French  treaty,  or  by  entering;  into  one  on 
''■^^^8^  equal  terras,  lucceed  in -depriving  the  French 
of  all  the  benefits  of  their  dexterity,  fincethc 
Americans  would  more  willingly  keep  their 
commerce  in  its  accuftomed  channel,  than  en- 
gage with  ftrangers,  with  ^\  l^ofe  language  they 
were  unacquainted.  If  a  federal  treaty  were 
not  adopted,  and  the  Americans  fliould  ever 
be  induced  to  treat  on  other  terms,  one  of 
their  fir  ft  Jemands  nuift  be  a  reimburfetnent 
of  expences,  and  an  indcnmification  for  loflcs. 
A  pecuniary  remuneration  was  in)i)oflrible;  but, 
inftead  of  that  mode,  government  muft  facri- 
fice  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Xewfound- 
land  fifliery  ;  this//(?  kjicxc  luoutd  he  injljied  on; 
but  if  independence  were  conceded,  America 
could  only  treat  on  the  fame  ground  as  any 
other  independent  nation,  and  indemnities 
were  by  them  never  required.  He  expofed 
the  fallacy  of  arguments  teuding  to  fliew  our 
force  iniuflicient  for  rcfiftauce  to  the  neir 
enemy,  and  concluded,  by  declining  to  inter- 
fere with  the  amendment :  he  was  indifterent 
.who  were  or  fliould  be  miniflers;  but  coin- 
cided in  every  feeling  of  refentment  cxprefled 
by  the  addreik. 

General  Conway  fupported  the  princi- 
ples fo  ably  advanced  by  governor  Pownall, 
and  corroborated  his  ftatements  by  obferving, 
*  be  had  fecn  a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  written 
'fince  the  fignature  of  the  French  treaty,  offer- 
ing peace,    if  Great  Britain  would  forego  the 
,  claim  to  fupremacy ;  and  Mr.  Dundas  (aid,  he 
iliould  ratl)er^viiJi  to  form  a  federal  union  than 
lofe  America,  or  let  her  fall  into  the  hands  of 
FraDce. 
1.     LoKD  Chatham  was  feveral  times  met- 
"  tion^d 
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tioned  in  tlie  debate,  as  a  ijiinifter  who  cpiiW  chap. 
unite  the  confidence  of  all  parties,  terrify  tte  f^^^' 
houfe  of  Bourbon,   and   conciliate  America;      1778. 
but  lord  North,  after  repeating  his  difregard 
of  his   employments,    obferved,    that  as  the 
intereft  of  the  empire,  no  lefs  than  his  own 
pride,  required  his   continuance  irf  office,  he 
was  determined  not  to  quit  tlie  helm,  until  thf 
veflel  was  fafe  in  port.  '  ' 

The  original  addrefs  was  carried.' 
An    amendment  was   propofed  in  the  up-  AddreTsia 
per,  fimilar  to   that  in   the  lower  houfe;  no  JlJ^j^^^^^* 
oppofition  was  offered  by  the  lords  in  admi- 
niftration,    except  one  lingle  remark,   that  it 
was  unprecedented  to  clog  an  addrefs  with  a 
condition,  implying  that  a  meafure,  right  iu 
itfelt*  ought  not  to  be  purfued,  unlefs  fome- 
thing  elfe    were   granted.      The   debate    was 
chiefly  maintained   by  two  diftin^l  parties  in 
oppofition,  of  whom  iorae  were  defirous  to  pre- 
fer ve  peace  wil;h  France  at  all  events,  and  con- 
cede   the    independence    of  America,    while 
others  felt  the  indiffnitv  offered  to  Great  Bri- 
tam,  as  ajuftification  of  inftant  hoftility;  and 
rtprefented  the  lofs  of  America  as  the  termina- 
tion of  BritilJi  profperity  :  the  amendment  was 
negatived,*    and   the  ,addrefs   curried.**      Ad-  *3Mar. 
drelfes  were  alfo  returned   to  a   mefl'age   for         .  , 
calling  out  the  militia,  without  divifion  or  de- 
bate. 

The  navy  engaged  a  confiderable  portion  Debate  on 
of  parliamentary    attention.      Before  the   re-  ^^«"**y- 
ceipt  of  the  meflage  refpefting  France,    the 
condition  of  this  bulwark  of  the  Ihitifii  empke  "th  and 
had  been  feverely  fcrutinized  in  the  committee  *^'^?>'^' 
of  fupply.     An  account  of  the  Ihips  in  Grc4it 

^  26^  to  1 13*        t  100  to  ^36.        ^  68  ^  25. 

F  3  Britain 
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•  c  H  AP.  Britain  and  Ireland  being  fubmitted  to  the 
^^2^'  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  Fox 
1778.  founded  on  it  a  motion,  that  the  navy  Avas 
iitbMar,  inadequate  to  the  defence  of  the  country, 
tionlnthc  Temple  Luttrell  followed  the  mover,  and  con- 
committee  eluded  a  long  fpeech,  fully  difplaying  the  bad 
^?  ;^^J^;\  condition  pf  the  fliips,  the  neglect  of  fiipplies, 
tion.  and  the  general  deplorable  Oate  of  the  lervice 

in  every  department,  by  declaring,  that  nothing 
could  be  clearer  than  the  inadequacy  of  the 
naval  power  to  the  prefent  crifis  of  public  affairs, 
excepting  the  proftitution,  mifmanagement, 
and  atrocious  criminality  of  thofe  minifters 
whom  our  deluded  fovereign  had  fatally  chofen 
to  entruft  with  this  beft  protection  of  the 
realm.  No  detailed  anfwer  was  given  to 
his  ftatements  or  arguments,  as  the  king's 
meffage  refpefting  France  was  then  in  prepara- 
tion ;  but  admiral  Keppel  took  occafion  to 
fay,  that  if  he  had  the  honour  to  be  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  he  rather  wifhed 
to  have  a  fmall  fleet  well  fitted  and  completely 
manned,  than  a  large  number  of  fliips  badly 
equipped,  The  previous  queftion  was  nega- 
tived without  a  divifion. 
»itbF*.  In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  duke  of  Bojton 
^3oi"on's  tnoved  for  the  perfonal  examination  of  the  fur- 
moiion.  vcyor  of  the  navy.  Lord  Sandwich,  declaring 
he  did  not  wifli  to  evade  the  clofeft  inveftiga- 
tion,  refifted  the  propofition,  as  tending  to 
injure  the  country  by  making  improper  dif» 
clofures ;  the  papers  already  fubmitteo  to  the 
houfe  afforded  undue  information.  The  mo- 
tion was  negatived* ;  but  lord  Radnor  ob- 
ilerved,  that  in  reje6iing  it  for  the  reafons 
afli^ned,  the  houfe  treated  the  firft  lord  of  the 

admiralty 
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acfmiralty  with  more  refpc6l  than  their  anceftors  CHAR 
had  treated  the  hufbana  of  the  queen  of  Eng-  ^^9^ 
land.  177S. 

.    TuE  earl  of  Effingham,  accufinglord  Sand*  J^^jSf* 
wich  of  grofs  mifmanagement,  and  reprefent-  fingham's 
ing  the  marine  in  the  moft  difgraceful  view,  mad»n. 
movTd  a  feries   of  propofitions,  for  difclofing 
the  ftate  of  the  navy  during  the  laft  eight 
years,  the  ordinary  eftimates,  and  ihips  broke 
up,  built,  and  repaired.   The  profelfcd  obje6is  of 
thefe  motions  was  the  enforcement  of  economy, 
which,  he  faid,  was  grofsly  violated  in  every 
branch  of  the  fervice :  there  was  a  conftant 
repugnancy  between    the  eftimates    and   the 
actual  expenditure,  which  was  a  grofs  infult 
to  parliament,  and  a  fhameful  fallacy  and  de* 
ceit.     Lord  Sandwich  made  a  fpecific  defence 
on  each  head,    and,    comparing   the  prefcnt 
ftate  of  tlie  navy  with  its  condition  in  17«7, 
formed  deductions  highly  favourable  to  his  own 
admiuiftration  ;    the  Britifli  force    then  con- 
fifted  of  a  hundred  and  ninety  fhips  of  Mar, 
it  was  now  three  hundred  and  feventy-thrce; 
and  expences  of  every  kind  were  doubled.     In 
the  courfe  of  debate,  many  collateral  topics 
were  agitated  ;  the  management  of  Greenwich 
hofpital,   the  improvidence  in   forming  con- 
tracts, and  the  peculations  in  the  dock  yards ; 
and  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  wasthreateur 
ed   with   popular  vengeance.      The  populace 
would  rife,  and,  as  tlxe  -Dutch  had  treated  the 
De  Witts,  tear  him  limb  from  limb.     The  de- 
bate then  became  exceedingly  tumultuous,  and 
the  motions  were  aid  negatived. 

Previously  to  this  debate,  the  attention  nthMar. 
of  tlie  houfe  had  been  engaged  on  the.fubjca  f^f"^^^^^ 
of  contracts:   the  earl  of  Effingham,  in  the  ofioidioa 
committee  ©n  tliC  ttatc  of  the  nation,  pointed  ^^^^^'' 

?  4  '<^Ut 
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eiit  vhftt  he  ironfidered  a  moA  fcandaloui  want 
of  economy  in  the  tranfport  fcrvice,  by  tvhicfc 
an  expence  had  been  created  of  fix  nundred 
thoufafad  pounds;  witnei&s  M'ere  examined, 
and  feveral  refolutions  tendeied,  which  were 
difpofed  of  by  voting  the  chairman  to  leave 
the  chain 

Colonel  £abre^  alfo  moved  for  a  fdcA 
committee  to  infpcfi   the   pubhc  accounts; 
cb^ging   the  minifter  with  grofs  negligence 
and  ignorance  in  making  contrafts,  and  the 
houfe  witli  lliameful   and  traiterous  fervility 
in    fanc^ioning    his   evafions     and    delufiom. 
He  analyfed,   with   fcrupulous    feverity,    the 
conduft  of  agents  and  contradors;  the  mode 
of   dividing    profits ;    and    cenfured,    in  un- 
xjualified    terms,  the  contra^   and    agencies 
of  Harley  and  Drummond,    on  the  Spanifti, 
Portugueze,  and  Britilh  gold  coin  ;  and  Mr- 
Atkinfon,  relative  to  his  rum  contraft,    and 
agency  for  the  hire  of  tranfports  for  the  trea^ 
fury.     But  it  was  not  wonderful,  he  faid,  that 
grea^  fums  had  been  devoured  by  contraSs, 
when  the  minifter  wasfo  criminally  ignorant  as 
not  to  know  currency  from  fterling. 

Loud  North  having  explained  himfelf 
with  fome  warmth  on  the  imputed  ignorance 
and  mifcondu6l,  and  confentea  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  a  report  was  prefented 
,to  the  houfe,  but  at  too  late  a  period  to  be 
taken  into  confideration* 

BUKor^ex-        SiR  PlIILIP    JeNNINGS  ClERKE   tOOk    ad- 

ci'uding      vantage  of  thefe  difcuffions  to  catch  at  popu* 

contradort  larity,  by  introducing  a  bill  for  the  exciufiou 

liMnem!"    ^^  contraflors  from  parliament,    unlefs  their 

contrafis  were  obtained  by  a  public  bidding. 

The  debate  on  the  preparatory  motion  was,  as 

n.ight  be  expe&ed^.a  leiics  x>f.decbiiLationjh 

p  or 


»Sth  May. 
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or  of  artful  fuggeftions,    defignecl  to  entrap  char 
the  minifter.     The  motion  was  faid  not  to    ^!^^ 
be  hoftile  to  the  perfons  or  charafters  of  can-     1774. 
tra&or.s,  but  fmmed  to  prevent  the  foul  deeds 
ioiputed  to  minifters  and   men,    fuppofed  in 
league  to  rob  the  public.     The  minifter^  if  he 
cou(idered  properly  his  own  intereft,  reputa-    - 
tioo,  and  perfonal  fatisfkction,  ought  to  fup- 
port  the  motion ;  and  contractors   would  oe 
relie\'ed  from  all  the  obloquy  to  which  they 
were  expofed.     It  was  not  difinged  to  exclude 
them  for  being*  contractors  in  a  fair,  open, 
^equitable  manner;  but  for  being  clofet  con* 
tniciors,  private  plunderers ;  confederates  with 
a  corrupt  ^adminiftration  ;  robbing  their  coun*- 
try,  and  either  iliaring  the  fpoil  with  the  reft 
of  the   public   confpirators,    or    with    fome ' 
others,  more  remote  from  the  general  obfcrva* 
tiou. 

M^VT  refledions  were  made  on  the  perfons, 
charaders,  and  gains  of  contractors ;  and  lord 
George  Gordon,  an  intemperate  fanatic,  called 
the  minifter,  the  greateft  of  all  contractors ;  a 
co&traSor  for  men ;  a  contrai'^or  for  parlia- 
mentary flocks  ;  a  contraftor  for  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people.  He  fincerely  wifhed  him 
to  feve  his  country,  and  his  own  life  ;  to  call 
off  his  batchers  and  ravages  from  the  colonies; 
to  retire  with  the  reft  of  his  majefty's  evil 
adviferS)  from  the  public  government,  and 
make  way  for  honcft  and  wifcr  couufelloi'S ;  "  to 
turn  from  his  wicked neis  and  live."  It  was 
not  yet  too  late  to  repent ;  the  public  clamour 
for  revenge  was  not  yet  raifed  againft  him ;  his 
majefty's  troops  were  not  yet  totally  defeated 
in  America.  • 

Such  a  meafure,  fupported  by  fuch  argu- 
m^^ts,  met  with  the  defervcd  fate.    Many  wjio 

were 
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xxx^fr    ^^^^  obliged  to  court  popularity  on  any  terms, 
^■-^  J    lent  their  fanftion,   though  convinced  of  its 
a778.      fiitility>  and,  at  the  firft  convenient  opportu- 
nity,   abandoned  the  caufe  they    reludantly 
fuftained.     On  the  fecond  reading,  amotito 
for  the  fpeaker  to  leave  the  chair   being  ne- 
gatived by  a  majority  of  two  only,  a  new  pro- 
pofal   Avas   brought  forward  to    adjourn   the 
AihM        <*onimitment  for  two  months,  when  fix  fupport^ 
>     '    ers  of  the  bill  quitting  the  houfe,  the  queftion 
was  carried,  and  the  bill  loft.  ^ 
^hMarch.       ANOTHER  attempt  to  acquirc  popularity  was 
Motion  for  made  by  Mr.  Gilbert,  who  moved,  in  a  com- 
^Um!^      mittee  of  fupply,  to  impofe,  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war,  a  tax  of  one  fourth  part 
of  the  net  annual  income,  on  all  falaries,  fees, 
and  perquifites  of  office,  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum,  and  on  all  annuities, 
pcnfions,  ftipends,  or  other  yearly  gratuities  iflu- 
ing  out  of  the  exchequer,  or  any  branch  of  his 
majefty's  revenues.     This  propofition  was  caiv 
ried  in  the  committee,*  but  rejected  on  bringing 
up  the  report. " 
sd  April.        A  c  o  31 M I TT EK  of  the  houfc  of  commons  was 
Propofi-      formed  to  revife  the  Irifh  trade  laws.     Thepro- 
^rfof      pofition  originated  with  lord  Nugent,  but  was 
ireiaad.      ftrenuoufty  fupported  by  the  oppofition  mem^ 
bers,  particularly  Burke,  and  carried  without 
7t'i.  diffent.     In  the  committee,  lord  Nugent  ob- 

fervcd,  that  from  a  feries  of  unlhaken  loyalty, 
his  countrymen,  the  Iri/h,  were  entitled  to 
every  encouragement  which  good  and  faithful 
fnbjeds  could  deferve,  and  a  wife  and  grate- 
fuf  government  beftow;  opprefiive  laws  had 
hitherto  been  their  only  reward :   he  did  not, 

.    fc  The  rfivlfion  on  the  firft  motion  was  115101x3;  cm  thp  fecond 
;fil  10  109. 
'  ACccuSi. .      ■  147  to  i^x. 

however, 
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hovevcr,  mean  to  offer  complaints;  if  he  chaf^ 
did,  his  generous  countrymen  would  difavow  ^j^^^ 
them;  they  faw  Great  Britain  in  diftrefs;  .«77«* 
their  refentment  was  huflied ;  and  forgetful  of 
their  wrongs,  they  made  an  unfolicited  tender 
of  their  lives  and  fortunes.  From  a  view  of 
all  the  laws  which  bore  hard  on  Ireland,  he 
had  drawn  up  a  few  refolutions,  which  he  hoped 
the  committee  would  adopt.  He  anticipated 
fome  oppofition  from  the  Weft  India  planters, 
hut  trufted  the  houfe  would  not  be  influenced 
by  arguments  founded  on  felfiflmefs.  He 
moved,  that  the  people  of  Irelajid  might  be 
permitted  to  fend  on  board  Britiih  veliels,  navi- 
gated according  to  law,  to  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
and  other  foreign  fettlements,  all  Irifli  manu- 
fadures,  wool  and  woollen  cloths  excepted. 
The  motion  was  (lightly  obJeAed  to,  but  car- 
ried without  a  divifion. 

Resolutions  were  afterwards  adopted  for 
importing  into  Ireland,  from  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
all  goods  except  indigo  and  tobacco  ;  for  per- 
mitting the  direft  exportation  from  Ireland  to 
all  places,  except  Great  Britain,  of  glafs  manu- 
faftured  in  that  kingdom;  permitting,  by  the 
abolition  of  a  duty  amounting  to  a  prohibition, 
the  importation  of  cotton-yarn,  the  manufacture 
of  Ireland,  into  Great  Britain ;  and  allowing  the 
importation  of  Irifli  fail-cloth  and  cordage. 

During  the  Eafter  recefs,  a  formidable  op-  OppoC- 
pofition  was  formed  among  the  trading  cities  ^®»* 
and  towns,  againft  the  bills  founded  on  thefc 
refolutions.  The  firft  which  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  was  from  the  manu- 
fadurers  of  Somcrfetfliire,  againft  the  bill  for 
penmitting  the  importation  of  fail-ctoth  from 
Ireland.  Burke,  who  through  miftake  moved 
tor  leave  to  bring  iu  the  bill,  obfcrved  he  hvl 

fiDce 
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CHAP,   feiae  diicovcred,  that  fuch  a  law  was  alrea<ly 

v?^^'   in  beino;.     If  the  bill,  he  obfcrvcd,  w^  to  te 

J77«.     produai\ie  of  the  confeqiienccs  ftated  m  tHi6 

petition,  it  was  extraordinary  the  petitionee 

forgot  to  complain  when  they  were  hurt,  and 

felt  fo  ftrongly  when  there  was  not  even  ja. 

|K)ffibility  of  fuftaining  injury.     From  this  hse 

inferred,  that  the  jealoufy  entertained  of  the 

other  bills  was  equally  ill  founded,  and  only 

originated  in  grofs  prejudice,   or  the   felfiih 

4th  May.    vien's  of  individuals.  Petitions  in  unufualnum- 

5amerou»   bcrs  alfo  flowcd  in  from  all  parts  of  the  king- 

pctitioas.    j^^^  ^^j  ^^^^^  many  tliffercnt  daffes  of  niwm- 

fafturers.* 
i*.  SiE  Cecil  What,  declaring  it  the  duty  of 

every  independrat  man  to  refift  the  bills,  be-^ 
caufe  fandioned  by  lord  North,  endeavoured 
-to  procure  the  rejeftion  of  that  founded  on 
the  firft  refolution;  but  was  fuccefsfuUy  qp- 
ipofed  by  iJurke,  who  ably  diftinguifhed  hiinfelf 
throughout  tlie  proceedings.  The  bills  befo^ 
the  houfe,  he  laid,  reftored  only  what  tb^ 
wifdom  of  the  Britiih  parliament  had,  on  a 
former  occafion,  gra^tea  to  Ireland.  In  the 
•twelfth  of  Charles  II.  the  Britiih  navigation 
a6l  pafled,  extending  equally  to  Ireland.  A 
kind  of  left-handed  policy  had,  however,  de- 
prived her  of  the  freedom  enjoyqd  by  tliat 
a£^,  and  ihe  had  ever  (ince  remained  iUnder  the 
moll  cruel,  opprcflTive,  andunnatural  reftri6tions. 
Deprived  ot  every  incentive  to  induftrv,  and 
excluded  from  every  palVagelo  wealth,  iLc  had 
inwardly  lamented,  but  never  complained,  of 
her  condition.  He  did  not  mean,  oy  defcrib- 
ing  her  fituation,  to  engage  the  humanity  of 
the  houfe.     The  people  of  Ireland  Mould  no^ 

•  Tiiefe  petitions  were  fo  n VI Ml erous,  that  a  mere  abftiaft  oftlicm 
•ccupiw  14  cflavo  pi»gcv^io<*«y  r"*^^*  9***  **'T  ^^'^^  ^XP*'      - 

accept; 
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Accept  of  favcmw;  they  called  for  juftice,  not   CHA^ 
pity ;   they  requefted  Britain  to  be  wile,  not   ^^^^ 
Mtierous ;  to  provide  for  her  own  good,  and     1771, 
^cure  her  own  intereft,  fcnfible  that  wifdom 
and  prudence  wonld  diftate,  tliat  to  accomph'fli 
thefe,  a  contrary  c6ndu6l  towards  them  wa« 
ncceffary.     The  annual   revenue  of  the  two 
kingdoms  had  been  exultingly,  but  moft  in- 
equitably, drawn  into  comparlfon,  to  prove  that 
Ireland  paid  no  proportion  of  tax.     The  num* 
ber  of  inhabitants  did  not  conftitute  the  fpeci* 
fie  difference  in  the  aiticle  of  tcixation,  but 
the  diftinftion  of  internal  opulence,  and  ex- 
ternal advantage.     According  to  that  rule  of 
comparifon,  Ireland  was  taxed  iA  a  quadruple 
proportion  more  than  England.     The  inter- 
nal wealth,  and  external  advantage  of  trade 
and  commerce,  were  forty  times  greater  in 
England  than  in  Ireland,  who  was  taxed,  al- 
though deprived  of  the  means  of  payment  by 
reftriftions  on  trade,      "  Enlarge  her  ability 
"  to  pay,"  he  faid,  and  in  proportion,  augment 
her  taxes.     The  low  rate  of  lalwur  is  a  nugatory 
argument,  for  till  the  price  of  labour  is  equal, 
the  fuperiority  of  manufafhire  will  remain  with^ 
England.     The  price  of  labour  rlfes  with  the 
growth  of  manufafture ;    is  higlieft  M'hen  the 
manufafture  is  heft ;    and  wliere  the  price  of 
labour  is  moft  advanced,  the  manufafilurer  is 
able  to  fell  his  commoiiity  at  the  loweft  price. 
He  refifted  the  effeft  of  the  petitions,  on  con- 
iiderin^  them  the  mere  offspring  of  conjefturfe. 
Ireland  could  not  vie  witli  England  in  manu- 
faftures;  an  ad  permitting  the  free  exportation 
of  manufaftured  iron,  had  not  been  profecuted; 
the  only  article  imported  under  it  into  England 
was,  a  quantity  of  cork-fcrews,  which,  tbousrh 

evidences 
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CHAP,   evidences  of  luxury,  afforded  but  a  feeble  proof 
^™^-   of  excellence  of  manufafture,     Thejbill  for  free 
i77«.      importation  of  woollen  yarn  into  England,  had 
been  oppofed  by  petitions  from  every  part  of 
the  country ;  yet  experience  compelled  an  ac- 
knowledgement of  its  beneficial  tendency.    It 
was  abfurd  to  think  that  a  participation  of  ma- 
nufafture  w^ould  be  detrimental;  the  woollen 
manufafture  had  been  planted  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom;  and  competition  had  not  de- 
prefled  but  promoted  the  trade.     He  lamented, 
that  in  one  inftance,  his  confcience  impelled  him 
to  oppofe  the  wiflies,  though  not  the  intercfts, 
of  his  confrituents  at  Briftol;    if,   from  his 
conduft,  he  fhould  forfeit  their  fuffragcs  at  an 
enfuing  eleftion,  it  would  ftand  on  record,  an 
example  to  future  reprefentatives  of  the  com- 
mons of  England,  that  one  man  at  lead  had 
dared  to  refill  the  defires  of  his  conftituents, 
when  his   judgment  affured    him  they  were 
wrong. 
11th  May.       Th  E  houfc  divided  in  favour  of  the  bills  ;  • 
Sicf  af.     *^^  petitioners  were  afterwai-ds  heard  bv  coun- 
fordtd.       fel,  and  notwithftanding  the  general  di^ofition 
of  parliament,  and  the  concurrence  of  both 
.  fides,  in  not  confidering  it  as  a  party  queftion, 
the  clamour  of  the  interefted  bore  down  the 
fenfe  of  the  legiflature;  a  fort  of  compromife 
was  effcflcd  ;  moft  of  the  advantages  intended 
for   Ireland  were  abandoned ;    fome  enlarge- 
ment was  aiFordcd  to  the  linen  trade,  and  fome 
openings  allowed  in  the  Wefl:  India  and  African 
.commerce;  but  the  whole  tranfadion  was  con- 
fidered  rather  as  an  earneft  of  future  conceffion, 
than  as  a  meafure  of  prefent  fatisfaflion. 
jftM>T.         During  the  feflion,  a  dutiful  and  modcft 

Addreis  of 

the  Roman     »  ^  126  to  77. 

Cathoi..w  a<Jdref» 
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addrefs  was  prefented  tothekinsci  figned  by  chap. 
nine  Roman  Catholic  peers ;  lord  Surry,  heir  to  ^S^iiJ; 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  a  hundred  and  fjxty-  *77«- 
three  other  commoners,  afluring  him  of  their 
refpeftful  attachment  to  his  perfon,  and  tlic 
civil  conftitution  of  the  country,  wliich  hav- 
ing  been  perpetuated  through  all  changes  of 
religious  opinions  and  eftabli/hments,  w^s 
at  length  perfeded  by  thai  revelation  which 
placed  his  majefly's  illuftrious  houfe  on  the 
throne,  and  inseparably  united  his  title  to  the  ' 
crown,  with  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  peoi- 
ple.  Their  exclulion  from  tlie  bcndits  of  that, 
conftitution,  did  not  diniinilh  their  reverence 
for  it ;  they  fubmitted  with  patience  to  fuch 
rcftriftions  and'  difcoxiragements  as  the  legif-- 
lature  thought  expedient  ;  they  thankfully 
received  fuch  relaxations  of  rigour  as  the  mild- 
nefs  of  an  enlightened  age,  and  the  benignity 
of  his  majcfty's  government,  had  gradually 
produced;  andfubmiffively  waited,  without  pre- 
fuming  to  fuggeft  either  time  or  meafure,  for 
fuch  further  indulgence  as  thofe  happy  caufes 
muft,  in  their  own  feafon,  eftcft.  Their  dilfent 
from  the  eftablifhment  was  purely  conscienti- 
ous; they  held  no  opinions  adverl'e  to  govern- 
ment, or  repugnant  to  the  duties  of  good 
citizens.  For  confirmation  of  this  affertion, 
they  referred  to  their  irreproachable  condu6t 
during  many  years,  and  fiill  profefled  an  un- 
alterable attachment  to  the  caufe  and  welfare 
i  of  the  country,  and  an  utter  deteftation  of  the 
defignsand  views  of  any  foreign  power,  againft 
the  dignity  of  the  crown,  the  fafcty  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  fubjecl.  The  delicacy  of  their 
fituation  precluded  them  from  indicating  any 
particular  mode  in  which  they  might  teftify 
their  zeal ;    but  they  wpujd  ever  be  ready  ta 
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CHAP,  give  fiich  proofs  of  fidelity,  and  parity  of  in- 
2^[[^*  tention,  as  his  majefty's  wifdom,  and  the  fenfe 

%779.     of  tlie  nation,  fhould  deem  c?xpedient. 
a4tbMay.      Thi$  fenfiblc  addrefs  probably  conciliated 
J^fof      adnunrftration  towards  a  motion  made  by  Sir 
•  George  Savile,  to  repeal  certain  penalties  and 
difabilities  created  by  an  aft  of  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  of  William  III.  forpreventing  the  fur- 
ther growth  of  popery.     He  adverted  to  the 
peaceable  and  loyal  behaviour  of  that  fed  un«- 
der  a  government  which,  tliough  not  fevcrc  in 
enforcing,  yet  fuifered  Tuch  intolerable  penal- 
ties antf  difqualifications,   to  remain  on. the 
ftatutes.      He  drew  favourable  inferences  to 
their  late  loyal  addrefs,  and  propofed  a  tell,  by 
which  they  ihould  binrl  themfelves  to  fupport 
the  civil  government,  by  law  eftablifhed.     The 
motion,  I'econded  by  Dunning,  and  fupporteH 
by  Thiirlow  and  lord  Beaufchamp,  was  unani- 
moufly  voted. 
Oppofcdin      The  bill  paflTed  rapidly  through  the  com- 
joi^J"*    mons,   and  was  but  (lightly   oppofed  in  the 
»s«^»         upper   houfe.      The  bifliop  of  Peterborough, 
doctor  HinchclifF, avowed  becoming  fentiment* 
of  liberality,  but  could  not  conceal  from  his 
own  mind  the  genius  of  popery,  fo  as  to*  con- 
sider its  religious  principles  altogether  diftinft 
.from  that  political  fuperftrndure  which  had 

•  been  raifed  on  tliem ;    and  to  the  fupport  of 
■which,  Ihould  occafion  offer,  they  might  b6 

Itill  made  too  fubfervient.  The  laws  for  pro- 
tection of  church  and  ftate  Ihould  not  be  altered 

rwitlioutdue  deliberation;  according  to  thecx- 
ifting  regulations,  a  younger  fon  might,  by  pr6- 
fefling  himfclf  a  proteftant,  deprive  his  elder. 

••brother  of  iheeftatc:  but  Ihould  this  bill  pafc, 
an  eliate  might  he  io  limited,  as  to  dcfcend 

•  only  to  a  catholic  ;« and  a  plaXefiauteldcr  hro- 
.   .  '  thcr 
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ther  be  incapacitated  by  the  limitation.     Provi»  ^J^ft?' 
fioa  wasmade  bythe  aft  of  William  for  themain-   v...-,^-^ 
tenance  and  education  of  a  Proteftant  child,      >>78^ 
during  his  father's  life-time,  at  the  difcretion  of 
the  lord  chancellor  :  but  though  the  prefeut  a6l 
did  not  alter  that  regulation,  no  care  was  taken 
of  fuch  child  ;  after"  the  death  of  his  father,  he 
might  then  be  left  deftitute  becaufc  he  was  not 
a  Roman  Catholic. 

Th  e  marquis  of  Rockingham  contended  that 
the  bill  gave  to  the  Catholics  no  greater  advan- 
tages than  were  poflelfed  by  all  oilier  defcrip-  ' 
tions  of  men,  and  reprob:ited  the  illiberal  po- 
licy of  maintiiining  laws  which  fubjecicd  tliem 
to  injuries  and  oppreflions.  Lord  Shelburne 
faid,  when  the  penal  claufcs  Mere  propofed  in 
parliament,  nobody  approved,  although  no  one 
had  thefpirit  to  oppofe  them,  and  in  proof  that 
they  were  not  fo  obfolete  as  was  fui)pofcd,  cited 
the  cafe  of  Molony ;  he  was  apprehended  and 
brought  to  trial  by  the  loweft  and  moft  defpi- 
cable  of  mankind,  a  common  informing  con- 
ftable  of  the  city  of  London,  convidcd  of  be- 
ing a  popilh  prieft,  and  the  court  was  reluc- 
tantly obliged  (fliocking  as  the  idea  was)  to  con- 
demn him  to  perpetual  imprilbnment.  The 
privy  council  ufed  every  efibrt  to  give  a  legal 
difcharge  to  the  prifoner,  but  the  laws  would . 
not  allow  it,  nor  dared  the  king  himfelf  grant  a 
pardon.  Lord  Shelburne,  however,  with  his 
colleagues  in  office,  werefo  perfedly  perfuaded 
of  the  impolicy  and  inhumanity  of  the  law, 
that  they  ventured  to  reftore  him  to  liberty. 
The  bill  pafled  without  further  impediment.         Pafled. 

In  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  19th  Mar. 
Fox,  guided   by  the  papers  which  had  been  Foys  mo- 
communicated  to  the  houfe,  moved  twopropo-  ti^eVge 
fitions  for  cenfuring  lord  George  Gerraaine,  ncraiBur- 
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on  the  fubjcft  of  Burgoyne's  difafter.  He  ex-* 
pefted  to  DC  anfwered  that  the  plan  of  the  ex- 
pedition was  the  general's,  but  the  papers  proved 
the  contrary ;  his  plan  was  departed  from,  and 
altered  invariably  for  the  wone.  The  only  mo- 
tive for  leaving  Canada  was  to  force  his  way 
to. Albany,  and  join  Howe,  but  orders  were 
grven  to  one  party  only.  The  firft  propofition 
was  rejeded  on  a  divifion, '  and  Fox  indignant- 
ly tearing  the  other  paper,  declared  he  would 
hiake  no  more  motions.  On  the  fuggeftion  of 
Wcdderburne,  it  wa3  voted  that  the  failure  of 
the  expedition  from  Canada  was  not  caufed  hy 
any  negled  in  the  fecretary  of  ftate;  but  the 
refolution  was  not  reported  to  the  houfe. 

General  Burgoyne,  by  favour  of  con- 
grefs,  was  permitted  to  return  to  England  oil 
his  parole:'  a  court  of  inquiry,  compofed  of 
general  officers,  pronounced  their  authority 
incompetent  to  an  adjudication  of  his  cafe, 
while  a  prifoner  on  parole  under  the  convention. 
He' demanded  an  audience  of  the  king,  but  was 
refufed  on  the  ground  of  an  efiabliihed  eti- 
quette, which  forbids  the  appearance  at  court 
of  perfons  under  his  circumftances.^  He  enjoy- 
ed, however,  before  the  termination  of  the  fef- 
fion,  a  partial  opportunity  of  vindicating  his 
conduct,  in  confequence  of  a  motion  by  Mr. 
Vyner,  feconded  by  Wilkes,  and  amended  by 
Fox,  for  a  committee  to  confider  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  the  northern  army,  the  convention  at 
Saratoi^a,  and  the  means  by  which  the  general 
obtained  his  releafe.  Burgoyne  declared  hfe 
intention  to  have  moved  for  papers  of  great 
importance,  but,  for  the  prcfcnt,  contcntedhim- 
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fflfxrith  fupporting  the  amendment  Hejiif-  chap. 
tified  his  mode  o?  employing  the  Indians,  ^^IJ!/ 
though  he  avowed  that  he  thought  their  fer-  »77». 
vices  over  valued;  foinetinie^  infignificant, 
often  barbarous,  always  capricious ;  and  tlie; 
employment  of  them  only  juftifiable,  when,  by 
being  united  to  a  regular  army,  they  couKl  bel 
kept  under  conttoul,  and  made  fublervient  to 
a  general  fyftedi.  He  wiihed  on  this  head  to 
avail  himfelf  of  the  evidence  of  M.  St  Luc  dc 
Come,  who  had  commanded,  and  was  well 
sLcquainted  with  the  manners  of  the  Indians; 
he  denied  all  the  ravages  imputed  to  his  army, 
afierting  that  not  more  than  one  accident  I>y 
fire  happened  during  their  progrefs-  After 
defcribing,  ^  accurately  as  he  cmild^  the  con- 
dition of  the  furrendered  force,  the  g'eneral  ad- 
verted to  his  own  fituation :  an  inquiry,  he 
faid,  had  been  commenced  in  his  abfence  ;  pa- 
pers fubraitted  to  the  houfe,  imperfeft  in  fome 
teCueGtSj  redundant  in  others,  particularly  in  the 
diiclofure  of  a  confidential  letter,  the  ofllspiing 
of  a  warm  and  unfufpieious  heart,  which  he 
had  written  to  the  lecretary  of  ftate,  and  of 
which  advantage  had  bden  taken  to  infiniiate 
that  he  folicited  employ.  He  defended  his 
progrefe  in  the  campaign,  refuting  feveral  ca- 
lumnious fabrications  ;  fuch  as,  that  generals 
Philips  and  Frazer  were  avcrfe  to  the  paffag^e 
of  Hudfon  9  river,  and  that  his  army  was  en- 
cumbered with  an  enormoms  and  unncceffary 
toafe  of  artillery  and  baggage^  The  two  ge- 
nerals were  tlie  eyes  and  hands  with  which  he 
condu6ted  all  military  operations ;  able  ad vifers, 
£iithful  friends,  they  felt  for  his  difiicultresy  but 
never  uttered  a  fyllable  implying  preference  of 
an  alternative.  His  communications  with  ge- 
neral Frazer  were  thofe  of  unreftrained  fri«nd- 
0  9  liiip} 
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CHAipr  fllip ;  afteQion  and  good  wiflies  to  his  com  * 
^^^^JJJ;^  manding  officer  compofed  the  kft  fentencehr 
1^78/  uttered.  No  more  artillery  accompanied  the 
army  than  the  field  train  deftined  for  the  expe- 
dition, when  Sir  Guy  Carleton  expe&ed  to 
have  conduced  it,  and  all  baggage  of  bulk,  to 
the  abridgement  of  many  material  comforts, 
were  cheerfully  left  behind  by  the  ofiicens ;  fomc 
of  them  had  not  beds  ;  many  lay  in  foldiers 
tents ;  and  none  had  more  than  the  common 
ncceflaries  for  aftive  fervice.  He  complained 
bitterly  of  his  reception  on  his  return ;  and 
averting  all  blame  from  his  army,  avowed  hitu- 
felf  the  only  criminal,  if  there  was  really  any  . 
crime,  and  folicitcd  an  inquiry,  "  putting  all 
the  intereffs  that  hang  moft  emphatically  by 
the  heart-ftrings  of  man,  his  fortune,  his  ho- 
nour, his  head,  almoft  his  falvation,  on  the  teft/' 
TuEanfwerto  thcfe  remarks  by  lord  George 
Germaine  was  fliort:  an  expla:nation  was  re* 
quired  on  three  particulars,  which  he  would  af- 
ford ;  as  to  the  confidential  letter,  it  was  acci- 
dentally put  among  the  othcial  papers,  and  by 
that  means  frnt  by  the  clerks  among  others, 
for  which  he  exprelfcd  his  concern.  Monf.  St^ 
Luc  hadintroducedhimfelf  to  the  fccretaiy  of 
ftate  as  a  man  who  had  perfonned  great  fervices 
at  the  head  of  the  favages  ;  and  in  convcrlatioii 
affeited,  that  Burgoyne  was  a  fine  officer  with 
regulars,  but  did  not  fcem  to  hke  the  favages, 
nor  did  he  take  the  proper  fteps  to  retain  their 
good  will ;  he  w^as  un  brave  homme^  mais  lourd 
comme  un  Allemand.  The  refufal  of  accefs  to  the 
fovereign,  till  his  conduct  had  undergone  a  mi- 
litary inquiry,  was  juftified  by  precedents  His 
lordfliip  concluded,  that  as  military  men  were 
the  moft  proper  judges,  he  did  not  fee  the  pro- 
prie^  of  parliamentary  interference. . 
.     .       4  The 
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TflE  amendment,  aiid  the  Qrigmal.jnd.tiOn,  aitAjp* 
were  both  reieded  on  a  divifion/     Tbisfi^t)je^  ^^11^*: 
was  entered  into  more  at  length,- frelh  p^p^rs    "lyA 
communicated,  and  evidence  examined  in  the    .'    '.  .7 
next  feflion.         .  '..■■.      '" .    ,/ 

In  tlie  courfe  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Temple  Ahirtl  ^r* 
Luttrel  made  infulting  allufioni  to.  .the  court  ^^'^  ^e-* 
itiartidl  on  lord  George  Germalne,  and  his.fub-f  L^^ver  "^^ 
fequent  difgrace  by  George  II.    Why  ihouldb^  and  lotd'  ' 
be  partially  acquitted  to  the  prejudice  of  a  gal*  ®^%«    * 
lant  officer,  whofe  otily  crime  had  avowedly    ^'^°^*'^* 
been  that  he  was  too  rcalous,  too  brave,  tog  en- 
tcrprizing,   too  anxious  for  the  good   of  bh 
country,  had  ftriftly  obeyed  his  orders,  and  per-r 
formed  all  that  Britifli  valour  could -efFe<9:  xiq, 
executing  the  minifter  s  plan.     Had  he,  on  th^ 
contrary,  receded  from  his  .colours,  difobeye4 
the  commands  of  his  fupcriors,  and  hid  himfelf 
from  danger,  fuch  conduft  Tfrould  have  given 
him  pretenfions   to  the  patronage  of  the  firft 
lord  of  the  treafury,  and  the  honours  andcnio^ 
luments  of  the  American.fecrctary. 

Lord  Geo  ROE  Gehm-ainp. replied  he  never 
was  perfonal  in  the  houfe,  nor  ever  by  his  coui- 
duft  merited  fuch  an  attack;  he  defpifed  the 
honourable  member,  but  jAould  level  himfelf 
with  his  wretched  chara6ter  and  malice;  old.a$ 
he  M'as,  he  would  meet' that  fighting  gn^ntleinan, 
and  be  revenged.  Tlie  houfe  called  ^to  order:  thfc 
fpeakcr  reprimanded  both  members,  and  infiiWd 
on  their  promife  that  the  affair  fhould  be  no 
further  profecuted  ;    loud   Gi3orge    Germaine     .   .    * 
apologized  for  his  warmtli,   and  Mr.  Luttvelj       t 
after  attempting  to  efcape  fiom  the  houfe,  aqd  ' " 
ftandiug  in  contutnacy  till  he  had  nearly  been 
taken  into  cuftody   of  the  ferjeant  at  arms, 
acknowledged  hh  error,  and  faid  he  meant  his 
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CHAP,  reflcfttons  ^  public  matter,  not  as  private  abuft 
XXxi^L  or  enmity. 

i77«.        The  committee  qn  the  ftate  of  the  nation« 
fth  April,   cloftd   in  the  houfe  of  lords  with  a  motion  by 
2fRkb-^  the  duke  of  Richmond  for  an  addrefs,  recapir 
jnond-#      tulatlng  the  expences,  mifconduft,  and  loffes  of 
"uw«w^'  the  war,  and  befeeching  the  kipg  to  withdraw 
ing  thib  '  his  forces  from  America,  and  mfmifs  the  mi? 
^P«       niftry.   Lord  Weymouth  oppofed  it,  obferving, 
ri«r       *  *^^^  *^^  *^^  circumftances  ftated  aa  fads  had 
been  already  rejefted  by  the  committee.     Our 
fituation  with  refpeft  to  France  fliould  prevent 
the  houfe  from  adopting  isi  propofition  which  in- 
dicated the  country  to  be  in  a  defencelefs  ftate  j 
and  to  requcft  the  king  to  withdraw  his  armies 
was  an  improper  interference  with  his  jvift  prcn 
rogalive.    The  fame  prerogative  extended  tq 
the  appointment  or  removal  of  minifters  ;  if 
guilty  of  mifconduft  they  Avere  opep  to  public 
luquiiy  :  and  if  conviAed  on  competent  proof, 
cbjefts  of  parliamentary  complaint,  and  of  par? 
liamentary  prayer  for  removal.     It  had  beei; 
afked,  didminifters  confider  their  places  as  their 
freeholds  y  Did  they  hold  them  as  a  matter  of 
right?  Did  they  cieem  their  difpiiflion  from 
employment  a  punifliment  ?  certainly  no.   Th? 
king,  who  honoured  them  with  his  comjnands, 
could,  whenever  he  pleafed,  difpenfe  lyith  theiy 
fervices ;  and   when  his  majefty  thought  that 
proper,  no  member  of  adminillration  would 
confider  himfelf  punifhed. 
Appear-         0*"'  ^^lis  day,  the  earl  of  Chatham,  ftfuggling 
•nccpf      for  a  momentary  viSory  over  difeafe,    madq 
fcl  ^^*''  his  appearance  in  the  houfe  of  lords.     The  im^ 
portance  of  the  crifi^,  the  chara^er  of  the  great 
llatefman,   and  the  expeSation  of  important 
counfcl,  rendered  his  prefence  peculiarly  intc-^ 
yelling  ;  while  thflangouf  ofillnefs,  foftening, 
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although  it  could  not  extinguiih  the  fire  of  hi*   CHA?. 
eye,  and  diminilliing  the  elation,  altliough  it  32^^'- 
could  not  abate  the  dignity  of  his  mien,  gave     t??^* 
force  to  every  feeling  of  perfonal  affedion,  and 
fupprefled  every  fentiment  of  petulant  or  acri- 
monious oppofition,   which  a  loitg  courlle  of 
parliamentary    contcft  had  excited.      When, 
iu  the  garb  of  ficknefs,    he  was  led  into  the 
boufe  between  his  fon  and  fon-in-law,  the  peers 
of  all  parties  paid  a  voluntary  tribute  of  re- 
fpe6t,  by  {landing  while  he  pafled  to  his  proper 
feat.     Mlien  he  flowly  and  painfully  arofe  to 
deliver  his  fentiments,  mute  and  reverential 
attention  prevailed. 

He  began  by  lamenting  that  bodily  infirmity  Hit  fpeech. 
bad  fo  long,  and  efpecialiy  at  fo  important  a 
crifis,  prevented  his  attendance  on  the  duties 
of  parliament.  He  had  made  an  eftbrt  almoft 
beyondthe  powers  of  his  conflitution  to  come 
to  the  houfe,  perhaps  the  laft  time  he  fliould 
ever  be  able  to  enter  its  walls,  to  exprefs  his  in- 
dignation at  an  idea,  he  underflood  was  gone 
forth,  of  yielding  up  the  fovereignty  of  Ame- 
rica! **  1  rejoice."  he  continued,  ^'that  the 
grave  has  not  clofed  on  me :  that  I  am  fiill 
^live  to  lift  up  my  voice  againft  the  difmember- 
ment  of  this  ancient  and  moft  noble  monarchy  1 
Preffisd  doH^,  as  I  am,  by  the  hand  of  infirmity, 
I  am  little  able  to  affift  my  country  in  tliis  moil 
perilous  conjunfture ;  but,  .while  I  have  fenfc 
andipemory,  I  will  never  confent  to  deprive  the 
royal  offspring  of  the  hgufe  of  Brunfwick,  the 
heirs  of  tne  princefs  Sophia,  of  their  faireft  in- 
heritance. Where  is  the  man  who  will  dare  to 
advife  fuch  a  meafure  ?  My  lords,  his  majefly 
fucceeded  to  an  empire  as  great  in  extent  as  its 
reputation  was  unfullied.  Shall  we  tamifli  the 
luftre  of  this  nation  by  an  ignominious  fuf ren- 
G  4  der 
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(lev  of  its  riglits  and  faireft  pofleflions?  Shall 
this  great  king'tloui,  that  has  furvived  w1k)1c 
arid  entire  the  I)anifli  depredations,  the  Scottifli 
inroads,  and  the  Norman  conqueft ;  that  has 
ftood  the  threatened  invafion  of  the  Spanifli  ar- 
mada, now  foil  proftrate  before  the  houfe  of 
.  Bourbon  ?  Surely,  this  nation  is  no  longer 
M'hat  it  was!  Shall  a  people,  feventeen  years 
ago  the  fen,*orof  the  world,  now  ftoop  fo  low  as 
to  tell  its  ancient  inveterate  erteniy — ^take  all 
we  have,  only  give  us  peaee  ?  It  is  impoffible  ! 
I  wage  Avar  with  no  man,  or  fet  of  men.  1  wi(h 
for  none  of  their  employments  ;  nor  would  I 
co-operate  with  men  m  ho  ftill  perfift  in  unre- 
t rafted  error:  or  who,' inftead  of  a6ling  on  a 
firm,  decifive  line  of  cAnduft,  halt  between  two 
opinions,  where  there  is  nd  middle  path.  In 
Ciod's  name,  if  it  is  abfolutely  necetfary  to  de- 
clare either  for  peace  or  war,  and  if  peace  can- 
not be  preferved  with  honour,  why  is  not  war 
commenced  M^ithout  hefitation  ?  I  am  not,  I 
confefs,  well  informed  of  the  refources  of  this 
kingdom ;  but  I  truft  it  has  ftill  fuflScient  to 
maintain  its  juft  rights,  though  1  know  them 
not.  But  any  ftate  is  better  than  defpair.  -  Let 
us  at  leaft  make  one  effort ;  and  if  we  muft  fall, 
let  us  fall  like  men  !  " 

The  duke  of  Richmond,  after  replying  to  the 
arguments  of  lord  Weymouth,  directed  his  at- 
tention to  thofe  of  lord  Chatham,  for  whofe 
perfon  and  opinions  he  profefTed  the  higheft  ve- 
neration and  refpeft;  no  one  had  a  more  grate- 
ful memory  of  the  fervices  which  he  had  ren- 
dered to  the  country,  raifing  its  glory,  reputa- 
tion, and  fucceffes,  to  an  height  never  before 
experienced  by  any  nation.  But  tlie  name  of 
Chatham  could  not  perform  impoflibilities,  or 
reftore  the  country  .to  the  ftate  ih  Mhiclrit  ftood 

when 
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when  he  was  called  to  dined  its  counfels.  Our  chap* 
finances  irere- then  moft  flourilhing,  tefulting  xxxnu 
from  the  abilities  and  indefatigable  zeal  of  tliat  177s- 
great  man  and  abie  financier,  Mr.  Pelham;  our 
tket  was  in  a  refpeftable  condition,  and  under 
the  dire6iion  of  a  moft  able  naval  oflicer,  lord 
Anfon.  The  influence  of  the  crown  had  not  • 
reached  its  prefent  alarming  and  dangerous 
height.  We  had,  for  the  moii  part  of  the  war, 
France  alone  to  contend  with ;  and  when 
Spain  cofnmenced  hoftilitics,  France  was  re- 
duced to  the  loweft  ebb ;  her  navy  almoll  an- 
nihilated; and  her  principal  colonies  in  the 
new  world  wrelled  from  her.  America  then 
fought  for  us ;  in  the  prefent  exigency,  inftead 
of  Great  Britain  and  America  again  ft  France 
and  Spain  ;  France,  Spain,  and  America,  would 
be  united  againft  Great  Britain.  As  lord  Chat- 
ham had  not  only  omitted  to  point  out  the 
means  of  fuftaining  fo  unequal  a  contcli,  but 
had  acknowledged  he  knew  them  not,  the  duke 
adhered  to  his  former  opinion.  No  perfon 
more  fincerely  wiiJied  the  perpetuation  of  Ame- 
rican dependance  ;  but  being  convinced  of 
its  total  imprafticability,  lie  was  anxious  to  re- 
tain the  colonifts  as  allies,  becaufe  if  they  are 
not  on  terms  of  friendfliip  with  Great  Britain, 
they  muft  throw  themfelves  into  the  arms  of 
France;  and  if  war  Mas  commenced  on  account 
of  the  late  treaty,  they  would  confidcr  them- 
felves bound  in  honour  to  alfift  their  ally.  The 
Hoble  earl,  as  a  reafon  for  war,  had  mentioned 
the  inherent  rights  of  the  heir  apparent  and  his 
brother :  to  recover  thofe  poffeliions  by  force, 
was  now  totally  impracticable,  buthe  would  join 
in  calling  to  a  fevere  account,  thofe  who  had 
caufed  the  lofft  of  their  inheritance.  The  pro- 
vocation given  by  France,  on  account  of  her 

condud 
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CHAP,  conduft  refpefting  America,   did  not  compel 
xxxin.  the  adoption  of  refentful  itieafures ;  queen  Eli^ 
^^    zabeth  openly  abetted  the  revolt  of  the  Spaniih 
Netherlands,  and  affifted  the  infurgents  for  a 
feries  of  years  with  men  and  money ;  Philip 
tlie  fecond,  far  from  refenting,  fcarcely  fcemed 
to  notice  the  circumftance.     He  was  already 
fufficiently  embaraffed  ;  and  did  not  confider 
himfelf  bound,   either  in  honour  or  policy,  to 
create  more  enemies  than  he  was  able  to  con- 
tend with;  yet  Philip  was,^  at  that  time,  the 
moil  powerful  prince  in  Europe, 
j^j^  At  the  clofe  of  this  fpeech,  lord  Chatham, 

Chatham's  animated  with  difdain,  and  eager  to  reply,  rofe 
fudduiiiu  £j.Q^  j^J3  f^^^.  but  the  effort  was  too  mighty 
for  his  enffeebled  frame,  and    after  repeated* 
attempts  to  retain  his  pofition,  he  funk  in  a 
fwoon.     The  houfe  becan:e  a  fcepe  of  alarm 
and  agitation,  and  the  debate  was  clofed. 
Pcathof        Although  he  foon  recovered  from  the  fit, 
lord  Chat-  and  the  public  entertained  fanguine  hopes  of 
*"""'         the  re-eftablifliment  of  his  health,   this  ftroke: 
was  the  forerunner  of  death.     He  languiflied  a 
few  weeks  at  Hayes,  wherc  he  M^as  conveyed  by 
his  own  defire,    and  e:s^pired  in  the  feventieth 
11th  May.  year  of  his  age. 

Honours         As  foon  as  the  event  was  known,  colonel 
paid  to  his  Barre  movcd  for  an  addrcfs,  requefting  that  the 
tiirhouft^  remains  of  this  ill uftrious  ftatefman  Ihould  be 
«t'com-      interred  at  the  public  expence  in  Weftminfier 
mons.        Abbey.     Mr.  T.  Townfljend  feconded  the  mo- 
tion,  with  a  pathetic  eulogy  on  the  extraor- 
dinary merits  of  its  objejSl.    Air.  Rigby  thought 
a  monument  to  his  memory  would  be.  a  more 
eligible,  as  well  as  a  more  lafting  teftimony  of 
the  public  gratitude,  than  defraying  the  ex-. 
pences.  of  his  funeral.      Dunning  combined 
both  tlae  propofitiops,  by  adding  Rigby's  fug-r 

geftioi\ 
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geition  to  colonel  Barry's  motion,  as  an  amend-   Chap, 
ment ;  and  the  refolution  was  carried,  after  a   ^^^^ 
few  approving  words  from  lord  North,  who     »77»* 
entered  the  houfe  at  a  late  period  of  the  debate. 

The  king  readily  agreed  to  the  addreflfes;  13th 
and   many  members  pronounced  emphatical  ^J^^^ 
encomiums  on  the  deceafed  peer.     Lord  John'  hU^tiUc 
Cavendifh  hoped  the  firft  vote  would  not  be 
the  limit  of  public  gratitude.    As  that  invalu- 
sible  man  had,  whilft  in  the  nation's  fervice, 
segle6ted  his  own  intereils;  and  though  he  had 
the  greateft  opportunity  of  enriching  himfelf, 
had  not  accumulated  opulence  for  his  family, 
]ke  hoped  ample  provifion  would  be  made  for 
the  defcendants  of  fo  honed  and  able  a  minifter, 
Tliis  fuggeftion  was  cordially  adopted,  and  a 
bill  pafled,  in  confequence  of  a  melTage  from  »iftMay 
the  king,  for  annexing  four  thoufand  pounds 
a  year  to  the  title  of  Earl  of  Chatham,  while  it 
continued  in  the  heirs  of  the  deceafed  ftatefman. 
The  munificence  of  parliament  was  completed,  HU  debu 
by  a  vote  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  for  pay-^  paHby 
ment  of  his  debts.  5J|nt! 

Lord  Suelburne  moved,  that  the  houfe  of  mA 
peers  fliould  attend  the  funeral ;  but  the  motion  ?roc««'- 
vas  over-ruled  by  the  majority  of  a  fingle  vote/  hou*feof  * 
The  annuity  bill,  which  pafled  fo  harmonioufly  iorJ»- 
through  the  houfe  of  commons,  occafioned  a 
Tiolent  debate  in  the  lords.      The  duke  of  ^d  June. 
Chandos  oppofed  the  grant  as  an  unwarrantable  The  an- 
profulion  of  the  public  money,   in  times  of  "S^d|* 
urgent  diftrefs,  and  as  a  dangerous  precedent ; 
grants  in  perpetuity,  were  taxes  in  perpetuity ; 
and  ought  to  be  cautioufly  ratified  by  parlia- 
ment    The  precedent  might  \)e  pxtended  to 
fui6tion  applications  of  a  fimilar  pature,  and 

t  Contents  261  proxies  3.    Noo-conteots  16,  proztet  4. 
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proper  obje6ls  would  not  be  wanting;  lord 
Hawke,  lord  Aniherft,  and  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick,  w^re  tited  as  inftances  where  the 
national  bounty  would  be  liaexceptionably 
applied. 

In  anfwer,  the  peculiar  merits  of  lord  Chat- 
ham were  urged;  and  a  larraftic  app)icatioQ 
was  made  to  the  pofTeflbrs  of  iinecure  places 
without  merit,"  to  dediift  from  their  emolu- 
ments the  provifion  propofed  for  the  family  of 
fo  illuflri'ous  an  ornament  to  the  Britilh  tiame. 

I N  confecfu'ence  of  foihe  obfervations  by.  the 
lord  chattceilor,  tlie  whole  political  conduft  of 
the  deceafed  i  carl  came  under  review,  and  was 
by  fome  ftrenuouily  tenfured,  as  the  fource  of 
a(il  the  fubfequent  difafters  of  the  country;  by 
fouie  partially  defended;  as  founded  on  in* 
tegrity,  profecu  ted  with  vigour,  butoccafranally 
deficient  in  cbnfiftency  and  wifdom ;  by  others 
it  was  extolled  in  all  its  parts,  as  the  prodigious 
effort  of  a  fuperior  genius,  who  had  forced  his 
way  at  a  critical  emergency,  raifed  the  fpirits 
of  a  defponding  nation,  given  energy  to  vacil- 
lating counfds,  and  raifed  the  country  to  un- 
rivalled glory.  The  fuppofed  ■  errors  in  his 
conducl  were  afcvibed  to  the  raricour  of  party, 
and  to  that  unextinguilliable  fpirit  of  envy 
which  ought  to  have  died  Avith  its  obje^l.*  The 
bill  pailed.  "*  A  ihort  proteft  is  on  the  journals, 
iigned  by  four  peers/ 

The  pofthumous  compliments  to  lord  Chat-" 
ham  M'cre  not  conlhicd.to  the  houfcs  of  parlia- 

'  The  principal  fpcakert  in  this  debate  were  tlie  lord  chancellor^ 
the  dukes  of  Hichmond  and  Chandos,  tails  of  Ahingdon,  li^dnor, 
Shelbuiiie,  and  Camden,  lords  Lytileton  and  Uavenlwcrth. 

tt  42   to   ]I. 

«  The  lord  chancellor  (Bathuri^)  the  duke  of  Ghaodos,  thcarch- 
biihop  of  York  (Maikham)  and  lord  Paget.     ' 

mcnt, 
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meHt,  which  he  had  adorned,   infrrucifd,  and   chap. 
dignified byhis eloquence:  tliecommon council  ^j^^'"* 
of  London  petitioned  tlie  houfe  of  commons,      i7r«- 
and  the  throne,  for  the  honour  of  receivir<r  liis-  ^^"""1?" 
remains,  and  interring  them  in  the  cathedral  of  London. 
St.  Paul's,  thu.s  rendering  the  iiohlefl  edifice  in  tothand 
the  Briti(h  dominions,' the  dcpolitory  of  one  *^'»^^T* 
amongft  the    nohleft  fuhjcfts  of  the  empire. 
Thefe  petitions  were  uufuccefsful;  orders  having  i^tbMsy. 
already  been  given  for  the  interment  in  Weft- 
minficr  Abbey.     They  alfo  petitioned  for  no- 
tice to  attend  his  funeral  in  their  gowns;   l)ut  6th  June. 
taking  offence  at  fome  point  of  coiului^r  in  the 
lord  chamberlain,  rcfcindcd  the  refolution,  but 
they  eiefted  a  fupcrb  monument  to  his  memory  ^^[j  V"^ 
in  Guildhall.     The  body  lay  in  ftate  two  days  hu  full^ 
in  the  painted  chamber,  and  was  interred  with  '^' 
great folemnity,  though  but  thinly  attended.'' 

The  debate,    interrupted  by  the  illnefs  of  jth. 
lord  Chatliam,  M^as  refumed  the  enfuing  day.  Dcbatere. 
The  conteftvas  maintained  between  two  chiefs  thrdf^tTof 
of  the  leadinii'  parties  inoppofition;  the  earl  of  Kich- 
Shelburne,   and  the  duke  of  Richmond.    The  ^^'f^ 
earl,  cordially  adopting  the  principles  of  lord 
Chatham,    that  the   moment    Great    Britain 
acknowledged  the  fovereignty  or  independency 
of  America,  her  fun  was  fct  and  that  a  war 
with  France  was  unavoictable,    cenfured  the 
argnments    tending    to  infpirc    dcfpondency. 
He  fpoke  with  confidence  of  the  fulficiency  of 
Greit  Britain,  both  in  population  and  finance, 
to   refift  America,   France,   and  Spain  united. 
The  duke  of  Richmond  fully  acceded  to  our 

7  Lord  Chatham^ s  funeral,  Gibbon  obfcrves,  was  nieanly  attended, 
and  government  ingcnioufly  contrived  to  fecurc  the  double  odium  of 
fuffcrmg  the  thing  to  be  done,  and  of  doing  it  with  an  ill  grace. 
Mifoelbneoos  Works,  vol.  I.  p.  533.  The  other  particulars  are  taken 
from  the  debates,  and  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle  in  the  Annual 
Regfiier  for  177S. 

ability 
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CHAP,   ability  to  cope  with  France  and  Spain,    but 
^^J^'  America  muft  be  our  ally,  or  at  lead  neuter ;  he 
17^8.     was  for  an  immediate  conceffion  of  indepen- 
dency :  both  agreed  iti  condemning  the  con- 
du6l  of  miniftry,  who  did  not  interfere  in  the 
debate,    either    to    vindicate    themfelves    of 
deliver  an  opinioli  on  the  motion,  which  w^ 
id  July,     neoratived*. 

Adjourn-       NoTwiTHSTANi>iN  6  the  length  all  dextrcmc 
SX^^     activity  of  the  feffion,  motions  were  made  in  both 
toent.        houfes  to  prcvcnt  the  adjournment   The  king, 
King's      in  difcharging  the  parliament  from,  what  h€ 
^*^^'      juftly  termed,  a  long  and  laborious  application 
to  buiinefa,  returned  thanks  for  their  zeal  in 
fupporting  the  honour  of  his  crowni  and  for 
i  their  attention  to  the  real  interefts  of  his  fubjefts, 

in  the  wife,  juil^  and  humane  laws  which  had 
refulted  from  their  deliberations,  and  which 
he  hoped  would  be  attended  with  the  moft 
falutary  effefts  in  every  part  of  the  firitifli  em- 
pire. His  defire  to  preferve  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe  had  been  uniform  and  fincere ;  the  raith 
of  treaties,  and  the  law  of  nations,  his  rule  of 
condud,  and  his  conftant  care  to  give  no  juft 
caufe  of  offence  to  any  foreign  power ;  "  let 
that  power,  by  whom  this  tranquillity  fliall  be 
difturbed,  he  faid,  anfwer  to  their  fubjefts,. 
^nd  to  the  world,  for  all  the  fatal  confequences 
of  war.''  He  trufted  the  experienced  valour 
and  difdipline  of  his  fleets  and  armies,  and  the 
.  loyal  and  united  ardour  of  the  nation,  armed 
and  animated  in  the  defence  of  every  thing  dear 
to  them,  would  defeat  all  enterprizes  of  the 
enemy,  and  convince  them  how  dangerous  it 
was  to  provoke  the  fpirit  and  ftrength  of  Great 
Britain.  He  had  no  other  wifli  or  ohjefl  but  ta 
deferve  the  confidence  of  parliament,  and  the 
affedions  of  his  people. 

«  50  to  33. 
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CHAPTER  THE  THIRTY- FOURTH 


1778.      ^ 

Exptditiojis  from  Philadetphia. — State  of  the 
Eritijh  arm}).  —  And  of  that  under  Wajhing- 
ton. — Treachery  of  Congrefs  towards  Eur- 
goyne's  army. — Drafts  of^the  conciliatory 
bills fent  to  Congrefs.^^Their  refolutions. — 
Hffeas  of  the  meafure.  —  Arrival  of  the 
French  treaty. — lis  eJfeS:. — La  Fayette's 
expedition  to  Barren-hilL  —  Sir  IViltiam 
Howe  recalled.'Supcrb  fejlival  called  Mif- 
chiajiza, — Arrival  of  the  commijjioners.^-^ 
Pajfport  refufed  to  their fecretary.^^Tenns 
propofedby  them  to  Cori^refs.—Ajifwer. — 
Explanatory  letter  of  tne  commijjioners.*^ 
Pretended  offers  of  bribes.  —  Difcnffioiis 
refpecling  governor  John  ft  one. — Manifcjlo 
of  the  commiffioners. — liefolutions.  —  And 
cotintcr'jnantfeflo  of  congrcfs. — Evacuation 
of  Philadelphia. — Severities  exercifed  againjl 
loyalifts.  —  Judicious  retreat  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton. — Action  at  Monxvouth-court-houfe. 
''^Britijh  army  go  to  New  Vork.—Dif 
grace  of  general  Lee. — Sailing  of  the  Toulon 
fquadron  under  D'EJlaing.  —  Purfued  by 
Byron. — The  Fre?ich  arrive  at  the  Chefapeak. 
—  Expedition  againft  Rhode  Ijland. — Ac- 
tions  at  fea. — The  Americans  repulftd  at 
Rhode  I  (land.  ^^Lord  Howe  refigns  the  fleet 
to  Admiral  Gamhier.  —  Expedition  to  Buz- 
zard's bay.'^Surprife  of  colonel  Baylor.  — 
Attack  on  Egg  harbour.  — Pulafki's  legion 
cut  to  pieces. -^  Reduction   of  Georgia, --^ 
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DeftruBion  of  JVyoning.  —  And  other  fct-- 
tlements.  —  Difappointments  of  Byroiu  — 
D'EJlaing  fads  to  the  ITeJi  Indies.  —  Cap- 
ttire  of  Saint  Pierre  and  JMiquelon.  —  The 
French  take  Dominica. — The  EngUJli  Saint 
Lucie.  —  Indignation  of  the  Americans 
againji  D'EJiaing.  —  His  proclamation  to 
the  Canadians.  —  IVaJhingion  refufes  to  co- 
operate in  attacking  Canada.  —  tiatred  of 
the  Americans  toxcards  the  French. 
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1778, 
Expedi- 
tions from 
Phila- 
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March 
1778. 

4th  May. 
7th  May. 


Stiteofthe 

Britifh 

ajrniy. 


TAURiXG  the  period  of  their  continuance  in 
winter  quarters  at  Philadelphia,  the  Britifh 
Jirmy  confined  their  efforts  to  foraging  parties ; 
one  under  the  gallant  colonel  IVIawhood,  made 
a  fuccefsful  excurfion  to  New  Jerfey,  and  de- 
feated fuperior  detachments  of  Americans  with 
great  lofs.  Colonel  Ahcrcrombie  and  major 
Sincoefurprifcd  a  portion  of  the  American  bag- 
gage, and  returned  to  Philadelphia  without 
difafter,  though  their  co-operation  was  riot  fo 
complete  as  w-as  originally  projefled.  Major 
Maitland  and  captain  Henry  of  the  navy, 
deftroyed  a  quantity  of  {lores  and  forty -four 
American  veflcls,  which  liad  efcaped  u||  the 
Delaware  after  the  capture  of  Mud  Ifland. 

These  unimportant  exploits,  however  gal- 
lant and  well  conduced,  w^ere  infufficient  to 
atone  for  the  want  of  fome  capital  enterprize 
during  the  long  w^inter.  The  army  exhibited  a 
contrail  of  immoderate  luxury,  and  exceflive 
niifery.  Gaming  was  carried  to  an  unwar- 
rantable extent;  and  the  grave,  llaid  inha- 
bitants of  iPhiladelphia  were  fliocked  and  in- 
fulted  by  fome  young  oflicers,  who  introduced 
into  their  fober  families,  females  of  exception- 
able charader.  The  vigilance  of  Walhington, 
and  the  extreme fe verity  with  which  hepunilhed 
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the  pcafantry  for  attempting  to  l>ring  provifions  chap. 
to  market,    occaiionecl  continual  fcarcity  of  xxxiv. 
neccffaries;    and  the  inhabitants  offended  by     nfiH'' 
the  difiipatiou  of  the  amiy,  and  the  preffure  of 
calamity  occafioned  by  their  prefence,  became 
inimical  to  the  Britiih  government  Individuals 
avowedly  friendly  to   congrcfs  were  through 
negligence  allowed  to  refide  in  the  city;  and 
by  conveying  intelligence  to  the  enemy  of  in- 
tended movements,  enabled  them  to  impede 
fupplies,  and  haiafs  fmall  foraging  parties. 

Washington  in  his  huts  at  Valley  Forge  CosditioB 
experienced,  with  aggravations,  all  the  difficult  ?*  ^*^ 
ties  of  the  preceding  winters.     He  was  deftitute  *"****"• 
of  every  neceffary ;  difeafe  confumed,  and  de- 
iertion  thinned  his  army  ;  at' one  period  he  was 
reduced  to  lefs  than  four  thoufand  men,  and  his 
cannon  fixed  to  the  ground  by  the  froft :  but 
he  made    indefatigable   exertions   to  remedy 
thefe  inconveniences,   of  which  he  gives  an 
alarming  pidure  in  one  of  his  letters  to  con- 
grefs :  "  Our  diftrefs  for  arms  and  clothing," 
he  lays,  "  is  amazingly  great;  we  have  many 
men  «iow  without  firelocks,  and  many  coming 
in,  ilrthe  fame  predicament;  and  half  the  army 
are  without  fliirts.  Our  condition  for  want  of  the 
latter,  and  blankets,  is  quite  painful,  of  the  for- 
mer very  cliftrefling.    The  doftors  attribute  in  a 
^reat  degree  the  lofs  of  hundreds  of  lives  to  the 
fcarcity  of  clothing;  and  I  am  certain  hun- 
dreds have  deferted  from  the  fame  caufe."*    In 
vain  experiments  were  tried  to  engage  the  In- 
dians; m  vain  congrefs  iflued  requifitions  fqr 
the  inrollmeiit  of  forces  in  the  different  ftates; 
luen  could  not  be  induced  to  encounter  tlie 

«  W«(hingtoii*t  Letters  vol.  ii.  p.  180.  See  alfo  r  letter  from  the 
comcnutce  to  congrctf,  in  $tedmaa*s  Hiliojy  of  tbc  Amerscan 
-War,  Tol.  i.  p.  %i%. 
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CHAP*  ieveritiea  of  winter  without  view  of  lervice  or 
jcxxiv.   probability  of  relief;  and  the  general  did  not 
\j}%7^   €xpe6l  any  important   acceffion  of  force  till 
towards  June.*    The  defertion  of  the  troops 
was  countenanced  by  frequent  refignations  of 
officers,  of  whom  upwards  of  two  hundred  threw 
up  their  commiffions  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months/ 
AprU.       Nor  was  this  diftreffing  confequence  of  the  fliort- 
fighted  parfimony  of  congrefs   remedied,  till, 
in  compliance  with  the  judicious  fuggeftioiv  of 
their  general,  they  allotted  to  the  officers  half- 
pay  for  feven  years  after  the  war ;  a  bounty 
Avhich  was  fubfequently  extended  to  the  period 
of  their  lives.' 
Treachery       Parsimony  was  not  the  only  vice  of  con- 
^^^o^'      grefs,  againft  which  Wafliington  ventured  to 
wards**"     remonftrate.     By  the  convention  at  Saratoga, 
Bur.         Bofton  was  defignated  as  the  place  where  the 
f^,?^/      Britifh  troops  were  to  wait  for  a  conveyance 
home :  Burgoyne  applied  to  congrefs  for  leave 
to  change  this  place  for  Rhode  Ifland,  or  fome 
other  more  convenient  port ;  but  the  ^American 
reprefentativesj  recoUefting  that  if  thefe  forces 
were   reftored  to   Great  Britain,  they  might 
be  rendered  ferviceable  in  garrifons,  and   an 
equal   number  detached  to  their   fliores,  not 
only  refufed  the  general's  requeft,  but  prohi- 
bited the  embarkation  of  the  captive  troops, 
until  a  diftincl  and  explicit  ratification  of  the 
convention  at  Saratoga  fliould  be  properly  noti- 
fied by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to  congrefs. 
This  infamous  perfidy  was  palliated   by  pre- 
tended fufpicions  that  Burgoyne's  men  would 
join  the  army  at  New  York,  and  by  allegations 


*»  Wafliington^s  Letters,  voK  il.  p.  t6i,  a/^.. 
^  Idem.  p.  251,        ^  Ramfay,   ▼•!.  li,  p.  98 
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equally  frivolous  and  falfe,    of  tlieir  having  chap. 
already  broken  the  convention.     Wafliington    xxxir. 
remonftrated  with  force  and  firmnds  againft  ^y^sT* 
tliis  national  a6l  of  dilhonour,  which  he  repre*      - 
fented  alike  injurious  to  the  caufe  in  the  breafts 
of  Britons,  foreigners,  and  even  their  own  Ame- 
rican adherents;*  but  his  reafonings  were  vain, 
the  unfortunate  army  was  fubje^ed  to  great 
hardihips    and    wanton   indignities,   removed 
from  place  to  place  according  to  the  caprice  of 
congrefs,    and  notwithftanding  the    moll  ex- 
plicit  and  candid  offers  and  all u ranees,  the 
terms  gf  the  convention  were  never  complied 
with. 

Feeling  the  neceffity  of  embracing  the  ^afi»of 
earlieft  moment  to   counteraft  the  views  of  dilatoly 
France  in  her  late  treaty  with  America,  the  biiufemto 
Britiih  miniftry,  before  the  paflTng  of  the  conci-  ^^"*ff^«* 
liatory  bills,  tranfmitted  drafts  to  America,  that 
the  ratification  of  cougrefs  to  the  French  treaty 
might  not  be  obtained  by  furprife,  while  the 
country  was  yet  ignorant  of  the  tqrms  on  which 
an  accomodation  with  the  parent- ftate  might  be 
obtained.  Sir  William  Howe  circulated  copies ; 
Wafljington  alfo  tranfmitted  fome  to  congrefs, 
with  expreffions  of  apprehenlion  tliat  the  ijiea- 
fure  might  be  fuccefeful  in  detaching  adherents 
from  their  caufe^     In  purfuance  of  his  recom-  Mfi  April, 
mendation,  the  reprefentative  body  appointed  Their  re^ 
a  committee  to  invelligate  the  bills,  who  with-  ^®^"'*°"' 
out  hefitation  rejected  the  propofals*     The  re- 
port of  the  committee,  vhich  was  produced  in 
a  fingle  day,  was  more  than  ordinarily  petulant 
and  virulent;  the  bills  were  analyied,  and  de- 
clared to  originate  in  dilhonell  views,  and  to 

«  See  WafluDston^t  Letters,  voL  ii.  p.  266.       ^  Idf m.  p.  a(6« 
H  2  prQVC 
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CHAP,  prove  only  the  wcaknefs  of  Great  Britain :  and 
^^J^  It  was  decreed,  that  any  incjividual,  or  body  of 
J 778-     nien,  making  feparate  or  partial  conventions 
^ith  commiflioners  under  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  ought  to  be  treated  as  open  enemies. 
No  conference  or  treaty  could  be  held  with 
the    commiflioners,    unlefs,  as  a  preliminary, 
they  eitlier  withdrew  the  fleets  and  armies,  or  in 
exprefs  tenns,  acknowledged  tlMi  independence 
of  America.    Thefc  refolutions  were  accom- 
panied with  an  exhortation  to  the  colonics,  to 
»s^«         complete  their  quotas  of  men ;  and  followed 
by  apromife.of  pardon  under  ftrifl;  reftriftions, 
to  thofe  who  had  appeared  iu  arms  againit 
them. ' 
Effeas  of       These  proceedings  fully  verified  the  predic- 
thismca-    ^jQ^^g^  that  the  miniftcr's  duAility  Vou-ld  not  be 
attended  with  the  defired  eiFefit,  and  that  he  did 
not,  like  the  fpear  of  Achilles,  poflefs  the  power 
of  healing  the  wound  he  had  himfelf  inflift- 
ed.  **  The  American  friends  of  Great  Britain,  at- 
tempting to  circulate  thefe  propofitions,  enabled 
their  opponents  to  aflert,  that,  inftead  of  feeking 
peace  by  the  ordinary  modes  of  negotiation 
with  powers  legitimately  conftituted,  govern- 
ment aimed  at  an  undue  influence  over  the 
people,  and  hoped  to  obtain  by  their  impatient 
clamours,   that  which  the  fagacity    of   their 
rulers  would  withhold, 
id  May.        Shortly  after  thefe  refolutions  had  pafled, 
the  French  Simcon  Dcauc  arrived,  and  notified  theaccom- 
treaty.       pliflimeut  of  the  treaty  with  France.    The  ex- 
pectation of  this  event  had  long  animated  the 
Americans,  and  influenced  the  decifion  of  con- 
grefs.    The  probability  of  a  war  between  G  reat 

C  Stc  tlie  rtfolutions  in  Almon't  Remcmbntnceri  vol.  vi«  p.  163. 
t  G ibbon'i  Poftbumoui  Works,  yoI.  i.  p.  5 3 1 . 
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Britain  and  France,  had  long  b^n  maintained, '   c  H  AP« 
and  congrefs  afferted  that  the  Britilh  cabinet  ^*J3' 
propofed  the  conciliatory  bilU  only  in  con-      177*- 
fequence  of  their  alarm  at  fuch  a  junfture,  ^ 
The  hefitation  of  the  French  court  in  ratifying 
the  treaty,  did  not  permit  them  to  be  too  con- 
fident, but  th^  knew  they  could  always  retraA 
refolations   formed  before  the  propoiition  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  had  been  faiiftioned 
vith  all  the  legiflative  forms. 

The  confirmation  of  the  French  alliance  was  ¥^  Mir, 
neceivcd  with  unbounded  joy,  as  the  teft  and  * 
guaranty  of  American  independence.  Congrefs 
made  a  partial  pul^cation  of  the  treaty,  afcrib- 
ing  the  mod  noble  and  difinterefted  views  to 
the  French  king,  who  would  rank  among  the 
greateft  heroes  of  hiftory,  and  whofe  example 
would  decide  the  reft  of  Europe.  Spain  and 
Germany  would  join  without  delay;  Ruflia 
and  Denmark  were  not  adyerfe  to  them ;  and 
the  king  of  Pruffia  had  declared  to  their  envoy, 
that  he  M'ould  be  the  fecond  power  in  Europe, 
to  acknoM' ledge  their  ind.ependcnce. '  La 
Fayette,  who  flattered  himfelf,  that  his  remon- 
firauces  had  confiderably  influenced  the  dcci- 
(ion  of  his  court,  communicated  the  event  with 
childiih  tranfport,  to  the  fedate  general  of  the 
Americans ;  the  brigades  were  aflembled,  the 
chaplains  offered  up  public  thanks  to  Almighty 
God,  and  delivered  difcourfes  fuitablf?  to  the 
occafion.  A  feu  de  joie  was  fired,  arid,  on  a 
fighal  given,  the  air  refounded  with  "  Long 
live  the  King  of  France." 

La  FAYfTTE  from  the  moment  of  joining  M 
the  American  army,  impatiently  defired  to  be  ^'^^|^j*n 

to  Barren 
'  Wafliin'gton's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  H5.  Hill. 

"^  Alnion*!  Rcmenabranceri  vhi  fup.       1  Idem.  vol.  vi.  p.  267. 
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CHAP,  intrufted  with  fome  diftinguiihed  commatid. 
^^^oav.    His  continued  folicitations  occafioned   confi- 
^""r^^   derable  embarraflment  to  the  American  gene- 
ral:  *   on  the  prefent  occafion,  it  was  judged 
neceflary  to  indulge  him  with  the  defired  op- 
portunity of  difplaying  his  fuppofed  military 
19th  May.  knowledge.      General   Wafliington   therefore 
detached  him,  with  nearly  three  thoufand  men, 
to  take  poft  on  Barren  Hill,  feven  miles  ad- 
vanced from  the  camp  of  Valley  Forge ;  but 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  moving  between   the  Delaware  and 
Schuylkill,  reftraining  the  Britiih  parties,  pro- 
curing intelligence,   and    afting   as  circum* 
fiances  might  require^"     This  pofition  was  not 
judicioufly  chofen  ;   it  was  too  diiiant  from 
Philadelphia,  to  effeft  any  important  purpofe, 
ind  too  near  to  be  fecure  againft  a  well-con - 
»oth.        certcd  enterprize.    General  Grant,  at  the  head 
S£'  ^^  fi^'^  thoufand  felea  troops,  was  difpatched 
ger.  from  Philadelphia  to  fufprize  La  Fayette,  and 

reached,  undifcovered,  a  point  in  his  rear,  be- 
tween him  and  Waihington's  camp.  Here  the 
load  forked ;  one  branch  led  to  Barren  Hill, 
at  the  diftance  of  a  mile ;  the  other  to  Matfon  s 
Ford,,  acrofs  the  Schuylkill,  at  the  fame  dif- 
tance. In  the  courfe  of  the  night,  another 
detachment,  under  General  Grey,  marched  from 
Philadelphia,  along  the  weftern  branch  of  the 
Schuylkill,  and  ftationed  themfelves  at  a  ford 
two  or  three  miles  in  front  of  List  Fay ette's  right 
flank,  while  the  remainder  of  the  Britifh  army 
advanced  to  Chefiuit  Hill.  His  retreat  was 
"  thus  cut  off  from  every  palfage  but  Matfon's 
Ford;  and  as  the  line  from  his  poiition  formed 
the  bafe  of  an  obtufe-angled    triangle  with 

»  Wafliington's  Lrtters,  vol.  ii.  p.  416. 
»  Idem.  voL  ii.p.  279. 
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Ibe  two  roads,  his  diilance  from  it  vas^much   chaj. 
greater  than  that  of  the  Britifh.    The  confufed  Si!?> 
galloping  of  a  reconnoitrina:  party  of  horfe,      »778- 
indicated    their    having  difcovered   the   ap-  ' 
preach  of  the  Britilh,    La  Fayette  was  foon  And 
obferved  retreating    with    precipitation    and  *^^' 
terror  towards  Matfon's  Ford,  through  t]i«  low 
woody  grounds  M'hich  border  the  river.     In 
vain  were  thefe  favourable  circuinftances  men- 
tioned»by  Sir  William  Erikine  to  general  Grant ; 
he  obftinately  perfevered  in  advancing  to  Bar- 
ren Hill,  from  which  La  Fayette  had  already 
retreated,  and  after  fome  delay,  began  a  pur- 
fnit  along  the  fame  tra^l  which  the  enemy  had 
taken.     In  their  precipitate  flight,  the  Ame- 
ricans had  croffed  the  Schuylkill,  leaving  fix 
field-pieces  as  an  ufelefs  5ncuirtt)rance ;  but  the 
dilatorinefs  of  the  purfuit  emboldened  them  to 
return   and    recover    this    artillery,   and   thj? 
whole  corps,  which  was  coniidered  as  •  inevi- 
tably deftroyed,  efcaped  with  no  other  lofs  than 
forty  men.     Wafliington  in  deipaiv  had  brokeA 
down  his  bridge  from  Valley  Forge  aerols  tlie 
Schuylkill,  being  infufficient  in  force  to  ftic^ 
cour  his  volunteer  ally,  and  apprehcnfive  left 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Britiih  anns  fliould'  be  turned 
againft  himfelf.     The  failure  of  the  enterprize  ': 
againil  La  Fayette  M^as  the  more  raortityinj^ 
from  the  critical  period  at  which  it  occurrea;  ^  i 

and  the  immenfe  importance  of  a  fuccelsful 
refult  on  the  events  either  of  war  or  negotia-:  * 

tion. 

Since  the  termination  of  the  kft  campaign,  sirWii- 
Sir  William  Howe  had  been  foHcitirig  his  recal;  JiamHowe 
he  felt,  it  appears,  fome  jealoufy,  that  confi-  ^^^ 
dence  was  .not  extended  to  him,  nor  due  at^ 
tention  paid  to  his  recommendations ;  a  charge 
piot'  coAlidefed  as  well  founded  by  thofe  who 
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CHAP,  compared  his  means  of  achievement^  vith  tbf 
j!^^^    refults  of  his  efforts,  and  which  afterwards 
»77^     gave  rife  to  important  difcuflions  in^parliament. 
s**!*  b^*^'         received  permiffion  to  retire,  and  at  his  de- 
fcftivii,      parture  was  gratified  with  the  fincereft,  and  per* 
caiiedMif-  haps  moft  fplendid  homage  to  his  perfonal 
chianta.     charafter,  which  was  ever  paid  by  an  army 
iJthMay.  to  its  general.     At  the  expence  of  twenty^- 
two  field-officers,  afeftivalwas  prepared,  called 
the  Mifchianza,  forming  a  brilliant  exhibition 
of  ancient  chivalry^  and  modern   politenefa. 
Knights  and  fquires,  fuperbly  accoutred,  tilt^ 
ing  in  .honour  of  ladies,  who  in  magnificent 
Turkifli    habits    diftributed    the    rewards   of 
valour;  a  promenade  with  mufic,  a  fplendid 
fupper,  and  a  ball,  terminated  the  feftivities  : 
a  faro-tal^le  m"^^  not  forgotten,  and  eveiy  part 
of  the  entertainment  was  diftinguiiflied  by  com- 
phmentaiy  mottos  and  devices,     In.defcant- 
ing  on  fuch  a  mark  of  efteem,  it  would  favour 
of  cynical  morofenefs,  to  examine  whether  all » 
cxpreffions  of  applaufe  tendered  to  the  general 
were  i^ri6tly  iult  in  their  utmoft  extent ;    but 
thefuffering  loyalifls,  and  many  others,  thought 
the  generals,  officers,  and  army,  might  have  been 
better  employ ed.  • 
Am? ai  of     ,  So 0  N  ^it€T  the  chicf  command  had  devolved 
the  com-     oil  Sir  Hepry  Clinton,  lord  Carlifle,  governor 
Ttf  Jum!'  Johnftoncj  and  Mr.  Eden,  the  commiffioners 
appointed  by  the  conciliatory  a6l,  arrived  at 
Paffport     Philadelphia,    Application,  was  made  to  Wafti- 
thdr^d*^    ington  for  a  paflport,  for  their  fecretary,  Dn 
•twajy."      Fergufon,  to  convey  overtures  to  congrel's  ;  but 
this  favour  was  hardily  refufed,  and  the  kt* 
ters  of  the  commjffionerSi  forwarded  by  com- 
mon military  pofts.     If  the  wanton  infolence 
of  this  proceeding  augured  an  unfavourable  if- 

•  See  account  of  theJMiTchianxa  irt  the  AnDual  Regifter,  177*. 
i^ppcndijL  to  the^Chronicic, 
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fue  to  the  ne^tiatton,  the  codiinifliouers  \rere  £j*^r* 
not  UDJuiHfiable  in  entertainiBg  hopes  of  ulti-    .^^^ 

re  fuccefs  froin  the  extraordidary  hberality  ^^  7^ 
the  tenrn  they  were  empowered  to  pro-  Tcnur** 
pofe ;  terms  which  proniifed  to  America  happi-  r°*J^ 
nefe  more  permanent,  and  charters  more  cxtea-  c«4«&.^ 
five,  than  could,  according  to  the  conmioi^ 
chances  of  war,  be  derived  from  the  alliance 
of  any  European  powers,  and  more  ample  than^ 
in  the  ordinary  train  of  events,  the  lapfeof  ages 
could  produce.  They  profl'ered  more  real  free** 
dom  than^  under  allcu-cumflances,  could  be  ex* 
pefted  to  flow  from  an  acquiefcence  in  their 
unfupported  independence,  and  xsmrt  perma* 
nent  profperity  than  fuccefsful  warfare  or  mul'- 
ti plied  alliances  could  entitle  them  to  anticipate. 
The  comrniffioners  offered  to  concur  in  every 
iatisfa^ory  and  juft  arrangement  loi'  procuring 
a  ce(Iati6nof  hoililities  by  feaand  land  ;  a  re- 
newal of  free  intercourfe  ;  revival  of  mutual  af- 
fedion,  and  rettoration  of tlie  cou)  mcHi  bene  (i  ts  df 
natnralization  throughout  the  empire  ;  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  free  trade  ;  an  agreement  that  no 
military  force  fliould  be  maintained  in  America, 
without  the  confent  of  the  general  congreis, 
or  particular  afTemblies ;.  and  concurrence  in 
meafures  calculated  to  difcharge  the  debts  of 
America,  and  raife  the  valae  and  credit  of  the  ' 
paper  circulation.  To  perpetuate  the  union,  a 
reciprocal  deputation  of  an  agent  or  agents 
fromllie  different  ikites  was.  propofed,  who 
ihonld  have  a  feat  and  voice  in  parliament ;  or 
if  fent  from  Britain  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  af* 
femblies  of  the  different  ftates  to  \<'hich  they 
might  be  deputed.  It  was  finally  propofed  to 
eftablifh  the  legiflative  powers  in  each  particu- 
lar ftate,  to  fettle  its  revenue,  civil  and  military 
eltablifliment)  and  acknowledge  its  right  to  ex- 

crcifc 
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CHAP,  ercife  a  perfcft  freedom  of  legiflation  and  inter- 
,S?iL*  "2,1  government,  fo  that  the  Britifh  ftate^ 
*778-  throughout  America,  acting  with  the  mother- 
country  in  peace  and  .war,  under  a  common 
fovereign,  might  have  the  irrevocable  enjoy- 
ment of  every  privilege  which  did  not  imply  a 
total  reparation  of  intercft,  or  was  confiftent 
with  that  union  of  force,  on  which  the  fafety 
of  common  religion  and  liberty  depended.  The 
jcommiffioners  noticed  with  due  feverity,  the  in- 
sidious interpofition  of  a  power,  which  had  from 
the  firft  fettlement  of  the  colonies  been  aftuated' 
by  enmity  to  them  as  well- as  to  Great  Britain; 
and  notwithftauding  the  pretended  date,  or 
prefent  form  of  the  French  ofters  to  America, 
yet  it  was  notorious  thatthefe  were  madein  con- 
lequence  of  plans  of  accommodation  previoufly 
concerted  in  Great  Britain,  and  with  a  view*  to 
prevent  reconciliation,  and  prolong  the  war. 
f3»b-  When  this  difpatch  was  read  in  cohgrefsi, 

^**^*  the  members  moil  infatuated  with  the  pre^ 
dilcAion  for  French  alliance,  oppofed  a  further 
hearing,  as  infulting  to»  the  king  of  France. 
The  debate  was  fo  earneftly  maintained  that 
it  became  neceflary  to  adjourn  the  fitting  from 
Friday  till  Monday,  •  when  congrefs  referred 
x6ih.  the  letter  to  a  committee  of  five,  who  pro- 
pared  the  draft  of  an  anfwer,  which  was  ap- 
»7th.  proved  and  tranfmitted  to  the  commiffioner* 
AnTwer.  It  ftated  that  nothing  but  an  earned  defire  to 
fpare  the  further  eff'ufiou  of  human  blood  could 
•have  induced  them  to  read  a  paper  containing 
expreftions  fo  difrefpedful  to  his  moft  chriftian 
majefty,  the  good  and  great  ally  of  the  dates, 
or  confider  propofitions  fo  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  an  independent  nation.  The  a6ls  of 
the  Britifli  parliament,  the  commiffion  from 
the  king,  and  the  letter  of  the  commiflioncrs, 

fuppofcd 
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fuppofedthc  people  of  America  fiibjeft  to  the  CHAk 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  were  bounded  on   5^^* 
ato   idea  of  dependence  utterly    inadmiifible.     ,771. 
congrefs  were  inclined  to  peace,  notvithftand* 
ing  the  unjuft  claims  from  which  the  war  ori- 
ginated, and  the  favage  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  conduced ;  they  would  therefore  be 
content  to  enter  on  a  coniideration  of  a  treaty 
of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconfiftent  with 
treaties  already  fubfifting,  when  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  Ihould  demonftrate  a  fmcere  dif- 
pofitiou  for  that  purpofe.    The  only  folid  proof 
of  this  difpofition  would  be  an  explicit  ac- 
knowledgment of  independence,  or  the  with- 
drawing of  his  fleets  and  armies. 

Notwithstanding  the  unpromifingharih-  Eipiarm. 
nefs  of  thefe  meafures,  the  commiflioners,  un-.^^^^ 
unlling  to  abandon  their  caufe  till  quite  def-  miffionmu 
perate,  addrtfl'ed  to  congrefs  an  explanatory  "thjiiijr* 
paper.  On  the  required  acknowledgment  they 
Ikid,  "  We  are  not  inclined  to  difpute  the  mean- 
mg  of  words  ;  but  fo  far  as  you  mean  the  en- 
tire privilege  of  the  people  of  North  America 
to  difpofe  of  their  property  and  govern  them- 
felves,  Avithout  reference  to  Great  Britain, 
beyond  what  is  neceflary  topreferve  that  union 
of  force  in  M'hich  our  mutual  advantage  and 
fafety  confift,  we  think  that  fofar  independency 
is  fully  acknowledged  in  the  terms  of  our  let- 
ter of  the  tenth  of  June;  and  we  are  willing  to 
enter  on  a  fair  difcuflion  of  all  the  circum- 
fiances  that  may  be  neceflary  to  infure  or  even  to 
enlarge  that  independency."  They  afligned  as 
areafon  for  not  withdrawing  the  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, the  danger  of  the  mcafure  to  thofe  of  the 
colon] (Is  who  had  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  neceflity  of  precaution  againft 
Ihcir  antient  enemy.      How  foon   it   ihould 

follow 
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CHAP,  follow  the  firft  reciprocal  advafiices  to  peace, 

XXXIV.    ^oald  depend  on  the  favourable  profpe^  con- 

\^^  grefs  iliould  give  of  a  reconciliation  with  their 

fellow-citizens,  the  k^alifta  of  America,  and 

with  thofe  in  Great  Britain.  They  declared  their 

judgment  not  biaffed  by  any  probable  military 

events,  but  that  their  firft  propofition  fliould  in 

all  cafes  be  the  rule  of  their  condu6l ;  and 

claimed  from  congrefs  a^difclofui-c  df  the  treaty 

with  France,  which  thaft  body  avowed  as  in* 

ftuencing  their  conduft,  but  of  which  the  com- 

raiffioners  had  no  means  of  forming,  an  adec[uate 

judgment. 

jitij.  To  this  letter  the  congrefs  refolvcd,  that  no 

anfwer  fhould  be  given. 
pqbiica-         These  haughty  proceedings  convinced  the 
lions  by     commiffioners  of  iheafcendancy  of  the  French 
5^011- *     party,  and  the  inutility  of  further   attempts, 
grefs.         Congrefs,  however,  had  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  their  conftituenls  M'ouid  not  be  fatisfied 
with  the  rejeftion  of  fo  defirable  an  alliance 
with  their  parent-ftate,  while  the  boon  of  inde- 
pendence was  begged  from  their  habitual  ene- 
my :   they   could  not,    in  their  public  capa- 
city, enter  into  an  inveftigation  of  the  letter 
of  the  commiffionere ;  but  individual  mcfmbers, 
through  the  channel  of  the  prefs,  publiflied  in- 
fulting  and  fcurrilous  comments,  without  dif- 
guifing  their  interference,  or  difclaiming  their 
anonymous  productions.*' 
prttendcd        CoN CHESS,  howcvcr,  did  uot  williogly  fub- 
offfTsof     jj[^\i  to  lofe  any  opportunity  of  extracting  fronx 
9th  fuly.     the  tranfaCtions  with  the  commiffioners,  topics 
of  abufe  againft  Great  Britain.     Under  a  pre- 
tence that  they  had  received  private  informa- 

P  See  fome  of  thcfe  Letters  by  Samuel  Adorns  and  William  Henry 
Drayton,  in  Almon's  Remembranctr,  vol.  vi.  pp.  30D.  367.  voL 
Tii.  pp.  19,  20.    See  aUblUmfayy  vol.  ii.  p.  74* 

tion 
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tion  of  an  attempt  by  governor  Johnftone  to  chap. 
corrupt  Jofeph  Reicl,  one  of  their  members,  they  xxxiv. 
ordered  that  all  letters  received  by  members  of  i77»* 
congrefs,  or  their  agents,  of  a  public  nature, 
ihould  be  laid  before  them.  In  confeijuence  of 
this  refolution,  a  letter  written  by  governor 
Johnftone  to  Francis  Dana,  in  which  he  related 
fomc  private  anecdotes  refpecling  the  French 
treaty,'  and  two  others  from  the  iame  commif- 
lioner  to  general  Jofeph  Reid '  and  Robert  Mor- 
ris* were  produced.  In  thefe  epiftles,  as  well  as 
one  previoufly  read  in  congrefs,  he  imprudently 
extolled  the  exalted  charaders  of  the  members, 
mentioned  his  exertions  in  behalf  of  America 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  intimated  that 
views  of  perfonal  aggrandifement,  if  entertain- 
ed either  by  members  of  congrefs,  or  of  the 
military  body,  might  be  fully  gratified  by  for- 
warding a  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain. 
In  aid  of  thefe  imperfeft  intimations,  a  fuppofed 
converfation  was  narrated  between  general 
Reid,  and  a  married  lady  of  character,  having 
connections  xvith  the  Britijh  army^  who  informed 
the  general  that  governor  Johnllone  had  ex- 
preffed  favourable  fentiments  of  him,  and  wifh- 
ed  to  engage  his  intereft  in  promoting  a  re- 
union between  Great  Britain  and  America;  for 
which  fervice,  if  conliftent  M'ith  his  principles 
and  judgment,  he  lliould  receive  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  and  any  office  in  the  colonics  in  the 
king^s  power  to  bcftow.  This  bountiful  offer 
made  by  an  unauthorifed  married  lady,  after 
the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  Britilh 
army,  the  general  ret'ufed;  '*  He  was  not,''  he 
faid,  "  worth  purchaling;  but  fuchas  he  was,  the 

\  Dated  xoth  June. 

'  Duted  nth  April,  n«ar  two  moiiihs  before  the  gorcrnor's  arrival 
in  America.  ' 

•DitcU  I'jth  June. 

king 
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CHAP,  kins:  <^f  Great  Britain  was  not  rich  enough  to 
^^Z  *loit.* 

»77«-         Upon  this  vague  information,    and    two 
itM^"^^'  gra'eral    paragraphs .  in    the    governor  s    let- 
tif>n$  re-     tcfs,  congrefs  founded  relblutions,  That  they 
^^^.     could  only  be  confidered  as  daring  and  atro- 
jobfiiUmc.  cious  attempts    to    bribe  and   corrupt   tbeir 
integrity ;   and  demonfirated  their  higheft  and 
moil  pointed  indignation,  by  declaring  it  in- 
compatible with  thtrir  honour,  to   hold  any 
correfpondence  with  governor  J ohnftone,  or  to 
negotiate  with  him  in  affairs  interefting  the 
l^fv^r  f  ^^"^^  ^^  liberty  and  virtue, "    The  other  com- 
iiJccro-^   niiffioners  difclaimed   all   knowledge    of   the 
mtOkiicrs.  tranfaftion,  *  and  governor  J  ohnftone,   in  an 
angry  declaration,  declin^  continuing  to  aft 
in  his  comniiflion.      He  reproached  congrefe 
with  their  perfidy  towards  the  army  of  Saratoga; 

t  When  about  to  depart  from  America,  governor  Johnftonc  wrote 
to  Dr,  Adam  Fergufon,  exprefsly  denying  ibe  truih  of  Mr.  Re>d*s 
ftatement,  fo  far  aa  it  applied  to  liim.  JDr.  Fereiifon  pubhilied  the 
letter,  and  averred  that  the  governor  had  depoited  in  his  hands 
prf)ofs  of  the  truth  of  its  conrents,  though  he  was  prohibited  bycx- 
prcfs  injunAion;,  and  the  fear  of  expofin?  individuals  to  the  cruel 
ocrfecution  of  congrefs,  from  making  tnem  public.  SeeRemem- 
bjancer,  vol.  vii.  p.  336. 

"  Sec  this  declaration,  Almonds  Remembrancer,  vol.  vii.  p.  14.. 
and  governor  Johnftonc's  Letters  at  length,  fame  vol.  pp.  8,  9, 10. 

*  In  the  couife  of  this  letter,  the  commiilioners  defcantcd  at  large 
en  the  mode  in  which  the  treaty  with  Frar.cc  had  been  granted  5  they 
deicribed  that  nation  as  a  known  enemy  to  all  civil  and  religious 
Tibcity,  and  oblerved,  ihaton  a  review  of  her  whole  conduft,  htr  dc- 
figns,  the  ungenerous  motives  of  her  policy,  and  the  degree  of  faith 
due  to  her  profeflions,  would  become  t«o  obvious  to  need  illuftni- 
tion.  La  Fayette,  with  charafleridic  )>etulance  and  abfurdity,  founded 
on  this  joint  public  paper,  a  challenge  to  fingle  combat,  which  he 
Bddrefled  to' lord  Carliue  :  the  Englifh  noblemen  faidj  he  fobnd  it 
difficult  to  return  a  ferioas  anfwer ;  La  Fayette  ought  to  have  known 
that  he  was  rcfp«nfible  to  his  kmg  and  country  alone,  *and  not  to 
any  individual  for  his  public  condu£^  and  language.  If  hisopiniont 
or  expreifioiis  were  not  in  rafted  ip  public,  he  (hould  never  give  an 
account  of  them,  much  lefs  retract 'them  in  private.  This  dcfervedly 
ucontemptuout(  ninfwer  terminated  the  correfpondence^  The  letters 
are  i&  Almonds  Kcniembrancer,  vol.  vii.  p.  174.. 

their 
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and  their  refifiing,  tlirough  motives  of  ambition,  ^^^• 
the  liberal  offers  of  the  Britilh  government;     s^^ 
while  th€iy  publicly  proftrated  themfelves  be-      '^^' 
fore  a  French  embaflador,  and  entered  into  a 
league   with  the  inveterate  enemies  of  both 
countries.*^ 

The  further  correfpondence  with  congrefs  7th  Aug* 
was   of  fmall  importance:  the  comniiffioners  ^^^^ 
had  already  made  a  requifition  to  fulfil  the  ^t^Bw. 
convention  of  Saratoga,  which  was  with  equal  goync'« 
perfidy  and  (lubbornnefs  ref ufed.    After  feve-  ^^ 
ral   unavaling    efforts   to    attain    this   point,  ^^q^ 
they  publifhed  a  manifeflo  and  proclamation,  Mamfvfl* 
addrefled  feparately  to  the  conerefs,  the  ce-  ©*^^2!^«<»- 
ncral  allembhes  and  conventions  of   provin- 
ces, the  people  at  large,  the  minifters  of  re- 
ligion, and  the  lovers  of  peace.     The  mem- 
bers  of  congrefs  were  reminded  of  their  re- 
fponfibility   to  their  country,    to  the  world, 
and  to  God,  for  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
and  its  concomitant  mifcrics.     The  connnif- 
fioncrs  did  not  defire  to  obtain  the  objects  of 
their  purfuit,  by  fomenting  popular  divifions, 
and  party  cabals;    but  it  was  their  will),  and 
their  duty,  to  encourage  and  fupport  indivi- 
duals or  bodies  in  their  return  to   loyalty  and 
amity;    and  if  feparation  from   Great  Britain 
was  purfued  through  the  medium  of  a  pretended 
alliance  with  France,   the  whole  nature  and 
future  conduct    of  the  war  mud  be  altered. 
Policy  and  benevolence  had  hitherto  relirained 
the  extremes  of  holt i lit}',  in  diltrefliiig  a  peo-    • 
pie  ftill  coufidered  as  Britilh  ful)jecls,  and  delb- 
lating  a  country,  lliortly  to  become  again  the 
fource  of  mutual  advantage;  but  when  that 
country  profeffed  the  unnatural  dcfign,  vol  only 

I  Remembrancer^  ?oL  vi  p.  i^.     Ssc  alio  Stcdraan,  c»  -xvvi, 

of 
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c  H  AP-  ^^  efirangiiig  hcifelf  from  the  mother-count ly, 
XXXIV.   but  of  mortgaging  herftlf  and  her  refources 
^i%^    to  an  inveterate  enenjy,  the  conteft  vould  be 
changed  ;  and  tlje  queftion  would  he,  how  far 
Great  Britain  might  deftroy,  or  render  ufelefs 
a  connection  contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for 
th^  aggrandizement  of  France.     Under^fuch 
circuniltanccs,    the    laws   of  felf-prefervatioa 
dircAed,  that  if  the  JBiitiih  colonies  were  to 
become  an  acceflion  to  France,  the  acquifition 
ihould    be   rendered   of  the  fmalleft  poffible 
value.     General  pardons  were  proffered  to  all 
who  Ihould  withdraw  from  the  fervice  of  con- 
grefs  within  forty  days,  and  to  the  colonies  at 
large,  or  feparately,  a  general  or  feparate  peace, 
•with  the  revival  of  their  ancient  government, 
•fccurcd  againft  future  infringement,  and  pro- 
tected IVom  Britifli  taxation. 
lotTioa.        Congress  anfwered  this  manifefto  by  re* 
uonl^       folutious,    exhorting   the   people,    when    the 
king's  troops  ihould  begin  burning  or  deftroy- 
ing  any  town,  to  retaliate  on  the  houfcs  and 
properties  of  all  torics,  and  enemies  to  Ame- 
rican independence,  and  fccure  their  perfons ; 
abftaining,   however,   from   wanton   cruelties, 
as  congrefs  >vould  not  imitate  their  enemies, 
or  their  German,  negro,  and  copper-coloured 
allies, 
loth.  1\  conformity  with  thefe  obfervations,  they 

Cr"mani"    ^^^^  i<Vucd  a  countcr-manifefto,  vaunting  with 
fiiioof      the  folemnity  of  a  religious  appeal,  their  cle- 
congreft.     mency  and  philantlrropy,  and  reproaching  the 
fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  with  dcvaftating  the 
ojK'n  country,  burning  defencelefs  villages,  and 
butchering  American  citizens.     Their  prifons 
had  been  tJje  ilaughter-houfes  of  foldiers,  their 
fliips  of  feamen,  and  cruel  injuries  were  aggra- 
vated by  grofs  infultd.     Foiled  in  a  vain  at- 
tempt 
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tempt  to  fubjugate  the  unconqerable  fpirit  of  chaf* 
freedom,  th^  commiffioners  had  meanly  affailed  ^^^^J^ 
the  reprefentatives  of  America  witn  bribes,  177^. 
deceit,  and  fervile  adulation.  They  mocked 
humanity  by  wanton  deftruclion,  religion  by 
impious  appeals  to  God  whiift  violating  his 
facred  commands,  and  mocked  reafon  itfelf, 
by  endeavouring  to  prove  that  the  liberty  and 
happineft  of  America,  could  fafely  beentrufted 
to  thofe  who  had  fold  their  own.  Stuns:  by 
merited  contempt,  they  had  folicited  indivi- 
duals to  break  the  bonds  of  allegiance,  and 
nhbme  their  fouls  with  the  blackell  of  crimes ; 
bnt  fearing  that  none  could  be  found  fuffici- 
ently  wicked  for  their  purpofe,  they  had  en- 
deavoured to  influence  the  weak,  by  threaten- 
ing more  wide  devaflation.  In  concluiion, 
congrefi  declared  that  if  the  Britifli  army  pre- 
fqtned  to  execute  their  threats,  or  perfiftea  in 
then*  career  of  barbarity,  exemplary  vengeance 
ihould  deter  others  from  fimilar  condu6l. 

If  the  treaty  with  France  was  calculated  to  Evacm- 
raife  the  fpirits,  and  confirm  the  pertinacity  of  J»<'»  "J" 
eongrefs,  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  p|,i!J 
Britilh  troops,  tended  to  increafe  the  effect. 
This  meafure  was  not  uncxpefted,  it  was  known 
to  be  in  contemplation  before  the  arrival  of  the 
comniiflioners  y  and  though  the  policy  of  the 
meafure  was  evident,  it  was  regarded  as  a  proof 
of  alarm  and  weaknefs.     In  contemplation  of 
a  Frittich  war,  the  Britifh  miniftry  ordered  the 
removal  of  the  troops  from  Philadelphia,  which 
Was  fituate  a  hundred  mile$  from  the  fea,  and 
ac<;eflible  only  by  a  winding  river,  to  New 
York,  a  nftore  central  j>ofition,  and  a  commo- 
dious and  defirable  refidence  for  the  army. 

r  Waihington^r  Letters,  vol.  if.  p.  i3x.  «S6. 
VOL.    III.  J  Sll^ 
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CHAP.      Sir  Henry  Clintok  never  affefted  to 
xxXiVj   conceal  his  intention,  but  on  the  contrary, 
^^i^!^   gave  notice  to  Wafliington  of  the  time  and 
xsthjunc,  courfe  of  his  retreat      He  evacuated  the  city 
treat^of*     without  the  flighted  impediment,  though  the 
Clinton.     Americans  took  pofleffion  before  the  whole 
army  had  departed.     Clinton  s  march  M'as  in- 
excrelftd*    ^^""^l^^^'^d  '^y  3.  great  body  of  loyalifts,  who, 
againk  tbe  With  their  whole  property  followed  the  army ; 
byaiiiis.     th^  ^ere  driven  to  this  neceflity  by  the  cruel 
negleft  of  congrefs,  who,  in  oppofition  to  the 
fagacious  and  humane  advice  of  Wafliington, 
adopted  no  refolution  for  rendering  their  con- 
tinuance in  Philadelphia  fecure.  *    The  appre- 
henfions  of  the  fugitives  were  proved  to  be 
not   unfounded    by    the   fevere   proceedings 
againft  the  partizans  of  the  royal  caufe,  who 
ventured  to  remain ;  their  property  was  confis- 
cated, their  perfons  banifhed  or  iipprifoned, 
and  two  refpe6lable  quakers,  Roberts  and  Car- 
^    lifle,  fuffered  death. 
Slow  The  Britifli  army,  incumbered  with  baggage 

Sk^Brit^  and  provifions,  embarfafled  with  difficult  roads, 
army.  and  extending  twelve  miles  in  length;  pro- 
ceeded flowly.  Walhington  had  fent  parties 
forward  to  break  down  the  bridges,  and  ha- 
rafs  the  march ;  yet  he  kept  a  refpeftful  dif- 
tance,  fufpicious  that  the  Britifli  general  was 
endeavouring  to  lure  him  from  his  advanta- 
geous iituation,  and  force  an  engagement  in 
the  lower  country ;  or  that  by  a  rapid  move- 
ment, the  Britifli  general  might  poifefs  himfelf 
of  the  heights.  During  the  progrefs  of  Clin- 
ton, the  American  detacnments  were  conftantly 
reinforced  withchofcn  men;  Gates  was  placed 
on  the  oppoiite  fide  of  the  Rariton  river,  in 

•  Waflungtoa^a  Lettcriy  t9liii«  p«  slj* 

front 
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front  pf  the  Britifh  army,  while  Wafliington  in  CH  Af. 
the  rear,  and  on  the  left  behind  Mileftone   ^}^^ 
Creek,  was  ready  to  effeft  a  junftion  with  Gates ;     *77'' 
hut  Clinton  efcaped  the  danger  of  this  (Combi- 
nation, by  fagacioufly  direfifing  his  couffe  to- 
wards Sandy  Hook,  and  pafflng  to  the  right 
infiead  of  croffing  the  Ranton. 

At  Freehoid-court-houfe,  in  the  county  of  **^^  J«n^* 
Monmouth,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  perceived  the  ^!Zi± 
enemy  approaching  to  attack  the  baggage^  Court- 
committed  to  the  charge  of  the  brave  general  ^^"^• 
Knyphaufen.     He  made  a  vigorous  attack  on 
their  front  line,  ftrongly  pofted  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Lee,  and  compelled  him  to 
retire.     He  then  drove  back  the  fecond   line 
from  a  pofition  equally  ftrong,  while  Knyphau- 
fen  repulfed  parties  of  the  enemy  who  attacked 
the  baggage.     Here  the  affair  ought  to  have 
terminated ;  but  the  light  troops,  with  ungo- 
vernable impetuofity,  purfued  the  fugitives  un- 
der Lee,  till  they   were  met  and  rallied   by 
Wafliingtorf,  and  to  prevent  them  from  being 
intirely  cut  off,  Clinton  was  obliged  to  main- 
tain his  pofition  expofed  to  a  fevere  crofs-fir^. 
Having  eifeAed  this  purpofe,  and  feeing  no 
hope  of  making  an  advantageous  affault  oil 
the  enemy,  who  were  proteAed  by  defiles  and 
marihes,  he  withdrew  from  the  field,  to  the 
fame  ground  he  had  quitted  in  the  morning. 
The  lofs  on  each  fide  was  nearly  equal,  amount- 
ing to  about  three  hundred  and  fixty.     The 
Britifli  colonel  Monckton  was  particularly  la- 
mented ;  during  the  heat  of  the  engagement, 
and  in  the  midft  of  a  heavy  cannonade,  his 
brave  followers  dug  his  grave  with  their  bay- 
onets, and  threw  in  the  earth  with  their  hands* 

Having  permitted  his  troops  to  repofe  till  Utuhatki^ 

ten  o'clock  at  night,  the  Britifli  general  filently  i®?.^^*« 

*^    I  «  retrtateJ  J^f 

New  York. 
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CHAV.  retreated  to  join  Knyphaufen,    and  ipvitbout 

^^*  further  impediment  wortKy  of  notice,  cmWted 

i7T«.     at  Sandy  Hook,  and  reached  New  York.    His 

5tfa  July,    orders  were  to  embark  at  Philadelphia,  but  by 

difobeying  thefe  inftrudions,  he  faved  both  the 

army  and  navy  from  imminent  danger.     The 

Americans,  by  artificial  colouring,  made  their 

gartizans  confidcr  the  a£liou  at  Freehold-court- 
oufe  as  a  viftory ;  but  their  attempt  on  the 
baggage  was  fruftrated ;  and  they  diu  not  ven- 
ture to  impede  the  further  proo;rels  of  the  Britiih 
^4  July      general.    While  he  was  formmg  his  embarka- 
tion at  Sandy  Hook,  Wafliington  appeared  in 
fight;  and  Clinton  waited  in  vain  two  days  to 
give  him  battle. 
Difgraccof      GENERAL  Lee  was  ftemlv  reprimanded  by 
general      Wafliington  whcn  they  met  in  his  retreat;  ful>- 
fequently  to*  the  engagement,  he  wrote  fome 
petulant  letters  in  vindication  of  his  own  cha- 
rader,  which  placed  him  at  the  mercy  of  hij 
fuperior  officer.     Jealoufy  had  long  fubfifted 
between  thefe  commanders.    M^afhington  was 
accufed,  apparently  without  juftice,  of  having 
rejoiced  at,  and  even  claudeftinely  prolongecl 
the  term  of  Lce's.captivity,  and  it  is  more  than 
infinuated  that  Lee  intcn^ded,  inthelateaftion, 
to  caufe  the  defeat  of  the  army  for  the  purpofe 
of  dilgraciug  his  rival.     A  court-martial  found 
him  guilty  of  difobedience  of  orders,  of  making 
an  unnecelfary,  diforderly,    and  fliameful  re- 
treat, and  of  writing  difrefpe6lful  letters  to  the 
commander  in  chief.     While  this  fentence  wa« 
under  the  confideration  of  congrefs,  he  was 
wounded  in  a  duel  Avith  one  of  Wafliington's 
aids-de-camp,  and  after  the  fentence  was  con- 
firmed, his  intemperance  led  him  into  a  paper 
war  with  Drayton,  a  member  of    congrefs, 
and  into  fcurrilou»«  inveftives  againft  the  go- 
vernment 


rcrnment  of  America,  and  individuals  compof-   ^^^y^ 
ing  it.      His  fentence  amounted  only  to  fuf-    v-^^^.J' 
penfion  for  a  year;  but  in   confequence  of     ''^*» 
his  own  ungoverned  ralhnefs,  he  never  after- 
wards attraded  honourable  notice ;  and  thofe 
who  but  a  year  before  had  doubted  of  the 
fefety  of  the  American  caufe,  unlefs  upborne 
by  mm,  now  contentedly  configncd  him  to 
oblivion,  or  branded  his  name  with  contempt 
and  execration  *. 

A  SQUADRON  of  twelve  fliips  of  the  line  and  ThcTou- 
fix  frigates  was  equipped  at  Toulon,  before  ch^nl^^i,, 
the  French  announced  to  the  Britilh  court  their 
refolution  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  America. 
Commanded   by    count  d'Eftaing,    this   fleet 
paflTed  the  Straights  of  Gibraltar  the  fifteenth 
of  May ;  and  a  Britifh  fquadron  of  eciual  force  9^^^  June. 
under  admiral   Byron,  failed  from  Plymouth  fBdi''' 
as  foon  as  undoubted  intelligence  determined  flcen 
the  deftination  of  the  enemy.     D'Eftaing,  not  5th  July. 
reaching  the  Chefapeak  till  the  day  in  which  Ti^French 
the  Britilh  army  embarked  at  Sandy  Hooky  thTche(a^ 

peak* 
•  See  memoirs  of  genera!  Lee.  Wafhington^s  letters  vol.  ii.  p« 
*9\*  ^97«  ^  f<K|.  Ramfay,  vol.  ii.  p.  83.  Lee*s  chara&r  is  accu* 
rttdy  (fe(cribeJ  by  Stedman^  vol.  i.  n.  127.  His  military  knowledge 
was  great,  and  he  had  been  a  foidier  from  his  infancy  :  he  had 
lofmcriy  pofiefied  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Britiih  fer. 
vice,  and  had  ferved  all  the  lad  war  in  America  and  Portugal 
with  reputation.  His  abilities  were  extenfive,  and  bis  knowledge 
impcovcd  by  air  intimate  acquaintance  wttb  every  nation  in  Europe. 
Hie  4iipofition  was  reftleis  and  roraantic,  ^nd  the  pofTeflion  of  an 
ealy  fortane  enabM  him  to  indulge  it.  Having  received  Ibme  affront 
£pom  the  individuals  who  compoM  the  Britifli  adminiitratioD^ 
he  eoMgraied  to  America  00  the  eommencement  of  the  diihirbances, 
and  ofiered  his  fervices  to  Conffrefs.  His  abilities  and  profeiEonsd 
lepQCatioo  being  well  known,  his  offers  were  accepted  whh  jojry  and 
he  waa  booound  with  the  rank  of  major-general.  He  bad  been 
emineotly  nicflil  in  difciplining  the  American  troops,  and  by  his 
aAivity  and  ikili  had  greatly  contributed  to  the  common  cauie. 
To  thobqualificaticiw,.  however,  the  impartiality  of  hiftory  requires 
ut  to  add,  that  he  was  a  man  c^  moft  abandoned  prraciples  j  tliat  he 
laughed  at  every  attribute  of  the  Divinity,  and  turned  into  ridicule 
cv«y  leiiet  of  itUgion. 

I  s  purfued 
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€HAP.  purfued  them  to  New  York  with  an  apparent 
^^^^'   defign  of  entering  the  harbour.     Lord  Howe's 
1778.     force  was  confiderably  inferior  to  that  of  the 
txthjuiy.    French  admiral;  confiding  only  of  fix  ihips 
of  the  line,  four  of  fifty  guns,  and  fome  frigates ; 
but  being  amply  manned,  ably  officered,  and 
difpofed    with   judgment,    they    impatiently 
aid.  awaited  the  attack.     D'Eftaing,  however,  di4 

not  hazard  the  attempt,  but  with  the  firfl:  fair 
wind   flood  to  the  foiith>vard  as  far  as  the 
mouth  of  the  Delaware,  and  (leered  for  Rhode 
Ifland. 
Expedition       PREPARATIONS  made  lu  the  fp ring  for  ex- 
^ga"jft       pel  ling  the  Britifli  troops,  had  been  fruftrated 
lf\Ldi       ^y    lieutenant- colonel    Campbell    and   majoc 
Eyre,  who  deftroyed   the  veffels,  fl:ores,   and 
timber  of  the  enemy,  and  rendered  their  artille- 
ry unferviceable  ;  and  the  Americans  were  not 
now  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  French  ad- 
miral. Lord  Ho>ve  having  received  intelligence 
9th  Aug.    of  his  defliination,  appeared  oflF  Rhode  Ifland  ; 
but  the  two  fleets,    on  the  point   of  engag- 
Partial  en-  ^^S^  wcrc  difpcrfed  by  a  ftorm.     Several  fpirited 
gagcmcnt    conflifts  took  placc  between  fingle  fliips,   in 
*'  ^^'        which  the  fuperiority  of  the  Britiih  marine  was 
illuftrioufly  maintained  by  captain  Dawfon  in 
the  Renown,  and  commodore  Hotham  in  the 
j^th^         Prefton  ;  but  by  none  move  confpicuoufly  than 
captain  Raynor  in  the  Ifis,  of  fifty  guns,  M'ho 
engaged  the  Cefar  of  feventy-four,  compelled 
her  to  feek  the  harbour  of  Bofton  to  refit,  and 
was  prevented  from  efFe6ling  a  capture  only  by 
the  injuries  fuftaincd  in  his  mafts  and  rigging. 
The  Ifis  had  but  one  man  killed,  and  fifteen 
wounded ;  the  Cefar  fifty,  including  the  cap- 
tain, the  celebrated  Bougainville,  who  lofl:  an 

a-rm. 

MiiA>WHn.E 
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Meanwhilb  the  attack  of  Rhode  Ifland  chap. 
was  conduced   by  general  Sullivan,   at  the    ^^^^ 
bead  of  ten  thoufand  men,  detached  from  the 
Hiain  army.     At  the  approach  of  d'Eftain^, 
the  befieged  difmantled  and  burnt  feven  Bri- 
tifli  veffels,  from  thirty-two  to  fixteen  guns, 
and  concentrated  the  military  force  in  the  f^^ 
neighbourhood  of   Newport,   which   enabled 
Sullivan  to  land  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
ifland.    The  Americans  formed  their  approaches 
with  regularity  ;  but  the  return  of  d'Eftaing's 
fleet  fliattered  by  a  ftorm,  to  refit  in  Bofton 
harbour,  damped  *the  fpirits  of  the  befiegers ;    . 
three  thoufand  deferted,  and  Sullivan,  deipair*    - 
ing  of  fuccefs,  eflfefted  a  judicious  and  timely  «8t!u 
retreat,  checking  purfuit  by  well-fought  flcir- 
miflies,   and    gaining  the  main  land  in  the 
darkneis  of  night.     His  efcape  was  truly  criti- 
cal ;  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  advancing  with 
four  thoufand  men  for  the  relief  of  Rhode 
lijiand  ;  and  after  being  detained  four  days  by 
contrary  winds,  reofched  the  fpot  the  very  day 
after  it  was  evacuated. 

The  Britifh  fleet  being  reinforced,  and  ren^*  sqitcmbq-. 
dered  fuperior  to  that  of  France;  apd  Byron  Lo«iHowe 
daily  expeded,  lord  Howe  retujined  to  Eng-  S^o* 
land,  leaving  the  command  to  admiral  Gaip<  Gambler. 
bier. 

Sir  Hjenry  Clintojj,  difappointed  in  cut-  Expedition 
ting  off  the. retreat  of^the  Americans,  and  pre-  to  Buz. 
vented  by  ftormy  weather  from  cqmpleting  an  '"^^ ^*y* 
aflault  which  he  projected  on  New  london,  in, 
Connecticut,  detached,  M'hile  he  proceeded  to 
New  York,  general  .Grey  on  an  expeditipn  to 
Buzzard's  JBay.     This  extenfiv^  and  important 
iervice  was  performed  with  furprifing  celerity  : 
the  troops  landed  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,     ^^  ^.    , 
»»d  re*embarked  by  the  enfulng  noon,  after  6th  Sept. 
J  4  deftroying 


IM  HISTORY   OP   ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  deftroyiiig  fevcnty  fail  of  ftips  in  Aciifh- 
^^P^  net  River,  numerous  ftorehoufes,  wharfs^  and  . 
J77».  two  large  rope-walks  at  Bedford  and  Fairhaven, 
and  a  fort  mounting  eleven  pieces  of  heavy 
cannon,  with  a  magazine  and  barracks.  Pro- 
ceeding like\Nife  to  an  ifland  called  Martha's 
Vineyard,  they  took  or  burned  feveral  veffels, 
deftroyed,a  fait  work,  difarmed  the  inhabitants, 
and  levied  a  contribution  of  ten  thoufand 
ilieep,  and  three  hundred  oxen,  M'ith  which 
feafonable  fttpply  the  fleet  returned  to  New 
York. 
30th  Sept.  Another  expedition  of  frill  more  impor- 
^iwlci^^  tance  was  undertaken  againft  Little  Egg  har- 
Bavioi;  hour  on  the  coaft  of  New  Jeifey,  a  noted  ren- 
dezvous for  privateers,  which  commanded  all 
veflels  going  into  New  York.  To  favour  this 
exploit^  the  whole  army  was  put  in  motion, 
and  Wafliington  being  precluded  by  his  fitua- 
tion  from  a6ting  with  hisMntire  force,  could 
only  fend  partial  detachments  to  interrupt  ami 
confine  the  operations  of  the  forage^;  One 
of  th(;'fe  detachments  occupied  the  villages  of 
Old  and  Ne^V  Tapaan  ;  a  company  of  hoife 
commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel  Ikiytor  lying 
in  the  firft,  antl  a  body  of  militia  in  the  other. 
By  af  circuitous  route,  and  cutting  off  the  out- 
pofts  without  noife,  general  Grey,  reached  Old 
l^apaan  while  the  whote^ party  were  aflcep.  The 
foldiers  rufted  in,  haying  been  deprived  of 
their  flints  to  prevent  firing,  put  feVeral  to 
death  with  the  bayonet,  and.  took  many  pri- 
foners ;  Baylor  hiinfelf  was  flightly  wounded 
and  captured  \  Colonel  Campbell  was,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  have  attacked  the  other  village, 

k  The  number  of  American  private*  was  T04— -15  were  kilMy 
]}leftwound«4a«lif  wttf  tmnprUpnoTK  [' 

but 
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tut  from  a  delay  of  the  boats  mtendcd  to  tntaf-^  chap. 
port  him,  the  Americans  w^re  alarmed  and  ^^i^* 
effe^d  their  efcape,  i77«* 

When  thefquadron  reached  Egg  harbour,  ^thoa. 
the  cxiuntry  wa»  alarmed,  four  privateers  cf-  Attack  ia 
caped>  and  the  other  veflfels.wcre  conveyed  up  ^i»«- 
the  river.     Celerity  being  of  the  utmoft  im-     ^* 
portance,  the  troops  were  landed  at  Chefnut  ^^ 
Neck,  and  deftroyed  ten  priae  veffels,  which 
the  enemy  had  previoufly  fcuttled ;  b«t  prui 
dence  forbad  them  to  profecute  an  enterpriac 
originally  meditated  againft  the  Forks,  where 
a  grand  depofit  of  prize  goods  was  eftablillied. 
Re-embarking  they  fell  down  the  river,  and 
de^royed  three  fait  works,  with  fome  houfea 
and  ftores,  belonging  to  proprietors  of  priva- 
vateers,  or  perfons  diflinguiihed  as  unrelenting 
per^utors  of  theloyalifts.     During  this  inter*  i^th, 
val,   a  detachment  under  captain  Fergufon,  puiaik^t 
guided  by  the  information  of  deferters,  fur-  J«g'?n<^ 
prifetl  and  cut  to  pieces  a  jxirt  of  the  legion   ^  ^^^* 
of  the  Poliih  count  Pulafki ;  few  efcaped,  and 
only  five  were  made  prifonera.     On  the  return 
of  the  fquadron  to  New  York,  the  Britiih  army 
was  withdrawn  from  its  forward  pofition,  and 
nothing  further  was  undertaken  in  this  quarter 
during  the  renuiuder  of  the  winter. 

Soon  aflerthe  departure  of  thecommiffion-  ExpedUio* 
^T%  Sir  Henry  Clinton  fexft  a  detachment  of  Qt^orgia. 
three  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  under  colonel 
Campbell,  to  reduce  Georgia.  •  Major-general 
Prevoft,  the  commander  in  Eaft  Florida,  l>ad 
^oj^g  nuiintained  predatory  hoililtties  againft 
this   colony,  and  now  received  ordei-s  to  co-* 
operate  with  Campbell,  who  was  fupported  by 
a  Aeet  uxider  admiral  Parker.    A  few  days  after  RtduaM 
the  arrival  of  the  force  from  Kew  York,  with*  «f  ^avan- 
out  vaMing  for  intelligence  fvom  Prevoft,  Sa-  "* 

vannah, 
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CHAP,  tiib  Canadians,  and  compelled  the  itihabittott 
^^^-  to  take  oaths  of  allegiance  t<>the  United 
^^^   States. 

3d  July.         The  fleet  under  Bjrron  was  peculiarly  un- 
Difap.       fortimatje ;  the  fhips  were  fcattered  by  a  ftorm^ 
Sf  B^n!*  and  aiTived  lingly  or  in  fmall  detachments  at 
isthoa,     *he  American  ports.     When  the  admiral  had 
colle6ied  and  refitted  his  fquadron,  he  repaired 
iftNw.     toBoftonfor  the  purpofe  of  blockitfgiip  d'Ef^ 
taing,  but  terapeftuous  weather  drove  him  agaiW 
to  fca,  and  compelled  him  to  reftt  *  at  Rhode 
3d  Nor.      Ifland.     D'Eftaing,  whofe  fquadron  was  com- 
feiU^^X  P^^*^^'y  repaired,  availed  himlelfuf  ^this  oppor- 
Wdiinv*  tunity  to  fail  for  the  Weft  Indies,  which  at  the 
^^         clofe  of  the  year  became  the  fcene  of  adive  en- 
terprise. 
14th  Sept.       As  foon  as  the  intelligence  of  d'Eftaing's  ar- 
S;2S»\""^^  rival  was  authenticated,  vice  admiral  Monta- 
Pierre  and  guc  dlfpatchcd  commodorc  Evans  in  the  Rom- 
Miqueion.  jj^y,  with  a  party  of  artillery  and  two  hundred 
marines  under  major  Wemys,  who  took  poflef- 
fion  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  expelled  the 
French,  and  deftroyed  their  fetttements. 
•tbSept.         The  Marquis  de  Bouille,  governor  of  Mar- 
The  tinique,  with  equal  facility  made  himfelf  maf- 

fake  Do-     ^^  of  Dominica,   but  did  not  venture  to  pro- 
miaica.       loug  his  ftay  in  tlie  ifland,   or   infift  on  luch 
terms  of  capitulation  as  would  occafion  a  pro- 
tra6ted  treaty,  for  fear  of  being  intercepted  by 
admiral  Banrington. 
3d  Nov.         Srii   Henry    Clinton    difpatched    from 
tzwit^'^   New  York  five  thoufand  troojw  under  gene- 
Lucie.        ral  Grey,  efcorted  by  a  fquadron  of  fix  fhips 
X  3th  Dec.    under    commodore    Hotham.      They  joined 
Harrington,  but  had  fcarcely  commenced  the 
attack  of  St.  Lucicj  before  d'Eflarog,  with 
ctfbrt  tor     twclvc  ihips  of  the  line,  a  numerous  train-  of 
its  reUef.     fngatcs  autl  Amencan  araied  ibip%  and  a  mi- 
4-         _  litary 
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litary  force  of  nine  thoufand  men^  made  his ap«-  CHhP. 
pearance.     He  \ras>  however,  repul£rd  at  the    xxxiv; 
grand  Cul-de-fac  by  Barrmgton,  with  only  ^"fyJaT^ 
thieeHxipoi^tbe  line,  three  of  fifty  euns,  ana 
fame  iVigaies^  who  with  a  ikiU  and  bravery 
equally  admirable,  effedaally    protefled   die 
tranfports,  and  fsived  the  provifions,  ammtmi^ 
tton,  and  fioret  of  tlie  anny.    D'Eflaing  wai 
not  more  fucce&ful  in  an  afia»h  by  land,  mak** 
ins;  jointly  with,  do  Boni)l6  and  Coast  Loven^ 
cb^l,  three  attacks  ba  the  Briftiili  force,  ih  each 
of  which  they  .were  repi^lfed  with  great  lofk^ 
and  finally  put  to  fiigfat     j^fter  an  ina&ion  of  %M  Dec« 
ten  da^'s  he  rchnbarked,  and  left  the  ifland  to  ^^"^^ 
its  iate;  afurrender  was  hievitaUe,  and  the  by  the 
Britilh  commander  granted  fuch  liberal  terms  ^^i^*^ 
as  entitled  him  to  the  gratitude  of  the  enemy. 

TH«r  5  the  firft  efforts  of  France  in  fupportof  incfigna- 
het  new  ally  did  not  eqnti  expcaation^    The  Sl^J^ 
nortliern  |NDfvinces  loodly  murmured  at  beine  s^g^inft 
dcfcrted  by  d'Eftaing,     The  expedition  againtt  <*'^^^«^ 
Rhode  Ifland  wonkl. not  have  been  undertaken 
but  in  coniidenre  of  hi&  co-operation :  his  aban- 
donment wa&  fbnnaQy  protefted  againii,  as  a 
traiterous  dereliction  of  the  common  eanfe,  de^^ 
rogatory  to  the  honour  of  France,  contrary  to 
the  intention  of  his  mofi:  chriitian   majefly; 
defirudive  to  the  welfare  of  the  United  States^ 
and  highly   itijurious  to  the  alliance  between 
the  two  nations/ 

The   Americans  foon  perceived    that   the  ^wpn^** 
French,  in  efpouling  their  quarrel,  fought  only  thcCiaa- 
their  own  intereft.     D'Eftaing,  when  about  to  ^^** 
fail  for  the  Weft  Indies,  publilhed  a  proclama- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  exhorting 
them  to  renew  their  obedience  to  their  native 
ibvereign;  and  Washington,  through  the  afcen- 

dancy 
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CHAP.  <iancy  of  the  French  party  in  <»ngref% -was 
^^^^^    ftroogly  urged  to  undertake,  in  conjun6iion  with 
.,77s,     a  French  force,  the  redu6lion  of  that  dominion. 
^*!Irf^    The  general  prudently  faw  the  danger  of  the 
to^^r  attempt,  and  inftead  of  communicating  his  in- 
fatein        Aruftions    to  La  Fayette,   as  dircfted  by  the 
cSada.^    co(mmittee  for  foreign  affairs,  wrote  a  long 
letter  to  congrefs,  forcibly  difplaying  the  im- 
policy of  the  proje6^,  and  urging  found  politic 
cal  and  military  reafons  againil  its  adoption.* 
Hatred  of       I^  the  qucftion  of  French  or  Britiili  alliance 
AeAmcri.  CO uld  have  been  fairly  fubmitted  to  the  people, 
^"ds^the   divefted  of  the  tinfel  declamations  about  inde* 
Ficnch.      pendence,  and  merely  viewed  through  the  me- 
dium of  comparative  advantage,  it  can  hardly 
be  doubted  that  a  great  majority  M'-ould  have 
embraced  with  joy  the  fplendidandjbeneficial 
offers  of  the  parent-flate.     All  the  art  and  force 
of  their  governors  were  infuflScient  to  reftrain, 
within  the  defired  limits,  the  contempt  and 
hatred  of  the  lower  clafs  for  their  new  allies. 
Riots  occurred  at  Bofion,  and  atCharleftown  in 
South  Carolina  between  the  French  and  Ame- 
rican feamen ;  and  in  faft,  independently  of  any 
remains  of  Britiih  prejudice,  no  two  races  of 
men  could  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
lefs  predifpofed  for  a  cordial  aflbciation,  than 
thofe  whom  artifice,  intrigue,  and  treachery, 
had  thus  combined  in  one  caufe. 

*  .See  Waihington*s  Letters^  yo1«  ii.  p.  34.8* 
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oppofithn. — Syjlem  of  lord  Chatham. — Pro- 
bability of  his  having  intended  to  form  an 
adminijlration. — Public  indignation  againji 
France. — Preparations  againji  inva^on. — 
Keppel  commands  the  grand  fleet — captures 
two  frigates  —  returm  to  port  —  is  rein-- 
forced. — His  engagement  with  d'Orvilliers. 
—  Public  difcuffion. — Publication  by  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifcr.  —  Meeting  of  parliament 
^—the  late  naval  tranfaUions  debated. — 
Altercation  between  Keppel  and  Pallifer. — • 
Court-martial  ordered  on  Keppel — he  is  acr 
quitted — rejoicings  and  outrages  of  the 
mob — the  admiral  thanked  by  both  houfes. 
— Pallifer  vacates  his  feat  and  refigns  his 
appointments — is  tried  by  a  court  martial — 
and  acquitted,  though  not  without  cenfure. 
— Keppel  dijfatisfied — refigns  the  command 
of  the  grand  fleet. — Fox's  motions  againfl 
lord  Sandwich. — The  earl  of  Briflors  motion 
for  his  removal. — Motions  refpeSiing  the 
naoy  and  Greenwich  Hojpital. — Reflgnation 
of  naval  officers. — Itijubordination  of  the 
navy.  —  Debates  on  the  manifeflo  of  the 
American  commiffioners. — Burgoyne's  mo- 
tion  for  papers — granted.: — Similar  motion 
by  Sir  frilliam  Howe  —granted. — Commit- 
tee formed  —  Evidence  examined.  —  JBwr- 
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William 
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JVilliam  Howe. — Committee  diffolved. — Af- 
fairs of  Ireland  difcujfed. — Partial  relief 
granted.  —  Dijfatisjaction  of  the  Irijh. — 
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affbciations.  —  Motion  by  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham. — Relief  afforded  to  proteftant 
diffenters.  —  Rupture  with  Spain. — King's 
mejfage  —  addrefs  —  amendments  moved.  — 
Militia  bill-mattered  by  the  lords ^^Paffes  in 
its  amended  Jiah. — Billfbr  annulling  Jea-^ 
Tnens  protections.  —  Termination  of  the 
.  feffion.  —  Rife  and  progrefs  of  the  difpute 
with  Spain.  — Spanijk  embajfador  withdraws. 
-^Manifejio. — Letters  of  marque  ijfued. — 
French  manifejlo'^  ably  anjwered  by  Gibbon. 
^^Obfervations  on  the  conduct  of  Spain. -— 
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coafis. 

CHAP.  pEACE  with  America  began  now  to  be  the 

^^^         objeft  of  general  defire  in   England,  but 

1778.     the  means  of  attaining,  and   terms  of  fecuv- 

^^vL'     ^o  ^*'  ^^c^"^^^^^^!  great  diverfity  of  opinion. 

«Ui5!  '*  The  plan  of  the  miniftry  was  more  adapted  to 
reafon  than  hope  ;  it  proffered  conceflions 
which,  if  early  held  forth,  would  have  been 
trrefiftibly  inviting,  but  the  Americahi  caufe 
Bemg  not  lefs  ftrenirouily  efpoufed,  after  the 
aflTuttiption  of  independence  than  at  any  pre- 
vious period  of  the  contell,  it  could  not  be 
expefted  that  the  leaders  of  congrefs  would 
be  backward  in  ufing  thofe  aiguments,  and 
Adhering  to  thofe  refolutions,  which  were  de- 
fended with  fo  much  pertinacity  in  the  capital 

ftfcordant  aud  fcuatc  of  the  mother-court  try.     Oppoiitibn, 

I^fitlon.  although  divided  in  their  fcntiments,  united 

in 
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in  decrying  the  meafares  of  government^  and  ^^A^* 
diib-efling  adminiftration ;  but  could  not  form   ^StXJi 
a  iyftem  of  conduft  which  would   combine     '77»- 
them  in  any  dired;  or  attainable  project.     A 
party  rather  aftive  and  clamorous,  than  nume- 
rous or  popular,  were  deiirous  to  concede  the 
full  extent  of  the  American  requifitions,  and» 
even  to  folicit,  with  humilitv  approaching  to 
abje^efs,  a  preference  in  tlie  favour  of  the 
late  dependencies  of  the  kingdom.    Another  ?y5^™?^ 
party  adopted  the  opinion  of  lord  Chatham,  tham't 
and  ftrenuoufly  refilled  the  claim  of  indepen-  adfaeraitft 
deuce  as  fatal  to  the  welfare  of  Great  Britain, 
The  eloquence  of  lord  Chatham,    employed 
occafionsdly  for  party-purpofes,   and  procur- 
ing credence  for  exaggerated  iUtements,  had 
cauied  a  general  delufion,  from  which  even 
the  miniftry  were  not  exempt.    The  dignity 
of  the   mother-country  was  engaged  in  the 
American  conteft,  but  itgjffe6led  her  profperity 
lefs  than  the  public  could  be  induced  to  be* 
lieve.      Lord   Chatham  deceived  himfelf  as 
much  as  others  on  this  fubjeS:,  and  perhaps 
facrificed  his  life  to  his  patriotic  feelings.    De-  ffrohMBtf 
figns  were  probably  entertained  of  engaging  tSnzvk 
his  affiilance  as  head  of  an  adminiftration,  in  adminiftn^ 
direding  the   war,    or  giving  efficiency   to  ^^^ 
modes    of   conciliation.      Such    an  opinion, 
founded  on  the  words  of  his  laft  fpeech  in 
parliament,  was  ftrongly  maintained,  ^  and  the 
.meafure  would  have  been  highly  important  iu 
reconciling  great  part  of  tne  nation  to  the 
proceedings  of  government.     The  report  of 
fuch  an  intention,  created  lively  fenfations  ia 
foreign  courts,  and  the  raeafure  was  fuppofed 
fuffioient  for  the  reftoration  of  vigour  to  th? 

*  See  Lwrdt  debates*  Sth  April  1771. 
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CHAP,  councils,  and  glory  to  the  arms  of  Great  Bri- 
XXXV.    tain.  ^    But  no  operations,  coniiflent  with  the 
*^^^J^  opinions  profeffed  by   lord   Cltatham,   could 
have  reconciled  the  Americans,  unleis  abfo- 
lutely  vanqiiiflied,  to  the  idea  of  dependence.* 
Indigna-         TuE  public  regarded,  with  due  indignation, 
aninft       *^  trcachcrous  interference  of  France.    The 
Friiice.      poiTibility  of  a  ftri^  commercial  union,  at- 
tended with  preference,  added  to  the  defire  of 
avoiding  expcncc  and  bloodlhed,  and  enforced 
by  the  capture  of  Bui^yne.'s  aimy,  might 
have  produced  a  more  general  defire  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  America;  but 
the  thought  of  making  the  fmalleft  conceffion 
to  the  hoftile  intervention,  or  threatened  in- 
vaiion  of  the  ancient  enemy  of  Great  Britain, 
Fitp«r»«     ^^  contemplated  with  abhorrence.    The  me* 
tions         naces  of  France,    however   unlikely   to    be 
lonSoii.     fealized,  occafioned  vigorous  exertions;   the 
mihtia  was  embodied,  camps  were  formed,  and 
the  country  rcfounded  with  the  clamour  of 
urns. 
Keppci  Nor  weie  the  exertions  of  the  admiralty 

^JJ*"JJjJ  deficient  in  furniiliing  means  to  meet  the 
Ipd.  "  approaching  exigency.  When  apprehenfione 
began  to  be  entertained  of  a  rupture  with 
Erance,^  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  made 
application  to  admiral.  Keppel,  an  officer  known 
to  be  inimical  to  miniftry,  but  whom  a  high 
reputation,  the  love  of  tlie  failors,  and  the  ex-j 
perience    derived   from   forty   years   fervice, 

^  From  private  information. 

<  On  thi«  fubje£^  I  may  quote  the  opinkm  of  Thomaa  Palit^^ 
«<  Death/*  he  favs^  **  has  prelerved  to  the  memory  of  this  ftattfinaii 
that  £ime  whicn  he  by  living  would  have  lolK  Kis  -plant  and 
opinions  towards  the  latter  pan  of  hit  lift,  would  have  been  attended 
with  at  many  evil  confequences»  and  a?  much  reprabated  in  Anoerkai 
at  thofe  of  lord  North.'*    Letter  to  the Abb6  Rynal,  p.  64. 

«»  In  NoTcmbei- 177^. 

.  A  ^  invested 


GEORGE    III.  ISl 

indicated  as  mod  fit  to  affume  the  command  chap. 
of  the  grand  fleet ;  his  appointment  was  fre-  J^^^\ 
quently  mentioned  in  terms  of  high  approba-  jyyu 
tion  bv  members  of  both  parties  in  parliament, 
and  when  the  hoftile  defigns  of  France  were 
indifputable,  he  was  entruTled  with  ample  dif- 
cretionary  powers  for  defence  of  the  kingdom. 
This  unlimited  confidence  was  highly  honour- 
able to  adminiftration,  as  Eeppel  declared  to 
the  king,  that  he  was  unacquainted  with  them 
as  niinifters ;  and  honourable  to  him,  as  hei  ac- 
cepted the  command  without  making  any 
difficulty,  or  afking  any  favour;  fervmg  in 
obedience  to  the  king*s  orders,  and  trufting  to 
his  majefty's  good  intentions,  and  to  his  gra- 
cious fupport  and  proteftion.  * 

On  his  arrival  at  Portfmouth,  before  the  Mftr.i77C 
king's  meflage  refpefting  France  was  delivered  ^5*  ^^'^^ 
to  parliament,  he  found  only  fix  flxips  of  the    **°* 
line  fit  for  fervice ;  during  his  ftay,  four  or 
five  more  arrived,  but  on  his  reprefentation^ 
the  fleet  was  fpeedily  augmentea  to  twenty 
fail  of  the  line,  fufficiently  equipped  ^ 

With   this  armament,   Keppel  failed  from  13th Jiuw* 
St.  Helens,  and  foon  difcovered  two  French  i^th. 
frigates,  la  Licorne,  and  la  Belle  Poule,  recon-  K«^c«P* 
noitring  his  fleet.     Although  war  was  not  de-  fri^ie*, 
clared,  yei>  !he  admiral,  in  virtue  of  his  full 
powers,  gave  orders  to  chafe  and  conduft  them 
under  his  ftem.    The  Licorne  failed  with  the 
fleet  during  the  night,   but  in  the  morning, 
after  attempting  to  efcape  and  firing  a  broad- 
tide,  accompanied  with  a  difcharge  of  muflce- 
try  into  the  America  man  of  war,  (truck  her 

•  Deftnce  of  addIM  Keppel  is  hisTtia].  Publifhod  hj  B)uchard» 
f  IdcBy   p.  xi4« 

%%  colouWa 


^St  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  colours,  and  was  captured.     M.  de  la  Clochft- 
^^^^  terie,  commander  of  la  Belle  Poule,  refufed  ta 
»77««     attend  and  fpeak  to  the  Britifli  admiral,  and 
after  an  obftinate  engagement,  having  difmaftcd 
the  Arethufa,  efcaped  by  fteering  into  a  bay 
among  the  rocks,  and  was  towed  out  of  dan- 
ger by  boats  from  the  ftiore.     Keppel,  apprized 
from  the  papers  of  the  Licorne,  and  other  intel- 
ligence, that  anchorage  was  ordered  in  Breft 
harbour  for  thirty-two  fail  of  the  line,  and  three 
*7**    ^  times  the  number  of  frigates,  retired  intoPortf- 

port.  mouth.  There  was,  however,  reafonto  believe 
that  the  papers  and  intelligence  were  fabricated 
on  purpofe  to  deceive,  nor  did  the  admiral 
efcape  cenfure  for  difgracing  the  grand  fleet  by 
a  rfetreat,  without  calling  a  council  of  war. 

Senfation        Thi:  flight  of  a  Britifli  Admiral  from  the 

.\ofthepob-  coafl:  of  France,  in  dread  a  of  fuperior  fquadron^ 
excited  general  indispiation.  Some  inveighed 
againft  the  miniflry  ibr  extreme  negligence*; 
others  reproached  the  admiral  **,  and  the  public 
prints  even  threatened  him  wnth  the  fate  of 

^y^s*- ... 

•th  July.        At. this  alarming  crifis  the  exertions  of  thcr 
•  jc^ppci      admiralty   were  equal    to  the  magnitude   of 

tgaifl,  impending  danger.  Lord  Sandwich  himfelf 
haftened  to  Portfmouth,  reinforced  the  grand 
.fleet  with  four.ihips  of  the  line;  Keppel  put 
to  fea,  and  was  fpeedily  joined  by  fix  others. 
The  greater  part  of  this  force  was  in  good  con- 
dition and  well  appointed,  and  thougn  deficient 
in  the  ordinary  proportion  of  frigates,  thfi 
admiral  did  not  heiitatc  to  fail  in  purfuit  of 

Ml,  the  enemy,  who  had  already  left  Brefl;  ^. 

f  See  Remembnncer,  vol.  vt.  p*  »33» 
,    ^  GibboD^t  Pofthumous  Works,  Yol.  u  p.  524* 
^  Trial  of  Admiral  Keppel,  p.  ia5* 
fcldem. 
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He  foon  fell  in  with  the  French  fleet,  con-  CQAP. 
lifting  of  thirty-two  fail  of  the  line,  with  an  ^^^^, 
ample  complement  of  frigates,  under  the  com-  i77»- 
Hiand  of  count  d'Orviiliers.  Four  days  were  fiA^yj^^ 
ipent  in  manceuvring,  to  counteraft  the  difpo-  mentoif 
fation  lliewn  by  the  enemy  to  evade  fighting,  ^^*«- 
but  at  length  a  dark  fquall  placed  the  fleets  in 
a  (ituation  which  rendered  the  conflict  inevita- 
ble. The  three  divifious  of  the  Britifh  fleet  were 
commanded  by  Keppel,  Sir  Robert  Harland, 
and  Sir  Hugh  Palliler :  the  French  by  d'Orvil- 
liers,  and  the  dues  de  Chaffault  and  Char- 
tres.  The  engagement  took  place  off  Uihant. 
After  feveral  evolutions,  iliewing  a  detennina- 
tion  in  the  French  commander  to  fliorten  the 
engagement,  he  began  the  cannonade  while 
the  Englilh  fleet  was  at  too  great  a  diftance  to 
receive  material  injury,  and  from  the  pofition 
taken  by  the  French  it  was  nccelfary  for  the 
Britifh  {hips  in  pafling  them  to  form  the  line, 
to  receive  the  fire  of  "their  whole  force.  The 
refer ved  fire  of  the  Britilh  fleet  did  dreadful 
execution;  but  the  French  having  in  their 
ufual  manner  direfted  their  battery  againft 
the  rigging,  the  divifions  rnoft  expofed  were 
terribly  torn  and  difabled.  The  fleets  lay  on 
diflferent  tacks,  failing  in  oppofite  directions ; 
the  engagement  laftednear  three  hours,  at  the 
end  of  winch  they  had  pafled  each  other,  and 
the  firing  ceafed.  Keppel  ufed  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  renew  the  combat :  with  fome 
difficulty  he  tacked  his  own  fliip,  but  found 
that  others  in  his  divifion  could  not  perform 
the  fame  manoeuvre ;  Sir  Robert  Harland,  whofc 
divifion  had  fufl^ered  lefs,  obeyed  without  dif- 
ficulty the  fignals  to  bear  down  into  his  wake  5 
hut  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  whofe  fliip  had  beea 

K  3  \try 
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CHAP,   vefy  much  damaged,  did  not  join  the  com-» 
iw^^^    mander  in  chief.     Captain  Windfor  in  the  Fox, 
X77S-     was  difpatched  to  direft  the  junftion  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer;  but  he,  engaged  in  repairing 
his  damages,   could  not  obey  the  order,  till 
,^^         night  put  a  period  to  further  attempts.     Dur- 
French  re-  ing  tlie  darkncft,   the  French,   placing  three 
oreau         fngates  with  lights  to  deceive  the  Engliih  ad- 
miral, made  fail  for  their  own  coafts,  and  were 
by  the  next  morning  almoft  out  of  fight     Kep- 
Keppei  PC-  pel  finding  purfuit  vain,  returned  to  Plymouth 
turns  to     to  refit,  while  d'Orvilliers  unmolefted  gained 
^^**^         the  harbour  of  Breft.     The   Englifh  had  a 
hundred  and  thirty-three  flaio,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  feventy-three  wounded ;  the  lofs  of 
the  French  was   eftimated  at  two  thoufand, 
including  killed  and  wounded, 
^eth  Aug,       The  neceffary  repairs  being  completed,  both 
oaoter      fl^^ts  again  put  to  tea.    The  French  purfuing 
TheFrcnch  their  fomicr  policy  of  ihewing  an  often tatioua 
avoid  a       parade   but    avoiding  a  conflifl;,  kept  aloof^ 
^oent.    abandoning  their  trade  to  the  depredations  of 
Britilh  cruizers,  while  the  Engliih  fleets  from 
both  the  Indies  returned  unmolefted. 
Accounts        In  defcribing  the  engagement,  the  French, 
ir.  .^  ^  ^^j^  of  gafconade  approaching  to  bur- 

lefque,  claimed  the  vi6lory,  atid  expreffed  tlieir 
utter  aftonifhment  at  finding  themfelves  in  tho 

Sort  of  Breft,  when  they  thought  they  had 
een  many  leagues  at  fea  purfuing  the  Engliih. 
Admiral  Keppel,  in  his  difpatch,  extolled  the 
€ondu£l  of  his  officers,  particularly  Sir  Robert 
Harland  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer ;  in  excufe  for 
not  renewing  the  attack,  he  urged  the  difabled 
ftate  of  fome  of  his  fleet,  many  fliips  being  un-* 
able  to  follow  when  he  wore  to  ftand  after  tho 
i?«emy. :  he  therefore,  to  ufc  his  own  exprcflion, 

fuffered 


•f  late  ac 
tioo 
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liifFered  the  French  to  form  their  h*ne  without  ^^^^• 

moleftation,  "  thinking  they  meant  handlbmely  uJl^^' 

to  try  their  force  m  itli  him  Uie  next  morn*  »77a. 


ing. 


Such  an  apolog},  for  the  \\ant  of  complete  Public dif- 
fuccefs  in  an  engagement  which  fixed  the  at-  ^"  *"** 
tentionof  all  Europe,  could  not  be  fatisfaftory 
to  the  public,  and  the  zeal  of  party  difplayed 
itfelf  in  oppofite  ftatements,  reflefting  on  the 
charaAers  of  the  two  admirals  with  all  the  fcur- 
rility  ufual  on  fuch   occafions.     Keppel  and 
Pallifer  were  of  nearly  equal  age  in  the  fervice, 
both  pupils  and  favourites  of  Sir  Charles  Saun- 
ders,  and  both  indebted  to  his   teftamentary 
munificence.    Through  the  intervention  of  Sir 
Hugh,  the  negotiation  betM^een  the  miniftry 
and  the  admiral  had  been  conduced ;  no  cir- 
camilance  before  or  fpeedily  after  the  action 
indicated  latent  animofity,  they  returned  to 
their  ftations  with  appare/ut  cordiality,  but  the 
tlifFerence  of  their  political  connexions,  and 
fome  tranfa6lion$  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  gave 
probability  to  a  conjefture  that  the  general 
good  of  the  fervice  was  facrificed ;  an  extrava- 
gant and  illiberal  party  feud  was  engendered, 
which  difgraced  the  naval  fervice,  and  effefted 
tlie  ruin  of  a  man  as  high  in  charafter,  and 
able  in    his  profeffion,  as  any  officer  in  the 
navy. 

Although    Keppel  received  the  public  Pubikation 
approbation  of  the  admiralty,  and   was  gra-  ^^^^  pjj. 
eioufly  diftinguillied   at  court,    yet  the   ge-  Uftr. 
neral  agitation    did   not   fubfide.     In  confC'* 
quenie  of  a  fcurrilous  attack  in  a  morning 
paper,  Pallifer  publiflied  a  vindication,  which 
Keppel,   though   required   by  letter,   peremp- 
torily refufed  to  authenticate ;  and  was  even 
fufpefted  of  dictating,   or  at  lead    revifmg, 

K  4  a  reply. 
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CHAP,  a  reply'.     Pallifer  charged  his  fuperior  office* 
^^^    with  want  of  confiftency,    conceiving  that, 
S77S*     after  highly  approving  his  condu6i  in  a  public 
difpatch,  he  could  not,  in  juftice,  »refufc  to 
fcreen  his  charafter  from  wanton  and  malig- 
nant attacks,    Keppel,  on  the  other  hand,  con* 
iidered  his  official  approbation  a  mere  matter 
of  form,  calculated  to  prevent  the  bad  effefts 
of  difunion  in  the  fervice,  and  fubjed;  to  ex- 
planation from  the  officer  by  whom    it  wai 
conveyed  ;   he  confidered  alu)  that  ijt  related 
inerely  to  the  time  of  aAual  engagement,  and 
did  not  account  for  the  a  As  of  himfelf  or  any 
other  commander,  which  fruftrated  the  well- 
founded  national  hope  of  a  renewed  conflid. 
When  the  exertions  of  party,  and  public  difpo- 
fition  to  inquiry  on  fo  momentous  a  buiine&y 
Tendered  immediate  refponfibility  inevitable, 
Keppel  refufed  to  exculnate  the  vicC'-admiral, 
ratner  chufing  to  criminate  him  than  (land 
in  the  fituation  of  a  delinquent  himfelf. 
»6thNov.       Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  difpute  on  the 
Meeting  of  nicctiug  of  parliafB€nt.  The  king,  in  his  fpecch, 
«v^iament.  ^y^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Critical  conjuncture  of  afiairs ; 
mentioned,  with  dignified  and  becoming  indigo- 
nation,  the  proceedings  of  France,  his  own 
defire  of  peace,  and  reluCUmt,  though  vigo- 
rous exertions  for  making  reprifals  and  pro-, 
tefting  commerce.     He  direfted  the  attentioiv . 
of  parliament  to  the  armaments  of  other  pow- 
ers, and  deplored  the  continuance  of  the  trou- 
bles in  America,  which  the  wifdom  and  tem- 
perance difplayed  in  the  late  conciliatory  mea- 
sures, had  not  brought  to  a  happy  conclufion, 

1  S«fi  thefe  letters  in  the  Remembnncer,  vol.  vii.  p.  t6  j  tnal  «f 
f-lmiral  Keppel,  Bhnchard^sEdition^  p.  6,  of  the  App^iz)  •d4 
fgr  the  fa£^,  fee  the  trials  of  both  admin4t« 
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Ik  debating  an  amendment  to  theaddrefs,   chap. 
Fox  introduced  the  great  naval    difpute,  by    ^22? 
ilating  the  king's  fpeech  to  be  unfounded  in      '7^'- 
fauEky  and  its  aflertions  falfe,    and  by  alluding  „avaiSnit 
with  feverity  to  the  difgraceful  and  dangerous  m&wm 
iituation  of  the  grand  fleet,  when  the  admiral  **«'***^ 
firft  to«k  the  command,  of  a  force  inferior  by 
ten  ihips  of  the  line  to  that  of  the  enemy. 

The  fea-fight  off  Ulhant  came  more  immc-  tdDte* 
diately  under  inveftigation  on  prefenting  the  ^^^^ 
navy  eftimates,  when  Temple  Luttrel  obferyed,  Temple 
that  the  tranfaftions  of  that  day  loudly  de-  ^^o*^ 
manded  inquiry :  Keppel  could  not  again  ferve 
with  Pallifer,  the  nation  eagerly  expected  in- 
veftigation ;    the  two  admirals  were   in   the 
houfe,  and  ought  to  give  information,  as  well  for 
their  own  honour,  as  for  the  fake  of  public 
tranquillity. 

ApMiEAL  Keppel  declared  the  glory  of  ofadmiwl 
the  Britifli  flag  had  not  been  tamiflied  in  his  ^^W^* 
hands :  he  impeached  no  man ;  and  wa3  per*^ 
fiiaded  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  manifefted 
no   want  of  the  requifite  moft   eflential  to  a 
Britiih  feaman — courage.    He  then  read  a  pa- 
per, defcribing  the  manner  of  his  appQintment^ 
and  the  nature  of  his  fituation,  hoped  he  fliould 
not  be  compelled  to  anfwer  particular  queftions 
relative  to  the  a6i;ion,  or  refpedling  individuals^ 
but  was  ready,  if  duly  required,  to  explain  his 
own  conduct  either  in  that  houfe  or  elfewhere. 
Nothing  was  left  untried  to  bring  the  French 
to  adecifive  a£iion ;  but  unlefs  both  fquadrons 
were  equally  defirous,  it  was  impoflible.     He 
acknowledged  hisfurprife^  whenan  oflicer  under 
his  command  appealed  to  the  public  by  a  letter 
in  a  news-paper,  figqed  with  his  name,  when  no 
accufation  was  mwe,  and  endeavoured  by  fuch 

means 
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CHAP»  means  to  render  his'fuperior  odious  and  def- 
^y^  picable.  He  refolved  never  again  to  fet  hisf(»ot 
^w*.  on  board  a  fhip  with  that  officer,  becaufe  his 
condu£i  was  fatal  to  all  obedience  and  all 
command. 
OfPailiftr.  ,  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  faid,  he  was  no  lefs  in- 
different than  his  fuperior  officer'  to  inquiry  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  his  intereft  to  defire  it. 
He  cenfured  the  admiral's  referve,  and  wifhed 
him  to  deliver  his  opinions  without  difguife, 
that  a  full  anfwer  might  be  given.  If  the 
fiews-paper  publication  was  imprudent  or 
wrong.  Sir  Hugh  alone  muft  bear  the  confe* 
quences  ;  but  he  complained  that  while  juftice. 
was  rendered  to  his  courage,  he  was  calumni- 
ated for  being  deficient  in  other  refpe6ts  as  an 
officer.  An  unauthenticated  iniinuatfon  of 
neglc6i;of  duty  was  more  injurious,  becaufe  more 
difficult  entirely  to  remove,  than  any  dired: 
crimination ;  and  he  had  ineffeAually  fought 
an  explanation  from  the  commander  in  chief. 
He  had  relu6iantly  appealed  to  the  public,  and 
flated  fads  by  which  he  would  ftand  or  fall. 
Sir  Hugh  denied  that  he  had  refufed  to  obey 
fignals,  and  treated  all  low  infinuations,  and 
feeming  tendernefs,  with  contempt ;  confcious 
of  his  innocence,  he  feared  neither  reports  nor 
affcrtions,  neither  a  parliamentary  inquiry,  nojr 
a  public  trial. 
iceppers  Admiral  Keppel  thought  the  appeal  to 
npljr.  the  public  fully  juftified  his  refolution  not  again 
to  £ail  with  the  vice-admiral,  and  aflerted  that 
the  fienal  for  corning  into  the  Viftory's  wak^, 
was  nying  from  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
till  eight  in  the  evening  unobeyed ;  at  the  fam? 
time  he  did  not  charge  the  vice-admiral  witl^ 
a&ual  difobedience*^ 

Sir 
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SiE  Hugh  Pa lliser immediately  prefeut-  chap* 
ed  charges  at  the  admiralty  againft  Keppel,   ,^^^ 
upon  which  a  court-martial  was  ordered.     The      ly?*. 
compliance  with   this    requiiition  occafioned  ^^| 
parliamentary  animadverfion,  and  a  ilrong  me*  onkrcd  «^ 
morial  to  the  king,  fubfcribed  by  twelve  ad-  ^pp«'- 
mirals.-  ^'^^- 

Tempxe  Lutteel  moved  an  addrefs  for  30th, 
the  trial  of  Pallifer,  which  only  renewed  the  Lattrelv 
altercation  between  the  two  officers.  Pallifer  "*^**®"' 
accufed  his  opponent  of  H6iing  inanunbecom* 
ing  manner,  attributed  the  accufation  he  had 
preferred  to  the  neceffity  pf  vindicating  hi» 
llandered  charader,  and  deplored  the  breach  of 
their  long  intimacy.  Keppel  retorted  with 
tfperity,  charging  the  vice-admiral  with  mu* 
tiny,  and  thanking  God,  that  ha.  the  approach* 
ing  court-martial  he  was  not  the  accufer,  but 
the  accufed.  The  tide  of  popularity  ran  vio- 
lently in  favour  of  the  admiral ;  every  fentence 
of  his  fpeech  was  received  with  applaufe,  whil^ 
Pallifer  iwas  cenfured  for  confpiring  with  other 
members  of  adminiltration  to  ruin  his  fuperior 
officer.  In  thefe  proceedings  the  oppofition 
difplayedall  the  violence  and  rancour  of  party; 
no  art  was  left  uneiTayed  to  influence  the  pub- 
lic opinion  in  favour  of  Keppel,  who  was  trea^;- 
cd  with  a  proftrate  homage,  rarely  ihewn  to 
thofe  who  achieve  impoitant  conquefis,  and 
was  coniidered  as  a  facrifice  to  the  ineptitude 
of  adminiftration,  On  account  of  his  healthy 
an  aft  was  paffed  for  enabling  the  court-mar^ 
tial  to  fit  on  ihore,  and  the  w^nrant  for  his  trial 

»  Sfc  the  Yneniorlal  in  the  Rcroembiancer,  voL  tii.  p.  si 8.  The 
/obfcriben  were  lord  Hawkr,  admiral  Momtt,  the  duke  of  Bokpn  | 
sdmiralt  Graves,  Piget,  and  Harland  3  the  earl  of  Briftol  ^  admirala 
Youiijr^  Bunoiit  an4  Geary  2  lord  $huldhais,  and  admiral  Oay^^ 
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CHAP,  was  comprized  in  words  of  tendcraefs  and  rc- 
XXXV.    ^a . 

,779.         Fi  VE  charges  were  preferred  againft  Tit m,  fum- 
TtM^'  to  med  up  in  a  general  propofition,  that  he  loft  by 
lippd'i     mifoonduft  and  negle6l  a  glorious  opportunity 
trial  I         of  rendering  a  nioft  effential  ferviee  to  the  ftate, 
and  had  tarniflied  the  honour  of  the  Britiih 
navy.  After  fitting  aflGduoufly  thirty-two  days, 
And         the  court-martial,  by  an  unanimous  verdift,  ful 
*^**^     ly  and  honourably  acquitted  the  admiral,  af 
firming,  that  far  from  having  fuUiedthe  honour 
of  the  navy,  he  had  a6led  as  became  a  judi- 
itejoicings  cious,  bravc,  and  experienced  officer.     On  this 
^^^the  acquittal  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftrainfter 
iBoh.         were  illuminated  two  fucceffive  nights,  in  con- 
S2th  Fc^.    f^r"^^*y  *^  t^^  i^j  ttn^lions  of  a  mob,  who  ihe wed 
their  refentment  againft  thole  whom  they  con- 
fidered  asperfccntors  of  Keppcl,  by  ads  of  out- 
rage.   The  houfe   of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was 
broke  open,  and  the  furniture  deftroyed,  and  he 
himfelf  was  burnt  in  effigy.    The  dwellings  of 
lord  George  Germaine  and  lord  North  were 
fubjeOied  to  the  infults  of  the  populace;  the 
gates  of  the  admiralty  were  thrown  down,  and 
the  windows  demoliflied;  and  the  houfes  of  cap- 
tain Hood  and  lord  Mulgrave,  whofe evidence 
gave  umbrage  to  the  friends  of  Keppel,  were 
cxpofed  to  fimilar  ravages.     The  city  not  only 
illuminated  the  manfion-houfe  and  the  monu- 
jQent,  but  voted  thanks   to  the  admiral,  and 
prefented  him  with  the  freedom  of  the  city  in 
an  Oak  box. 
*Ia*f1>        Both    houfes  of  parliament    alfo    voted 
iCeppef      thanks  to  the  acquitted  admiral,  for  the  con- 
thanked  by  duft  which  had  occafioned  his  trial:    in  th^ 
koalet.      houfe  of  commons  only  one  voice  was  raifed 

«  See  Farliameatarj  Regtfttr,  toL  ».  p.  20S. 
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in  difleut:*  in  the  lords  the  fuffrages  wcrt  chap* 
unanimous.  .  ^^^^^Zj 

The  acquittal  of  Keppel  fecmed  to  fix  a     177^ 
lligma  on,  the  charafter  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer:  f^^j^ 
he  therefore  demanded  a  court-martial,   and  ^umi 
with  due  magnanimity  refigned  his  feat  at  the  «fig?«  *»• 
admiralty  board,  his  rank  of  colonel  of  ma-  ^^^ 
fines,  and  government  of  Scarborough  Caftle,  t9tbF^ 
and  vacated  his  feat  in  parliament;  retaining 
only  his  appointment  ot  vice-admiral.    This 
voluntary  facrifice  frullrated  a  motion  which 
Fox  meditated  for  his  removal. 

Admiral  Keppel,  though  called  on  by  the  i^th  Apd 
admiralty,  having  refufed  to  bring  any  accu-  ^^ 
fation  againft  Pallifer, '  the  warrant  for  his  trial  He  u  tried 
was  founded  on  a  general  allegation  of  matters  ^*5?'*** 
difclofed  during  the  late  proceedings.     Keppel  * 

was,  however,  a  principal  witnefs ,  the  court* 
martial  fat  one-and-twenty  days,   when  they  And«c. 
declared  the  behaviour  of  Pallifer  in  many  re-  J^i^m* 
fpe£ts  exemplary  and  meritorious;  "  they  could  wUhfut  "' 
not  help  thinking  it'  was  incumbent  on  him  to  cenfore. 
have  made  known  to  the  commander  in  chief 
the  difabled  (late  of  his  own  jfhip,  which  he 
might  have  done  by  the  Fox  at  the  time  ih^ 
joined  him,  or  by  other  means;  notwithftand- 
ing  this  omiffion,  they  thought  him  not  in  any^ 
other  refpeft  chargeable  with  mifcondu6t  or 
milbehaviour,  and  therefore  acquitted  him." 

Such  was  the  refult  of  tliis  ill-judged  con-  ThepuVUc 
teft:  thofe  who  in  th^ir  predilection  for  ad-  «»if«b. 
mi  ral  Keppel  rafhly  thought  that  his  popularity  ' 
would  ftand  on  a  bafis  as  permanent  as  the 
odium  againft  his  opponent  was  ex  teniive,  found 
themfelves  grievoufly  deceived ;  the  public  re* 

•  This  dxflWtttent  was  Mr.  S^rt.    Stedmsn,  vol.  ii.  p.  i  f . 

f  Set  Lenert  (m  this  fubje^.  PajrlUmenurjr  Jtcgifter,  vol.  so. 

flcftinf 
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CHAP,  fl^^ng  on  all  circumftanceSy  inferred  from  the 
:CKXV,^    declaration  of  both  parties  that,  "  a  proud  day 
^yj^   for  England  had  beeh  loft ;"  and  they  foon  be- 
gan to  difco ver  that,  granting  all  the  niifcondu6t 
imputed  to  Pallifer  to  have  been  true,  it  was 
not  fufficient  to  prevent  the  important  confe- 
Kcppei  dif-  quences  they  had  a  right  to  expert.  The  admiral 
foiitcnied.   f^^^  complained  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
was  direfted  to  refume  the  command  of  the 
fleet,  was  difpleafed  with  his  reception  at  court 
*«%»»*«  and  various  other  circumftances,  and  refigned 
^^^'^  ^^'  the  command.  -Notwithftanding  the  merits  of 
hisi  cHarai^r^  and  the  impottance  of  his  paft 
fervices,  the  public  voice  was  never  raifed  to 
require  his  reftoratiou.      Various  intemperate 
motions  in  both  houfes,  perfonally  refpe6lingthe 
two  admirals,  were  attelnded  with  no  important 
refults ;  the  curiofity  of  the  people  foon  lan- 
.  guiflied,  and  the  fubjeft  fell  into  complete  dif- 
regard. 
#6x'sT«.        During  this  conteft  feveral  motions  were 
notfons      made  in  both  houfes,  tending  to  impeach  the 
•gaina       conduft  of  the  admiralty,  and  particularly  of 
J^i^*""*"  its  firft  lord.     Fox  conduced  thefe  attacks  iii 
thp  houfe  of  commons.    For  the  purpofe  of 
obtaining  a  decifion  on  the  ftate  of  the  arma* 
23d  Feb.     ment  which  failed  under  admiral  Keppel,  he 
moved  for  copies  of  all  letters  received  by 
government,    containing  intelligence  relative 
to  the  force  under  d'Orvilliers ;  but  the  pro- 
polition  was  rejedted  on  the  ufual  allegation, 
that  it  was  dangerous  to  difclofe  the  means  of 
information*^ 
^dMirch.      The  papers  found  on  board  the  Palla«  and 
Licome' were,  however,  prefented  to  parlia-^ 
ment;  and  on  them  Fox  founded  a  motion  that 

'  134  to  97.  ^  ♦ 

tlie 
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tlie  fending  admiral  Keppel,  ia  June  laft,  to  a  ^^^ 
iiation  oft'  the  coaft  of  France,  with  a  fquadron  ^SSIJj 
of  twenty  Ihips  of  Uie  line  and  four  frigates,     *P^ 
vhen  a  French  fleet  of  thirty-two  ihips  of  the 
line,  with  a  great  number  of  frigates,  was  at 
fireil,  and  le^y  to  put  to  fea,  was  a  meafarc 
greatly  hazarding  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom, 
without  profped  of  adequate  advantage.     He 
at  the  fame  time  announced  his  intention  of 
following  this  motion  with  another  for  remov- 
ing the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,   and  inti- 
mated that  the  fads  he  had  ftated  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  warrant  a  parliamentary  impeach^ 
ment« 

AccoEDiKG  to  the  captured  papers,  the 
French  government  had  iffued  orders  to  provide 
anchorage  for  twenty-feven  fail  of  the  line,  and 
announced  that  five  more  would  be  fpeedily  in 
readinefs.  The  ftatements  in  admiral  Keppel's 
defence,  relative  to  the  mode  of  his  appointment 
to  the  command,  and  the  condition  in  which  he 
found  the  fleet,  were  alfo  read. 

Admiral  Keppkl  was  required  to  give 
perfonal  teftimony  on  the  fubjed,  which  he 
prefaced  by  a  few  obfervations  on  the  delicacy 
of  his  fttuation;  he  avowed  the  fafts  dated  in 
his  defence,  refpefting  the  condition  of  the  fleet 
on  his  repairing  to  Portfmouth  in  March,  hut 
acknowledged  the  fubfequent  exertions  of  the 
admiralty  board  to  be  highly  meritorious.  He 
was  never  more  diftreflbd  than  when,  in  confe- 
tpienceof  the  information  acquired  from  the 
Pallas  and  Licorne,  he  was  compelled  for  tha 
firft  time  to  turn  his  back  on  the  enemy. 

Lord  North  and  lord  Mu^lgrave  defended 
the  condud  <if  government.  The  wf ittem<lo- 
•cuments,  they  fakl,  were  loofe,  in,definite,  with- 
out date,  and  did  liot  proi^e  the  exiftence  of 

tb« 
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the  fhips  for  which  they  required  anchoragti^ 
^^^^^  but  rather  the  contrary,  and  admjral  KeppeFi 
»77>.  evidence  was  of  no  weight,  being  founded  only 
on  the  information  derived  from  thefe  vague  and 
deceitful  papers.  The  tcfiimony  refpefting  the 
ftateofthe  fleet  in  March  was  extraneous,  as 
the  motion  was  limited  to  June,  and  official 
documents  proved  that  in  July  forty-eight  or 
forty-nine  fail  of  the  line  were  ready  for  fervice. 
When  Keppel  failed  with  twenty  fhips,  d'Or- 
villiers  did  not  venture  to  encounter  him,  but 
jemaiaed  at  Breft  till  the  eighth  of  July,  and 
Botwithftanding  the  admiral's  return,  his  fail- 
ing produced  the  advantage  of  facilitating  the 
arrival  of  the  homeward-bound  fleets.  The 
retreat  was  however  cenfurable,  being  founded 
on  falfe  information,  and  adopted  without 
calling  a  council  of  officers. 

Keppel  made  feveral  explanatory  replies  ; 
he  urged  that  the  information  obtained  from 
the  French  frigates  was  proved  true,  by  the 
engagement  of  the  twenty-feventh  of  J  uly ; 
when  the  very  (hips,  manned  and  armed  as> 
defcribed  in  thofe  papers,  were  oppofed  to  his 
fquadron.  Although  he  had  not  formally 
called  a  council,  yet  he  confulted  feveral  of-^ 
ficers  individually,  who  concurred  in  return- 
ing to  port;  and  if  he  omitted  that  compliment 
to  lora  Mulgrave,  who  was  a  captain  in  the 
fleet,  it  was  only  becaufe  fuch  young  men,  in 
their  eagemefs  to  fight,  overlooked  cveiy  con- 
fideration  of  prudence^  The  motion  was  ne-» 
gatived. '  -    . 

Ml  Mnr.  A  s I M I L AR  fate  attended  another  propofftion 
offered  by  Fox,  affirming,  '^  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  hoiUUties  with  Ffcance,  the  fiate 

of 
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of  the  navy  was  unequal  to  what  the  houfe  chap. 
and  the  nation  were  led  to  expe6l,  as  well  from   3^^*/ 
the  declarations  of  minifters,  as  from  the  large      ^779- 
^r&nts  of  money,   and  increafe  of  debt,  and 
inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  fo  important 
a  crifis/*    In  fupport  of  this  motion  he  reviewed 
the  conduft  and  declarations  of  minifters,  in- 
ferring as  an  alternative,  that  they  were  either 
ignorant  or  treacherous.     "  If  ignorant,  who 
would  truft  his  deareft  and  neareft  concerns 
to  fuch  men  ?   If  treacherous,  where  was  the 
peribn  mad  enough  to  confide  in  them  ?  For- 
tune, and  not  the  judgment  of  minifters,  had 
faved  the  country  from  deftruftion." 

Lord  Mulgrave  fhewed  the  fuperior 
management  of  the  navy  in  the  prefent,  to 
any  previous  period.  He  denied  tliat  fortune 
had  been  peculiarlv  favourable  to  this  country ; 
France  had  been  laved  from  deftruftion  by  a 
fucceffion  of  efcapes  as  extraordinary  as  un- 
cxpefted.     D'Orvilliers  had  efcaped  from  Kep- 

fel ;  D'Eftaing  from  lord  Howe  off  Rhode 
fland,  and  afterwards  from  Byron  to  the  Weft 
Indies.  From  the  nature  of  the  government, 
the  firft  efforts  of  France  were  always  more 
vigorous  than  ours,  which  the  frame  of  our 
vconftitution  rendered  dilatory  and  languid. 
When  that  impediment  was  removed,  \vt  had 
always  proved  viftorious.  Our  force  would 
daily  mcreafe,  while  theirs,  having  attained  the 
meridian,  would  decline. 

Admiral  Keppel  was  a  diftinguifhed  op- 
ponent of  adminiftration ;  and  lord  Howe  fup- 
ported  the  fame  caufe,  by  affirming  he  was 
deceived  into  his  command,  and  deceived  while 
he  retained  it;  tired  and  difgufted,  he  obtained 

Ermiffion  to  refign,  and  would  have  returned, 
d  not  the  prefence  of  a  fuperior  tntmy  in 
voi^  HI.  L  the 
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CHAP,  tlic  Amci  lean  fcas  prevented  him,  till  the  period 
J^^'    9^  Byron's  arrival.     RecoUeAing  Avhat  he  felt 
^779'     and  fuffercd,  he  >vould  never  return  to  a  fitua- 
tion  whicli  might  terminate  in  equal  ill-treat- 
ment, mortification,  and  difguft.     Paft  expe- 
rience had  fufficiently   convinced  him,   that 
•  bcfides  riflving  his  honour  and  profeflional  cha- 
rafter,  he  could,  under  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion,  render  no  eflential  ferA'ices  to  his  country^ 

a»dMar,  RETURNING    tO    hlS    fubjeft,    FoX    mOVcd, 

that  the  omiflion  to  reinforce  lord  Howe 
before  June  laft;  and  the  not  fending  a 
fleet  to  the  Mediterranean,  were  inftances  of 
mifcondu6l  and  negleft.  He  made  thefe 
motions  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  involving 
adminilhation  in  an  inextricable  dilemma  ; 
his  laft  propofition  flood  on  the  fuppofition 
that  the  navy  was  inadequate ;  that  being 
negatived,  he  fliould  purfue  the  line  implied 
in  the  negation,  though  he  knew  it  was 
untiue,  and  argue  as  if  the  navy  had  been 
adequate, 

Th  f:  difcuflion  was  rather  perfonal  thau  of 
pnblic  importance;  lord  North  attacking  hi$ 
opponent  with  fprightly  raillery,  on  his  avowed 
reiolution  to  argue  on  a  principle  he  knew  to 
be  falfe.  The  firft  propofition  was  negatived ;' 
the  other  withdrawn  without  divifion. 
isth  Apr.  After  the  Eafter  reccfs,  Fox  made  his  pro- 
liiifed  motion,  for  diflfmiffing  lord  Sandwich 
from  his  majefty's  prefence  and  councils  for 
ever.  In  fupporting  it,  no  new  argument  or 
taft  was  adduced.  The  infufiicicncy  of  Kep- 
pel's  fquadron,  the  coolnefs  ftiewn  to  that  of- 
ficer, the  confpiracy  of  minifters  againft  his  life,. 

'  *  Thedivkion  on  a  motion  for  the  prmous  qufftion  was  174.  on 
the.  affirmative,  to  »4<  00  the  oegatixe. 
*  »09  to  1J5. 

and* 
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and    their   duplicity  towards  him  on   every   chap. 
occafion,  were  unfparingly   advanced.      The    ^xxr. 
proceedings  of  the  fleets  in  all  parts  of  the   '^779^' 
globe  were  reviewed,  their    fuccefles  under- 
valued, and  tlieir  failures  or  difappointments 
exaggerated. 

Lord  Mulgiiave  profefled  aftonifliment, 
tliat  atler  fo  many  detedions,  Mr.  Fox  fliould 
perfevere  in  his  endeavours  to  perfuade  the 
houfe,  that  certain  aflertions,  of  which  he  ad- 
vanced not  a  fingle  proof,  were  fafts,  when  mofl; 
of  them  had  been  proved  unfounded.  Lord 
Sandwich,  inftead  of  cenfure,  merited  great 
praife  for  his  official  conduct.  When  he  was 
raifed  to  the  chief  pod  at  the  admiralty,  there 
was  not  a  year's  timber  in  any  of  the  yards, 
no  {lores  in  the  arfenals,  and  the  whole  navy 
in  a  perilhing  ftate.  By  his  adivity  and  faga- 
City  he  had  broken  a  mercantile  combination ; 
each  yard  now  contained  timber  fufficient  for 
three  years  confumption;  the  arfenals  were 
full  of  ftores ;  the  navy  had  a  greater  number 
of  large  ihips  than  at  any  previous  period  ; 
and  was  not  only  in  a  refpedable,  but  in  a 
flourifliing  ftate.  This  teilimony  was  fully 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Boyle  Wallingham,  and  the 
motion  was  reje6ted." 

A  siMiLAii  eft()rt  for  the  removal  of  lord  ?J*^Ap"'- 
Sandwich,  was  made  by  the  earl  of  Briftol,  who  his^remoT' 
in  a  fpeech  of  confiderable  length  and  ability,  ▼«!  by  th« 
attempted  to  fliew  that  the  naval  fervice  was  ^ll^^ 
neglected  in  all  its  departments ;  the  national 
treafure  Ihamefully  fquandered,  and  no  ade- 
quate provifion  made  for  defence ;   the  navy 
had  rapidly  decayed  fince  the  refignation  of 
lord  Hawke,  while  the  expence  had  increafed 
beyond  all  precedent. 

«  %tt  to  III. 
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CHAP.      Lord  Sandwich  obferved  that  he  was  not 
^^P^-   folely,  but  jointly  reftonfible  for  the  employ- 
I779*     ment  of  the  naval  force ;   which  was  deter-  . 
mined  in  the  cabinet,  and  finally  fan6iioned  by 
the  kinff.  He  was  anfwerable  only  for  the  ufe  or 
abufe  ot  themeans  placed  peculiarly  in  his  hands. 
He  juftified  the  increafe  of  expence,  by  dating 
the  increafed  magnitude  of  the  fliips  in  the  royal 
navy,  and  accounted  for  temporary  wants,  by 
referring  to  the  fires   in  the  dock-yards  at 
Portfmouth  and  Chatham.    The  (lores  were 
nearly  fix  times  a^  great  as  during  the  pre- 
iidency  of  his  predeceflbr;  the  (hips  at  that 
period  being  built  with  green  timber,  were 
Unoftly  rotten,  and  unfit  for  fervice,  wl>ereas 
they  were  now  conftrufted  of  the  beft  materials, 
and  highly  equipped.    The  motion  being  ne- 
gatived ;*  a  fliort  proteft  was  figned  by  twenty- 
five  peers,  and  one  of  confiderable  length, 
containing  a  recapitulation  of  his  reafons,  by 
the  earl  of  Briftol. 
Motwns         Other  topics,  collaterally  relating  to  the 
fefp^EUflg    Bavy,  were  difcufled  in  both  houfes,  with  no 
aiKiGreen-  ^^^^  warmth  and  eagemefs.    Temple  Luttrel 
wich         moved,  unfuccefsfuUy,  for  a  committee  on  the 
^^ivto-  ^^P^^  decay  of  the  Britifli  fleet,  and  to  confider 
*  the  means  of  feafoning  and  preparing   the 
timber  in  the  dock-yards.     In  the  houfe   of 
lords,  the  duke  of  Richmond  made   feveral 
motions,  and  examined. many  witnefles,  tend- 
ing to  prove  the  mifm:^lagement  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital,  and  refleding  on  the  perfonal  charac- 
ter of  lord  Sandwich. 
Kefigiw-        These  repeated  attacks  were  part  of  a  grand 
^m!!Jf     fyftcm,  for  clogging  the  wheels  of  governmenf, 
announced  by  the  leaders  of  oppofition  at  the 

«  7*  to  3SJ, 

beginning 


•ffic«n. 
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beg^niung  of  the  fefiion ;  the  proje6l  was  not  c  h  A  p. 
confined  in  its  effedt  to  the  legiflative  body ;  ^^^^j;^ 
feveral  officers  of  high  rank  retufed  to  ferve     1779- 
under  the  preient  aainiuiflration,  and  it  was 
rq;>orted,  that  twenty  naval  captains  meditated 
the  dangeroMs  refolution  of  refignlng  in  a 
body  X  fuch  difpolitions  could  not  he  confined 
to  the  fuperior  clafs ;   infubordination  became  infubofdi- 
truly  alarming,  and  before  the  end  of  the  »*«<»»» 
(eifion,  fymptoms  of  mutiny  appeared  on  board      "*^^* 
the  gland  fleet  at  Torbay,  and  were  with  dif- 
ficulty fuppre£fed« 

While  fuch  violent  debates,  attended  with  !>«*•««•.•» 
fuch  alarming  efife&s,  were  maintained  refped-  f^^of  the 
ing  the  navy,  the  condudi  of  the  war  in  America,  American 
and  other  fubiefls  conne&ed  with  the  army,  were  ^"J^JJ^^'f 

S;itated  witn  no  lefs  heat.  The  manifefto  of  ^hjjj-th 
e  commiilioners  on  quitting  that  continent,  Dec.  177S. 
gave  rife  to  motions  by  Mr.  Coke,  and  the  mar- 
quis of  Rockingham,  for  addrefling  the  king 
to  exprefs  difapprobation  of  the  uireatening 
paragraphs.  The  fpeeches  of  oppolition  in 
both  houfes  were  rather  declamatory  than  ar- 
gumentative, and  the  debates  exti-emely  deful- 
tory.  The  miniftry,  cxpreffing  furprife  at  the 
pcrverfenefs  of  their  opponents,  denied  tliat  tlie 
proclamatiou  contained  menaces  which  were 
not  founded  on  the  ancient  ufiges  of  war,  and 
juflified  by  views  of  felf-prefervation.  The 
motions  were  rejeded  by  large  majorities ;  ^ 
thirty-one  peers  protefted.  • 

General  Burgoyne  by  his  previous  con-  Padiamen- 
dudi^  as  well  as  by  his  mode  of  oppofition  in  j^^^^f " 
pai'liament,  fully  juftified  the  opinion  of  Wafh-  g^crai 
ington,  who  in  a  letter  to  congrefs  on  the  pro-  Burgoyne. 
priety  of  terminatinjg  his  abfence  on  parole, 

r  In  the  houib  of  commons,  209  to  122.    In  the  houfe  of  lords 

L  3  conudered 
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CHAP. 
'  XXXV. 


x6th  Nov* 


Hts  motion 
for  papers. 


Granted. 


4th  Dec. 
Similar 
motions  by 
Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe. 


1 7  Feb. 

1779* 
Granted. 


a  9th  Apr. 
Committee 
formed. 
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confidered  liim  in  his  prefcnt  frame  of  mind, 
nothoftile  to,  but  rather  as  an  ally  of  America.* 
In  oppofing  the  addrefs,  Burgoyne  deplored 
the  condition  of  the  country,  which  exhibit- 
ed every  fymptom  of  immediate  diffolution. 
Her  ftruggles,  if  fuch  in  their  weakncft  they 
Ihould  be  called,  appeared  the  laft  ftruggles 
for  exiftcnce.  He  feverely  cenfured  the  con- 
duft  of  adminiftration,  and  trufted  the  time 
was  not  remote,  when  the  voice  of  the  country, 
and  the  light  of  truth,  would  pierce  the  gloomy 
atmofphere  that  enwrapt  the  throne,  and  fhew 
things  as  they  were.  In  a  few  days  afterwards 
he  moved  that  all  the  letters  written  by  him- 
felf  and  other  commanders  to  government, 
fince  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  ibould  be 
laid  before  the  houfe,  which  was  granted  M'ith- 
out  oppofitipn. 

Sir  William  Howk  adopted  a  line  of 
conduft  fomewhat  fimilar,  but  more  moderate. 
He  complained  of  the  difregard  of  his  recom- 
mendations, the  reftraints  impofed  on  his  ex- 
ertions in  America,  and  the  iiegleft  of  ftipply- 
ing  him  with  inftru6)^ions.  He  exculpated 
from  thefe  ccnfures  lord  North,  but  laid  ac- 
cumulated blame  on  lord  George  Gennaine, 
under  whofe  conduft  he  wasfure  the  Mar  would 
never  be  advantageoufly  conducted.  He  alfo 
obtained,  by  a  motion,  copies  of  all  letters 
between  him  and  the  fecretary  of  flate  for 
America,  during  the  period  of  his  command. 

The  houfe  being  fonned  into  a  committee 
on  the  American  war,  Sir  William  Howe  entered 
into  a  long  defence,  tracing  every  important 
flep  he  had  taken,  and  endeavouring  to  fhew 
that  he  had  never  been  remifs  in  his  endeavours. 


«  Set  Walhington's  Letterti  voLii.  p.  sSj* 
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rarely  wrong  in  his  judgment ;  and  if,  on  fonie  c  W  A  P.^ 
occaiions,  he  had  failed  to  realife  the  fanguine    ?P^^^' 
hopes  of  the  country,  he  had  executed  as  ni*ich    ^"^TT^f 
as  could  be  reafonably  expefte<l,  and  had  been 
reftrained  by  political  reafons,  which  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  difclofe,  from  profecuting' 
fomc  of  his  victories  to  the  greateft  advantage. 
In  conclufion,  he  propofed  to  examine  witnelles 
in  fupport  of  his  oblervations. 

Although  the  miniftry  had  not  objefted 
to  the  delicacy  of  fentiment,  M-hich  induced 
the  general  to  prefs  on  the  houfe  a  vindication 
of  his  conduft,  they  could  not  regard  Avith 
indifference  an  attempt  to  eftabliih  by  evi- 
dence, fafts  gratuitoully  ftated ;  fads,  which  if 
defignedto  exculpate  the  general,  were  only 
heard  through  complaifance,  as  no  criminatory 
motion  or  proceeding  exifted ;  or  if  intended, 
to  fubjeft  the  miniftry  to  cenfure,  ought  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  fpecific  charge.  The  mo- 
tion for  receiving  evidence,  after  many  efforts 
at  amendment,  was  negatived;  but  as  the' 3d  May. 
committee  was  not  formally  diflblved,  and 
great  obloquy  was  thrown  on  adminittralion 
for  appearing  to  evade  inquiry,  it  was  after- 
Avards  fuffered  to  pafs. 

The  examinations  were  defigned  not  merely  E/idence 
to  eludicatethc  conduftof  general  Howe,  but  *«*"'»"*'*• 
to  eflablifli  enlarged  principles  relative  to  the 
future  events  of  the  war.  They  tended  to 
prove  that  the  force  employed  in  America,  was 
at  no  time  adequate  to  the  fubjugation  of  the 
country ;  nor,  indeed,  could  any  other  force 
prove  fuccefsful,  while  the  inhabitants  were 
averfe  to  the  Britiih  government.  From  this 
circumftance,  and  the  nature  of  the  country, 
covered  with  wood,  and  interfered  with  ravines; 
the  troops  could  not  a6l  at  any  confiderahte 

L  4  diftance 
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CHrA  Pr^  diftance  fVom  the  fleet,  and  their  operatioQS 

^2^   ^^^^  accordingly  flow,  and  fubjeft  to  mterrup- 

^77^  tion.     General  Howe's  conduct  was  ftrenuoufly 

defended;  and  feveral  officers,  particularly  lord 

Cornwallis  and  general  Grey,   fpoke  in   the 

higheft  terms  of  the  perfonal  affeftion  with 

which  he  was  regarded  by  the  whole  army. 

13th  May.      From  the  unexpeSed  latitude  which  thcfe 

Evidence      examinations  had  affumed,  the  miniftry  found 

ordered,      tliemfelvcs  under  the  neceffity  sf  appealing  to 

counter-evidence  to  difprove  fonie  of  the  ftate- 

ments.     Accordingly,  Mr.  de  Grey  moved  for 

a  fummons  direding  the  attendance  of  ten  wit- 

nefies,  M'hich  occafioned  violent  exclamations 

Qn  the  part  of  oppofition.     Burke  decried  tlie 

proceeding  as  irregular  and  unfair ;  miniftera, 

he  faid,  affeded  to  applaud  the  military  condu6b 

of  Sir  William  Howe,  and  now,  by  a  lide-wind, 

in  a  late  ftage  of  the  examination,  endeavoured 

to  invalidate  and  defeat  evidence  which  they 

could  not  pretend  to  diftelieve.     Againft  this 

mode  of  aigument  the  former  declarations  of 

the  fame  party  were  fuccefsfuUy  urged  ;  they 

had  begged  only  for  inquiry ;    if  the  inquiry 

proved  merely  ex  parte,  that  would  be  the  fault 

of  adminiftration;  they  might  call  evidence  in 

their  own  defence,  if  they  deemed  it  neceflary ; 

but  now,  thefe  improper  objediions  were  raifed. 

The  American  fecretary  declared  he  had  no 

difpofition  to  accufe  general  Howe;   he  prin* 

cipally  defired  evidence  to  difprove  the  fUte* 

ment,  that  America  was  almolt  unanimous  in 

refiftins^  the  claims  of  Great  Britain.      Fox, 

triumphing  in   the  apparent  ftrength  of  tlie 

teftimony  already  given,  coutemptuoufly  re- 

cemnaemled  that  no  oppofition  ihould  be  made 

\o  the  produQ:ion  of  further  information,  from 

every  quarter,  and  through  ever  channel;  but 

•  u.;.      3  Burkt 
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Burke  wotild  not  acquiefce,  and  when  the  names  chap. 
of  the  parties  intended  for  examination  were  •  ^^^ 
'  read,  reviled  them  as  refugees,  and  cuftoni-houfe     S77t* 
officers.     The  motion  was,  however,  agreed  to 
without  a  divifion. 

During  this  interval,  general  Burgoyne  pro-  »«*  Maf 
ceedcd  in  the  examination  of  his  witnefles ;  b^'?'"* 
they  uniformly  proved,  that  in  his  unfortu-  ffi7nc*t 
nate  expedition,  he  had  a6ted  with  uniform  •^^'c?** 
hravery  and  flcill,  and  endeared  himfelf  to  his 
whole  army.    Thefe  fafts  were  never  denied, 
and  theren>re  no  endeavour  was  made  to  im- 
peach them. 

Thz  counter-evidence  on  SirWitliam  Howe*s  Jf^  !"»«• 
inquiry,   aflerted    that  the  Americans   were  cvWence* 
by  no  means  unanimous  in  their  oppofition  reTpeaing 
to  the  Britiih  government,  and  nothing  but  uiJin^i^ 
the  moil  egregious  negle6l  in  the  commander 
in  chief,  could  have  enabled  congrefs  to  retain 
a  iins^le  adherent.    The  force  placed  at  his 
difpo^al  was  fully  fufficient  to  effeft  the  real 
purpofe  of  his  miffion,  which  was  not  the  con- 
queft  of  America,  but  the  grant  of  protedion 
to  thofe  who  would  join  the  Britifh  force;  and 
under  fuch  circumftances,  the  ftrength  of  the 
country  was  not  lefs  favourable  to  the  Engliih 
tlian  to  the  American  general,      Mr.  Jofeph 
Galloway,*  one  of  the  two  witneffes  examined, 
was   extremely  fevere  in  his  cenfures  of  Sir 
William  Howe. 

The  general  exprefled  great  difapprobation  hAJuiw^ 
at  the  effea  of  this  teftiraony,   which  bjr  giv-  ^»*'^»*» 
ing  undue  weight  to  the  opinions   ot  indi- 
viduals, was  calculated  to  injure  his  character 
with  the  public ;  he  tlicrcfore  required  penmf- 

»  Late  fpeaker  of  thePeofylTamaii  aflambly,  and  author  of  Imitl 
able  and  well-writtea  pampUau  oft  the  A)bj«{t  «f  tht  Aouricaa 
var» 

lion 
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CKAP.  fion  to  call  new  evidence.    This  propofition  was 
^^^.J   ftrongly  refifted,  the  intent  of  the  examination 
J779.     being  not  to  affe6t  the  general,  whom  no  man 
had  accufed,  but  to  clear  the  condu6l  of  ad- 
miniftration,  .which  he  had  loudly  cenfured. 
»9th.        At  his   requeft,  however,  Mr.  Galloway  was 
direfted  to  attend  again  for  crofs-examination; 
but  on  the  day  appointed,  the  general  was  not 
in  the  houfe,  and  after  waiting  fome  time,  Mr. 
^^™«««  R.  Whitworth  moved  to  adjourn.     Both  par- 
%Q±!\       **^^  were  now  \vearied  and  dilgufted  ;  the  oppo- 
iition,  the  firft  movers  fn  the  bufinefs,  were 
convinced   it  could  not  tend  to  the  advan- 
tage they  expc61ed,  and  adminiftration  having 
only  meant  to  exculpate  themfelves,  had  no 
longer  any  objeft  to  purfue  ;    the  motion  was 
therefore  carried  without  debate ;    and  thus 
the  committee  expired,  without  forming  any 
relblutien.     The  next  day  general  Howe  com- 
plained of  furprife,  he  attended  the  houfe,  he 
laid,  at  four  o'clock,  not  expefting  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  the  committee  at  fo  early  an  hour ;  he 
had  no  intention  of  putting  further  queftions 
to  Mr.  Galloway,  but  meant  to  have  preffed 
his  former  requeft  for  the  examination  of  new 
witneflTcs.     A  debate  of  fome  acrimony  enfued, 
in  confequence  of  a  peremptory  demand,  from 
both  Sir  William  and  lord  Howe,  of  an  exprefs 
ftatement,  Avhether  the  conduft  of  the  general 
furnifhed  caufe  of  crimination :    the  minifters 
refufed  a  reply,  but  did  not  difavowthe  fpeech 
of  earl  Nugent,  who  declared  that  no  charge 
was  ever  intended ;  thp  general  and  his  bro- 
ther had  the  approbation  of  their  fovereign ; 
ho  confidence  was  withdrawn,  and,  if  oflfered, 
their  ferviccs  would  be  accepted. 
i6th  Dec,       Aj^  objetl  of  confiderationno  lefs  important 
Afflirl'of  and  embarraffing,  prefcnted  itfelf  to  the  confix 
Ireland  deration 

difcuflsd. 
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deration  of  parliament,  when  earl  Nugent,  ear-  chai>, 
ly  in  the  feffion,  drew  a  deplorable  picture  of   xxxv. 
the  calamites  and  dilirefles  of  the  lower  clafs      1779!^ 
of  people  in  Ireland,  and  lord  Newhaven  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for   a  bill, 
allowing  a  general  exportation  from  that  coun- 
try of  all  merchandizes  except  NvooUcns.     The 
prohibition  of  commerce   with  America,   he 
laid,  had  driven  the  manufafturers  and  labour- 
ers to  unexampled  diftrefs,  lowered  tlie  value 
of  lands,  prevented  the  payment  of  rents,  and 
endangered  the  exiftence  of  tl;e  fifler  kingdom. 

Pursuing  his  original  plan,  earl  Nugent  igthjw. 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  the 
eftablilhment  of  a  cotton  manufaftory  in  Ire- 
land, with  leave  of  export  to  Great  Britain, 
and  of  an  open  trade    in  that  branch  with 
America,  the  Weft  India  iflands,  and  Africa. 
A  committee  was  afterwards  formed  on  the  lothMar, 
motion  of  lord  Newhaven,  for  taking   into 
confideration  the  a6ls  of  parliament  relating. 
to  the  importation  of  fugars  to  Ireland ;  but 
no  effeftual  progrefs  was  made.     The  intended  i«th. 
relief  was  counterafted  by  the  oppofition  of  ^J^^*' 
many  mercantile  and   manufaduring  towns,  granted. 
and  eventually  amounted  only  to  a  pecuniaiy 
grant,  in  conlequence  of  a  royal  melfage,  and 
'  two  afts  for  encouraging  the  growth  of  tobacco 
and  hemp,  and  the  manufacture  of  linen. 

The  merchants  of  Dublin  expreflcd  indigna-  ifith  Apr. 
tion  at   "  the  unjuft,  illiberal,  and  impolitic  Sf^f  ^ 
oppofition  of  felf-interefted  people  in  Great  infli. 
Britain,  to  the  encouragement  of  their  com- 
merce.    Such  oppofition  originated  in  avarice 
and  ingratitude  ;  and  they   refolved,  neither 
direftly  nor  indirectly,  to  import  or  ufe  any  Non-im- 
Britilh  goods,  which   could    be  produced  or  J^^"^" 
mattufafturcd-m  Ireland,  till  an  enlightened  mcnt. 

and 
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and  jufi  policy  ihould  appear  to  aduate  thofe 
who  had  taken  fo  aSive  a  part  in  oppofing  the 
regulations  in  favour  of  the  trade  of  Ireland/* 
This  example  was  followed  by  feveral  counties 
find  towns,  particularly  Cork,  Kilkenny,  Wick- 
low,  and  Hofcommon. 

A  MOBK  eiFeAive  meafure  than  the  vote  of 
an  afi'embly  at  Dublin,  was  the  efiablifliment 
of  armed  corps  of  volunteers,  which  now  be- 
gan to  prevail  throughout  the  country,  A 
rumour  of  French  invafion,  and  the  diminution 
of  tlie  national  force  by  drafts  for  Americau 
fcrvice,  furnifljed  a  motive  for  thefe  aflbciations, 
which  were  countenanced  by  the  moft  eminent 
charaftei-s,  and  armed,  difciplined,  and  ac- 
coutred at  their  own  expence.  Government 
knew  not  how  to  regulate  the  conduft  of  the  af- 
fociated  bodies,  but  furveyed  them  with  alarm, 
as  a  new  power  introduced  into  a  community^ 
already  fufficiently  difficult  to  govern- 

When  the  houfe  of  commons  had  ceafed  to 
difcufs  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham  ijitroduced  the  fubjeft  in  the 
lords,  by  moving  an  addrefs  for  fuch  documents 
relative  to  the  trade  of  Ireland,  as  would  enable 
the  national  wifdom  to  purine  effedual  roea- 
fures  foi-  promoting  the  common  ftrength, 
wealth,  and  coiYimerce  of  both  kingdoms.  He 
reviewed,  with  general  difapprobation,  the  con* 
duft  of  the  revenue,  trade,  and  government, 
both  civil  and  military,  fmce  1755;  and  in- 
veighed againft  the  miniftry  for  fuffering  the 
late  military  affociatipns;  the  neceflity  for  them 
ihould  have  been  prevented,  or  the  people 
fliould  have  been  legally  commiflioned  and  en- 
abled to  take  arms.  Such  affociations  would 
probably  repd  invafion,  but  the  fame  fpirit 
mio-ht  be  exuted  in  refilling  oppreffion  and  in- 

^  juftice. 
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Jufiice.    Tlic  addrefs  was  agreed  to^  but  al-   chap. 
though  two  fubfeauent  debates  arofe,  no  effec-    1^^\ 
tualmeafure  was  adopted ;  the  miniftry,  however,      t^^ 
Altered  into  an  implied  agreement  to  prepare,  l^^^ 
during  the  receft,  a  fatisfaftory  plan  of  relief.      jUne! 

A  bill  brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons  by  toth  Mim 
Mr.  Frederick  Montague,  in  confequence  of  a  Rdirfaf- 
motion  by  Sir  Henry  Houghton,  for  further  re-  pr^^^i 
lief  of  Proteftant  diflenting  minifters  andfchool-  diflentm. 
mafters,  palled  after  feveral  debates,  in  which  **'^  ^' 
the  nature  of  religious  liberty,  and  principles 
of  toleration,  were  ampty  difcuU'ed.  The  quef- 
tion  was  fairly  and  ably  argued,  and  extremes 
were  avoided  in  the  decifion,  though  advanced 
in  debate.  Wilkes  reprobated  every  fpecies  of 
religious  reftraint,  and  Dunning  argued  againft 
the  only  reftriftion  the  bill  yet  contained,  that 
of  requiring  perfons  who  preached  in  public,  or 
undertook  the  education  of  youth,  to  declare 
their  belief  !n  the  doftrinesof  Chriftianity,  as 
eftablilhed  by  the  holy  fcriptures.  He  con- 
tended that  even  fuch  a  teft  might  be  produc- 
tive' of  evil ;  for  thofe  who  could  not  fign  it 
would  be  liable  to  the  penal  ftatutes  ftill  in 
force ;  and  if  one  fingle  profecution  arofe,  in- 
ftead  of  being  a  bill  for  relief,  it  Avould  be  an 
act  of  oppreilion.  Sir  William  Bagot,  Sir  Ro- 
ger Newdigate,  and  a  few  others,  oppofed  the 
general  principle  of  the  bill  as  injurious  to  the 
cfiablilhcd  religion ;  lord  North  commended 
its  tolerating  principle  as  perfeftly  confiftent 
with  the  fpiritof  the  times,  and  the  difpolitioii 
of  the  whole  bench  of  l^iiliops ;  the  tell  pro- 
pofed  was  fuch  as  no  Chriltian  and  Proteftant 
diflenter  could  refufe  to  fjgn.  As  to  dejfts> 
and  perfons  denying  the  Trinity,  or  profelfrng; 
other  Angular  religious  opinions,  not  being 
either  Cbrifti^ns  or  Proteftants/the  bill  had  no- 
thing 
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CHAP,  thing  to  do  with  them ;   but  if  tlie  ftatc  could 
XXXV.   x^Qi  regulate,  it  had  a  right  to  guard  againft 
2779.     authorizing  men  to  teach  fuch  notions.     No 
report  is  picfcrved  of  any  debate  in  tlie  houfe 
of  lords. 
i6th  June.      At  a  late  period  of  the  feffion,  when   no 
Kupiuie     further  bufinels  was  expected,  lord  North  in* 
rnuuuaced.  fo^'i^cd   the  houfe   of   commons,   that  count 
'  d  'Almodovar,  the  Spanilh  embaflador,  had  with- 
drawn from  Loudon,  after  deUvering  to  the 
fecretary  of  ftate  a  manifefto,  which,  v-ith  a 
meflTagc  from  tlie  king,  Mould  be  delivered  to 
parliament  on  the  morrow.     This  infonnation 
occationcd   feveral    animated  philippics  from 
oppofition,  decrying  the  ignorance  and  delufion 
of  miniftcrs,  and  threatening  exemplary  punilh- 
nient.     A  motion  by  Burke  for  a  committee 
on  the  ftate  of  the  nation  was,  hoAvever,  at  the 
hiftancc  oi'  his  own  friends,  withdrawn. 
,.^^,,  Tii  E  king's  meflage  declared  an  uniform  and 

King's  finccre  defirc  to  cultivate  peace  and  friendly 
rncihge.  intercourfe  with  the  court  of  Spain ;  good  faith^ 
honour,  and  jultice  alone  had  guided  his  con- 
duct, and  he  law  with  furprife  the  grievances 
alleged  in  juftification  01  intended  hollility, 
all  which  were  mifreprefented,  or  had  never 
before  been  imparted.  He  relied  therefore  on 
the  zeal  and  fpirit  of  parliament,  for  means  to 
defeat  the  enterprizes  of  his  enemies,  againft 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  rights  and  iu- 
tercfts  of  the  nation. 
Addreffes.  In  the  houfe  of  commons  the  addrefs  was 
imanimoufly  acceded  to,  but  lord  John  Caven- 
difli  inefFcL^tually  moved  a  fecond  addrefs,  re- 
quiring the  king  to  colled  his  fleets  and 
armies,  and  to  exert  the  M^hole  force  of  the 
kingdom  againft  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.*" 

^  Loft  by  156  to&o. 
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In  the  upper  houfe,  the  earl  of  Abingdon  chap., 
declared  he  would  never  aflent  to  any  fuch    xxxv, 
addrefs  ;    but  would,  though  fingle,  divide  the      ,77^ 
houfe,  till  the  grievances  of  the  people  were  Amcnd- 
redreffed   by  the  expulfion  of   the  minilters,  J^^"*^ 
who  had  wantonly,  openly,  and  in  defiance  of 
the  majefty  of  the  people  of  England,  not  only 
broken  down  the  fences  of  the  conftitution^ 
but  had  now  left  the  country  expofed  to  ravage, 
and  threatened  with  deftruAion.     He  moved  an 
amendment,  praying  for  a  change  of  fyftem, 
which  was  neceffary  to  unite  the  people,  and 
preferve  the  empire, 

Althouou  the  duke  of  Richmond  requcfied 
him  to  withdraw  this  motion,  lord  Abingdon 
perfifted  in  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe,  by 
whom  it  was  rejefted/  The  duke  then  pror 
pofed  a  fccond  amendment,  not  materially  diffe- 
rent in  fubftance,  though  better  arranged,  which 
he  fupported  by  a  long  fpeech,  decrying  tlic 
conduft  of  adminiftration,  as  tending  to  create 
civil  M'ar  in  every  part  of  the  liriti/li  dominious. 
He  was  ably  fuftained  by  lord  Shelburne.  The 
miniftry  did  not  enter  into  the  wide  field  of 
argument  to  which  they  were  challenged,  but 
contented  themfelves  with  anfwering  a  few 
perfonal  rcHeftions,  and  with  brief  remarks  on 
the  occafion  oFtlie  mcHage.  The  duke,  in  reply, 
declared  the  real  aim  ot  his  amendment  to  be 
the  withdrawing  of  the  troops  from  America, 
for  the  protection  of  Great  Britain.  His  mo- 
tion was  loft/  but  a  long  proteft  was  fubfcribed  Proteft. 
by  twenty  peers. 

One  of  the  meafures  propofed  by  adminif-  »ift  June 
tr^tion,  for  efficacious  defence  in  the  approach-  ^^j^*^** 
ing  crifis,  was  a  bill  for  increaCng  the  militia 

«  61  to  »3»  *  57  to  12. 
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CHAP,  to  a  number  not  exceeding  its  prefent  amount 
JJ^°^-  doubled,  and  enabling  individuals  to  raife  loyal 
1779*  corps*  This  bill  was  combated  in  all  its  ftages, 
as  indicative  of  national  weaknefs,  oppreffive  to 
the  country,  and  imprafticable*  The  minifter 
declared  it  was  not  his  wifh  to  purfue  the 
meafure  with  obftinacy ;  but  fubmitted  it  to 
the  judgment  of  the  houfe.  During  the  pro- 
greft  of  the  bill,  a  motion  was  made  by  Sir 
Grey  Cooper,  for  limiting  the  number  of  mi- 
litia incorporated  by  ballot,  to  fifteen  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-four;  and  the  com- 
pliance of  the  minifter,  was  only  prevented  by 
the  remonftrances  of  his  friends,  that  fuch  a 
dereliftion  of  his  original  plan,  would  be  a 
triumph  to  his  opponents,  already  too  apt  to 
ftigmatize  his  want  of  firmnefs.  The  bill  paffed 
the  houfe  of  commons,  according  to  the  ori- 
ginal projeft,  but  in  the  houfe* of  lords,  the 
Altered^  ^^^^^^  enabling  the  kine  to  double  the  militia 
theknlt.^  was  rejedcd  by  a  confiderable  majority.* 
^  July.  ^^  '^  being  returned  in  this  ftate  to  the 
Paflbm  houfe  of  commons,  the  minifter  was  iharply 
upbraided  for  the  want  of  unanimity  in  the  ca- 
binet, while  he  fo  couftantly  recommended  una- 
nimity to  the  houfe.  He  defended  himfelf  with 
great  ability,  obferving,  that  as  minifter  of  the 
oufe  of  commons,  he  had  not  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary,  before  he  introduced  the  meafure,  to 
confult  thofe,  ivho  not  being  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  liad  no  conftituents  to  fupport  the 
burthen  ;  but  when  the  members  of  the  upper 
houfe,  v/ho  were  lords  lieutenants  of  counties, 
took  the  proportion  into  their  confideration, 
they  rejefted  it  as  impradi cable.  Although 
he  did  not  agree  in  their  judgment,  he  could 
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not  coiitroul  it ;  his  owu  experience  in  the  county  CHAP, 
where  he  was  lord  lieutenant,  induced  him  to  re-  ^2i^*l/ 
commend  the  meafure ;  but  his  experience  could     '77f  • 
not  regulate  the  opinion  of  the  peers.     What 
remained  of  the  bill  was  highly  important  to 
the  public  fervice,  and,  waving  every  conlide- 
ration  of  pride,  he  was  willing  to  accept  the 
power  of  augmenting  the  national  force  by 
volunteer  corps,  even  as  ''  crumbs  falling  from 
the  table  of  their  lordlhips." 

The  houfe  was  twice  divided,  in  confequence 
of  attempts  to  rejcft  the  bill,  as  a  money-bill, 
iinconftitutionally  amended  by  the  lords^  but 
thefe  efforts  were  ineffectual/ 

At  a  late  hour  in  the  night,  after  the  debate  y^  J'*"^- 
on  the  militia,  Wedderbiirne  moved  to  bring  anuUing 
in  a  bill  for  removing  difficulties  in  manning  proicaiont 
the  navy,  by  refuming  prote6tions  granted  to  *^  ^»""«n- 
certain  defcriptions  of  feamen,  watermen  and 
their  apprentices,  and  by  depriving  of  their 
right  to  a  habeas  corpus,  all  perfons  of  thofe 
claffes  who  had  been  impreffed  fince  the  day 
when  the  royal  meffage  refpe6ling  Spain  was 
delivered  to  the  houfe.     His  motive  for  mak- 
ing this  motion  at  fo  late  an  hour,  was  that  the 
effeft  might  not  be  prevented  by  difclofure, 
and  that  an  ample  fupply  of  feamen  might, 
without  impediment,  be  obtained  for  the  grand 
fleet     The  principle  of  the  bill  did  not  efcape 
fevere  animadverfion,  as  a  violation  of  thofe 
rights  of  proteftion,  which  were  not  lefs  facred, 
defined,  and  inviolate  than  thofe  by  which  life 
and  property  were  enjoyed ;  and  the  manner 
and  time  of  introducing  the  meafure  were 
inveighed  againft  as  pitiful,  fneaking  and  trea- 

f  The  nambert  were,  on  the  firft  63  to  45  s   on  the  fecon^  ^ 
to  13. 

•     VOL.  III.  M  cherous, 
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CHAP,  chcrous,  like    a  mid-night  irruption    into-  ft 
^^^   dwelling-houfe  for  the  purpofe    of  plunder, 
»779-      but  with  a  determination  to  commit  murder 
«9th  Tunc,  ^ath^r  than  abandon  the  fi>oil.     The  bill,  liow- 
Protetts/'  ever,  paffed  both  houfes,  after  violent  debates  ; 
a  protcft  was  entered  againft  the  refufal  to  adopt 
fome  propofed  amendments,  figned   by  four- 
teen, and  another  againft  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  2i&j  figned  by  four  peers, 
3*  jvijy.         Th  k  feffion  was  concluded  by  a  fpeech  from 
Tcrmma-    ^|^^  throuc,  thanking;  parliament  for  their  zeal 

f  ion  ox  the   ,  ^   ^  /.I         ^   ^  11- 

fcflion        irt  fupport  or  the  war,  and  their  attention  to 
Ireland ;    the  king's  paternal  afFeftion  for  all 
liis  people,  making;  him  Angularly  anxious  for 
thenappinefs  aiid  profperity  of  every  part  of 
his  dominions.    The  events  of  the  war  had 
not  afforded  France  any  juft  caufe  to  triumph 
in  the  confeijuences  of  perfidy;  and  whatever 
colour  Spain  might  endeavour  to  put  on  her 
proceedings,  his  majefty  was  confcious  of  hav- 
ing tio  caufe  for  felf-reproach ;  he  exulted  in 
the  demonftrations  of  loyalty   and    affeftioft 
difplayed  in  parliament,  and  confidered  it  a 
happy  omen  of  fuccefs  in  arms,  that  the  increafe 
of  difficulties  ferved   only    to    augment  the 
courage  and  cdnftancy  of  the  nation. 
Rifc^md         From    the  moment    that    hoftilities    with 
thcd^^* °^  France  became  apparent,  many  politicians  fan-^ 
^ith  Spain,  guuicly  predifteci  that  Spain  would  interfere  : 
on  general  principles,  this  fuppofition  M'as  far 
from  felf  evident,  and  the  particular  circum- 
fiances  of  the  cafe  warranted  a  contrary  coir- 
clufion.     If  the  probability  of  war  was  fatic- 
tioned  by  the  family  compaft,  and  the  natural 
difpofition  of  Spain  to  concur  in  humbling  the 
pride  and  diminilhing  the  profperity  of  Great 
Britain,  the  nature  of  the  American  conteft 
afforded  too  many  alarming  topics  of  appli- 
^»  catiou 
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cation  to  permit  the  fuppofition  that  l^in  chap. 
would  readily  engage  in  the  caufe.  SS^j 

Th  e  treaty  between  France  and  America  was     i77«. 
fo  fuddenly  concluded,  ^that  Spain  could  not  be 
confulted,   and  therefore,  at  the  beginning  of 
hoftiiities,  the  court  of  Madrid,  without  affeft- 
^^S  ^J^^^fy  France,  was  anxious  to  reftore 
tranquillity,   and  voluntarily  offered  her  me- 
diation.    The  marquis  d'Almadovar,  who  de-  17*  !«««» 
livered  his  credentials  as    embaflador   to  the     '^^*' 
court   of  London   after  the  capture  of  the 
French  frigates  by  admiral  Keppel,  gave  the 
ftrongeft  affurances  of  his  catholic  majefty's 
defire  to   promote  harmony,   and  cement  the 
union  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  by  all 

Eoper  ties.  The  embaflador  obferved,  that  he 
\d  received  his  inftrudions  anterior  to  the  late 
tranfadions  of  the  Britiih  fleet,  but  had  no  rea- 
ion  to  believe  that  event  would  change  the 
diipoiition  of  his  court.  France,  neverthelefs, 
conMently  with  her  ufual  policy,  aflTiduoufly 
circulated  reports  that  Spain  would  accede  to 
the  treaty  with  America,  and  had  authorifed 
M.  d'Arandato  complete  the  tranfa^idn.^ 

At  feveral  conferences  with  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  the  Spanifh  embaffador  urged  the  folici- 
tude  of  hiti  royal  mailer  to  aft  as  mediator  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  and  preflTed 
for  fome  propofal  from  the  Britifti  court,  in- 
finuating  that  the  intended  good  offices  w^re 
neglefted.  Lord  Weymouth  acquitted  himfetf 
of  this  charge  by  obferving  that  Spain  had  not 
propof<?d  to  mediate,  but  merely  profelfed  an 
inclination  to  receive  an  application  from  either 
power.    Although  France  had  offered  an  un- 

s  Letter  from  lord  Weymouth  to  lord  Gnntham,  iift  July* 

M  a  expiated 
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QHAP.  expiated  infult  to  Great  Britain,  ftill  his  ma- 

^^  jefty  was  earneftly  defirous  of  peace,  but  could 
>778.  not,  confifteiitly  with  the  dignity  of  his  crown, 
•  iblicit  the  interference  of  a  foreign  court,  till 
the  views  and  intentions  of  France,  theaggref- 
Ibr,  were  known.  Thefe  converfations  were 
far  from  iinprefling  a  notion  that  Spain  fought 
a  quarrel,  on  the  contrary,  one  of  the  fubje6ls 
difculfcd  was  the  means  of  forming  a  more  in- 
timate commercial  connexion.** 

iSihScpt.  In  comphance  with  the  intimation  of  lord 
Weymouth,  a  paper  was  delivered  on  the  part  of 
his  catholic  majcfty,  offering  to  commence  a 
negotiation  wherein  the  dignity  of  neither 
crown  Ihould  feem  affefled  by  making  the  firll 
advance,  and  therefore  proj)ofed  that  each 
court  fliould  remit  to  ISladrid  a  ftate  of  its 
views  and  expeflations,  the  king  of  Spain  pro- 
pofing  to  communicate  to  each  the  propofition 

^riii  oa,  of  the  other.  The  anfwer  of  the  Britiih  court 
was  comprized  in  a  fingle  article :  ''  Whenever 
France  ihould  withdraM^  all  ailiftance  and  fup- 
port  from  America,  notwilhftanding  the  unpro-^ 
voked  aggrelVion,  the  king  would  be  ready  to 
reftore  peace,  and  re-eftal)lifli  amity  and  har- 
mony." France  demanded  that  the  king  iliould 
acknowledge  theabfolute  independence  of  the 
thirteeH  provinces,  cede  all  their  territories  in 
his  poflelfion,  and  withdraw  all  his  forces.  When 
thcfc  preliminaries  were  complied  with,  France 
propofed  to  fettle  and  explain  various,  points  in 
former  treaties,  the  previous  difcuflionofwhich- 
would  be  ufelefs  and  difficult. 

i^thNoy.  '  I^'  imparting  this  propofal  the  king  of  Spain 
hoped,  notwithftanding  the  wide  difference 
between  the  fentiments  of  Great  Britain  and 

b  Letter  from  lord  WeymouUt  tu  lord  CrsintbAiB>  x  1th  Septex^befs 
i77t. 

-/-  -  France, 
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France,  to  find  means  of  «id}iiftnient,  and  in  a  chap. 
fubfequent  difpatch  requefted  a  revifion  of  the  y^i^' 
article  propofed   by  the  Britifh  court,  and  the     «77«i 
adoption  of  fome  expedient  or  temperament,  ^^     ^^' 
more  adapted  to  reconciliation.  This  the  Britiili  19th  l^ec. 
miniftry  unaninioufly  rejeftcd.     France,  they 
obferved,  manifefted  no  defire  of  peace,  but,  by 
infiftingon  the  independence  of  America,  fought 
only  to  perfect  the  blow  Ihe  had  attempted  to 
ftrike. 

BoTiKCourtsperfifting  in  their, original  fenti-  a'*  Jan. 
ments,  tlie  king  of  Spain,  as  an  accommodating  ^^^^* 
expedient,  propofed  three  plans  :  Firft,  a  truce 
with  the  colonies  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years, 
during  wliich  a  peace  might  be  negotiated,  and 
in  the  meantime  the  points  in  difpute  between 
the  courts  of  London  and  Verfailles  might  alfo 
be  adjufted.  Secondly,  a  truce  with  France, 
including  the  colonies.  Thirdly,  an  indefinite 
truce  with  the  colonies  and  France,  which  yet 
lliould  not  terminate  without  a  year's  previous 
notice,  during  which  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  three  parties  might  meet  in  congrefs,  with  a 
I  fourth  from  the  court  of  Madrid  to  mediate. 
Such  a  convention  might  be  iigned  by  the  Ame- 
rican deputies  at  Vds\%fubfpe  rati^  the  French 
court  employ  its  good  offices  to  obtain  the  rati- 
fication; and  the  crowns  of  Spain  and  France 
guarantee  the  ftipulations.  In  the  meantime  the 
colonies  were  to  trade  freely  with  all  the  world, 
and  maintain  independence  dtfad,o\  fuch  as  it 
wasfuppofed  the  king's  commiflioners  had  power 
to  ofl:*er  them ;  the  Britiih  forces  were  to  be 
withdrawn,  or  at  lead  much  reduced,  and  their 
communications  with  the  country  regulated- 

In  a  long  and  well  compofed  anfwer  to  this  i6thMar. 
propofition,  the  Britifh  miniftry  reviewed  the 
whole  conidu6l  and  pretenfioiis  of  France,  ex- 

M  3  pofed^ 
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CH  AP.   pofed  the  perfidy  which  diftated  an  interferencij 
xxxv.    in  the  conteft,  tne  fallacy  of  tKe  pretences  ad- 
^  1779^     vanced  during  the  negotiation,  and  the  futility 
of  their  arguments,  when  they  alleged  their  ow« 
hofiilities  as  the  fource  of  their  apprehenfions, 
and  their  apprehenfions  as  tlie  fource  of  their 
hofiilities.     Confidering  the  plans  propofed  by 
Spain  as  fliortly  and  generally  ftalecl,  according 
to  the  nature  of  an  overture,  they  were  analyfed 
with  freedom,  and  the  confequences  accurately 
deduced.  The  grant  of  a  truce  for  five-and- 
twenty  or  thirty  years,  or  for  an  indefinite  term, 
not  to  be  determined  without  a  year's  notice,  ac- 
bompanied  with  an  evacuation  of  tlie  provinces 
(for  nothinglefs  could  meet  the  terms  propofed) 
and  a  free  trade,  would,  in  faft,  be  fo  effe6iual  a 
conceflion  of  independence,  that  nothing  could 
pre;i^ent  the  Americans  from  attaining  tbatilate, 
ihould  the  treaty  terminate  unfavourably.     It 
would  be  fuch  a  derelittion  of  all  right  of 
government,  fuch  afandion  of  all  pad  proceed- 
ings in  the  colonies,  as  would  reduce  his  ma- 
jefty's  faithful  fubjedts  to  the  condition  of  rebels, 
and  prevent  any  interference  on  their  behalf. 
.The  degradation  of  Great  Britain  would  alfo 
be  complete,  for  the  king  muft  treat  with  France 
for  inducing  the  colonies  to  accede;  the  Ame- 
lic^n  deputies  might  fign  thetreaty  /wi  /j^  ratty 
but  the  good  oflfices  of  France  muft  be  exerted 
to  procure  the  ratification.     After  renouncing, 
OF  rather  transferring    to  the   congrefs   and 
France,  for  fo  long  a  time,  the  allegiance  and 
loyalty  of  his  faithful  fiibje^is,  his  majefty  was 
to  treat  with  congrefs  for  the  furrender  of  their 
public  charaftef  and  government,   and  with 
France  for  her  concurrence  in  fnch  a  meafure; 
and  at  the  fame  time  for  her  peculiar  interefts, 
•       '  .  -  confifting 
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ceufitling  in  iinfperificd  demands.  Thefe,  what-    chap. 
ever  they  might  be,  muft  douhtlefs  be  adjuftet^  y^j^^!^ 
before  France  would  concur  in  diflTolving  thofe      »779- 
ftates  with  whom  /he  had  contrafled  alliance 
and  an^ity,  for  the  pnrpofe  of  obtainiiv^-  hef 
own  points;  but  as  llie  neither  f|)ecifie(l  her 
own  objefts,  nor  the  endeavours  fhe  would  ufe 
to  re-eftablifh  the  Britilh  conftitution  in  Ame- 
rica, the  acceptance  of  fuch  a  truce  could  only 
be  viewed   as  an  abfolute,    if  not  a  diftinft 
eeflion  of  all  rights  of  the  Britiili  crown  in  the 
thirteen  colonies,  under  the  additional  difad- 
vantage   of  making  it  to  the  French  rather 
than  to  the  Americans  themfclves. 

To  remove  all  doubts  from  the  mind  of  the 
king  of  Spain  refpefting  the  points  on  which 
he  might  employ  his  good  offices,  the  Briti/Ii 
miniftry  fuggefted  that  France  fliould  propofe 
her  grievances,  jealoufies,  or  demands.     Great 
firitain  would  then  give  an  anfwer  equally  ex- 
plicit ;  or,  a  truce  of  fufficient  duration  might 
be  made  between  Great  Britain  and  France,' 
for  the  adjuftment  of  their  rival  pretenfjons  by 
the  good  offices  of  his  catholic  majefty.     Ancl 
to  obviate  every  pretence  for  continuing  hof- 
tilities  on  the  fide  of  Nwth  America,  the  infur- 
gents  might  alfo  propofe  their  grievances,  and 
the  terms  of  fecurity  and  precaution  on  which 
legal  government  might  be  reftored.     Or  a 
truce  might  alfo  take  place  in  North  America, 
that  is,  a  real  truce,  an  aSual  fufpenfion  of  hof- 
tilitics,  during  which  the  liberty  and  property 
of  all  orders  and  defcriptions  of  men  might 
be  reftored  and  fecured,  and  every  violence  on 
their  perfons  and  eftates  wholly  intermitted  on 
each  fide.     During  fuch  truces  the  French 
minifters  would  be  at  liberty  to  treat  for  their 
own  feparate  concerns,  without  incurring  un- 

M  4  avoidable 
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CHAP,  avoidable  fufpicions,  by  mixing  their  own  pe- 

^^'    culiar  advantages  with  the  fuppofed  interefts 

1779'     of  thofe  pretended  allies,  and  his  majefty  might 

fettle  the  government  of  his  own  dominions 

without  the  appearance  of  receiving  terms  from 

an  enemy. 

3d  April.  On  the  bafis  of  this  propofition,  the  Spanifli 
minifter,  M.  de  Florida  Blanca,  fuggefted,  as 
th(?  heft  means  of  accommodation,  a  fufpenfion 
of  arms,  and  difarmament,  the  meeting  of  ple- 
nipotentiaries at  Madrid  for  the  adjuftmeut  of 
peace,  and  fcttlement  of  a  definitive  treaty, 
f  km  of  reftitutions,  and  arrangement  of  all 
caufes  of  complaint  between  Cireat  Britain  and 
France,  under  the  mediation  of  Spain.  A  reci- 
procal difarmament  and  fufpenfion  of  hofiilities 
wap  alfo  to  be  feparately  granted  to  America 
through  the  ilime  mediation,  and  American 
commifljoners  admitted  to  the  negotiation  ; 
the  truce  was  not  to  terminate  till  after  a  year's 
notice. 

4.tiiMay.  This  plan  was  delivered  as  the  ultimatum 
of  Spain;  but  as  it  was  founded  on  tlie  principles 
which  had  been  difclaimed,  the  Britifli  court " 
declared  it  inadmiflible :  acknowledging,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  benevolence  of  the  king  of 
Spain's  inlerpofition,  and  hbping,  that  Ihould 
Fmnce  be  difpofed  to  offer  lefs  imperious  and 
unequr.!  terms,  the  fame  good  oflices  would  be 
renewed. 

^ihMay.  In  a  private  letter  which  accompanied  the 
above  anfwer,  lord  Weymouth  ftated  to  the 
.  Britilli  embailador  his  alarms  at  the  articles  of 
the  ultimatum,  which  indicated  the  prevalence 
ot'  French  influence  in  the  councils  of  Spain, 
lie  had  hitherto  fuppreffed  the  fufpicions  which 
many  circumftances  tended  to  excite,  but  a 
full  explanation  was    now  neceifary.      Did 

Spain 
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Spain  wifh  and  infift  on  the  difmemberment  of.  chap. 
Great  Britain,   fo  earncftly  as  to   engage   in   32^^^ 
war  for  the  purpofe  of  cfietting  it  ?    or,  it  not,     *779« 
what  means  had  the  propofal  left  for  averting 
the  event  ? 

The  behaviour  of  M.  d'Almadovar  did  not  *9*^^y* 
juftify  the  apprehenfions  expretFed  in  this  dif-^ 
patch;  he  exprcfled  to  the  fccretary  of  ftate 
the  regret  of  the  catholic  king  in  Avithdrawing 
his  offered  mediation,  from  a  conviction  that 
it  could  be  attended  with  no  effect;  but  no- 
thing tranfpired  which  iliewed  a  propenfity  ta 
irritation  on  either  fide.  At  a  fubfequent  in-  nthjune^ 
terview,  the  Spaniih  embafiador  renewed  thefe 
expreffions,  lamented  that  all  the  propofitions 
of  Spain  were  rcfuled,  and  no  others  fubftitut- 
ed  ;  and  complained  of  the  words  '*  imperious 
and  unequal  tenns,'*  in  the  difpatch  of  the 
fourth  of  May,  as  hadh  ancl  unnecelfary.  The 
explanation  on  all  thefe  points  was  full  and 
fatisfaftory  :  The  king  had  been  precluded 
from  offering  terms  of  pacification,  becaufe  the 
propofitions  made  by  France  tended  merely  to 
fecure  the  independence  of  the  colonies  by 
dhc6t  means,  or  the  intermediate  effect  of  a 
truce.  The  wx)rds  which  were  complained  of 
obvioufly  referred  to  France  only,  and  not  ia 
the  moft  diftant  manner  to  Spain.  By  M. 
d'Almadovar's  defire,  lord  Grantham  was  di- 
reded  to  convey,  through  M.  de  Florida  Blanca, 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  the  ardent  wiih  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  for  the  re-eflabHfliment  of 
peace,  whenever  it  could  be  effefted  confif- 
tently  with  the  regards  due  to  his  crown 
.and  people;  his  fincere  fenfe  of  the  friendly 
part  taken  by  his  catholic  majefty,  and  his 
regret  at  the  temporary  failure  of  his  efforts. 
If  France  had  made  demands  immediately  con- 

nqdted 
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CHAP,    ncftcd  with  her  own  i nt ercft,  and  thofe  <ffc- 
xxxy.    mands  had  been  countenanced  by  the  wifhes 
^X^^    of  Spain,  the  king  would  have  fhe^m,  by  hisr 
compliance,  his  deiire  of  peace,  and  regard  for 
fo  refpeftable  an  interference,  but  the  commu- 
Bications  of  the  French  court  having  been 
confined  to  the  interefts  of  the  rebellious  colo- 
nies, vrith  whom,  in  juftice,  they  ought  not  to 
Iiave  had  any  conne6^ion,  the  kin^  could  not 
-  fencw  pacific  propofitions :   yet  if  any  were 
made  by  his  catholic  majefty,*  they  would  be 
received  with  the  utmoft  regard,  and  examined 
with  candour  and  attention.    The  re-eftablifh- 
inent   of    peace,  however  defirable  in  itfelf, 
would  receive  additional  value  if  cfFefted  by 
the  mediation  of  Spain,  as  it  would  tend  more 
elofely  to  unite  the  two  crowns^  and  produce 
adrantages  to  both  *. 
»«thjuiie.      Before  thefe  obliging    cxpreffions    cou|d 
«paniAk      reach  the  court  for  which  they  were  intended, 
w^aws.  ^^^  before  any  previous  intimation  could  be 
received  from  any  quarter,  M.  d'Almadovar 
received  his  inftruAions  to  quit  London  with- 
out taking  leave,  and  delivered  the  paper  which 
accompanied  the  king's  meffage  to  parliament. 
It  complained  of  the  rejeftion  of  the  catholic 
king's  oenevolent  interference,  the  violence* 
committed  on  his  dominions  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war,  and  the  negleft  of  his  numerous  ap- 

Iilications  for  rcdrefs;  and  announced  his  refo- 
utfon  to  feek  reparation  from  the"  means  with 
which  God  had  intrufted  him. 
Spftmfli  Besides  this  angry  paper,  and  two  royal 

MDifefto.   chedules  to  his  own  fubjcas,  the  Spanish  mo- 
narch publiflied  a  manifefto,  long,  defultory, 

^  For  all  thefc  fi5ls  I  have  confulted  thf  original  correfpondence 
Ibetwetn  the  fircretary  of  ftate  and  lord  Grantham. 

.   and 
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and  feeble,  complaining  of  the  conduft  of  Ci^AP- 
Britain  in  innumerable  inftances  fince  the  con-  ^^^^ 
cluiion  of  peace.  Violations  of  territory  in  1779. 
the  bay  of  Honduras,  exciting  the  Indians  to 
attack  Spain,  and  refufal  of  redrefs  on  repeated 
applications,  formed  the  leading  fubjeS:s  of 
crimination.  Naval  outrages  were  enumerated 
with  a  degree  of  afFefted  precifion,  and  de- 
nounced with  a  pompows  vehemence  which 
moil  have  been  ridiculous  to  all  Europe.  ThQ 
infults  offeml  by  the  Britiih  n%vy  to  the  Spa- 
nifli  navigation  and  trade,  from  1776  to  the 
beginning  of  1779,  were  *' already  eighty^fix 
in  number,  including  prizes  taken  by  unjuft 
praftices,  piracy,  and  robberies  of  various  ef- 
fe6ks  out  of  the  veflels,  attacks  made  by  gun- 
firing,  and  other  incredible  violences :  iin<^ 
that  period  other  injuries  of  the  fame  kind  had 
been  added,  fufficient  to  juftify  the  affertion  . 
that  tl>e  grievances  of  the  late  years  did  not 
fall  much  fliptt  of  a  hundred."  After  exhauft- 
ing  this  topic,  England  was  accufed  of  endea^* 
youring  to  effeft  a  re-union  with  the  American 
colonies,  in  order  io  arm  them  againft  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon ;  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  negotia- 
tion was  perverted  and  mifreprefented  in  many 
eflential  particulars,  and  it  was  aflerted  that 
while  the  boon  of  American  independence  was 
refufed  on  the  interceflion  of  Spain,  Engliih 
emiflaries  were  cladeftinely  proposing  terms  ftill 
more  liberal  to  Dr.  Franklin  at  Paris.  The 
king  of  Spain  therefore  announced  the  neceffity 
of  curtailing  and  deftroying  the  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings and  maxims  of  the  Engliih  maritime 
power ;  in  the  attainment  of  which  end  all 
other  maritime  powers,  and  even  all  natioos, 
were  become  highly  interefted. 

To 
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xxx^*       To  Ihefe  empty  publications,  the  court  of 
^^^^    Great  Britain  replied,  by  ordering  letters  of 
i8tb  j2ne.  ^arquc  and  reprifals  on  Spanifli  property,  and 
Letters  of    by  a  judicious  and  tempemte  letter  from  lord 
IffuS!^      Weymouth  to  the  Spanifli  cmbaflador.     France 
13th  juJy.   alfo  publiflied  a  long  hiftorical  manifefto,  dif- 
Lord         playmg  the  motives  and  conduft  of  the  moft 
inomh't      chriftian  king  towards  England,  which  was  * 
ktter.        artfully,  drawn  up,  and  well  calculated  to  de- 
Prench       ceivc,  but  was  aufwcred  in  an  eloquent  juftifica- 
nuntfefto.    tQ^y  memorial,  the  produdion  of  the  celebrated 

Gibbon.^ 
Obfcrva-        Th US  was  Spain,  to  ufe  the  expreffion,  en* 

Scondua  ^'^^^^  "^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  France.  BeGdes  the 
^  Spain,  general  abfence  of  any  fufficient  ground  of 
provocation,'  the  ordinary  views  of  policy, 
offered  many  effedual  impediments  againft  a 
rupture  with  Great  Britain.  The  gocnd  fenfe 
of  the  emperor  pointed  out  the  impropriety  of 
afo-vereign,  arming  in  behalf  of  rebels;  and 
Spain  had  motives  of  intereft,  far  more  cogent, 
for  adopting  fimilar  feutiments.  A  bigotted 
attachment  to  the  Catholic  religion,  a»d  the 
vicinity  of  her  American  f  offeflions  to  the  Eng- 

*  Sec  all  thcfe  laft-mcntioned  pieces  in  the  Annual  Rcgiftcr  for 
I779>  article  State  Papers.  Gibbon's  publication,  though  not  of- 
ficial>  called  forth  great  exertions,  both  in  France  and  among  the 
adherents  of  America^  to  fiirniih  an  adequate  reply.  Some  anony. 
mous  reflexions  were  publiftiec^  5  feme,  avowed  by  the  well  known 
Caron  de  Beauniarchais  and  others,  were  publiihed  by  authority • 
See RemembrftiKer,  vol.  ix.  p.  i.  83.   201.    vol.  x.  p.  11 6. 

'  It  is  almoft  impoflible,  that  in  the  ftate  of  Britrfh  and  Spanifk 
poiTe/Tions  in  diflFera)t  parts  of  the  world,  caufe  of  complaint  (hould 
not  arife  on  both  fides.  Amotion  was  made  and  a  petition  offered 
to  the  Englifli  parliament,  the  15th  of  February  1777,  and  in  a  con- 
Terfation  between  lord  Grantham  and  M.  de  Floiida  Blanca,  in 
1778,  fome  of  the  complaint's  adverted  to  in  the  manifefto  were  dif- 
cufled,'  but  the  Spani(h  minilier  did  not  exprefs  any  impatience  on 
the  fubje£>,  nor  any  doubt  of  fair  and  equitable  redrefs.  Letter  froni 
lord  Granthain  to  lord  Weymauth,  ajd  November  1778- 

liih' 
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liih  colonies,  were  ftrong  reafons  agtiinft  fdrm*  chap. 
ing  an  alliance  with,  or  in  favour  of  America:    ^^^ 
no  fulficient  inducement  could  be  advanced      s77^« 
to  counterbalance  thefe  arguments ;   the  Spa* 
niards  had  no  view  of  extending  commerce^ 
and  their  friendly  difpolition  towaids  France, 
might  have  been  more  fafely  exerted  in  clan- 
dedine  aids,  in  fuppHes  of  money,  and  agitat- 
ing the  ^ngli(h  nation  by  continual  reports  of 
preparation,  and  fpecious  offers  of  mediatory 
interference, 

France  had,  with  her  ufual  dexterity, 
urged  her  ally  to  decide  in  favpur  of  hoftili- 
ties;  and  before  the  refolution  of  Spain  was 
formed,  boafled  of  her  fuccefs  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  embarrafs  the  caliinct,  whole  final 
determination  was  not  marke<l  with  the  promp- 
titude of  vigour,  buttheraflmefs  of  fear,  flying 
into  the  arms  of  danger  to  efcape  the  horrors 
of  doubt.  Five  days  before  he  delivered  his  or- 
ders to  iquit  the  Britiih  court,  the  count  d'Al- 
madovar  had  not  the  flighteft  fufpicion  that 
his  diplomatic  mifTion  was  likely  to  terminate; 
and  while  the  French  embaffador  at  Vienna 
loudly  boal^d  the  fuccefs  of  his  court,  in  en- 
gaging a  new  enemy  againft  Great  Britain, 
the  Spanifh  embafl'ador  unrefervedly  declared 
he  haxi  not  received  any  direft  communication 
on  the  fubjeft."* 

Probably  France  lured  Spain  on  this  oc-  Siege  of 
caiion  by  the  profpeft  of  recovering  Gibral-  Gibraltar 
tar,  and  military  operations  were  accordmgly  menced. 
commenced  by  the  fiege  of  this  fortrefs.    Orders  **^  i^^^ 
were  difpatched  for  diTcontinuing  all  commerce, 
with  the  garrifon,  and  an  attempt  >vas  made  to 
impede  fupplies  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  by  a 

■  Letter  from  Sir  Robert  Murray  Kcitb  to  lord  Weymouth,  «3d 
June  1779- 

treaty 
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CHA^.  tieaty  with  the  emperor  of  Moroceo,  for  farn- 
J^^^l   *°?  ^^  ports  of  Tetuaii)  Tangier,  and  Larache. 
,77g.         Soon  after  the  declaration  of  hoftilitiea,  the 
i6tb  jun<,  Spaniards  formed  a  naval  blockade,  and  com-* 
menced  approaches  by  land.     The  garriiaa 
amounted  to  near  fix  thouiand  men,  in  gcKKl 
health,  full  of  vigour,  and  not  deficient  in  provi*^ 
•  fions ;  they  were  commanded  by  the  brave  g^ne->* 
rel  Elliot,  who  juftified  the  confidence  of  the 
troops,  by  a  regular  performance  of  his  duties, 
by  a  prudence  and  penetration,  which  overlook-^ 
ed  no  circumftance,  however  minute,  tending 
to  the  welfare  and  fafety  of  his  troops,  and  by 
a  finnneis  of  mind  which  rendered  obedience 
eafy,  and  command  refpeAable.' 
Inefleanal      N  o  martial  enterprize  of  the  French  in  Europe, 
^T'P^  o«*  no  appearance  of  efficient  preparation,  ferved  to 
^*       encourage  the  Spaniards  in  tlieir  hoftile  dcter- 
^*>y  «*•    mination.     An  ill  digefted  and  inefficient  at- 
tack on  Jerfey,  was  eafily  repelled ;   and  the 
failure  of  the  attempt,  only  e:kpofed  to  ridicule 
the  name  of  the  projeftor,  who  was  called  Prince 
de  Nafiau  Siegen,  and  laid  a  difputable  claim 
to  defcent  from  the  illuflrious  houfe  of  Naffira. 
4th  Jooe.        Before  the  declaration  of  war  with  Spain, 
of^**"    the  French  fleet,  under  d'Orvilliers,  confilliiig 
Frenchand  <^  twcuty-cight  fail,   but  extremely  defeftive 
Spaoiih      jga  preparation,  gained,  iu  the  abfence  of  the 
•^**        Britifh  fleet,  the  Spanifli  coaft,  and  after  fail- 
ing in  an  attempt  to  intercept   a  fquadron 
unter  admiral  Darby,  eflfe6ted  a  Jttn6iion  with 
the-  armament  of  Spain. 
Kwtiont       The  fpirit  of  the  EngHih  nation  was  not 
|^"6-     daunted  by  the  flrong  combination  of  ene- 
mies :  a  Spanilh  war  was  never  unpcqwlar,  and 

•  In  «!l  fleUiU  re^beaiog  the  ficte  of  Gibnihv,  I  have  tdkdm 
the  Uiftoiical  Journal  of  capuin  Jotu)  Drinkwatcr* 

the 
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thefpirit  of  enterprize  was  univerfally  preva-   chap. 
knt     Individual  and  public  bodies  entered    JiS[> 
into  large  fubfcriptions  for  raifing  troops,  giv-     «77$« 
ing  bounties  to  feamen,  equipping  privateers, 
wtd  other  patriotic  purpofes ;   volunteer  aifo^ 
ciaticms  were  formed  to  repel  invafion,  and  the 
Eail  India  company,  with  becoming  liberality, 
granted  bounties  for  fix  thoufand  feamen,  and 
aadertuok  to  build  and  equip  three  new  ihips, 
of  feventy-four  guns,  for  the  royal  navy. 

But  all  thefe  exertions  were  infufiicient  to  TbecMv- 
give  the  Englifli  fleet  a  requifite  fuperiority  ^^Jl^*** 
over  the  united  fquadrons  of  the  enemy :  Sir  thcBritilk 
Charles  Hardy,  who  fucceeded  Kq)pel  in  the  «**• 
command,  cruized  in  the  Channel,  auring  the 
whole  fummer,  with  about  thirty-eight  lail  of 
the  line.    The  enemy    infulted  the  Channel 
with  an  irrefiftable  force,  ihewed  themfelves 
before  Plymouth,  where  they  created  general 
alarm,  and  captured  the  Ardent  of  fixty-four 
guns,   whofe  commander  miilook  the  united 
fleet  for  tiiat  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy.    Although 
terror  and  agitation  prevailed  in  England,  die 
enemy  undertook  no   important  enterprize  ; 
jealoufy  prevailed  between  the  commanaers  of 
the  combined  fleet,  ficknefs  committed  dread- 
ful ravages  on  the  crews;  and  ^t  an  early  period  g 
of  the  year,  tliey  retired  into  Breft,  leaving  the 
&iUih  trade  almoft  uixmolef^d 
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CHAPTER     THE    THIRTY-SIXTH: 

1779. 

State  of  the  French  and  EngUJh  fleets  in  the 
Weji  Indies.  —  Byron  convoys  the  homeward-- 
hound  fleet.  —  The  French  take  St.  Vincent*s 
— -  and  Grenada.  —  Engagement  between  By^ 
ron  and  d'Eflaing.  —  Proceedings  in  Geor^^ 
gia.  — Corps  of  loyalijls  raifed. — American 
force  collected.'-^The  American  colonel  AfHe 
routed.'^ Meafures  of  the  Americafis  for  de- 
fence  of  the  Carotin  as.  —  Irruption  of  the 
Britijh  into    South  Carolina. — Attack  of 
the  Americans  on  St.  Johns  I/land. — U* 
Ejfaing's  ineffectual  attempt  on  Saranfiuh. 
—  Delays  in  reinforcing  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
^^^  Various  fitccepful  expeditions    directed 
by  him.  —  Siege  and  relief  of  Penobfcot.— 
Miferahle  fate  of  the  American  befiegers.  — 
Arrival  of  Arbuthnot.  —  Americans  attack 
Paulas  tiook. —  Their  expedition  againji  the 
l7idians.  —  Incur fion  of  the  Spaniards  into 
Wefl  Florida.  —  Capture  of  Fort  O^noa  by 
the  Englijh —  it  is  retaken.  —  Senegal  taken 
by  the  French  —  Goree  by  the  Englijh.  — 
•    Seafights  between  captain  Pierfon  a?id  Paul 
Jones  —  Captain  Farmer  and  a  French  fri- 
gate.  —  State  of  the  minijlry  —  changes.  — 
State  of  Ireland.  —  Increaje  of  Volunteers. 
—  S^ffion  of  the  Irijh parliament.-^ Debates 
on  the  addrefs. — Popular  meafures.-^Limit" 
ed Supply. — Riot  in  Dublin. 

CHAP.  XTEANWHiLE  thc  tranlatlautic  war  was  car- 

^2^^^"  ried  on  with  various  degrees  of  activity 

1779.     and  fuccefs.     Tlie  palTage  of  admiral  Byroa 

6th  Jan.     fj.Qjj^  North  America  to  the  Weft  Indies  was 

State  of  the  1  ^         « 

delayed 
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delayed  by  ftomis.    His  junftion  with  Barring-  chap. 
ton  gave  an  equality  if  not  a  fuperiority  to  the   ^°^^^ 
.  Britifli  force,  and  reduced  the  irench  admiral     1779. 
to  thedefenfive,  and  during  five  months  neither  ^^"|** 
infiilt  nor  opportunity  could  draw' him  from  jlniflc^^* 
his  retreat  at  Martinique.  In  this  interval  both  inthcWcft 
fleets  received    reinforcementa  ;    the  Englifh  ^"*^"* 
under  admiral  Rowley  ;  the  French  undet-  de  6th  June. 
Gralfe,  but  both  remained  inactive  till  Byron  ^y^^^ 
failed  for  St.  Chriftopher's  toefcortthe  home-  tbc?,^dr. 
mrard-bound  fleet  to  a  certain  latitude. 


Komain,  was  difpatched  again  ft  St  Vincent's. 
This  iliahd  was  in  a  miferable  ftate  of  diftrac- 
tion  ;  it  was  recently  created  a  feparate  govern- 
ment, under  Valentine  Morris,  efquire,  a  gentle- 
man of  good  family,  benevolent  fpirit,  and  en 
larged  liberality.*  Tlie  ifland  was  not  yet 
divided  into  parochial  diftrids,  the  means 
of  government  were  incomplete,  the  fortifica- 
tions out  of  repair,  the  Charribs  fuUen  and  in- 
tradable,  anxioufly  exp^fting  an  opportunity 
to  reftorethe  fovereignty  of  the  French;  while 
a  rancorous  party  among  the  fubjefts  of  the 
crown  impeded  the  exertions  of  the  governor, 
facilitated  the  machinations  of  the  Charribs, 
and  even  maintained  a  traiterous  correfpondencd 
with  the  enemy.  The  colony  refufed  all  affift- 
ance  towards  eftablilhing  a  military  force,  and 
the  Englifh  troops  were  conipofed,  to  ufe  the 
governor's  own  exprcflion,  of  "  the  very  fcujn 
of  the  earth;  t|ie  refiife  of  tlie  metropolis,  the 
fweepings  of  jails,  lamplighters,  gypfies,  and 
men  fuperannuated,  difabled,  and   difcharged 

a  Sec  an  intercfting  accotint  of  Valentine  MorrU  in  Coxe's  Hif- 
torical  Tour  in  Monfnouthihire,  chap.  40* 

VOL.  III.  N  from 
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from  other  regiments."  ITiis  motley  forcer 
being  ill  calculated  to  oppofe  a  numerous  body 
of  French  troops,  who  landed  and  were  joined 
by  the  Charribs,  the  governor  was  obliged  to 
capitulate  without  refiftancc.* 

D'EsTAiNC,  again  reinforced  by  a  divifion 
uuder  la  Motte  Piquet^  commanded  thirty -four 
fliips  of  war,  twenty-fix  of  which  were  of  the 
line,  and  a  number  of  tranfports  fufficient  for 
the  conveyance  of  nine  thoufand  land  forces, 
lie  proceeded  to  the  attack  of  Grenada, 
which  was  defended  only  by  a  hundred  and 
fifty  regulars,  and  about  four  hundred  militia, 
w^ho  being  principally  Frenchmen,  foon  di- 
miniflied  the  garrifon,  by  defertions,  to  lefs 
than  three  hundred.  Lord  Macartney,  the 
governor,  confidering  this  force  fufficient  for 
the  defence  of  fome  ftrong  pofts  till  fuccours 
could  arrive,  refufcd  to  capitulate,  D'Eftaing, 
unwilling  to  facrifice  the  time  requifite  for 
regular  approaches,  ftormed  the  lines  ;  the 
garrifon  defended  themfelves  Avith  ikill  and 
bravery  ;  once  they  repulfed  the  aflailants,  but 
being  obliged  to  yield  to  numbers,  retired  into 
the  fort,  and  had  the  mortification  to  fee  their 
own  cannon  turned  againft  them.  Lord  Ma- 
cartney now  propofed  terms  of  capitulation, 
which  the  ungenerous  viftor  reje61ed,  and  prof- 
fered others  lb  difhonourable  that  the  high- 
Ipirited  governor  preferred  a  furrender  at  dif- 
cretion  to  the  bafenefs  of  fubfcribipg  them, 
and  the  French  plundered  without  fcjruple  of 
rcftraint. 

A  PRINCIPAL  rcafon  for  prefling  with  fuch 
rapidity  thereduftion  of  Grenada,  was  thein'- 
telligence  of  Byron's  return,  which  was  retarded 

^  Principally  from  governor  Moms'i  l^amtirc  tf  kit  •fecMl 
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by  winds  and  currents.  He  had  formed,  with  chap. 
general  Grant,  a  projed  for  the  recovery  of  ^oocVi. 
St  Vincent's ;  but  receiving,  while  at  fea,  1779^ 
information  that  the  French  fquadron  before  3d  July. 
Grenada  was  reduced  to  nineteen  fail,  and  that 
lord  Macartney  could  maintain  his  por- 
tion during  a  fortnight,  he  changed  his  firft 
deftination^  and  attempted  to  fuccour  that 
ifland.  Having  twenty-on«  ihips  of  the  line, 
befides  tranfports,  he  arranged  his  fignals  for 
bringing  on  a  general  action,  and  did  not  dif-  ^^  1 
cover  the  fallacy  of  his  intelligence  till  feveral 
ofhis  veilels  were  engaged.  D'Eftaing,  notwith- 
fUnding  his  fuperioritv  of  force,  and  the  great' 
advantages  he  derived  from  the  excellent  con- 
dition of  his  Oeet,  avoided  a  clofe  and  general 
eagdfi;ement,  and,  foiled  in  all  attempts  to  cut 
off  the  tranfports,  and  intercept  the  difabled 
veiTels,  retired  in  the  night  to  Grenada.  The 
Britiih  admiral,  confcious  of  his  inferiority  in 
firength,  difpatched  during  the  night  histranf-^ 
ports  and  diiabled  fhips  to  St.  Chriftopher's,  and 
calmly  awaited  the  morning's  attack,  which, 
judging  by  his  own  charaSer,  he  deemed  in- 
4evitable.  The  returning  dawn  difcovered  to 
him  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and  feeing  the  ^** 
white  flag  mounted  ontlie  forts  of  Grenada, 
be  followed  the  tranfports  to  refit  at  St. 
Chriftopher's.  A  general  panic  was  now  dif- 
fuied  through  the  BritiOi  Weft  Indies ;  d'£ftaing 
had  boafted  his  refolution  to  conauer  every 
ifland,  and  that  he  was  even  prepared  with  ar- 
ticles of  capitulation  for  each;*  but  he  foon 
l^lieved  the  inhabitants  from  their  apprehen- 
fiops,  by  retiring  from  Grenada  to  Cape  Fran- 
cois in  Hifpaniola. 

After  taking  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  and  Sj^^^* 
driving  the  American  troops  acrofs  the  river  Georgia, 

«  Valentine  Morm*$  Nairatifc,  p.  7%. 
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into  South  Carolina,  general  Pi-evoft  and  €0^ 
lonel  Campbell  affiduoufly  employed  themfelvef 
in  receiving  the  inhabitants  under  protection, 
forming  military  corps^  and  framing  regula- 
tions for  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  tlie  province'. 
Their  eftbrts,  however,  were  not  confined  to 
thefe  operations  :  a  fuccefsful  expedition  wafi 
rtndeituken  againft  Sunbury,  a  fort  which  fur- 
tendered  at  difcretion,  yielding  to  the  vt6^ors  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  ohlnance  and  ftores, 
Avith  two  hundred  and  tM'elve  priforiers.  This 
exploit  Ava&  only  preparatoiy  to  the  capture  of 
Augufta,  the  fecond  town  in  the  province,  by 
colonel  Campbell,  the  inhabitants  generally 
taking  oaths  of  fidelity,  and  fofming  military 
cotps,  under  the  Britifli  government.  Colonel 
Hamilton,  with  a  detachment  of  two  bundled 
men,  made  a  circuit  of  the  province,  for 
the  purpofe  of  encouraging  thefe  difpofitions, 
and  difarmingthedifaflefted;  he  met  with  con- 
lidcrable  fuccefs,  though  he  occafionally  dif-- 
covered  latent  treachery.  When  his  circuit 
Av^as  nearly  completed,  a  body  of  five  hundred 
South  Carolina  militia,  under  colonel  Pickens^ 
^encountered  him,  but  were  put  to  flight :  a 
number  of  loyalifts  from  the  interior  of  North 
Carolina,  embodied  under  colonel  Boyd,  en- 
deavoured to  forte  their  w^ay  to  Georgia,  to 
join  the  royal  farces ;  but  Pickens  defeated 
them  at  Kettle  Creek,  w  ith  confiderable  lofe, 
including  their  commander  ;  about  three  hun- 
dred reached  Georgia;  others  rettifned  and 
threw  themfelvcs  on  the  mercy  of  theii>  coun- 
try, but  were  profecuted  as'traitors  to  the  new 
government;  fcventy  wefe  condemned,  biit 
only  five  executed/ 

It 

«*  The  American'  writers  defcribe  thefe  K>yal}fls  as  mere  otith^Cf 
but  thciv  appficatifw  of  the  word  tory  was  fo  dcfcfiptir'i  of  every 

thing 
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It  was  foon  found  that  Augufta  could  not   ^"Af* 
be  retained  without  great  difficulty  and  danger,    ^^^- 
as  it  was  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  diftaut  from      1779. 
the  main  army.     The  Americans,  alarmed  for  f"]^^"^?*   ^ 
the   fate  of  both  Carolinas,   hatHly  collected  uKciL^ 
about  three  tlioufand  militia,  under  generals 
Afhe  and  Rutherford,  but  diftrufting  the  ability 
of  thefe  commanders,   foon  aftci'wards  placed 
the  force  under  the  dire6Hon  of  general  Lin- 
coln, a  native  of  Maflachulfcts.     They  iffucd 
proclamations  for  preventing  the  people  from  1 

joining  the  royal  ftandard,  and  fecuring  thf» 
cattle,  and  ftretched  their  pofitions  along  thd  ' 

northern  banks  of  the  Savannah  river,  parallel 
to  thofe  of  the  Britifli  X)n  the  oppofite  fide.  G  e» 
nerjil  Afhe,  with  a  detachment  of  fifteen  hun* 
idred  men,  was  ordei-ed  to  ftrengthen  the  poft  \ 

oppofite  Augufta,  but  finding  that  fort  aban- 
doned, he  croflTcd  the  river,  in  purfuance  of  his 
inftruftions,  to  ftreighten  the  Britidi  quarters. 
Lieutenant- colonel  Prevoft,  brother  of  the  ge* 
neral,  crofling  Brier  Creek  fifteen  miles  above  3d  Mar. 
Aflies  encampment,  ftolconhisrearunperceiv-  ^}?^^ 
ed,  and  totally  routed  and  difperfed  his  force,  ed.  *  ^*^* 
with  thelofs  of  feven  pieces  of  cannon,  feveral 
ftand  of  colours,  almoft  all  the  irms,  artillery, 
and  baggage;  a  hundred  and  fifty  killed  on  the 
field,  a  far  greater  number  drowned  in  endea- 
vouring to  efcape,  and  two  hundred  prifonefs. 
The  whole  party  had  been  augmented  by 
reinforcements  to  about  two  thoulhnd,  but 
not  more  than  four  hupdred  and  fifty  rejoined 
Lincoln.' 

Alarm£d  by  approaching  danger,  the  le- 

fhtng  bafe  and  wicked,  that  other  circumflancefl  of  guilt  might  be 
Superadded  without  much  intention  to  violate  truth.     See  Ramfay,  ^ 

V^Uii.  p.  ii3« 

K  3  giflature 
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G  H  A  P.  giflature  of  South  Garolhia  invefted  their  govcr- 
^^^^   nor,  John  Rutledge  and  his  council,  wifli  un* 
«779-     limited  powers  to  a&  for  the  public  good.   This 
ofthi"^"    authority   was  vigoroufly  employed  in  rein- 
Americans  forcing  general  Lincoln,  who  loon  found  him- 
fcnwofth^  felf  at  the  head  of  fivethoufand  men.   Leavin 
CiroHnas.  OQC  thoufaud  Under  colonel  Mackintofli  an 
ajd  April,  general  Moultrie,  to  garrifon  Puryfburg  and 
Black  Swamp,  he  began  his  march  up  the  Sa« 
imipdon    vannah.     Prevoft,  in  hopes  of  inducing  him  to 
pfthe        return,  crofled  over  witli  the  greateft  part  of 
kto*South  ^^  army.into  South  Carolina,  the  detachments 
Carolina,    uuder  Mackintofti  and  Moultrie  retiring  before 
him,  or  offering  only  a  feeble  refiftance ;  the 
Anierican  general,  however,  proceeded  on  his 
-    inarch,  notwithftanding  the  frequent  exprcffes 
ineflffeauai  which  arrived  demanding  his  prefence.    Lure4 
attempt  on  by   intelligence    of  the    defencelefs  ftate    of 
t"  n!^'^    Charleftown,  the  capiul  of  South  Carolina,  Pre- 
i<»ihMay,  voft  rcfolutely  advanced,  reached  the  fuburbs, 
and  fummoned  the  town ;  the  inhabitants,  who 
during  his  approach  had  been  aifiduoufly  em- 
ployed in  improving  their   fortifications,  and 
were  reinforced   by  Moultrie's  retreating  de-r 
tachment,  by   bodies  of  militia,  and  Pulaiki'a 
legion,  contrived  to  confume  a  day  in  mefliagea 
and  anfwers  relative  to  the  terms  of  furrender, 
but  their  ultimatum  beipg declared  inadmiffiblej^ 
they  pafled  the  night  in  the  horrors  and  confter- 
nation  of  an  expeSed  florm .   Fear  was  ho  we  ve  r 
the.  only  injury  they  fuftained.     Prevoft,  ckU 
culating  the  ftrength  of  the  works,  the  infuf? 
iiciency  of  his    force,  his   want  of  artillery, 
ammunition,  a^d  forage,  and  the  probability  of 
Lincoln's  intercepting  his  retreat,  wifely  d^ew 
dffliif forces  intheni^ht,  and  without  molefta^ 
tjbn,  gained  !Jbhn's  Iflandj  where  he  awaited 
\^  5  fuppUes 
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fuppties  from  New  York.      Lincoln  having    chap. 
eftablilhed  a  poft  at  Augufta,  retired  by  hafty    ^2S!!I/j 
marches  to  Charleftown,  and  till  the  departure  of     »77j. 
the  Britifli  troops  ellabli/lied  his  heaa-quarters 
at  Dorchefter, 

COLOKEL  PrEVOST  havittg  foTtificd  StOnO-    Atiack©f 

ferry,  which  maintains  the  communication  with  luJaw'^n" 
the  main  land,  ibon  left  St.  John's  Illand  to  be  J^'t.  John's 
defended  by  colonel  Maitland,  with  only  five  J^^h'jun 
hundred  effefiive  men.     Lincoln,  who  had  al- 
ready once  failed,  now  advanced  with  near  five  *°'^* 
thoufand  men,  to  diilodjge  the  Britiih  tioops 
from  their  poll  at  Stono  Point.     For  a  time  his 
fuccels  appeared  indubitable,  bnt  the  judicious 
and  relblute  exertions  of  this  difproportioned 
force  repelled  the  invaders.     In  the  courfe  of 
the  a6tion  the  garrifon  were  deftitute  of  am- 
munition, but  captain  Moncrieff  of  the  engi-    . 
neers  obtained  alupply  by  a  fpirited  fally,  and 
at  the  clofe  of  the  engagement,  their  laft  charge 
was  aS^ially  in  their  pieces. 

Soon  atler  this  attack,  tlie  American  militia, 
disheartened  and  impatient  of  a  longer  abfence 
from  their  plantations,  quitted  the  army  ; 
the  hot  and  tickly  feafon  rendering  repofe  in- 
difpenfable,  the  Americans  retire<l  to  Shel- 
don ;  the  Britifli  force  evacuated  the  poft  at 
Stono-ferry,  eliabli(hed  a  new  one  at  Beaufort, 
in  the  illand  of  Port  Royal,  and  tlie  main  body 
returning  into  Geoi'gia,  continued  upwards  of 
two  months  in  unmolefted  ina6Uvity.  The 
advantages  attending  tlie  expedition  into  South 
Carolina,  were  the  eftabliihment  of  a  poft  at 
Beaufort,  and  the  acquifition  of  provifions,  the 
want  of  which  be^an  to  be  feverely  felt. 

While  hoftihties  were  thus  fufpended,  in^^JMiuat 
the  Americans  made  application  to  d'Eftaiug,  d'EiS^njf 
with  the  hope  that  his  fleet  would  deftroy  the  on  savan. 

N  4  advantages  "*^* 


184  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

CHAP,    advantages  which  accrued  to  the  Ejiglifh,  from 

^g^^-   their  naval  fuperiority.     Tlie  French  admiral 
1779.      fpeedily  arrived  with  twenty  fail  of  the  line, 

September,  two  of  fifty  guns,  clcvcn  frigatcs,  and  a  con^ 
fiderable  number  of  tranfports,  and  furprifed 
the  Experiment,  of  ififty  guns,  with  two  ftore-? 
iljips,  and  the  Ariel  frigate. 

The  Americans  made  great  efforts  to  cot 
operate  M'ith  the  French,  and  the  Bfitifli  gene- 
ral fpared  no  exertion  to  repel  an  attack  Miiich 
he  expefted  on  Savannah;  the  garrifon  was. 
withdrawn  from  Sunbury,  colonel  Maitland  was 
ordered  to  evacuate  Beaufort,  and  the  fmall 
naval  force  was  judicioufly  difpofed  by  captain 

^xth.  Henry.  When  the  French  troops  were  dif- 
embarked,  d'Eftaing,  without  awaiting  the 
junftion  of  his  provincial  allies,  in  language 
ridiculoufly  boaftful,  fummoned  Savannah  to 
furrender  to  the  French  king.  Prevoft  gainet^ 
four-and-twenty  hours  for  deliberation,  during 
Avhich  colonel  Maitland  arrived  with  eight 
hundred  men,  after  furmounting  incredible 
difficulties;  and  the  governor, thus  reinforced, 
announced  his  refolution  to  defend  the  fori, 

^s'i-  Twelve  days  M-erc  confumed  in  preparations, 

before  the  French  broke  ground,  during  which 
the  garrifon  annoyed  them  by  two  vigorous  and 

tla^bo-**^  fuccefsful  forties.  The  French  and  American 
troops,  amounting  to  upwards  of  ten  thoufand, 
continued  an  ineffeftual  cannonade  during  five 
days,  while  the  whole  garrifon,  even  to  the 
African  flaves,  vied  in  zeal  and  perfcverance  in 
ftrengthing  the  works,  and  mounting  artillery. 

fil>f  Wearied  at  length  with  the  delay  of  re- 

gular approaches,  confidering  the  dangers  of 
the  hurricane  feafon,  and  the  poffibility  of  a 
Britifli  fquadron  attacking  his  j3eet,  while  fo 
great  a  part  of  his  artillery  was  employed  ot\ 

fliore^ 
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ill  ore,  d'Eftaing  attempted  to  take  the  place  ^"^j^' 
by  ftorm.  Four  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  %^^,^J/ 
jnore  than  double  the  number  of  the  garri-  »779« 
ton,  were  divided  into  two  columns,  one  of 
which,  under  d'Eftaing,  aflTilled  by  general 
Lincoln,  was  to  attack  infront,  while  the  other, 
under  count  Pillon,  was  to  gain  the  rear  of 
the  Britiih  lines.  They  were  put  in  motiou 
feveral  hours  before  day.  Dillon's  divifion 
fortunately  miftook  the  road,  became  entangled 
in  a  fwamp,  and  was  fo  galled  by  an  tncellant 
and  well-dire6ted  fire  from  the  garrifon,  that 
they  could  not  form.  The  column  led  by 
d'Eftaing  was  repulfed,  after  maintaining  a 
fevere  conflict,  hand  to  hand,  for  pofleflionof 
the  principal  redoubt.  The  admiral  was  flightly 
wounded,  and  the  Polifli  volunteer  Pujaiki  kill- 
ed. •  The  fiege  was  forthwith  raifed ;  the  Ame-p 
ricans  retired  to  South  Carolina,  and  the  French 
regained  their  Ihipping  without  moleftation,  as 
the  garrifon  was  not  fufficiently  numerous  to 
adventure  a  purfuit.  Their  fleet  was  (hortly 
afterwards  difperfed  by  a  ftorm,  part  returned 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  andd'Eftaing  regained  his 
native  land.  This  boaftful  and  vain  glori- 
ous commander  was  always  diftinguifhed  by 
injuftice  and  cruelty.  Hisi  prcfumptuous  mode 
of  fummoning  the  garrilbu  difgufted  the 
Americans;  and  his  brutality  in  refufing  to 
piermit  the  women  and  children  to  take  refuge 
on  boar^l  Englifli  fliips  in  his  own  cufl:ody, 
was  rendered  additionally  contemptible,  by  his 
endeavouring,  after  defeat,  to  throw  the  blame 
on  his  allies,  and  oficrin^^  the  very  favour  he  - 
had  before  withheld,  which  Prevoft  rejedled 

•  Pnlaiki  was  one  of  the  confpiratore  who  attempted  to  carry  off 
the  king  of  Poland,  in  177?.  SeeCoxc'l  Travels  in  Poland,  Ruffia, 
Sweden,  and  Denmark,  B.  i.  c.  ^. 
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with  becoming  difdain.  The  raiQog  of  this 
fiege  teiminated  the  Southern  campaign/ 

DuRiKG  this  whole  campaign,  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  remained  in, anxious  expectation  of 
reinforcements,  the  arrival  of  which  was  de- 
laved  by  an  extraordinary  occurrence.  They 
were  proceeding  down  the  Britifli  Channel, 
under  the  convoy  of  admiral  Arbuthnot,  but 
on  receiving  intelligence  of  the  French  attack 
on  Jerfey,  he  ordered  the  tranfports  intoTorbay, 
and  failed  for  the  relief  of  that  Ifland.  On 
his  arrival  off  G  urn  fey,  he  learned  the  repulfe 
of  the  enemy,  and  haftened  to  accomplifh  his 
original  deitination,  but  when  he  returned 
to  Torbay,  the  wind  became  unfavourable, 
and  the  troops  arrived  in  America  too  late 
for  the  performance  of  any  important  enter- 
prize. 

Admiral  GABisiER  being  recalled  in  the 
fpring,  the  command  of  the  Britifli  fleet  ia 
America  devolved  on  Sir  George  Collier,  an 
officer  who  had  honoui-ably  diftinguiflved  him-> 
felfon  the  Halifax  ftation,  in  reftraining  the 
Americans  from  invading  N  ova  Scotia,  alarming 
their  coaft,  and  diftrefling.  their  trade.  With 
this  brave  officer,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  judici- 
oufly  planned  an  expedition  to  the  Chelapeak, 


f  While  the  fiege  of  Savannah  was  pending»  a  remarkable  enter*, 
prize  lA-as  efic£led  by  colonel  John  WhitCi  of  the  Georgia  line. 
Captain  French  had  taken  poft,  with  about  a  hundred  men,  near  the 
river  Ogechec,  (bme  time  before  tiie  itege  began.  There  were  alio  at 
the  fame  pUce,  forty  failors  on  board  five  Britifli  veflels,  four  of  . 
which  were  armed.  All  thefe  men,  together  with  the  vefiels  and  1 30 
#and  €^  arms,  were  iurrendered  to  colonel  White,  captain  BiholiDy 
and  four  others,  one  of  whom  was  the  coloners  fervant.  In  the 
i)ight,  thisfmail  party  kindled  a  number  of  fires  in  different  places, 
*4nd  adopted  the  parade  of  a  large  encampment,  by  which  ana  other 
deceptive  ftratagems,  they  impreflfed  captain  French  with  an  opinion 
that  nothing  bnt  an  ieftant  fiirrender,  in  conformity  to  a  peremptory 
fumraons,  could  fave  his  men  from  being  cut  to  pieces  by  a  fuperior 
foixe*    Ramfayi  vol.  U.  p.  laa, 

where  • 
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vhere  large  (lores  of  tobacco,  the  chief  chap. 
means  of  maintaining  tlie  credit  of  congrefs,  ^^^^i 
were  accumulated,  and  from  which  place  the  'Ttt^ 
army  in  the  middle  colonies  was  principally, 
if  not  wholly,  fupported  by  failed  provifions, 
the  produce  of  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina. 
A  detachment,  amounting  to  eighteen  hun- 
dred men,  was  embarked  on  board  tranfports, 
and  convoyed  by  the  Raifonnable  of  fixty-four 
guns,  four  iloops,  a  galley,  and  fome  private 
fliips  of  war.  Their  tirft  attack  was  direded 
againil  Portfmeuth,  where  they  demoliihed  a 
fort ;  expeditions  were  then  made  to  Norfolk, 
Gofport,  Kemp's  Landing,  and  Suffolk,  where 
great  quantities  of  ftores  were  feized,  many 
v^els  taken,  and  feveral  deftroyed-  To  prevent 
a  capture,  a  marine  yard  was  burned,  with  all  t$^Mzjf 
its  timber;  and  the  fleet  returned  in  twenty-four 
days  to  New  York,  having  deftroyed  and  taken 
a  Imndred  and  twenty-feven  veflels,  and  other 
property,  eftimated  at  half  a  million  fterling. 

Whjen  the  detachment  returned  from  Vir-  %odi^ 
ginia,  they  were  joined  by  troops,  already  era- 
barked  on  board  tranfports,  and  proceeding  up 
the  North  river,  fucceeded  in  capturing  Stony  - 
Point,  Fort  la  Fayette,  and  Verplank's  Neck, 
without  lofs.  Thefe  pofts  were  fituate  on  op- 
pofite  fides  of  Hudfon's  river,  about  fixty  miles 
from  New  Yqrk,  and  the  expedition  was  fuffi- 
ciently  important  to  claim  the  prefence  of 
Sir  George  Collier,  and  the  commander  in 
chief. 

Two  thoufand  fix  hundred  men,  under  major-.  4^  Juiy^ 
general  Tryon  and  major  Grant,  were  next  em- 
ployed in  an  expedition  agamfi  Connecticut,  a 
principal  fource  of  ftrcngth  to  congrefs,^  well 
p^o|)led,  and  abounding  in  provilions!  The  mo- 
tives 
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CHAP,  ti  v^s  of  the  attempt  were  to  convince  tlie  enemy 
^2i^'  that  this  favoured  province  was  not  unaffail* 
177?.  able,  and  to  force  Wafliington  from  his  ftrong 
fituation  on  the  North  river,  into  the  low  coun- 
try, for  defence  of  the  fea-coaft.  The  troops 
poHWred  themfelves  of  Newhaven,  the  capital 
of  the  colony,  feized  the  artillery,  ammuni- 
tion, and  public  ftores,  and  all  the  veflTels  in 
the  harbour.  A  proclamation,  inviting  the 
people  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  was  difre- 
ijarded ;  the  troops  were  fired  at  from  the  win- 
dows, after  they  were  in  poffeflion  of  the  town, 
and  even  the  centinels  placed  to  proteft  private 
property,  were  wounded  on  their  pofts;  yet  the 
town  was  fparcd,  and  no  plunder  allowed :  after 
difmautling  the  fort,  the  troops  rcimbarked, 
and  proceeded  to  Fairfield. 

At  this  place  they  found  a  refiftance  more 

rancorous    than  at   Newhaven,    and  as  their 

lenity  produced  fo  bad  a  return,  Fairfield,  Nor- 

walk,  and  Greenfield,  were  fucceffively  deftroy- 

>3th  July.   ^^  f  ^yy^  jjj  j^jpg  jj^yg  ^l^g  commodore  returned 

to  confer  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  a  projefted 
operation  againft  New  London. 
i6th.  •  The  people  of  Connefticut  were  diffatisfied 
at  the  apparent  negleft  of  Wafliington,  and  in- 
diiferenceof  congrefs,  while  thefe  ravages  were 
eftcfted,  and  apprehenfions  >vere  entertaint^d 
of  a  revolt,  but  their  hopes  were  reanimated 
by  the  furprife  of  Stony  Point.  General  Wayne 
achieved  this  exploit  with  great  judgment  and 
valour;  he  ftormed  the  works,  and  although  the 
jiatureof  the  oppofition  would  have  juftified  ex- 

t  In  refcntment  of  thtd  ravaget,  congrefs  refolved  "  To  direft 
tbeir  marine  committee  to  take  the  moft  etfe^aai  meafures  to  ^iry 
into  execution  their  manifeflo  of  Oilober  30th  1778,  by  burning  or 
c^eftroyin^  the  towns  belonging  to  the  enemy  in  Great  Britain,  or  the- 
Y^eft  Ipdies  i'  but  their  refoive  was  nerer  carried  into  effeA. 

tremities, 
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tKmities,  he  generoufly  forebore  his  rights  as   ^"^^• 
viftor,  and  no  man  was  killed  but  in  battle.  Fort    v^k^*^ 
la  Fayette  was  alfo  attacked,  but  before  any      '^79- 
Confidcrable  progrefs  was  made,  the  Americans, 
tUrnied  at  the  vigorous  preparations  of  Clinton, 
evacuated  Stony  Point,  after  doing  as  much  igth  July. 
damage  as  their  fliort  poffeffion  would  allow. 

The  attention  of  Sir  George  Collier  and  ReKtffen* 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  now  diverted  from  the  toPenob- 
meditated  attack  on  New  London,  by  the  necef-  ^^^' 
fity  of  affording  fuccour  to  a  Britifh  eftablifli- 
ment  in  the  Bay  of  Penobfcot,  made  by  gene*  ,7ih  junc, 
ral  Francis  Maclean,  with  fix  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  and  three  fliips  of  Avar.     The  intent  of 
this  fettlement  was  to  check  the  incurfions  of 
the  enemy  into  Nova  Scotia,  and  obtain  Ihip- 
timber  for  the  king's  yards  at  Halifax  and  in 
other  parts  of  America.  The  executive  govern-  juiy; 
ment  of  Maflachufiet's  Bay,  by  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  the  (hipping  at  Bofl:on,  and  offer- 
ing large  bounties,  levied  a  fquadron  of  nine- 
teen armed  ihips  and  brigantines,  carrying  from 
thirty* two  to  ten  guns,  twenty-feven  transports, 
and  three  thoufand  troops.     Maclean  was  only  sift* 
apprized  of  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  four  days 
before  their  arrival;  he  had  not  completed  any 
part  of  his  fortifications,  but  by  the  indefa- 
tigable induftry  and  zealous  emulation  of  the 
fea  and  land  forces,  he  fucceeded  in  keeping 
this  formidable  and  difproportionate  equipment 
at  bay,  during  twenty-one  days,  perfeftiug  in 
the  mean  time  his  defences,  and  naraffing  the 
invaders  by  continual  alarms  and  frequent  en- 
terprizes.     At  length  he  received  information  xsthAug. 
from  a  defertcr,  that,  on  the  enfuing,day,  a  ge- 
neral attack  would  be  made  by  land  and  fea  : 
every  preparation  was  made  for  repelling  the 
affailants,  but  in  the  morning  the  garrifon  had  14th. 

the 
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CHAP,  the  fatisfaSion  to  perceive  that  the  invdjicM 
^^^yj;  had  deferted  their  works,  and  were  iliippinf^ 
1779-     their  artillery,  and  evacuating  the  place.     Th^ 
welcome  caufe  of  this  fudden  movement  was, 
the  fleet  under  Sir  George  Collier,  to  which  thcf 
whole  American  armament  would  have  been  art 
eafy  prey,  but  moft  of  the  veflels  were  burned 
Miferabie   ^q  prevent  a  capture.     The  crews  and  foldiers 
Arooi-  *  thus  landed  in  a  defert  country,  above  a  hun-» 
cans.        clred  miles  from  human  habitation,  wit}K)ut 
provifions,  foon  proceeded  to  contentions;  fifty 
or  (ixty  were  flain  in  a  pitched  battle,   and  a 
much  greater  number  perilhed  miferably  in  the 
woods.^ 
Arrival  of      Th  IS  exploit  terminated  Sir  George  Collier's 
Arbuth-     command.     Admiral  Arbuthnot  at  length  ar- 
rived, but  no  important  enterpiize  could  be 
uiKleitaken  ;    a  rumour   that  d'Efiaing   in-" 
tended  to  attack   New  York,  compelled  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  to  concentrate  his  forces,  and 
even  evacuate  Rhode  Ifland.    The  inaAivity 
of  Waftiington,   during  the  whole    fummer, 
is  not  fafisfa^rily  explained.*    It  has  been, 
witli  fome  probability,  afcribed  to  the  evapora- 
tion of  the  original  enthufiafm,  and  the  mor- 
tification of  the  Americans  at  perceiving  how 
little  tliey  were  benefited  by  the  affiftancc  of 
loih  Aug.  a  French  fleet.  ^    The  only  enterprize  attempted 
^tTck  <m    by  Walliington's  army  was,  an  attack  onPaulus 
Pauiua      HoQ^,  On  the  Jerfey  ihove,  from  which,  afteir  a 
'*^^-       temporary  fuccefs,  they  were  expelled  without 
effeciing  any  material  itijuiy  ;   the  whole  pro-* 
ceeding  is  defcribed  by  a  judicious  expreffiou 
in  Clinton's  official  difpatch :  "  Their  retreat 

^  Sec  the  Journal  of  the  Siege  of  Penobfcot,  8vo. 
)  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  publication  of  Walhington^s  official 
eorre^Adeo^  terminates  witli  the  year  17  f%. 

was 
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was  as  difOTaceful  as  their  attack  had  been  chap. 
fpirited  and  well  condufted."  They  carried  ^2^5X1;^ 
off  forty  prifoners.  «779- 

Several  expeditions  were  made  againft  the  Their  ex^ 
Indians,  in  which  the  Americans  t6ok  I'evere  re-  ^^'^a"? 
venge  for  the  injuries  of  which  they  complained,  iSdiani.  * 
and  proved  that  they  had  nothing  to  fearn  in  the 
art  of  favage  and  deliberate  cruelty. 

As  foon  as  the  war  with  Spain  was  announced,  Auguft. 
don  Bern ardode  Gal ves,  governor  of  Louifiana,  0"^^^^®" 
made  an  incurfion  into  Weft  Florida,  which  Spaniards 
was  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  for  the  proteftion  y?^**.^f* 
of  which  againft  the  Americans,  a  force  of    °*^' 
eighteen  hundred  men  had  been  coUecled  un- 
der general  John  Campbell.     The  Spaniards, 
with  two  thoufand  men,  invefted  a  fort,  built 
for  defence  of  the  frontier,  near  the  mouth  of  ^tft  Sept, 
the   Ibberville,  garrifoned  with  five  hundred 
troops,  which  they  captured  after  a  fiege  of  nine 
days,  and  in  its  fall  was  involved  the  fate  of 
all  Uie  Britifh  fettlements  on  the  Miffiflippi, 
from  the  Natches    downwards :    honourable 
terms  of  capitulation  were  granted.     It  will 
prevent   the    neceffity  of  recurring    to   this 
topic^  to  anticipate,  that  in  the  enming  year, 
the  Spaniards  made  a  frefli  incurfion  into  th«  j^^  ^^ 

Erovince,  and  captured  Fort  Mobille,  after  an  March 
onouruble  refiftance.  '780. 

With  equal  eagemefs,  they  commenced  hof-  They  at- 
tilities   againft   Sie    Britiih    logwood-cutters  j'^^jj^j 
in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  many  of  whom  they  cmttrs  i« 
took  prifoners,  and  treated  with  great  barbarity,  Jj^  ^fj  ^^ 
expelling  the  remainder  from  their  principal    ®"   ^" 
fettlement  at  St.  George's  Key  :  governor  Bai- 
ling difpatched  captain  Dalrymple  with  a  fmall 
party  of  Irifh  volunteers,  to  the  Mufquito  fliore, 
to  colleft  a  force  and  convey  arms  for  the  af-  ^        - 
fiftance  of  the  logwood-cutters.  When  he  had  fort^omoi, 
*  perfefted  ^y  *{»« 
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CHAP.   perfcSed  this  part  of  his  ta(k,  he  met  at  fea  ft 
xxxvT.    fquadron  of  three  frigates  under  commodoreJ 


I-uttrel,  and  as  St.  George's  Key  had  already 
1779-  been  recaptured,  the  commodore  and  Dalrym- 
pie  projected  an  attack  on  fort  Omoa,  the  key 
to  the  whole  fettlement  of  Honduras.  Tiie 
ifithoa^  land  force,  which,  including  the  marines  and 
mufquetry-men  from  the  fhips,  did  not  exceed 
five  hundred,  endeavoured  to  iurprife  the  fort, 
but  being  dUcovered,  were  reduced  to  tlie  ne-* 
ceflity  of  making  regular  approaches.  After 
fome  daj-s  fruitlcisly  expendea,  it  was  refolved, 
notwithltanding  the  great  ftrength  of  the  for-' 
tifications,  to  attempt  an  efcalade.  Hardly 
were  the  ladders  pitched,  when  the  aflfailants, 
only  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  were 
difcovercd,  and  a  tremendous  fire  opened ;  one 
ladder  was  deftroyed,  but  by  means  of  the 
others,  two  feamen  gained  the  fummit  of  the 
wall,  prcfcnted  their  pieces,  without  firing,  till 
tjie  reftalfo  afcended.  No  perfualions  of  their 
officers  could  keep  the  aftonillied  and  terrified 
Spaniards  to  their  ftations,  and  the  governor,  at 
length,  humbly  fupplicating  for  his  life,  and 
tliat  of  his  followers,  furrcndered  the  keys  and 
his  fword.  The  prifoners  were  three  hundred 
and  thirty-five;  the  treafure  had  been  removed^ 
but  a  galleon  captured  in  the  harbour  was  va- 
lued  at  three  millions  of  piaftres.  The  Spa- 
niards offered  to  redeem,  at  any  price,  tM'or 
luindred  and  fifty  quintals  of  quickfilver,  which 
\s  ere  ,ou  board  their  veflels,  and  made  liberal 
propolUls  for  ranfoming  the  fort :  both  were 
rcfufcd  by  the  vic^'tors,  who  preferred  the  public 
good  to  private  emolument,  and  generoufly  rc- 
fiored  the  church  plate,  which  formed  a  con- 
^  liderablc  part  of  their  booty,   to  prgcure  the 

emancipation  of  their  countrymen  taken  atSt^ 

George's 
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George's  Key,  and  delained  in  oppreffive  cap-  CHAi», 
tivity  at  Merida.     All  thefe  afts  of  hcroifm  and  ^^* 
difintcreftednefs  proiiuced,  however,  no  perma-     f779- 
nent  advantage.    Tlie  vigors  could  not  afford  ^Vcn?" 
afutlicient  ganifon;  on  the  departure  of  the 
fliips  of  war,  the  Spaniards  affailed  the  fort, 
which  an  epidemical  fever,  and  the  fatigue  of 
duty,  obliged  the  Englifh  to  evacuate,  after 
fpiking  the  guns,  and  deilroying  the  military 
ftores. 

Early  in  the  year,  the  fettlement  of  Scne-  F^b. 
gal  was  captured  by  a  French  fquadron,  under  f^^y 
M.  de  Vaudreuil.     Goree  being  evacuated  for  tbc  French} 
the  purpofe  of  fortifying  Senegal,  wa^  occupied  Goree 
by  a  Bfitifh  force,  left  for  that  purpofe  by  Sir  ^^n^ufli 
Edward  Hughes.  ^ 

In  general  the  Bfitifli  commerce  Was  amply  aidscp. 
pTotefted,  while-  that  of  the  enemy  fuffered  Sea-^ht 
grievoufly  in  every  quarter.    The  Baltic  fleet,  captllT 
convoyed  by  captain  Pierfon,  in  the  Serapis  of  Picrion 
forty-four,  and  captain  Fiercy,  in  the  Counteft  joo^*" 
of  Scarborough  of  twenty  guns,  was  chafed  on 
the  northern  coaft  of  England  by  a  fquadron 
confifting  of  the  Bon  homme  Richard  of  forty 
guns,  two  frigates  of  thirty-fix  and  thirty-two, 
abri^of  twelve  guns,   and  an   armed, ctitter 
fitted  out  at  TOrient,   and  commanded  by  a 
dcfperate  outlaw  named  Paul  Jones,  who  had 
obtained  a  commiflion  in  the  American  fervice. 
When  this  armatnent  came  in  fight,   Pierfon 
made  a  fignal  for  his  convoy  to  difperfe,  and 

rin  the  neareft  ports,  in  which  they  fortunate- 
fdcceeded;  while  the  two  brave  commanders 
^th  their  difproportioned  force  encountered 
the  enemy.  Paul  Jones  did  not  evade  the  en- 
gagetttent,  but  having  been  foiled  in  fome  at- 
tempts to  boaird,  brought  tlic '  Bon  •  homme 
•Riohsf  J  and  the  Serapis  into  fuch  a  fitu^tiou 
VOL.  ixi,  o  that 
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CHAP,  that  the  muzzles  of  their  guns  came  in  contafik^ 
;kxxvi.  ^iththe  fides  of  the  oppofed  fliips.     Thecon- 
iTT^    flia  iafled  Uirce  hours:  Jones  fought  with  the 
refolution  of  a  criminal  whofe  life  being  for-^ 
'  feited  to  the  laws,  death  in  battle   was  the 
nioft   eligible  fate :   captain  Pierfon   difplayed 
valour  not  lefs  determined,  but  influenced  by 
nobler  motives,  and  tempered  by  a  merciful  re- 
gard to  the  lives  expofed  under  his  command. 
After  the  Serapis  hau  been  feveral  times  fet  on 
fire  by    combuftibles  thrown  from   the    Bon 
homme  Richard ;  all  the  oflScers  and  men,  fta- 
tioned  abafl  the  main-mafl,  blown  up  by  the 
explofion  of  fome  cartridges,  and  the  guns  in 
that  quarter  rendered  unferviceablc  ;   captain 
Pierfon,  fefeing  himfelf  raked  fore  and  aft  by 
another  frigate,  to  which  he  could  oppofe  no 
refinance,  ftruck  his  colours.    The  Countefs 
of  Scarborough,  after  a  conflift  not  lefs  refolute, 
tliough  not  equally  dreadful,  againft  an  enemy 
of  far  fupcrior  force,  was  alfo  obliged  to  yield^ 
The  lofs  on  board  the  Serapis  was  not  perfeftly 
afcertained,  but  undoubtedly  very  great :  cap- 
tain Pierfon  eftimated  it  at  forty-nine  killed 
and  fixty-eight  wounded,  and  the  main*maft 
went  by  the  board  immediately  after  the  a£lion ; 
but   the   carnage   on  board  the  Bon  homme 
Richard  was  almofi;  unprecedented ;  her  Quarter 
and,  counter  on  the  lower  deck  were  entirely 
driven  in,  and  all  the  guns  on  that  deck  dil- 
niounted ;  •  fiie  was   on  fire  in  two  places,  and 
had   feven  feet  water  in  the  hold ;  while  the 
decks  ftreamed  M'ith  the  blood  of  three  hundred 
and  thirty-fix  men,  being  three-fourths  of  the 
whole  crew,  who  were  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  a6tion.     The  fliip  funk  in  two  days,  and  the 
inhuman  commander  fuffered  feveral  of  thi^ 

wounded 
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wounded  to  be  buried  with  her  in  the  ocean:  chap. 
he  was  received  with  his  prizes  in  the  ports  of  ,^^^^* 
Holland.*  -    1779. 

Another  naval  aftion,  redounding  to  the  ^*^^^- 
honour  of  the  Britifli  flag,  was  fought  by  cap-  aaion"of 
tain  Fanner  of  the  Quebec,    affifted  by   the  captaia 
Rambler  cutter,  againft  a  French  frigate  and  ^^^'^^^^ 
cutter,  of  fuperior  force  ;  in  which  the  Quebec 
was  burnt,  and  her  brave  commander  perfifting 
in  his  refolution  to  be  the  lad  man  to  quit  the 
Ihip,  loft  his  life.     With  due  attention  to  fuch 
merit,  his  fon  was  created  a  baronet,  and  peu- 
fioBfs  were  fettled  on  the  widow  and  children. 

While  fuch  was  the  varying  afpeft  of  the  siateofthe 
war,  the  miniftry  were  embarralfed,  difpirited,  ^^'^fy* 
and  difatisfied.  From  motives  of  liberaHty 
they  had  employed  in  the  military  and  naval 
fervice  men  decidedly  hoftile  to  their  mea- 
fures,'  who,  inftead  of  palliating  the  mifcarriages 
of  the  war,  increafed,  by  their  own  complaints, 
the  public  uneafinefs  and  the  clamour  ot  party.  , 
Tlius,  while  the  extent  and  importance  of  tlie 
conteft  were  continually  augmenting,  the  friends 
of  adminiftration  were  daily  becoming  more 
lukewarm,  or  even  defertiug  their  caufe.  Some 
felt  confteraation  at  the  magnitude  of  the 
crifis,  fome  gave  ear  to  prophecies  of  final  ill- 
fuccefs,  and  fome  changed  their  party  from 
motives  of  ficklenefs,  or  from  a  cpnviftion  that 
the  miniftr}'  would  not  be  long  able  to  pur- 
fue  their  prefent  meafures. 

*  The  French  minifter,  M.  de  Sanine,  publicly  cxpreflTed  the  king's 
approbation  of  Paul  Jones,  and  difgraced  the  crofs  of  merit  by  con- 
ferring it  on  him.  Congrefs,  with  far  greater  propriety,  acknow- 
ledged his  2eal,  prudeu^e,  and  aiilivity,  by  a  vote  of  thanks,  and  pro* 
moied  him  to  the  command  of  a  new  Ihip  caikd  ^he  America.  Re- 
mcmbraaccr,  vol.  xiii.  p.  107. 
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Several  changes  were  made  in  the  cabinet : 
Thurlow  receiving  the  great  feal,  with  the 
dignity  of  peerage,  fate  during  the  late  feffion 
as  chancellor.  His  vigorou*  mind  and  Item 
manly  fenfe  rendered  great  fervice  to  govern- 
ment, and  liis  iirmnefi^  and  ability  often  gave  a 
beneficial  impulfe  to  the  decifions  of  the  cabi- 
net. Wedderburnc  obtained  the  vacant  fitua- 
tion  of  attorney-general,  and  Wallace  fucceeded 
him  as  folicitor-gencral.  The  office  of  fecre- 
tary  of  flate .  for  the  northern  department  had 
continued  unoccupied  fince  the  deceafe  of  lord 
Suffolk,  though  its  duties  were  performed  by 
lord  Weymouth,  fecretary  for  the  fouthern  de- 
partment ;  that  nobleman  now  refigned  his  poft, 
to  which  lord  Hillfborough  was  appointed ; 
the  office  of  lord  Suffolk  was  conferred  on  lord 
Stormont,  late  embaffador  at  Paris ;  and  the 
earl  of  Carlifle  was  nominated  firft  lord  of  trade 
and  plantations. 

Ministers  were  diflatisfied  at  the  failure 
of  the  operations,  which  they  intended  to  pro- 
mote, by  fending  fuccours  to  the  Weft  Indies  : 
the  conduft  of  Arbuthnot  was  generally  ap- 
plauded; but  the  confequenccs  were  highly 
unfortunate,  and  minifters  grieved  that  a  cam- 
paign oTfuch  great  expence  Mould  be  confum- 
ed  almoft  in  inaftion  ".  The  infults  offered  to 
the  coaft,  and  alarm  excited  by  the  combined 
fleet  in  the  channel,  were  in  themfelves  fuffici- 
ently  diftrefling  to  adminiftration ;  but  they 
produced  another  effect  not  lefs  embarraffmg 
by  the  encouragement  they  afforded  to  the 
Volunteer  affociations  in  Ireland.  Combining 
the  alarm  of  invafion  with  the  hope  of  procur- 
ing from  the  weaknefsand  diftradion  of  Great 


^  Gibbon^s  pofthumoqt ..W^rkt} roL  up.  540. 


Britaip 


»778. 
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Britain  foine  important  conceffions,  the  popular  chap. 
leaders  of  Irifh  politics  gave  every  encourage-    ]^^^\' 
mcnt  to  tlicfe    eftablifliments ;    the  duke    of        ^ 
Lrinfter  accepted  the  command  of  the  Dublin 
corps,  men  ot  fortune  and  family  boremufkets 
in  trie  ranks,  and  contempt  and  derifion  were 
the  portion  of  thofe  who  refufed  their  fervices. 
The  number  of  volunteers  was  exaggerated  to 
lixty  thoufand,  for  fuch  was  the  policy  of  that 
country  as  well  as  of  America  ;  and  the  utmoft 
tranquillity  prevailed  in  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom ^ 

The 


■  Lord  Sheffield,  in  hit  <<  Obfcr? ations  on  the  prefcnt  ftate  of 
Ireland,**  publiihed  in  i7S5,'gtVet  the  foUowing  account  of  thefc 
extisordinary  aflbciations  ;  **  It  it  necelTarY  to  notice  a  phenome* 
non  which  now  began  to  aopear.  The  hke  never  has  been  ob- 
ferved  in  any  country,  at  leaft  where  there  was  an  eftabliflied  govern- 
ment. To  defcribe  it  ftridly,  it  may  be  called  an  army  unautho. 
riz^  by  the  laws»  and  uncontrolled  bv  the  government  of  the 
country  i  but  it  was  gcntrally  known  by  ihename  of  Volunteers  of 
Ireland.  Their  inftitution  bor»  fome  demblance  of  a  connexion 
with  the  executive  power*  Arnns  belongjing  to  the  ftate,  and  ftored 
under  the  care  of  the  lieutenants  of  counties,  were  delivered  to  them, 
upon  the  alarm  of  foreign  invafion.  So  far  they  feemed  to  be  coun- 
tenaoced  by  government  $  but  in  a  ihort  time  they  caufed  no  little 
jeaioufy  and  uneafinefs.  The  arms  ilTued  from  the  public  ftores 
were  mfufficient  to  fupply  the  rapid  increafe  of  the  volunteers.' 
The  reft  were  proaircd  by  themfelves,  and  the  neceflary  accoutre- 
menta,  with  a  coniiderable  number  of  iield-piecet.  It  anfwered  the 
purpofe  of  oppofition  in  both  countries  to  fpeak  highly  of  them, 
and  the  fupporters  of  government  in  both  countries  mentioned 
them  with  civility*  The  wonderful  efforts  of  England  in  America 
were  fomehow  wafted  to  no  purpofe  of  decifion.  American  fuccel's 
inflamed  grievances  which  had  oeen  long  fdt  tn  Ireland.  Ireland 
in  truth  had  infinitely  more  caufe  for  complaint,  and  had  been 
infinitely  more  oppreflcd  than  America  ^  the  latter  had  never  fub-» 
mitted  to  half  tne  hurtful  reftri^ions  in  which  the  other  had  for 
many  years  quietly  acqutefced.  But  now,  petitions,  remonftrances, 
Ipopular  reibives,  and  parliamentary  aidrelfes  were  vigoroufty  urged, 
and  in  about  four  years  Ireland  was  happily  relieved  from  many 
commercial  reftraints,  which  ftiould  have  been  removed  long  before^ 
and  gained  feveral  other  points  which  ihe  thought  effential  to  her 
welfare.  The  volunteers  preferving  a  dejprec  of  referve  and  decency^ 
kept  at  a  ceruin  diftance,  but  were  nevtr  entirely  out  of  light. 
O  I  '  They 
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CHAP.  The  prevailing  wifli  was  "  a  free  trade  with 
xxxvL  all  the  world,"  and  in  fupport  of  this  pretenfion^ 
the  non -importation  agreements  were  enforced, 
and  public  refolutions  paiTed,  for  confining  the 
people  to  the  iife  of  tneir  own  manufactures, 
"  until  all  partial  reftriftions  on  trade,  impofed 
by  the  illiberal  and  contra6ted  policy  of  the 
fifter-kingdom,  were  removed."  The  prefs  iffu- 
ed,  with  freedom  and  boldnefs,  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  ;  all  the  difadvantages  arifmg  from  the 
connexion  with  England  were  recapitulated 
with  acrimony ;  and  the  condu6l  of  government 
and  of  the  commercial  part  of  the  nation,  de- 
pifted  as  replete  with  cruelty,  felfifhnefs,  tyran- 
ny, and  contempt  **. 

The  ftate  of  the  public  mind  could  not  fail 
fdlion'of  t^  influence  the  proceedings  of  the  Irifli  par- 
thcirifti  liament.  The  earl  of  Buckingharafliire,  the 
lord-lieutenant,  opened  the  feflion  with  a  con- 
ciliatory fpeech,  affuring  both  houfes  that  amidft 
the  cares  and  folicitudes  infeparable  from  a 
ftate  of  hoftility,  the  king  had  direfted  his  at- 
tention to  the  interefts  and  diftrclfes  of  Ireland  : 
he  had  remitted  a  large  fum  in  fperie  ^  for  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  and  would  cheerfully 
co-operate  in  promoting  the  common  intereit 
of  all  his  fubje6ls.  The  decline  of  the  revenue, 
and  arrears  of  government,  were  mentioned ; 
the  volunteer  aflbciations  approved,  and  the 
attention  of  the  legiflature  direfted  to  domeftic 

They  had  been  ferviceable  in  fupportin^  the  civil  magiftnte ;  fewer 
caftles,  houfes,  or  lands  were  kept  by  forcible  pof&ilion ;  (heriifii 
were  enabled  19  do  their  duty  5  fewer  rapes  and  other  enormities 
were  committed  than  uilial  ;  and  here  if  the  volunteers  bad  ftoppedf 
and  vift  had  ^n  no  more  of  them  after  the  eftabliAiment  of  peace^ 
their  page  in  hiftory  would  have  been  fair  and  refpeftable." 

«  See  Conftderations  on  the  expediency  and  neceffity  of  the  pre* 
fent  Aflfociations*    Kemembrancco  vol.  viii.  p.  185. 

'  Fifty  thousand  guineas* 

regulations. 
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regiiJations,  particularly  the  Piotfe^tft  charter  ^fl^?- 
fchools,  and  Jinen  manufafture.    ^t  .  ^^^ 

The  addrefs  was  debated  with ^reat  vio-  j^'^^^**^ 
Icnce.  Mr.  G  rattan  declared  tbefp^clipro-  thcaddieL 
mifed  much,  but  offered  nothing;  it  owned  ^  ^ 
the  diftrefs  of  the  country,  biitipeefented  no 
relief:  and  he  moved  an  amendment,  reprefent- 
ing  the  calamities  of  the  nation,  arid  b^feeching 
Jiis  majefty  for  a  free  trade,  which  wdi  llie  birth-  • 
right  of  eveiy  Iriihman.  In  the  coiirfc  of  the 
debate,  fome  members  difciaimed'tlie authority 
of  the  lords  and  commons  of  Great  Bi'itain,  and 
their  right  to  inteifere  in  the  legiilation  of  Ire- 
land, wnich  was  ^  independent  natioii,  fubje6l 
only  to  the  king,  and  to  its  own  lords  ahd  com- 
mons. Mr.  Grattan's  amendment  being  confi-i 
dered  too  prolix,  was  modified  into  a  declaration^ 
that  in  the  prefent  poftureof  afFuirs,*tempori2ing 
expedients  would  not  avail ;  the  nation  could 
only  be  faved  from  deftruftion,  by  a  free  and 
unlimited  ti-ade  to  all  her  ports.  The  addreflea 
were  carried  up  with  great  parade,  and  attend^ 
ed  with  a  thunder  of  popular  acclamation ;  the 
duke  of  Leinfter  in  perfon  efcorted  the  fneaker 
from  the  houfe  of  parliament  to  the  caflle,  the 
flreets  being  lined  on  both  fides  with  volunteers, 
armed  and  in  uniform.  -  ' 

Ikquiries  were  immediately  inftituted  into  and*Nb- 
the  ftateof  the  penfion  lift,  fecret  fervice,  na-  vember. 
tional  debt,  expenditure  of  money  voted  for  the  ^^^l^ 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  expences  attending 
encampments,  and  the  produce  of  the  'hearths 
tax;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  on  the 
ftate  of  the  nation. 

Apprehensive  of  fome  impediment  either  liLitcr* 
from  the  fupporters  of  government  iu  Ireland,  fuppiy. 
or  from  the  privy-council  of  Great  Biilain,  in 
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§2Ar  ^^*  P^^^H^  ^Hi^^  ^f  obtaining  a  free  tn6c^ 
^iZi^  *^^  popular  party  propofed  to  keep  government 
»77«.  i^  dep^in^nte  and  fubjeftion,  by  pafTing  a  mo- 
7  ':  n^  btfll  to  fupply  the  exchequer  for  fix  months 
Riot  in  only.  As  this  liieafure  met  with  violent  oppo* 
^"^^"-  fitionj  the  populace  of  Dublin,  inftigated  per- 
haps by  their  fuperiors,  affumed  the  privilege 
of  dire£|iii(g  the  proceedings  of  the  legiflature« 
A  mob  of  fiv^  or  fix  thoufand  aflembl^  before 
the  hoiife  of  parliament,  clamouring  for  a  free 
trade,  and  a  fiiort  money  bill :  they  ftopped  the 
Speaker  in  his  coach,  and  tendering  an  oath 
to  feyeral  of  the  members,  compelled  thofe  wha 
bad  nptfufficientfirmnefs  for  refiftance  to  bind 
themfelves  by  that  folemn  obligation  to  fup- 
port  the  popular  meafures.  Several  were  in- 
fulted  aiid  maltreated  ;  but  the  great  ftorm  of 
popular  fury  fell  on  Mr.  Scott,  the  attorneys- 
general  :  he  was  called  by  name  in  each  of  the 
courts  of  law  and  equity,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pofe  of  being  put  to  death  ;  his  houfe  was  broke 
open,  and  reduced  to  a  ruin ;  and  while  his 
dwell'mg  was  filled  with  the  yelb  and  execra^ 
tions  of  the  furious  rabble,  anonymous  letters 
afliired  him  that  he  fliould  not  furvive  the 
hour  of  his  vote  againft  the  ihort  money  bill. 
The  civil  arm  was  infufficient  to  reilrain  the  tu- 
mult ;  the  weak  inefficiency  of  the  government 
fuffered  the  military  to  be  fupeifeded  by  the 
volunteers,  and  thefe  did  not  mterfere  further 
than  by  a  deputation  from  the  lawyer's  corps 
wnarmedi  perfuading  the  mob,  when,  fatiated 
i6thNoT,  with  their  own  exceffes,  to,  difperfe.  The  at* 
torney-general  complained  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  but  had  the  mortification  to  hear 
the  fentiments  of  the  populace  efpoufed,  naai 
tlicir  canduft  partially  defended ;   the  debate 

wa$ 


GEORGE    HI,  fOl 

was  hardly  leis  tumultuous  than  theoccafion  chap. 
of  it ;  the  houfe  at  length  agreed  to  addrefs   ^[fj^* 
the  lord-lieutenant  to  iffue  a  proclamation  fot     177s* 
apprehending  the  rioters.    Tne  ihort  money 
biU,  however,  palled,  and,  mortifying  as  fuch.a 
proceeding  mud  have  been,  received  the  fanc*- 
tion  of  the  privy-council 
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CHAPTER  THE  THIRTY-SEVENTH: 
1779—1780. 
Meeting  of  parliament. -^King's fpecch.  —  Vio- 
lent debates  on  the  addrejjes.  —*  Relief  af- 
forded to  Ireland.  —  Efforts  on  the  JabjeQ 
of  economy,  —  Motion  by  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond. —  Burke  gives  notice  oj  bringing  in 
a  bill  for  economical  reform.  —  Meeting  of 
the  freeholders  of  Yorkjhire.  —  Corrcfpond- 
ing  committees  appointed.  —  The  example  of 
Yorkjhire  generally  folio-wed.  —  London  com- 
mittee formed.  —  Burke  introduces  his  plan 
of  reform.  —  His  celebrated  fpeech.  —  Re- 
foluiion  for  abolijhing  the   board  of  trade. 
—  Commiffton    of    accounts    appoi^ited.  — 
Bills  for  excluding  cohtraQors  —  and  fuf 
pending  the  votes    of  revenue   officers^  re- 
jeQed.  —  Account    of  places  —  and    of 
penjions  payable  at  the  exchequer   laid  be- 
fore the  houfe.  —  Duels  between  members 
of  parliament.  —  Debates  on  the  raijing  of 
^volunteer  t^egimejits.  —  Altercation  betxteen 
lord  North  and  Sir  Fletcher  Norton. — Nu- 
merous county  and    city  petitions.  —  In- 
temperate language  on  iiitroducing  them.  — 
Difcuffion  of  the  petitions. — Refolutions  paf 
fed  on  the  influence  of  the  crown  — the  ex- 
penditure of  the  civil  liji  —  and  the  relief 
'  of   the  people.   —  The  j^efolutions  report- 
ed. -^  Motion  for  account  of  monies  paid  to 
members  of  parliament.  —  Vote  for  render- 
ing certain  officers  incapable  of  Jztting.  — 
Illnefs  of  the  fpeaker.  —  Adjournment.  — 
Motion  againji  diffolving  parliament  —  re- 
jeBed.  —  Indignation  of  Fox.  —  Further 
proceedings  on  the  petitions. — Report  of  the 
committee  refufed.  —  General  objervations. 

CHAP/  qucH    were  the   general  circumftances  of 
1^X!j'       difafFeftion  and  alarm  at  the  commence- 
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ment  of  a  feffion  of  parliaTncnt,  whicliiii  its  chap, 
progrefs  was  unufually  turbulent,  diftinguilh-    ^^^^ 
ed  for  acrimonious  violence  in  debate,    for-     »779% 
midable  attacks  on  the  liability  of  government,  ^^n^^  rf 
and  delufive  fpeculations  on  economy  and  re-  parliament, 
formation  ;  attended  with  unufnal  aflbciations^ 
among  the  people,  and  a  dreadful  explofion  of 
popular  violence  which,  in  the  very  feat  of  go- 
vernment, braved  its  authority,   and  left  no 
meafure  for  preferving  the  conftitution,  and 
defending  life    and    property,  but  that,  ever 
abhorrent  to  the  principles  of  freemen,  the  mi* 
litary  arm. 

The  king  in  his  fpeech,  faid,  the  parliament  J^'"^ 
was  called  on  by  every  principle  of  duty,  and  **"^ 
every  confidcration  of  intereft,  to  exert  united 
efforts  in  fupport  and  defence  of  the  country, 
attacked  by  an  unjuft  and  unprovoked  war,  aud 
contending  with  one  of  the  moft  dangerouat 
confederacies  ever  formed.  Aided  by  the  pro-v 
tetlion  of  Providence,  the  zeal  of  the  nation, 
and  the  juftice  of  his  ctiXifG,  he  was  firmly  re- 
folved  vigoroufly  to  profecute  the  war,  for  the 
purpofe  of  compelling  the  enemy  to  equit^blo 
terms  of  peace. 

He  had  not  been  inattentive  to  the  addrefles 
of  laftfeflion  refpcdling  Ireland,  but  had  order- 
ed papers  to  be  laid  before  parliament,  and 
recommended  to  their  confuleration  what  fur- 
ther benefits  might  be  extended  to  that  king- 
dom, by  regulations  moft  cifcftually  promoting 
the  common  ftrength,  wealth,  and  iuterefts  of 
all  his  dominions. 

In  oppofing  the  addrefs,  the  marquis  of  Amend- 
Rockingham  cenfured  the  facility  with- which  ^T.'^^ 
the  two  cmbafladors,  lord  Grantham  and  lord  moved  in 
Stormont,  had  fuifercd  themfelves  to  be  de-  ^^^^  iorUs. 
ceived  by  the  craft  of  Spain  and  France,  and 

the 
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CHAP,  the  confidence  with  which  miniftcrs  had  af- 
w^^^'  ^^^^^  parliament  that  treaties  inimical  to  the 
1779-  interefts  of  Great  Britain  were  not  in  exiftence? 
or  even  in  embryo.  The  addrefs  recognized 
,  the  bleflings  of  his  majefty's  government ;  but 
that  recognition  was  unfounded  in  truth,  and 
an  infult  to  the  houfe.  No  bias,  no  prejudice, 
no  temptation,  could  fo  far  confound  truth  and 
reafon  with  their  oppofites,  as  to  convert  the 
very  caufe  of  oar  misfortunes  into  bleflings. 
There  was  a  time,  indeed,  at  which  he  could 
have  congratulated  the  King  on  the  bleflings 
enjoyed  under  his  government.  He  remem- 
bered when  his  majefty  afcended  the  throne  of 
his  anceftors  with  glory  and  luftre ;  but  for  the 
laftfeventeen  years  thofe  bleflings  had  gradual- 
ly decreafed,  and  the  nation  was  reduced  to  an 
unexampled  ftate  of  degradation.  This  change 
he  attributed  to  a  baleful  and  pernicious  fyftem 
of  unconftitutional  control  and  advice.  As 
the  fyftem  was  wrong  in  i  ts  firft  conco6lion,  fo  its 
effe^s  were  extended  to  every  department. 
The  greateft  officers  were  driven  from  the  fer- 
vice,  and  profcribed,  in  a  period  of  the  moft  im- 
minent danger ;  and  lord  Sandwich  was  not 
aihamed  to  retain  his  office,  although  he  knew 
that  his  continuance  precluded  naval  com* 
manders  of  the  moft  exalted  charafter  and  abi- 
lities from  ferving  their  country. 

From  the  unpopularity  of  the  firfl  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  the  marquis  turned  to  its  caufe, 
his  perfonal  incapacity,  which  he  inftanced  in 
the  negligent  defence  of  the  northern  fhores  of 
the  kingdom  :  the  town  of  Hull  was  kept  in 
continual  alarm  by  apprehenfions  of  Paul 
Jones ;  captain  Pierfon  was  relied  on  as  fuf- 
ficient  in  force  for  their  proteftion ;  but  to  the 
utter  .diiappointment  of  the  inhabitants,  he  waaf 

unable. 
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unaAile  with  the  mod  refolute  valour^  to  prevent  gh  af. 
his  own  capture.  xxxvii. 

The  difcontents  ia  Ireland  were  afcribed  to  1779?*' 
the  bad  faith  of  numifters,  who  promifed  to 
produce  meafutes  for  tlieir  relief  before  the 
rifins:  of  parliament ;  but,  although  the  feffion 
continued  feven  weeks,  paid  no  further  atten- 
tion to  the  fubjeft ;  the  people  were  confequent- 
ly  left  in  fufpencc,  the  aflbciators  were  permitted 
to  become  important,  and  conceiTions,  .which 
would  then  have  been  received  as  favours,  were 
now  demanded  as  rights  not  to  be  refigned, 
modified,  or  qualified.  The  marquis  then  ad^ 
verted  to  the  progrefs  of  hoftilities  in  America, 
cenfuring  witn  unreftrained  fe verity  the  procla- 
mation ifliied  by  the  commilTioners,  as  an  accurf-* 
ed  manifefto,  the  forerunner  of  a  war  of  the  moft 
horrid  and  diabolical  nature  ;  a  war  not  mere- 
ly contrary  to  the  Chri^ian  religion,  to  the 
acknowledged  principles  of  morality  and  hu* 
Baanity,  to  the  laws  of  war^  and  the  modes  of 
carrying  on  hoftilities  among  Turkifli  and 
Other  fanguinary  nations ;  but  to  the  laft  de- 
gree bloody,  maliguant,  and  diabolical.  It 
would  be  a  precedent  and  a  juftification  to 
France  and  Spain  in  landing  on  the  leail  de- 
fended parts  of  the  Britifli  coaft,  and  commit- 
ting ravages,  without  hope  of  benefit.  He  ac- 
cordingly moved  an  amendment  omitting  the 
whole  addrefs  except  the  title,  and  ^'^befeeching, 
his  majefty  to  refleft  on  the  extent  of  territory, 
the  power,  the  opulence,  the  reputation  abroad,  ^ 
and  the  concord  at  home,  which  diftinguifhed 
the  opening  of  his  reign,  and  marked  it  as  the^ 
moft  happy  and  fplendid  period  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  nation;  and  on  tne  endangered,  im* 
poveriihe4  enfeebled,  diftraded,  and  even  dif- 
membered  ftate  of  the  whole^  after  all  the  grants 

of 


S06  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CfHAP.  of  fucceffive  parliaments,  liberal  to  profufion, 
^^^'  and  trufting  to  the  very  uttnoft  extent  of  ra- 
»779.  tional  confidence."  Nothing  could  prevent 
the  confumrhation  of  public  ruin,  he  obferved, 
but  new  councils  and  new  counfellors,  and  a 
real  change,  from  a  fincere  conviftion  of  paft 
errors,  and  not  a  mere  palliation,  which  muft 
prove  fruitlefs. 

The  debate  engaged  an  extenfive  difcuffion 
on  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  and  all  its  depen- 
dencies, which  was  rcprefented  as  nioft  de- 
plorable by  the  dukes  of  Richmond  and  Graf- 
ton, lord  Shelburne,  lord  Camden,  lord  Effing- 
ham, lord  Townfhend,  and  lord  Lyttleton,  who 
again  appeared  in  the  ranks  of  oppofition,  and 
decried  the  American  war,  as  a  mad  Quixotic 
fally.  The  caufe  of  ^government  was  ably  de- 
fended by  the  lords  in  adminiftration,  to  whofe 
particular  departments  the  fpecific  complaints 
applied.  Lord  Stormont  denied  that  the  cala- 
mities which  furrounded  the  nation  ought  to 
be  afcribed  to  the  confederacy  in  arms,  the 
fituation  of  Ireland,  or  the  cond  u6i  of  minifters ; 
but  they  arofe  from  internal  divifion,  and  the 
violent  and  incautious  language  too  often  held 
in  parliament.  Lord  Mansfield  declared,  that 
from  the  diftreffed  and  |>erilous  fituation  of 
the  country,  he  was  perluaded  nothing  but  a 
full  and  comprehenfive  union  of  all  parties,  and 
all  men,  could  eftetl  its  falvation  :  he  was  old 
enough  to  remember  the  realm  in  very  embar- 
rafled  fituations;  he  had  feen  violent  party 
ftruggles,  but  no  previous  time  prefented  an 
image  of  the  prefent.  How  far  the  temper  of 
the  nation  and  Hate  of  parties  might  admit  of 
a  coalition,  he  could  not  decide ;  but  the  event 
was  devoutly  to  be  wilhed.  Such  was  the 
alarming  (late  of  affairs,  tliat  the  country  loudly: 

claimed 
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claimed  the  affiftance  of  every  heart  and  hand  ;   chap. 
and  though  fuch  a  co-operation  might  prevent  ^22^1 
defpair,  yet  the  moft  confident  and  refolute  of     »77> 
mankind   muft  difcem  fufiicient  motives   to 
dagger  his  confidence,  and  fhake  his  relblu* 
tion. 
The  amendment  was  negatived.' 
Lord  John  Cavendish  moved  an  amend-  in  the 
ment  to  the  addrels  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  ^<'"^*  ^ 
agreeing  verbatim  with  that  of  the  marqnis  of  ^®"™'°^ 
IU)ckingham.     The  debate  was  conducted  with 
great  a^erity,  and  few  inftances  are  found  in 
hiftory  of  fo  great  an  intemperance  of  fpeech. 
The  mover  of  the  amendment,  adverting  with 
a  fneer  to  the  mention  of  Divine  Providence  in 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  obferved.  Provi- 
dence was  indeed  the  great  ally  to  whom  alone 
the  kingdom  owed  its  prefervation ;   an  in- 
ferior fleet,  a  defencelefs  coaft,  an  exhaufted 
'  treafury,  prefented  an  eafy  prey  to  the  enemy  ; 
minifters  fupine,  negligent,  and  divided,  had 
brought  the  realm  to  the  verge  of  deftiudion; 
but  Providence  interpofed,  and  the  danger  blew 
over.     Such  were  the  glaring  abfurdities,  cri- 
minal omiffions,  and  fcandalous  inconfiftencies 
of  adminiilration,  that,  unlefsthey  were  baniih- 
ed  from  the  royal  prefence,  and  this  fyftem 
totally  overturnwl,  the  nation  muft  inevitably 
fall  under  the  power  of  its  enemies. 

The  king,  it  was  obferved,  had  notinhia 
fpeech  once  mentioned  America :  the  accurfed 
war  with  that  country  had  coft  many  millions 
of  money,  many  thoufands  of  lives^  yet  it  was 
not  noticed  by  the  king,  unlefs  included  in  the 
general  term,  '*all  my  dominions,"  though  by 
the  omifilon  of  a  more  particular  mention,  it 
might  be.  fuppofed  the  king  faw  the  necef- 
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CHAP.  fity. of  renouncing    all  claim  to  fovereignty 

1^^!^  over  the  colonies. 
»779»  The  internal  defence  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  prote6i:ion  of  its  external  poffeflions,  the 
^aranty  of  trade,  and  the  honour  of  the  na- 
tional flag  were  fhamefully  and  wickedly  nee- 
ledled.  Enormous  funis  had  been  voted  for  the 
army,  and  expended  without  an  appearance  of 
economy ;  inftead  of  detaching  parts  for  occa- 
iional  fervices,  the  unwieldy  machine  was  kept 
idle  and  inadive  at  home.  The  modelling  of 
the  military  body  was  fcandalous  and  unjuft : 
the  experienced  veteran  was  fuperfeded  by  the 
raw  fuDaltern,  who  had  the  advantage  not  of 
fuperior  merit,  but  fuperior  patronage;  and 
thus  the  quick  fenfe  of*  honour,  irritated  at 
undcferved  indignity,  was  exhaufted  in  com- 
plaints add  murmurings.  The  terrified  merchant 
traded  with  reluftance  his  proi>erty  on  the 
fea,  while  the  channel  was  covered  with  the 
fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  and  the  intercourfe 
with  the  ocean  in  a  great  meafure  intercepted, 
Thefe  confiderations  deprefledthe  fpirits  of  all 
who  were  engaged  in  commerce,  and  afFefted 
the  manufaftures  of  the  nation.  The  lower 
ckfs^  of  people  were  unemployed,  and  the  valac 
of  land  lufFered  an  alarming  and  i:apid  decreafe. 
In  the  Weft  Indies,  Dominica  captured,  St* 
Vincent's  wrefted  from  us,  and  Grenada  once 
more  under  the  obedience  of  France.  Mif- 
fortune  and  deje^iion  were  imprcffed  on  the 
countenance  of  every  gentleman  who  had  pro- 
pcrtv  in  thofe  iflands ;  their  fortunes  had  been 
cruined,  if  not  annihilated,  by  the  fhock.  The 
coaft  of  Scotland  was  naked  and  defcncelefs  ; 
Paul  Jones  might  have  deftroyed  Glafgow, 
Leith,  Greenock,  and  Edinburgh :  the  people 
of  Dumfriesfhire  had  petitioned  for  arms,  but 
-^  fuftained 
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Riitainoda  mortifying  refufal.  Plymouth,  the  c  hap* 
fecornl  naval  arfcual  in  the  kingdom,  had  been  ^^^]^' 
left  undefended.  Providence  alone  had  pro-  1779. 
tfded  it ;  for  fuch  was  the  fuperiority  of  the 
combined  fleets,  that  the  Britilh  navy  fkulked 
in  the  channel,  hiding  among  the  rocks  for 
lafety,  and  ftealfng  out  without  daring  to  fire 
figual  guns  ;  m  hile  the  artillery  of  the  enemy 
thundered  in  the  ears  of  the  people,  and  kept 
Plymouth  in  continual  alarm.  The  garrifon 
Avas  lb  weak,  and  fo  little  capable  of  refiftance, 
that  had  the  enemy  landed,  they  mull  have 
deftroyed  the  town :  "  We  would  have  met 
them,"faid  Mr  Minchin,  ''witli  the  fpirit  of 
Engliflimen,  but  fure  I  am  that  to  a  man  we 
mull  have  periflied," 

In  the  courfeof  debate,  an  afTertion  was  at- 
tributed to  the  friends  of  adminiftration,  that 
the  king  was  his  ownminifter,  his  own  admiral 
in  chief,  his  own  general,  his  own  fecretary,  his 
own  prefident  of  the  council,  and  his  own 
financier.  Although  lord  North  denied  the 
affertion,  Fox  animadverted  on  it  as  a  doftrine 
dangerous  to  the  conftitution,  tending  to  re- 
move refponfibility  from  thofe  who  ought  to 
bear  it,  to  liim  who  can  do  no  wrong,  and  can- 
not be  called  to  account.  But  though  in  ge- 
neral the  evils  of  a  reign  might  be  attributed 
to  wicked  mijuifters,  ftill  then  thofe  amounted 
to  ^  Certain  height,  the  minifters  were  forgot, 
and  the  prince  alone  encountered  the  indig- 
nation of  the  people.  Charles  I.  and  James  II. 
paid  for  tjie  crimes  of  Itheir  minifters,  th^ 
one  with  his  life,  the  other  with  his  crown  : 
their  fate  prefented  a  fjilutary  admonitioji  for 
fucceeding  fovereign^,  to  refirain  and  not 
)&lindly  follow  tlie  diOiates  of  their  fervants. 
It  >va3  not  a  fecre(,  not  llioujid  )t  ])^  ^  niotneut 
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\  CHAP,  sibfent  from  the  king's  recolleftion,  that  he 
xxxvir.  owed  his  crown  to  the  delinquency  of  the 
^77^  Stuart  family.  The  pretenfions  of  that  unfor- 
tunate and  deteiled  race  could  occafion  no 
alarm;  but  were  one  of  them  remaining, 
what  fcope  for  upbraidings  and  remonftrances 
could  he  not  find  in  the  prefent  reign.  "  You 
have  baniflied  my  anceftors,"  he  might  ex- 
claim, "  from  the  throne,  and  bari-ed  the 
fceptre  againft  all  his  progeny  for  the  mifcon- 
duft  of  his  minifters,  yet  your  prefent  mi- 
nifters  are  ten  times  more  wickea  and  igno- 
rant ;  and  whilft  you  give  your  fovereign  the 
title  of  heft  of  princes,  his  minifters  have 
rendered  his  reign,  beyond  comparifon,  the 
moft  infamous  that  ever  difgraced  the  na- 
tion.'' 

"  No  period  in  the  hiftory  of  the  country/* 
heobferved,  "furniflied  a  parallel  to  the  prefent, 
except  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  His  family, 
.  like  that  of  the  king,  did  not  claim  the  crown 
by  hereditary  defcent ;  both  owed  it  to  revo- 
lutions; both  were  amiable  and  pious  princes. 
Henry  was  the  fon  of  the  moft  renowned  mo- 
narch that  ever  fat  on  the  throne;  George  was 
grandfonof  ahero;  Henry  loft  all  his  father's 
conquefts,  and  all  his  hereditary  provinces  in 
iFrance;  George  had  already  feentne  conquefts 
of  his  grandfather  wrefted  trom  him  in  the  Weft 
Indies>  and  his  hereditary  provinces  of  America 
erefted  into  an  empire,  that  difclaimed  all  con- 
De£iion.  Brighter  profpe6ls  could  not  be  ima- 
gined than  thofe  which  diftinguiihed  the  com- 
mencement of  his  majefty's  reign  :  poffefled  of 
immenfe  dominions,  and  the  w&rtncft  affec- 
tions of  his  people,  his  acccffion  was  highly 
flattering  to  himfelf  and  his  fubje^ls.  How 
fadly  wa«  the  fcene  reverfed!  his  empire  dif- 
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menibcred,  his  counfels diftrafted,  and  his  fub-  chap. 
jeft*  abating  their  fondncfs  for  his  perfon.  The  x^xvir. 
patience  of  the  people  was  not  unlimited:  they  1779? 
would  at  laft  do  themfelves  juftice  by  infur- 
reftiona ;  and  thousjh  the  attendant  calami- 
ties could  not  be  jultififed,  or  compenfated  by 
any  refulting  good,  yet  they  were  inevitable. 
Treachery,  and  not  ignorance,  muft  hai'e  pre- 
vailed in  the  national  counfels,  to  reduce  the 
nation  to  fo  miferable  a  condition ;  the  minifter 
miKht  flatter  himfelf  in  the  protection  of  a 
majority,  or  fecurity  of  the  law;  but  when 
a  nation  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  wretch- 
edneft  and  diftraClion  that  the  laws  could  af- 
ford the  people  no  relief,  they  would  afford  the 
minifters,  who  had  caufed  the  evil,  but  little 
proteftion.  What  the  law  of  th«  land  could 
not,  the  law  of  nature  would  accompliili;  the 
people  would  inevitably  take  up  arms;  and  the 
firft  charaderg  m  the  kingdom  would  be  feen 
in  the  ranks !" 

Lord  Georce  Gordon,  whofe  intempe- 
rate fanaticifm,  and  audacious  virulence,  had, 
often difgraced  the  houfe,  infilled  that  the  king's 
Ibeech  abounded  in  impropriety,  and  was  de- 
ficient in  common-fenfe :  the  miniftry  were  no 
lefs  odious  in  Ireland  than  in  England ;  and 
the  people  of  Scotland  were  almoft  equally 
prepared  to  rife  in  oppofltion.  Adverting  to 
the  refufal  to  permit  the  arming  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Dumfriesfliire,  he  read  a  letter  to  the 
duke  of  Queenfbury  from  the  fpcretary  at  war : 
then  fuddenly  apoilrophidng  that  minifter, 
"and  you,  Charles  Jenkinfon,*'  he  exclaimed, 
**  how  durft  you  write  fuch  a  letter  I  Robert 
Bruce  would  not  have  dared  to  write  fuch  a 
one:  and  yet  the  fecretary  of  an  eleftor  of 
Hanover,  ha$  had  the  {>refumptioii  to  do  it : 
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CHAP,  the  royal  family  of  Stuart  were  banifhed  for 
xxxvii.  not  attending  to  the  voice  of  their  people;  and 
yet  the  eleSor  of  Hanover  is  not  afraid  to  dif-^ 
regard  it.  Sir  Hugh  Smithfon,  earl  Percy, 
(duke  of  Northumberland)  armed  cap-a-pie, 
marches  at  the  head  of  all  the  cheefemongera 
and  grocers  from  Temple  Bar  to  Brentford, 
and  the  great  earl  Douglas  of  Scotland  is  not 
to  be  entrufted  with  arms.  The  Scotch  are 
irritated  at  this  partiaUty;  and  in  point  of  re* 
ligion  they  are  exafperated,  as  they  are  con- 
vinced the  king  is  a  Papift." 

This  torrent  of  ribaldry  was  arretted  by  the 
interpofition    of  the  fpeaker,   but  unlimited 
acrimony  prevailed  during  the  whole  debate. 
The  adherents  of  adminiitration  were  loaded 
with  perfonal  abufe,  and   national  refleftions 
were  not  fpared.      ^'  Three  northern  oracles 
of  the    long-robe,  recommended,  no  doubt, 
to   favour    by  the   fmgular  loyalty  of  their 
houfes,  had  introduced,"  Temple  Luttrel  faid, 
"a  baleful  policy  into  the  government.  '  Taxa- 
tion or  ftarvation,'  was  the  laconic  and  ener- 
getic expreffion  of  the  lord  advocate  of  Scot- 
land :    '  Let  loofe  the  favage  Indians,  more 
fierce  than  the  blood -hounds  of  Columbus,  and 
employ  the  negro  fervants  to  butcher  their 
mafters,'  exclaims  the  attorney-general:  'The 
Rubicon,  the  Rubicon,'  is  the  word  of  the  chief 
juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  the  laft  of  this  wor- 
thy, amiable  triumvirate,   *  We  muft  go  forward 
through  profcriptions,    devaftation,  and  cai-- 
nage/    And  this  our  modern  hero  of  the  Ru- 
bicon, who  muft  foon  render  an  awful  account 
before  a  judge  far  mightier  than  himfelf,  in- 
ftpad  of  leaving  commentaries  on  the  laws  and 
conftitution  of  England,  will  bequeath  com- 
mehtarie?  on  the  American  campaigns,  from' 

which 
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Vhich  ftituTe  leaders  under  avengeful   com-  chap. 
hiiffions,  may  learn  their  beft  leflbns  of  bar-  ^^.• 
barity,  and  improve  in  every  art  of  increafing     1779- 
human  wretchednefs.      And   yet  the   day  is 
not  far  diftant,  when  (in  the  words  of  their 
countryman  Macbeth)  they  fhall  call  out  in 
a  woeful  concert — *  we  but  teach  bloody  in- 
ftruftions,  which  behig  taught,  return  to  plague 
the  inventors'. " 

Perhaps  this  unufual  virulence  of  inventive, 
enabled  minifters  to  make  their  defence  more 
readily  than  a  temperate  oppofition,  joined 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  times,  wotild  have 
allowed  them  to  expeft.  The  extreme  irrita- 
bility arid  indecent  violence  of  the  minority, 
juftified  the  obfervation  of  Mr.  Adam,  that 
thefe  days  exhibited  the  political  phenomenon 
of  an  unfuccefsful  miniftry,  and  an  unpopular 
oppoiitioD. 

All  the  minifters  concurred  in  denying 
that  they  had  endeavoured  to  evade  re^on- 
fibility,  by  implicating^  the  perfonal  charafter 
of  his  majefty  in  their  meafures;  fuch  an 
attempt  would  not  have  been  lefs  abfutd 
than  unconftitutional,- fince  the  law  annexed 
to  their  fituations  a  refponfibility,  which  no 
artifice  could  comproinifc  or  avoid.  The  prin- 
cipal defence  of  adminiftration  refted  on  lord 
North,  who  reduced  the  whole  matter  of  com- 
plaint again  ft  the  cabinet  to  the  fingle  faft,  that 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon  pofleffed  a  greater  naval 
force  than  Great  Britain.  That  they  had  been 
permitted  to  coUeft  this  force  unmolefted  and 
undifturbed,  could  not  be  imputed  as  a  crime; 
but  a  review  of  the  campaign,  would  {hew  that 
difgrace,  not  honour,  had  accrued  to  them  from 
its  pnogrefs.  They  had  equipped  a  formidable 
armament,  threatened^  performed  nothing,  and 
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CHAP,  retired :  their profefled obje6i; was invafion, thejr 
^^^'  had  not  dared  to  make  the  attempt,  and  were. 
1779*  therefore  foiled ;  their  armaments  had  paraded 
to  no  purpofe,  and  their  millions  Mere  fquan- 
derbd  in  vain  ;  he  almoft  wiftied  they  had 
landed,  convinced  that  a  Britifli  militia  would 
have  added  defeat  to  their  prefent  difgrace* 
It  was  not  candid  in  oppolition  to  atUibute 
the  proteclion  of  our  trade  entirely  to  Provi*- 
dence ;  it  could  not  efcape  their  penetration, 
that  for  «n  admiral  with  thirty-fix  or  forty  fail 
of  tlife  liiKS  to  keep  in  check  a  fleet  confifting 
of  fixty-fix  fail>  required  more  than  commoa 
abilities ;  nor  could  they  refufe  to  acknow- 
kdge,  that  by  keeping  together  fuch  an  im- 
menfe  armament,  wliich  miglit  otlier%vife  have 
been  feparated  and  employed  on  fpecific  opera- 
tions, tlie  Britiih  admiral  /had  rendered  an  im* 
portant  fervice  to  trade,  and  merited  admiratioa 
and  applauie.  It  was  alked,  Why  the  jun&ion 
of  the  two  hoftile  fleets  had  not  been  prevented  ? 
Such  had  been  tlie  intention  of  minifters,  but 
the  French,  ia  order  to  anticipate  it,  had  p\it 
to  fea  in  ib  bad  a  ftate  of  preparation,  uiat 
many  of  their  Ihips  were  afterwards  obliged  t6 
return  into  port.  The  Britifli  fleet,  on  which  the 
exiftence  of  the  nation  depended,  could  not> 
for  tlie  fake  of  avoiding  delay,  fail  in  an  im- 
perfed  condition,  but  had  Sir  Charles  Hardy 
known  in  the  fummer  the  internal  ftate  of  tlie 
combined  fleet,  he  would  have  defired  and 
fought  am  engagement,  wliich,  from  the  beakh^ 
fpirit^  a6tivity,  and  fuperior  naval  flcill  of  the 
Britifli  fquadron,  could  only  have  termitiated 
gloripufly  for  the  country.  Plymouth  had 
been  reinforced  at  the  moment  of  danger^ 
and  was  now  in  a  condition  to  defy  the  united 
elforts  of  the  lioufe  oi^  Bourbon ;  the  navy  was 
X  daily 
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daily  augmenting,  and  though  he  was  averfe  chap. 
to  render  difappointment  dreadful,  by  fanguine  ^j^^' 
predictions,  he  had  the  firmed  hope  of  a  bril-      1779. 
liant  campaign  in  the  fpring. 

The  fecretary  at  war,  vindicated  or  palliated 
feveral  imputed  afts  of  mifcondu6l  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  army  j  and  the  attorney-gene- 
ral and  Mr.  Dundas,  reinforced  lord  North's 
general  arguments,  with  many  judicious  and 
appofite  obfervations.  The  amendment  was 
negatived. ' 

In  thefe   debates    frequent  allufions   were  Affiiiriof 
made  to  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  and  the  miferies  ^J^**jl, 
and  expeftations  of  the  people :   the  members 
of  adminiflration  in  both  houfes,  gave  pofitive 
aflurances,  that  plans  and  arrangements  were 
in  contemplation,  which  would  give  entirfe  fa- 
tisfa£Hon  to  that  branch  of  the  empire.     Before 
thefe  intentions  could  be  put  in  execution, 
lord  Shelburne,  having  obtamed  a  fummons  of  ift  Dec. 
the  houfe,  recapitulated  the  proceedings  of  the  ^«^  Shel- 
laft  feffion,  blamed  the  delay  of  minifters  in  motion, 
affording  relief,   and   attributed  to  that  cir- 
cumfiance,  the  prevalent  difaffeftion  and  for- 
midable front  of  refiftance  in   Ireland.    The 
government  had  been  abdicated,  and  the  peo- 
ple were  juftified,  by  the  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  the  laws  or  felf  prefervation,  in 
refuming  the  powers.     He  would  not,  however, 
gather  their  fentiments  from  the  proceedings 
of  county  and  town  meetings,   the  language 
of  alTociations,  and  the  general  fpirit,  but  con* 
fine  himfelf  to  an  authentic  ftate  paper;  the 
addreis  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  which 
declared  that  '^  nothing  lefs  than  a  free  trade 
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CHAP,  xcould  refcue  the  kingdom  from  ruin."  Tins 
xxxvir.  ^^.^jj  ^i^g  united  voice  of  the  nation,  conveyed 
i779»  to  the  throne,  through  the  proper  conftitutional 
organs  ;  in  it,  all  parties  and  defcriptions  of 
men  concurred  ;  Church  of  England  men, 
Roman  Catholics,  diflentcrs  and  fcctaries  of 
every  clafs ;  whigs  and  tories,  placemen,  pen- 
fioners,  and  country  gentlemen;  Engliflimen  by 
birth,  in  Ihort,  every  man  in  and  out  of  parlia- 
ment: fuch  was  the  prefent  temper  of  Ireland. 
When,  during  the  laft  feflion,  their  aftairs  were 
fubmittcd  to  pariiament,  moderate  conceffion, 
and  the  hope  of  obtaining  more  in  future,  would 
have  fatisfied  them ;  but  now,  from  the  mif- 
condu6l,  incapacity,  and  above  all,  the  fliame- 
ful  inattention  of  minifters.  Great  Britain  was 
driven  to  the  melancholy  terms  of  fubmitting 
to  the  di6latcs  of  Ireland,  or  of  lofing  Ireland 
as  well  as  America.  He  attributed  much  of 
this  mifconduft  to  lord  North,  who.eterrifttly 
flept  when  he  lliould  be  awake,  was  fcarcely 
ever  attentive,  but  when  alacrity  led  to  error, 
and  who  never  moved  with  more  than  his  ac- 
cuftomed  pace,  however  preffing  the  exigency 
or  imminent  the  peril :  fimilar,  in  this,  to  the 
French  general,  who,  though  he  received  intel- 
ligence that  forty  thoufand  men  were  in  dan- 
ger of  being  furrounded,  could  not  be  prevailed 
on  to  put  his  horfe  into  a  trot 

His  lordfliip  reviewed  the  complaints  and 
grievances  of  Ireland,  attributing  them  chief- 
ly to  the  power  of  the  crown,  in  diiburfing  the 
hereditary  revenue,  and  the  mifchievou^  dif^ 
pofal  of  church  preferment,  and  to  the  reje&ion 
.of  bills  palculated  for  relief,  by  the  interference 
of  the  minifter  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
From  thele  caufcs,  inftead  of  ten  or  twelve 
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thoufand  affociators,  full  four  times  the  number  CHAP, 
were  well  armed  and  accoutred,  and  daily  im-  ^2?J^* 
proving  in  difcipline.  The  honour  and  dignity  >779- 
of  the  crown  were  difgraced.  The  fword  was 
dropped ;  and  the  people  had  taken  it  up,  on  the 
double  motive  of  defending  theinfelves  againft 
a  foreign  enemy,  and  obtaining  by  arms  juf- 
tice,  which,  as  in  the  cafe  of  America,  had  been 
denied  to  their  humble  applications,  and  the 
repeated  narratives  of  their  calamities  and  dif- 
trefs.  He  concluded  by  moving  a  vote  of 
cenfure  on  minifters,  for  neglecting  to  take 
efFeftual  meafures  for  the  relief  of  Ireland,  in 
confequence  of  the  addrefs  of  the  nth  of 
May,  and  fuffering  the  difcon  tents  to  arife  to 
a  height  which  endangered  the  political  con- 
nexion of  the  two  countries. 

LoBLD  Hillsborough  defended  the  con- 
duft  of  adminiftration,  and  proved  that  no 
delay  could  be  fairly  imputed ;  meafures  for 
relief  of  Ireland  could  not  be  adopted  by 
government,  but  muft  flow  from  the  legiflature, 
and  could  not  be  entered  on  without  proper 
information.  A  letter  had  been  written  in  May 
to  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  an  anfwer  received 
only  in  June,  replete  with  important  informa- 
tion ;  fince  which  time,  minifters  had  been 
indefatigably  employed  in  making  arrange- 
ments, and  the  refullj  would  be  fpeedily  com- 
municated to  parliament. 

Much  extraneous  matter  was  introduced 
into  the  debate,  as  well  by  lord  Shtlburne,  as 
thofe  who  followed  him,  tending  to  convey 
cenfure  both  on  particular  members  of  the 
cabinet,  and  on  the  coUeftive  body  of  admi- 
niftration.  Lord  Abingdon  recited  a  threat  of 
lord  LyttletoU;  who  died  fince  the  beginning 
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CHAF.  of  thefeffion;*  importing  that  he  would  reveal 
^^ot^.  matters  refpeAing  the  miniftry,  which  all  their 
arts  of  impofition,  and  hitherto  unfhaken  eflPron- 
terjr,  could  not  countervail.  The  marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham related  an  anecdote  refpefting  the  pur- 
chafe  of  the  clerkihip  of  the  pells  from  Mr.  Fox 
to  beftoW  it  on  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  which  loaded  the 
Irifh  eilablifhment  with  an  addition  of  three 
thouiand  pound  s  a  year.  Lord  G  ower  oppofed  the 
motion,  though  convinced  that  the  cenfure  was 
well  founded;  *'  he  had  prefided"  he  faid  "  for 
fome  years  at  the  council  table,  and  had  feen 
fuch  tilings  pafs  there  of  late,  that  no  man  of 
honour  or  confcience  could  fit  any  longer.** 
The  times  required  explicit  declarations ;  he 
had  fupported  the  American  war,  on  principle, 
and  was  ftill  confident  that  the  refources  of  the 
country  weie  fuflScient  to  refill  the  dangerous 
confederacy  by  which  it  was  oppofed;  but  to 
profit  by  thofe  refources,  energy  and  eiFeftmuft 
he  reftorcd  to  government.  Lord  Shelburne's 
motion  was  negatived.  * 

On  the  fame  day  in  which  this  motion  was 
difculTed  in  the  upper  houfe,  lord  North  com*- 
municated  to  the  commons  additional  papers 
on  the  fubje6t  of  Ireland,  promifing  the  re- 
mainder with  all  convenient  expedition,  and 
that  in  eight  days  he  would  introduce  a  plan, 
wliich  would  convince  the  fitter  kingdom 
of  the  genuine  goodwill  towards  her,  which 
governed  his  majefty's  counfels.  This  intima- 
tion did  nt)t  prevent  the  earl  of  Upper  Oflbry 
from  introducing  to  the  houfe  a  motion  of 
cenfure,  exaftly  fimilar  to  that  of  lord  Shel- 
bus'ne,  which  he  inforced  by  nearly  the  fame 
axgumaitfi. 
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*rH  E  motion  was  oppofed  on  the  general  prin-  chap. 
ciple  that  no  neglect  had  been  proved,  and  that  ^2S3^ 
the  charge  was  not  fpecifically  pointed.  The  »779- 
grievances  of  Ireland  did  not  originate  with 
the  prefent  miniflers  ;  nor  was  any  ad  of  theirs 
included  in  the  complaint,  which  embraced  a 
feries  of  ads  of  parliament  from  the  twelfth  of 
Charles  ii.  to  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
reign,  but  none  iince  his  majefly's  acceffion« 
The  Iriih  defired  a  free  trade.  Had  the  mi- 
niilry  reftrained  their  trade  ?  on  the  contrary 
they  had  enlarged  it ;  they  had  given  bounties 
on  the  Newfoundland  fishery,  encouraged 
the  growth  of  hemp  and  tobacco  ;  permitted 
the  exportation  of  woollen  for  cloathing  the 
troops  of  that  country,  and  of  feveral  articles 
to  the  Weft  Indies  and  the  coaft  of  Africa: 
they  had  conferred  more  benefits  on  the  Iriih 
nation  in  the  conipafs  of  a  few  years  than  ali 
the  other  adminiftrations  fmce  the  Revolutiotu 
Earl  Nugent,  though  he  loved  his  native 
country,  difapproved  the  motion.  He  had 
propofed  (and  he  confidered  the  propofition 
foujided  in  wifdom  and  liberality)  to  relieve 
Ireland  from  the  reftridions  on  commerce. 
His  views  -were  to  produce  equal  benefits  to 
both  countries  (for  God  forbid  he  iliould  ad- 
vance any  local  intereft  tq  the  general  prgn* 
dice  of  the  Britifli  empire)  and  grant  to  Ireland 
evwy  indulgence  which  could  promifefubftan* 
tial  benefit  without  injury  to  Great  Britain. 
Many  branches  of  manufa6lure  and  commerce 
vere  monopolized,  to  the  great  detriment  and 
impoverilhment  of  IrelanU,  without  material 
benefit  to  England. 

Ik  difcuffing  the  mere  merits  of  the  motion, 
few  opportunities  occurred  of  blaming  or  dif- 
treiling  adminiftration  ;  but  the  mofi  perverfe 
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and  malignant  mode  was  adopted  of  draiwing^ 
parallels  between  Ireland  and  America;  ftatin^ 
the  conduft  of  the  one-  to  be  notefs  rebellious 
than  that  of  the  other,  and  braving  the  mini- 
fter  to  exercife  fimilar  vengeance.  ""  Ireland," 
it  was  faid,  "  fpumed  at  the  Britifli  claim  of 
dominion ;  confidering  herfelf  free  and  indepen- 
dent, and  was  determined  to  maintain  the  prin- 
ciple. A  mob  had  rifen  in  Dublin,  and  non-im- 
portation agreements  had  taken  place;  why  not, 
like  ill-fated  Bofton,  flint  up  the  port  of  Dublin, 
bum  Cork,  reduce  Waterford  to  afl»es  ?  Why  not 
prohibit  all  popular  meetings  in  that  kingdom, 
and  deftroy  all  popular  eledions?  Why  not 
alter  the  ufual  mode  of  flriking  juries,  as  was 
done  by  the  MaffachuHets  charter  aft  ?  Why 
not  bring  the  Dublin  rioters  over  to  this  coun- 
try to  be  tried  by  an  Englifli  jury?  Why  not 
fliut  up  their  ports,  and  prevent  them  from 
trading  with  each  other  ?  And  lalUy,  why  not 
declare  them  out  of  the  king's  peace  ?  In  Ihort^ 
why  not  profcribe  the  principal  leaders  who  held 
commiilions,  not  under  the  crown,  but  by  the 
cleftion  of  the  very  corps  which  they  command- 
ed, and  declare  the  whole  kingdom  in  rebellion? 
Tlie  anfwer  was  plain  and  direft  :  minifters  dare 
not :  fad  and  dear-bought  experience  had 
taught  them  the  folly  as  well  as  impraftica- 
bility  of  fuch  meafures;  the  danger  of  the  pre- 
fent  awful  moment  made  infolcnce  and  arro- 
gance give  way  to  fear  and  humiliation  !  The 
motion  wasrejefted." 

Lord  North,  in  purfuance  of  his  promife, 
introduced  three  propofitions  for  the  relief  of 
Ireland,  allowing  a  free  export  of  wool,  woollens, 
and  wool  flocks ;  of  glafs  and  all  kinds  of  glafs 
manufaftures ;  and  a  free  trade  with  the  Britifli 
plantations  on  certain  conditions  ;  the  bafis  of 
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which  was  an  equality  of  taxes  anc^  cufioms.  chap,  t» 
The  miniftcr's  fpeech  was  one  of  the  moil  able,  ™^^2*  ^ 
intelligent,   and  fatisfaftory   which  had  ever      *77^  \ 

heen  delivered  in  parliament.     The  two  firft  . 

bills  palfed  without  delay  ;  the  third  was  ar- 
Teftedin  its  progrefs  till  the  fentiments  of  the  ^ 

Irilh  could  be  afccrtained:    But  altliough  great 
pains   were   taken  to  inflame  the  pride,  arid 
increafe  the  pretenfions  of  that  nation,  by.  re- 
prefenting  the  conceffions  as  matter  of  right 
riot  of  favour,  as  a  tribute  to  their  military 
fpirit  not  as  afpontaneous  eifufion  of  affe6lion« 
the  Iriih  parliament  was  too  wife  to  depreciate 
prefent  gain  by  remote  and  ufelefs  fpeculation, 
both  houfes  received  the  afts  with  great  fatis- 
ia£iion,  and  expreflions  of  loyalty  to  the  king, 
and  efteem  for  the  Britifli  legiflature :  and  the 
people    declared    the    utmoft   cordiality  and 
friendfhip  towards   England.'     Lord  North,     .^^ 
with  only  a  few  impediments  from  lord  George    17$©/ 
Gordon,   and   other  fubaltems  of  oppoGtion, 
perfe6le:d  his  original    plan;  adding    to    the 
meafures  already  enumerated,  a  repeal  of  the 
prohibitions  on  exporting  Englilh  gold  coin, 
and  importing  foreign  hops,  and  enabling  the 
Irifli  to  become  members  of  the  Turkey  com- 
pany, and  trade  to  the  Levant. 

While  the  minifter  was  thus  endeavouring  EflTortsmi 
to  Tpftore  tranquillity  to  the  fifter  kingdom,  the  ^^/J^^ 
fpirit  of  difaffeftion  was  ftudioufly  excited  in  my. 
England,  by  appeals  on  afubjeft  which  never  fails 
to  intereft  the  feelings  of  a  commercial  nation, 
the  expences  of  government,  and  the  neceflity 
of  economy.     A  jedlous  vigilance  over  the 
national  purfe  is  one  pf  the  mod  facred  duties 
i»f  a  membeif  of  parliament ;  and  every  exertion 
apparently    inftigated   by  that   motive  gains 

^  See  lord  Irnham's  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  commons  the  2^th 
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CHAP,   credit  and  resprd  from  the  moft  fedate  aud 
S5w '  prudent  part  of  fociety.     It  is  eafy  to  combine 
1779.      with  the  performance  of  this  diity  a  haiih  and 
and  ceade   appeal    to    the  prejudices  of  the 
vulgar  and  inconfiderate,  by  declaiming  againft 
the  fpendouT  of  royally,  the  expenfivenefs  of 
£necure  and  other  places,  and  the  luxury  of  the 
dependents  of  the  court,   compared  with  the 
penury  of  the  people  at  large.    Thefe  unworthy 
efforts  rarely  fail  of  their  effed,  cfpecially  in  a 
coftly  and  unfuccefsful  war.     To  tliefe  topics 
the  oppofition  now  had  recourle,  and  blended 
with  this  dangerous  and   fallacious  mode  of 
difcuflion,  the  inference;  ftill  more  dangerous  and 
fallacious,  that  all  thefe  expences  were  not  only 
detrimental  to  the  pecuniary  interefts  of  the 
people,  but  that  their  liberties  were   bought 
and  fold  with  their  own  plunder,  as  all  the  fup- 
pUes  extorted  from  them  were  employed  to  ex-» 
tend  the  undue  influence  of  the  crown.     This 
was  the  political  text  of  the  whole  feffion,  and 
was  dilated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  occafion 
more  danger  to  the  fafety  of  government  than 
a  fuccefsful  rebellion,  and    a  hoftile  foreign 
confederacy  had  been  able  to  effeft. 

In  conformity  with  this  principle,  the  efti^ 
mates  and  fupplics  were  cenfured  with  peculiar 
acrimony ;  and  no  argument  uneflayed  which 
could  beget  uneafinefs  in  the  public  mind,  and 
convert  a  wholefome  attention  to  peciuniary 
intereft  into  a  feverifli  folicitude  about  eco- 
nomy. 
jthVec.        The  firft  attempt  to  give  to  this  dangerous 
K^Tk%  P^^cipJ^  i^  defired  diredion  was  made  by  the 
kichniond.  dukc  of  Richmond,  who  moved  for  an  addrefs 
intreating  the  king  to  reflet  on  the  manifold 
diftreffes  of  the  country  ;  that  profufion  w^s 
not  vigour,  arvd  that  it  became  indifpenlably 
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neceflary  to  adopt  that  true  economy,  ^hich  chap. 
by  reforming  all  ufelefs  expenccs  creates  con-  ^^^^^ 
fidence  in  government ;  fubmitting  to  his  con-     1779^ 
lideration,  that  a  Oinjiderable  reduftion  of  the 
civil  lift  would  be  an  example  well  worthy  his 
affe6iion  for  his  people,  and  would  extend 
through  every  department  of  the  ftate ;  and 
affuring  him,  that  any  member  of  the  houfe 
would  cheerfully  fubmit  to  fuch  redudlion  in 
the  emoluments  of  office  as  his  majefty  ihould 
think  proper. 

In  jfupport  of  this  motion  the  duke  recapi- 
tulated the  large  war  eftablifhment  which  Great 
Britain  was  obliged  to  maintain,  the  immenfe 
expence  with  which  it  was  attended,  and  the 
frightful  increafe  of  the  national  debt.  He 
contrafted  the  ftate  of  this  country  with  that  of 
France,  where  Necker  had  borrowed  near  four 
millions  fterling  in  two  years  without  imposing 
any  taxes,  but  providing  for  the  intereft  by  fav- 
ings:  thus  our  inveterate  enemy  was  adopting 
the  wife  fy ftem  of  economy,  while  we  were  daily 
plunging  deeper  into  boundlefs  extravagance. 
The  whole  landed  property  of  Great  Britain 
was  mortgaged  for  an  annual  payment  of  eight 
millions,  and  the  land  and  fea  force  to  be  main* 
tained  for  the  current  year  was  already  an- 
nounced at  two  hundred  and  feventy-threc 
thoufand  men.  He  did  not  wilh  to  abridge 
the  dignity  and  fplendour  of  the  crown ;  but 
the  king  ought  to  fet  the  example  of  retrench- 
ment, which  he  had  no  doubt  the  lords  would 
cheerfully  follow.  In  an  explanatory  fpeech 
he  faid,  "  I  do  not  intend  to  deduft  from  the 
peniions  fettled  on  perfons  who  have  wafted 
fortunes  in  the  fervicc  of  the  country :  the 
i?elliams,  the   Walpoles,    and  the  Pitts,  aie 
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CHAP,  names  remembered  with  fufficient  gratitude  ta 
X30CVII.  make  their  penfions  facred." 
J77^,         In  the  debate  other  popular  topics  were  in- 
troduced: as  the  infkicnce  of  the  crown,  and 
the  neccffity  of  a  radical  reform.  .  The  objec- 
tions to  the  motion  were,  tliat  none  of  the  fafts 
it  recited   were  authenticated ;  a  conjiderable, 
redudion  conveyed  no  fpecific  meaning,  nor 
could  any  minifter  prefume  to  advifc  the  king 
under  fuch  a  vote.     Even  ftiould  the  addrefs 
be  prefented,  his  majefty  was  not  bound  to  pay 
regard  to  it;  the  civil  lift  was  eftabliflied  by 
aft  of  parliament,  and  could  not  be  retrenched 
by  the  dccifion  of  one  houfe  ;  nor  could  any 
thing  but  an  aft  of  parliament,  founded  on  in- 
formation, which  it  would  be  laborious  antl 
difficult  to  obtain,  effeft  a  redu<5lion  in  every 
fpecies  of  official  emolument.     Th^  civil  lift 
would  not  in  fa6l  bear  any  diminution,  and  it 
"would  be  a  bafenefs  in  parliament,  after  fo  re- 
cently voting  an  augmentation,  to  declare  their 
inability  to  make  good  their  own  grant.     The 
motion  was  confidered  as  intended  only  to  ef- 
feft  the  removal  of  adminiftration,   and  an  ex- 
plicit avowal  of  that  purpofe  would  have  been 
more   candid   and    honourable.     It    was    re* 
jefted.'' 
15th  Dec.   .     The  fubjeft  of  economical  reform  was  intro- 
Burke        duccd  iuto  the  lower  houfe  by  Mr,  Burke,  who 
ice"f  ^8    gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  propofe,  after 
intention     the  rcccfs,  fomc  important  regulations.     Like 
Siu  fo? '°  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  Richmond,  he  vaunted  the  bene- 
•cooomical  ficial  retrenchments  of  Necker,  to  which  he 
wforni.      attributed  the  creation  of  a  marine  from  the 
rubbiih,  wrecks,  and  fragments  of  the  late  war. 
The  Britifli  minifter,  on  the  contrary,   nevef 
gave  a  hiiit,  never  dire'6led  a  glance  towards 
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the  iihportant  fubje6i  of  economy,  though  the  chap, 
Datcfa  pra6iice  and  the  Roman  principle  might  ^l^ZJJ* 
have  taught  hint    that  old  and  true  leffon,     "^Tf*  ' 
magnum  vectigat  efi  parfimonia;'  but  if  mi- 
Biilers  were  thus  negligent^  it  was  the  duty  of 
Iht  hi>ule  to  comply  with  the  general  wifli  o£ 
the  people.     He  anticipated  a  cold  receptioft 
of  his   pr^oiitionSi    as  they   would   tend  to 
Veaken  the  influence  of  the  court ;  men  out  of 
office  could  only  offer;  the  people  muft  achieve 
the  reft ;  if  they  were  not  true  to  themfelves, 
no  otliet  power    could  fave  theqi.    All  the 
grievances  of  tht  nation  arofe  from  the  fatal 
and  overgrown  influence  of  the  crown ;  and 
that  influence  itfelf  froin  the  enormous  prodi- 
^lity  of  the  commons.    Formerly>  the  opera-^ 
tion  of  influence  was  confined  to  the  fuperior 
orders  of  the  ftate;  it  had  of  late  iniinuated 
Hfelf  into  every  creek  and  cranny  in  the  king^ 
dom.     There  was  fcarcely  a  family  fo  hidden 
and  loft  in  the  obfcureft  recefles  of  the  commuV 
nity,  which  did  not  feel  that  it  hadfomething 
to  kJ6ep  or  to  get,  to  hope  oir  to  feajr,  from  the 
favour  or  difpleafure  of  the  croyrn.     Some  dcr 
'gree  of  influence  was  neceflary  for  government; 
but  for  the  fake  of  government,  for  thefajkeof 
reftoring  that  reverence  which  was  its  fou,ni^ar 
tion,  the  exorbitancy  of  influence  ought  ip  be 
reftraiiied.     Every  one  muft  be  (enfible  of  the 
increafe  of  influence,  and  the  degradation  of 
authority.    The  reafon  was  evident :  govera- 

X  In  quoting  this  apophthegm  Burke  inadvertaptly  vfcd  a  filfs 
truant ity,  pronouncing  the  word  Te6iigal  yeA%al.  ^  The  claflical  ear 
of  Fox  immetliaiely  caught  th^  errori  and  in  a  whifper  he  correfVed 
his  colleague.  Burke,  with  great  px^ence  of  mind,  turned,  the  in* 
tident  to  advantage  s  «  My  hooouiablo  friend  infor/ps'  me/*  ht 
ikidi  "  that  I  hive  miftaken  the  quantity  erf  a  principal  wooxl  in  my 
^quotation  :  I  am  glad,  however,  to  repeat  the  Inefljmable  adage,**  and 
with  increafed  energy,  he  thundered  fovtb,  <•  mftgnuQi'ireft-Ug^i 
eft  partoonia.'* 

vOiL.  III.  Q  ment 
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CHAP,  ment  fliould  have  force  adequate  to  its  fun<P^ 
^^^^^vit  tions,  but  no  more ;  if  it  had  enough  to  fup- 
1779.  port  itfelf,  in  abufing  or  neglefting  them,  they 
muft  ever  be  abufed  or  neglected  :  men  would 
rely  on  power  for  a  juftification  of  their  want 
of  order,  vigilance,  forefight,  and  all  the  virtues,- 
all  the  qualifications  of  ftatefnien.  The  minifter 
might  exift,  but  the  government  ^va^  gone. 

"  It  is  thus,"  he  exclaimed  "  that  you  fee' 
the  fame  men,  in  the  fame  power,  fitting  undif- 
turbed  before  you,  though  thirteen  colonies 
are  loft.  Thus  the  marine  of  France  and  Spain 
has  quietly  grown  and  profpered  under  their 
eye,  and  been  foftered  by  their  negleft.  Thus 
all  hope  of  alliance  in  Europe  is  abandoned^ 
Thus  three  of  our  Weft  India  iilands  Imve  beea 
torn  from  us  in  a  fummer.  Thus  Jamaica,  the 
moft  important  of  all,  has  been  ncgleded,  and 
all  inquiry  into  that  negleft  ftifled.  Thus  Ire- 
land has^  been  brought  into  a  ftate  of  diftrac- 
tion,  that  no  one  dares  even\o  difcufs ;  the  bill 
relattng  to  it,  though  making  great  and  per- 
plexing changes,  is  fuch,  that  no  one  know9 
what  to  fay,  cfr  what  not  to  fay  refpefting  it. 
Our  parliamentary  capacity  is  extinguifhed  by 
the  difficulty  of  our  fituation.  The  bill  hds 
been  mumbled  over  with  rapidity ;  and  it  paffe^ 
in  the  filence  of  death.  Had  government  any 
degree  of  ftrengtb,  could  this  have  happened  ? 
Could  the  moft  ancient  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  with  relation  to  the  raoft  eflential  objedy 
the  militia,  have  been  annihilated  with  fo  much 
fcorn  as  it  has  been,  even  at  our  doors  ?  Could 
his  majefty  have  been  degraded  from  the  confi- 
dence of  his  people  of  Ireland  in  a  manner  fo» 
.fignal,  and  fo  difgraceful,  that  they  who  have 
^ruft«d  his  predecelfars  in  many  particulars  for 
.  ever,  and  in  all,  for  two  yeais,  Ihould  have  con-* 

trailed 
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trailed  iheir  confidence  in  him  to  a  poor  ftinted  chap. 
tenure  of  fix  months  ?    Could  the  government  ^^^' 
of  this  country  have  been  thus  caft  to  the     1779- 
ground,  and  thus  daihed  to  pieces  in  its  fall,  if 
the  influence  of  a  court  was  its  natural  and 
J)roper  poife ;  if  corruption  was  its  foundnefs ; 
and  felf-iutercft  had  the  virtue  to  keep  it  ereft 
and  firm  upon  its  bafe  ?" 

jJtE  difcafe  of  government,  heobferved,  was 
k repletion;  the  over-feeding  of  the  ftomach 
had  deftroyed  the  vigour  of  the  limbs.  He  had 
long  afceitained  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  and 
the  fpecific  remedy;  but  had  reftrained  his 
thoughts, .  partly  from  want  of  perfonal  import- 
ance, partly  from  the  efFe6is  of  his  pwn  dif- 
bofition ;  he  was  not  naturally  an  economift, 
ind  was  cautious  of  experiment,  even  to  timi- 
<lity.  But  the  temper  of  the  times  was  favour- 
able to  reformation ;  there  was  a  dawn  of  hope ; 
and  though  the  powers  of  a  miniftry  were  beii 
calculated  to  give  eflfeft  to  fuch  a  plan,  the  pre- 
fent  aulpicious  moment  was  not  to  be  neglecled. 
He  would  not  yet  difclofeall  the  particulars  of 
his  plan;  he  ,would  referve  the  means  of  execut- 
ing it,  and  iUte  only  the  end,  objefts,  and  limits. 

He  intended  a  regulation,  fubftantial  as  far 
as  it  extended,  whicn  would  give  to  the  public 
fervice  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
and  annihilate  a  portidn  of  influence  equal  to 
the  places  of  fifty  members  of  parliament.  Such 
a  reform  was  more  to  be  relied  on  for  removing 
.  the  means  of  corruption  than  any  devices  to  pre- 
vent its  operation  :  an  abrogation  of  the  fources 
pf  influence  would  render  difqualifications  un- 
jieceflary ;  but  while  the  fources  remained,  no- 
thing could  prevent  their  operation  on  parlia- 
nient.  No  other  radical  attempt  at  reforma- 
tion peed,  however,  be  impeded:  the  prefent 
Q  2  plan 
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CHAP,  plan  could  not  make  a  carelcfs  miniftel*  ah  fecp* 
xxxVn.   nonnftj  but  it  would  be  a  check  on  tlie  worft, 
^^Ttt^   ^^d  a  benefit  to  the  beft. 

Ih:  then  detailed  the  limits  of  his  fcheme  : 
the  firft  M'as  founded  in  the  rules  of  juftice; 
nothing  fliould  be  invaded  which  was  held  by 
a  private  individual  (mder  a  legal  tenure.  The 
next  limit  was  in  the  rules  of  equity  and  mercy  : 
where  offices  might  be  fupprefled  which  formed 
the  w  hole  maintenance  or  innocent  people,  it 
was  hard,  and  hardihip  was  a  kind  of  injuftice, 
that  they  who  had  been  decoyed  into  particular 
fituations  by  the  prodigal!  ty  of  parliament,,  fliould 
be  facrifi^ed  to  its  repentance.  The  removals 
therefore  embraced  in  his  intended  plan,  would 
fall  almoft  ^  intirely  on  thofe  who  held  office.^ 
from  which  they  might  be  retnoved  to  accom-- 
modate  minifterial  arrangements,  and  furely 
the  accohmiodation  of  the  public  ^as  a  caufe 
of  removal  full  as  important  as  the  oonyenience 
of  any  adminiftration,  or  the  difpleafnfe  of  any 
inininer.  The  third  limit  wotild  be  found  in 
thefervice  of  the  ftatc:  no  employment,  really 
and  fubftantialiy  ufefxd  to  the  public,  fliould  be 
abolifhed  or  abridged  of  its  lawful  and  accuf- 
tomed  emoluments.  The  fourth  limit  would 
be,  to  leave  a  fund  fufficientlj^  folid  for  the 
reward  of  fervice  or  merit ;  and  the  fifth,  to 
teferve  to  the  crown  an  .ample  and  liberal  provi- 
fion  for  perfonal  fatisfaftion,  and  for  as  much 
of  magnificence  as  fuiled  the  burthened  liate 
of  the  countty ;  perhaps,  fome  might  think 
what  he  fliould  propofe  to  leave,  more  than  was 
decent. 

HoVever  prcfumptuous  his  attempt  might 
appear,  it  was  made  with  iiumility  and  inte- 
grity :  he  trufted  it  would  give  confidence  to 
Bie  people,  and  (Irength  to  government  >  that 

it 
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it  would  make  war  vipforous,  and  peace  really  chap. 
refrefliing  and  recruiting.  xxxvii. 

Several  members  of  oppofition,   and  no   ^^"Tyjo! 
others  fpoke,  bellowed  high  encomiums  on  the 
plan  of  Burke.     He  had  mentioned,  with  fome 
expreffions  of  fliame,  that  a  fcheme  of  econo- 
mical reform  had  been  firft  mentioned  in  the 
upper  houfe  and  not  in  the  commons,  whofe 
peculiar  office  was  the  guardianihip  of  the  na- 
tional treafure.     jNIr.  Fox  declared  he  was  juft 
come  from  the  houfe  of  lords,  where  the  firft 
men  for  abilities  and  public  cftimatiqn  in  the 
kingdom,  were  libelling  the  commons.     Every 
inflance  they  gave  (aqd  many  ftrong  ones  were 
given,)  of  \incorre6led  abufe  with  regard  to 
public  money,  was  a  libel  on  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons.    Every  argument  they   ufed  for  the 
reduction  of  prodigal  e^^pence,  (and  their  ar- 
guments were  various  and  unanfwerablc)  waa 
a  libel  on  the  houfe  of  commons.     Every  one 
of  thteir  ftatenients,  on  the  luxuriant  gro^rth  of 
corrupt  influence  (and  it  never  was  half  fo 
flouriihing)  M'as  a  libel  ou  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons.    The  fame  principle  which  promoted 
J  private  ffiendlhjp,  he  obferved,  created  the  af- 
eftion  of  the  people  to  their  fovereign,   but 
that  muft  ceafe  when  ^lis   intefeft^    became 
totally   diiTocJated  from  theirs.      Could   any 
thing  be  more  unfeemly,  than  to  find,  that  when 
landed  eftates  were  funk  one  fifth  in  value,  rents 
unpaid,  manufaflures  langtiiftiing,   and  t^add 
expiring;  burthen  upon  burthen,  piled  on  the.  : 
fainting  people  ;   when  men  o,f  all  ranks  were 
obliged  to  retrench  the  moft  innocent  luxuries; 
and  even  fuch  s^s  were  rather  grown  ^)y  habit 
into  a  kind  of  decent  convenience,  and  dra\^ 
themfelves  up  into  the  limits  of  an  auftcre  and 
punching  economy ; — that  juft  the  beginning  of 
^    '  il3  ^   \h^^% 
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CHAP,  that  time  fliould  he  chofen,  that  aperio4  ot 
^^^^^*  fuch  general  diftiefs  iliould  be  fnatched  at,  at 
X779.  the  lucky  moment  of  complimenting  the  crowu 
with  an  addition  of  no  iefs  than  a  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  ;  that  the  king  iliould 
rife  in  fplendour  on  the  very  ruins  of  the 
country,  and  amidft  its  defolations  iliould  Aout 
riih  with  increafed  opulence  amidft  the  cries 
of  his  affli£ted  fubjeds.  It  was  fomething 
monflrous,  fomething  unnatural :  an  outrage  to 
the  fenfej  an  infult  on  the  fufferin«  ot  thp 
nation. 
M^thy^*  During  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  a  public  meeti 
andpetition  lug  of  the  freeholders  of  Yorklliire,  voted  a 
^*w*^*T  P^*^''*^^  *^  *^^  houfeof  commons,  reprefent* 
YoikXire.  J^g  the  circujnftances  of  the  war,  the  accumu- 
lation of  ta^es,  and  the  rapid  decline  of  trade, 
manufa&ures,  and  rents ;  although  rigid  fru- 
gality was  become  indifpenfably  neceffary, 
many  individuals  enjoyed  (inecure  places,  ht 
efficient  offices  with  exorbitant  emoluinents, 
and  penfions  unmerited  by  public  fervices, 
whence  the  crown  had  acquired  a  great  un- 
conftitutional  influence,  portending  deftruftion 
tjj  the  liberties  of  the  country.  The  true  and 
legitimate  end  of  government,  was  not  the 
emolument  of  any  mdividual,  but  the  welfare 
of  the  community;  and  as  the  national  purfe 
Wa3  peculiarly  entrufted  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
fnons,  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  rights  and 
property  of  the  people,  and  derogatoiy  from 
>he  hongur  and  dignity  of  parliament,  to  grant 
;^ny  additional  fum  of  public  money  beyond  the 
exifting  taxes,  until  cflf'ettual  meafures  were 
taken  for  inquuing  into,  and  correfting  the 
^rols  abufes  jn  the  expenditure  of  public 
money,  reducmg  all  exorbitant  emoluments^ 
jf  fcinding  aad  abolishing  all  iinecure  places,  and 
/i.  unmerited 
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iitimerited  peniions,  and  appropriating  the  pro-   chap. 
duce  to  the  neceflities  of  the  fiate.  xxxviL 

A  PERMANENT  committee  of  fixty-oneindi-      1779- 
viduals  was  appointed  to  cairy  on  the  mcejfary  ^^^^^ 
correfpondence  for  effectually  promoting  the  committees 
objeft  of  the  petition,  and  to  prepare  a  plan  of  *pi»««ccL 
^Jfbciation  on  legal  and  conftitutional  grounds, 
and  fupport  a  laudable  reform^  and  other  mea- 
iiires  conducing  to  reftore  the  freedom  of  par- 
liament. 

This  example  was  followed  by  many  other  Thcexr 
counties  and  cities,  throughout  the  kingdom  :  y^^iVJ^ 
public  njeetings  were  convened  by  advertife-  generally^ 
meat ;    viol/ent  harangues  were  made  againft  ?oiiowed. 
the  proceedings  and  pe^fons  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  correlponding  committees  were  appointed, 
and  the  tranikCUons  wext  oi;ily  marked  by  fome 
fligjit  fliades  of  yaiiation  in  tiie  degrees  of  yio*- 
lence* 

The  city  of  London,  though  fomewhat  late,  10th  and 
proceeded  witheqi^al  ardour ;  their  vote,  befides  ***f^* 
cftabliflii^g  a  correfponding  committee,  ordered  London* 
the  publication  of  their  refolves  in  all  the  public,  ^ommkite 
papers.    To  thofe  acquainted  v  ith  the  mode  of  ^^ 
managing  fuchtranfaclions,  it  is  well-known,  that 
the  names  of  multitudes  may  be  eafijy  obtained 
to  petitions,  and  that  tjhe  o-vefbearing  proceed- 
ings ufual  at  public  meetings,  will  prevent  the 
attendanqe  of  almofi  all  bujt  tl>ofe  lyhp  alfenible 
fof  the  purpofi?  of  carrying  particular  meajTures 
by  means  of  abufive  declamation  ^nd  clamouri 
or  of  giving  the  colour  of  generg.!  approbation 
to  certain  me^fures  and  resolutions.     In  fome 
counties,  particularly  Suflexand  Hertfordfliirc, 
protefts  were   figned  by  a  great  majority  of 
tjie  moft  refpeiftaole  of  the  nobility,  ai^d  landed 
intereft,  in  direcl  contradi6iion  to  the  refoluTV 
^ions  of  the  county  meetings.    In  many  other 
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CHAP,  places,  couutermeetings  were  held,  counter* 
^22^'  petitions  framed,  and  prOtefts  fubfcribed,  b\^t 
'  x7to*      the  fyftem,  combination,  and  popularity  of  tlie 
aifociators,  feemed  to  prevail,  every  endeavopr 
having  been  ufed  to  turn  into  ridicule  the  ex* 
ertions  of  their  opponents.* 
Burke  in-       The  petitions  were  daily  prefented  to  the 
hirttoof  houfe  of  commons,  and  increa:fed  the  public 
veform.      cxpcftatious  which  the  eloquence  and  reputa* 
Hi*Jie^    *^^^  ^^  Burke  had  excited,  w  hen  he  introduced 
batted  "     his  plan  of  reform,  with  an  apology  for  the 
fp^ch.       undertaking :  it  was  calculated,  he  faid,  to  effe^ 
a  coniiderable  reduftion  of  improper  expence, 
a  converfion  of  unprofitable  titles  into  pro- 
duftive  eftate,  and  to  reprefs  that  corrupt  in-: 
fluence  which  was  itfelf  the  perennial  fpring  of 
all  prodigality  and  difafter;  but  he  advancec| 
to  it  with  a  tremor  which  iliook  him  to  the 
inmoft  fibre  of  his  frame :   he  anticipated  all 
the  odium  attending  the  exercife  of  that  ne-r 
ceflTary  virtue— parfimony ;  and  all  the  refent- 
ment  of  individuals,  whofe  emoluments,  patro- 
nage, and  objefts  of  purfuit,muft  be  diminifhed. 
He  was  not  inclined  to  depreciate  the  fucceffes 
or  undervalue  the  finances  of  the  country ; 
the  one  might  be  unlimited,  the  other  unfa- 
thomable, ias  they  were  reprcfentcd.    Taxing 
was  an  eafy  bufinefs.     Any  projeftor   could 
contrive  new  impofitions,  any  bungler  add  to 
the  old ;  but  it  was  altogether  unwife  to  fet 
no  bounds  to   impofts,  but  the  patience  of 
thofe  who  were  to  pay.      Kefources  were  not 
augmented  by  wafte^nor  would  frugality  leffen 
ricnes. 


<  See  the  details  of  the/e  meetings^  copies  of  the  petitions,  reportf 
•f  the  fpe«cbes  and  tnotioos,  in  m  Rcipembrancer^  vol.  ix.  at  tlie 
f  laces  Kferied  to  in  the  Indeju 
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He  flrongly  preffcd  on  the  houfe  the  exam-  chak 
pic  of  France,  M'hich  he  faid  reminded  him  of  ^^^?^' 
the  ohfervalion  of  Pyrrhus,  on  reconnoitring  ^^^7 
the  Roman  camp!  "  thefe  batbarians  have 
nothing  barbarous  in  their  difcipline."  In  the 
proceedings  of  the  French  king,  there  was  no- 
thing of  the  chara6^erand  genius  of  arbitrary 
finance ;  none  of  the  bold  frauds  of  bankrupt 
power;  none  of  the  wild  ftruggles  and  plunges 
of  defpotifm  in  diftrefs  ;  no  lopping  off  from 
the  capital  of  debt ;  no  fufpenfion  of  intereft ; 
no  robbery  under  the  name  of  loan;  no  raifin^ 
the  value,  no  debating  the  fubfianc6  of  the 
coin.  Nothing  of  Louis  the  Xivth.  or  Louis 
the  xvth.  On  the  contrary,  by  the  yery  hands 
of  arbitrary  power,  and  in  the  very  midft  of 
war  and  confufion,  rofe  a  re^lar  methodical 
fyftem  of  public  credit ;  a  febric  was  laid  on 
the  natural  and  folic!  fqundatiofis  of  truft  and 
confidence  among  men ;  and  rifmg  by  fair 
gradations,  order  over  order,  according  to  the 
juft  jiules  of  fymmetry  and  art.  He  expatiated 
on  this  topic  at  great  length,  exhorting  the 
houfe  not  to  let  economy  be  the  only  French 
fafliion  which  England  refufed  to  copy. 

Ax  eminent  criterion  for  diftinguifliing  a 
wife  government  from  a  weak  and  improyident 
adminiftration  was  this ;  "  well  to  know  the 
beft  time  and  manner  of  yielding,  what  it  is 
impoflfible  to  keep. "  Some  would  argue  againfl; 
every  defire  of  reformation  on  the  principles  of 
a  criminal  profecution,  and  juftify  their  ad- 
herence tp  a  pernicious  fyftem,  by  alleging  it 
Was  not  of  their  contrivance:  that  it  was  an 
inheritance  of  abfurdity  derived  from  their  an- 
ceftors,  and  by  making  out  a  long  ind  unbroken 
pedigree  of  mifmanagers  who  had  gone  before 
them  ^  but  there  was  a  time  when  the  hoary 

head 
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CHAP,  head  of  inveterate  abufe  would  neither  dn^w 
Xxxvn.  reverence  nor  obtain  protcAion,  when  a  minUV 
^;8^  ter,  by  impeding  reform,  would  make  the  faults 
of  his  office  become  hi»  own.  Early  reformar^ 
tions  M^ere  amicable  arrangements  with  a  friend 
in  power ;  late  refprmations,  terms  impofcd  on 
;a  conquered  enemy ;  the  former  M-^ere  made  in 
Gool  blood,  the  latter  under  a  ftate  of  inflamma-T 
tion.  But  as  it  was  the  intereft  of  government 
that  reform  (hould  be  early,  it  was  the  intereft 
of  the  people  that  it  fliould  be  temperate ;  be- 
caufe  it  would  then  be  permanent,  and  contain 
sai  principle  of  growth.  In  hot  reformations, 
ip  what  men,  more  zealous  tlian  confiderate, 
called  making  clear  work^  the  whole  was  gene-r 
Tally  fo  crude,  fo  harfh,  fo  indigeftt'd ;  mixed 
witn  fo  much  impriulence,  and  fp  much  in- 
juftice;  fo  contrary  to  the  whole  coiirfe  of 
human  nature,  and  human  inftitutions,  that  the 
very  people  who  were  tnofi  eager,  were  the  very 
firft  to  grow  difg lifted  at  what  they  had  done. 
Then  fome  part  of  the  abdicated  grievance  wa^ 
recalled  from  its  exile,  in  order  tobeoomea.^ 
icprrefl:ive  of  the  corre6lion-  Thei)  the  abufe 
aiTumed  the  credit  and  popularity  of  a  reform, 
T^usthe  very  idfaof  purity  and  difinterefted- 
nefs  iu  politics  Av^ould  fall  into  difrepute,  and 
Be  confidered  a^  the  yifion  of  hot  and  inexr 
perienped  men ;  and  thus  diforders  would  ber 
come  incurable,  not  by  the  virulence  of  their 
own  quality,  but  by  the  unapt  and  viqlent  nar 
lure  of  the  rpmedies.  \ye  muft  no  more  make 
hafte  to  be  rich  by  parfimony  than  by  intem- 
pjerate  acqu^fition. 

He  obje^4  tQ  a  place  tax,  as  a  meafure  not 
calculated  to  produce,  bmt  prevent  reformation  ; 
a  compofition  to  Qay  inquiry ;  a  ^ne  paid  by 
pufmanagement  fof  the  rpjiewa}  pf  \\s  leafe, 

Sucli 
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^ch^a  meafure  could  never  be  proper  till  ufe-  chap. 
lefs  offices  were  abrogated,  and  thole  which  re^  ^J^^^^]*^* 
mainedy   claffed  according  to  their  refpeftive  i.  7^. 
{degrees  of  importance,  fo  as  to  admit  an  equal 
rule  of  taxation,  and  the  civil  lift  revenue  fo 
managed  that  the  minifter  fliould  no  longer 
have  the  power  of  repaying  M'ith  a  private,  whatr 
fver  was  taken  by  a  public  hjind. 

Unwi  LLi  XG  to  pjroceed  in  an  arbitrary  man- 
ner, in  any  particular  which  tended  to  change 
the  fettled  ftate  of  things,  he  had  laid  down  ge- 
neral principles,  which  coujd  not  be  debauched 
or  corrupted  by  intereft  or  caprice,  and  by  then^ 
he  regulated  his  p«)ceeding8  :  Thefewere, 

Fi  RST,  The  abolition  of  all  jurifdiSions  conr 
tributing  rather  to  expence,  oppreffion,  and  cor- 
rupt influence,  than  to  the  adminiflration  of 
juftice. 

Second,  The  difpofal  of  all  public  eftates 
which  were  more  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of 
vexing,  overawing,  and  influencing  tne  tenants, 
and  to  the  expences  of  receipt  and  manage*^ 
ment,  than  of  benefit  to  the  revenue. 

'Third,  That  offices  bringing  more  charge 
than  proportional  advantage  to  the  ftate,  or 
which  might  be  (engrafted  on  others,  ought,  in 
the  firft  cafe,  to  be  taken  away;- and  in  the 
liecond  confolidated. 

Fou  RTii,  The  abolition  of  all  officc3  tending 
to  obftruft  the  operations,  or  enfeeble  the  fore- 
fight  of  the  general  fuperintendant  of  finance. 

Fifth,  The  eftablifhment  of  an  order  in  pay- 
ments, which  would  prevent  partiality,  'and  re- 
gulate receipt  not  by  the  importunity  of  the 
claimant,  but  by  the  utility  of  his  office. 

Sixth,  Thp  reduction  of  every  eflablifliment 
to  certainty. 

Seventh, 
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CH  A  F.      Sjetenth,  The  diffolution  of  all  fubordjnate 

^[^^^»  treafuries. 

^^g^  First,  with  regard  to  the  fovereigtijmifdic'f 
iionSy  he  ohferved,  that  Epgland  was  not,  ^s  a 
mere  curfory  examiner  would  fuppole,  a  folid, 
compa6ly  uniform  fyftem  of  monarchy  ;  it  yya,^ 
formerly  a  heptarchy,  now  a  fort  of  pentarchy. 
The  king,  like  the  chief  performer  \\\  an  itine- 
rant dramatic  company,  afted  .not  only  tlie 
principal,  but  all  the  fubordiuate  perfonages  hx 
the  play.  Burke  exemplified  this  comparifon, 
by  fliewing  the  king  of  Enghind  in  the- various^ 
charafters  of  king,  prince  of  Wales,  duke  of^ 
Lancafter,  earl  of  Chefter,  count  palatine  of 
Lancafter,  and  duke  of  Cornwall. 

In  each  of  thefe  principalities,  duchies,  pala*. 
tinatcs,  was  a  regular  tftabliflimcnt  of  coniider- 
'  able  expence,  and  n^oft  domineering  influence  ; 
the  apparatus  of  a  kingdom,  and  the  formality 
and  charge  of  the  exchequer  of  Great  Brtta'^nj, 
for  coUeding  the  rents  of  a  country  fquireJ 
Cornwall,  which  was  the  beft,  farniflied  no  ex^ 
ception  from  the  general  rule  :  the  duchy^  and 
county  palatine  of  Lancafter  did  not  yield  riH)re 
on  an  average  than  four  thuufand  pounds  a 
year,  and  it  was  doubtful  if  Wales  and  Chefter 
made  any  returns.  Wales  had  eight  judges, 
while  all  England  had  but  twelve ;  an  exchequer 
like  the  reft,  according  to  the  very  heft  and 
moft  authentic  abfurdity  of  form,  apd  there 
were  in  all  of  them  a  hundred  more  difficult 
trifles  and  laborious  fooleries,  M'hich  ferved  no. 
other  purpofe  than  to  keep  alive  corrupt  hope; 
and  fervile  dependence.  The  duchy  of  Lancaf* 
ter  was , not  worth  four  thoufand  pounds  a  yea^i 
to  the  revenue,  but  worth  forty  or  fifty  thoufand 
to  influence.    After  entering  into  an  hiftoricaj| 

'  account 
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nccoutit  of  the  annexation  of  thfe  differetit  fiefs  chap. 
to  the  crown,  and  ihewing  that  neither  dignity  ^^^^^ 
nor  family  attachment  could  give  the  king  the  t^so. 
leaft  partiality  for  them,  he  propofed  to  unite 
the  five  principalities  to  the  crown^  and  to  itg 
ordinary  jurifdiftiou  ;  k>  abolidi  all  thoie  office^ 
which  produced  only  an  ulelefs  and  chargeable 
reparation  from  the  people ; .  to  make  co;cnpenfa- 
tion  to  all  who  did  not  hold  their  ofliices  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  crown  ;  to  extitigyifli  v.exatiouf 
titles  by  a  fbort  acl  of  limitation  ;  to  fell  tiie 
unprofitable  eftates  which  fuppprted  ufelefs  j^- 
Hfdi6lions,  and  turn  the  ten^it-right  into  9. 
fee  on  moderate  term^,  beneficial  both  to  th# 
iendnt  and  the  ftate.  The  judicial  ecouomy 
of  the  duchies  ifaould  fall  into  the  QOUnty  adr 
miniftrations,  si^d  with  refpeft  to  Wales,  h^  h^4  - 
doubts  whether  to  add  a  fifth  judge  iii  pacli  p? 
the  courts  at  Weftminfter,  or  to  fupprels  five 
only  of  the  Welch  judges,  and  let  the  lejttaining 
three  perform  tile  bufinefs. 

On  the  fecond  headj  he  ^roppfed  to  f^l  j^ljl 
the  forcll  lands,  extinguifhing  the  rights  qf  .v^ 
and  -venilbn,  and  with  them  the  expfinfiv« 
office  of  futVeyor-general,  and  two  ph^ef  juftiqe^ 
in  eyre,  with  all  their  traiti  of  dep^p^^ntsi 
from  thefe  fales,  only  an  iticonfiderabie  profit 
would  arife,  the  chitf  benefit  would  be  drawa 
from  improved  agriculture  and  increafed  pQpu« 
lation. 

Professing  to.  approach  the  civU  ^ft,  tha 
third  divifion  of  his  fubjei^  witlji  the  awe  and 
reverence  incident  to  a  young  phyfician  wh<) 
prefcribes  for  thcdiforders  of  his  parent,  .i^urk^ 
fatyrized,  with  unrivalled  wit  and  humour,  tha 
different  eftablilhments  and  expences  .of  the 
toyal  houfchold  ;  formed  on  the  gothic  fyft^jji 
of  ferudality  and  purveyance,  and  Itill  fpt^in^di 

thogbu 
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t  H  A  P.  tiioiigh  the  royal  houfehold  had  fhrunfc  into  tti# 
""^^^  poliflied  littlenefe  of  modern  elegance  and  per- 
»rfe*  fonal  accommodatioii.  "  It  has  i^^^porated,*' 
he  faid  "  from  the  grofs  concrete  Into  an  effence 
and  re6lified  fpirit  of  expcfnce,  whefe  you  hav6 
tons  ofanci^ntponip  in  a  vial  of  modern  luxury.'* 
Purfuing  the  fame  mode  of  defcription  and 
Teafoning,  through  various  other  objefts,  he 
made  propofitioTls,  the  fum  of  which  ti^as,  ad 
enumerated  by  bimfelf,  to  take  away  the  whol^ 
eftablijhmeyit  of  detail  in  the  hotifchold ;  the 
treafurer ;  the  comptroller;  the  cofferer  of 
the  houfehold ;  the  tfcafurer  of  the  chamber  ; 
the  mafter  of.  the  houfehold;  ^tid  the  't^^hole 
board  of  green  cloth  ;  and  a  vaft  itumber  of 
fubordinate  offices  m  the  department  of  the 
Jleward  of  the  houfehold;  the  whole  eflablifli- 
ment  of  the  great  wardrobe ;  tiie  removing 
tt*ardrobe ;  the  jewel  office ;  the  ffibes ;  the 
board  of  works ;  and  almoft  the  whole  cliacge  of 
the  civil  branch  of  the  board  of  ordnance  ;  then 
he  obferved  the  public  might  begin  to  breathe, 
He'Vent  on  propofitijg  regulations  in  the  officer 
of  paymslfter  of  the  forces,  and  treafurer  of  the 
navy,  by  reducing  them  from  banks  or  treafu- 
ries  to  mere  offices  of  adminifb'ation.  All*  the 
money  formerly  impreffed  into  thefe  offices,  he 
M'ould  have  impreffed  into  the  bank  of  England, 
to  which  he  would  alfo  transfer  the  charge  of  the 
mint,  and  the  remittances  to  the  troops  on  fo-» 
feign  fervice.  He  recommended  the  abolition 
of  the  office  of  paymafter  of  penfions,  and  reduc* 
tion  of  the  penfion  lift  to  fixt}'-  thoufand  pounds 
a  year.  If  any  cafe  of  extraordinary  merit  Ihould 
emerge,  he  would  leave  an  opening  for  an 
addrefs  of  either  houfe  of  parliament;  to  all 
Other  demands,  the  firm  though  rehiftant  an- 
fwcr  muft  be,  "  the  public  is  poor.*'  He  did  not 

mean 
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th^an  to  abrogate  any  exifting  penfioii,  or  ei^eii  CHAK 
to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  the  poffeffor;  the  ^22^J!^ 
difcretionary  power  veiled  in  the  crown  was  «7«^ 
liable  to  perverfion,  and  he  would  limit  the 
quantity  of  power  that  might  be  fo  abufed.  The 
penfions  granted  within  fcveti  years  amounted 
on  an  average  to  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a 
year:  by  hfs  regulation  an  annual  favidg  of  for- 
ty thoufand  pdurids  would  at  feme  future  period 
oe  made  to  the  public,  and  it  -were  better  to 
let  it  fall  naturally,  than  tear  it  crude  and 
Unripe  from  the  ftalk.  The  public  he  knew 
expelled  a  confiderable  reform  in  the  great 
patent  offices  of  the  exchequer ;  he  thought  th* 
profits  enormous,  and  propofed  limiting  the 
great  auditor  to  three  thoufand  pounds,  the 
inferior  auditors,  and  other  pHncipa)  officers,  to 
fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year  eacn;  but  though 
he  confidered  them  as  fmecures,  he  would  not 
confent  to  their  abolition;  they  were  given  for 
life,  and  it  was  fit  the  crown  fiieuld  have  the 
power  of  granting  penfioiis,  out  of  the  reacti  df 
its  own  caprices,— the  poffibility  of  conferring 
fome  favours  which,  wnile  received  as  rewards, 
do  not  operate  as  corruption..  What  an  un- 
feemly  fpe6faiclc  would  it  afford,  what  a  dif- 
grace  would  it  be  to  the  commonwealth  that 
fuifered  fuch  things,  to  fee  the  hopeful  fon  of 
a  meritorious  minifter,  begging  his  bread  at  the 
door  of  that  treafury,  from  whence  his  father 
difpenfed  the  economy  of  an  empire,  and  pro- 
rooted  the  happinefs  and  glory  of  his  cbuntry  ? 
Why  Ihould  he  be  obliged  to  proftrate  his 
honour,  and  fubniit  his  principles  at  the  levee 
of  fome  proud  favourite,  fhoulderedand  thruft 
afide  by  every  impudent  pretender,  on  the  very 
fpot  where  a  few  days  before  he  faw  himfelf 
adored?    obliged  to  cringe  to  the  author  of 

the 
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CHAP,  tlie  caUmities  of  his  houf<?»  and  to  kiti  thfi 

^^^^^^l'  hands  that  are  red  ii^ith   his  father's    blood? 

iy.8a»     Thpfe  things  are  unfit.    They  are  intolerable. 

Conceiving  himfelf  bound  to  give  as  full 
and  clear  reafons  for  ftopping  as  fot  proceeding" 
.  in  the  couife  of  reformatiou,  Burke  laid  dowsl 
fome  indifputable  political  axioms,  no  lefs  ho- 
nourable to  his  judgment  and  fagacity  than  his 
tandour.  He  did  not  think  the  great  efficient 
offices  of  the  ftate  overpaid.  What  would  be  juft 
remuneration  for  one  kind  of  labour,  full  encou.- 
ngement  for  one  fpecies  of  talen  ts^  was  fraud  an4 
difcouragement  toothers.  Even  if  men  could  b* 
found  willing  to  ferve  in  high  fituations  with- 
out i^lary^ .  ^they  ought  not  to  be  permHted : 
ordinary  feiiviqe  inuft  be  fecured  by  the  jpaotives 
to  ordinary  integrity  j  that  ftate  which  lays  it» 
foundation  in  rarp  and  heroic  virtues,  will  be 
fure  tohave  it3fuperftru6kure  in  thebafeft  ptofii- 
jgacy  and  qorruption.  An  honourable  and  fair 
•profit  is  the  heft  fecurity  againft  avarice  and 
Rapacity ;  as  in  all  things  elfe,  a  la^^ful  and 
regulated  enjoyment  is  the  bcft  fecurity  againil 
debauchery  and  excefe. 

It  would  be  expeded,  that  in  giving  reafons 
for  limiting  himfelf  in  the  reduftion  of  eniploy- 
inents,  he  ihould  advert  to  thofe  which  feemed 
of  eminent  utility  in  the  ftate,  the  officers  at- 
tendant on  the  perfon  of  the  king :  thefe  he 
determined  not  to  leffen  in  number  or  emola- 
inent,  as  they  prevented  the  court  from  being 
deferted  by  all  the  nobility  in  the  kingdom : 
he  propofed,  ho^rever,  to  abolifli  the  keepers  of 
buck-hounds,  ftag-hounds,  fox-hounds,  and 
harriei-s;  they  anfwered  no  purpofe  of  utility 
or  fplendour,  and  it  was  unfit  for  noblemen  .to 
be  keepers  of  dogs,  even  though  they  were  the 
king's  dogs.  He  concluded  this  part  of  his 
#  plan 
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plan  b}^  propofing  the  abolition  of  the  office  oP  c  h  a  p. 
the  third  fecretary  of  ftatc,  or  fecretary  of  ftate   xxxvii. 
for  the  colonies  ;  ami  the  board  of  trade  and      j^go. 
plantations  ;  the  oflicc  was  fo  ufelefs,  that  lord 
Suffolk  held  it  long  after  he  was  wholly  dif- 
abled  by  bodily  infirmities,   and  it   continued     • 
vacant  a  year  after  his  deccafe.     The  board  of 
trade  he  defcribed  as  ^  mere  job  in  its  original 
formation  and  regeneration,  cofting  the  public 
near  forty  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  without  the 
lead  utility  or  advantage;  its  fun6tions  might 
be  performed  as  Irifli  bufinefs  of  the  fame  nature, 
by  the  council,  with  a  reference  to  the  attorney 
and  folicitor-geueral. 

He  next  proceeded  to  the  fub  jecl  of  arrange- 
ments, a  part  of  his  plan  on  wliich  he  princi- 
pally relied  for  bringing  up  and  fecuring  the 
whole,  by  fixing  an  invariable  order  in  all  pay- 
ments from  which  the  firft  lord  of  the  Ireafury 
fhould  not,  on  any  pretence,  depart.  He  divided 
the  civil  lift  payments  into  nine  clafles:  the 
firft  was  occupied  by  the  judges ;  the  laft,  bv 
the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury,  and  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  :  the  reafon  for  affigning 
each  fpecific  pofition  was  ably  given,  and  that 
for  placing  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  and 
his  colleagues  at  the  bottom  of  the  lift,  was 
to  proteft  all  the  other  clalfes  again  ft  the  eflfefts 
of  profufion  and  mifmanagement ;  on  this  part 
of  his  fubjeft,  Burke  expatiated  in  a  vein  of 
humorous  raillery,  enlivened  by  poignant  wit, 
and  diverfified  with  folid  argument. 

He  then  prefented  to  the  houfe  five  bills  for 
carrying  into  effe6i  the  objefts  indicated  in  his 
fpeech,  though  he  acknowledged  he  had  not 
ine  frantic  prefumption  to  fuppofe  his  plan  con- 
tained all  the  public  had  a  right  to  expeft  in 

voj,.  III.  »  the 
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CHAP,  the  great  work  of  reformation.     He  clefcribed 
^^^^^^'  the  (itiiation  of  the  houfe  of  commons  with 
i7«o.     regard  to  the  people,  under  the  allegory  of  a 
jealous  hufband,  and  a  wife  whofe.  condu6l,  if 
not  ftained  with  guilt,  was,  at  leaft,  tinted  with 
levity.     "  Let  us  return"  he  faid  "  to  our  legi- 
timate home,  and  all  jars  and  all  quarrels  will 
he  loft  in  embraces.     Let  the  commons  in  par- 
liament alfembled,  be  one  and  tl^e  i^ime  thing 
Avith  the  commons  at  large.     The  diftinflions 
that  are  made  to  feparate  us,  are  unnatural  and 
wicked  contrivances.     Let  us  identify,  let  us 
incorporate  ourfelves  M'ith  the  people.     Let  us 
cut  all  the  cables,  and  fnap  the  chains  which  tie 
lis  to  an  unfaithful  ihore,  and  enter  the  friendly 
harbour,   that  flioots  far  out  into  the  main  its 
moles  and  jettees  to  receive  us.     '  War  with 
the  world,  and  peace  with  our  conftituents.' 
Be  this  our  motto,  and  our  principle.     Then, 
indeed,  we  fliall  be  truly  great."  ** 
Vote  for  The  progrefs  of  the  inquiry  into  this  plan 

»bo||^^"g  engaged  the  attention  of  the  houfe  during  a 
o/uade.  great  part  of  the  leflion  ;  the  delxites  on  various 
claufes  of  the  bills  M'ere  animated,  and  replete 
with  unufual  wit  and  eloquence  ;  but  the  only 
refult  of  the  fcheme  was  a  vote  for  aboliiliing 
the  board  of  trade,  M^hicli  fell  a  victim  to  the 
wit  of  Burke,  directed  againft  fome  topics  urged 
in  its  defence,   much  more   than  to  its  own 

*  I  have  given  an  unurually  copious  extra6l  of  this  celebrated 
fpeech,  which  is  entitled  to  fcrious  and  frequent  peiufal,  as  contain- 
ing the  fentiments  of  an  cn)incnt  ftatcfman,  on  many  of  the  important 
topics  connected  with  reform  and  economy.  The  zeal  of  party,  and 
the  rtate  of  the  limes,  gave  bjrth  to  projects  not  altogether  confiftent 
with  propriety,  or  commcnfur^te  to  the  dignity  of  the  fiibje£^,  but 
the  general  axioms,  .ind  the  politicnl  principles  which  extend  to  the 
whole  fyrtem  of  government,  arc  remarkable  for  their  wifdom  tem- 
perance, and  juftice.  The  ipecch  at  length  is  in  Burke's  WorJts, 
vol.  ii*p.  115. 

want 
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Trant  of  utility,  cumbroufiiefs  of  expence,  or  chap. 
extent  of  patronao:e.  The  lords  of  trade  were  xxxvii. 
but  eij^ht,  the  net  produce  of  their  falaries  1780. 
between  feven  and  eight  hundred  pounds  a 
year ;  and  their  labours  were  compriied  in  two 
thoufand  three  hundred  folio  volumes,  a  cir- 
cuniftancc  wliicli  Burke  ridiculed  with  incon- 
ceivable effctl ;  but  allow  iug  that  each  of  theie 
folios  Ihould  contain  the  fair  proportion  of 
dulnefs,  ftill  it  could  not  be  denied  that  many 
fane  principles  were  difcufled,  many  important 
fafts  authenticated,  many  fugacious  projects 
recommended,  and  many  erroneous  fpccula- 
tions  *xpofed.  Perhaps  the  period  when  this 
board  was  fubfequently  aboliflicd  was  the  very 
moment  when  itr,  active  functions  could  have 
been  moft  beneficially  exerted  ;  when  commerce 
was  about  to  receive  a  new  impulfe,  and  unpre- 
cedented extenfion;  encouraged  by  circumlian- 
ces  never  forcfeen,  yetembarrafled  by  litigations, 
involved  in  the  <lifcordant  interefts  of  rivals,  and 
encumbered  with  queftions  both  legal  and  poli- 
tical, refpeding  charters,  monopoly,  and  paper 
credit,  requiring  the  utmoft  calmnefs  in  invef- 
tigation  and  firamefs  in  decifion.  *" 

Whjle  Burke's  project  of  economy  and  rcr  «thFcb. 
fonH  was  yet  depending,  feveral  ayxiliary  pro-  P^^^T^" 
pofitions  were  made  in  both  houfes ;  among  the  cQumsa^ 
raoft  prominent  of  which  was  the  appointment  p«»nted, 
of  a  commifljon  of  accounts,  in  conformity  to 
the  practice  in  the  reigns  of  king  William  and 
queen  Anne,  and.  ahivoft  regularly   from  the 

•  The  reader,  whofc  curiofitjr  (hall  lead  him  to  pnrfue  the  train  of 
the  debates  on  Burke's  plan,  in  Dcbrctt's  Parliamentary  Rrgifter, 
vol.  xvii.  will  find  enough  of  wifdom,  wit,  and  ingenious  argument 
to  repay  him  for  the  time  employed.  The  moft  initru^live  and  en«> 
tertaining  debates  will  be  found  at  p.p.  127,  156,  195,  22^,  237,  254, 
295,  374,  and  588.— See  alfo  an  account  of  this  motion  in  Gtbbon^a 
pofihumous  Works,  vol.  i.  p*  15$  e^  («)•' 
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CHAP,  fecond  year  after  the  Revolution  to  the  year 
^^^^'  1715.  This  fubjeft  was  introduced  to  the  houfe 
rzSo.  of  lords  by  the  earl  of  Shelburne,  in  purjfuance 
of  a  notice  he  had  given  before  the  Chriftmas 
recefs.  In  a  long  and  able  fpeech,  he  accufed 
the  niinifter  of  deluding  the  public  in  refpe6t 
to  affairs  of  finance,  mifapproprialingthe  fink- 
ing fund,  mifufing  the  votes  of  credit,  and  ex- 
tending to  an  improper  degree  the  confidence 
of  the  bank.  He  reviewed  the  mode  of  voting 
army  extraordinaries,  and  defcanted  with  feve- 
rity  on  the  fuppofed  frauds  of  contractors:  his 
project  embraced  alfo  many  of  the  topics  in- 
cluded in  Burke's  plan,  M'hich  was  ni)t  yet 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe.  It  was  anfwered,  that 
the  bills  palTed  in  the  reigns  of  William  and 
Anne  had  been  difcontinued,  becaufe  they  were 
found  to  anfwer  no  good  purpofe,  and  owed 
their  origin  and  exiftence  to  party.  After  the 
fiiTO  eftabliihment  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover  on 
the  throne,  when  faftion,  tumult,  and  fedition 
vrert  cru/hed,  and  the  continual  flucluation 
of  counfels  which  diftrafled  and  perplexed  the 
two  preceding  reigns  gave  place  to  fteadinefs 
and.ftability,  the  annual  law  for  examining, 
controlling,  and  ftating  the  public  accounts 
was  difcontinued.  The  debate  which  was  very 
long,  and  embraced  many  other  topics  of  en-- 
forcement  and  objeftion,  ended  by  a  rejeftion 
of  the  motion^;  thirty-five  peers  fubfcribcd  a 
proteft. 
ifthFcb,  On  the  reception  of  Burke's  propofitions, 
colonel  Barr6  fuggefled  the  neceffity  of  fome 
jaddition  ;  he  did  not  think  the  reform  fuflfici'- 
cntly  cxtenfive,  which  permitted  men  of  over-" 
grown  wealth  to  hold  unreduced  offices  in  the 


^  101  to  5^. 
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exchequer,  reaping  advantages  from  the  wars  £5^?! 
anil  calamities  of  their  country.  The  extra-  C-^y 
ordinaries  of  the  army  ftruck  him  with  fur-  >7»«* 
prife ;  and  all  his  efforts  had  failed  to  pro- 
cure fatisfaftory  explanations.  .  He  there- 
fore propofed,  on  fome  future  day,  to  move 
for  a  commillion  of  accounts.  Lord  North 
heartily  coincided ;  he  was  ever  ready  to  re- 
ceive beneficial  propofitioris  from  either  fide  of 
^the  houfe,  confidercd  the  courfe  of  the  ex- 
chequer inimical  to  fpecdy  and  efFeclual  con- 
troul,  and  (hould  for  the  fake  of  cleamefs  and 
precifion  in  the  public  accounts,  fanclion  the 
meafure  of  a  committee,  though  convinced  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  reduce  all  expences  to 
an  eft i mate. 

Co  LO  N  E  L  B  A  RRE^  after  being  thus  fupported  »d  M««^ 
by  the  minifter,  and  giving  him  credit  for  the 
liberality  and  manlinefs  of  his  fentiments,  felt 
no  fmall  mortification  when  lord  North  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  appointing  a  commiffion,  not 
only  to  inquire  into  paft  expenditure,  but  into 
the  current  accounts.     The  minifter  was  chiefly 
impelled  to   undertake  this  meafure  by  the 
obfervations  which  fome  members  had  made, 
refpefting  his  declaration  on  colonel  Barry's 
notice  of  motion,  that  it  was  not  fincere,  but 
a  mere  parliamentary  trick ;    an  attempt  to 
gain  momentary  popularity  by  aife6ling  rea- 
dinefs  to  do  what  in  reality  he  did  not  intend. 
As  an   indifputable  proof  of  his   real  fenti- 
ments, he  faid,  he  ihould  bring  in  the  bill  now 
fuggefted,  and  to  obviate  all  objeftions  refpeft- 
ing  the  nomination  of  a  committee,  from  one 
or  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe ;  ftiould  propofe 
for  that  purpofe,  men  who  were  not  members. 
Colonel  Barr6  protefting  that  he  did  not  be- 
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lieve  the  hiftory  of  parliament  afforded  an 
inftance  of  a  fimilar  tranfaction,  declared  him- 
felf  ready  to  forego  all  complaints,  and  if  the 
minifter  really  meant  a  benefit  to  the  country, 
he  would  cheerfully  concur  and  rejoice  in  it, 
though  the  merit  due  tohini  fhould be  attributed 
to  another.  The  bill  was  however  oppofed  with 
confidcrable  warmth,  during  its  whole  progrefs. 
It  was  decried  as  tending  to  create  new  places 
in  the  gift  of  the  croMn  with  large  falaries, 
extenfive  influence,  and  new  patronage,  branch- 
ing out  into  the  lower  departments  of  clerks,  ac- 
countants, and  melTcngers,  at  the  very  time 
that  the  people  were  petitioning  for  reduftion 
of  expenccs  and  contraction  of  influence.  The 
nomination  of  commiflioncrs  occafioned  a 
fpirited  debate.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  being  the 
firfl:  named,  many  ludicrous  animadverfions 
were  made  on  his  change  of  employ  from  the 
truncheon  to  the  pen.  No  part  of  the  projeft 
efcaped  acrimonious  cenfurc  ;  yet  the  bill  was 
palled ;  gentlemen  of  tlie  firft  talent  and  refpec- 
tability  were  appointed  commiflioners,  *  and 
their  reports  prefcntcd  to  the  houfe,  and  given 
to  the  public  in  various  forms,  are  highly 
honourable  to  their  induflry  and  ability,  and  an 
excellent  "body  of  political  information. 

Among  other  popular  meafures  recom- 
mended in  Burke's  fpecch  on  introducing  his 
plan  of  reform,  were  the  revival  of  the  bill  of 
laft  year,  for  excluding  contraftors  from  fitting 
in  parliament,  and  tliat  for  fufpending  the 
votes  of  revenue  otficers,  which  was  formerly 
moved  by  Mr.  Dowdcfwell.  Sir  Philip  Jen- 
nings Clerke,  availed  himfetf  of  the  intimation, 


•  Sir  G\^y  Carfcton,  Thomai  Anguifh,  Arthur  Piggott,  Richard 
N^ve>  Sftiuuei  Be3chci'oft»  and  Gcoige  Drummondi  Efquircs. 

and 
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^uid  re-introduced  his  former  unfuccefsful  bills,'  chap. 
which  pafled  tlie  houfe  of  commons  almoft  xxxvu. 
unoppoied,  and  apparently  unnoticed.  In  the  *"TP5ol' 
hoirfe  of  lords,  it  met  with  ftrong  and  effeAual  1+*  Apr, 
oppofition :  to  exclude  tax-gatherers  it  was  faid 
might  be  reafonable  and  juft,  as  they  might 
be  needy  and  liable  to  corruption ;  but  it  Avas  , 
incompatible  with  juftice  to  exclude  mer- 
chants of  great  property  and  refoeftability, 
merely  becaufe  they  happened  to  be  engaged 
fairly  and  openly  in  contrafts  with  govern- 
ment; it  would  be  unjuftto  deprive  individuals 
of  their  right,  without  proof  of  their  having 
abufed  it,  an  illiberal  and  cruel  ftigma  on  a 
refpe6table  body  of  men,  and  a  mean  com- 
pliance with  popular  prejudice,  unworthy  the 
houfe  of  lords.  Befides  the  regulation  could 
not  in  all  cafes  be  efieftual ;  contrafts  for  fecret 
expeditions  muft  be  fecretly  made;  and  the 
twenty  days  notice  required  by  this  bill, 
could  not  poffibly  be  given,  when  a  fudden 
expedition  was  thought  neceflary.  In  favour 
of  the  bill,  the  ufual  ground  was  taken,  the  pro- 
digality, ignorance,  and  impofition  which  cha- 
rafterifed  the  parties  to  modern  contra6ls,  were 
difplayed  in  the  higheft  colours ;  and  it  was 
argued,  that  as  the  bill  affeded  the  commons 
alone,  its  rejeftion  by  the  lords,  would  be  an  in- 
fult  on  that  body ;  fuch  had  been  the  reafoning 
of  lord  Mansfield  on  the  Middlefex  eleftion,  and 
if  applicable  then,  it  was  equally  cogent  in  the 
prelent  inftance.  The  rejection  of  the  bill^ 
occafioned  a  proteft,  to  which  twenty-fix  peers 
ligned  their  names,  as  concurring  partially  or 
totally  in  the  component  articles. 

t  61  to  41. 
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c  HAP.      Mr.  Cr  ewe  introduced  the  bill  for  prevent- 
^^^^'  ing  revenue  ofticers  from  voting,  wnich  was 
»7«o.     reje(!?led  on  the  fccond  reading:*  the  arguments 
*^^     P"^'   were  not  new  or  important. 
Accoiintof      All  thefe  debates,  and  many  others  which 
pUocs.       engaged  the  attention  of  the  houfe,  had  cou- 
ftant reference  to  the  petitions  which  Mere  dail^ 
rcceiAed,   and  continually  expatiated  on   the 
popular  text,  the  neceflity  of  economy,  and 
the    increafing   influence   of  the   crown.     As 
penfions   and   places   were  the   principal  ob- 
jects  embraced  in   this  plan  of  cenfure,    Sir 
15th Feb.    George  Savile  obtained,  without  oppofition,  an 
order  that  an  account  of  all  places,  and  the 
falaries  annexed  to  them,  fliould  be  laid  before 
And  of      the  houfe;  but  when  he  proceeded  to  require 
paid*a?*the  ^^  account  of  all  pcufions,  Avhether  paid  at  the 
exchequer    exchequer  or  out  of  the  privy  purfe,  for  life, 
tlw  h^uit^  years,  or  at  pleafure,  the  motion  was  ftrenuoufly 
refilled. 

This  debate  was  interrupted  Jby  the  indif- 
pofition  of  the  fpeaker,  which  occafioned  a 
iiftFcb.  ihort  fufpenfion  of  bufinefs.  When  the  fittings 
of  parliament  were  rcfumed,  lord  North  moved 
an  amendment,  by  which  the  penfions  payable 
at  the  exchequer  only  fliould  be  publiflied. 
He  expofed  the  delufion  pra6tifed  on  the  pub- 
lic, in  ftating  the  pretended  amount  of  the 
penfion  liftj  and  aftimied  that,  deducing  the 
monies  paid  under  that  denomination  for  real 
fervices,  and  as  aftual  falai'ies,  and  the  land 
tax  on  penfions,  Mhich  returned  into  the 
coffers  of  the  ftate,  the  whole  fum  did  not 
amount  to  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  being 
ten  thoufand  lefs  than  was  propofed  to  be  al- 

i  124  to  195. 
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lowed  by  Burke's  economical  fcheme.     The  chap. 
debate  terminated  in  a  violent  uproar,  occa-  ^J^^^' 
fioned    by  "an   unwarrantable  perfonality  of     1780. 
colonel  Barr^,  who  faid,  not  one  Englifhmen 
had  rifen  to  fupport  the  minifter;  his  principal 
defenders  were,  the  attorney-general  (Wedder- 
burne),  and  the  lord  advocate  of  Scotland 
(Dundas).     When  the  ferment  occafioned  by 
this  national  remark  fubfided,  the  amendment 
of  the  minifter  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
tvo  only.* 

The  fame  fubjeft  was  introduced  to  the  totiiMar. 
upper  houfe  by  the  earl  of  Effingham,  in  a 
motion  for  a  lift  of  all  penfions  enjoyed  by 
peers  of  parliament :  the  debate  was  conduced 
with  fome  warmth ;  the  ftate  of  the  Scotch 
peerage  was  fevcrely  animadverled  on,  and 
ably  defended.  The  propofition  was  loft  by  a 
confiderable  majority. 

In  all  the  debates  of  this  feffion,  the  moft  DucUbo- 
licentious   invectives  were  iudulged  ;    and  it  twccn 
appeared  the  wifli  of  political  opponents  to  "/^j^ 
urge  parliamentary  altercation  to  the  unpar-  mcnt. 
donable  extremes  of  perfonal  animofity.     Iii  »  ^  Nor 
confequence   of  fome  words  fpoken   on  the  *^i779. ' 
firft  day   of  the  feffion,   and   mifreprefented, 
through  the  ignorance  or  malice  of  a  news- 
paper reporter,  Mr.  Adam  engaged  in  a  duel 
vrith  Mr.  Fox,  and  wounded  him  (lightly  in 
the  body. 

On  the  removal  of  lord  Carmarthen  from  6th  Mar. 
the  lord  lieutenancy   of   the  Eaft  Riding  of     »78o- 
Yorklhire,  and  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke  from 
that  of  Wilts,   lord  Shelburne  moved  for  an 
^drefi  to  afcertain  the  advifers  of  thofe  mea- 
fures.  ^    In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  the  earl 

^  iM  to  iJfi.        1  51  to  24.,        ^  It  was  nfgativcd,  91  to  39. 

refledlcd 
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Y^vn  '^^^^^  "^  contemptuous  terms  on  the  appoint- 

w^^^^'  ment  of  Mr.  Fullarton,  to  the  command  of  a 

*'^°*     new  raifed  regiment,  M'ith  the  temporary  rank 

of  lieutenant-colonel,    mentioning    him  as  a 

TOthMar.  commis.^  Colonel  Fullarton,  with  a  .warmth 
which  the  occafion  excufed,  though  it  may 
not  be  juftified,  vindicated  himfelf,  and  highly 

**^  refented  the  attack.  Another  duel  was  the 
confequence,  in  whifh  lord  Shelburne  was 
wounded.  Sit  James  Lowther  made  the  tranf- 
aftion  the  fubjeft  of  a  converfation  (for  there 
was  no  motion),  in  the  houfc  of  commons,  by 
declaring  if  queftions  of  a  public  nature  weve 
tried  by  appeals  to  the  fword,  the  Britifli  par- 
liament would  foon  refemble  a  polilh  diet* 
Mr.  Adam  explained,  in  the  moft  handfome 
manner,  his  difference  with  Mr.  Fox,  but  the 
difcuffion  produced  no  confequences." 

l>eiiatr8on      CoLONEL   FuLLARTON   incurred   this   at- 

theraifmg  tack  in  confcqucnce  of  having  raifed  a  regi- 

iSmCTrt?  i^^^t  for  the  fervice  of  government,  an  effort 
of  zeal,  which  gave  peculiar  offence  to  oppofi- 
tion,  and  which  they  omitted  no  opportunity 

5th  April,  of  decrying.  In  a  debate  on  the  army  extra- 
ordinari^,  Fox,  with  great  bitternefs,  cenfured 
the  manner  of  obtaining  thefe  levies,  and  of 
giving  and  withholding  preferment:  he  ani- 
madverted with  feverity  on  the  appointment 
of  the  honourable  George  North,  eldeft  fon  of 
lord  North,  to  the  command  of  the  Cinque 
Port  regiment,  011  the  pormotion  of  colonel 
Fullarton,  and  particularly  on  the  condufk 
of   colonel    Holroyd    (now    lord    Shetlield)^ 

*  He  had  been  employed  under  lord  Stormont,in  tliecmbaflTytoParisw 

«  AddrefTes  of  congratulation  were  voted  by  many  of  the  corre- 
fponding  committees  to  )ord  Shelburne,  and  ,fome  pretty  plainly  in-> 
fmuated,  that  he  c\rcd  his  danger  to  .the  refentment  of  government^ 
kt  the  part  he  had  taken  lu  behalf  of  the  peopk. 

which 
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whicli  he  had  totally  mifconccivecl.  The  crap, 
attack  how'ever,  produced  an  explanation  xxxvn. 
liighly  honourable:  colonel  Ilolroyd  replied  '^^780!^ 
with  great  Ipirit,  that,  the  members  of  oppofi- 
lion,  fo  tar  from  being  willing  to  affift  the  public 
caufe,  could  not  reprefs  their  indignation  againll 
thofe  vvho  endeavoured  to  be  ufcfid  even  at  the 
moment  of  fuch  an  alarming  crifis.  He  faid, 
that  when  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  were 
off  the  coaft,  he  had  offered  to  raife  light  troops 
without  expcncc  to  tlie  country,  which  he  did  in 
a  very  (hort  time,  and  the  circumftance  it  was  in- 
tended to  anaign,fo  tar  from  being  advantage- 
ous to  him,  was  very  much  the  contrary,  and  only 
beneficial  to  the  fervice  and  the  oflicers,  all 
of  whom  came  from  old  regiments.  No  fitua- 
tion  in  the  arm}^  could  be  more  agreeable  to 
him,  than  that  he  already  held  in  the  Suffex 
militia;  nor  could  any  remuneration^  in  the 
power  of  government,  compenfate  for  the  neg- 
left  of  his  private  affairs,  and  the  defertion  of 
his  home :  a  home  which  he  had  fcarcely  feen 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  war.  His  con- 
tempt for  fuch  infinuations,  he  faid, .  would 
have  kept  him  (ilent,  had  not  the  refpeft  due 
to  the  houfe  rendered  fome  explanation  nc- 
ceflary;  no  man  m  that  houfe  or  in  England 
was  more  independent  in  principle,  difpofition, 
or  fituation.  He  was  not  perfonally  known  to 
any  member  of  adminiftration,  but  in  the  pre- 
fent  crifis,  he  confidered  it  his  duty  to  fupport 
the  fervants  of  the  public  againft  thofe  who 
M^ere  endeavouring  to  take  the  .govei^mnent  by 
fiorm.  This  happy  and  juft  expreffion  was 
often  afterwards  quoted  with  undiminiflied 
effrft. 

An  altercation  of  more  political  importance,  13th Mar. 
occurred  l)etwcen  the  minifier  and  the  fpeaker  ^Jf^cV 

Or  tween  lord 
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CHAP,    of  the  houfe  of  commons.     Sir  Fletcher  Kori- 
^^ZS^'  ton  had  long  been  diHhtisfied  at  the  difap- 
«7«*'      pointment  of  fome  expectations  of  aggrandize- 
&rFietcher  "'^nt,  and  had  in  confequence  formed  an  in- 
Norton*      timate  connexion  with  the  oppofition.     The 
firft  public  difplay  of  this  fentiment  occurred 
in  a  debate  on  Burke's  plan  of  economy.     In 
a  former  difcuffion,  Mr.  Rigby  had  attempted 
to    eftablifli   as    a  principle,    that  parliament 
had  no  right  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure 
of  the  civil   lift,    and    Fox,    having    previ- 
oufly  fecured  the  opinion  of  the  fpeaker,  took 
occafion  to  introduce  the  fubjeft  in  a  committee, 
and  referred  to  him  for  a  decifion,  which  waa 
given  in  direft  contradiAion  to  the  axiom  of 
adminiftration.     If  the  minifter  was  aftoniflied 
at  this  defertion,  he  was  not  lefs  furprifed  at 
the  declaration  with  which  Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
accompanied  it ;   that  lord  North  and  he  wer^ 
not  friends,  nor  had  any  confidential  or  friendly 
intercourfe    fubfifted     between     them,    fmce 
the  time  when,  in  fulfilling  his  duty,  he  had 
conveyed   the    fentiments  of    parliament    to 
the  foot  of  the  throne ;   a  recent  tranfattion 
rendered  it  neceflary  for  him  and  the  noble  lord 
to  ftand  on  the  moft  unequivocal  terms.     Be- 
ing prefled  to  explain  the  laft  infinuation,  he 
ftated,  that  at  the  prefling  requeftof  thedukeof 
Grafton,  communicated  through  Mr.  Rigby, 
he  had  confentcd,  on  the  death  ot'  Sir  John  Cuft, 
to  accept  the  fpeaker's  chair :    but  his  compli* 
ance  was  accompanied  with  an  exprefs  refer\'a- 
tion,  that  an  opening  fliould  be  kept  for  hi» 
returti  to  Weftminfter  Hall,  on  the  firft  eligible 
vacancy.     Although  this  promife  was  pofitively 


made,  and  although  he  was  well  entitled  to  a 

preference  from  his  long  ftanding  at  the  bar, 

high  profeffional  charafiker,  and  being  the  only 

><  lawyer 
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lawyer  at  that  time  in  the  cabinet ;  he  had  now  c,H  ap. 
the  mortification  to  find  tliat  a  negotiation  wa$  tX-— r 
carrying  on  to  prevail  on  Sir  William  de  Grey,  1780. 
tlie  chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  to  refign, 
and  place  the  attorney-general  in  his  room* 
This  he  confidered  an  injury,  as  the  individual 
thus  preferred  was  not  by  length  of  pradice, 
or  profeffional  reputation,  qualified  to  impede 
his  claims.  The  minifter  denied  that  he  was 
refponfible  for  promifes  made  by  his  predecef- 
fors  in  office;  and  after  a  long  perfonal  alter- 
cation between  lord  North  and  the  fpeaker, 
Wedderburne,  with  poliflied  wit,  and  irrefraga- 
ble argument,  fliewed  the  arrogance  and  abfur- 
dity  of  Sir  Fletcher's  pretenfions.  He  faid  it 
was  difgracing  the  profeffion,  degrading  his 
charafter,  and  betraying  the  intereft  of  the 
country,  to  feek  finecure  emolument  as  a  com* 
penfation  for  quitting  a  pradice  in  which  he 
could  fecure  honourable  independency;  yet 
the  fpeaker  did  not  hefitate  to  avow,  that  he 
had  received  the  moft  valuable  finecure  he  en- 
joyed, (the  chief  jufticelliip  in  Eyre)  for  tranf- 
afting  the  bufinefs  of  the  privy-council.  But 
it  was  not  true,  as  he  afferted,  that  there  was 
then  no  perfon  of  the  profefiion  belonging  to 
that  board  ;  Sir  Eardly  Wilmot,  late  chief 
juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  Mr.  Sewell,  mafter 
of  the  rolls,  lord  Mansfield,  lord  Bathurft;  the 
chancellor,  and  all  the  cuftomary  law  officers, 
had  feats  in  council.  With  refpeft  to  himfelf, 
he  was  as  ready  to  allow  as  the  fpeaker  was  to 
affert,  that  in  point  of  chara6ber,  (landing,  pre- 
tenfions, and  education,  he  was  not  equally  with 
him  qualified  for  a  common  law  court ;  but  fince 
Sir  Fletcher  had  quitted  Wcftminftcr  Hall,  to 
Aide  firft  into  an  ample  finecure,  and  next  into 
the  chair  of  that  houfe,  he  could  not  be  oflfelided 

if 
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CHAP*  if  many  who  continued  to  labour  with  hirhifiry 
^^^^]j  and  airuhiily  in  the  field  he  had  flefertcd,  lookeJl 
17S0.     fonvard  alfo  to  the  rewards  of  their  labour,  and 
the  m'atification  of  their  ambition.     He  con- 
fldered  the  office  of  juds»e  too  delirate  in  its 
nature  and  execution,  to  be  the  object  of  foli-' 
citation;  nor  M*ould  he  he  fo  forgdful  of  pro- 
priety as  to  make  perfonal  differences  niatter  of 
public  complaint;  fo  loft  to  decorum,  as  to  call 
on  thehoufe  to  interfere  in  a  private  iieG^otia- 
tion ;  he  would  never  fo  humble  liiso'>vncharafter 
as  to  make  a  difagreement  with  the  minifter, 
.  the  ground  of  his  opinion,  on  a  great  and  im- 
portant political  regulation.     From  tliis  period 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton  joined  the  cry  of  oppofi- 
.    tidn,  and  fpokc  with  all  tliC  fervour  of  party 
on  the  influence  of  the  crown,  the  abufes  of 
prerogative,  and  the  rights  of  the  people ;  a 
ftrong  ilhiftration  of  Sir  Rabert  Walpole's  recipe 
for  making  a  patriot.  "^ 
Noineroiit       DuRiNG  tlicfc  Violent  altercations,  petitions 
were  daily  laid  before  thehoufe,  in  introduc- 
ing   which    many    members    ufed    language 
lliewing  a  firm  reliance  on  an  extraneous  inter- 
ference. Mdiich  Ihould  ix\i>:ulate  by  terror  the 
ith  Feb.     deliberations  of  parliament.    Sir  George  Savile, 
mcTanV    on    prefenting    the  York  petition,   laid,    the 
^nagern     miuiftry  M'ould    uot   dare  to  refufe    hearing. 
i^thcm]    *t,-    though  the  jnayer  might  be    eluded    by 
artifice    and    juggling,     yet    if    parliament 
mocked  the  people,  the  people  would  learn  not 
to  refpo<'^l  |)arliament.     Th^e  petition  was  not 
prefcnted  by  men  with  fwords  and  muikets,  nor 

»  **  Patriots,"  he  fakl,  **  fpring  up  like  inuHirooms  :  I  could  nife 
fifty  of  them  within  the  four-and-twenty  hours,  I  have  railed  many 
of  them  in  one  night.  It  is  but  refufing  to  gratify  an  unrcLifonablc 
or  an  infalent  demand,  and  up  IHrts  a  patriot."  Set  Coi.t's  Me- 
moirs of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  quarto,  vol,  i,  p.  659. 

inftigated 


petitions. 
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inftigated  by  a  few  incendiaries,  operating  on  CHAP. 
finiple  and  credulous  individuals  in  hedge  ale-  "'^ij^^* 
houies  :  it  was  moved  in  an  affembly  of  up-  »7^o- 
-wards  of  fix  hundred  gentlemen,  in  a  hall,  the 
^Tills  of  wliich  inclofed  more  property  than  the 
^^alls  of  the  houfe  of  commons.  Fox  ufed  j-thMaa; 
language  equally  bold  in  offering  the  Weftmin- 
fter  petition  ;  and  Sir  James  Lowther,  in  pre;  ti^AwiL 
fenting  that  from  Cumberland,  faid,  "  if  the 
houfe  lliould  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  fo  refpefta- 
ble  a  body  of  fubfcribers,  they  would  do 
themfelves  juftice  by  withholding  the  taxes, 
Minifters  might  think  to  dragoon  them  into 
the  payment,  but  fuch  meafures  of  coercion 
would  be  attended  with  confequences  too  horrid 
for  even  them  to  venture.  If  a  legal  courfe  of 
enforcement  were  attempted,  let  adminiftra- 
tion  refled  w  ho  would  be  the  juries,  and  con- 
iider  M'hctherthey  were  likely  to  obtain  afingle 
verdi^."  Againft  feveral  of  thefe  petitions, 
protefts  and  counter-petitions  were  prefented, 
wh4ch  called  down  all  the  vehemence  of  oppo- 
fition.  On  the  proteft  againft  the  Hereford  sthMar, 
petition,  JMr.  Barro^  petulantly  obferN^ed,  that 
it  had  been  moftly  iigned  by  the  gentry  at 
and  about  the  cathedral,  with  the  bilhop  at 
their  head.  So  long  as  thefe  people  were  per- 
mitted to  batten  in  idlenefs  on  the  labour  and 
induftry  of  their  fellOw  fubjecis,  they  would  do 
well  to  conduct  themfelves  with  moderation 
and  decency,  left  the  rage  of  reformation  fliould 
forcibly  inculcate  thofe  leflbns.  They  enjoyed 
fmecurc  places,  and  were  in  the  receipt  of  enor- 
mous profits  and  exorbitant  emoluments ;  it 
was  therefore  matter  of  furprife,  that  they  were 
not  included  in  the  fetter,  as  they  manifeftly 
were  in  the  fpirit  of  the  petitions.  He.  wa^ 
advprfe  to  partialities;  and  though  full  and 
adequate  rewards  for  fervices  were  but  equita- 
ble, 
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xx^ul  Wc,  yet  a  parcel  of  idle,  luxurious,  proud,  and 

-^>^Y^'  overbearing  fellows  fleeping  in  their  ftalU,  and 
*'  ^' .  fapporte4  by  the  toil,  fweat,  and  laborious  in- 
duftry  of  the  middling  and  lower  ranks  of 
people,  was  an  evil  as  repugnant  to  natural 
jufbce  and  found  policy,  as  it  was  difgraceful 
and  injurious  to  true  religion.  The  clergy  were 
no  lefs  virulently  and  indecently  abufed  bv  Mr. 
Turner,  who  called  them  friends  of  arbitrary 
power,  enemies  of  the  free  conftitution  which 
fed  and  prote6ted  them,  and  dangerous  engines 
of  ftate  in  the  hands  of  an  ambitious  prince  ox 
wicked  adminillration.  During  the  reigns  of 
James  l.  and  that  obftinate  and  preverfe  ty- 
rant Charles,  his  fon,  they  had  preached  the 
mod  fcandalovis  and  ihameful  doctrines,  and 
were  the  chief  caufe  of  the  fatal  end  of  that 
tyrant,  whom  their  fucceffors  flill  afiefited  to 
deify.  They  ftill  propagated  the  fame  dange- 
jous  do6lrines  in  their  writiqgs  and  difcourfes^ 
and  there  was  no  foundation  on  which  arbitrary 
power  could  be  ere6led  equal  to  a  (landing 
army  and  a  dependent  church. 
.  The  eiForts  ufed  to  enfojce  the  adoption  of 
me^fures  confiftent  witb  the  petitions,  wene 
conformable  to  the,  violence  of  language  which 

6tbMar.  accompanied  their  introduction.  Sir  Georgie 
Savile  intimated,  that,  until  the  petitioners 
received  fome  affurance  of  relief,  it  would  be 
advifeable  to  vote  the  loan  piece-meal,  accord- 

**^»  ing  to  the  requifitions  of  the  public  fervice ; 

and  when  the  committee  brought  up  the  report 
of  ways  and  meaps,  a  motion  was  made  for 
deferring  it  till  the  day  after  that  appointed  for 
difcuffing  the  petitions,  but  the  propofition  was 
feebly  fupported,  and  rejeftcd  by  a  large  ma- 
jority.* 

•  ■*•"  "  "•  The 
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iTttE  iniportatit  day  deftined  for  diicuffing  Chap. 
the  petitions,  was  anticipated  with  eager  ex-  j^^^^* 
pe^iation,  and  met  with  all  the  zeal  and  all      1780. 
the  addrefs  of  party.     A  meeting  of  the  in-  p|}-^^^^|j 
habitants  of  Weftminfter    was  convened  by  of  lilc  *^" 
direftion  of  the  correfponding  committee,  a  p«titi<«i. 
I^eport  from  that  body  read,  and  defcanted  on 
by  Ml".  Fox,  who  was  fupported  by  the  dukes 
of  Devonfhire  and  Portland,  and  many  other    ^ 
^ntiminifterial    leaders.      Government,    fore- 
feeing  the  effeft  of  this  manoeuvre  in  over- 
awing the  proceedings  of  the  legiflature,  drew 
forth  the  military,  and  ftalioned  a  confiderable 
body  in  the  tieighbourhoood  of  Weftminfter 
Hall. '    A  call  of  the  houfe  was  alfo  ordered, 
and  petitions  continued  to  be  prefented  till 
the   commencement  of  the    debate.      Thefe 
popular  miffives  amounted  to  forty,  and  were 
fubfcribed  with  fo  many  names,  that  the  mafs 
of  parchment  feemed  rather  calculated  to  bury 
than  cover  the  fpeaker's  table.  ^ 

Dunning  opened  the  bufinefs  of  the  dayi 
Independently  of  the  great  objefts  recom-^ 
mended  to  the  attention  of  parliament  by  thd 
petitions,  varying  according  to  the  particular 
ideas  of  the  feveral  clafles  of  petitioners,  there 
Was  one  great  fundamental  point,  he  obferved, 
on  whichthey  all  hinged,  that  of  fetting  limits  to, 
aiid  paring  down  the  increafed,  dangerous,  and 
alarming  influence  of  the  crown,  and  an  eco- 

f  This  exertiori  of  govtrnmerit  was  feverely  arraigned  by  dppo- 
fition^  and  formed  the  fubjeft  of  feveral  converfations^  and  at  length 
of  a  motion  by  Sir  Wiiliam  Meredith  t  the  debate,  was  exceedingly 
wtnn.  Burke,  in  a  mod  violent  fpeecb,  reprobatedi  the  MiddJefe36 
ftiagiftrates)  as  the  fcum  of  the  earth,  and  Fox  declared  that  if  arme4 
Aien  weirc  thlis  Jet  loofeon  the  conftitiitional  rtiecftings  of  the  people^ 
til  who  frequented  them  muft  go  armed.  See  commons  debates,  loth 
1^  ftjth  April^  and  loth  May. 

n  Tbe^xpteffion  in  tli«  Amittftl  Regifter  for  t78«,pu  165. 

"  irOL.  11I4  s  non^cal 


«58  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  nomicat  expenditure  of  the  public   money. 

''t^ZiJ'  1^  ^^^^  view,  both  thefe  objeSs  might  be  con- 
i7«o.     foHdated  into  one   principle:    if  the  public 
money  was  faithfully  applied  and  frugally  ex- 
pended, that  would  reduce  the  influence  of  the 
crown;    or,  if  the  influence  of  the  crown  was 
reftrained  within  its  natural  and  conftitutional* 
limits,  it  would  reftore  that  power  which  the 
conftitution  had  vefted  in  the  houfe,  of  inquir- 
ing into,  and  controuling  the  expenditure  of 
public    money.      But,   in  purfuance    of   the 
objefts  held  forth  and  recommended  in  the  peti- 
tions, he  iliould  divide  the  principle,  and  pro- 
pofe  fome  remedy,  or  frame  fonie  r^folution, 
which  would  ferve  as  abafis  on  which  he  might 
cre6l  a  fyftera  of  meafures  to  anlVet  the  pur- 
pofes,  and  comply  with  the  wiflies  of  the  peti-* 
tioners.     He  reviewed  with  great  feverity  the 
condud  of  minifters  with  refpeft  to  Burkca 
plan  of  economy ;  they  had  received  it  with  • 
-    ihew  of  candour,  a  kind  of  mock  approbation, 
but  afterwards  declared  all  the  material  objeds 
it  propofed  to  attain,  fundamentally   wrong. 
Colonel  Barry's  fuggeftion  of  a  committee  of 
accounts,  had  been,  in  an  un candid,  ungentle- 
manlike  manner,  fnatchcd  out  of  his  hands, 
and   commiflioners  appointed,   who  were  not 
members  of  parliament,  but  mere  nominees  of 
the  minifter.     The  bill  for  excluding  contraft^v^ 
.  ors  had  paffed  that  houfe,  but  minifters  and 
their  friends  confidently  predicted  its  reje6i;iqn 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  fo  that  all  which  had 
been  done  in  confequence  of  the  pile  of  parch- 
ment on  the  table,  containing  the  fentiment^ 
and   petitions  of  above  a  hundred  thoufancl 
electors,  amounted  to  no  more  than  the  adoption 
of  one  lingle  claufe  of  Burke's  bill,  which  ftand* 
ing  thus  naked  and  folitary,  was  of  little  or  bo 
--  .  -  .    "^^  i  li    i»por- 
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importance.  He  trufted,  however,  that  the  chap* 
people  of  England  would  tefent  the  infult  they  ^2^?^V 
fuitained,  from  thofe  who  to  oppreffion  and  *7*^» 
neglect  had  added  mockery  and  contempt* 
The  great  objefts  of  the  petitioners  had  been  re- 
fifted  in  argument,  and  by  the  public  avowalg 
of  the  minifter  and  his  friends.  They  had 
afferted,  in  contradiftion  to  the  petitioners,  that 
the  influence  of  the  crownjwras  not  too  exten- 
five,  and  ought  not  to  be  retrenched ;  and  that 
it  was  not  competent  for  the  houle  to  inquire 
into  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  lift.  To  brin^ 
thefe  points  fairly  to  iffue,  he  would  abftraS 
two  propofitions  from  the  petitions,  ihort,  fim* 
pie,  and  calculated  to  draw  forth  a  direft  affir-^^ 
mative  or  negative.  If  the  committee  agreed 
in  them,  he  fliould  propofe  real,  fubftantive, 
pra6tical  mcafures;  but  fliould  they  difagrec 
or  diflent,  or  endeavour  to  evade  or  procraf- 
tinate,  there  would  be,  at  once,  an  end  of  the 
petitions,  and  a  full  anfwer  to  the  petitioners. 

His  firft  propofition  was,  "  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown  has  increafed,  is  increafing, 
and  ought  to  be  diminiftied." 

The  opponents  of  this  dangerous  axionj 
argued  that  it  was  not  fairly  deduced  from  tha 
jpetitions,  unfupported  by  evidence,  and  of  a 
nature  too  abftraft  for  the  houfe  to  decide  in 
the  fhape  of  a  vote.  It  tended  to  no  given 
objedl,  for  it  did  not  afleO:  to  fay,  that  the  in* 
^aence  of  the  crown  was  in  itfelf  improper,  or 
iad  been  unfairly  increafed,  but  made  a  leap 
-from  two  ifolated  aiTertions,  to  an  unfounded 
conclidion,  that  the  influence  oueht  to  be  dimi- 
t^ifhed.  Lord  Nugent  obferved,  that  Black- 
tb&Oit  and  Hume,  whow^ere  quoted  by  Dunning, 
iidd  feid  that  the  influence  of  the  crown  began 
to  ib«w  il&lf  in  174£ :  lie  fate  in  psdiament 

s  52  .  before 
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CHAP,  before  that  period,  and  remembered  that  fimilar 
*  XXXVII .  fpeculations  and  clamours  had  then  long  pre- 
^i^    vailed ;    he  then,   and   ftill  cbnfidered  them 
totally  unfounded. 

The  general  events  of  lord  North's  admi- 
niftration  were  cited  to  prove,  that  by  the  cor- 
rupt influence  of  the  crown,  he  retained  his 
office  in  oppofition  to  the  fenfe  of  the  nation. 
His  whole  bufmefs,  for  a  feries  of  years,  had 
been  to  make  excufes,  and  devife  expedients  ; 
to  find  fupplies  from  year  to  year,  without  in- 
venting any  method  in  finance,  any  fcheme  of 
fupply,    comprehenfive    or  permanent      The 
people  Mould  bear  taxes,  though  enormous, 
when  they  heard  of  vi6tories,  and  an  extenfion  of 
commerce  and  territory ;  but  were  apt  to  judge 
of  minifters,  not  from  ingenious  excufes  made 
for  their  conduct,  either  by  themfelves  or  others, 
but  from  the  fuccefs  that  followed  their  mea- 
fures.     Sir  Fletcher  Norton  alfo  made  a  long 
fpeech,  in  fupport  of  the  motion  ;   affirming 
the  exorbitant  power  of  the  crown,  and  the 
increafe   of  corrupt    influence.     If  members 
thought  proper  to  vote  the  petitions  of  fo  many 
thoulanas  of  the  people  falfe  and  unfounded, 
he  wiflied  them  joy  in  the  profped  of  meeting 
their  conftituents. 

It  was  already  apparent,  from  the  temper  of 
the  houfe,  and  the  effed  of  many  perfonal  ar- 
guments, that  the  divifion  would  be  hoftile  to 
the  wifhes  of  adminifl:ration  ;  Mr.  Dundas 
therefore  moved,  that  the  chairman  iliould 
leave  the  chair ;  a  propofition  which  being  un- 
derftood  to  ftifle  the  inquiry,  was  ill  received, 
and  unfupported. 

Lord  ^I0RTH  vindicated  his  own  conduft 
with  great  ability  ;  he  never  had  infinuated 
tliatr  his  abilities  were  equaJl  to  his  fituaUoQ}  he 

had 
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had  always  declared  his  readinefs  to  retire  wlien-   C  H  a  K 
ever  his  fovercign  and  the  people  fliould  wifli   ^^2^* 
it ;  but  if  it  were  true,  as  had  been  afferted,  that      '78o. 
he  was  kept  in  office  by  the  eiForts  of  oppofi- 
tion,  he  could  not  but  luppofe  he  owed  his  con- 
tinuance in  place  to  the  exertions  of  thofe  who 
had  formerly  contended  againft  the  rights  of 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and   were  now 
known  to  be  purfuing  meafures  calculated  to 
fubvert  the  conftitution. 

After  the  difcuffion  had  been  protrafted  to  Refoiiuion$ 
a  great  length,  Mr.  Dundas  obtained  leave  to  F^Lg  tht 
withdraw  his  motion  for  vacating  the  chair,  influenccof 
and  to  add,  as  an  amendment  to  the  origi-  decrown. 
nal  propofition,  the  words,   *'  it  is  now  necef- 
fary  to  declare/*    Fox,  readily  acceding  to  the  * ; 

amendment,  inforced  the  principle  of  the  ori- 
ginal motion,  by  faying  that  if  it  was  negatived, 
not  only  the  committee,  but  the  houfe  fhould 
never  fit  again.  It  appears  that  the  lord  advo- 
cate's reafon  for  this  amendment,  was  founded 
in  a  certainty  of  the  fuperior  ftrength  of  oppo- 
fition ;  and  as  his  former  effort  was  merely 
dire6ted  to  gain  time,  his  prefent  aim  was  to 
convert  that  which  was  projefted  as  a  general 
afTertion,  to  a  temporary  declaration,  which 
might  at  any  fubfequent  period  be  retraced  or 
difavowed.  The  amended  motion  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  eighteen. ' 

Dunning,  purfuing  his  fuccefs,  moved  a  Thecxpeiv. 
fecond  refolution,  "that  it  was  competent  to  ^jj|."7ji* 
the  houfe,  whenever  they  thought  proper,  to  liftj** 
examine  into  and  correal  abufes  in  the  expen- 
diture of  the  civil  lift  revenues.**    To  this  pro- 
pofition only  a  feeble  refiftance  was  offered ; 
the  minifter,  with  more  reafon  than  probability 

&  a  of 
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CHAP,  of  fuccefs,  deprecating  the  further  proceeding 
50CXVU.  of  the  committee. 

^ji^f        A  THi  RB  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt, 
And  the     and  fmiilarly  deprecated  by  lord  North,  alfo 
reUefotthe  puffed  without  a  divifion ;  affirming,  that  it 
P«op  c.       ^g^  ^YiQ  duty  of  the  houfe  to  provide  immediate 
and  efFeftual  redrefs  of  the  abufes  complained 
of  in  tlie  petitions. 
Rcfoiutions      A^  if  afraid  of  giving  the  houfe  a  moment 
reported,     for  recoUeftiou,  Fox  moved,  at  pad  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  that  the  refolutions  iliould  be 
immediately  reported  ;  lord  North  in  vain  op- 
pofed  the  proceeding,  as  violent,  arbitrary,  and 
unufual ;  the  report  was  brought  up,  and  the 
houfe  adjourned. 
joth  April.      On^  the  ncxt  fitting  of  the  committee,  Dun- 
Motion  for  nixig  moved  that,  in  order  to  fecure  theindepen* 
nioniM  ^    dence  of  parliament,  and  obviate  all  fufpicions 
paid  to        of  its  purity,  the  proper  officer  fliould,  in  future^ 
wUamciu.  within  feven  days  after  the  meeting,  lay  before 
the  houfe  an  account  of  all  monies  paid  out 
of  the  civil  lift,  or  any  part  of  the  public  reve- 
nue, to  or  for  the  ufe  of,  or  in  truft  for  any 
member  of  parliament.     However  unfounded 
the   fufpicion  might  be,  he  faid  the  public 
firmly  believed  that  large  fums  were  conveyed 
into  the  pockets  of  their  reprefentatives.     If 
any  members  did  unduly  podbfs  themfelves  of 
the  public  money,  this  propofition  would  dif* 
tinguifli  them  ;  if  not,  it  would  be  acceded  to 
without  difficulty.    Slight  objedions  wt^re  made 
to  the  motion,  as  propofing  a  teft  which  might 
be  unpleafant  to  the  upper  houfe,  and  beget 
difterences,  but  it  was  carried  without  a  divi- 
fion. 
wndcdn  DuNNiNG  ncxt  Dropofed  a  refolution  that 

«na?n  of-  the  trcafurer  of  the  chamber,  treafurer,  cofferer, 
ficeis  inca.  comptroller,  andr  mafter  of  the  houfehold,  the 
ling,  clerk5 
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qlafcs.of  tbe  ffreeif  cloth,  and  their  deputies^  chap. 
ihould  be  renclered  incapable  of  fitting  in  the  ^^^^ 
houiVof  commons.    This  motion  encountered     i7So« 
confiderabte  oppofition,  and  on  a  divifion  of 
the  committee,  the  majority  in  favour  of  the 
oppolition  was  reduced  to  tw  o.  * 

BsFO«£  the  next  fitting  of  the  committee,  ,^^1,, 
the  indifpofition  of  the  fpeaker  occafioned  an  liinefs  of 
adjouroment  often  days,  which  M^as  moved  by  ^|^^^' 
Dunning,  and  fan^ioned  by  the  general  body  ment!'"*" 
of  6ppoiition,though  objeftcd  to  by  lor<l  North, 
as  inconvenient,  and  detrimental  to  the  purfuit 
of  public  bufinefs. 

Whkn  the  fpeaker  had  fufficiently  recovered  »4tb. 
to  attend  his  duty,  Dunning  moved  an  addrefs,  ^^}^^ 
requeuing  the  king  "  not  to  diffolve  the  par-  ^ffoWing 
liament,   or  prorogue  the  feffion,  till  proper  pariiam«nt. 
meafures  ihould  be  adopted  for  diminifliing 
the  influence  of  the  crown,  and  correfting  the 
other  evils  complained  of  in  the  pejtitions.'* 
He  iarcaftically  alluded  to  the  unufual  fulnefs 
of  the  houfe,  hoping  the  new  comers  would 
ihew  their  zeal  for  their  country,  their  regard 
for  the  people,  and  their  abhorrence  of  undue 
influence,  by  fuppoHing  the  motion,  and  that 
the  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  of  the  fixth 
of  April,  would  receive  an  augmentation  of 
twenty  oj  thirty.     Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  who  fe- 
conded  the  motion,  read  refolutions  of  the 
Cambridge  county-meetmg,  approving  the  late 
proceedings,  and  conjured  the  houfe  not  to 
reprefs  the  budding  confidence  of  the  nation^ 
and  infpire  popular  rage ;  when  the  people  were 
once  inflamed,  who  could  ftop  them,  or  fay^         j 
*^  thus  far  ikalt  thou  go  and  no  farther^'  ? 

•  215  to  ftX}, 

8  4  Mr. 
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CHAP.  Mk.Adam  was  the  mofticonfpicuous  oppo« 
^'^vir.  j^ent  of  the  motion,  and  made  a  fpeech  ot  ex^ 
'  i7««.  traordinary  ability,  fhewing  the  improper  foun^ . 
dation  of  the  petitions,  and  the  error  of  thofe 
who  had  devifed  an  appeal  to  the  people.  Ho 
painted,  in  terms  no  Ids  animated  than  juft, 
the  dangers  of  beginning  a  reformation  by 
means  of  the  people,  and  cited  the  memorable 
days  of  Charles  I.  to  prpve,  that  although  hu- 
man intelle6l  and  virtue  were  then  at  their 
greateft  height ;  though  the  patriots  who  be- 
gan an  oppofition  to  the  court  were  juftified  by 
the  moft  imperious  motives,  yet  they  wero 
compelled  by  increafing  licentioufnefs  to  with- 
draw from  aftive  interference,  and  doomed  to 
view  the  overthrow  of  the  confiitution,  and 
the  eftabhfhment  of  the  moft  oppreffive  and 
arbitrary  defpotifm  that  had  ever  curfed  a 
nation.' 

Fox  made  an  animated  reply,  afcribing  tho 
misfortunes  of  Charles  I.  to  the  obftinacy  and 
infmcerity  of  his  charafter,  and  to  the  omifTiou 
of  an  early  attention  to  the  wi flies  of  his  fub- 
jefts,  which  M^ould  have  pVevented  all  the  calar 
mities  of  his  reign,  and  Aifchieft  which  fuc- 
ceeded  it.  The  miniftry  and  their  proftitute 
followers,  had  fpared  no  pains,  fcrupled  at  no 
.  means  to  traduce,  calumniate,  and  vilify  thofe 
who  oppofed  them  ;  perfonal  weakncfles,  follies 
of  youth,  and  foibles  of  age,  had  been  exhibited 
to  the  public  as  enormous  crimes ;  fome  were 
abufed  for  being  too  rich,  others  for  being  too 
poor,  and  flight  indifcretions  were  converted 
into  grievous  accufations.  But  would  thefc 
artifices  induce  them  to  abandon  their  ovm 
vote,  the  glorious  vote  of  the  fixth  of  April  ? 
A  vote  which  the  prefent  motion  alone  could 

cafry 
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carry  into  execution.    The  houfe  was  pledged,    S^^fj' 
in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  to  redrefe  gntv-    y^Lj 
ances:  like  an  individual  who  enters  into  a     x78p- 
bond  with  a  penalty,  they  were  bound  to  reduce 
the  undue  influence  of  the  crown,,  and  the  pe- 
nalty of  non-performance  M-^ould  be  a  forfeiture 
of  the  affeftions  of  the  people. 

The  motion  was  reprobated  by  lord  George 
Gennaine,  as  an  improper  mode  of  abridging 
the  royal  prerogative  ;  Dundas  ridiculed  it  as 
a  recruiting  officer  feut  out  by  oppofition  to 
beat  up  for  grievances  and  enlift  motions.  'It 
was  rejefted  by  a  majority  of  fifty-one.  *  BejoStsd. 

After  the  divifion,  Fox,  in  a  philippic  no  JjJ^'fJjvaK, 
Icfs  eloquent  than  fevere,  exprefled  his  indig-* 
nant  refentment  at  the  vote,  which  he  termed 
treacherous,  fcandalous,  and  difgraceful.  If  ot 
fo  in  thofe  who  oppofed  the  propofifion  of  the 
fixth  of  April;  they  afted  coniiftently,  and 
Jike  men  differing  upon  principle,  and  would 
have  been  guilty  of  the  moft  Ihameful  verfati- 
lity,  if  they  abandoned  the  meafiircs  they  had 
once  avowed.  But  who  could  contemplate, 
w*ithaut  mingled  indign^vtion  and  fqrprife,  the 
conduct  of  another  fetof  men,  who  after  voting 
with  him  that  the  influence  of  the  crown  ought 
to  be  diminilhed,  pledging  themfelves  to  the 
houfe,  the  nation,  their  conftitucnts,  the  people 
at  large,  to  each  other,  and  to  tliemfelves,  for 
the  redreis  of  grievances,  abandoned  that  fo- 
lemn engagement  by  rejecting  the  means  pro- 
pofed  :  it  was  ftain^fui,  it  was  bafe,  it  was  un- 
manly, it  was  treacherous,  The  contempt  he 
felt  for  thofe  who  were  at  the  devotion  of  the 
minifter,  was  mingled  fometimes  with  pity,  and 
fometimes  with  fo  much  refpe<^l  as  was  due  to 

t  %s^  to  :^ft}. 
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CHAP.  This  fudden  change  in  the  conduft  of  the 
^^g^'  houfe,  has  been  attributed  folely  to  influence  and 
J780.  corruption,  and  thofe  independent  members 
who  thus  thwarted  the  efFe6ls  of  their  former 
vote,  have  been  accufed  of  inconfiftency  and 
treachery.  But  their  conduft  in  both  cafes 
naturally  rcfulted  from  the  temper  of  the  times, 
the  ftate  of  the  miniftry,  and  the  violence  of 
oppofition. 

The  diftraded  ftate  of  Ireland,  the  unfuc- 
cefeful  progrefs  of  the  war  in  America,  and  the 
degraded  condition  of  theEhglifh  navy,  which 
had  fuffered  the  united  fleets  of  France  and 
Spain  to  ride  triumphant  in  the  Channel,  and 
menace  the  Britiih  coafts,  excited  general 
alarm  and  indignation.  The  divided  ftate  of 
the  cabinet,  the  candid  and  ealy  temper  of  lord 
North,  and  the  unpopularity  of  lord  Sandnnch 
and  lord  George  Germaine,  increafed  the  fer- 
ment and  apprehenfions  of  the  nation,  and  in- 
duced many  independent  members  of  the  houfo 
of  commons,  who  were  warm  friends  to  govern- 
ment, to  fecond  the  efforts  of  oppofition.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham 
and  Sir  George  Savile's  charafter  for  integrity, 
the  manly  fpirit  of  Fox,  and  the  fplendid  ta- 
lents of  Burke,  infpired  hope  and  confidence, 
and  the  parliament,  as  well  as  the  people,  were 
inclined  to  any  meafure,  not  detrimental  to  the 
conftitution,  which  was  likely  to  fubftitute  an 
efficient  cabinet  in  the  room  of  a  diftrafted 
miniftry. 

Such  was  the  general  difpofition  at  the  tinie 
of  Mr.  Dunning's  firft  motion,  on  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  wich  wus  accordingly  carried 
by  a  majority  of  eighteen.  But  on  his  fecond 
motion,  for  the  exclufion  of  certain  perfonji 
holding  offices  under  government,  the  violence 

of 
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of  the  oppofition  had  already  difguiled  many  of  chap. 
their  new  adherents,  and  the  queftion  paffed  hy  ^^^^'^ 
a  majority  of  only  two.     In  this  fituation  of    i7»«« 
afikirs,  the  illnefs  of  the  fpeaker  occafioned  an 
adjournment  of  ten  days,  and  after  the  recefs, 
the  oppofition  being  too  eager  to  purfue  their 
advantages,  alarmed  the  moderate  party  by  a 
motion  which  tended  not  to  diminilh,  but  to 
annihilate  the  power  of  the  crown,  end  to 
revive  the  tyranny  of   the  long  parliament. 
Accordingly  the  houfe  threw  out,  by  a  majority 
of  fifty-one,  the  laft  motion  of  Mr.  Dunning. 
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CHAPTER     THE     THIRTY-EIGHTH: 
1778—1779 — 1780—1781. 

EfftBs  of  appeals  to  the  people. — Origin  a7id pro* 
grefs  oftke  riots  in  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow 
071  the  fubjeft  of  popery.  —  Formation  of 
Protejiant  ajfbciations. — Difcujfions  in  par-- 
liament. — Correfponding  committees  ejiablijk^ 
ed.  —  Lord  George  Gordon  eleBed  prefident 
of  the  Prot€jia?2t  ajfociations.  —  EffeBs  of 
debating  focieties.  —  Intemperance  of  lord 
George  Gordon.  —  Petitions  to  parliament 
againji  the  Catholics.  —  London  petition.  — 
Meeting  at  Coachmakers  Hall.  —  Meeting 
of  petitiojiers  in  Saint  George's  Fields. — 
Motion  by  thd  duke  of  Richmond  for  a  re- 
form of  parliament.  —  The  members  infulted. 

—  The  hoiife  of  commons  interrupted.  — 
Chapels  of  embajfddors  burnt. —  Riots  fub- 

Jide — and  are  renexccd.  —  Privy  council  held. 

—  Proclamation.  —  Riots  more  alarming. 
* — Parliament  adjoin^ncd.  —  Numerous  con^ 

fagrations.  — Timidity  of  government.  —  Se- 
cond privy  council.  —  Exert io7is  of  the  mili- 
tary. —  The  riots  quelled.  —  Lord  George 
Gordon   committed  to^  the  Tower.  —  King's 

Jpeech  on  the  riots.  —  Lo7^d  Majisfelds  opi^ 
nion  on  military  interference.  —  Petitions 
rejeQed  by  parliament,  —  Judicious  jpeech 

from  the  throne  on  terminating  the  fejfion. — 
Political  effect  of  the  riots.  —  Trial  of  the 
rioters  —  And  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  — 
Diffblutiofi  of  parliament. 

CHAP.  |T  is  a  misfortune  ever  attendant  on  appeals 
^^^^^'  *  to  the  people  in  queftions  of  government, 
"  that  the  firft  meafures,  however  reafonable  and 
moderate,  become  perverted  in  the  hands  of 

€ntliufiaft» 
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entliufiafts  or  intriguers.     Extravagant  or  de-  chap, 
iigning  men,   afluming  the   dire^iion  of  the  ^^^yiiL 
papulace,  find  it  eafy  to  obtain  a  dangerous    ^^'  ^ 
afcendency ;  and  through  want  of  difcretion, 
or  want  of  integrity  to  guide  aright  the  fteps 
of  the  erring  and  giddy  multitude,  tremendous 
cfFefts  are  the  refult  of  caufea  apparently  inade- 
quate, and  in  their  origin  contemptibly  infigni- 
ficant.     While  men  of  the  firft  talent  and  for- 
tune were^  by  means  which  they  confidered 
conilitutional  and  regular,  attempting  to  excite 
ia  the  minds  of  the  real  co^ftituents  of  the 
rcprcfentative  body,  a  difguft  againft  the  fyftem 
ot  govcmment,  and  urging  them  to  clamour 
for  changes,  far  too  important  to  be  fo  diftated, 
a  ra{h  fanatic,  uniting  enthuiiafm  with  obflinacy 
and   unlimited   impudence,   produced  all  the 
mifchievous  effefts  of  madnefs,  combined  with 
wickednefs.     By   his  influence  over  the  lower 
order  of  people,  he  was  enabled  to  filence  and 
difperfe  the  legiflature,  paralyze  the  civil  arm, 
and  deliver  up  the  metropolis  of  Britain,  for 
feveral  fucceffive  days,  to  the  alarm  of  pillage, 
the  horrors  of  wide-fprcading  conflagi-ation,  and 
the  devaftations  of  unbridled  ferocity. 

The  repeal  or  modification  of  the  ad  of  tlie      '^J^% 
t^nth  and  eleventh  of  William  III.  for  prevent-  ftj^cifm 
ing  the  growth  of  popery,  was  the  means  of  inScotiand.. 
adding  the  fury  of  religious  bigotry  to  the  rage 
of  political  difcuifion,  and  of  engendering  a 
dark  and  diabolical  fanaticifm,  which  difaraced 
and  difturbed  the  kingdom.     The  benefits  ex- 
tended to  Roman  catholics  by  the  repealing 
aft*  did  not  extend  to  Scotland;  but  as  a 

loyal 

^  *  The  benefit*  procured  tp  papifts  by  tbis  repeal  were,  an  eyemp« 
tlon  of  biihopsy  piefts,  and  inftru^lors  of  you  thy  ^om  profecudoii 
and  impnTonmeBt,  a  iccurity  ox  the  right*  of  iDheritaiice^  and  per- 

xnifiio^ 
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CHAP,  loyal  declaration  of  the  people  of  that  perfua-* 
^2^^*  fion  was  fuppofed  to  have  confidcrably  influ-^ 
1778.     enced  government  in  affording  relief  to  thoftf 
in  England,  and  as  their  peaceable  and  orderly 
behaviour  on  every  occafion,  rendered  them  un- 
exceptionable objeds  of  legiflative  benevolence, 
meafures  were   commenced  for  procuring,  in 
Piopofaito  their  behalf,  fome  relaxation  of  a  fyftem  of  law 
Cithoik^!  "iipommonly  fevere,  and  frequently,   even  in 
modern  times,  enforced  to  the  very  extreme  of 
rigour.    Their  claims  being  well  founded,  ratio- 
nal, and  moderately  folicited,  produced  at  firftna 
fenfation ;  the  general  affembly  of  the  church 
of  Scotland  feemed  influenced  by  the  prevail- 
ing fpirit  of  liberality,  and  rejefted,  by  a  large 
maiority,  a  propofal  to  remonftrate  againft  the 
bill  which  was  paffing  through  the  Britilh  par- 
liament ;  but  the  gloomy  rancour  of  fanaticifm 
marked  the  opportunity,  and  foon  found  means 
^*         to  fingle  out   viSims  for  popular   rage.      A 
'fiiMtics!     fcurrilous  pamphlet  was  produced  by  a  non- 
juring  clergyman  in  Edinburgh,  exciting  the 
public  animofity  againft  the  Catholics;  publilh- 
ed  at  the  expence  of  a  fociety  (to  judge  by  this 
proceeding  grofsly  mifnamed)  for  propagating 
Chriftian  knowledge,  and  circulated  with  indul- 
try  and  profufion  among  all  ranks.     No.people 
on  earth  have  a  more  zealous  and  honeft  regard 
for  the  intereft  of  their  church  eftablifhment 
than  the  Scots ;  but  the  fame  fervour  of  fpirit 


■liflion  to  purchale  lands  in  fee  fimpic}  but  tb«  Catholics  wenr  no* 
to  enioy  thefe  privileges  except  on  condition  of  taking  the  oaths  o( 
atlegiance,  of  renunciation  of  th«r  Stuart  family  $  arA  abpiration-  of 
to  pofitions  that  it  is  lawful  to  murder  heretics,  and  that  no  faith 
fiiould  be  kept  with  them;  and  of  that  principle  which  legal ixes  th«' 
depoiitiony  or  murder,  of  princes  excommunicated  by  the  pope.  X^ey 
were  alfo  pn  oath  to  deny  the  pope*8  autliorityi  temporal  or  oivil,- 
withki  this  rnkn* 


^hich. 
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which,  when  well  direftecl,  had  enabled  them  to  chap. 
difregard  perfecution,  and  by  paffi  venefs  alone  to  ^^^^^^ 
triumph  over  religious  tyranny,  was  now  per-  177s- 
verted  to  nefarious  purpofes,  and  rendered, 
among  the  lower  clafs,  a  motive  for  the  com- 
mifEon  of  (hameful  crimes  iand  outrages.  The 
news-papers,  thofe  ready  vehicles  of  flander, 
intemperance,  and  fedition,  were  filled  with 
recapitulations  and  ablhafts  of  the  laws  againft 
papifts  and  popery,  at  once  reminding  the 
p  eople  of  their  great  power  over  a  part  of 
the  community,  and  recalling  to  memory  the 
hiftorical  reafons  on  which  the  grant  of  that 
power,  now  ufelefs  and  oppreflive,  had  been 
founded.  The  more  ardent  of  the  preachers 
appealed  to  the  paffions  of  the  people,  by  in- 
cendiary declamations,  and  the  lynod  of  Glaf- 
gow  adopted  refolutions  for  oppofing  any 
bill  which  might  be  brought  into  parliament 
*  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Scot- 
land. 

These  refolutions  were  followed  by  feveral  November, 
other  fynods,  but  that  of  Lothian  and  Twed-  tion'oV  - 
dale,  which  met  in  Edinburgh,  and  from  which  Proteftant 
great  rcfults  were  expelled,  refufed  to  fanftion  ^^^^ 
any  meafure  for  impeding  the  humane  inten- 
tions of  government  in  relieving  their  innocent 
fellow  fubjefts.     This  laudable  moderation  af- 
forded to  fome  zealots  of  Edinburgh,  an  op- 
portunity of  raifing  the  cry,  that  the  Proteftant 
religion  was  abandoned ;   and  about  a  dozen 
tradefmen,    clerks,    and    apprentices,    erefted 
themfelves  into  a   "  committee  for  the  Protef- 
tant intereft."     They  publifhed  in  news-papers 
their  refolutions  to  oppofe  the  bill  for  relief  of 
papifts,    invited  general  correfp^n-dence,   and 
thr<^iigbthe  medium  of  the  prefs,  endeavoured 
to  inflame  the  populace  againft  fhe  objefls  of 

VOL.  HI.  T  their 
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xMViii  ^^^^^  jcaloufy.  CoTrcli)ondcnce  with  this  new 
w-s/%^*  committee  was  fpeedily  opened,  and  refolution* 
'^^^*  of  boroughs,  parifhes,  and  private  focieties,  to- 
gether with  inflammatory  pamphlets,  and  fcur- 
rilous  libels,  were  daily  publifhed,  and  circu- 
lated in  every  form,  and  in  every  dire£lion. 

Jin.  The  catholics,  feeing  the  peril  in  which  their 

Edi*b'"  h  ^^^  attempt  had  involved  them,  in  vain  en- 
"  "'^  *  deavourcd  to  retreat  from  the  gathering  ftorm, 
and  regain  their  former  tranquil,  though  iufecu  re 
condition.  In  a  letter  to  lord  North,  which 
was  publiflied  in  the  London  news-papers,  they 
declined  the  intended  application  to  parliament, 
chufing  rather  to  facrifice  their  own  advantages 
than  endanger  the  peace  of  their  country;  but 
the  populace  of  Eainburgh,  long  inftigated  by 
every  art  in  the  power  of  mifguided  or  defign- 
ing  men,  had  already  prepared  to  execute  fum- 
mary  vengence,  on  men  whom  they  confidered  ' 

»9thjan.  the  enemies  of  their  faith-  An  incendiary 
hand-bill  was  fcattered  about  the  city,  inviting 
thofe  who  fhouH  find  it,  to  meet  at  the  LeiUi 
Wynd,  on  an  appointed  evening,  to  pull  down 
the  pillar  of  popery^  lately  erected  :  fuch  was 
the  denomination  given  to  a  fuite  of  rooms,  oc- 
cupied by  a  Romiih  prieft,  one  of  which  was 
fet  apart  for  the  attendance  of  his  congrega- 
tion. This  daring  invitation  was  not  ifliicd 
till  the  popular  mind  was  fufficicntly  prepared ; 
already  were  the  individuals  of  the  perfecuted 
perfuafion  kept  in  conftant  terror,  afraid  to 
remain  in  their  houfcs,  and  even  hunted  through 
the  ftreets  Svith  derifive  fliouts,  and  threatening 

2d  Feb.  exclamations.  A  numerous  rabble  effeftually 
completed  the  recommended  deftrudlion,  ex- 
tending their  fury  to  another  houfe  of  popifli 
worfliip,  and'htirning  or  purloining  a  valua- 
ble library  belonging  to  the  prieft ;  the  dwel- 
lings 
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lingd  thus  demolifhed,  were  known  \o  be  inha-  chap. 
bited  by  various  other  families  of  tradefmen  1^^^' 
and  mechanics.  The  mob,  unimpeded  in  their  ^779- 
career,  continued  feveral  days  deftroying  the 
houfes  and  furniture  of  real  or  reputed  papifts, 
infulting  their  perfons,  and  threatening  their 
lives.  Gathering  courage  from  impunity,  they 
extended  their  views,  and  denounced  ven- 
geance again  ft  all  who  had  favoured  fenti- 
uients  of  toleration  :  in  this  number  were  in- 
cluded Dr.  Robertfon,  the  juftly  celebrated 
hiflorian,  who  in  his  writings  had  recommended 
general  benevolence  in  matters  of  opinion ; 
and  Mr.  Croft>ie  the  advocate,  whofe  only  im- 
puted crime  wa^  that  of  profeffionally  drawing 
up  the  bill  intended  for  parliament 

During  fuch  fcenes,  the  inadlivity  of  the  Rcpreiim-* 
civil  power,  if  fufficiently  ftrong  in  itfelf,  or  5ua^«"the 
adequately  reinforced  by  extraneous  afliilance,  magiftracy. 
would  have  feemed  highly  cenfurable ;  but  the 

Erovoft  of  Edinburgh  was  more  than  inaftive ; 
is  condu6l  was  an  indirect  fandion,  if  not  an 
incentive  to  a  rabble,  who  being  without  order, 
and  without  partizans  of  any  confequence, 
would  have  llirunk  back  from  the  firft  combined 
or  regular  refiftance.  Their  intentions  were 
maniiefted,  not  only  by  the  hand-bills  ftrewed 
in  the  ftreets,  but  by  feveral  minor  afts  of  out- 
rage before  the  grand  attack,  yet  the  provoft 
only  promifed,  on  a  formal  application,  to 
convoke  the  deacons  of  the  corporation,  and 
caution  them  to  ufe  their  influence  in  diffuading 
the  people  from  joining  in  the  intended  tu- 
mult ;  and  when  a  lieutenant  of  the  navy,  com- 
manding a  prefs-gang,  offered  to  quell  the  riot, 
he  was  commanded  by  the  provoft  to  quit 
Edinburgh.  The  city  guard  was  no  more  alert 
than  the  chief  magiftrate  in  reprcfliing  thefe 

T  t  criminal 


27&  HISTORY  OF   EN«LANIX. 

CHAP,   criminal  exceffes;  and  when  the  military,  un- 
x^viii.  der  the  duke  of  Buccleugh,  generoufly  offerect 
I779^^    to  preferve  the  peace,  they  vere  not  only  pre- 
vented from    interfering,   but  the   prifoners, 
whom  they  took  in  the  very  aft  of  burning  a 
houfe,   were  difcharged  by  the  provoft,   and 
*  ftermitted    to    rejoin    their  fellow   criminals. 
Tenor  at  length  effefted  what  a  fenfe  of  public 
duty  had  failfed  in  producing,  and  the  magif- 
trates  claimed  military  affiftance,  by  M'hich  the 
6ihFcb.     tuniult  was  fpeedily  quelled.     The  provoft  and 
His  colleagues  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  ab- 
furdities    by    a   ridiculous    proclamation,    in 
which,  from  a  defire  to  "  remove  the  fears  and 
apprehenfions  which  had  diftrefled  the  minds 
of  many  well-meaning  people  in  the  metropolis, 
with  regard  to  the  repeal  of  the  penal  ftatutes 
againft  papifts,  the  magiftrates  informed  them, 
and  the  public  in  general,  that  the  bill  for  that 
purpofe  was  totally  laid  afide  :  it  was  therefore 
expeded  thatfuch  (?'.  e.  well-meaning)  pcrfons 
would  carefully  avoid  connefting  themfelvea 
with  any  tumultuous  affembly  for  the  future.^* 
They  promifed  to  take  the  moft  vigorous  mea- 
fiires  for  reprefling  tumults  and  riots  which 
might  afterwards  arife ;    '*  being  fatisfied  that 
JiUurt  diforders  could  proceed  only  from  the 
wicked  views  of  bad  and   defigning  men.''' 
This  acknowledgment  of  their  paft  negled, 
and   appearance  of  coincidence  in  fentiment 
with  the  rioters,  was  at  once  an  infult  to  the 
fuilerers,  and  a  triumph  to  the  mob.     The  mife- 
rable  viftims  of  perfeculion  remained  unfup- 
ported,  no  attempt  was  made  to  redrefe  their 
grievances,   they  were  ftill  afraid  to   appear 
publicly,    and    their   fubfiftcnce  was    chiefly 
derived  from  the  clandeftine  bounty  of  their 
friends. 

Edin- 
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Edinburgh  furnifhed  an  example    fuffi-    chap. 
ciently  inviting  to  the  fanatics  of  Glafgou^,  ^f!^^* 
though  the  objeds  of  perfecation  were  fo  few,      «779« 
that  they  had  not  a  chapd,  or  even  a  prieft.  Jilib  at* 
The  chief  fury  of  the  populace  fell  on  the  noufe  Giafgow. 
and  works  of  Mr.  Bagnal,  a  gentleman  from 
Staffordihire,  who  had  eftablilhed  in  the  vicitii- 
ty  a  manufaftory  for  the  pottery  diftinguiflied 
by  the  name  of  his  own  county.     His  property 
was  utterly  deftroyed,  and  his  wife  and  family, 
after  many  indignities,  compelled  to  feek  refuge 
in    the  city^  the  neighbours  being  afraid  to 
Ihelter  them.      The   magiftiates   and   clergy, 
however,  without  delay  repaired  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  mob,  by  bountifully  relieving  the 
exigencies  of  the  futferers,  and  liberally  refund- 
ing Mr.  fiagnal's  whole  lofs.^ 

These  violences  could  not  efcape  the  at-  If}}^^"* 
tention  of  parliament  On  the  firft  appearance  in*Mriiif 
of  the  lord  advocate  Dundas  in  the  houfe  of  meau 
commons  after  the  riots,  he  was  interrogated 
by  Wilkes  rcfpeAing  the  completion  of  a  pro- 
mife,  made  the  laft  fellion,  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  relief  of  his  Catholic  countrymen.  With 
his  ufual  franknefs,  the  lord  advocate  ftated, 
that  from  the  violences  and  infurreAions  in  all 
parts  of  Scotland,  it  had  been  agreed,  between 
him  and  the  principal  people  of  that  perfuafion, 
to  defer  meafures  of  relief,  till  fubfiding  preju- 
dice Hiould  leave  room  for  the  operation  of 
cool  perfuafion.  Wilkes  made  an  animated 
reply,  decrying  the  facrificc  of  the  dignity  of 
parliament  to  the  feditious  populace  of  Scotland. 

^  Taken  principally  from  CoDfiderationt  on  the  State  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  Scotland :  A  Memorial  to  the  Public  in  behalf  of  the  Ca- 
tholic! in  Edinburgh  and  .Glafgow,  containing  an  account  of  the 
riot  againfl  them  inFchioiary  17795  and,  Fanatic  ifm  and  Treafon,  or 
a  tiJJtoTy  of  (he  rebellious  Infurre6licns  in  June  1780^  iirft  edition, 

T  3  London^ 
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CHAP.  London,  he  faid,  might,  after  the  example  of 
^22^^'  Glafgow  and  Edinburgh,  prevent  by  infurrec- 
X779-  tion  any  matter,  however  important,  from  be- 
ing brought  into  parliament.  He  animad- 
verted on  the  magiftrates,  their  aplogy  for  the 
rabble,  and  their  promife  of  conceffion,  and  did 
not  hefitate  to  pronounce,  that  when  the  Ca- 
tholics could  not  find  proteftion  for  their  lives 
and  properties  even  in  the  capital,  there  was  a 
diflblution  of  all  govemment. 
jithMar.  BuRKE  introduced  a  further  difcuffion  on 
the  fubjeft,  by  prefenting  a  petition  from  the 
injured  Catholics  for  compenfation  and  further 
fecurity.  Fox,  in  fupporling  the  prayer,  faid, 
the  honour  and  humanity  of  the  houfe  ought 
not  to  be  limited  to  compenfation,  but  they 
fhould  repeal  the  penal  laws,  undeterred  by 
petty  infurreSions  m  a  little  corner  of  the  em- 
pire. Unwilling  to  urge  extremities, lord  North 
fufpended  the  confuleration  of  the  petition,  by 
the  previous  queftion ;  declaring  that  voluntary 
compenfation  would  be  made,  which  was  more 
eligible  than  compulfory. 
Corref-  SucH   proceedings,    both   in  England  and 

ponding     Scotland,  could  not  be  expefled  to  reprefs  the 
forrnT^^^^^    a6live  genius   of  fanaticifm   once  let  Joofe  ; 
politics  mingled  in  the  queftion,  and  eighty-five 
correfponding  focieties,  fimilarly  formed  with 
that  of  Edinburgh,  were  fpeedily  ere6led  under 
the  fpecious  pretext  of  protefting  the  Pro- 
•ndLord    teftant  religion.       Lord   George  Gordon,    a 
George      wild,  enthufiaftic,  moody  fanatic,  was  ele^ed 
titleT      t^^i"^  prefident :  he  replied  to  Fox's  fuggeftiona 
prcfidept.    in  the  late  debate,  by  declaring  it  highly  inex- 
pedient to  tolerate  the  Catholics  of  Scotland, 
equally  with  thofe  of  England  or  Ireland ;  and 
jth  May.    before  the  end  of  the  feffion,    moved,   but  hj& 
motion  M'as  not  feconded,  that  the  popiih  peki- 

Xlojx 
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tion  prefented  by  Burke  ihould  "  be  thrown  chap. 
over  the  table."    In  his  fpeech,  he  daringly  -af-  ^,f^^* 
ferted  that  the  whole  people  of  Scotland,  fit  to     i77». 
bear  arms,  except  a  few  Roman  Catholics,  were 
ripe  for  infurreaion  and  rebellion,  and  had  in- 
vited him  to  be  their  leader  or  privy  counfellor. 
It  was  not  in  the  power  of  parliament,  confif- 
tently  with  the  aft  of  union,  to  alter  the  reli- 
gious law  of  Scotland;  the  natives  were  impreffed 
With  that  opinion,  and  would  perifh  in  arms, 
or  prevail  in  the  conteft. 

Although  thea6live  fpiwtof  fanaticifmhad  Eftas  of 
long  fubfided  in  England,  fumcient  means  were  ^^^^^^^ 
not  wanting  to  give  birth  and  vigour  to  a  dan- 
gerous comoination,  in  which  pt)litics  and  re- 
ligion might  be  united  in  the  produftion  of 
formidable  commotions.  Meetings  of  men 
clefirous,  either  from  the  neceflity  of  profef- 
fional  purfuit,  the  hopes  of  adventitious  advan- 
tage, or  the  folicitations  of  perfonal  vanity,  to 
excel  in  the  arts  of  oratory,  had  long  been 
eftabliihed  in  the  metropolis:  they  had  been 
hitherto  confidered  always  harmlefs,  fometimes . 
ufeful,  often  ridiculous  ;  they  had  been  fati- 
rized  from  the  prefs,  and  on  the  ftage,  but 
ridicule  alone  was  employed  againft  them. 
The  modern  rage  of  dilcuffion  brought  them 
into  more  confpicuous  notice ;  they  were  reforted 
to  by  men  of  lively  talents,  though  of  confined 
information ;  public  meafureswere  debated  be- 
fore large  audiences ;  and,  as  little  delicacy  was 
preferved  in  mentioning  the  names,  or  alluding 
to  the  condu6l  of  exalted  perfonages,  all  who 
found  pleafure  in  grofs  abufe,  and  harfh  raillery, 
occafionally  intermingled  with  wit,  and  fome- 
times prefenting  a  fcanty  portion  of  informa- 
tion, frequented  thefe  aflemblies,  which  were 
termed  debating  focieties.     Religion  occupied 

T  4  a  portion 
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c  H  A  P.  a  portion  of  the  topics  debated  on  ordinary  .days, 
^^^^'  and  feparate  focieties  were  eftabliflied  for  the 
1779.  difcuffion  of  facred  fubjefts  on  Sundays.  By 
means  of  thefe  clubs,  lord  George  Gordon  fuc- 
ceeded  in  forminc  a  "  Proteftaut  affociation'' 
in  England,  of  which,  as  in  Scotland,  he  wa3 
declared  prefident.  While  a  man  of  his  birth 
^  and  ftation  could  condefcend  to  court  fuch 
an  affemblage,  his  countenance  and  protediou 
was  to  them  a  fubjeQ;  of  pride,  and  of  indi- 
vidual gratification.  His  family  was  in  ^ 
high  decree  honourable,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  BritiUi  parliament,  and  though  his  abfurd 
fpeeches  frequently  thinned  the  houfe,  ftill 
they  often  dilplayed  abilities,  and  were  mixed 
with  no  inconliderable  portion  of  coarfe  far- 
caftic  wit.  Oppofition  treated  him  with  com- 
placency, and  lomething  very  like  encourage- 
ment; themoft  diftinguilhed  leaders  called  him 
in  public  their  honourable  friend,  and  often 
fupported  his  arguments,  and  juftified  his  con-' 
duct  in  the  houfe. 
Intern.  His   fuccefs  in   forming  thefe  affociations 

pranco  of  confulcrably  augmented,  what  appeared  to  want 
George      ^^  iucrcafc,  his  violence  and  grofs  buffoonery. 
Gordon.     On  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  while  dilating 
>5th  Nov.  jjj  ^^^^  unwarrantable  terms  on  the  dilbofition 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
he  faid  the  indulgences  granted  to  papifts  had 
alarmed  all  Scotland,  where  the  people  were 
determined  to   guard  againft  a  le6t  in  fuch 
favour  with  the  miniftry  :  nor  were  thefe  fenti- 
jnents  confined  to  himfelf;  government  fliould 
find  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men  at 
his  back,  who  would  avow  and  fuppoft  them, 
and  whofe  warmth  of  fpirit  was  iiiH  greater 
than  his  own.     They  had  fent  pertitions  to  the 
miftifters,   who  had  difregarded,   to  the  lor^ 

chau- 
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chancellor   who  had   fuppreflbd,   and   to  the  chap. 
fpeaker  who  had  incurred  difpleafure  by  not  ^^^^^ 
delivering   them  to  the  lioufe  of  commons.    , 
They  had  now  printed  their  fentimenl    and 
refolutions,  which  he  was  to  deliver  to  the  king 
and  the  prince  of  Wales,  for  their  inftruftion 
on  the  manner  in  Avhich  the  Scots  would  con* 
fent  to  be  governed.     The  people  of  Scotland, 
he  faid,  were  irritated,  and  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion exafperated,  being  convinced   that  the 
king  was  a  papifl. 

The  indifference  with  which  thefe  indecent 
and  alnioft.  treafonable  attacks  were  endured, 
probably  arofe,  partly  from  refpeft  to  the  family 
of  this  intemperate  man,  and  partly  from  a 
notion  that  he  was  not  free  from  infanit3\ 
During  the  whole  feffion,  however,  he  con- 
tinued the  fame  courfe  of  ribaldry.  He  con- 
ftantly  boalled  of  the  number  of  men  attached 
to  his  perfon  and  fubjeded  to  his  will,  calum-  ^ 
niated  the  king,  and  defied  parliament.  In  a  sthMar. 
debate  on  Burke's  reform  bill,  after  fatiguing 
the  houfe  with  aferies  of  abfurdities,  he  alierted 
that  he  had  in  Scotland  a  hundred  and  iixty 
thoufand  men  at  his  command,  and  if  the  king 
did  not  keep  his  coronation  oath,  they  would 
do  more  tlian  abridge  his  revenue,  they  would 
cut  oif  his  head. 

It  would  be  much  beneath  the  dignity  of  Pcthioni 
hiftory  to  record  the  excefl'es  of  fo  coarle  a  tana-  *°  p*^^**- 
tic,  but  for  the  fatal  confequences  with  which  Tg^ilinfttho 
they  were  attended.'     A  petition  had  already  Catholics. 
been  prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  ligned  "^^  Apr* 
by  nearly  three  thoufand  inhabitants  of  Rochef-  iH  May. 

€  Numerous  inftances  of  his  violence  and  ribaldry  are  not  here 
conansenaorated }  they  may  be  found  in  the  debatts  from  1778  16 
2780,  or  a  copious  coll^aion  of  them  in  the  Political  Magazine  for 
June  17801  which  contains  tiie  greateft  details  of  the  violent  tran- 
|iai(.ui  of  tfi^  month, 

ter, 
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CHAP,  ter,  and  another  from  Maidftone,  praying  a 
^w?ZiJ''  repeal  of  the  a6t  allowing  indulgences  to  Ca- 
»7«o.     tholics  ;   when  lord  George  Gordon  thovght 
llndon^*    proper  by  public  advertifement,  as  prefident  of 
petition,     the  protcftant  affociation,  to  invite  a  petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  London  and  its  envi- 
rons, on  the  fame  fubjeft.     **  If  they  united," 
he  told  them,   "  as  one  man  for  the  honour  of 
God,  and  liberties  of  the  people,  the  kingdom 
might  yet  experience  thebleiling  of  divine  Pro- 
vidence, and  the  reftoration  of  love  and  confi- 
dence among  brethren.     But  if  they  continued 
pbfiinate  in  error,  and  fpread  idolatry  and  cor- 
ruption through  the  land,  nothing  could  be 
expefted  but  divifion  among  the  people,  dif- 
tra6lion  in  the  fenate,  and  difcontent  in  the 
camp,  with  all  other  calamities  attendant  on 
thofe  nations  whom  God  had  delivered  over  to 
Uth'Mzj*  arbitrary  power  and  defpotifm."     Lord  George 
Gordon  gave  notice  in  parliament,  of  the  day 
when  this  petition  would  be  prefented,  and  of 
his  defign  to  require  the  attendance  of  all  the 
petitioners,  in  an  humble,  decent,  and  refpe^iful 
manner. 
»9th.        '    FoK  the  purpofe  of  collecting  an  increafed 
atCwih.    number  of  fignatures,  the  petition  was  depo- 
maker'i      fitcd  at  his  houfe,  and,  by  another  advertife- 
^*"'         ment,  he  called  a  meeting  of  the  Proteftant  aflb- 
ciation  at  Coach-maker's  Hall,  One  of  the  moll 
confpicuous  fpots  where  debating  focieties  were 
held.     At  this  place  he  made  a  long  harangue 
to  a  moft  crowded  room,  on  the  repeal  of  the 
aft  againft  Catholics,   and  the  rapidity    with 
which  it  had  palled  through  parliament,  decry- 
ing the  meafure  as  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Revolution,  and  dangerous  to  thefuc-, 
cellionof  the  houfe  of  Hanover.   To  inflame  ftill 
further  the  minds  of  his  auditors,  he  read  tb« 

catechifm 
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catechiffii  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  an  in-  chap. 
dulgence  granted  by  the  pope  to  his  flock  in  ^P^l?* 
England.  The  alarming  growth  of  popery,  he  i^so. 
faid,  could  ohly  be  refifted  and  quailied  by 
going  in  a  firm,  manly,  and  determined  man- 
ner to  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  difplay  ing  to 
their  reprefentatives  their  refohition  to  preferve 
their  religious  freedom  with  their  lives.  "  For 
his  part,  he  M'ould  run  all  hazards  with  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  if  the  people  were  too  lukewarm  to 
run  all  hazards  witli  him,  when  their  confcience 
and  their  country  called  them  forth,  they  might 
get  another  prefident ;  he  was  not  a  lukewarm 
man,  and  if  they  meant  to  fpend  their  time  in 
mock  debate,  and  idle  oppofition,  they  might 
get  another  leader."  Loud  acclamations  fbl^ 
lowed  this  incendiary  fpeech,  attended  by  re- 
folutions  that  the  whole  body  of  the  proteftant 
alfociation  would  allemble  in  St.  George's  Fields^ 
on  the  fecond  of  June,  with  blue  cockades  in 
their  hats,  to  diftinguilh  real  Proteftants,  and 
friends  of  the  peti  tion,  from  their  enemies.  The 
prefident  declared  that  if  the  aflemblage  amount- 
ed to  iefs  than  twenty  thoufand,  he  would  not 
deliver  the  petition  :  a  meeting  of  forty  thou- 
fand was  anticipated,  and  the  advertifement  of 
refoluti6ns  afligned  that  as  a  reafon  for  con- 
vening this  petitioniog  army  in  St.  George's 
Fields. 

On  the  day  appointed,  not  twenty  thoufand  »d  Ja»e 
only,  but  fixty,  and  fomc  accounts  extend  them  JJf*^^*^ 
to  a  hundred  thoufand,  petitioners  or  affocia-  tionen 
tors,  met  in  St  George's  Fields.     They  were  jsf^-  ^ 
marfhalled  in  feparate  bands,  and  after  an  ha-  FieW?* 
rangue  from  lord  George,  the  main  body  made 
an  unneceflary  circuit  over  London  Bridge,  and 
through   the  city  to  the  feat  of  parliament. 
They  marched  fix  a  breaft,  preceded  by  a  ipau 

carrying 
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CH  AP,  carrying  on  his  head  the  petition,  fijrned  with 
wi/-ii/   ^  hundred    and    twenty  thoufand  names  or 
^780,     marks. 
Motion  by.      On  this  inaufpicious  and  difgraceful  day, 
Rkhmond^  the  duke  of  Richmond  introduced  to  thel6rds 
for  a  re-     a  projcft  for  reforming  the  lower  houfe  of  par- 
form  of      liament.     He  harangued,  in  the  hacknied  ftyle, 
Sco^'       ^^  the  abufes  of  government,  the.  influence  of 
minifters,  the  fecret  invifible  power,  which  di- 
redled^  the  whole  poHtical  machine,  and  the 

i'uft  complaints  and  pretenfions  of  the  people, 
lis  plan  was  to  diffolve  parliaments  annually, 
abolifh  burgage  tenures,  and  admit  to  a  right 
of  fuiFrage  every  man  of  full  age,  and  not 
difqualifiecf  by  law. 
The  mem-  This  wild  fchemc  of  popular  reform  met 
htno(  with  a  practical  rebuke  in  the  moment  of  its 
uafuUedT^  proje6lion :  before  the  fitting  of  the  houfe,  the 
moD,  occupying  all  the  paffes  to  Palace  Yard, 
rendered  the  approach  difficult  even  to  their 
favourites ;  but  thufe  who  had  not  acquired 
this  difgraceful  diftinftion  were  robbed,  beaten, 
and  even  threatened  with  the  lofs  of  their 
lives.  The  mob  were  prevented  from  rufliing 
into  the  houfe  by  the  adivity  and  refolution 
of  the  door-keepers  alone :  leveral  peers  ex- 
hibited, on  their  entrance,  inconteftable  proofs 
of  the  indignities  they  had  fuftaiined,  and  ftat- 
ing  to  the  chair  the  danger  of  other  members, 
while  the  duke  of  Richmond,  in  the  genuine 
zeal  of  reform,  complained  of  the  interruptiaa 
of  his  harangue,  and  feemed  to  confider  Iris 
fpeech  of  more  importance  than  the  lives  of 
lord  Bofton  and  the  bilhop  of  Lincoln,  who 
were  at  that  moment  declared  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  rabble.  ^     In  this  ridiculous  fpirit 

-of 

*  The  rage  againd  the  biOiop  of  Lincoln,  had  no  ctber  fbundaricn 
than  his  being  brother  to  the  lord  chaocellof  (Thurlowj :  lord  Bo^un 
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of  procraftlnation,  and  fa6liou3  delay,  a  gene-   chap, 
rous  propofal  by  lord  Townfliend  for  the  houfe  ^^S^IiU'' 
to  iffue  forth  in  a  body  and  refcue  lord  Bofton,      »7«<>- 
was  converted  into  a  debate  whether  the  fpeaker 
fliould  attend  with  the  mace,  which  was  only 
terminated  by  the  appearance  of  lord  Boftoii,     ^ 
whofe  life  might  have  been  facrificed  to  popular 
rage,  before  affiftance  was  obtained  through  fo 
tardy  a  medium.     One  of  the  Middlefex  ma- 
giftrates  Avas  called  to  the  bar,  who  declared 
niat  everr  exertion  could  only  procure  the  at- 
tendance of  fix  conftables,  and  that  no  civil 
force  could  quell  fo  large  and  tumultuous  a 
mob.     A  fuggeftion  of  the  propriety  of  calling 
in  the  military,  under  the  authority  of  the  civil 
power,  was  refifted  by  lord  Shelbume,  who  de- 
clared, though  minifters  might  be  fond  of  fuch  a 
itieafure,  it  mould  never  meet  with  his  fandlioo. 
The  original  debate  was  interrupted ;  and  the 
peers  feparately  retired,  leaving,   at  laft,  lord 
Mansfield,  who  had  ihewn,  throughout  the  day, 
the  utmoft  prefence  bf  mind,  with  no  other 
protection  than  the  officers  of  the  houfe  and  his- 
own  fervants. 

Meanwhile  the  houfe  of  commons  cxhl-  T^«pcti- 
bited  a  fcene  equally  difgraceful.     Many  of  the  foltlndST- 
members  were  no  lefs  ill-treated  than  the  lords,  •e^nipt  the 
The  rabble  took  poffeflion  of  the  lobby,  making  ^"^"  ^^ 
the  houfe  refound  with  cries  of  "  No  popery," 
and  knocking  violehtly  at  the  door:  and  when  it. 
13  confidered  how  powerful  they  then  w^re,  and 


commoiis* 


was  attacked  on  an  untrue  and  wicked  fuggeftion,  that  he  wat  » 
member  of  the  Romiih  church*    Lord  Bofton  etfe^ed  his  own  Ube* 
rltion^  the  biifaop,  after  Tulbining  much  infult  and  violence*  -was  * 
refcucd  by  a  young  law  ftndent,  received  into  a  private  houfe,  and  ' 
c6ncealed  in  the  attire  of  a  woman  from  the  popplace»  .(wiio  fwoi«'l 
they  would  cut  the  fign  bf  the  cro(s  en  his  forehead)  i  feveral  other 
p^8  wert  mal- treated » 

that 


t85  felSTOBY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  ^hat  there  was  no  refiftance,  it  is  not  cafy  to 
^^^'  fay  what  prevented  them  from  ruihing  in.  The 
J7»o-  motions  for  hringing  up,  and  entering  into  the 
immediate  confideration  of  the  petition,  were 
made  by  lord  George  Gordon,  andfeconded 
by  alderman  Bull :  the  former  was  granted  of 
courfe,  the  latter  being  amended  by  a  delay  of 
four  days ;  the  houfe  divided,  and  only  nine 
members  were  found  fufliciently  flexible  to 
confentto  a  deliberation,  under  the  influence 
of  an  outrageous  mob.  •  During  the  debate 
preceding  the  divifion,  lord  George  Gordon 
fiequently  went  into  the  lobby,  harangued  his 
noify  troop,  and  encouraged  them  to  perfever- 
ance,  by  exprefling  hopes  that  the  alarm  would 
compel  the  king  to  give  directions  to  his  mi- 
nifters  forgfantmg  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 
He  reprefented,  or,  to  fpeak  more  correftly, 
mifreprefented,  what  was  faid  by  the  members, 
which  being  obferved  by  colonel  Holroyd,  he 
took  hold  of  lord  George  when  he  returned 
into  the  houfe,  and  faid,  "He  had  heretofore 
imputed  his  condufil  to  madiicfs,  but  now  found 
there  was  more  of  malice  than  of  madnefs  in 
it,  and  if  he  repeated  fuch  proceedings  he 
iliould  immediately  move  for  his  commitment 
to  Newgate."  Lord  George,  Avith  great  mild- 
nefs  and  puritanical  cant,  "  lamented  that  a 
perfon  for  whom  he  had  fo  much  refpecl,  fhould 
confider  him  in  that  light".  He  dcfifted  from 
going  out  at  the  door,  but  afterwards  went  up 
Hairs,  and  fpoke  to  the  people  in  the  lobby  from 
a  kind  of  gallery.     General  Conway  intimated 

•  Thdr  names  were,  lord  George  Gordon  and  alderman  Bidl, 
tellew  5  earl  Vcmey,  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke,  Sir  Michael  ie 
Flemine,  Sir  James  Lowtber,  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbcy,  Mr.  Polhiil,  and  ' 
Mc  Tolbmachc.    On  the  other  fide  were  192. 

a  deter- 
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a  determination  to  refill  any  attempt  ta  intrude  chap. 
into  the  houfe ;  and  a  member  ^  declared,  that  ^^^^^*- 
on  the  burfting  in  of  the  firft  man  his  (word       1780. 
fliould   pafs    through    lord  George,   and  not 
through  the  rioter. 

The  houfe  continued  in  this  extraordinary 
ftate  until  about  nine  o'clock,  when  the ferjeant  at 
arms  having  communicated  to  the  fpeaker  th?it 
a  detachment  of  foldiers  was  drawn  up  in  th€ 
court  of  requefts,  and  the  palfagcs  cleared,  the 
houfe  adjourned.     Mr.  Addington,  an   active 
Middlefex  magiftrate,  appearing  with  a  party 
of  light  iiorfe,  prevailed  on  part  of  the  mob  to 
retire.     Parties  of  them,  howevjer,  filed  off  in 
different  directions,  and  burnt  and  plundered  Cbapelo* 
the  chapels  of  the  Sardinian  and  Bavarian  em-  wribaffa- 
baifadors ;  fome  were  apprehended,  and  commit-  bumt. 
ted  to  Newgate. 

The  early  part  of  theenfuingday  exhibiting  3d  !""«. 
no  appearances  of  a  renewal  of  the  late  out-  jfj^.^'^"^ 
rages,   parliament   met   without  interrujition. 
Lord  Bathurft  moved  an  addrefs  for  "  profecut- 
ing  the  authors,  abettors,  and  inftruments  of 
yefterday's  outrages  ;"  while  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond imputed  the  whole  blame  to  the  miniftry, 
who,  although  timely  apprized  of  the  meeting, 
took  no  meafures  for  preventing  its  pernicious  , 

effefts.  He  had  pafled  through  the  mob  in  his 
way  to  the  houfe  with  little  interruption ;  he 
heard  no  complaint  againfl;  any  law  but  the 
Quebec  aft,  and  he  thought  thofe  complaints 
not  ill-founded.  Lord  Shelburne  drew  a  dif- 
tin6tion  between  toleration  and  efl;abliftiment, 
intimating  that  more  than  toleration  had  been 
obtained  for  ,the  Catholics.  Lord  Bathurft's 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  houfe  having 

'  Sud  to  be  colonel  Mamy,  tl  relation  of  lord  George  Gordon. 
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ptofccuted,  without  interruption,  a  long  debate 
on  fome  difpatches  lately  received  from  admiral 
Rodney,  adjourned  till  the  fixth. 

Contrary,  however,  to  all  expeftation,  the 
riots  were  renewed  in  the  evening;  a  party 
aflembled  in  Moorfields,  and  did  fome  milchief 
under  the  very  eye  of  Kennett,  the  lord  mayor, 
a  weak  and  ignorant  man,  totally  void  of  fpirit 
or  mental  refource,  who  might  with  the  flighteft 
exertion  have  cruflied  the  tumult  in  its  in- 
fancy. * 

During  the  enfuing  day,  which  was  Sun- 
day, their  outrages  were  confined  to  Moorfields 
audits  vicinity ;  and  themihtary,  though  called 
out,  were  not  permitted  to  fire.  The  real  da- 
mage was  hitherto  lefs  confiderable  than  the 
alarm,  and  government  laboured  under  the 
miftake  that  the  proceedings  of  the  rabble  por- 
tended nothing  lerious,  but  were  mere  irregu- 
larities. ^ 

Before  the  drawing-room  at  St.  James's,  m 
compliment  to  his  majefty's  birth-day,  a  privy 
council  was  held,  but  the  riots  yet  appeared  of 
fo  fmall  importance,  that  no  other  meafure  was 
adopted,  biit  a  proclamation  offering  a  reward 
of  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  difcovery  of 
thofe  who  were  concerned  in  deftroying  the 
chapels  of  the  embafladors.  In  the  courfe  of 
this  day,  however,  the  riots  aflumcd  a  more 
formidable  afpeft  ;  extending  beyond  the  cha- 
pels of  the  obnoxious  perfuafion,  and  indicating' 
a  wild,  ungovernable,  and  determined  fury. 
The  dawn  was  ufliered  in  by  an  affault  on  Sir 
George  Savile's  houfe  in  Lei cefter- fields ;  he 
had  moved  the  repeal  of  the  ftatute  of  William, 

C  See  Wilkes*s  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  19th  June  1720. 
^  Such  wfts  the  opinion  ezprtifed  by  lordMantiieid  to  Mr.  Strahtn. 
See  Bofweirs  Tife  of  Johnfoxif  Yol.  iii.  p.  4.57.  Svo.  edition. 

8  and 
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and  his  patriotic  exertions,  and  parliamentary  chap. 
renown,  could  not  avert  the  fury  of  the  mob,  ^^^^l^' 
ivho  denioliflied  part  of  his  dwelling,  and  burnt     »7*«- 
his  furniture  before  the  door.     Rainsforth  and 
Maberly,  two  refpe<5lable  men  of  bufmcfs,  who 
had  mads  themfelves  confpicuous  by  laudable 
.'^xertions  in  apprehending  the  rioters,,  were  for 
that  reafon  fmgled  out  as  victims,  and  their 
houfes  deftroyed.     In  Wapping  and  Eaft  Smith- 
field,  Romifli  chapels  were  rafed,  and  the  wrecks    , 
being  brought  in  parade  before  lord  George 
Gordon's  houfe,  were  burnt  in  the  adjacent 
fields. 

This  mifchievous  fanatic  was  now  alarmed  Terror  of 
at  the  effefts  of  his  own  imprudence,  and  put  oolSm!^' 
forth  a  hand-bill,  in  the  name  of  the  Proteftant 
aflbciation,  difavowing  the  riote.     When  the  *th» 
houfe  m^t,  according  to  adjournment,  he  found 
fome  members  determined  to  check  his  extra-* 
vagances.     Colonel  Herbert,  now  earl  of  Car- 
narvon, called  to  him  acrofs  the  houfe,  peremp- 
torily commanding  him  to  take  from  his  hat 
the  badge  of  fedition,   the  blue  cockade,  and 
threatening,  if  he  refufed,  to  do  it  himfelf :  lord 
George  tamely  obeyed,  and  put  the  cockade  in 
his  pocket.    Though  the   approaches   to  the  Adjourn* 
houfes  of  parliament  were  as  before  obllruded  parhLmcou 
by  the  mob,  no  member  was  injured   in  his 
paiTage,  but  lord  Sandwich,  who  was  wounded, 
and  his  carriage  deftroyed.   The  houfe  of  lords^ 
without  attempting  any  difcuflion,  adjourned 
to  the  nineteenth  ;  and  the  houfe  of  commons 
pafled  refolutions  vindicating  tlieir  own  privi^ 
leges,  and  an  addrefs  for  repairing  the  injuries 
done  to  the  property  of  foreign  embafladors, 
and  profecuting,  by  the  attorney-general,  thofe. 
who  had  occalioned  or  abetted  the  difturbanccs. 
Some  members  of  oppofition  feemcd  fenfible 

VOL.    III.  u  of 


-90  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

inocvui  ^^^^^  dreadful  emergency  to  which  die  country 
\^-^^_f'  ^vsus  reduced,  anddifpofed  to  ftrengthengovern- 
jj^o..     ment.     Burl^e,  who  was  implicated  in  the  odi- 
um of  having  favoured  Roman  Catholics,  recom- 
mended unanimity  and  defenfive  aflbciations  ; 
and  Sir  George  Savile  thanked  the  miniftry  for 
the    afilftance    of   the  military    in  proteding 
his  dwelling;  Fox,  however,  refufed  his  fup- 
port  to  government,  alleging  that  adminiftra- 
tion  had  diffolvcd  every  bond  of  fociety,  and 
difgraced   ail  who  aSed  with  them;  and  an 
intimation  that  it  would  be  proper  to  expel 
lord  George  Gordon,  was  received  with  marka 
of  difapprobation.     A  conceffion  was  made  to 
the  rabble,  which,  if  founded  in  prudence,  was 
deficient  in  dignity,  by  a  refolution,  "  That  as 
foon  as  the  tumults  lubfided,  the  houfe  would 
proceed  to  the  confideration  of  the  petitions 
of  his  mjuefty's  Proteftantfubjefts." 
^r^ofth       This  fecond  coUeftion  of  tne  mob  gave  new 
riours/  *  force  to  diforder,  as  the  former  flight  attempts 
to  reftrain  the  rioters,  only  ferved  to  make 
magiilracy  ridiculous,  and  impart  to  guilt  the 
hardihood  arifing  from  impunity, .    While  the 
houfes  were  fittii\g,  the  minifter's  abode    in 
Downing-ftreet  was  attacked,  but  prote6led  by 
the  military.     The  infurgents,  no  longer  unde- 
termined in  their  pul^pofe,  or  deficient  in  ad  vtfers, 
(th&7th.  ^vere  marflialled  in  bands,  and  fent  on  diftinft 
confla^*  expeditions,  which  during  two  days  were  cxe- 
tigns,        cuted  witli  rapidity  and  fuccefs,  fpreading  uni- 
verfal  alarm,  and  threatening  general  devaila* 
tion :    religion  was  now  hardly  a  pretence, 
though  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  and 
its  vicinity  were  obliaed,  as  a  proteftion  to  their 
property,  to  chalk  on  their  dwellings  the  words 
*'  no  popery,"  and  to  pay  without  refittance  the 
irregular  contributions  demanded  by  the  rioters, 
■*~  .  which 
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"which  were  kvied  accordincr  to  their  caprice  chap. 
or  rapacity.  It  were  a  vain  and  ufeleis  talk  to  >.^k.^ 
purfue  methodically  the  train  ofwafteandha-  *7«o» 
vock,  and  trace  the  mifchief  committed  by  this 
licentious  rabbit  during  their  two  days  domi- 
nion, with  any  afFeflation  of  precifion.  The 
prifonsof  Newgate  and  Clerken well,  the  Comp- 
ters, the  Fleet,  the  King's  Bench,  and  the  Mar- 
Ihalfea,  and  the  gaols  of  Southwark,  were 
emptied  of  their  felons  and  debtors,  and  4c- 
ftroyed  or  greatly  damaged. '  The  houfes  of 
Sir  John  Fielding,  Hyde,  and  Cox,  magif- 
•  trates  of  Middlefex,  were  plundered  and  burnt; 
the  dwelling  of  the  lord  chancellor  was  faved 
by  polling  a  few  foldiers  in  the  houfe;  but 
the  abode  of  lord  Mansfield  met  a  different 
fate ;  furniture,  books,  and  piAures,  and,  what 
was  a  ftillmore  irreparable  lofs,  his  manufcripts, 
formed  during  fo  long  and  aAivc  ajurifpru- 
dential  and  political  life,  all  were  facrificed  to 
the  brute  rage  of  a  deteftable  rabble.  The 
venerable  chief  juftice  efcaped  by  a  back  way, 
and,  wrapt  in  a  cloak,  fafely  arrived  at  the 
door  of  a  friend,  requefting  admittance.  His 
wine  and  liquors  were  poured  out  in  profufion, 
and  probably  the  hope  of  fi mi lar  plunder,  more 
than  the  circumftance  of  their  being  Roman 
Catholics,  drew  the  attention  of  the  mob  to  two 
houfes  of  the  Langdales,  diftillcrs  in  Holborn, 
which  were  burnt,  with  feveral  neighbouring 
buildings.  The  rioters  drank  at  the  fam^etime 
fuch  quantities  of  fpirituous  liquors,  that  many 
were  burnt  and  many  overwhehned  in  ruins. 

AuELUCTANCE,  rather  iucxcufablc than  uu-  Timidity 
accountable,  had  enervalf  d  the  arm  of  govern-  ^^ntJ""* 

*  The  aflault  of  Newgate  wlihout  urms,  was  tlie  moft  defperate 
ftKempt  that  cuu)d  be  conceived.  A  building  Co  (Irong,  that  had  a 
dozen  men  reiiiled,  it  ieemed  ^Imoll  impoflible  lo  take  it  without 
vtilieryi 

u  'i  ment,. 
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CHAP,  ment,  and  prevented  the  due  employment  of 
xxxviir.  the  military  during  the  progrefs  of  thefe  dif- 
i7«o.  graceful  tranfa^iions.  A  general  fupinenefs 
ieemed  to  pervade  every  department ;  no  fpe- 
cific  orders  were  iflued,  and  without  them  no 
magiftrate  would  venture  to  exercife  the  au- 
thorities confided  to  him  by  the  riot  aft.  The 
tranfaftions  of  17C8,  when  a  Surrey  magiftrate 
was  tried  on  a  capital  indiftment  for  fuch  an 
exertion,  and  thole  who  obeyed  his  order  were 
profecuted  with  all  the  malignity  of  party, 
were  not  yet  forgotten,  nor  could  the  minifters 
difmifs  from  their  ears  thofe  fulminations  which 
had  fo  recently  founded  in  parliament,  when 
they  merely  appointed  a  military  guard,  at  a 
time  when  a  mob  w^as  brought  to  their  own 
doors,    during  the  difcuflion  of  the  popular 

})Ctitions.  The  rage  of  oppofition,  and  vio- 
ence  of  inveftive  which  had  prevailed  during 
the  'whole  feffion,  and  the  many  attempts  which 
were  daily  making  to  render  the  people  aftive 
and  eflficient  in  government,  account,  but  do 
not  apologize,  for  the  timidity  of  admini- 
ftration.*" 
7th.  In  this  emergency  a  privy  council  was  con- 

Secon4       vcncd,  at  which  not  cabinet  minifters  alone, 

council.  ^^*  ^^^  "^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^*  ^^^^  defired  to  attend : 
the  king  himfelf  was  prefent: — irrefolution 
ftill  prevailed ;  nor  was  any  decifive  or  effec- 
tual meafure  fuggefted.  The  council  had  rifen, 
when  the  king  anxioufly  demanded,  if  no 
meafure  could  be  recommended.    The  attor- 

k  Lord  Chatham,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  countryy  oommitted 
two  a£lf » which  he  confidercd  illegal :  he  arrefted  a  ftifpicious  foreigner 
,  by  a  general  warrant,  and  he  laid  an  embargo  on  ▼efleli  iaden  with 
corn  i  his  vindication  of  his  condu£^  wat  a  leiTon,  and  oueht  to  be 
a  model  to  minifters ;  '<  I  knew  the  illegality,**  he  faid,  <*  but  I  e«^ 
ercifed  power  for  the  falvation  of  the  country,  at  the  rifque  of  my 
life,  and  were  my  life  to  be  the  certain  forfeitj  I  wQuld  again*  in 
fimilar  clrcumftances,  a6t  the  fame  part,'* 
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ney-general  anfwered  he  knew  but  of  one—  chap. 
that  of  declaring  the  tumults  rebellious,  and  ^^^^^^^* 
authorizing' the  military  to  aft  where  neceffity  1780. 
required,  although  the  magiftrates  Ihould  not 
attend.  The  kin^  defired  him  ^to  make  out 
the  order,  which  he  did  at  the  table  on  one 
knee,  and  a  proclamation  was  drawn  up,  and 
orders  from  the  adjutant-general's  office  iflued 
accordingly.  ^  It  was  confidently  pronounced 
that  this  order  would  immediately  put  an 
end  to  the  riots.  The  proclamation  did  not 
iflue  till  the  evening,  but  the  public  foon  ex- 
perienced its  goods  efFefts.  Orders  had  been 
fent  in  various  dircftions  for  troops  to  protect 
the  metropolis  7  a  part  of  the  Northumber- 
land militia,  which  had  marched  twenty-five 
miles  during  the  day,  reached  Lincoln's  Inn  7th  June, 
juft  as  it  became  night.  The  conflagrations 
at  Langdale's,  and  at  Holborn  Bridge,  were 
tremendous,  and  appeared  to  fpread  witli  alarm- 
ing rapidity."  A  detachment  went  immedi- 
ately, under  the  command  of  colonel  Holroyd, 
to  thofe  places,  and  were  the  firft  to  put  a  ftop 
to  the  outrages  of  the  mob,  but  not  before  fe- 
veral  were  killed  in  the  aft  of  breaking  into 
and  firing  the  houfes.'  Tlie  guards  foon  dif- 
perfed  the  rioters  at  Blackfriars  bridge,  and 
feveral  were  puilied  over  the  baluftrades  into 
the  Thames. 

1  From  private  information.  See  the  proclamation  and  orders*  An- 
nual Re|^iter>  1780.  p.  265,  %66» 

»  The  night  was  uncommonly  ferene  and  fine,  a  perfefl  calm* 
othennrife  the  conflagration  mud  have  fpread  over  the  clofe  parts  of 
the  town,  efpecially  as  the  firemen  were  fometimes  prevented  from 
working  their  engines,  and  fometimes  joined  in  the  pillage  them* 
felyes. 

a  It  was  faid  there  had  been  little  combination  or  plan  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  mob,  yet  a  itandaid- bearer  on  horfeback  in 
their  rear  was  (hot,  and  the  body  and  ilandard  conveyed  away  in 
a  hackney  coach  ;  and  another  ftandard,  under  a  fmall  efcort,  wa^ 
met  by  the  detachment  on  its  way  to  Holborn. 

u  3  Thk 
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CHAP.  The  refolution  to  ufe  force,  was  adopted 
^^^'  only  in  time  to  avert  national  ruin.  The  mob 
xjgo,  had  formed  the  defign  of  attacking  the  Bank, 
and  cutting  off  the  pipes  by  which  the  town 
is  fupplied  with  water,  but,  fortunately,  too 
The  note  l^tc  lor  cxccution.  The  military  took  poffef- 
queUcd.  fjon  of  cvcry  avenue  to  the  Bank,  which  was 
alfo  barricaded  and  ftrongly  guarded ;  the  po-* 
pulacc  made  two  attempts  in  different  quar- 
ters, but  were  eafily  repulfed,  and  could  not  be 
rallied:  feeble  and  helitative  fliouts  fubfided 
into  diftaut  murmurs ;  and  after  a  ihort  (pace 
into  total  filence.  The  regular  firing  of  the 
foldiery  produced  a  tremendous  effedl,  and 
the  mob,  attentive  to  their  own  fafety,  and  em- 
ployed in  removing  their  wounded  affociaies, 
fled,  regardlefs  of  the  orders  of  their  leaders. 
Similar  fuccefs  attended  fimilar  exertions  in 
other  quarters ;  and  thofe  who  at  night  had 
been  terrified  by  the  fliouts  of  an  unnumbered 
populace,  and  diftraded  with  the  portentous 
gleam  of  fix-and-thirty  feparate  conflagrations, 
faw  in  the  morning  no  vefliges  of  alarm,  but 
fmoking  ruins^  marks  of  ihot,  and  traces  of 
blood,  defignatlng  the  route  of  the  wounded 
fugitives.*" 
stii.  The  hoiife  of  commons  met  the  next  day, 

Rcftora,     tut  declined  proccediiig  to  bufinefs,  under  the 

tranquil- 

Jity,  o  The  return  made  to  Lord  Ainherft  on  the  occafion  was, 

iCillcd-^^By  aHbcIation  troops  and  guards  109 
By  light  horfe  -  -  -  -  lox 
Died  in  hofpiials  -   ,•      -       75 

"^ 
Under  cure  in  hofpltala      -      -      -     173 

458 

TbFs  aceount  is  undoubtedly  defef^ive,  as  many  dead  and  wounded 
were  removed  by  their  friends  j  and  it  is  impoffible  to  calculate  how 
many  were  Allocated  with  fpirituous  liquors,  and  fmothcrcd  in 
ruiius. 

notloa 
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notion  that  the  metropolis  was  fubje6ted  to  chap. 
martial  law,   and  therefore  adjourned  to  the  ^22^^^' 
clay  appointed  by  the  upper  houfe.     The  ini-      »78o. 
prcflion  which  this  fnppofition  was  calculated 
to  produce,  was  removed  by  the  publication  of 
a  hand-bill,  e^prefsly  denying  it :  bufinefs  foon 
fell  into  its  accuftomed  courfe ;  the  courts  of 
law,  whicli,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  term  had 
been  opened  merely  pro  formdy  now  refumed 
their  fittings,   and  alarm  foon  foftened   into     ' 
mere  meafures  of   caution,  and  preparations 
for  defence  againft  the  repetition  of  outrages. 
The  foldiers   ordered   from  the  country,    ef- 
fc6ied  their  march  with  zealous  precipitation ; 
the  inhabitants  of  every  place  at  which  they 
halted,  teftiiied,  by  hofpitable  folicitude,  a  due 
fenfe  of  the  importance  of  their  fervices :  they 
were  difpofed  in  cai^ips  in  the  parks,   in  the 
Mufeum  gardens,  and  Lincoln's  Inn  gardens. 
Volunteer  affociations  for  the  protection  of  li- 
berty and  property  were  formed,  and  fupported 
with  great  fpirit ;  and  the  temporary  abfence 
of  government  and  fecurity,   teemed  to  en- 
hance their  value,  and  infpire  unufual  zeal  for 
their  prefervation. 

On  the  fecond  day  after  thefe  outrageous  ^th. 
tranfaftions,  government  exerted  its  energy  j  Lord 
lord  George  Gordon  was  apprehended  by  vir-  Gordon 
tue  of  an  order  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  committed 
committed  to  the  Tower,  on  a  charge  of  high  trea-  %^^^ 
fon.    In  his  examination  before  the  piivy  coun- 
cil, he  fhewe4  great  feebleiiefs,  and  feemed  fur- 
prifed  at  the  remits  of  his  own  folly.  He  was  ef- 
corted  to  his  place  of  confinement  by  a  nume- 
rous guard  ;  but  his  difcomfited  adherents  were 
intent  on  concealment  from  the  puifuit  of  of^ 
fended  juftice,  and  too  fenfible  of  their  own 

u  4  wcaknefs 
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weaknefs  to  attempt  any  hazardous  enterpmfi 
for  his  refcue.P 

Wilkes,  whofe  name  is  fo  infeparably  con* 
nefted  with  the  hiftory  of  the  reign  as  to  ren- 
der his  conduft,  on  fuchanoccafion,  worthy  of 
regard,  behaved,  during  thefe  tranfa6lions,  with 
the  intrepidity  and  judgment  becoming  a  ma-  , 
giftrate  of  the  metropolis.  At  the  height  of 
the  tumults,  the  publiflier  of  a  feditious  peri- 
odical work,  advertifed  a  new  paper,  recom- 
mending the  people  to  **  perfevere  in  refifting 
the  infernal  defigns  of  the  miniftry,  defigned 
to  overturn  the  religion  and  civil  liberties  of 
the  country,  and  introduce  popery  and  flavery." 
Wilkes  caufed  this  mifcreant  to  be  appre-* 
hended,  and  aflifted  the  mihtary  in  refilling  the 
inroads  of  lawlefs  violence. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  of  parliament,  the 
king,  in  a  Ihoit  fpeech  from  the  throne,  reca- 
pitulated the  meafures  he  had  adopted,  and 
jlibmitted  to  each  houfe,  copies  of  the  procla-- 
mations.  All  parties  concurred  in  approving 
his  majefty's  condu6l ;  the  only  differences  in 
opinion  arofe  from  the  refleftions  on  the  mi- 
niftry, for  not  fooner  protecting  the  metropo- 
lis by  the  armed  force,  and  a  difcuffion  on 
the  legality  of  niilitaiy  interference.  This 
important  topic  was  accurately  and  defini- 
tively illuftrated  by  lord  Mansfield  ;  and  his 
opinion  has  ever  fince  been  regarded  as  confti- 
tutional  lavv.     He  difembari-affed  the  queftioa 

P  For  this  account,  befiUes  the  peiiodicul  publications,  In  many 
of  which  the  lafts  are  very  accurately  narrated  j  I  have  confuited 
Fanaticifm  and  Treafon  i  Confiderations  on  the  I^te  Difhirbances, 
by  a  Confiftent  Whig;  the  State  and  Behaviour  of  the  Englifti  Ca- 
tholics ;  and  fcvcral  other  pamphlets  j  the  Trial  of  Lord  George 
Gordon,  and  the  trials  of  the  diflferent  rioters  ^  and  have  receiv«d 
conQ^erable  privfit^  information. 

from 
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from  all  doubts  relative  to  conftruftive  treafdn,'  c  hap."; 
by  proving  that  the  late  riots  amounted  to  di-  ^^^^^^^ 
Te&  overt  afts  of  high  treafon.  But  befides  i?*©- 
thefe,  the  infurgeuts  were  guilty  of  felony,  by 
buniing  private  property,  demolifhing  and 
robbing  private  houfes,  and  other  afts  of  un- 
difguifed  violence.  This  was  the  true  ground 
of  tli;^  proclamation  for  calling  out  the  mili- 
tary. Every  man  might,  and,  if  required  by 
a  magiftrate,  muft  interfere  to  fupprefs  a  riot ; 
much  more  to  prevent  a61s  of  felonV,  treafon, 
and  rebellion.  What  an  individual  might  do, 
was  lawful  to  any  number  of  perfons  allenibled 
for  a  lawful  purpofe :  it  would  he  needlefs  to 
prove  that  magiftrates  might  legally  aft  in  a 
manner  not  forbidden  to  other  fubjefts ;  con- 
ftables  were  particularly  charged  to  apprehend 
perfons  engaged  in  breaches  of  the  peace,  fe- 
lony, or  treafon,  and  in  cafe  of  refiftance,  to  > 
attack,  wound,  and  even  kill  thofe  who  con- 
tinued to  refift.  A  private  man  feeing  another 
commit  an  unlawful  aft  might  apprehend  the 
offender,  and  by  force  compel  fubmiflion,  not 
to  the  affailant  but  to  the  law,  and  fo  might 
any  number  of  men  aflembled  or  called  toge- 
ther for  the  purpofe.  This  doftrine  the  chief' 
juftice  ftated  to  be  clear  and  indifputable,  M'ith 
all  the  poffible  confequences  which  might  flow 
from  it,  and  the  true  foundation  for  calling  in 
the  military  to  aflill  in  quelling  the  late  riots. 
The  perfons  who  fo  aflifted  were,  in  the  con- 
templation of  law,  mere  private  individuals 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  the 
wearing  of  a  red  coat  did  not  make  a  man  lefs 
liable  to  be  called-on  for  his  afliftance  than  any 
other  perfon.  If  a  military  man  exceeded  the 
powers  with  which  he  was  invefted,  he  muft 
be  tried  and  punilhed,  not  by  the  nurtial  code, 

but 
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CHAP.    ^"*  ^  *^^  common  and  ftatute  laws  of  the 

Xxxvm.  realm.    Confeqacntly,  the  idea  that  the  metro- 

^^  polls  was  under  martial  law,  ami  that  the  mi- 

itary  had  more  power  fince  the  riots  than  they 

lad  before,  was  an  idle  and  ill-founded  appre- 

!  lenfion.  y 

The  fentiments  of  lord  Mansfield,  on  fo  im- 
portant a  topic,  claimed  the  utmoll  attention, 
and  the  confideration  of  his  years  and  fuf- 
ferings  in  the  late  unhappy  tumult*,  added  to 
the  intereft  >vith  wnich  ne  was  regarded.  In 
prefacing  his  opinion,  he  avoMcd  that  he  had 
formed  it  without  having  recourfe  to  books, 
adding  the  pathetic  exclamation,  indeed  I 
have  no  books  to  confute :  all  his  auditors  feem- 
ed  impreHed  with  the  fmcereft  fympathy,  and 
to  deplore  the  lofs  he  had  fuftained  as  a  na- 
tional misfortune  and  difgrace. 
Citype-  '  Notwithstanding  the  prevailing  indigna- 
tition  a-  tion  againft  the  late  difgraceful  exceflbs,  fome  ^ 
SISioiics.  individuals  in  the  houfe  of  commons  pleaded  the 
caufe  of  the  affociators.  Alderman  Sawbridge 
brought  up  a  petition  from  the  common  coun- 
cil of  the  city,  which  Wilkes  reprobated,  as 
obtained  during  the  height  of  the  difturbances 
(7th  June)  and  by  furprife,  when  moll  of  the 
members  had  departed,  in  the  belief  that  the 
bufmefs  of  the  day  was  over.  He  reproached 
the  lord  mayor  and  alderman  Bull  for  fupine- 
nefe  and  fattioufnefs  :  had  the  chief  magiftratc 
taken  proper  care  of  the  city,  he  faid,  the  tu- 
mvLits  would  have  been  fuppreffed  in  their  ori- 
gin p;  and  Bull  had  countenanced  the  infur- 
gents,  by  permitting  the  conftables  of  his  ward 
to  wear  the  enfign  of  fedition  in  their  hat^; 
and  by  appearing  publicly,  arm-in-arm  with 
the  great  infrigator  of  the  riots. 

1  The  lord  Mayor  was  profccuttdby  the  attomey-goieral  ftrhit 
aegligence,  and  conviacd. 
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The  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  chap. 
for  confitlering  the  petitions  agalnft  the  tole-  ^2^^^" 
rating  law,  which  were  principally  enforced  by     1780. 
alderman  Bull  and  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey.    Burke  J.J^7 
diftinguilhed  himfclf  in  favour  of  toleration, 
avowing,  at  the  fame  time,  the  firmed  attach- 
ment to  the  doftrines  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land; and  on  his  motion,  the  houfe  adopted 
five  refolutions,  expreffive  of  their  fatisfa^Hon 
in  the  law  as  it  exifted;  and  their  abhorrence 
of  the  late  tumults,  as  well  as  the  mtfrepre- 
fentations  which  had  given  birth  to  them. 

As  in  thefe  debates  fome  apprehenfions  M'ere  Bin  for 
exprefled  relative  to  the  influence  which  Ca-  C^'jf"^*"^ 
tholics  might  acquire  by  being  intrufted  with  fromteach- 
the  authorities  of  tuition,  Sir  George  Savile  »ng  yo»«i>j 
brought  in  a  bill  for  depriving  them  of  the 
right  of  keeping  fchools,  or  receiving  youth 
to  board  in  their  houfes  :    it  paflfed  the  com-  Reje^cd. 
mono,  but  was  loft  in  the  lords. 

The  king  terminated  the  fefiion  with  a  judi-  8th  July, 
cious  fpeech,  in  the  conclulion  of  which  he  ^^  °^  ^ 
reconamended  to  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  ^  ^"• 
commons  to  affift,  by  their  influence  and  au^* 
thority  in  their  feveral  counties,  as  they  had  by 
their  unanimous  fupport  in  parliament,  in 
guaiding  tlie  peace  of  the*  kingdom  from  fur- 
ther flifturbances,  and  watching  over  the  pre- 
fervation  of  public  fafety.  "  Make  my  people 
fenfible,"  he  faid,  "  of  the  happinefs  they  en- 
joy, and  the  diftinguiflied  advantages  they  de- 
rive, from  our  excellent  conftitution  in  church 
and  ftate.  Warn  them  of  the  hazard  of  innova- 
tion; point  out  to  them  the  fatal  confequences 
of  fuch  commotions  a*  have  lately  been  ex- 
cited ;  and  let  it  be  your  care  to  imprefs  on 
tlieir  minds  this  important  truth ;  that  rebel- 
lious infurreiSlions  to  refill  or  reform  the  laws, 
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CHAP.  ^^^  c^d  either  in  the  deftruftion  of  the  per- 
XXXVIII.  fons  who  make  the  attempt,  or  in  the  iubver- 
Yyg^  fion  of  our  free  and  happy  conftitution." 
Pbiiticai  Th  e  late  tremendous  hurricane  had  confider- 
^^^  able  effeft  in  clearing  the  political  atmofphere  : 
the  public  opened  their  eyes  to  the  horrors 
arifnig  from  popular  alfociations  to  awe,  con- 
troul,  or  regulate  the  proceedings  of  govern- 
ment, and  became  fenfible  that,  however  in- 
nocent or  even  laudable  fuch  efforts  might  be 
in  their  origin,  the  example  was  eafily  capable 
of  being  perverted  ;  and  unlimited  mifchief 
might  arife  from  the  perverfenels  or  igno- 
rance of  a  rafli  individual,  giving  impulfe  to 
fo  vaft  a  machine  as  the  populace*  Fa- 
vourable intelligence  refpc6ting  the  war  con- 
tributed to  the  public  fatisfaftion ;  and  the 
perfonal  rancour  which  had  fo  long  difgraced 
.  political  contention,  was  in  a  great  degree 
tempered  by  a  better  knoM^ledge,  which  the 
leaders  of  different  parties  acquired  of  the  real 
fentiments  by  which  their  opponents  were  ac- 
tuated. The  meeting  of  the  privy  council, 
at  which  fo  many  members  of  oppofition  at- 
tended, produced  conferences,  and  a  fort  of  in- 
tercourfe  between  the  twO  parties,  which  had 
^  been  fufpended  during  fo  many  important 
*  years ;  the  miniftry  learned  that  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  republican  fyftem  of  government, 
formed  no  part  of  the  fchcme  of  their  adverfa- 
ries;  and  the  oppofition  difcovered  that,  far 
from  defiriug  to  ereft  defpotic  power  on  the 
ruins  of  the  conftitution,  the  miniftry  were 
merely  folicitous  to  fuftain  what  they  confi- 
dered  juft  and  npceffary  rights,  and  to  fupport 
what  they  deemed  legal  authorities  of  govern- 
ment. The  mutual  benevolence  thus  intix>- 
duced  into  the  minds  of  many  leading  cha- 

rafters. 


GEORGE    III.  SOI 

rafters,  though  not  irameduitely  opetative,  was,  chap. 
afterwards,  produftive  of  the  mod  important' xxxviir. 
confequences.  ^vjio^ 

The  rioters  in  London  and  Middlefex  were  stthjone. 
arraigned  at  the  Old  Bailey.  A  fpecial  com-  T^**?**^ 
iniflion  was  iflued  for  trying  thofe  in  Surrey,  „. 
The  long  depending  arrangements  with  Sir  loUijuij, 
William  De  Grey  being  completed,  Wedder- 
burne  took  his  feat  as  chief  juftice  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  being  at  the  fame  time  raifed 
to  the  peerage,  by  the  title  of  lord  Lough- 
borough. He  was  the  principal  commiiTioner, 
and  delivered  a  judicious,  eloquent,  and  im- 
preffive  charge.  No  harfh  or  intemperate  zeal 
for  vengeance  aftuated  the  judges  or  influ- 
enced the  juries  at  either  place :  although  thefe 
juries  were  compofed  of  men  whofe  properties 
were  aiFe6led  bv  the  fines  levied  on  the  coun- 
ties for  reparation  of  damages,  their  proceed- 
ings charafterized  the  humanity  of  Britifh  ju- 
rilprudence ;  no  man  was  convided  but  on 
the  fulleft  teftimony  ;  no  plea  of  extenuation 
or  recommendatory  circumftance  was  difre- 
garded ;  and,  confidering  the  extent  and  du- 
ration of  the  riots,  the  multitude  of  perfons 
engaged,  and  the  rewards  for  giving  evidence, 
the  number  of  conviftions  was  remarkably 
imaU  :  few  parallels  can  be  found  of  national 
indignation  fo  juftly  excited,  and  fo  eaiily  ap- 
peafed.'  The  IherifFs  and  other  jailors  were 
indemnified  by  parliament  againil  any  aftions 
which  might  be  Ij^ought  for  the  efcape  of  pri-^ 
{oners;  and  the  benefits  of  an  ad  of  in- 
folvoicy  were  extended   to  thofe  who,  after 

r  At  the  Old  Bailey  8$  were  tried  i  of  whon>  35  were  capitally 
conYi^ed,  7  coiwidled  of  (ingle  felony,  and  43  acquitted.  In  Surrey 
50  were  tried,  of  whom  34  were  captnily  oonvi6ted>  and  %$  «€>• 
quitted* 

ibeing 
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CHAP,  beinj;  fet  free  by  the  mob,  voluntarily  funren- 
»a^^i-  dered. 

^7«o.         Lord  George  Gordon  was  at  firft  totally 

krfOwrge  difregaixled  in  his  confinement ;  he  complained 

Gordon,     of  being  prevented  from  feeing  his  friends,  but 

had  the  mortification  to  hear  that  no  friends 

had  inquired  for  him.     He  afterwards  ineflFec- 

twally  petitioned  the  houfe  of  commons  to  ob- 

jan.  ijSi.  tain  his  difcharge.     He  was  tried  for  high  trea- 

•     fon,  but,  thouffh  fome  doubts  prevailed  as  to 

the  extent  ot  his   criminality,  he  owed  his 

acquittal  principally  to  the  extraordinary  zeal 

and  talents  of  his  counfel,  Mr.  Kenyon  and  Mr. 

£rfiiine.      The  focieties  o^  Glafgow  entered 

into  a  fubfcription,  and  remitted  four  hundred 

and  eighty-five  pounds  for  his  fupport     He 

afterwards  fell  rapidly  into  general  difregard, 

tliough  he  made  fome  defperate  attempts  to 

attrad  notice,  by  attending  at  Saint  James's 

to  oifer  the  declarations  and  refolutions  of  his 

aifociated  rabble  to  the  king,  and  by  publifliing 

a  letter  on  the  fubjeft  of  his  reception.  • 

ift  Sept         Ik  the  autumn,  parliament  was  fuddenly  dif- 

-..yj^:     folved ;  the  ele&ions  in  fome  places  were  con- 

©f  iwiiat"  dufted  with  great  fpirit;  in  others  with  re- 

mcijt.        markable  languor.     Fox,  after  a  long  conteft 

'  with  lord  Lincoln,  was  returned  for  Weftmin- 

fter :  Burke  was  reje6led  at  Briftol,  having  loft 

many  friends  there  in  confequence  of  the  part 

he  had  aded  in  fupporting  the  trade  of  Ireland 

in  oppofition  to  the  inilrudions  of  his  conftitu- 

ents,  which  he  wifely  and  niagnanimoufly  dif- 

regarded  :  Malton,  which  he  had  formerly  re- 

prefented,  again  returned  him,  and  the  humble 

borough  gained,  by  fuch  a  reprefentative,  an 

honour  which  that  great  commercial  city  might 

rjpafouably  envy.    . 

•  See  Remembrancer,  rol.  xii.  p.  t98. 
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CHAPTER     THE     THIRTY-NINTH: 
17  8  0. 

Rodney  difpatched  to  relive  Gibraltar.  —  Cap- 
tares  a  Spanijh  fleet —  Defeats  Langara,  — 
Siege  and  capture  of  Charlejioxtm  in  South 
Carolina.  —  Clinton's  addrefs — and  procla- 
mations. — Formationof  military  force. — jE.r- 
peditions  againji  the  Americans.  —  Burford 
defeated  by  Tarleton.  —  Clinton  quits  Caro^ 
Una.  —  Proceedings  of  lord  Cornwallis.  — 
Exertions  of  the  Americans.  — Treachery  in 
South  Carolina.  — Gates  commands  the  Ame- 
ricans.—  Battle  of  Camden.  — Tarleton  de- 
feats Sumter.  — 'Severities  of  lord  Cornwallis. 

—  Colonel  Fergufon  routed  and  killed.  — 
EfeQ  of  this  dtfajier. — E7id  of  the  campaign 
in  Carolina.  —  TranfaQions  at  New  York. — 
Incurfon  into  the  Jerfeys.  —  Attack  on 
Bergen  Point. — Arrival  of  reinforcements 

from  France.  —  IneffeBual  attempt  on  Rhode 
IJland.  —  Arrival  of  Rodney  in  the  JVeJi 
Indies.  —  IneffeBual  efforts  andjkirmijkes. 

—  Arrival  of  a  Spanijh  fleet.  —  De  Guichen 
returns  to  Europe — Rodney  to  America.  — 
Difappointment  of  the  Americans  on  the  ab- 

fence  of  De  Guichen.  —  Defection  of  Ar- 
nold. —  Fate  of  major  AndrL  —  Arnold's 
proclamations.  —  Burgoyne's  army  at  length 
exchanged —  Naval  tranfactions  in  Europe. 
— Capture  of  the  Britijh  Eaft  and  JVeJi 
India  fleets.  —  Quebec  fleet  taken  by  the 
Americans. 

r>  iBRALTAR  being  reduced  to  the  utmoft  dif-  xKxa. 
trefs  for  want  of  provifion? ;  admiral  Rodney    «-»vw 
vas  entrufted  with  the  command  of  a  fqua^  Sfoached 
jlron  deftiued  fpr  its  relief.     The  judgment  and  to  relieve 

fecrely  ^**''^^^*''" 
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fecrefy  of  this  expedition  deceived  the  Bourbon 
courts  :  they  could  not  imagine  that  fo  ftrong 
a  force,  comprifing  a  part  of  the  channel  fleet, 
would  be  em|>loyed  to  convoy  the  tranfports  to 
the  Straits,  but  conceiving  the  admiral  would 
feparate  from  them  in  a  certain  latitude,  felefted 
eleven  men  of  war  and  two  frigates  from  the 
grand  fleet  of  Spain,  with  which  Don  Juan  de 
Langara  proceeded,  to  intercept  the  fupply, 

lloDNiv  had  the  good  fortune,  foon  afler 
his  departure,  to  take  fifteen  fail  of  Spauifli 
merchantmen,  with  valuable  cargoes,  a  new  man 
of  war  of  fixty-four  guns,  four  frigates,  and  two 
fmaller  armed  vefleh.  He  afterwards  encoun- 
tered Langara  off  Cape  St.  Vincent's,  and  after 
a  gallant  aftion,  maintained  during  great  part 
of  the  night,  captured  the  admiral  in  the  Phoe- 
nix of  eighty  guns,  and  three  other  men  of 
war.  Two  more  had  ftruck,  but  were  driven  on 
fhore  by  tempeftuous  weather,  and  one  was  loft; 
the  San  Domingo  blew  up  early  in  the  engage- 
ment, and  every  man  on  board  perilhed.  Rod- 
ney failed  triumphantly  to  Gibraltar,  and  after 
landing  his  ftores,  and  affording  fome  relief  to 
IVJinorca,  failed,  agreeably  to  his  original  dcfti- 
nation,  for  the  Wefl;  Indies.  Admiral  Digby, 
returning  to  England  with  the  Spanifli  prizes, 
tranfports,  and  the  ihips  belonging  to  the  chan- 
nel fleet,  took  the  Prothee,  a  French  fixty-four, 
and  two  veffels  laden  with  military  fl:ores,  being 
part  of  a  convoy,  the  reft  of  which  efcaped- 
Rodney  obtained  the  thimks  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  and  was  complimented  with  the 
freedom  of  the  cities  of  London  and  Edin- 
burgh. 

When  the  failure  of  the  attack  on  Savan- 
nah, and  the  departure  of  the  French  fleet,  re- 
moved the  impediments  to  a  long  projefted  ope- 

'  ration. 
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ration,   Sir  Henry  Clinton  failed  from  Sandy  cHap. 
Hook,  to  attack  Charleftown  in  South  Carolina,    xxxix 
with  a  force  of  about  five  thoufand  men,  con-   ^^g^ 
yoyed  Iry  admiral  Arbuthnot,  leaving  lieute- 
nant-general Knyphaufen  to  defend  New  York, 
The   voyage  was  peculiarly  inaufpicious ;  the 
tranfports  were  fcattered  by  a  ftorm ;  foine  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  others  were  loft; 
one  veffel,  containing  the  heavy  ordnance,  foun- 
dered ;  all  the  cavahy,  and  moft  of  the  artillery 
horfes  periflied,  and  a  paffage,  which,  in  fair 
weather,   might  have  been  completed  in  ten 
days,  was  protrafted  to  feven  weeks.     The  ge- 
neral, at  one  period,  defpairing  of  the  accom- 
j)lifhment  of  his  original  deftination,  projefted 
an  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies,  with  a  view 
to  folicit  the  fanftion  of  general  Vaughan,  who 
held  the  principal  command   on  that   ftation, 
in  an  attack  on  Porto  Rico,     A  favourable 
change  in  the  wind,  however,  enabled  him  to 
reach  Charleftown,  which  he  invefted  immedi- 
ately on  his  landing. 

The  Americans,  in  confternation,  adjourned  ixthFeK 
the  affembly  of  the  province,  and  entrufted 
their  governor  John  llutledge,  with  all  powers 
except  privation  of  life.  The  alarm,  how- 
ever, was  fo  great  that  two  proclamations 
for  the  militia,  and  all  men  of  property,  to  join 
the  army,  produced  little  effeft.  An  attempt 
to  negotiate  with  the  Spaniih  governor  of  Ha- 
vannSi  for  auxiliary  Ihips  and  troops  was  alfo 
unfuccefsful ;  but  by  the  afliftance  of  French 
engineers,  the  works  of  defence  were  ftrcngth- 
encd  and  extended,  ftrong  abbatis,  deep  holes 
dug  at  fmall  diltances,  and  a  wet  ditch  raked 
by  redoubts,  and  protected  by  a  ftrong  citadel, 
mounting  eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  guarded 
the  town  on  every  fide  which  was  confidered 

VOL.  III.  X  allailable. 
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CHAP,  affailablc.    The  entrance  of  the  harbour  vas 

xxxix.    impeded  by  the  bar,  and  fecured  by  a  fquadrou 

^uf  of  nine  fail,  under  commodore  Whipple,  occu- 
pying a  ftation  called  Five-fathom-liole.  Fort 
Moultrie  and  Sullivan's  Ifland  were  alf6  im- 
proved with  new  works.  Lincoln,  the  Ameri- 
can general,  placing  the  whole  chance  of  pro- 
tefting  the  province  on  the  fate  of  the  city, 
flmt  himfelf  up  in  it  with  feven  thoufand  men, 
refolved  to  relift  to  the  laft  extremity. 

Clinton,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  lives 
committed  to  his  protection,  made  methodical 
apjjroachcs ;  the  harbour  was  blockaded  by  the 
fleet,  and  the  troops  flowly  advancing,  and  con- 
ftantly  eftabliihing  or  fortifying  polls  to  mam- 
tain  communication  with  the  fea,  crofled  Afh- 

ift  AprU.  ley  river,  and  broke  ground  before  Charleftown, 
at  the  diftance  of  eight  hundred  yards  from  the 
works. 

%oth Mar.  Arbuthnot  had  already  pafled  the  bar,  un- 
oppofed  by  Whipple,  who  retired  to  Charlef- 
town, after  having  funk  eleven  veflels  of  differ- 
ent defcriptions,  acrofs  the  moutli  of  Cooper 

9th  April,  river.  The  admiral,  however,  with  the  firft 
fair  wind,  pafled  Fort  Moultrie  without  flop- 
ping to  engage,  and  anchored  near  Fort  John- 
ftone. 

loth April.  A  RESOLUTE  rcfufal  being  returned  to  a 
fummons  to  furrender,  batteries  were  opened 
on  the  town,  and  as  the  advance  of  Arbuthnot 
obviated  the  neccflfity  of  maintaining  a  com- 
munication with  the  fea,  Clinton  was  enabled 
to  difpatch  ftrong  bodies,  under  colonels  Tarle- 
ton  and  Wcbfter,  to  cut  off  the  intercourfe  of 

^♦*^'  the  garrifon  with  the  country.  Tarleton,  with' 
no  lefs  judgment  than  aftivity,  furprifed  the 
American  force  at  Monk's  Corner^  routed  them 
with  the  lofi  of  all  their  ftores,  camp-equipage, 

baggage, 
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baggage,  and  four  hundred  hoifes,  with  their  ^^^* 
arms  and  accoutrements;  an  acquifition  of  the   v^.-^^ 
greateft  importance  to  the  Britifli  army,  while     *'*^' 
the  conqueft  fecured  the  paffage  of  Cooper 
river.     Clinton  was  afterwards  enabled  by  the 
arrival  of  a  reinforcement  from  New  York,  to 
fend  another  detachment  acrofs  Cooper  river, 
and  lord  Cornwallis  commanded  the    whole 
force. 

Tarleton's  enterprife,  joined  with  the  judi- 
cious meafures  of  Clmton,  and  the  able  move- 
ments of  MoncriefF,  chief  officer  of  the  engi- 
neers, prevented  all  communication,  and  cut  off 
from  the  garrifon  all  hopes  of  retreat  into  the 
'  country.  The  approaches  were  carried  on  with 
vigour,  the  canal  was  gained  by  furprife,  and 
the  works  advanced  to  the  verge  of  the  ditch, 
a  ftorm  appeared  inevitable,  and  the  Britifh  flag 
was  already  flying  on  Fort  Moultrie.  The  in- 
habitants now  petitioned  Lincoln  to  accept 
terms  of  capitulation,  which  he  had  formerly 
refufed,  and  a  council  of  war  concurring  in  the  i*tb  May* 
meafure,  the  furrender  was  figned,  and  the  Bri^ 
tifli  commander  took  pofleffion  of  the  town. 
The  Americans  were  allowed  fome  of  the  ho- 
nours of  war,  but  the  terms  of  the  capitulation 
were,  on  the  Avhole,  fufficiently  mortifying. 
The  prifoners  amounted  to  near  feven  thoufand ; 
including  the  governor,  council,  military,  mi- 
litia, and  about  a  thoufand  American  and  French 
feamen.  The  whole  naval  force  was  taken  or 
deftroyed,  with  four  hundred  pieces  of  ordnance,  , 
and  a  confidcrable  quantity  of  ftores.  The 
cautious  proceedings  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  are 
entitled  to  the  higneft  praife,  as  they  enabled 
Lincoln  to  eolleft  all  his  force  within  the  to^vn, 
no  part  of  which  could  afterwards  efcape.  The 
Britiih  officers,  ingeneral,  were  highly  extolled, 

X  2  and 
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ancf  none  more  than  major  MoncricfF,  vho,  in 
the  defence  of  Savannah  and  this  attack,  (hewed 
the  utmoft  perfeftion  in  the  fcience  of  an  engi- 
neer, and  captain  Elphinftone  of  the  navy, 
who  commanded  a  divifion  of  the  fleet,  and  by 
his  judicions  arrangements  fecured  the  pafTage 
of  tne  rivers  Afliley  and  Cooper.  Intelligence 
of  this  important  event,  by  fer  the  mod  bril- 
liant of  the  American  war,  was  received  in 
England,  juft  at  the  clofe  of  lord  George  Gor- 
don's riot,  and  greatly  contributed  to  the  re- 
iloration  of  calm  and  happinefs  at  that  critical 
moment. 

Nor  was  the  alarm  of  the  Americans  inferior 
to  the  joy  of  the  viftors ;  their  caufe  feemed 
abandoned  by  their  new  allies,  and  they  de- 
fpaired  of  being  able  to  retain  the  rich  and 
fertile  Southern  Provinces.*  The  judicious 
meafures  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  were  well 
adapted  to  produce  this  effeft,  and  bring  back 
to  loyalty  tbofe  important  colonies.  .  In  an 
addreis  to  the  inhabitants,  he  ftated,  that  in 
confideration  of  the  loyal  blood  fpilt  in  former 
well-intended,  but  ill-timed  efforts  to  affift  the 
king's  troops,  he  had  hitherto  abflained  from 
exciting  the  inhabitants  to  arms.  The  time 
was  now  arrived  when  every  individual  might, 
without  apprehenfion,  declare  his  fentiments ; 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  every  man  to  affift  in 
reftoring  peace  and'  good  government  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  call  for  unneceflary  exer- 
tions ;  but  it  would  be  requifite  for  thofe  who 
had  families,  to  form  a  militia,  under  officers 
of  their  own  chufingi  for  the  maintenance  of 
peace  and  good  order ;  while  thofe  who  had 
no  families  fliould  embody  for  fix  months^ 

'  See  the  Crifis,  Ko.  ix.  in  the  Remembrancerj  irol,  x*  p.  ss]* 

under 
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under  their  own  officers,  to  drive  their  rebel    CHAP, 
oppreflbrs  from  the  province,  and  after  the  term   ^^2^' 
of  fervice,  be  freed  from  all  but  militia  duty.      >7»o- 
Befides  this  well  conceived  addrefs,  which  was 
publifhed  as  a  hand-bill,  the  general  ifliued  three 
proclamations;  the firft fubjefted to confifcation  *«ci May. 
the  property  of  all  who  fliould  appear  in  arms  ^^^^^^ 
againfl  the  royal  government,  or  compel  others 
to  join  the  enemy,  or  hinder  thofe  inclined  to 
affift  the  king's  forces.     The  fccond  was  a  joint  ift  June. 
proclamation  of  the  general  and  admiral,  as 
commiflioners  for  reftoring  peace,   promifing 
fuch  of  tlie  inhabitants  as .  would  return  to 
their  allegiance,  and  to  thofe  laws  which  they 
formerly  boafted  as  their  nobleft  inheritance,  a 
re-eftablifhment  of  their  former  rights  and  im- 
munities under  a  free  Britifti  government,  ex- 
empt from  taxation,  except  by  their  own  legif- 
lature.      From  thefe  benefits,  however,  were 
exempted  all  who  were  polluted  with  the  blood 
of  their  fellow  citizens,  wantonly  and  inhu- 
manly ihed  under  the  mock  forms  of  juftice, 
for  refufing  fubmiffion  to  an  ufurpation  which 
they  abhorred,  and  adhering  to  that  govern- 
ment with  which  they  deemed  themfelves  infe- 
parably  connefted.     The  third  proclamation,  t^ 
proceeding  on  the  fuppofition  that  peace  and 
good  order  were  reftored  by  the  defeat  of  the 
American  forces,  relieved  from  the  (late  of  pri- 
foners  on  parole,  all  the  inhabitants,  except  the 
military,  thofe  taken  in  Fort  Moultrie   and 
Charleftown,  and  thofe  under  adual  confinement. 
But  thofe  who  negleSed  returning  to  their  alle- 
giance, were  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  enemies. 
Two  hundred  and  ten  of  the  principal  inhabi-  s^ 
tants  of  Charleftown,  concurred  in  a  congratu- 
latory addrefs,  on  the  reftoration  of  the  pro- 
vince to  the  political  connection  with  Great 

X  3  Britain. 
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CHAP.  Britain.      Although  the  right   of  taxing  by 
XXXIX.  parliament,  had  excited  confiderable  ferments, 
^1780.''    fti^l  ^^^y  f^^^^')  ^^^  people  naturally  revolted  at  the 
idea  of  independency,  which  was  firft  promul- 
gated in  the  northern  colonies.     They  looked 
back,  M'ith  painful  regret,  to  convulfions  fubver- 
five  of  the  Britifli  conftitution,  and  produ6live 
of  a  rank  democracy,  which,  however  carefully 
digefted  iu  theory,  had,  in  praftice,  exhibited  a 
fyltem  of  tyrannic   domination,    only  to   be 
found  among  the  uncivilized  part  of  mankind, 
or  in  the  hiftory  of  the  dark  and  barbarous 
ages  of  antiquity.     They' regretted  themifery 
and  ruin  occafioned  by    the  difregard  of  the 
king's  overtures  for  accomodation,  and  would 
glory  in  difplaying  their  zeal  by  efforts  for  the 
reftoratiou  of  felicity  under  the  royal  govern- 
ment. ^ 
Formation       These  fentinicnts  were  not  confined  to  the 
foicc"^*^*^^  fubfcribers  of  theaddrefs,    great  numbers  af* 
fembled  in  arms,  under  the  direftion  of  major 
Fergufon,  and  the  caufe  of  Great  Britain  ap- 
peared triumphant 
Expedi-  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  did  not,  however, 

****"* ft th    ^^^y  ^^  thefe  flattering  appearances;  the  fitua- 
^cri-  *  tion  of  affairs  demanded  his  immediate  prefencc 
««»•         at  New  York,  and  he  had  applied  to  govern- 
ment for  his  recal,  but  before  his  departure,  he 
arranged  three  expeditions  for  fubduing  the 
interior,  and  counterafting  the  enemy.     One 
afcended  the  Savannah,  and  another  paffed  the 
Saluda  to  Ninety-fix ;  both  found  the  people.in 
general    loyal,  and  difpofed  to  eftablifli  the 
regal  government. 
Purfiflt  of       The  third  expedition,  commanded  by  earl 
Burfbrd,     Cornwallis,    croffed    the    Santee    river,     and 

>  See  thefe  paper*  in  (he  Kemembrancpr,  vol.  y;.  p.  8p.  et  fc^. 
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marched  up  the  north-eaft  bank,  in  purfuit  of  chap. 
colonel  Burford,  who  was  retreating  to  North  xxxix. 
Carolina,  with  artillery,  and  waggons  contain-      i7«o. 
ing  arms,  ammunition,  and  cloathing.     Before  ^^^  j^ 
the  Britilh  troops  could  furmount  impediments, 
created  by  the  Americans,  Burford  had  already 
been  retreating  ten  days.     A  corps  of  a  hun-  *74. 
dred  and  feventy  foot,  and  a  hundred  mounted 
infantry,  with  a  three-pounder,  was  detached  in 
purfuit,   under  the  fpirited    and    enterprifing 
Tarleton,  who  was  invefted  with  difcretionary 
powers.      After  a  purfuit,  preffed   with  great  a9thMay. 
alacrity  in  a  hot  chmate,  Tarleton  found  him-  ^^K^i^- 
felf  in  the  prefence  of  the  enemy  at  Waxhaws,  \^^awi. 
but  his  troops  were  enfeebled  by  a  march  of  a 
hundred  and  five  miles   in  fifty-four  hours, 
and  greatly  outnumbered  by  the  enemy,  who 
had  three  hundred  and  eighty  infantry,  a  body 
of  cavalry,  and  two  fix-pounders.     Both  parties 
formed  without  interruption,  but  the  ignorance 
of  Burford,  and  the  fpirited  and  well  direded 
attack  of  Tarleton,  decided  in  a  few  minutes 
the  fate  of  the  day ;  the  whole  convoy  and  two 
hundred  prifoners  were  taken,  and  a  hundred 
and  feventy-two  killed. 

Intelligence  of  this  faccefs,  and  of  the  5th  Tunc, 
general  profperity  of  the  province,  cheered  Sir  jj*^ 
Henry  Clinton  in  the  moment  of  his  departure.    *' 
His  lliort  adminiftration  in  South  Carolina  was 
diftinguiflied  for  judgment,  vigour,  and  pru- 
dence.    His  manners  conciliated  many  of  the 
inhabitants,  while  the  vigour  of  his  proceed- 
ings reRrained  the  turbulent;  and  his  prudence, 
in  eftablilhing  commiffaries  of  captures,   af- 
forded a  reafonable  relief  to  his  own  army,  pre- 
vented the  complaints  of  the  inhabitants,  and^ 
proved  a  fource  of  immenic  faving  to  govero- 
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ment.  •  Tarletoji  fpeedily  rejoined  lord  Com- 
wallis,  who  was  now  entruited  with  the  chief 
command  at  the  head  of  four  thoufand  Britifh 
troops.  South  Carolina  being  deemed  fuffi- 
cientiy  fecure,  the  inllru6lion8  left  with  lord 
Corn\valHs  were, "  conftantly  to  regard  thefafety 
and  tranquillity  of  Charleftown,as  the  principal 
and  indifpenlable  objefls  of  his  attention. 
When  the  neceHary  arrangements  for  this  pur- 
pofe  were  completed,  and  the  feafon  fuitable  to 
operations  in  that  climate  Hiould  return,  he  was 
left  at  liberty  (if  he  judged  it  proper)  to  make 
afolid  move  into  North  Carolina,  on  condition 
that  it  could  be  made  without  endangciing 
the  fafety  of  the  pofts  comnii  tted  to  his  charge." 

During  the  delay  which  occurred  from  the 
heat  of  the  climate,  and  the  neceffity  of  forming 
magazines  and  fecuring  communications,  lord 
Cornwallis  occupied  himfclf  in  commercial, 
military,  and  civil  arrangements  at  Charleftown. 
He  alio  fent  trufty  emiffaries  into  North  Caro- 
lina, informing  the  loyalifts  of  his  intention  to 
enter  that  province,  and  advifing  them  to  reap 
their  harveft,  colleft  provilions,  and  remain  in 
tranquillity  till  his  arrival.  Thefe  prudential 
inftruftions  were  unfortunately  difregarded.  A 
body  of  loyalifts  under  colonel  More,  premature- 
ly  aflembled  in  Try  on  county,  were  routed  and 
difperfed.  The  inlurreflion  formed  a  pretext 
for  perfecution ;  1\\g  jails  were  filled  with  pre- 


«  By  amiftake  in  the  Icvcnth  report  of  the  commifliooers  of  public 
accounts,  the  eftabliihment  of  thefe  commiiTioners  of  captures  is 
afertbed  to  lord  CornwaHit.  That  nobleman  did  indeed  purfue  the 
nyeafure  wkh  ability  and  (nteg?  ity,  but  the  regulation  originated  with 
Clinton.  Although  this  meritorious  officer  produced  befort  the 
comviiflloners  of  public  accounts,  irrefragable  documents  for  tlie 
JBorre^ion  of  their  repert,  he  could  neyer  pretail  on  them  t«»  rtrave* 
after  the  peaces  So  unwclcflme  9  fubje^  as  the  cxpences  of  the  Am^- 
Qcan  waiv 

tended 


OEORGE    111.  «1S 

tended  traitors,  and  every  day  produced  new   chap. 
facrifices   to  the  fpirit   of   revolution.     The   ^^^ 
perils  to  which  this  unfortunate  clafs  were  fub-      f7««. 

{eded,  compelled  a  body  of  eight  hundred  to 
eave  the  province,  and  join  major  M^  Arthur 
at  Cheraw  Hill,  in  South  Carolina. 

The  Americans  were  encouraged' in  thefe  Exerdow 
vigorous  efforts,  by  the  certainty  of  fpecdy  aid  ^uStti. 
from  Virginia,  and  other  provinces,  and  a  de-  cam. 
tachment  from  Walhington's  army,  amounting 
together  to  more  than  fix  thoufand  men,  bc- 
ficles   whom  the   legiflature  of  Virginia  had 
ordered  five  thoufand,  drafted  from  the  militia, 
to  ferve  as  a  corps  of  obfervation.     The  people  Treadiefy 
of  South  Carolina,  began  alfo  to  manifeft  trea-  ^  South 
cherous  and  turbulent  difpofitions.     The  dif*.        "** 
loyal,   who   had   accepted    protections,   com- 
plained of  compulfion,  and  hardly  made  afecret 
of  their  antipathy  to  the  Britiih  government, 
while  thofe  who,  through  principle,  had  availed 
themfclves  of  Clinton's  proclamation,  were  in- 
dignant at  feeing  thefe  fcarcely  concealed  trai« 
tors  enjoying  immunities,  and  accumidating 
advantages,  which  it  required  nothing  but  op- 
portunity to  turn  againfl  the  Englidi.     Several 
inconfiderate  military  promotions  enabled  thefe 
traitors  to  effeft  great  injury  to  the  caufc ;  one 
Lifle,  in  particular,  carried  over  to  the  enemy  a 
whole  batallion  of  fnilitia,  with  their  arms  and 
ammunition. 

Fkom  thefe  circumfi:ances,  and  the  increafe 
of  diiloyalty,  the  proclamation,  of  the  third 
of  June  has  been  unjufiiy  cenfured,  as  war* 
ranting  hypocrify  on  one  band,  and  fpread- 
ing  difaffedion  on  the  other.  It  is,  however, 
to  be  confidered,  that  when  the  procla- 
mation was  ilTued,  the  province  was  con- 
fidered fecure  from  military  invafion,  and  fuf- 

ficiently  ftrong  to  prote61;  itfelf,  if  loyally  in- 
clined, 
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CBAF«  clined,  under  the  fanAion  of  the  Britifli  force, 
^^2S25'  ^^^  greater  number  of  people  in  every  country 
»/*«•  are  indifferent  to  forms  of  government,  nor 
were  the  mere  planters  and  traders  of  South 
Carolina  in  general,  more  attached  to  the 
American  than  the  Britifli  caufe.  Violent 
parties  of  loyalifts  and  revolutionifts  guided  the 
condu^  rather  than  the  fentiments  of  the 
wealthy  and  quiefcent.  The  capture  of  Charlef- 
tovn  reduced  the  American  party  to  defpair, 
and  the  loyalifts  were  equally  with  their  op- 
ponents included  in  the  terms  of  parole  in  the 
articles  of  capitulation.  The  objeft  of  the 
proclamation  was  therefore  to  emancipate  the 
loyal  from  a  needlefs  rcftraint,  to  enable  thofe 
whom  the  purfuit  of  wealth,  and  the  love  of 
eafe,  would  attach  to  the  predominating  party, 
to  follow  the  bent  of  their  difpofitions  without 
impediment,  while  the  fturdy  and  incorrigible 
rebel,  exprefsly  exempted  by  the  letter  of  the 
proclamation  from  the  clemency  of  its  pro- 
vifoes,  was  expofed  to  the  fame  feverities  he 
had  been  inftrumental  in  infliAing  on  the 
loyalifts.  In  all  public  meafures  freedom  and 
fecurity  are  the  principal  objeAs,  and  that 
government  muft  be  pitifully  tyrannical,  which 
afFe6b  by  general  regulations  to  prevent  the 
unreafonable  complaints  of  party  jealouiy,  or 
obviate  the  effedb  of  hyprocritical  trejtchery. 
Thefe  ends  can  only  be  produced  by  the  vigi- 
lance, caution,  and  difcernment  of  thofe  to 
whom  the  executive  powers  are  intrufted ;  they 
alone  can  reftrain  the  artifices  of  the  difloyal, 
and  by  the  prudent  ufe  of  authority,  prevent 
the  intrufion  of  traitors  into  pofts  of  truft. 
With  the  view  of  conciliating  the  colony,  and 
ellabliftiingthe  regal  government  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  the  proclamation  was  wife  and 

judicious; 
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judicious;   no  complaint  was  heard,  as  in  the  chap, 
Jerfies,  that  thofe  who  fought  flielter  under  it  xxxix. 
were  plundered  or  treated  with  indignity,  and      17^9. 
if   the  arms   of  Britain  had  been  generally 
profperous,  and  her  power  generally  refpeft- 
ed,   it  would  undoubtedly  have  produced  be- 
neficial confequences.       But  at    that  period, 
fortune  feemed  peculiarly  malignant     A  great 
force  was  preparing  by  the  friends  of  congrefs, 
and  exaggerated  rumours  were  circulated  and 

fenerally  encouraged  of  a  hoftile  armament^  , 
eftined  to  co-operate  with  them.  Britain  was, 
at  the  fame  time,  menaced  by  a  hoftile  confe- 
deracy of  neutral  nations,  riot  and  infubordi* 
nation  prevailed  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  ;  Eng- 
land was  agitated  with  political  difcontents,  the 
miniftry  were  alarmed  and  infecure,  and  the 
caufe  of  government,  even  in  the  feat  of  em- 
pire, appeared  forlorn  and  helplefs.  What  won  - 
der  then  that  a  colony  of  America,  divided 
amongft  friends  and  enemies  equally  violent, 
and  a  third  party  felfifh  and  lukewarm ;  Ihould 
prefer- the  caufe  of  its  neighbours,  a  caufe 
-w^hich  it  had  once  avowed  as  its  own,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  intefefts  of  a  country  oppofed  in 
every  quarter,  and  apparently  t)n  the  verge  of 
domeftic  civil  war  ? 

The  principal  force  on  the  frontiers  of  South  Canton- 
Carolina  was  at  Camden,  under  the  command  of  ^ritifl? «!! 
lord  Rawdon,  hutted  againft  the  heat  of  the  myV 
weather ;  major  M^  Arthur  was  advanced  to  Che- 
raw  Hill  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pedee  river,  to 
cover  the  country  between  Camden  and  George 
Town.  Thechaintotheweftward,wasconne6l:ed 
with  Ninety-fix  by  Rocky  Mount,  a  ftrong  poft 
on  the  Wateree,  occupied  by  colonel  TurnbulL 
Colonel  Balfour,  and  afterwards  colonel  Cruger 
commanded  at  Ninety-fix.    Major  Fer^ufon's 
corps,  and  a  bpdy  of  loyal  militia^  tiaverfedpar  t  of 

the 
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CHAP*  the  province  between  the  Wateree  and  Saluda^ 
^^^  and  fometimes  approached  the  borders  qf  North 
s7io«     Carolina.     Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  held  paf- 
fi?fl[ioh  of  Augufta,  the  frontier  town  of  Geor- 
gia ;  Savannah  was  garrifoned  by  Hefliana  and 
Provinciak  under  colonel  Alured  Clark.  Three 
regiments,  two  battalions,  and  a  large  detach* 
ment  of  royal  artillery,  and  fome  corps  of  Pro- 
vincials were  at  Charleftown  under  brigadier- 
general  Paterfon,  and  the  fatiguing  duty  of 
maintaining  the  communication  between  the 
principal  pofts  of  this  extenfive  cantonment, 
was  allotted  to  the  legion  dragoons.     The  prin- 
cipal magazine  was  formed  at  Camden,  but, 
from  the  heat  of  the  weather,  the  fupplies  were 
flowly  forwarded. 
Gatescom-      CoN CRESS  having  refplvcd  to  exert  the  moft 
minds  the  ilrenuous  efforts  for  the  recovery  of  South  Ca- 
A"^^^*  rolina  and  Georgia,  the  chief  command  of  their 
forc6s  in  that  quarter  was  given  to  general 
Gates,  who  had  gained  his  reputation  at  Sa- 
ratoga; while  colonel  Sumter,  a  refugee  after 
the  capture  of  Charleftown,  raifed  a  corps  in 
North   Carolina,    which    was  augmented  by 
other  fugitives  from  South  Carolina.     The  cof- 
ledion  of  fuch  a  force  rendered  it  neceffary  for 
major  M*Arthur  to  fall  back  from  Cheraw  Hill 
to  Camden. 
|oth  jwly.       Hostilities  were  renewed  by  Sumter  ;  re- 
Attack  on  inforced  by  the  traitor  Lifle,  he  made  an  attack 
J^jJ'j^      on  Rocky  Mount,  but  was  in  three  feparate  at- 
tacks repulfed  with  confiderable  lois   by  the 
(leady  vi^lour  of  colonel  TurnbuU,  and  a  fmall 
M  Aug.   garrifon.     He  next  aflailed  the  poft  at  Hanging 
Rock,  occupied  by  a  hundred  and  forty  Briti/li, 
and  fever»l  corps  of  loyal  Provincials,  under 
the  command,  ol  major  Garden.     The  Provin- 
cialsi  who  were  firft  attacked,  gave  ground  with 

precipitation. 
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precipitation,  and  the  Britifh  troops  nobly  fuf-  ^^^^p. 
tained  the  whole  weight  of  the  affailants,  but  fu-   ^^. 
periority  of  numbers  rendered  the  day  doubtful,     ^7^**% 
till  forty  mounted  infantry,  on  their  return  from 
Rocky  Mount,  by  a  judicious  feint  terrified 
Sumter's  corps,  and  compelled  them  to  retreat 
in  confufion,  leaving  a  hundred   killed  and 
wounded.    Lord  Cornwallis  immediately  placed 
Hanging  Rock  in  perfect  fecurity  by  a  rein- 
forcement under  major  Mecan. 

Intelligence  of  the  formidable  prepara-  ,othAu». 
tions  of  the  enemy,  induced  lord  Cornwallis  to  Battle  of 
repair  to  Camden,  where  the  effeftive  force  did  Camdciu 
not  exceed  two  thoufand,  while  that,  advancing 
againfl  them  under  Gates,  together  with  the 
militia  led  by  Cafwell,  Rutherford,  Porterfield, 
and  baron  de  Kalbe,  amounted  to  fix  thoufand, 
exclufive  of  a  thoufand  under  Sumter.     Not-  ^^^ 
withftanding  this  difparity,  the  Britifli  general 
marched  two  hours  before  midnight  to  attack 
the  enemy  encamped  at  Clermont  in  South 
Carolina ;  his  front  divifion  being  commanded 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Webfter,  and  his  center 
by  lord  Rawdon.     He  had  received  intelligence 
that  Gates  intended  to  move  forward  the  fame 
night,  and  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  x$^ 
advanced  guards  of  both  armies  met.     After  a 
temporary  confufion,  and  fome  flight  fkirmiflies, 
both,  as  if  by  compaft,  betook  themfelves  to  re- 
pofe,  awaiting  the  dawn.     On  reconnoitring, 
lord  Cornwallis  found  his  fitiiation  extremely 
eligible  ;  afwamp  on  either  hand  preferved  him 
from  being  out-flanked,  while  the  narrownefs 
'   of  the  front  diminilhed  the  advantages  of  fupe- 
rior  numbers. 

At  dawn,  both  armies  formed  in  two  divi- 
fions ;  but  Gates  attempting^  to  change  the 
fituation  of    two  brigades    of  militia,    lord 

Cornwallis 
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CHAP.  Comwallis  commenced  a  well  judged,  rapidr 
XXXIX.  auj  effeftual  attack.  The  American  militia 
^'y'td/  were  broken,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  fled ; 
the  other  divifion,  and  the  referve,  maintained 
neverthelefs  a  refolute  and  honourable  conflift, 
but  colonel  Webfter,  inftead  of  purfuing  the 
fugitives,  wifely  direftedthe  eiFortsof  his  divi- 
fion againft  them ;  the  cavalry  under  major 
Hanger  and  colonel  Tarletou  poured  in  with 
irrefiftible  impetuofity,  and  determined  the  fate 
of  the  day.  Rout  and  confufion  could  not  be 
more  complete ;  during  a  purfuit  of  twenty-two 
miles,  the  cavalry  found  the  ground  ftrewed 
with  anns,  and  men  whom  fatigue  prevented 
from  further  flight.  All  the  baggage,  ftores, 
and  camp  equipage,  together  witn  feven  pieces 
of  cannon,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  viftors. 
Upwards  of  eight  hundred  were  flain,  and 
among  a  thoufand  captured,  was  the  baron  dc 
Kalbe,  mortally  wounded. 
Tarkton  This  important  victory  rcfleded  great  ho- 
mitiSuni.  j^^^jj.  ^^  ^j^^  ^^,jj^|^  Britilh  army,  in  which  lord 

Cornwallis,  and  lord  Rawdon  then  only  twcnty- 
iSthAug.  Ave  years  of  age,  confpicuoufly  ihared.  The 
advantages  were  rendered  complete  by  the  fur- 
prife  of  Sumter,  whom  colonel  Tarleton,  with 
his  ufual  ability  and  expedition,  overtook  at 
Catawba  ford,  on  the  ver^e  of  a  friendly  fet- 
tlement.  With  no  more  dian  a  hundred  dra- 
goons, and  fixty  of  the  light  infantry,  he  van- 
quilhed  more  than  eight  hundred  Americans, 
killing  and  wounding  a  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
taking  three  hundred.  He  alfo  refcued  two 
hundred  and  fifty  prifoners,  and  recaptured 
feveral  waggons  laden  with  rum  and  other 
ftores,  which  Sumter  had  taken  in  the  courfe  of 
his  expedition ;  and  all  the  provincial  ftores,  am- 
munition, baggage,  artillery,  and  a  thoufand 

iUnd 
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fiand  of  arms,  rewarded  the  valour  and  diligence  CH  Al^. 
of  the  conquerors.  X3acDC, 

Lord  Cornwallis,  awaiting  the  fupplies    ^"Tyuf 
requifite  for  his  expedition  into  North  Carolina,  Sevcriiie* 
fought  to  reftrain  the  perfidy  of  the  Americans  ^J^ 
by  fevere  edicts.     The  provocation  was  abun-  waiiu, 
dant,   if  the  nieafure  was  wife.     His  lordfliip 
fequeftered  the  eftates  of  all  who  oppofed  the  re- 
efiablifhment  of  the  royal  government  in  South 
Carolina,   death  was  denounced  againft  thofe 
who,  after  receiving  Britifh  proteftions,  joined 
the  epemy ;  fome  of  the  moll  hardened  were 
executed ;  and  many  perfons  of  fuperior  rank, 
who,  being  allowed  the  benefit  of  pirole  in 
Charleftown,  had  maintained  a  traitorous  cor- 
refpondence  with  Gates,    were  fhipped  oflF  to 
St.  Auguftine  in  Eaft  Florida,  and  again  allow- 
ed their  parole,  but  under  proper  reftriftions. 
The  opinion  formed  of  thefe  meafures  depended 
too    much  on  fubfequent  events;   could  the 
firitiili  have  retained  their  afcendency,  the  pu- 
nifhments  were  merciful  rather  than  fevere ;  but 
in  the  courfe  of  fucceeding  tranfaiJlions,  they 
afforded  a  pretext  of  retaliation,  which  was 
urged  to  the  full  extent  of  the  precedent. 

At  this  period,  lord  Cornwallis  prepared  a  «th  Sepu 
judicious  plan  for  overpowering  all  oppofition  S®^**"^ 
in  North  Carolina:  he  penetrated  through  the  r«5Sd. 
hoftile  fettlement  of  Waxhaws,  to  a  town  called 
Charlotte.     One  part  of  his  plan  was  to  detach 
major  Fergufon  with  a  corps  of  about  a  thou- 
fand  loyal  militia,  for  the  purpofe  of  approach- 
ing the  frontiers :  the  fervice  was  important ; 
but  the  militia,  unfupported  by  regulars,  could 
not  be  fuflSciently  relied  on.     Colonel  Clarke, 
an  inhabitant  of  Georgia,  had  collected  a  force, 
and  made  an  unfuccefsful  attack  on  Augufla. 
Feigufon  hoped  to  intercept  his  retreat,  and  for 

^         '  that 
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CHAP,  that  purpofe  advanced  nearthe  monntains,  where 
3^xxix.  he  M^as  encountered  ty  a  fele6l  body  of  back* 
i7to.     woodfmen,  amountingto  fifteen  hundred.  Thefe 
men  were  almoft  in  a  favage  ftate,  collected 
with  various  views  under  different  commanders, 
well  mounted,  unincumbered,  and  armed  with 
sfth  oa.    jrifles.  They  overtook  Fergufon  at  King's  Moun- 
tain :  he  defended  himfelf  with  grea\  (kill'  and 
valour,  but  their  mode  of  fighting  prevented  fuc- 
cefs.     They  attacked  in  different  quarters,  and 
M'herever  the  major  prefented  his  fronts   the 
oppofing  party  fled  from  the  bayonet;    but 
another  corps  at  the  fame  moment  advanced 
and  affailed  his  rear.     After  maintaining  this 
unequal  combat,  during  an  hour,  he  received  a 
mortal  wound ;  his  men  were  diflieartened,  and 
his  fucceflbr  rclu6bantly  furrendered.     The  vic- 
tors, with  charaderiftic  inhumanity,  maltreated 
the  Corpfe  of  the   dead  commander,   hanged 
feveral  of  the  prifoners,  and  treated  others  with 
deteftable  cruelty. 
Effeaof        This  fatal  difafter  difconcerted  the  plans  of 
this^difaf-    l^ord  Comwallis  ;  although  abundantly  lupplied 
•er.  with  provifions  at  Charlotte,  he  fuftained  great 

inconvenience  from  the  inveterate  hoftility  of 
the  natives,  and  therefore  gladly  retreated  for 
theproteclion  of  South  Carolina,  deferring  the 
proiecution  of  bis  ^terprize  till  he  fliould  re- 
ceive fome  expeAed   reinforcements,  from  Sir 
Henry  Clinton.     This  inter^'al  was  employed 
by  Tarleton  in  checking  the  inroads  of  an  Ame- 
rican partizan  named   Marion,  who,  after  the 
retreat  of  the  mountaineers,  infefied  the  pro- 
vince. 
November.      SuMTER,  having  again  collefted  a  force,  ef- 
Tarieton  '  feftedajunftiou  With  Clarke  and  Bmnncn,  com- 
t!^tt?9    nianders  of  llrajggling  parties,  and  projefted  an 
foUs.       attack  on  Ninety-fix.    Tarleton  was  recalled 
1  from 
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fVom  his  ex^ition  againft  the  eoftera  parts  of  ch  a  p, 
the  province,  to  oppofe  this  force,  aod  purfu-  .^^^ 
ing  his  objeft  with  his  accuftomed  celerity,     »78o. 
would  have  effeded  a  furprifi?,  had  ftot  Sumter 
been   informed  of  his  daug^jr  by  a  deferten 
Tarleton,  however,  learning  his  retreat,  overtook  *^  Nov. 
him  at  Btackftock's  Hiil,  with  a  detachment 
of  eighty  cavalry,  and  without  waiting  for  the 
arrival  of  the  infantry,  gallantly  afTailw  a  force 
greatly  fuperior,  wounded  the  commander^,  and 
di  fperied  his  troop.   The  fa6l  of  Tarletou'a  keing 
vidor  is  difputed  ;  but  all  the  benefits  of  vitliory 
undoubtedly  refulted  from  this  exploit. 

The  defeat  of  Fergufon  not  only  fruilrated  f^^**^*^* 
the  hopes  which  lord  Comwaliis  had  entertain-  ^*"***'^*** 
ed,  of  being  joined  by  a  considerable  body  of 
loyaliils,  but  animated  the  infurgents  jn  both 
Carolinas.  The  ill-fuccefs  of  Gates  at  Camden^ 
was  a  fufficient  motive  with  congt^fs  for  fu- 
perfeding  him,  though  the  meafure  was  accpm* 
panied  with  perfonal  civilities :  general  Greejie 
was  his  fucceffor,  but  no  new  traufa^tion  of 
importance  marked  the  refidue  of  the  cam- 
paign. * 

During  the  abfenceof  the  commander  in  Tranfac- 
chief,  and  after  his  return,  no  remarkable  mi-  NwYork* 
litary  exploit  was  performed  in  the  vicinity  of 
New  York.    The  winter  was  fevere  beyond  all 

})recedent;  th^  rivers,  and  even  arms  of  the 
ea,  were  covered  with  ice  fufficiently  thick  to 
admit  the  paffage  of  the  heavieft  artillery.  The 
city  was  tlxus  dc;prived  of  the  defence  arifing 
from  an  infular  fituation,  and  reduced  to  great 

^  Beiidet  ^  other  htftprics^  I  bate  confulted  Tarieton*s  Hiftorjr 
of  the  Campaigns  of  iy%9  and  1781,  Maclcenzie^s  Stri^ures*  Raip- 
fjy*t  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  pamphlew 
pcrbtiflied  by  lord  Cocfiwailis  and  Sir  iftonry  Clinc$n»  and  have  s^ 
ccivediouch  private  iafeixnatjon. 

VOL.  i^i.  r  cxtxemities 
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CHAP,  extremities  for  Want  of  provifions  and  fuel* 
^22^   Kiiyphaufen  adopted  vigorous  and  jiidicious 
1780.     mealiires  of  prote^lioA ;  but  Wafliitigton  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  veftture  an  attack.     His  amiy 
Was  alfo  in  extreine  diftrefs ;  their  force  weaken- 
ed by  the  large  detachments  fent  to  Charles- 
town,  and  the  reirtaining  regiments  mutinous, 
through  famine  and  defpair.  Thus  mutual  weak- 
nefs  occafioned  mutual  fafety.     No  eiiterprifo 
was  attempted  till  tlic  breaking  up  of  the  froft, 
January,     except  a*i  unfuccefsful  attack  by  the  American 
ad  Feb.      lord"  Sterling  againft  Stat  en's  Ifland,  and  an  ex- 
^^  pedition  to  a  poll  called  Yo^mg's  Houfe,  in  the 
neighbourhood   of  Whit6   Plains,  which  was 
gallantly  flx)rnied  by  colonel  Morton,  forty  of 
the  .enem^' killed;  and  niriety  Cxiptured. 
7th  June.    .   Knyphauskn  hating  received  information 
^iTto^thr*  ^^^^  the-  American  army  m^s  generally  muti- 
Jcrfcys.      nous,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Jerfeys  defirous 
to  re-Hkblifli  the  ancient  government,  detach- 
ed a  c(5rifulerable  force  under  generals  Mathe\Vf 
and  Sterling.     They  landed  at  Elizabeth-town, 
but  found  the  militia  prepared  for  refiftance,  and 
the  mutiny  in  the  army  confined  to  loud  com- 
plaints  againft   want  ind  hardfhip,   but  not 
^.^  calculated  to  produce  a  revolt  to  the  Britifh 

gov^fnment.  The  generals  perceiving  no 
hopes  of  accomplifliing  their  intentions,  re- 
tnained  a  few  days  on4he  ifland  to  avoid  the 
difgrac^ful  imputation  of  flight,  and  were 
joined  hy  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  bis  returh  from 
t^iiVleftown.  •  Although  diij^^afed  at  the  pre- 
fnatur^^  and  unexpired  effort  which  fruftratted 
a  combined  movement  he  had  in  contemplation, 
Sp^ngficid  i^g^  cd-Oi>erated  in  an  attack  ox\  Springfield, 
.  .which  was  captured'  and  burnt'f;  and  then  re- 

torned  to  New-ywJk; 

Washixgton 
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W A SHiNGTON  detached  general  Wayne  with   CHAP, 
two  thoufand  men  to  attack  Bergen  Point,  and   xxxix. 
carry  off  the  cattle  referved  for  fupplying  the    ^'jyt^ 
firitifli   army.      Seventy  men   ftationed   in  a  Attack  ou 
block-houfe,  proteded  by  abbati8,.repulfed  tliis  ^^[f*" 
difpropoilionate  force,  killed  moie  than  their 
whole  number,  took  feveral  prifoners,  and  re- 
captured part  of  the  cattle. 

Meanwhile  a  longexpefted  reinforcement  lothjuiy. 
from  France  arrived  at  Rhode  Ifland  :  it  con-  ^-I^Jf  °^ 
lifted  of  fix  thoufand  troops,  commanded  by  the  Incnt°fw 
comte  de  Rochambeau,  and  feven  fail  of  the  Fran«. 
line,  five  frigates,  and  fiv«  fmaller  armed  veffels, 
under  M.  de  Tcmay.    To  prevent  jealoufy,  the 
Prench  government,  with  liberal  policy,  raifed 
Wafliington  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general 
in  their  armies>  and  thus  placed  Rochambeau 
under  his  command. 

Clinton  having  received  indifputably  au-  indfeftuai 
thentic  information  of  the  deftination  ot  this  «Jf_2^*^'* 
fquadron,   propofed   to  admiral   Arbuthnot  a  j^gnX 
plan  for  landing  a  Britiih  force  at  Rhode  Ifland, 
while  the  fleet  blocked  up  the  French  fquadron  ; 
a  meafure  which,  if  promptly  executed,  would 
have  brought  the  whole  force,  naval  and  mi- 
litary, into  imminent  danger.     The  admiral  at 
firft  declined  it,  in  hopes  of  meeting  the  enemy 
at  fea,   and  afterwards,  deferred  co-operation 
till    the  enemy  had    fortified    themfelves    at 
Rhode  Ifland,  and  the  expedition  was  not  un-  13*  Aug. 
dertaken  till  too  late  a  period  to  fucceed.     Sir 
Henry  Clinton  proceeded  with  eight  thoufand 
men  to  Huntingdon  Bay  on  Long  Ifland,  but 
Arbuthnot  having  viewed  the  pofition  of  the 
French  fleet,  declared  itunaifailable  ;  and  Wafli- 
ington, being  now  confiderably  reinforced,  mov- 
ed to  Peek's  Kill,    intending  to  attack  New 
York.    Clinton,  mortified  and  difappointcd,  fell 

Y  2  back 
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CHAP,  back  for  the  proteftion  of  his  head-quarters, 
^2S^i^   while  Wafliington  drew  off  his  forces,  and  retir- 

1780.     ^^i^  ^Q  avoid  a  general  aftion. 
Naval  pro.      As  the  further  proceeding's  of  the  combined 
T*^^ft*"  armies  depended  on  the  arrival  of  the  French 
Indies/      ^cct from  the  Weftlndies,  it  becomes  n|ceffary 
to  recapitulate  tranfaftions   in    that  quarter. 
During  winter,  the  Brltifli  navy  annoyed  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  maintained  a  gal- 
lant and   fuccefsful  ftruggle  againft  fuperior 
»5A  Mar,  ftrength  and  numbers.     The  moft  remarkable 
*  naval  a6^ion  occurred  between  captain  Corn- 
wallis,  commanding  a  fliip  of  fixty-four  guns, 
one  of  fifty,  and  one  of  forty-four,  againft  a 
French  force  confifiing  of  four  feventy-fours 
and  two  frigates.     The  engagement  was  con- 
tinued during  two  whole  days :  on  the  third, 
at  the  appearance  of  another  Britifli  fliip  of  war 
and  a  frigate,  the  French  commander  made  his 
efcape. 
7.7ji).Mv.       T^iE  arrival  of  Rodney  rendered  the  Britifh 
R^i.Ie*''^  nearly  equal  to  the  French  fleet;  but  the  (kill 
*^*     and  Spirit  of  the  valiant  admiral  gave  a  decid- 
inefFeaaai  cd  fuperiorily.     The  count  de  Guichen  had  ap- 
^-"^^'(k!^  pearcil  off  St.  Lucie,   but  was  deterred  from 
•    '        making  an  attack,  by  the  judicious  difpofition  of 
id  April,    ^^^  naval  and  military  force;   and  in  return, 
Rodney  braved  him  during  two  fucceflive  days 
oft' Fort  Royal,  Martinique;  but  was  unable  to 
di-aw  him  from  his  place  of  refuge. 
15th April,      Rodney  having  returned  to  St.  Lucie,  de 
Cuichen  ventured  out  of  port  with  twenty- 
three  fhips  of  the  line.  The  Briti/h  admiral  pur- 
fued  with  twenty  fail,  and  in  two  days  brought 
him  to  aftion,  and  compelled  him  to  feek  ihel- 
ter  in  Guadaloupe.     Rodney  appears  to  have 
been  diflatisfied  with  fome  of  his  officers  for 
nut  fupporting  him  fufliciently,  as  his  flag  fliip, 
-   -  tli(t 
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the  Sandwich,  was  for  a  confiderablc  time  ex-    chaf. 
pofed  alone  to  a  difproportioned  fire.     Another   y^^j^^* 
unimportant  encounter  afterwards  took  place,     ^^z^ 
but  the  French  availed  themfelvcs  of  their  fu-  isthand 
periority  in  failing,  to  avoid  a  decifive  adion.       '^^  **•^ 

Failing  in  thefc  efforts  to  bring  on  a  gene-  AmTaiof 
ral  engagement,  Rodney  occupied  a  windward  *  Spioifc 
fration,  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting  a  Spaniili    ^ 
fquadron  from  Cadiz ;   but  the  admiral,  Don 
Solano,  prudently  kept  to  northward   of  the 
ufual  track,  and,  inftead  of  proceeding  to  Mar- 
tinique, put  in  at  Guadaloupe,  where  he  was 
joined  by  de  Guichen.      Thi3  reinforcement 
coufifted   of  twelve  fail  of  the  line,    befides 
frigates,  and  eighty -three  tranfports,  conveying 
twelve  thonfand  troops,  with  a  proportionate 
train  of  artillery.     Ikit  this  great  fupcriority  of  JDifagrec- 
force  was  unavailing ;  pcftilence  r^iged  among  T^"^*,.^ 
the  tranfports,  and  diicord  arofc  between  the  admu-ah. 
admirals.  Solano  repaired  to  the  Havannah,  and  5th  July, 
de  Guichen,  retiring  to  St.  Domingo,  convoyed  ^  G*"** 
the  homeward-bound  trade  to  Europe.     Rod-  Ju™  to 
ney,  deceived  by  this  unexpcded  proceeding,  Europe, 
failed,  with  eleven  fhips  of  tiie  line  and  fburfri-  Rodney 
gates,  to  thecoaft  of  America,  where  he  expccl-r  America, 
ed  ^^gaiu  to  encounter  his  old  opponent. 

TiJE  allied  American  and  French  army  were  Effcaof 
not  Icfs  furprifed  by  this  movement  than  the  *'^*^«^  ^J"^- 
Britifh  admiral.    "In  confident  expe<5tation  of  America, 
effe^iiual  aid  from  de  Guichen,  great  prepa*^ 
rations  had  been  made  for  expelling  theEngliQi 
from  New  York ;  but  ^  new  fyftem  of  opera-- 
tion  now  becoming  neceflkry,  an  interview  \v^% 
effe6led  between  Wjjihington  and  the  French 
commanders,  at  Hartford  in  Connecticut,  fitu- 
ated  in  the  mid-way  between  the  two  camps^ 

In.  thi^  interval  occurred  one  of  the  moft  Dcfraion 
extraordinary  incidents  of  the  wan     General  ofArngii, 

Y  3  Arnold 
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CH At.  Arnold  was,  from  his  talents  and  approved  ra- 
^xix.  Iq^jp^  confidered  a  chief  fupporter  ot  the  Ame* 
97^xf*     rican  caufe :  he  embraced  it  with  enthufiafm, 
^  and  from  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  had 

by  his  a6livity  and  genius,  rendered  eflential 
*  fervices,  at  leaft  equal  to  any  perfon  engaged  in 
...  the  American  revolt.  lie  was  defcended  from 
one  of  the  heft  families  in  New  England  ;  his 
anceftor,  Benedift  Arnold,  being  the  firft  gover- 
nor of  Rhode  Ifland.  The  fuperiority  of  his 
addrefs  and  attainments  rendered  him  an  object 
of  fufpicion  and  diflike  to  the  Icfs  refined  mem- 
bers of  congrefs.  After  the  evacuation  of  Ca- 
nada in  1776,  his  merits  were  treated  with  dif- 
regard ;  he  was  overlooked  in  a  hft  of  promo- 
tions, and  fubjecled  to  the  command  of  thofe 
who  had  been  his  inferiors.  His  accounts  were 
at  the  fame  time  left  in  an  unfettled  ftatc,  and 
reports  propagated  injurious  to  his  charafter  for 
integrity.  In  vain  he  folicited  redrefs,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  revife  his  ac- 
counts ;  in  vain  Wailiington  intcrefted  himfelf 
in  his  behalf,  and  proved  the  juftice  of  his  re- 
quefts,  difplaying  Avith  proper  warmth  his  me- 
A  rits,  "  as  a  judicious,  brave  officer,  of  great 
activity,  enterprize,  and  pcrfeverance;"*  con- 
grefs feemed  refolved  on  the  difgrace  of  Arnold, 
and  therefore  did  not  take  any  meafures 
for  the  adjuftment  of  his  demands.  After 
rendering  leveral  intermediate  fervices,  parti- 
cularly by  the  fagacious  advice  Avhich  enabled 
Wafliington  to  efFeft  the  furprife  at  Trenton, 
Arnold  M^as  employed  under  Gates  againft  Bur- 
goyne ;    but  notwithftanding  his  lubordinate 

•  Ste  Waihington'*  lctte»  to  congrcTs,  dflted  12th  May,  1777,  '" 
Wafliingtpn's  Lcttersj  vol,  ii.  p.  72.  The  document  is  of  confiderablc 
importance  in  eftimating  the  cbaraAer  of  Arnold,,  and  ihe  condu£l 
rf  congrefs  towards  him.  ' 

6         , .      ^  .         flatiou, 


G  EORO  E    in.  S27 

nation,  jlib  a£livity  and  judgment  dire^ed^he  chat. 
moft  imJ)ortaiit  pi;oceedings ;  he  was  confidered  ^^^^^• 
in  the  BritiOi  camp  as  the  efficient  commander  i^gp. 
of  the  oppofing  army,  and  his  promptitude  in 
changing  the  difpofition.of  a  part  of  the  Ame- 
rican forces,  unauthorized  by  Gates,  was  a  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  the  capture  of  the  Britiih  army. 
His  cohduft  in  this  fituation  was  not  exempt 
from  cavil ;  but  the  brilliancy  of  his  achieve- 
ments filenccd  for  a  time  the  clamours  of  ma- 
levolence. On  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia, 
he  was  placed  in  an  officiid  fituation  for  the? 
protedion  of  property,  and  fecuring  that  which 
was  confifcated.  Here  his  ftyle  of  living  was 
imputed  to  him  as  a  crime;  he  received  the 
French  plenipotentiary,  lodged,  and  entertain- 
ed him  in  a  manner  whicli  difgufted  the  parfi-» 
monioiis  Americans  ;  the  circumftances  of  his 
fortune  were  minutely  inveftigated,  and  report- 
ed to  be  unequal  to  the  fpler^dour  of  his  elta- 
blilhment ;  reports  were  fpread  that  he  had 
irretrievably  deranged  his  affairs  by  defperate 
and  unfucccfsful  exertions  in  trade  and  priva- 
teering; and  lie  was  accufed  of  peculation. 
At  the  fame  time  the  freedom  with  which  he  J»^y  «779- 
had  exprefled  himfelf  againft  the  alliance  with 
France,  was  implacably  remembered,  ^'hen  his 
character  was  rendered  fufpicious  and  odious, 
by  fach  means,  and  his  military  exploits  no 
longer  the  objefts  of  immediate  confideration, 
congrefs  referred  his  accounts  to  a  board  of  com- 
miflioncrs,  who  rejefted  abovehalf  his  demands; 
Arnold  appealed  againft  their  decifipn  to  a  com- 
mittee of  congrels  ;  but  their  report  was  ftill 
more  difadvantageous.  It  isalfo  alferted  that 
he  was  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  embezzling 
national  property,  and  reprimanded  inpublicby 
Y  4  Walliington, 
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CHAP.  Wafeingtbn,  in  pmfaanee  of  the  fcntence.  * 
xxxix.    TWs  account,  however,   appears  highly   im- 
^^^g^    probable,   confidering  that  Wafliington  con- 
tinued to  repofe   in  him   the  moft  implicit 
confidence,  leaving  in  his  charge  the  import-  * 
ant  poll  of  Weft  roint,  in  the  high-lands  on 
the  North  river,  effential  to  the  communication 
between  the  northern  and  middle  colonies,  and 
denominated,  from   its   omaflkilable  ftrength, 
the  Gibraltar  of  North  America. 
Fate  of  Arnold  folicited  the  command  of  this  poft 

A^drf  ^^^^y  ^^^*^^  *^^^  ^^^^  ^^  rendering  dn  important 
fervice  to  the  Englifh.  He  had  been  in  cor^ 
refpondence  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  eighteen 
months,  and  in  that  period  had  fnpplied  'much 
valuable  information.  He  commenced  the 
communication  by  declaring  his  fefolution  to 
renounce  the  American  caufe,  in  confcqucnce 
of  the  French  alliance,  requiring  only  per- 
fonal  fafety,  and  indemnity  for  the  property  he 
muft  facrifice.  Clinton  readily  embraced  his 
propofiil,  hoping  that  by  fome  fignal  and  ade- 
quate benefit  he  would  make  atonement  for  the 
injuries  he  had  done'  his  country:  ■  The  mof- 
ment  nowfeemed  to  haVe  arrived,  as  thefurren- 
der  of  Weft  Point,  and  its  dependent  pofts, 
would  have  been  a  fatiil  blow  to  the  American 
caufe.  A  negotiation  was  accordingly  com- 
menced, and  M'hen  the  projeft  was  ripe  for 

aift  Sep.  execution,  major  Andr^,  adjutant-general  of  th6 
Britifli  army,  an  officer  in  whofe  prudence  and 
addrefs  Sir  Henry  Clinton  repofed  the  greateft 
confidence,  and  who  had  chiefly  conduced 
the  correfpondence  between  him  and  Arnold, 
was  commiflioned  to  adjuft  the  fiiixil  arrange- 
ment '     He  was  conveyed  from  the  Vulture 

•/ 

'  Sec  Remembrancer,  vol.  xi.  100. 

t  Major  Amiic  volupteei-e4  lus  fervices,  and  was  permitted  to 
go  oA  the  enterprize  much  aga'mft  the  inclination  ot  Sir  Henry 
Clinton. 

Hoop 
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Hoop  by  night,  in  a  boat  difpatchcd  by  Arnolt],  chap. 
landed  on  neutral  ground,  and  held  a  conference  ^^^ 
with  him  till  the  approach  of  day.     The  Amc-     17J0. 
rican    general,   fearful  of  difcovery,  advifcd  ^24Scat. 
Andr6  not  to  return  on  board  the  Vulture,  but 
conveyed  him  to  a  place  of  concealment  within 
the  American  lines,    where  he  remained  till 
night     During  the  day,  the  floop  had  fhifted 
her  poiition,  and  the  boatmen  refufing  to  con- 
vey Andr^  on  board,  he  was  compelled  to  at- 
tempt reaching  New  York  by  land ;  and,  by 
the  diredion  of  Arnold,  changed  his  regimen-         ' 
tals  for  a  plain  fuit,  and  received  a  pafsport 
imder  the  name  of  John  Anderfon.    In  all 
thefe  paliticulars  he  afted  in  contradidion  to 
the  exprefs   injun&idns  of  his  general,  who 
charged  him  not,  on  any'  account,  to  change 
his  natne  or  drefs,  or  poflefshimfeif  of  writings 
by  which  the  nature  of  his  embafiy  might  be 
traced;  all  which  major' Andr6  had  the  can- 
dour to  avow  after  he  had  beet)  arrelled,  in  a 
letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  full  of  gratitude 
*nd  refpe6l :  ^  but  Arnold's  life  had  aheady  beeli 
Endangered  by  the  failure  of  a  plan  for  meeting, 
and  a  repugnance  to  expofe  him  again  to  iimilar 
hazard,  probably  fwayed  major  Andr^. 
*    Protected  by  the  paffport,  he  had  already  ladSfpt. 
paffed  the  lines,  and  conceived  himfelf  free  from 
danger,  when  a  patrdleof  three  men  fprangfrom 
a  Wood,  and  feized  his  horfe.     In  a  mo4nent  of 
furprife  the  unfortunate  Andr6  inquired  of  the 
foldiers    "  M'hence  they  came  ?"   and  to  their 
infwier,  "  from  below,"  replied,  "  and  fo  am  I," 
avowitig  himfelf  to  be  a  Britiili  officer.     He 
difcovei^d    his    error    too  late ;    the  captors 
fearched  him,  and,  finding  feveral  papers  con- 

*  Set  this  well  written  and  moft  affediionate  letter,  in  the  Anaval 
Hegiftcr  for  the  fame  year. 

'  cealed 
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CHAP,  cealed  in  various  parts  of  his  drefi,  carried  hiih 

^^^-  before  their  commander ;  reflfting  the  offers  of 

xjSii.     his  watch  and  money,  and  promifes  of  future 

advantages,  if  they  would  accompany  him  to 

New  York. 

DuHiN  G  his  examijiatioii  before  tlie  A  mcrf  can 
colonel  of  militia,  Andre  continued  his  aflTiimed 
name  of  John  Anderfon,  and  had  fufficient 
addrefs  to  obtain  the  tranfmillion  of  a  letter 
to  Arnold,  who  efcaped  to  the  Britifli  head- 
quartei-s.  The  captive  had  now  no  further  oc- 
cafion  for  difguife ;  he  wrote  to  Wa/hiugton  a 
full  and  frank  ftatcment  of  the  circumltances 
which  occalioned  his  being  within  the  Au\eri- 
caTi  lines,,  difculpating  himfelf  froui  the  impu- 
tation of  being  a  fpy,  and  demanding,  "  y»' hat- 
ever  might  be  his  fate,  a  decent  tre^itment." 
9^  Sept.  Was  h  1  n  g  t o n  referred  the  cafe .  to  a  board 
of  fourteen  general  officers,  all  Amerijcians,  ex- 
cept la  Fayette  and  ihe  baron  d^  Steuben,  before 
whom  major  Andr6  was  compelled  to  appear. 
The  fafts  alleged  againft  him  were  chiefly  dvawn 
from  his  own  letters,  and  fuj)ported  by  hi&  own 
aitfwevs  to  iirterrogatorics  unfairly  adminiftered, 
while  he  was,  by  fituation,  precluded  from  the 
advantage  of  adducing  explanatoiry  teftimony : 
the  board  rej>orted,  that,  agreeably  to  the  law 
and  ufage  ot  nations,  he  ought  to  fuffer  death 
is  a  fpy. 

From  the  moment  of  his  capture  bo 
exertions  were  fpared  to  avert  his  fate.  Colo- 
nel Ilobinfon,  commander  of  the  loyal  Ame- 
ricans, and  Sir  Henry  Clinton^  who  was 
lincercly  attached  to  Andre,  wrote  to  Waih- 
ington,  affirming  that  be  had  been  feat  to 
confer,  under  a  flag  of  truce.  Arnold  cei- 
tified  the  fame  facr,  and  further  infified,  that 
every  fubfequent  proceeding  had  been  fanc- 

^  tioned 
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tionedby  his  authority,  which  he  had  a  right  chaf. 
to  exercife  according  to  his  difcretion.     Thefe  2S2> 
letters  were  produced  before  the  board  of  officers;     i7«o» 
but  a  previous  queftion  was  artfully  put  to  the 
captive,   who  in  anfwer  is  faid  to  have  denied 
coming  on  fliore  with  a  flag  of  truce.* 

After  promulgation  of  the  ientence,  Sir  aothSclx 
Henry  Clinton  deputed  lieutenant-general  Ro- 
bertf©n,  with  Andrew  Elliot,  efquire,  and  the 
honourable  Williclm  Smith,  governor  and  chief 
juftice  of  New  York,  to  ftate  fuch  fads  as 
could  not  be  difclofed  to  the  board.  Wafliing- 
ton  would  not  receive  them,  but  appointed 
general  Greene,  prefident  of  the  court  which 
condemned  Andr(5,  to  meet  general  RobcrtCon, 
the  perfons  who  accompanied  him  not  being 
permitted  to  land.  In  this  conferepce,  general 
Robertfon  pleaded  the  caufe  of  humanity, 
urged  the  friend fliip  of  the  commander  in 
chief  towards  the  object  of  interceflion,  the 
hazard  many  Americans  would  incur  in  cafe 
of  retaliation,   and  the  previous   moderation  -^ 

of  Clinton,  who  onfeveral  occafions  had  fliewn 
the  moft  humane  attention  to  general  Wafli- 
ington's  interceffion  in  favour  of  avowed  fpies, 
and  had  ftill  in  his  power  many  delinquents* 
Robertfon  offered  to  prove,  by  unexception- 
able teftimony,  that  Andr6  went  on  fliore 
in  a  boat,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  with 
the  knowledge,  and  under  the  protection  of 
Arnold,  who  Avas  commander  of  the  diftrift;'' 
and  he  ftrongly  urged  the  injuftice  of  confider- 

*  The  fa6l  of  And  r^  having  given  fuch  an  anfwer  is  only  ]irovcd  br 
the  report  publiflied  by  congrcls  5  but  it  may  reafonably  be  'doubted^ 
^nfiderin^  their  report  to  be  the  only  one  extant,  and  that  the  prifi>- 
x^t  had  neither  advocate,  witnef^,  or  friend  on  the  fpot. 
'  ^  This  uncontradicled  aflertion  of  tlie  fame  fa£l,  after  the  declfion 
of  the  board  of  ofliccrs,  renders  Andre's  pretended  confeiEon  addi- 
tionaJly  doubtful* 

-     .  .  '  ing 
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CHAP,  ing  major  Andr6  as  a  fpy,  merely  on  the  foun- 
^^^  rfalion  of  an  improper  plirafe  in  a  letter  to 
%fiQ.  Wa/liington.  'None  of  thefe  arguments  or 
propoiiils  had  the  defired  efFeft ;  and  an  offer 
to  exchange  for  the  intended  victim,  any 
prifoner  whom  the  Ameri cans  lliould  feleft,  was 
equally  difregardcd.  Finding  his  arguments 
and  offers  encountered  by  an  infurmountablc 
obftinacy,  which  might  be  attributed  to  the 
rancour  of  the  conteft,  Robertfon  propolbd  a 
reference  to  diftintereftcd  foreigners,  acquainted 
n'ith  the  laws  of  war  and  of  nations,  and  in- 
dicated generals  Knyphaufen  and  Rocham- 
beaii;  but  this  candid  propofition  was  not 
complied  with.  A  letter  wVitten  by  Arnold, 
lepeating  his  explanations  of  Andre's  fituatioiH 
and  threatening  retaliation  if  the  fentence 
againft  him  was  executed,  produced,  as.  migKt 
be  expci^ed,  no  good  effect ;  every  fcntimcnt  of 
humanity  and  policy  was  abforbed  in  thebafc 
defire  of  revenge  :  Waihington  juftified  the 
decifion  of  the  board ;  and,  to  their  indelible 
difgrace,  no  French  officer  interfered,  m  a 
caufe  fo  interefting  to  a  polite  and  humane 
people ;  on  the  contrary,  la  Fayette  urged  the 
fate  of  the  unfortunate  captive  \\  xXh  pcculiai: 
malignity. 

The  compaffiou  Avhich  wa?  banilhvd  from 
the  breafts  of  the  fuperior  officers,  w^as  amply 
difplayed  by  the  fubalterns  and  privates  of  the 
American,  and  by  all  ranks  of  tbe  Britilh  amiy. 
They  could  not  contemplate  m  ithout  fenfible 
emotion,  a  youth  in  the  prime  of  life,  brave, 
amiable,  and  highly  acconipliflied,  doomed  to 
an  ignominious  deafh,  for  an  a6l  which  coutd 
not  be  imputed  to  adiflionourable  motive,  and 
which  if  it  might,  by  forced  conftru6iion,  fub- 
jc(5l  him  to  fentence  as  a  fpy,  left  neveithclefe 

a  wide 
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a  >vide  and  honourable  diltintlion  between  his  chap. 
conduft,  and  that  iifiially  puifued  by  perfons  in  ^^^. 
the  like  fituation.  The  whole  behaviour  of  this  '7*^ 
amiable  officer  was  diflinguiflied  by  magnani- 
mity, and  jealous  regard  for  his  reputation. 
During  his  examination,  for  it  could  not  be 
called  a  trial,  he  ftudioufly  avoided  every  dif- 
clofure  which  might  affefl  the  intercfts  or 
charaftcrs  of  thofe  with  whom  he  had  been  en- 
gaged. He  received  the  fentence  >fithoHt  ^ 
alarm  or  dcjeftion,  acknowledged  the  poli ten cfs 
with  which  he  was  treated  daring  his  capti- 
vity, and  only  folicited  the  fad  privilege  of 
dying  by  the  mufket  like  a  foldier,  and  not  by 
the  cord  like  a  common  felon.  Uninformed  ajoa, 
whether  his  requeft  would  be  granted,  he  walked 
with  firmnefs,  compofure,  and  dignity,  towards 
the  place  of  execution,  arm-in-arm  with  the 
officers  of  his  guard.  At  fight  of  the  prepara- 
tions which  announced  the  difgrace  referved 
for  his  final  moments ;  he  exclaimed  with 
emotion,  "  muft  I  then  die  iii, this  manner?" 
— "but  foon  recovering  his  conipoliire,he  added, 
"  it  will  be  but  a  momentary  pang."  With 
an  unruffled  countenance,  he  iifcended  the  cart, 
ilefiring  that  the  fpectatori  would  atteft  his 
courage  at  the  great  moment  of  the  termina-' 
tion  of  his  exilience.'  In  the  opinion  of  all 
liberal  and  generous  minded  men,  the  man- 
ner of  the  execution  was  infinitely  more 
difgraceful  to  Waihington  and  la  Fayette, 
than  to  the  unhappy  fufferer.  His  general, 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  never  ceafed  to  lament 
the  unwcM-thy  fate  of  this  amiable  and  accom-, 
plilhed  young  man,  who  was  adorned  with  the 

^  Sec  the  papert,  letters,  Sec.  on    llu»  fubjcft  in   the  Remem* 
vwcer,  vol.  xi.  p.  t,  add  lei, 

rare  ft 
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en  AP^  rareft  endowments  of  nature  and  of  educatioiv 
3oncix.  and  (had  he  lived)  could  not  but  liave attained 
^^8^  to  the  higheft  honours  of  his  profeffion.  • 

Arnold  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Arnold's  brigadier-general  in  the  Britifli  fervice.  In 
prociama-  vindication  of  his  conduft,  he  iffued  "  an 
^'*'*  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  America,"  in 
which  he  unfolded  the  fa6Hous  and  falfe  pre- 
tences by  which  congrefs  had  cfFecled  the 
reparation  of  the  colonies  from  the  mother- 
country,  and  eftabliflied  an  arbitrary  tyranny 
over  the  lives  and  properties  of  their  fellow 
fubjefts  ;  while  with  abjeft  meanncfs  they 
crouched  before  the  emiffaries  of  France,  their 
natural  enemy,  who  had  neitlier  will  nor  power 
to  protect  them.  He  confidered  the  war,  on 
the  part  of  America,  defeufive  till  France 
joined  in  the  combination;  but  denied  that^ 
when  the  fecond  propofals  were  made  by  Bri- 
tifli commiflioncrs,  America  was  entangled  in 
the  alliance  >\ith  that  country.  The  overtures 
were  avowed  by  the  whole  continent  to  ex^ 
ceed  the  wifties  and  expeftations  of  the  people, 
and  if  fufpicion  of  the  national  fmcerity  ex- 
ifted,  it  could  be  founded  only  on  the  extreme 
liberality  of  the  offers.  He  lamented  the  im- 
policy, tyranny,  and  contemptuous  injuftice, 
with  which  congrefs  had  ftudioufly  negleSed 
taking  the  collective  fentiments  of  the  people 
on  the  Britifh  propofitions,  as  a  dangerous  facri- 
fice  of  the  great  interefts  of  America,  to  the 
partial  views  of  a  proud,  ancient,  and  crafty 
foe.  The  pretended  treaty  of  Verfailles 
amounted  only  to  an  overture,,  the  people  of 
.  Amei*ica  had  given  no  authority  to  conclude 
it,  nur  had  they  ever  fanfitioned  its  ratifica- 
tioii  ;  even  the  articles  of  confederation  were 
110  L  yet  figned.  Preferring,  therefore,  the  fin- 
cere 
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cere  overtures  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  infidlou&  CH  apu 
effefs  of  France,  he  had  determined  to  retain    ^^^^ 
his  arms  a«d  comniaud  only  till  an  opportunity      i^^a. 
fljould  occur  of  furrendeiing  thcin,  and  ac- 
compiiiliing  an  event  of  decifive  importacnoe,. 
which  in  its  execution  would  prevent  the  effii- 
fionof  biood.     The  great  political  truths  con* 
ta^ined    in  this   addrefs  Mere  not  capable  of 
cefiitation  ;   but  the  general's  account  of  hh 
o\^i  conduft  and  motives  was  exaniitted  widi 
gfi^at  feverity.*' 

In  a  fubfequent  proclamation,  addrefled 
V  to  tlie  otRccrs  and  Ibldiers  of  the  continen- 
tal aiyny,  who^  have  the  red  intereft  of  their 
country  at  ht^%  and  who  are  determinecl  no 
longer  to  be  th.e  tools  and  dupes  ot  congrefs, 
or  of  France,"  Arnold  made  Itrong  appeals  to 
the  iriterefts,  necelfities,  and  p^rejudices  of  hi^ 
countrymen,  ;He  offered  thofe  who  would  joia 
t|ie  Bxitifli  ftandaid,  rank,  bounty,  and  liberal 
allowance  for  their  horles,  arms,  and  acqoutre- 
mcAtsi  He  Imputed  their  diUrefs,  want  of 
I>ay,  hunger  and  nakedriels,  to  the  negligent 
coQten^pt  and  corruption  of  congrefs.  America, 
he  obferved,  waal  now  only  a  land  of  widows, 
orphans,  and  beggars,  and  Ihould  the  parent 
nation  ceafe  her  exwtious,  no  lecurity  woul4 
remain  for  enjoying  the  confolations  of  that* 
religion  for  which  the  anceiiors  of  the  people 
had  braved  the  ocean,  the  heathen,, and  tlie 
^tildernefs.  He  himitlf  liad  lately  feen  the 
mean  and  profligate  congrefs  at  mafs  for  the 
feul  of  a  Roman  catholic  jin  purgatory,  and- 
participating  in  the  rites  of  a  church,  againft 
whofe  anti-chriftiaii  corruptions,  the  pious  an- 
ceiiors of  the  Americans  would  have  ^vitneffed' 

*  Se«  Remembrancer,  vol.  x.  p.  344.  vol*  xi  .p.  loo* , 

with 
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xxxx^  with  their  blood .  ■    Contrary  to  all  expeftatian, 
v^- -_}    this  proclamation    produced   no   eneft :    the 
i7»o.     neceffities  of  the  American  army  were  not  re- 
lieved, but  Ihame  and  indignation  produced  a 
deciiive  conduft ;  the  ambition  of  uiflaining  a 
rcfpeftablc  charafter  in  company  with  their 
new  affociates  the  French,  contributed  to  g^ive 
energy  to  the  dictates  of  patriotifm,  and  from 
this  period,  the  defertions  fo  frequeirtly  com<r 
pTained  of  occurred  no  more.  * 
Kaditnge        No  military  tranfadlion  of  note  diftinguiilied 
foyne*s      *^^  remainder  of  the  campaign  ;   but  the  ex- 
aray.        change  of  the  Biitifb  army,  captured  at  Sara* 
toga  was  at  length  accomplifhcd.     The  perfi- 
dious policy  of  congrefs  towards  thefe  brave 
men,  had  long  been  undefended  even  by  their 
warmeft  partizans,  and  the  American  prifoners 
taken  at  Charleftown,  had  friends  fufl&ciently 
numerous  and  clamorous  to  compel  theiY  rulers 
to  an  ad  of  jufiice,  fo  ihamefuHy  evaded  and 
delayed. 
Naval  Ik  the  European  feas,  feveral  gallant  and 

Sns7n  Spirited  actions  redounded  to  the  glory  of  the 
Europe  Mritilli  flag.  Befides  thefe,  admiral  Geary, 
j^  who  fiicceeded  to  the  command  of  the  Channel 

July*  fleet  on  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  made* 
prize  of  twelve  French  merchantmen,  part  of 
9th  Aug.  ^  convoy  from  Port-au-Prince.  This  advan- 
Capture  of  tagc  was  amply  overbalanced  by  the  capture 
£ftSd^  fmore  than  forty  Eaft  and  Weft  India  Ihips, 
Wcftindit  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  combined 
French  and  Spanifli  fquadrons,  and  were  car- 
ried into  Cadiz.    The  value  of  the  acquifition 

•  See  the  proclamation,  Ketnemln^ndtr,  vol.  xi,  p.  lo.  It  ctn 
npw  be  conGdered  only  on  the  level  of  an  ordinaiy  recruiting  hand. 
Inn  ;  although  it  once  derived,  fro^n  the  charaAer  and  circumflancea 
«f  the  author,  a  momentary  celebrity. 

«*  Raraiay,  Yot*  u^  p.  104. 

was 


was  veiy  large,  and  peculiarly  injurious  to  tlie   chap. 
Britifh  mterefts,  as  it  comprized  military  ftores   J|^^?^' 
eflential  to  the   defence  Top  iBe'  fisftlements,     17  go. 
The  number  of  prifoners  was  two  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  fixty-ft^fe';    and  the  event 
occafioned  the  moft  lively  exultation  in  thQ 
enemy,    and  proportionate    dtffatisf46lion    m 
England:  thetnode  of  feinploying the  Channel 
fleet  wsA  feverely  arraigned,  and  Geary  foon 
refigned  the  command ;    which  being  refufed 
by  Barrington,  was  conferred  on  Darby.* 

The  Americans  too  were  not  without  their  Quebec 
flxare  of  naval  fucccfs :  fome  of  their  privateers  ?**V^*^** 
intercepted  the  outward-bound  Quebec  fleiet,  /mcd. 
off  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  and  though  can*, 
feveral  veflels  were  afterwards  recaptured,  le- 
eured  fourteen  valuable  ihips. 
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:  CHAPTER  THE  FaRTIETH: 

Meeting  of  the  new parlianpent  —  ileHion  (^  # 
Speaker  ^^king's  jpeeeh — debat€4f  en  the  ud* 
drejes.  — -  Rife  aiul  pr0grefs  0f  the  difpHtf 
between  Great  Britain  and  Holland. — Ac- 
coulit  of  the  anned  neutrality.  —  Lauren$ 
taken.  —  Difcovery  of  u  treaty  bettpeen  Hoi-- 
land  and  America  -^w^r  declared — mejffkgc 
to  parliament'—  appointment  of  delegates.-^ 
Burke' 0.  plan  of  economy  rmeip^d^^frji 
.J^eech  of  the  honourable  JVilUam  Pitt^ — the 
bill  reJcBed-^  other  popular  efforts, — Sheri-* 
dan's  motion  refpecting  the  military. — Peti^ 
tion  of  the  delegates. — Motions  refpecting 
Sir  Hugh  Pallijer—'and  for  a  committee  on 
the  American  war. — Cloje  ofthefejjion. 


Qn  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliahient,  the 
eleftion  of  a  fpeaker  occafioned  a  flrenuous 
1780.  debate.  The  decided  hoftility  of  Sir  Fletcher 
M^ctb^of  ^^^^^^^  during  the  laft  feffion,  precluded^  him 
paJSa"^^  from  the  hope  of  nomination  by  the  miniftry. 
iDcnt.  Lord  George  Germaine,  lamenting  that  the  de- 
*f^°  ®^  dining  health  of  the  late  fpeaker  rendered  him 
a  peaJcer.  ^^  longer  Capable  of  fo  laborious  an  office, 
piropofed  William  Wolfran  Cornwall  to  fill  the 
chair. 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  in  anfwer  to  thefe 
infincere  condolences,  declared,  that  his  health 
was  perfedly  re-eftabliihed,  and  complained  of 
the  unkind  treatment  which  he  experienced 
from  adminiftration,  after  havingi  at  their  re- 
,3  .qucfl. 
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quefi,  retaiped  fa  lal»oriou<  a  fituatioQ  during 
two  whole  fdfiops,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  ^^^ 
his  phyficians,  and  at  the  peril  of  his  life.  The  ""TTfT 
members  of  oppofitiou  infifted,  that  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton  was  facrificed  to  miniilerial  refentment, 
chiefly  on  account  of  bis  wemorable  addrefs  to 
the  king,  and  divided  the  boufe  on  his  re*elec* 
tion,  which  was  negatived/  He  was,  however,  sotfa  Non 
gratiijed  by  a  vote  of  thanks  for  hi^  conduct, 
which  was  conyeyed  to  him,  in  flattering  terms,  ift  Feb. 
by  his  fucceflbr.  •  '^**' 

The  king,  in  his  fpeech,  exprefled  Anufual  '^  ^^^ 
fatisfa6iion  in  meeting  parliament  at  a  period,  ^^^^ 
when  the  late  ele^ions  would  fupply  certain  in*  fpcMiu 
formation  of  the  wifhes  and  dilpofition  of  the 
people,  to  which  he  was  always  mclined  to  pay  ' 
the  utmoft  attention  and  regard.  He  com* 
plained  of  the  upprpvoked  aegreflion  of  the 
J3ourbon  family;  but  hoped  the  late  fucceflet 
in  Georgia  and  Carolina  would  be  attended 
with  important  confequences,  in  bringing  the 
var  to  a  hapjpy  conclufion.  Safe  and  honour* 
able  terms  ot  peace  could  only  be  fecured  by 
fuch  powerful  and  refpe6iable  preparations,  as 
would  ihew  in  Great  Britain  a  firm  refolutioa 
not  to  receive  the  law  from  any  powers  what- 
ever, and  to  decline  no  difficulty  or  hazard  in 
defenditig  the  country,  and  preferving  its  eflen- 
tial  intereib*  His  majefw  declared  his  intire 
confidence  in  the  zeal  and  aife6iions  of  parlia* 
ment;  confcious  that,  during  hia  whole  reiffo, 
the  conflant  9bje6|  of  his  care>  and  wiih  of  his 
heart,  had  been  to  promote  the  true  interefts 
and  happinefs  of  all  his  fubjedls,  and  to  pre^ 
ferve  inviolate  the  con(titution>  both  in  church 
and  fiate, 

Z  £  In 
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In  the  upper  houfe,  an  atnendment  was  ribvcd 
on  the  addrefs,  but  the  debate  was  not  diftin- 
guifhed  by  novelty  or  vigour.*  The  amend- 
ment in  the  commons  was  more  ably  ftipported ; 
though  the  difcuffion  was  not  fo  interefting  as 
on  many  fimilar  occifions.  The  friends  of  ad- 
niiniftration  inferred  topics  of  confolation  from 
the  heterogeneous  combination  of  France  and 
Spain  with  America;  the  impoflibility  of  cor- 
diality in  fuch  an  union,  or  ot  happy  refults  to 
a  caufc,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  liberty  and  the 
Proteftant  religion,  when  prote6ted  only  by 
bigotted  Catholics,  and  powers  from  whofe 
vocabulary  the  word  freedom  was*  expunged. 
It  was  reprcfented  as  a  great  advantage,  that 
England'  was  Mithout  allies;  fince  no  league 
againft  a  poMcr  compa6l  within  itfelf,  and 
combining  its  energies  by  unanimity  of  coun- 
cil, had  ever  yet  been  crowned  with  fuccefs. 
The  conteft  with  America  was  reprefented 
as  more  profperous  than  at  any  previous  period 
fince  the  convention  at  Saratoga. 

General  Smith  denied  the  affertion  :  the 
cirGumltances  of  the  country,  he  faid,  were  in- 
finitely worle;  and,  fnuc  the  affair  of  Trenton, 
every  military  man  had  clearly  difcenied,  that 
all  attempts  to  fubduc  America  were  fruitleft 
prodigalities  of  blood  and  treafure.  Fox  ad- 
mired the  gallantly  and  good  conduft  of  lord 
Cornwallis  and  his  officers  at  Camden ;  but' 
would  not  tliank,  even  his  own  brother,  who 
was  at  that  period  ferving  in  America,  for  lau- 
rels gathered  in  a  war  which  he  hated  and  de- 
telled,  regarding  it  as  the  fountain-head  of  all 
the  mifchief  and  calamities  which  opprefled 
this  mifcrablc  nation*     He  ridiculed  the  hopes 

^  The  dMHon  was  61  to  23. 

v.^  cxprefled 
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cxpreffed  in  the  fpeech,  founded  on  the  late  vie-' 
tori«s.     Expeftation  had  been  equally  ardent 
when  the  Americans  were  defeated  at  1-or.g     i;^©. 
Iflahd ;  tlie  battle  of  Brandy  wine  was  cxpeftcd 
to  occaftoQ  the  immediate  redu6Hon  of  all  the 
province,  and  extermination  of  American  re- 
bellion ;  and  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga  had 
produc>ed  hopes  no  lefs  extravagant.     Events 
had  conftantly  belied   thefe  fanguine  predic- 
tions; and  yct^  infpite  of  experience,  parlia- 
ment were  taught  to  anticipate  glorious  confe- 
quences,  if  the  late  fuccelfes  in  Carolina  were 
purfued  with  vigour.    To  him  the  capture  of 
Charieftown  conveyed  only  the  alarming  cer- 
tainty that  minifters  were  deceived  in  believing, 
the  majority  of  the  Americans  friendly  to  the 
Britifli  Government.    The  people  of  Carolina, 
notwithftanding  their  oaths,  had  flocked,  even 
with  their  arms,    to  the  frandard  of  Gates. 
Every  gleam  of  fuccefs  had  hitherto  been  the 
forerunner  of  misfortune :  the  lofs  of  the  whole 
army  fucceeded  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga ; 
the  evacuation  of  Philadel|)hia  followed  an- 
other fuccefs ;  and  no  looner  was  the  furrender 
of  Charieftown  announced,  than  a  new  difafter 
was  expelled,  and  in  part  experienced,  in  the 
lots  of  Rliode  Kland,  the  only  good  winter- 
harbour  in  all  America,     lie  had  no  ol)jection 
to  that  part  of  the  addrefs  which  congratulated 
his  niajetty  on  a  late  addition  to  his  family. 
I^ong  might  his  domeftic  enjoyments  increafe ;      -    . 
they  were  the  only  enjoyments  he  polilpflcd. 
Unfortunate  in  every  other  refped;  unfortu- 
nate abroad,  and  unfortunate  in  the  condufl  of 
civil  affairs  at  home,  he  was  happy,  ^nd  enti- 
tled to  congratulation  in  private  life.     Mr*  Fo;c 
would  not  acknowledge  the  bleflings  enjoyed 
under  his  majefty's government.    *'  How  long,** 

2  3  "he 
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CHAP.  ^  exclaimed,  ^*  fliall  the  facred  (hield  o#  itaa* 
xt-  '  jefty  be  Jntcrpofed  for  the  prote£iion  o^  weak 
^^^fuT^  adminiftration  ?    The  word  is  made  fubfervient 
to  every  legerdemain  trick,  and  every  illuiion 
di6latecl  by  convenience.     If  by  the  bleffings 
of  his  majefty's  reign  are  underftood  the  perfb- 
nal  virtues  of  the  fovereign,  I  am  ready  to  ac* 
knowledge  them  with  rcipeft,  and  with  reve* 
rence ;  but,  if  the  phrafe  implies  the  a^  and 
proje6ts  of  his  minifters,  I  deteft  and  reprobate 
them  :  the  whole  reign  has  been  one  continued 
feries  of  diforace,  misfortune,  and  calamity.** 
He  then  delcanted  with  great  feverity  on  the 
manner  of  diflblving  the  late  parliament ;  and 
compared  the  famous  vote  refpefting  the  in* 
fluence  of  the  crown,  to  the  death-bed  oonfef- 
fions,  and  mock-penitence  of  other  abandoned 
profligates,  who,  in  their  laft  moments,  admo- 
nilhed  others  to  avoid  thofe  courfes  which  oc* 
cafioned  a  premature  and  untimely  end. 

The  amendment  was  negatived.*  No  other 
bufinefs  of  importance  was  difcuffed  till  the 
6th  Dec.  recefs ;  the  ordinary  tranfaftions  of  fupply,  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus,  the  incidental 
complaints  refpefting  returns,  and  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  commanders  in  America,  engag- 
ing the  principal  attention  of  the  houfe. 
Difpute  The  time  M'as  now  arrived  when  Great  Bri- 

with  Hoi-    tain  was  to  rank  Holland,   her  ancient  ally, 
*^"^-         among  the  number  of  her  declared  enemies. 

1775.         At  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  between 

Conduaof  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  Holland,  in 

^^^'  conformity  with  the  conduft  of  other  European 

poM'ers,  forbad  the  export  of  ammunition  and 

Itores  for  one  year ;  but  when  the  fuccefe  of 

the  coloniils;  and  the  declaration  of  indepen** 

5  all  to  i}0* 

dence. 
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denci^  tiftotded  flattering  hdpte  of  ac(j[uirin^  a  cii  af. 
portion  of  that  commence  which  the  EtigliA  ^^j^ 
had  hitherto  monopolized,  Holland  began  to  "^^"^^^ 
graip  at  the  advantage,  and  encouraged  an  il- 
licit ^^ade  with  America.  Every  motive  arif- 
in^  itom  len^  and  beneficial  alliance,  fimi-  ^  - 
larity  in  religion,  and  political  inteteiU,  com-  : 

bined  to  deter  Holland  from  a  modeof  conduift    ^ 

repugnant  to  the  interefts  of  Oreat  Britain :  but 
a  fadiion,  in  the  French  intereO,  and  inimical 
to  the  fiadtholder,  influenced  all  the  proceed- 
iiigs  of  government.   The  open  encouragement  %i(k  va. 
am>rded  to  American  privateers  in  the  Dutch  ^J^'^^^ 
Weil  India  iflands,   occafioned  a  leng  corre-:  mor\Stf 
fpondence,  which  terminated  in  the  delivery  of  ^^  M«ph 
a  fpirited  memorial  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  the 
Britiih  embaflador  at  the  Hague,  who  com- 
plained of  the  attentions  paid  by  the  governor 
of  St;  Euftatia  to  velTels  under  the  American 
flag,^  and  his  refufal  to  t^drefs  the  complaints 
of  the  council  of  St.  Chriftopher's.  He  required 
a  formal  difavowal  of  the  falute  by  fort  Orange, 
in  St  Euilatia,  to  a  rebel  fliip ;  and  the  recat 
Of  the  governor,  Van  Graaf.    The  ftates  gene* 
tal  were  charged  with  duplicity,  and  violation 
of  treaties;  andaflured,  that  unlefs  the  required 
fatisfa6lion  was  given,  the  king  would  not  be 
amufed  with  mere  affurances;    or  delay  the 
adoption   of  meafures   due   to   the   interefts 
and  dignity  of  his  crown.    The  ftates  general  i<th  mm. 
returned  an  humble  and  comj^lying  anfwer,  j^^^' 
denying  an  intention  to  recognife  the  indepen- 
dence of  America,  and  confentina;  to  recal  Van 
Graaf;  but  they  complained  of  the  harfli  termi 
in  the  memorial;  and,  as  a  mark  of  indigna: 

*  The  wwtl  eorfaire  in  the  on^nal  hit  bten  ofijfe^mijr  traoflatel 
finU09  wbcn  iU  faic  miiiiltia  It  only  pririieer.  . 
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tion^  ordcred.count  Welderen,  their  envoy  ex- 
fraordinaiy  m  London,  *  not  to  correfpond  on 
the  occafion  with  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  or  lord 
Suifolk,  tl^e  fecretary  of  ftate,  but  to  deliver 
his.  incinofial  to  the  king  in  perfon. 

TttOM  this  period  a  fallen  civility  was  main- 
taiiied/^.but  in  proportion  as  the  conduft  of 
i'fance  was  niore  hoftile,  that  of  Holland  be- 
came lefs  ambiguous,  and  the  trade  openly 
niaintained,  iu  contraband  articles,  to  the 
French  coaft,  occafioned  the  feizure  of  feveral 
Dutch  fliips^  In  confequence  of  three  angry 
memorials  prefented  to'  the  ftates  general  by 
DutcTi  merchants,  count  Welderen  made  coni- 
pjaiuts  to  the  Britiih  court,  not  only  of  inter- 
ruptions of  commerce  in  the  European,  but  in 
ttie  American  fcas.  The,  ahfwer  of  the  fecre- 
tary of  ftgite  fet  forth',  in  mild  language,  the 
unprovoked  aggreffion  of. France;  from  the 
fucmemiefs^pf  the  events  and  the  neceflity  of 
rcftiaining  the  exertions  of  that  crafty  power, 
too  great  rigour  might  have  been  undefignedly 
exf  rcifed  in  arrefting  neutral  veffels ;  but  if 
any  cargoes,  not  contraband,  had  been  feized 
by  his  majeliy's  cruizers,  ample  indemnification 
ihould  be  made. 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke  had  refided  in  Holland 
twcnty-feven  years,  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  ftate  aud  temper  of  parties,  and  knew 
the  preponderance  of  French  intereft,  and  the 
faialfupincnefs  uf  the  ftadtholder.  He  vindi- 
cated, in  an  able  memorial,  the  conduct  of  Great 
Pritain;  and  while  he  difplayed  the  moderation 
of  tlie  king  iu  riot  plunging  Holland  into  a 
war,  by  demanding  the  fuccours  ftipulated  in 
the  treaties  of  1678,  and  1716,*  propofed  to 
difcyfs.tlie  grievances  in  a  conference,  prefac- 
ing the  oU'er  with  an  alfufauce  that  the  pre^. 
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Veution  of  coatrabaud  trade  ihould,   in  the   C8AF« 
mean  time,  be  fubjeft  to  no  interpretation  un-   ^^ 
warranted   by  the    rules  of  equity,  and  the     i77t. 
prafticc  of  pcrfe6l  generofity. 

This  propofal  occafionccl  violent  exertions  8th Dec, 
among  the  French  party ;  the  duke  de  Vaugu-  ^m^*^'^ 
yon,  embaflador  from  the  court  of  Verfailles,  French 
endeavoured  to  pique  the  pride  and  lutereft  of  P^y- 
the  Dutch,  by  clemauding  a  clear  and  explicit 
determination  to  accept  or  renounce  the  ad- 
vantages of  commerce  proffered  by  a  decree  of 
the  French. council  of  ftate»  allowing  the  traf- 
fic in  naval  (lores  during  the  war.     The  pro-  h^h  Jan. 
pofition  was  not,  however,  accepted  ;  and  th^     *^^^* 
French  court  repealed  the  permiffion  given  to 
Holland  of  trading  witli  them  duty-free,  ad-. 
mitUn^    to  the  ex clufive  enjoyment  of  tlxis 
privilege,  Amfterdam   alone,    "  in  copfidera-. 
tion  of  the  patriotic  exertions  made  by  that 
jL*ity,  to  perfu^de  the  republic  to  procure  from 
the  court  of  London,  tne  fecurity  of  that  un-^ 
limited  commerce  which  belongecl  to  the  Dutch 
flag,"*    Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  did  not  fail  to  repel  9th  Apr* 
the  calumnies  advanced  in  thefe  papers;   he 
expofed  the  didatorial  tone  affumed  by  France, 
in  prefcribing  a  mode  of  conduft  to  be  main- 
'  tained  by  the  ftates  general  towards  England, 
and  animadverted  with  proper  fe verity  ou,  the. 
attempt  to  make  diftinciions  between  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  fame  republic,  fo  repug- 
nant to  the  union  and  independence  of  the 
ftates  general.    . 

The  arts  and  influence  of  France  were,  how-  Succoun 
ever,  more  effeftual  than  the  remonftrances  of  ^^^^^^^^ 
England ;  and  when  Spain  was  added  to  the  Und-"^" 

*  This  favour  w^s  afterwards  extended  to  HarleOy  and  fuble*. 
i|utatly  to  the  whole  province  of  Hollaod. 

hoftile 
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CHAP*  hoftilc  combinatiott,  the  ftf iking  partiality  rf 
^  '      Holland  towards  the  etiemies  of  Urcat  Britain, 


">79-  rendered  more  decifive  explanations  indifpen^ 
•«I  July,  fable.  Sir  J ofeph  Yorke  therefore,  in  purfuancid 
of  inftruftions  fiom  England,  demanded  ffoni 
the  ftates  general  the  fuccours  ftipulated  in  thtf 
feveral  treaties,  of  xvhich  the  cafusfaderisvrsi^ 
fully  explained  in  tlie  feparate  article  of  171 6. 
This  memorial  defcanted  on  the  unjuft  pro- 
Ceedrngs  of  France  and  Spain,  and  their  threats 
of  invafion,  and  declared,  that  the  moment  wafe 
arrived  to  decide  whether  Great  Britain,  vhtt 
had  fpilt  fo  muclv  hlood,  and  expended  fo  much 
treafure  to  fuecour  others,  and  maintain  liberty 
knd  religion,  was  to  be  abandoned  by  her  moft 
ancient  friends  and  allies,  and  left  utiprotefted, 
exdept  by  her  awn  courage  and  internal 
ftrength,  to  contend  againft  the  ambitious 
houfe  of  Bourbon,  \rho  endeavbured  to  cfuih 
ill,  for  the  purpofe  of  reigning  over  all.  iTift 
ftates  were  reminded  of  a  truth  which  they 
appeared  too  fatally  to  have  forgotten,  that 
tneir  hiftory  contained  little  more  flian  a  detail 
of  dangers  fucceffively  created  by  the  ambition 
of  France ;  and  that  their  bed  days  began  with 
their  union  AFith  England. 

While  the  government  of  Holland  evaded 
giving  a  definitive  anfwer  to  this  demand, 
the  advocates  of  the  Brkifh  and  French  con- 
nexions maintained  a  ftrenuous  paper  war. 
The  people,  in  fpite  of  the  alittrements  with 
which  France  endeavoured  to  bias  their  judg- 
ment, did  not  relinquilh  their  partiality  for  tno 
Englifli  alliance,  and  the  ftadtholder  was  firmly 
attached  to  the  fame  caufe ;  but  an  aftive  and 
refolute  party,  who  poffeffed  the  greateft  lliare 
of  influence  and  power,  were  ^ealoui  adheren  ts  of 
France,  and  difplayed  a  proportionate  rancoyr 

againi^ 
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SLgamft  Great  Britaiiu    The  increafing  ftretigth  c  tt  av. 
of  thejhoftile  confederacy,  and  the  infults  offered  ^J^^. 
to  the  Britifh  coaft  during  the  fummer  of  i?79,     *775* 
gave  additional  fpirits  to  the  French  faction, 
and  encouraged  them  to  reprefent  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke's  demand,  as  an  indication  of  national 
veakneft  and  defpondency. 

At  this  jun6lure,  a  frefh  caufe  of  difpute  oaober. 
arofe,  in  confequence  of  the  reception  afforded  ^*2? 
to  Paul  Jones  and  his  prizes  in  the  harbours  of  p,S^ 
the  republic.     Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  demanded  tlie  Jo«». 
detention  of  the  (hips  and  crews ;  as  Paul  Jones, 
though  a  pretended  American,  was  a  native  of 
Scotland,  a  pirate,  rebel,  and  ftate  criminal. 
The  flates  general  refiifed  compliance,  alleging  ^^  oa. 
their  conflant  maxim,  not  to  decide  on  the 
legality  of  captures  by   the  veffels  of   any 
cuker  country ;  they  only  opened  their  ports 
to  afford  flielter  from  ftorms  or  difafters,  but 
would  compel  them  to  put  to  fea  again,  with- 
out unloading  or  d'dpofing  of  their  cargoes. 
In  vain  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  in  a  new  memorial,  ft9tiu 
appealed  to  the  rules  of  equity,  and  the  exprefs 
iiipulations  of  treaties;  the  iJutch  government 
remained  inflexible,  and  returned  only  a  ihort 
anfwer,  reiterating  their  former  opinions. 

Great  Britain,  on  the  faith  and  fair  cbn-  twAiaof 
ftru^ion  of  treaties,  had  aright,  in  cafe  of  war  *^**^^*'^ 
with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  to  call  on  the 
Dutch  as  allies  for  aftive  aid ;  every  demand 
of  that  kind  was  obftinately  refitted ;  neutrality 
vas  the  utmoft  extent  of  their  profeflion,  and 
even  that  was   attended  Avith  indications  of 
partiality  almoft  amounting  to  hoftility.     Yd; 
the  government  of  Holland  claimed  and  were 
allowed  all  the  advantages  arifmg  from  treaties 
of  alliance,  and  expeAed  proteaion  in  a  com- 
merce calculated  to  raife  the  naval  power  of 

the 
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CHAP,  tlie  enemy,  and  deprefs  the  interefts  of  this 

,^^.  cuunliyi     To  terniiaate  this  difgraceful  ftate 

V79-     of  fufpcnfe  between    alliance    ami    hoftilitv, 

^6thNov.  ^j^^  Britiih  cnibaflador  again  prcfled  for  the 

Succours    fuccours  ftipulatcd  by  treaties.     The   Dutch 

rcftifed.      j^Qi  Qi^iy  letufed  the  demand ;  but  renewing 

iheir  complaints  on  the  interruption  of  trade, 

announced   their  intention  of    appointing  a 

convoy  with  their  next  fleet  to  the  coaft  of 

France.     The  EngliHi  miniftry,   having  inef- 

feftually  remonftrated  againil  this  unfriendly 

refolution,   encountered    its  eftetts  with   be* 

coming  vigour  and  fpirit.     A  fleet  bound  for 

the  Mediterranean,  under  the  convoy  of  count 

li!  Jan.      Byland,  M'as  met  by  a  Britifli  fqnadron  under 

Engage-    commodore  Fielding :  the  Dutch  fired  on  the 

mcntbc-    boats  preparing    to  fearch  their  veflels;   and 

^^o^^"*'  their  admiral  anfwered  .a  fhot  a-head   from 

Fielding     the  Britilh  commodore  by  a  broadfide.     This 

B  lanT'  ^'^^  ^^'  hoftility  being  returned,  Byland  ftruck 

his  colours ;  the  greater  part  of  the  convoy 

efcaped,   but  the  icw  which  were  captured, 


afforded   fufficient  proof  of  the   contraband 
commerce   to   which  the   Dutch  thus    gave 
countenance  and  proteftion.     Count  Byland 
accepted  permifTion  to  hoift  his  colours ;  but 
refufjng  to  return  to  his  own  coaft,  accompa- 
nied the  Britifli  commander  to  Spithead. 
Kcmon-         The^  cvcnt  fumiflicdj    in   courfe,    grounds 
France*  on  for  numcrous  couiplaints ;  but  the  Britifli  ca- 
tUciubjta.  ]jin^,t  j^jtif|(.j  i\^^\i'  proceeding,  and  lord  Storr 
mont   ftrenuoufly    remonftrated    with    count 
Welderen,    on   the  taiuenefs  with   which  hi^ 
government  permitted  all  the  regards  due  to 
ancient  amity  w  ith  England,  to  be  facrificed 
to  the  cupidity  of  individuals,  or  the  pitiful 
>gthjan.    artifices  of  cabal  and  intrigue.     As  the  moft 
friendly  method  of  difclofing  the  feutiments 
-  •        '  of 


of   the  'Britifli  court,    the  fccrctary  pf*ftatc  chap. 
announced,  by  a  declaration  Tcrbahy  tlut  if .  ^^1^ 
the  Dutch  pcrTifted  not  only  iii  refufinor  the     1780. 
aids    ftipulated  hy  treaties,    but    in   aflifting 
the  enemy  with  naval  (lores,  they  could  no 
longer  be  allowed  the  benefits  of  an   alliance 
ivhich  they  deferted  by  changing  it  into  a 
neutrality,  and  thai  too  in  the  irtidft  of  a  war 
maintained  .by  tlie  houfe  of  Bourbon  for  the 
c!eftru6lion  of    Great   Britain,    which    could 
never  be  effef^'ed  without  producing  the  ruin 
of  the  Republic. 

After  allowing  nearly  two  months  for  the  nftMar. 
difcuflion  of  this  official  declaration,  Sir  Jofcph 
Yorke  again  addrcfled  a  memorial  to  the  Hates 
general,  recapitulating  all  the  fa(5ls  he  had  for- 
merly urged,  complaining  of  the  hoftile  condu6b 
of  count  Byland  towards  the  boats  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  fleet,  and  of  their  injuftice  in  prohibit- 
ing the  export  of  provifions  for  the  ufe  of 
the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar,  while  they  were  fo 
eager  and  vindittive  in  conveying  ammuni- 
tion and  ftores  to  Spain,  which  had  difturbed 
their  trade  in  a  wanton  and  unprecedented 
manner.  If  the  Dutch,  by  their  own  aft, 
Ceafed  to  be  allies,  they  could  have  no  con- 
ne6Hon  with  England  but  fuch  as  fubfifted 
between  neutral  powers  in  a  ftate  of  amity ; 
all  treaties  were  reciprocal,  and  therefore,  un- 
lefs  the  Dutch,  within  three  weeks,  gave  a 
fatisfaftory  anfwer  to  the  demand  of  fuccours 
made  eight  months  before,  their  condud  would 
be  confidered  as  a  breach  of  alliance,  the  effeft 
of  treaties  fufpended,  and  the  fame  fyftem 
obferved  towards  them,  as  towards  other  ncu-. 
tral  and  unprivileged  ftates.  To  this  decla- 
ration, an  evafive  provifional  anfwer  was  given; 
importing,  that   it  M-as  impoflible  to  confult 

the 
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CKAF.  th^  fovcral  ftatC3  of  the  republic,  fo  as  to 
^JO;^  procure  »n  aufwcr  in  three  weeks.  But  pro- 
x7«o.  craftinatioa  w»s  now  no  loager  allowd :  the 
sTthApr.  court  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  eg^piration  of 
the  appointed  term,  declared  the  provifional 
fufpenuon  of  all  particular  ftipulations  iefpe£i- 
ing  the  freedom  of  navigation  and  commerce 
in  time  of  war,  particularly  thofe  contained  i^ 
the  marine  treaty  of  1674. 
F«rmtioii  The  unfriendly  condu6l  of  Holland  towards 
vmedncu.  England,  was  ftimulated  by  the  preponderance 
iraiity.  of  a  Gallic  faftion  in  government,  and  a  mifr 
judging  avarice,  grafping  at  a  portion  of 
American  commerce ;  and  was  encouraged  by 
a  moft  extraordinary  confederacy  formed  at 
this  period  in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  fincc 
kpown  by  the  name  of  the  armed  neutrality. 
This  compafit  originated  in  the  intrigues  of 
France,  and  the  defire  of  that  government  tp 
embroil  Great  Britain  with  new  enemies,  and 
diftraft  her  proceedings  by  uncertainty  of 
rights,  and  the  difcuffion  of  captious  and  unr 
nftial  claims.  Influenced  by  French  counfels^ 
the  Spaniards,  under  pretence  of  blockading 
Gibraltar,  had  refufed  to  admit  into  tlxe 
Mediterranean  fome  Ruffian  veflels;  the  em- 
prefs  indignantly  meditated  meafureii  of  fecu-^ 
rity  againft  the  repetition  of  fuch  an  outrage, 
when  the  king  of  Pruifia,  apprized  of  her 
fentiments,  through  the  medium  of  count 
Panin,  her  minifter  for  foreign  aiFairs,  ufed 
every  effort  to  dire6i;  them  againfl  the  inte- 
refls  of  England.     The  views  of  Frederick 


*o* 


f  For  tbefe  fa6tt,  1  hirt  confulted  the  fate  papers,  which  ar^ 
publiihed  according  to  their  date,  in  the  Annual  Regifter  and  Re- 
membrancer {  manf  pamphlets  publiflied  in  Holland,  on  b9tfa  fidet 
of  the  queftion,  aad  iom/t  oficial  cocfeTpondcace. 
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wctc  feconded  by  Panin,  who  equally  hated  chap. 
Great  Britain :  and  Frederick  had  long  been     -^^' 
alfiduouily  and  fuccefsfuUy  cultivating  an  in-     ,^io. 
tereft  at  ^e  court  of  Petcriburgh.    Catherine 
II.  always  profefled>  and  moft  probably  felt  a 
iincere  friendship  for  the  Britifli  monarch,  and 
2^r  James  Harris,  the  English  embaliador  at 
her  court,   maintained  the  interefts  of  his 
country  with  the  utmoil  diligence,  zeal,  and 
intelligence.     Nti  caufe  of  complaint  exifted 
between  the  two  crowns ;  the  eniprefs  appeared 
not  infenfible  to  the  advantages  flie  had  de^ 
rived  from  the  Britiih  alliance,  and  had,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  American  conteil,  pro* 
mifed  afiifiance  at  different  epochs,  though 
ihe  always  evaded  the  accompliihment  of  her 
engagements.    Her  refentment  againft  Spain 
furniihed  Pruffia  with  a  pretext  for  inculcating 
new  maxims  of  maritime  regulation,  unknown 
to  the  law  of  nations,  and  though  general  in 
their  verbal  conftruiftion,  obvioufly  prejudicial 
to  Great  Britain  alone.     The  empreis,   from 
a  love  of  oftentation  and  paradox,  gave  at- 
tention to  the  new  fyftem,  and  foon  direded 
all  her  ^orts  to  its  eftabliihment     While 
armaments  in  ieveral  of  her  ports,  and  a  myf- 
terious  alacrity  among  her  minifiers,  indicated 
'  the  formation  of  fome  extend ve  prqje£t;  ihe  26th  Feb. 
announced  the  completion  of  her  fyftem,  by 
a  declaration  to  the  courts  of  London,  Ver- 
iailles,  and  Madrid,  in  which  flie  concluded 
a  feries  of  profeflions    and  complaints,    by 
Aating  four  propofitioos,  founded  on  the  pri- 
mitive rights  of  nations,  which  every  people 
might    reclaim,    and  which  the   belligerent 
powers  could  not  invalidate,  without  violating 
the  laws  of  neutrality.-    It  was  affirmed,  iir 
three  of  the  articles^  that  goods  in  free  boti 

toms 
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c  H  A  P.  toms  muft  Ije  free;  and  exctnfyt  from  fearcb  j* 

i^^^_,  aiid  another  limited  the  chatJafteriftics  of  a 
X780.  blockaded  port,  by  fo  ftrift  a  definition,  that 
a  blockade  was  rendered'  almoft  impoilible. * 
Thefe  principles  were  announced  a$  a  rule  for 
proceedings  and  judgments  on  the  legality  of 
prizes  ;  and  the  emprefs  proclaimed  her  *deter- 
niination  to  fupport  them*  with  her  whole 
maritime  force. 

All  the  enemies  of  England  received  this 
declaration  with  enthufialHc  applaufe.  The 
neutral  powers  extolled  its  wilclom,   juftice, 

April.  and  magTianimity ;  Sweden  alone,  under  the 
influence  of  France,  requeftcd  from  the  court 
of  Peterfburgh  fome  explanations  of  its  ten- 
dency,   which  were  calculated  to  render  the 

xsth,  terms  additionally  hoftile.  iSpain  was  the  firft 
of  the  belligerent  powers  which  notified  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  principles  of  this  unprecedented  - 

>stiu  ftate  paper.  France  warmly  commended  the 
new  fyftem,  declaring  its  principles  to  be  fub- 
Itantially  thofe  which  Louis  XVi.  had  made 

d^d.  war  for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining.  Great 
Britain  alone  returned  a  civil  but  lomewhat 
fullen  anfwer,  vindicating  her  own  condufi: 
during  the  war,  and  declaring  the  rcadincfs 
of  her  courts  of  admiralty  to  render  perfe6t 
• .  jnftice  in  every  cafe  of  complaint. 

Such  a  war  as  that  wherein  Great  Britain 
M^as  engaged,  muft  be  carried  on  with  mani^ 
feft  difadvantage,  if  fhe  was  prevented  from  de- 
priving the  enemy  of  thofe  fuccours,  on  M'^hich 
the  fuccefs  of  their  naval  operations  fo  mate- 
rially depended.  Sir  James  Harris  ufed  every 
exertion  in  rcmonftrating  with  the  emprefs, 
againft  the  new  rules  of  maritime  law;  but 
though  he  fucceeded  in  convincing  her  that 
ihe  had  been  duped  by  France  and  Fmflia^ 

into 
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into  the  adoption  of  a  meafure,  which,  under 
the  pretence  of  neutrality,  was  hoftile  to 
£ngland,  he  could  not  induce  her  to  recede.  ^TtSoT 
She  alleged  her  promifes  publicly  given  for 
its  fupport,  and  was  beiides  flattered  with  the 
expedation  of  permanent  glory,  as  the  author 
of  a  new  claufe  in  the  code  of  univerfal  jurif- 
prudence. 

Den  MARK  and  Sweden  having  acceded  to  the  gih  juiy* 
new  fyftem,  which  accorded  with  their  fchcme  ^^.^^i,"''" 
of  commerce,  the  king  of  Pruffia  ufed  every  powerll^" 
artifice  to  inflame  the  emprefs,  and  excite  her 
to  more  refolute  efforts.  He  caufed  inceflant 
reprefentations  to  be  made  againft  the  violation 
of  the  laws  of  neutrality,  in  the  capture  of 
tcount  Byland's  fleet,  and  vainly  endeavoured  Augufb 
to  engage  Catherine  to  guarantee  by  treaty 
the  polTeflions  of  Holland,  in  every  part  of 
Ihe  globe,  as  a  means  of  protefting  the  Dutch 
againft  the  confequences  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  growing  differences  with  England. 
Although  foiled  in  this  attempt,  he  com- 
menced an  infidious  negotiation  to  be  included 
in  the  armed  neutrality,  hoping  eventually  to 
find  fome  pretence  for  a  complaint  againfl 
England,  and  thus  involve  all  Europe  in  a 
general  flame.  This  propofition  was  for  fome 
time  eluded,  but  Frederick  ultimately  found 
means  to  be  included  in  the  league.  His 
influence  at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh  had, 
however,-  in  the  mean  time  greatly  declinedi 
The  emptefs  was  dazzled  by  his  exalted  repu- 
tation, cajoled  by  his  flatteries,  and  had  been 
in  fome  meafure  benefitted  by  his  intrigues ; 
but  his  perfonal  influence  was  now  dangeroufly 
rivalled  by  the  emperor  of  Germany,  for 
whom  Catherine  daily  profefled  an  increaUng 
efleem.  Thefe  two  great  potentates,  early  in 
VOL*  III*  A  A  -  the 
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^xi^^*  the  year,  had  an  interview  at  Mohilow,  on 
,y^^^  the  frontiers  of  Poland ;  a  difcuflion  of  their 
'^^•'  mutual  ifiterefts  produced  mutual  confidence 
and  eftfeem;  and  an  important  fecret  treaty- 
was  concluded  betM'een  them.  As  the  views 
of  Pruffia  manifeftly  tended  to  the  advantage- 
of  France,  and  prejudice  of  Auftria,  every 
circumftance  favourable  to  the  emperor,  was 
proportionately  injurious  to  the  Pruffian  mo- 
narch. His  intrigues  were  now  difregarded  ; 
and  his  agent  Panin  ineffeftually  endeavoured 
to  inftil  into  the  mind  of  Catherine  projefts 
favourable  to  his  views.  The  prince  royal  of 
Pruflia,*  foon  after  the  meeting  at  Mohilow, 
was  fent  to  Peterfburgh,  for  the  purpofe  of 
effacing  the  impreiTion,  made  by  the  emperor 
of  Germany.  France  contributed  to  the 
magnificence  of  his  eftablifliment,  by  a  loan 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  crowns ;  but  his 
reception  was  fo  cold,  that  he  returned  to 
Berlin  difappointed,  diffatisfied,  and  difgufted; 
public  civilities,  and  oftentatious  enteitain- 
ments,  made  no  compenfation  for  his  failure, 
in  the  principal  objects  of  his  journey,  the 
eftabliflmient  of  a  high  political  chara6l^er, 
and  revival  of  an  advantageous  afcendancy.* 
Capture  of  MEANWHILE  the  ftatc  of  fu lien  diflatisfac- 
awcnt.  ^j^^^  which  oecafioned  the  abolition  of  the 
ancient  connedion  between  Great  liritain  and 

f  Afterwards  Frederick  William  II. 

k  On  this  rubje£l,  I  have  confuhcd  the  fiate  papers,  printed  in 
the  periodical  works  ^f  the  time,  and  fmce  collefled  in  an  8vo.  vol. 
publilhcdby  Hatchard,  1801.  The  Life  of  Catherine  II.  Eton"* 
Survey  of  the  Turki/h  Empire,  chap.  x.  Lord  Liverpool's  dif- 
courfe  on  the  Condufl  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  in 
refpeS  to  Neutral  Nations,  ed.  1801,  with  a  new  preface  j  the  Let 
ters  of  Sulpicius  on  the  Northern  Confederacy  j  and  an  ample  official 
Correfpondence  on  all  the  political  tranfaftwns.  1  have  alfo  beca 
faroured  with  much  private  information! 

Holland, 
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Hollaud,  refolved  itfelf  into  adive  hoftility : 
the  myftery,    which  had  covered  the  views 
and  condud  of  the  Dutch,  was  difpelled  by     1780! 
accident ;  and  the  court  of  Great  Britain  was 
impelled  to  a  firm  and  decifive  mode  of  con- 
duft,  as  well  in  refentment  of  paft  treachery,    ' 
as  with  a  view  to  counteraft  the  effeds  of  the 
neutral   league.      The'  Veftal    frigate,    com-  3d  Sept. 
manded  by  ^captain  Keppel,    took,    near  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  a  congrefs  packet. 
The  papers  were  thrown  over-board ;  but,  by 
the  intrepidity  of  an  Englifh  failor,  recovered 
with  little  damage.     The  papers  fully  proved  Dikoverj 
the  perfidy   of  the  Dutch,    who  before  the  »<*  a  treaty 
exiftence  of  any  difpute  with  Great  Britain,  Hoii^d 
had  entered  into  a  formal  treaty  of  amity  andAmc- 
and   commerce  with  the  revolted    Colonies,*  ^^** 
fully    recognizing    their   independence,    and 
containing  many  ftipulations  highly  injurious 
to   England,   and  beneficial  to  her  enemies, 
both  in  Europe  and  America.     Difagreements 
on  fome  of  the  arrangements  had  occafioned 
delays  in  its  completion,  but  Henry  Laurens, 
late  prefident  of  the  congrefs,  who  was  one  of 
the  paffengers  in  the  captured  veffel,  was  au- 
thorized to  negotiate  definitively,  and  enter- 
tained no  doubts  of  fuccefs.     On  his  arrival  6th  oa# 
in  London,  Laurens  wdis  examined  before  the 
privy  council,  and,  on  his  refufal  to  anfwer 
interrogatories,  committed  to  the  Tower. 

The  firft  difcoveiy  of  this  tranfa6lion  oc- 
cafioned a  great  fenfation  in  Holland,  where 
.  the  people  perceived,  with  furprife  and  indig- 
nation, that  they  were  delivered,  by  fadious 

.  *  It  wu  dated  fth  September,  1778  j  f©on  after  the  commencew 
ment  of  boftilities  between  England  and  France 5  and  fevq-al  days 
Wforc  the  firft  complaints  prefented  by  the  Dutch  merchants.  4 
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agents,  *"  into  the  bands  of  France,    and  iii-* 
Volved  in  a  fecret  treaty  for  efpoufing  an  un- 
J780.     certain  caufe,    at  the  expence  of  inevitable 
hoftiiity  with  an  old  ally.     Thefe  fentiments 
Mould    have  been   highly  favourable   to  the 
iladtholder,  had  he    not  negligently  fufFered 
the    opportunity  to  pafs;  but   the  op[X)fins: 
faftion    boldly    avowing   their   agency,    and 
making  their  utmoll  exertions  to  gain  parti- 
zans,  reaped  the  advantages  of  a  decifive  con- 
dud,    and  fecured    a  protection  againft    the 
confequences  of  invcftigation. 
tvhNov.       Sir  Joseph  Yohke  prefented  a  memorial, 
^Th°r  b'  complaining  of  the  hoftile  treaty,  demanding* 
jca.  from  the  ftates  prompt  fatisfaftion,  a  difavowal 

of  conduft  fo  irregular  and  repugnant  to  the 
moft  facred  engagements,  and  the  conftitution 
of  Batavia;  and  the  exemplary  punilhment  of 
Van  Berkel  and  his  accomplices,  as  difturber& 
of  the  public  peace,  and  violators  of  the  law 
i3:h  Dec.  of  nations.  This  memorial  producing  no 
effect,  the  Britifh  cmbaflador  prefented  ano- 
ther, in  terms  ftill  more  cogent  and  definitive, 
announcing  that  ^  denial  of  juftice,  or  evaiion 
of  the  demand  by  filence,  would  be  followed 
10th.  by  hoftile  extremities.  This  remonftrance  alfo 
darcd^*^*  iailing,  a  royal  manifefto  was  ilTued,  declaring 
hofiilities  againft  Holland,  and  explaining,  in 
ck*ar  and  fatisfaftory  terms,  the  king's  mo- 
29th.  lives;  count  Wcldcren  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw from  the  Engliih  court,  and  fome  papers 
which,  juft  before  liis  departure,  he  attempted 
to  deliver,  were  refufed  by  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  bccaufe  the  acxuftomed  relation  l)e- 
tween  tlie  two  countries  had  ceafed,  and  with 

^  The  penflonai-y  Van  Berkel,  and  De  Neufville  of  AmAerdaniy 
who  framed  and  executed  the  treatyi  were  principal  fupporters  of 
the  French  party  in  Holland. 

it 
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it  the  official  and  the  accredited  cliara6ler  of  chap. 
the  embaflador. '  *  l^J^ 

The  rupture  with  Holland  was  announced      1781. 
to  parliament  by  a  royal  meffage,  immcdiati'ly  ^^^^^^^^^ 
after  the  recefs.     The  public  indignation  was  toWriia^ 
fufficiently  excited,   by    the    malignity   and  «»<^n^* 
ingratitude  of  Holland,    to   render  the  war 
popular,  and  the  vigour  and  promptitude  of 
the  preparations  afforded  general  fatisfadion. 
The  meffage  was,  neverthelefs,  debated  with  . 
great  warmth  in  both  houfes,  and  amendments 
moved  to  the  addrelVcs.  The  members  of  oppo- 
fition  infifted,  that  the  infolence  of  the  memorial 
prefented  by  Sir  Jofcph  Yorke,  in  1777,  had 
been  more  efficacious  in  alienating  the  Dutch 
from   Great  Britain,    than  all  the  gold  and- 
intrigues  of  France.     They  maintained,  that 
the  paper  found  in  the  polleffion  of  Mr.  Lau*- 
rens,  was  only  a  proje6l  or  draft  of  an  iricom* 
plete  treaty,  referring  for  its  future  accom- 
plifliment  to  events  yet  undecided.     Miniflers 
were  blamed  with  alperity  for  the  length  of 
the   recefs,    during    which   they   had  added 
another  to  the  formidable  lift  of  opponents, 
while  their  fupincnels,    ignorance,   and  want 
of  judgment,    left  the   country   without  an 
ally. 

The  miniftry  anfwered,  that  t;he  memorial 
delivered  in  1777,  was  comprized  in  terms  fuffi-  . 
ciently  temperate  for  the  occafion;  and  his 
majelty  would  have  been  culpably  negligent 
of  the  national  honour,  had  he  omitted  a  for-? 
cible  remonftrance.  The  offenfivc  treaty  was 
not  a  draft,  but  formally  executed  by  tlic 
penfionary  Van  Berkel,  and  John  de  Neufville, 

I  Taken  from  the  pspcrs  publllhed  by   ai^thority,  and  oftcial 
^orrcrpoiidicnc^, 
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CHAP,  citizen  of  Amfterdam,  on  the  pait  of  Holland, 
^^'      and  by  Lee,   on  the  behalf  of  America.     The 
,7$,.     united  ftates  had  refufed  to  difavow  the  tranf- 
aftion,  and  therefore  fanflioned  the  conftruc- 
tion  that  they  fully  approved  it.     The  recefs 
of  parliament  was  not  contrived  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of    fecret    proceeding;    nor   could  the 
houfes,  if  fitting,  have  received  a  communi- 
cation on  the  fubjeft,  till  the  negotiation 'was 
terminated.      Mr.  Wraxall  made  a  long  and 
able  fpeech  on  the  fubjefl;  of  alliances,   un- 
folding with  precifion  the  views  and  refources 
of  the  principal  European  ftates,   and  recom- 
mending to  government,  a  clofe  and  immediate 
connexion  with  the   emperor   of   Germany. 
If  that  potentate  declared  war  in  our  favour, 
the  neceflity  of  providing  an  adequate  oppofmg 
force,  Mould  fruftrate  all  hopes  of  increafing 
the  French  marine;  and  the  ihock  would  be 
felt  no  lefs  at  Madrid  and  the  Hague,  than  at 
Paris.     The  emperor  might  be  allured  to  our 
caufe,  by  a  liberal  fubfidy  for  enabling  him 
to  take  the  field,   by  yielding  to  him  fome 
important  pofleflions  in  India,  and  by  proteft- 
ing  him  in  opening  the   navigation   of  the 
Scheldt.     This  meafure  would  be  beneficial 
to  him,  and  injurious  to  Holland ;  a  nation 
which  owed  its  origin,  progrefs,  and  protec- 
tion, to  the  foftering  hand  of  England,  and 
yet  joined  the  ftandard  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
againft  its  only  natural  ally. 

The   amendments  moved  in   both  houfts 
were    rejefted ;"    the  lords   entered  on  their 

•  In  the  Iroufc  of  commons  two  amendments  were  moveVI  j  tfcc 
firft  was  rejc^^cd  by  180  to  loi,  the  other  without  a  divifion.  Tlic 
pumber«  in  the  vpper  houfe  were,  againft  the  amendaient  84  $  for 
it  19. 

journah 
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journals  two  protefts,  one  figned  by  nine,  th«  chap. 
other  by  eight  peers.  XL. 

Although  the  tremendous  diforders  of  the  i7«i. 
preceding  year,  occafioned  great  terror  at  J^P"|^J^^ 
direA  appeals  to  large  bodies  of  the  people,  appXtcd. 
the  political  affocialions  formed  in  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom  did  not  diflblve,  but  endea- 
Youred,  by  incendiary  refolutions,  to  re- 
animate the  flame  of  oppofition.  In  many  of 
their  meetings  ftrong  complaints  were  urged 
againft  the  authorities  fuppofed  to  be  now 
firft  granted  to  the  military,  and  individuals 
were  recommended  to  arm  againft  the  attack 
of  furrounding  enemies,  and  all  invafions  of 
their  rights  and  liberties.  The  meetings  of 
thefe  affociations  in  the  counties  and  to^v^lS 
were  highly  alarming,  but  the  danger  was 
increafcd  by  the  novel  and  unconftitutional 
meafure  of  appointing  delegates,  or  reprefen- 
tatives  to  tranfa6l  their  affairs  in  the  capital, 
and  by  mutual  aid  and  advice  give  fupport 
and  efficacy  to  their  petitions.  Burke  received 
from  many  of  thefe  bodies  high  compliments 
for  his  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  reform,  and  in 
compliance  with  their  requefts,  again  brought 
forward  the  rejected  bills  of  lall  year. 

He  introduced  his  motion  by  reading  the  is^hFeb. 
famous  refolutions  refpe^ing  the  increaled  in-  ^on^mV 
fluence  of  the  crown,  the  power  of  the  houfe  cai  reform 
to  correft  abufes  in  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  ^^*"g|.'J' 
lift,  and  the  duty  of  the  commons  to  afford  the 
redrefs  required  by  the  petitions  of  the  people. 
He  confidered  thefe  lelblutions  a  valuable  le* 
gacy  bequeathed  by  the  late  parliament,  and 
an  atonement  for  previous  criminal  fervility. 
They  Avere  the  refult  of  long,  deliberate,  and 
fober  debate,  when  the  houfe  was  well  attend- 
ed, and  a  fpirit  of  economy  pervaded  every 
A  A  4  corner. 
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CHAP,  corner.  He  trufted  the  new  parliament  would 
^^^  confider  it  their  duty  to  carry  into  cfFeft  the 
?7?i.  wiflies  of  the  people,  wiflies  which  had  been 
delivered  in  thunder  and  lightning.  Although 
the  people  had  not  agreed  in  any  lyftera  of  com-? 
plaint,  or  plan  of  reform,  yet  they  had  all  {late4 
either  errors  or  calamities  in  the  admjtiiftratioa 
of  government  and  expence,  which  ought  to 
be  redified.  Though  all  their  propofitionsj 
were  not  prafticable,  they  agreed  in  two  points, 
the  dangerous  influence  of  the  crown,  and  the 
neceflity  for  retrenchment  and  economy.  He 
then  gave  a  narrative  of  the  introdu^tioq  au4 
fate  of  his  former  bills,  complaining  of  the  ver- 
fatility  of  parliament ;  At  firft  crowded  houfe^ 
were  feep  on  every  ftage  of  the  bufmefs,  an4 
they  fliewed  an  apparent  convi6lion  of  having 
no  objeftion  to  the  abftracl  and  general  propo- 
fitions;  but  when  he  proceeded  to  a  Ipecific 
reform,  they  deferted  him  and  his  caufe.  They 
firft  dwindled  off  from  one  auefti^n,  thenfilently 
ftole  away  from  another,  till  at  laft  the  whole 
was  permitted  to  moulder  ami  fh rink  impercep- 
tibly from  the  view  ;  and  he  was  obliged,  after 
much  fatigue  and  no  fuccefs,  to  abandgn  the 
tafk,  with  the  mortifying  refleftion  that  hi^ 
labours  and  tliofe  of  the  houfe  had  produced  no 
benefit  to  the  country.  He  defended  himfelf 
againft  all  imputations  oil  the  revival  of  an 
iinfuccefsful  propoiition,   and  vindicated   hi^ 

f^lan,  as  no  lets  uieful  to  the  king  than  fdutary 
o  the  people.  To  maintain  the  parade  and 
iliew  of  royalty  without  its  power,  was  like  the 
abfurd  vanity  of  robbing  the  manger  to  deco- 
ra|:e  a  ftarved,  emaciated  horfe  with  bells  and 
•frappings ;  while  the  poor  animal,  deprived  of 
ifood,  groaned  beneath  the  wretchednefs  of  or- 
liament.  Tli(?  a<iyice  and  language  he  ufed 
8       ^  pul^ 
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could  not  be  iinfeafonable  or  impertinent  if  adr  chap, 
drefled  to  an  Alexander,  or  a  Charlesf,  fince  ^^^^ 
retrenchment  might  increafe  their  powers  for  ij^u 
war,  and  enable  them  to  difFufe  horror  with 
more  rapidity.  But  to  a  king  like  ours,  whq 
hated  war,  and  loved  peace ;  who  participated  in 
the  interefts,  joys,  and  dilaiters  of  the  people,  it^ 
muft  be  at  once  proper  and  welcome.  A  faftion 
bad  crept  in,and  prevented  that  happy  fympathy 
which  ihould  prevail  between  the  head  and  al) 
the  inferior  niembers  of  the  body  •  this  faftioi^ 
it  was  the  bufmefs  of  parliament  to  crufli,  to 
tear  the  veil  interpofed  between  the  fovereign 
and  his  people,  and  difpel  thofe  clouds  which 
concealed  the  royal  countenance  from  his 
dutiful  and  aifeiSionate  fubjeAs.  Again  ad- 
verting to  the  example  of  France,  Burke  pro- 
pounced  high  encomiums  on  the  principles 
and  fyltem  of  Necker,  That  excellent  ftatefr 
njan,  hefaid,  had  alone  ftood  his  ground  amidft 
the  cabals  and  intrigues  of  a  court,  though 
an  unprotefted  ftranger.  Calumny  might  at-, 
tempt  to  blacken  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  fo- 
vereign; but  it  was  impoffible  to  blind  the 
difcernment  of  that  monarch  fo  far  as  to  obli- 
terate from  his  memory  this  honourable  truth ; 
: — "  he  has  given  me  g,  navy,  and  has  not  laid 
a  tax  on  my  fubjefts."  M^hen  the  refources  of 
France  were  thought  tp  beexhaufted,  and  every 
common  channel  was  known  to  be  dried  up, 
i^ecker  dug  into  the  mine  of  national  treafure, 
went  to  the  fpring  and  fountain-head  of  reve- 
nue, and  by  demolifliing  the  dams  and  dykes  * 
that  ftopped  the  current  of  wealth,  brought 
into  the  Exchequer  the  value  of  fix  hundred- 
ufelefs  places.  France  might  be  obliged  at 
]SL&  to  have  recourle  \o  burthenfome  taxes ;  but 

'flip 
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CHAP,  flic  had  three  yejtrs  fought  Great  Britain  \n'th^ 
J^J^  out  them ;  and  an  exertion  of  three  years  might 
lyti.  give  her  a  decifive  fupcriority  through  the 
vhole  conteft ;  it  might  put  her  fyftem  in  fuch 
a  train  as  to  give  the  tone  and  determine  the 
complexion  of  a  M'hole  century.  It  would 
impart  more  folid  and  pennanent  glory  to  the 
reign  of  Louis  XVl,  than  was  derived  from  all 
the  ill  uftrious  deeds  of  Henry.  IV.  Burke  in- 
voked the  candour  of  the  houfe,  not  to  treat 
the  propofed  meafure  with  infidious  refpeft  in 
its  outfet,  and  tempt  it  to  a  death  ^  of  flow  and 
lingering  torture.  He  Called  on  lord  North 
as  arbiter  of  its  deftiny  ;  intreating,  that  if  he 
meant  to  deal  the  blow  of  death,  he  would  fave 
himfelf  and  the  houfe  much  fatigue,  and  the 
nation  much  anxiety  and  difappointment,  by 
.  determining  the  matter  on  that  day ;  he  M'ould 
then  be,  for  one  day  at  leaft,  a  decifive  minifter. 
Leave  was  given,  without  oppofition,  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  his  majefty's  civil 
aW^feb.  eftablifhments,  limitingpenfions, and  fupprefling 
ufelefs  places.  The  fecond  reading  occafioned 
a  long  debate,  in  which  the  principles  of  the 
meafure,  and  its  probable  effefts,  were  amply 
and  ably  inveftigated.  The  principal  oppo- 
nents were  Mr.  De  Grey,  earl  Nugent,  Mr. 
Rofewame,  Mr.  Percival,  Mr.  Wraxall,  and  Mr. 
Dundas.  They  all  concurred  in  warm  eulogies 
on  the  chaiafter  and  talents  of  Mr.  Burke,  and 
exprefled  diffidence  in  refilling  a  meafure  fa 
plaufible,  and  fo  captivating  to  the  public,  as 
retrenchment  of  expenditure.  Economy  A\'as 
never  more  ncceflfary  ;  but  its  advantages  were 
not  to  be  purchafed  by  the  violation  of  facred 
rights.  In  the  firft  year  of  the  king's  reign  the 
civil  lift  was  eftablilhed  at  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds ;  and  the  additional  fum  of  one 

hundred 
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liundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  was  after*  c  hap. 
wards  given ;  botn  being  fettled  on  him  for  \J^^ 
life.  This  was  a  bargain,  and  one  highly  jjSi. 
advantageous  to  the  public,  made  in  lieu  of  the 
crown  lands ;  the  revenue  was  therefore  to  be 
confidered  as  pofitive  freehold,  as  a  perfonal 
eftate,  held  under  the  faith  and  folemnity  of  an 
equitable  contraft.  The  power  of  parliament 
to  refume  its  own  grants  was  undeniable  ;  but 
it  was  impollible  to  divide  the  ideas  of  their 
omnipotence  from  thofe  of  their  juftice  and 
difcretion.  Economy  was  undoubtedly  defira- 
ble;  but  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  pounds  ^ 
year  would  be  too  dearly  purchafed  by  the 
abolition  of  places  created  by  the  wifdom  of 
our  anceftors,  to  fupportthe  dignity  and  luftre 
of  the  Britifli  crown.  The  increafe  of  influence 
was  an  unfounded  affertion  ;  nor  was  the  pre- 
fent  bound  by  the  vote  of  the  laft  parliament 
on  that  fubjeft.  The  eftablifhed  powers  and 
influence  of  the  crown  had  not  been  abufed,  or 
perverted  to  the  prejudice  of  liberty  and  the 
conftitution.  None  of  the  places  propofcd  to 
be  retrenched  were  created  by  his  majefty,  and 
the  afls  of  his  reign  had  been  highly  favoura- 
ble to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  dihiinu- 
tion  of  undue  influence ;  witnefs  thofe  for 
rendering  permanent  the  falaries  of  the  judges, 
and  for  trying  controverted  eledions,  which 
effeftually  abrogated  the  power,  if  tlie  incli- 
Bation  might  exift,  of  biaffing  the  courts  of 
juftice,  and  pervcrtingthe  fenfeof  the  people  in 
the  returns  to  the  houfe  of  commons.  The  rea- 
fonings  founded  on  the  retrcnchitoents  made  by 
the  king  of  France  were  inapplicable  to  Grea.t 
Britain ;  the  civil  lift,  as  well  as  the  government^ 
were  eflentially  different :  France  was  a  defpotic, 
England  a  free  country.      In  England  the 

throne  , 
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CHAP,  throne  was  built  on  liberty;  in  France  it  relief 
,  ^^J^^    on  the  necks  of  two  hundred  thoufand  foldiers, 
l/Si.      and  was  upheld  by  farmers-general,  by  oppref^ 
lion,  by  fervile  parliaments  bani/lied  at  pleafure, 
by  military  rigour,   and  armed  authority.     If 
the  condu<5l  of  France  was  to  be  cited,  the 
whole  fliould  be  conlidered,  and  unprovoked 
aggreffion  brought  into   view    as  clearly  as 
economical  reform  :  bad  faith  was  always  bad 
policy ;  and  the  greater  evil  of  unjuft  war  would 
fwallow  up  the  Icffer  good  of  economical  re- 
trenchment.    The  dignity  of  the  Britiih  crown 
was  connected  with  the  dignity  and  opulence 
of  the  nation,  nor  could  the  enormous  expences 
into  which  Great  Britain  had  been  forced  by 
the  enemy,  be  repaired  by  fuch  an  unimportant 
•faying  as  the  bill  propofed,   acquired  at  the 
expence  of  individuals  who,  relying  on  the 
good    faith    of   parliament,   conlidered    tjieir 
property  as  fecure  and  permanent  as  freehold 
eftates. 
yirftfpccch      This  debate  was  diftinguilhed  by  the  firft 
wliiiam     parliamentary  exertion  of  the  honourable  Wil^ 
j^itt.  liam  Pitt,  younger  fon  of  the  illuftrious  earl  of 

Chatham.  On  his  rifing  in  the  houfe,  mute 
attention  prevailed  ;  the  genius  of  the  parent 
was  recolleded,  and  the  moft  eager  curiofityAva^ 
excited  to  afcertain  how  great  a  portion  of  it 
was  tranfmitted  to  the  fon.  Such  great  hopes, 
and  anxious  expeflations  were  never  more  fully 
^ccompliihed  ;  the  juvenile  orator  delivered 
himfelf  with  grace,  facility,  and  animation ;  hia 
manner,  which  has  lince  become  fo  elegant, 
M'as  deliberate,  and  jecjually  remote  from  timid 
bafhfulnefs,  and  over- wceningprefumption.  His 
voice  was  rich  and  ftriking;  his  periods  harmo-r 
nious  and  energetic,  wiihout  appearance  of 
art  or  fluiiv  ;  and  his  reaibning  difplayed  all 

the 
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the  fire  of  his  father,  combined  with  that  wliich 
his  father  often  wanted,  metliodical  arrange- 
ment, and  lucid  order.  'TtsT? 

He  gave  hearty  aflent  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  and  thought  a  propofition  for  retrenchment 
of  the  civil  lift  revenue  As^ould  have  come  with 
more  grace,  more  benefit  to  the  public  fervice^ 
if  it  had  fprung  from  the  royal  breaft.     Minif- 
ters  Ihould  have  given  to  the  people  the  confo- 
lation  of  knowing  that  their  fovereign  partici-* 
pated  in  the  fufterings  of  the  empire ;  they 
ought  to  have  fconfulted   the  glory  of  their 
royal  mafter,  and  feated  him  in  the  hearts  of 
his  people,  by  abating  from  magnificence  what 
Avas  due  to  neceflity.     Inftead  of  waiting  for 
the  flow  requeft  of  a  buithened  people,  they 
Ihould  have  courted  popularity  by  a  voluntary 
furrender  of  ufelefs  revenue.     But  if  miniftera 
failed  in  their  duty  ;  ifthey  interfered  between 
the  benignity  of  the  fovereign,  and  the  dif- 
treifes  of  the  public,  and  flopped  the  tide  of 
royal  fymjmthy,  was  that  a  reafon  why  the 
houfeof  commons,  his  majefty's  public  counfel- 
lors,  Ihould  defift  from  a  meafure  fo  congenial 
to  the  paternal  feelings  of  the  fovereign,  fa 
applicable  to  the  wants   and  mifcries  of  the 
people?   The  houfe,  afting  as   faithful  repre- 
fentatives,  ought  to  feize  on  every  obje6l  of 
equitable  refource;   and  furely  none  were  fo 
fair,  fo  probable,  or  fo  flattering  as  retrench- 
ment and  economy.     The  obligations  of  their 
charafter  demanded   an  unhelitating  purfuit 
of  thofe  objefts,  even  to  the  foot  of  the  throne. 
Actuated  by  duty,  they  fliould  advife  the  king 
to  part  with  ufelefs  oflentation,  that  he  might 
preferve  necefTary  power ;  to  abate  a  little  of 
pomp,  that  he  might  afcertain  refpe6l;  to  dimi- 
iiifli  fomewhat  of  exterior  grandeur,  that  he 

might 
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:hap.  niight  increafe  and  fecure  authentic  dignity* 
XL.      It  was  their  immediate  duty,  as  the  commons 

'TJs^  houfe  of  parliament,  to  guard  the  lives,  liberties, 
and  property  of  the  people  :  the  laft  obligation 
vas  the  ftrongeft,  becaufe  property  was  moft 
liable  to  invafion  by  the  fecret  and  fubtle 
attacks  of  influence.  It  could  not  derogate 
from  the  real  glory  of  the  crown  to  accept  th« 
advice;  it  could  be  no  diminution  of  true 
grandeur  to  yield  to  the  refpeftful  petitions  of 
the  people.  Tutelage  might  be  a  hard  term ; 
but  the  guardianlhip  of  that  houfe  could  not 
be  difgraceful  to  a  confiitutiotial  king.  The 
abridgment  of  unneceflary  expence  could  be 
no  abatement  of  ^oyaIt3^  Magnificence  and 
grandeur  were  not  inconfiftent  with  retrench- 
ment and  economy ;  but  on  the  contrary,  in 
times  of  neceflity,  and  uncommon  exertion,  fol id 
grandeur  was  dependent  on  the  reduflion  of  ex* 
pence.  It  was  obferved  early  in  the  debate, 
that  the  bill  combined  two  objefts  which  ought 
to  have  been  feparate ;  reform  and  economy ; 
in  his  opinion,  they  ought  to  go  hand-in-hand ; 
but  the  bill  had  a  third  objcft,  more  important 
than  either,  a  reduction  of  the  influence  of  the 
crown ;  an  influence  more  dreadful,  becaufe 
more  fecret  in  its  attacks,  and  more  concealed 
in  its  operations  tljanthe  power  of  prerogative. 
The  propofed  faving,  it  was  obje6led,  was  im- 
material, a  matter  of  trifling  confideration  when 
meafured  by  the  ncccHities  or  expences  of  the 
times.  This  was,  furely,  a  moft  Angular  and 
unaccountable  fpecies  of  reafoning.  The  cala- 
mities of  the  crifis  were  too  great  to  be  benefit- 
ted by  economy ;  the  public  expences  fo 
^  enormous  that  it  was  ridiculous  to  attend 
to  fmall  matters  of  account.  So  many 
xnillions  had  been  expended,  that  thoufands 

were 
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were  beneath  confideration.     Such  was  the 
language  of  the  day ;  fuch  the  reafoning  by    _ 
wliich  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  difputed.     "itViT 
Much  argument  had  been  ufed  to  fhew  the 
impropriety  of  rcfuminga  parliamentary  grant, 
and   the  right  of  the  houfe  had   even  been 
denied.     The  weaknefs  of  fuch  a  dodrine  was 
its  refutation.    But  it  ought  to  be  remembered, 
that   the  civil  lift  revenue   was   granted  for 
other  purpofes  than  thofe  of  perfonal  gratifica- 
tion.    It  was  granted  to  fupport  the  dignity 
and  interefts  of  the  empire,  to  maintain  its 
grandeur,  to  pay  the  judges  and  foreign  minif- 
ters,  to  maintain  juftice,  and  fupport  refpeft,  to 
pay  the  great  officer^  neceffary  to  the  luftre  of 
the  crown ;  and  it  Avas  proportioned  to  the 
dignity  and  opulence  of  the  people.     But  the 
fum  of  revenue  which  was  neceliary  to  fuftaiti 
the  common  dignity  of  the  crown  and  people 
at  the  time  of  the  grant,  ought  now  to  be 
abated,  as  neceffities  had  increafed.     The  peo* 
pie  who  afforded  that  revenue  under  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  occalion,  Avere  juftified  in 
refuming  a  pait  under  the  preffing  demand  of 
an  altered  fituation.     They  felt  their  right,  but 
exercifed  it  with  pain  and  regret.     They  ap- 
proached the  throne    with    bleeding  heart*, 
afflided  at  the  neceffity  of  applying  for  retrench- 
Dient  of  the  royal  gratification ;  but  the  requeft 
was  at  once  loyal  and  fubmiffive.  'When  he 
confidered  the  obligations  of  the  houfe,  he  could 
not  cherifli  an  idea  that  they  would  difpute 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  was  eflential  to 
the  being  and  independence  of  the  country, 
ye  could  not  believe  that  economy  would  be 
condemned^  or  the  means  of  accompliihing  it 
abandoned. 

Skyekal 
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Several  diftinguiflied  members  of  oppod^ 
tion  exerted  themfelves  in  behalf  of  the  mealurej 
"TJgtT   lord  Maitland  made  his  firft  parliamentary  effay 
^Hie  bill     on  the  fame  fide,  and  fpoke  with  great  ability  ; 
^^^'     and  Burke,  in  his  reply,  furpalfed  the  expecta- 
tions   even  of   his  warmeft   admirers.      The 
motion  for  a  fecond  reading  was,  however,  loft,  ■ 
and  the  bill  rejected,  by  adjourning  the  further 
confideration  for  fix  months. 
Other  DO-        The  Other  popular  efforts  of  \\\t  laftfeflion 
jmiarcr     were  dfo    revived ;    the    bill^  for  excluding 
*°^*'         contractors  and  revenue  officers  from  the  houfe 
lift  Mar.    of  commons,  met  their  fate  on  the  fame  day  j 
both  occafioned  fome  debate,  but  were  rejeCl- 
iifiMay.   ed.  **    Sir  Philip  Jentiings  Gierke  alfo  renewed 
the  propofition  which  Mr.  Gilbert  had  aban* 
cloned,  for  impofing  a  tax  on  places  and  pen- 
fions,  but  his  effort  was  uhfuccefsful.^    The 
loan  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year  was 
expofed  to   cenfures  unufually  fevere.      The 
fudden  rife  in  value  of  the  fubcription  contraftSj 
tifually  called  fcrip,  to  near  eleven  per  cent* 
above  their  original  purchafe,  formed  the  foun- 
fth,  8tb^     dation  for  numerous  imputations  and  motions 
»6th  i^r    ^&2,inft  the  minifter ;  though  his  conduft  was 
ably  defended,  and  fanftioned  by  the  houfe.  ^ 
*iftMarw    The  third   reading  of  the  bill    in  the  lords, 
produced  an  able  fpeech  from  the  tnarquis  ot 
Rockingham;  to  which  no  reply  was  madej 
and  eight  lords  joined  in  a  proteft* 


»  ijj  to  190* 

♦  The  contrac>or*s  bill  by  izo  to  io6  ;  the  other  I3J  t^  S6. 

P  The  bill  was  reje6led  on  the  fecond  reading,  93  to  33. 

*I  The  majority  againft  a  motion  on  the  fubjet5:>,  made  by  Fox,  wjit 
S69  to  izx,  and  on  a  motion  ioi  iDqujiy,  by  Sir  George  Savile,  29^ 
to  163. 

Th£S£ 


G  £  0  R  G  E    lit.  369 

TttESE  were  not  the  only  efforts  to  gain  popu- 
larity by  the  difcuffion  or  queftions  calcolated 

to  intereft  the  public.      The  interference  of     1786. 
the  military  in  fupprcffing' the  late  alarming  shericUo't 

•    A  •    -^      J      *^S  ^      .iT    !_/*!_  11      motion  rt- 

nots  was  introauced  to  the  houfe  by  art  able  fpeaini 
fpeech  from  Mr.  Sheridan.  This  gentleman,  a  ^^^  •"»"- 
na^tive  of  Ireland,  was  advantageoufly  known  ^^^ 
to  the  public  by  the  exercife  of  extraordijiary 
talents  in  dramatic  and  lyric  poetry*  His  ex- 
quifite  wit  and  refined  erudition  afforded  great 
hopes  of  eminence  in  the  fenate ;  hopes  which 
were  furpaffed  by  the  various  excellencies  of 
his  nervous,  rich,  and  beautiful  oratory.  He 
took  his  feat  for  the  town  of 'Stafford,  and  had 
on  more  than  one  occafion,  obtained  the  fa-» 
vourable  attention  of  the  houfe. '  His  hiotions 
were  three;  the  firft  declaring  that  the  military 
force  could  not  juftifiably  be  applied  in  difperf- 
ing  tumultuous  affemblies  of  the  people,  with- 
out waiting  for  directions  from  civil  magiftrates, 
unlefs  outrages  had  broken  forth,  with  fuch 
violence  as  to  overbear  civil  authority,  and 
threaten  the  fubverfion  of  legal  government. 
The  other  two  affirmed  that  the  unprecedented 
order  to  the  militaiy,  on  the  feventh  of  Jund^ 
afforded  lirong  prefumption  of  the  defeAive 
ftate  of  the  police  in  Weftminfter ;  and  required 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  enquire  intd 
the  conduft  of  the  magiftracy  and  civil  powet 
during  the  riots,  and  report  to  the  houfe 
the  (mte  and  government  of  the  city  of  Weft- 
minfter. 

In  fupport  of  thefe  motions^  he  made  afevere 
philippic  againft  government,  delivered  in 
glowing  language,  and  abounding  in  pointed 
jnveftives*      He  defcanted  on  the  miferable 

t  He  made  his  firft  fpeech  the  loth  of  Nofcmber  tyto. 

rou.  Ilia  3  B  ftato 


370  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAlfJiy. 

CHAP,  ftate  of  the  police  in  Weftminfter,  afcribing  i& 
iJj^^  it  all  the  outrages  M'hich  had  raged  without 
X780.  controul  in  June,  and  occafioned  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  railitary  power  in  the  metropolis, 
and  its  extenfion  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 
But  if  tlie  guilt  of  magiftrates  or  deficiency 
of  police  had  occafioned  the  adoption  of  fuch 
an  alarming  expedient;  why  had  government 
perfnitted  the  £ame  juftices  to  continue  in  the 
commiffion  ?  Men  of  tried  inability  atid  con- 
viAed  depravity  !  Was  this  negled  a  plan  ta 
render  the  couutiy  ftill  dependent  on  tlie 
bayonet,  and  muft  the  military  power  ftill  be 
employed  in  aid  of  Cofttiived  weaknefs  4nd  deli- 
berate inattention  r  Some  might  wiik  to  fee  the 
fubjeft  familiarized  to  the  ufe  of  foWiers,  and 
that  they  might  be  reforted  to  on  occafions 
lefs  alarming. 

Only  two  reafonable  excufes  could  fee  af- 
figned  for  the  condud  of  govemfnent  in  the 
otders  iffued  for  the  employment  of  the  military. 
The  firft,  that  the  riots  were  not  produced 
by  the  perfons  who  had  affembled  around  tho 
houfe,  inftigated  by  religious  entliufiafm,  or 
apprehenfive  zeal ;  nor  yet  by  a  fct  of  vagrants, 
who  had  taken  advantage  of  the  occafion  ; 
but  that  they  Avere  the  effcfts  of  deliberate  ancl 
deep  laid  fcheme ;  a  confpiracy  contiived  by 
the  enemies  of  the  country,  to  lay  the  metro- 
. polls  in  aflies,  and  ftrike  at  the  very  founda- 
tions of  the  national  wealth  and  credit.  Such 
was  the  opinion  maintained  by  tlie  lord  chief 
juftice  of  the  king's  bench  iu  parliament,  and 
by  another  judge  on  the  bench;  but  no  pro* 
ceedingin  either  houfe  had  IhcM^n  that  fuch  a 
notion  was  entertained;  and  if  all  the  trials 
were  perufed,    from   tlie  firft^  unhappy  man 

brought 


broilglit  to  the  bar  of  the  Old  Bailey,  up  tttAP. 
to  lord  George  Gordon,  it  would  be  found  ^^p^^^ 
that  he  alone  was  chareed  with  high  treafon.     >7«o. 
He  was  both  leader  and  army  in  this  great 
Inachination  againft  the  (late ;  not  one  of  his 
fubaltems   having   rifen   above    the    humble 
charge  of  felony.     The  ptogreft  of  the  riots^ 
as  well  as  the  evidence  on  the  trials,  would 
prove  the    futility  of  imputing   them  to   a 
regular  fcherae,  or  deep-laid  plot  againft  th6 
country. 

The  other  tcafon  which  might  julHfy 
government  for  the  orders  they  had  iflued,  was 
their  belief  that  the  fubftitution  of  the  militaiy 
for  the  civil  power  was,  in  all  cafes  of  tumult 
and  riot,  fafe,  eafy,  and  conftitutional.  If  this 
doftrine  was  to  be  eftablilhed,  farewel  to  free-* 
dom !  If  this  was  law,  the  country  would  be 
reduced  to  a  military  government  of  the  very 
worft  fpecies,  including  all  the  mifchiefe  of  del*- 

grtifm,  without  the  difcipline  or  the  fecurity* 
ut  it  was  faid  the  Beft  prote6lion  againft  this 
evil  was  foiind  in  the  virtue!,  moderation^ 
and  conftitutional  principles  of  the  fovereign. 
Though  he  contemplated  thofe  virtues  with  as 
touch  reverence  as  any  man,  be  trufted  fuch  a 
foecies  of  liberty  would  never  difgrace  the 
Britilh  foil.  Liberty,  rafting  on  the  virtuous 
inclinations  of  any  one  man,  was  butfufpend^ 
ed  defpotifm;  the  fword  was  not,  indeed,  on 
the  necks  of  the  people,  but  it  hung  by  the 
fmall  and  brittle  thread  of  human  wilL 

After  along  debate,  in  which  the  conduft 

of  governmciit  in  the  fuppreffion  of  the  riots, 

and  the  mdi^ment  of  lord  George  Gordon 

.  were  ably  defended,  the  firft  of  Mr.  Sheridan's 

motions  was  withdrawn,  the  fecond  negatived 
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c;iAP.  ^y   ^  confklerable  itiajority/    and  the  thirrf 

XL-      without  a  divifion. 
'tTso.         The  aflbciatious  and  their  delegates  had, 
Pemion     during  the  whole  feflion,  engaged  much  atten- 
ddcgltet-    tion  of  parliament.      In  tlie  debate  on  the 
xft  Nov.     king's  fj>eech,  lord  Abingdon  espreffed  his  ex- 
peftations,  that  through  them  a  new  order  of 
affairs    would    be    introduced,  which    would 
render  ufelefs  fuch  minutia?  as  addrefles.     He 
wiflied  the  people  might  obtain  a  new  magna 
charta,  a  new  declaration  of  rights;    for  tlie 
prefent  govemnient  was  arbitrary;    a  fyftem 
of  defpotifm  ruling  by  will,  and  not  by  law. 
istiiMar. .  Mr.  Adam  had  juftly  ftigmatized  thefe  commit- 
•  tees  for  fpreading  baleful  effects  over  the  whole 
•country,  and  aflbrding  encouragement  to  its 
enemies.    The  American  congrefe  made  them 
a  principal  engine  in  encouraging  the  people  of 
the  colonies  to  perfiil  in  rebellion,  and  in  their 
publications  defcanted  on  the  diftraftions  occa- 
fioned  in  Great  Britain  by'  the  committees  of 
aflTociation,   as    inducements  to  perfeverancc. 
Thefe  committees,   he  faid,   did  not   confine 
themfelves  to  public  tranfadiions^  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  enemy,  the  dillurbance  of  peace, 
.  or  the  prevention  of  domeftic  unanimity ;  but 
bafely  and  unjuftifiably  attempted  to  ruin  tlie 
charafters  of  individuals  who  oppofcd  their 
views.     He  verified  the  affeition  by  reading 
an  advertifement  of  the  Weftminfter  commit- 
tee, refledtingonhimfelf  fo  grofsly  and  unwar- 
rantably, that  even  thofe  members  of  parliament 
who  were  mod  attached  to  the  alibciations, 
difavowcd  any  fliare  in  the.  tranfa6li6n. 
%d  April,        Thjs:  principle  and  legality  of  thefe  affocia- 

•  J71  to  94. 
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tions,  and  particularly  the  dangerous  fyftem  of  chap. 
fending  delegates,  came  more  fully  into  difcuf-   ^i;^ 
fion,  when  a  petition  iigned  by  thirty-two  of     i7»i- 
thefe  mock  reprefeptg.tivp  of  uncpnfiitutional 
conftituents,  was  offered*  to  the  houfe  by  Mr. 
Duncombe,  and  afterwards,  on  the  motion  of  sihMay. 
Sir  George  Savile  for  referring  it  to  a  com- 
mittee.    The  petition  was  founded  on  that  from 
Yorkiliire,  prefentedto  the  iaft  parliament,  and 
fapported  by  nearly  the  fame  arguments,  with 
the  addition  of  thofe  which  refulted  from  the 
famous  refolutions  on  the  increafing  influence 
of  the  crown. 

Bmides  the  obje6lions  to  th^  contents  of  - 

the  petition,  it  was  reprobated  as  being  iigned 
by  men  who  had  notorioufly  affumed  the  un- 
conftitutional  charafter  of  delegates  and  com- 
mittee men,  who  aflembled  in  that  capacity, 
formed  refolutions,  and  publiihed  them  in  news- 
papers ;   all  which  proceedings  were  founded 
m  a  defign  to  awe  and  controul  parliament. 
The  houfe  was  cautioned  by  lord  Fielding,  to 
beware  of  conjuring  up  a  fpirit  which  the  tre- 
mendous events   of  Iaft  year  alone  had  laid. 
How  far  that  fpirit  would  have  extended,  was 
difficult  to  fay;    but  the  difcontinuance  of  its 
operation  was  fudden  and  remarkable.     The 
aifociated  bodies  had  adjourned  or  diflblved  ; 
converfation  had  undergone  a  material  change; 
appeals  to  the  people  on  the  fiibjeft  of  recur- 
ring to  firft  principles  were  no  longer  made,  and" 
even  news-papers  ceafed  to  be  declamatory  and 
violent.     Mr.  Conrtenay  attacked  thelfe  confe-' 
deracies  with  poignant  raillery ;  comparing" thq 
aiffociations  to  felf-ere6ted  political  hand-poffe,* 
placed  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  to  fliew.  the 
people  what  path  they  fliould  purfue.     He  ani- 

B  B  3  madverted 
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c^AP.  maHverte'd   with  fcvcrity  ou   the    cfaaradei9 
of  tlie  delegfites. 

^'  Their  wife  pivao,  the  beft  compa^nioos  grace. 
Chiefs  oist  of  war»  aitd  mfffiien  oat  of  plape. 
Who  fondly  fttin^e  in  their  hope-fiUM  bowl 
The  f  eaft  of  reafoD  and  the  flow  of  (bul.'' 

The  defence  of  the  cominittces  and  their 

.  delegates    was    principally  founded    on    th^ 

wapt  of  a  pofitive  prohibitory  law.  Sir  George 

Savile^s  motion  was  r^ected^  * 

Mdtioot        The  rc-ele(6lioii  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  a 

rcfp«aing  feat  in  parliament  furniflied  a  topic  for  feve^ 

|f^^^**    ral  raotiops,    in  which  Fox  difplayed   great 

bitternefs  of  inveflhre;    Sir  Hugh  anfwered 

with  temper  and  dignity,  and  the  tranfa^iions 

of  the  courts^martial  on  liim  and  Keppel  were 

often  difcufled;  but  the  fubjeft  had  long  ceafed 

to  intereft  the  public. 

itth  June.      Latje  in  the  feffion,  fox  moved  for  a  com- 

>iotionfor  mittee  to  confid^r  of  the  American  war;  and 

tcToirthe   intimated  his  intention  of  propofing  a  refo- 

American   lution,  •*  that  miniftcrs  ought  inimediately  to 

^^'         take  every  meafure    for    concluding    peace 

with  the  colonics."     In  fupport  of  this  pro- 

pofition,  he  defcanttd   on  the   circumftance^ 

of  the  war,  including  even  the  lateft  intelli- 

gence,  and  inferring  the  abfolyle  impoffibility 

of  conqueft, 

The  motion  operated  a^  a  kind  of  teft  oij 
the  new  members ;  moft  of  the  fpeeches  con? 
tained  fome  general  principles^  or  profeflion^ 
of  political  faith,  and  many  of  thepa  hiilorica( 
reviews  of  the  origin  and  cppdu6t  of  the  war* 
In  anfwer  to/ome  obfervations,  reflecting  on 
t|ip  politiqal  condu6l  of  the  late  earl  of  tha-r 

f  211  to   13}. 

^h^m, 


GEORGE    III.  S75 

itlam,  Mr.  Pitt  made  a  fpeech  of  extraordi-  chap. 
nary  ability,  vindicating  the  whole  parlia-  ^j^^ 
fncntary  conduft  of  his  fother  refpefting  Ame-  1781. 
rica,  as  perfeftly  confiftent  Tlie  earl  had 
always  heartily  reprobated  the  principle,  pro- 
jgrefs,  and  ultimate  obje6ls  of  the  war,  and 
never  gave  a  vote  or  opinion  in  contradiction 
J»  thofe  fentimerits;  The  only  obfervation  of 
lord  Chatham,  on  which  a  contrary  inference 
cauM  .be  founded;  was  an  affertion  that  Great 
Britain  had  a  right  to  impofe  duties  for 
regulation  6f  commerce,  duties  incidental  to 
the  e^tenfion  of  trade,  calculated  for  the 
niutuai  benefit  of  both  countries ;  but  not  a 
tax  for  ratling  a  revenue  in  America,  to  be 
remitted  to  England,  and  difpofed  of  by  par* 
liament 

After  explaining  his  father's  fentiments, 
Mr.  Pitt  ftated  his  o^vn.  The  American  war 
had  been  defended,  he  faid,  with  uncommon 
fervour ;  one  member,  in  the  heat  of  his  zeal, 
had  termed  it  a  holy  war,  and  feveral  others 
had  been  reprehended  for  calling  it  a  wicked, 
€)r  accurfed  war.  For  his  part,  he  was  per- 
fuaded,  and  would  affirm  it  to  be  a  mod 
accurfed,  wicked,  barbarous,  cruel,  unnatural, 
nnjuft,  and  diabolical  war ;  conceived  in  in- 
^uftice,  nurtured  and  brought  forth  in  folly; 
its  footfteps  marked  with  blood,  llaughter, 
perfecution,  and  devaftation.  It  contained 
every  charafteriftic  of  moral  depravity  and 
human  tuq)itude,  was  pregnant  with  every 
fpecies  of  mifchief,  and  threatened  with  de- 
ftruftion  the  miferable  peoi)Ie,  M'ho  were  the 
objeft  of  thofe  black  refentmenls  by  which 
it  was  engendered.  The  mifchiefs,  however, 
recoiled  on  the  unhappy  people  of  Englaqd, 
who  were  made  the  inftruments  to  effeft  thefe 

n  B  4  wicked 
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CHAP,  wicked purpofes.     The  nation  was  drained  of 
^^^    its  baft  blood  and  its  vital  refources  in  mea 
17S1. .  and  money.    The  expence  was  enormous,  the 
return   nothing   but    a  fcries  of   ineflfedive 
vi6lories,    or    dif^raceful    defeats;    %i6i:orie» 
only  celebrated  with  momentary  triumph  over 
our  brethren,  or  defeat  which  filled  tne  land 
with  mourning  for  the.lofs  of  dear  and  valu^ 
able  relations,  flain  in  the  impious  conteft  for 
enforcing  unconditional  fubmiflion ;  or  narra^ 
tives  of  the  glorious  exertions  of  men  drug- 
gling  in  the  holy   caufe  of  liberty,  though 
ftruggling  under  all  the  difficulties  and  dif-* 
advantages  generally    deemed  the  neceffary 
concomitants  of  vidory  and  fuccefs.     What 
Engliihman,  on  reading  the  narratives  of  thefe 
bloody  and  well-fought  contefts,  could  refraii^ 
from  lamenting  the  lofs  of  Britifli  blood  in 
fuch  a  caufe  ?  or  from  weeping  on  whichever 
fide  viftory  might  incline?  to  this  melancholy 
confideration  might  be  added,   that  we  per^ 
ceived  only  our  natural  and  powerful  enemies, 
or  lukevv^arm  and  faithlefs  rriends,    rejoicing 
in  our  calamities,  and  meditating  our  ultimate 
downfall.     The  motion  was  negatived- " 
i8th  July.      The  king  terminated  the  leffion  at  an  un- 
^jon*/*^^  ufually  advanced  period ;  thanking  parliament 
for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  their  duties,  and 
exprefling  his  earneft  ckfire  of  peace,  tliough 
he  would  not  accept  that  bleuing  on  term$ 
inconfiftent  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown,   and  the  pernaanent  intereft  %j^^ 
fpcurity  of  the  people. 

^  J7%  to  9$h 
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CHAPTER   THE    FORTY-FIRST: 
1780—1  78  1. 

Attack  of  the  French  on  Jerfey. — Progrefs 
of  thejiege  of  Gibraltar.  —  Mifery^  and  re- 
lief of  the  garrifon.  —  Brave  Jortie.  —  The 
enemy  land  in  Minorca.  —  Naval  aQions  in 
the  Channel  —  and  off  the  Dogger  Bank. — 
TranfaQions  in  the  fVef  Indies.  —  Capture 
of  Saint  Eufatia ;  — Demarary ;  — Iffequibo^ 
and  Berbice.  —  The  French  fleet  reinforc- 
ed. —  Capture  of  Tobago.  — TranfaQions  in 
America.  —  Lord  CornwaUis  reijiforced. — 
Arnold's  expedition  to  Virginia. — Mutiny 
in  the  American  army.  —  Tarleton  defeated 
Qt  the  Cowpens.  —  Lord  CornwaUis^ s  incur- 
Jion  into  North  Carolina.  —  Royal  flandard 
ereBed  at  Hillsborough.  —  Majfacre  of  the 
loyalifls. — Battle  of  Guildford.  — LordCornT 
wallis  invades  Virginia.  • —  Lord  Rawdon  de- 
feats the  enemy  at  Hobkirk's  Hill.  —  Cam- 
den evacuated.  — Succefs  of  theenemy  inSouth 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  ~  Sufpenfion  ofope^ 
rations.  —  Execution  of  colonel  Haynes.  — 
Battle  at  Eutaws.^^Expedition  of  the  enemy 
againfl  Portsmouth.  —  General  Phillips  ra^ 
ipages  Virginia. — Arrival  of  lord  Cor  ntvallis, 
—  His  purfait  of  La  Fayette.  — Succefs  of 
Tarleton  and  Simcoe.' — Projedsofthe  enemy 
againfl  Netv  York. — : Clinton  requires  troops 
fromVirginia. — Countermands  the  order. — 
Lord  CornwaUis  flations  himfelf  at  York  and 
Gloucefter.  —  Arrival  of  the  French — and 
jSnglipi  fleets.  —  Partial  aQion. — Arnold'^ 
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expedition  to  New  London.  —  York  town  inr 
xejied.  —  Progrefs  of  the  fiege — and  capitu- 
lation. —  E^ffprts  of  Clinton  for  rdi^of  lord 
CornwalUs. 

CHAP.    PEARLY  in  )7S!,  the  FiY'nch  m axle  a  fpirited 
,J^1'^  attempt  to  gain  poii'effion  of  Jerfey.     The 

1781.      remainder  of  the  legion  M'hich  had  failed  iij 
Attack^of   ^11^^   ^^'^^^  j^nother  raifed  hy  the  prince  de 
the  French  Luxemhourg,  were  placed  under  the  command 
o/ijcricy.    of  the  baron  de  Rullecourt.     After  fuftaining 
fome  lofj>and  many  difticultiea  by  tempeft,  the 
baron  landed  with  eight  hundred  men  at  the 
Banc  dcs  Violettcs ;  reached  during  night  St. 
Helier's,  the  capital,  and  took  prifoner  major 
Corl>et  the  lieutenant  governor,  who  figned  a 
capitulation  for  the  whole  ifland.     Fortunately 
other  officers  were  not  iufeded  with  the  fame 
fpirit  of  timidity  :  major  Pieifon/on  whom  the 
command  devolved,  collected  the  troops,  avail- 
ed the  invaders,  who  were  concpntied  in  the 
marketplace,  Avounded  Rullecourt,  flew  aconfi- 
derable  number,  and  compelled  fhe  remainder  to 
furrender  ;  but  he  did  not  furvive  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  valour ;  almoft  the  lall  Ibot  fired  by 
the  enemy  deprived  him  of  life,  and  he  fell  ii^ 
the  prime  of  youth,  and  in  the  moment  of  glory, 
/Sth  June.    Coroct  wa8  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  dcr 
fervedly  fentcuced  to  befupcrfedcd  in  his  cam- 
miifion  of  lieutenant  governor.  * 
'fl^f*         Meanwhile  the  Spaniards  continued  tq 
of  GibS-  dire6l  a  great  portion  of  their  ftrength  againft 
tar.  G  ibraltav.     After  the  departure  of  Rodney  they 

'^'^*     attempted,  by  means  of  fire-ihips,  to  bum  the 
7th  June    fleet  in  the   hay  ;  but  were  repulftd  by   the 
valour  and  judgment  of  the  Britiih  failors,  af- 

«  Befidcs  the  Hi  (lories,  periodical  Works  and  Gatettes,  fee  the 
iife  ot  General  Dumouricz,  vol.  i.  p.  445. 

fifted 
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Irftcd^by  a  wdl  drre6ked  fire  from  the  garrifon*  chap. 
Notwithftanding  this  failure,  they  formeci  a  ^J?;;!^ 
blockade,  and  the  probabilities  of  relief  were-  17J1. 
cKminiilied  by  a  fuccefsful  negotiation  with  the 
emperor  of  Morocco  for  farming  the  ports  of 
Tangier,  Tetuan,  and  Larachc,  from  which 
fupplles  and  information  had  been  hitherto  fre- 
iquently  obtained.  This  ach'antage  was  gained 
by  the  Spaniards  in  confcquence  of  a  blameable 
negligence  of  the  Briti/h  miniftry.  On  th^ 
commencement  of  hoftilities,  propofals  were 
made  to  the  emperor  of  Morocco  for  farming 
thefe  ports,  but  far  from  accediuff  to  a  propofi- 
tion  fo  injurious  to  the  Englifb,  he  imparted  it 
to  general  £Uiot,  requiring  only,  as  the  price 
pf  his  friendihip,  naval  ftores  for  three  veflels, 
to  prote&his  coafis  a&^ainil  the  incenfed  Spa- 
niards, the  value  of  which  did  not  exceed  fifteen 
hundred  pounds.  EUiot,  ftruck  with  this  difin- 
tereftedqefs,  advifed  the  Britifli  govermnent 
to  double  the  emperor's  demand,  in  order  to 
retain  fo  valuable  a  iriein) ;  but  he  had  the 
mortification,  on  Rodney's  arrival,  to  find  that 
he  brought  no  anfwer  to  the  requeft.  Ample 
time  was  afterwards  allowed  for  the  miniftry 
to  repair  their  overfight;  but  after  repeated  ap- 
plications to  the  Britifh  conful  to  learn  the 
fuccefs  of  his  application,  the  Mooriih  mo- 
narch gradually  withdrew  his  countenance 
and  proteftion.  He  firft  permitted  the  Spa- 
niards to  capture  Britiih  veffels  within  his 
ports,  his  officers  anfwering  the  remonftrances 
of  Mr.  Logie,  the  conful,  with  harflinefs  aiid 
jnfult.  Soon  afterwards  the  emperor  command-  10th  oa 
pd  Mr.  Logiq  to  be  conduced  into  his  pr-efence,  f 
^ud  after  reproaching  the  Englifti  nation  in 
terms  of  great  bitternels,  ordered  him  to  make 
\iU  abode  af  Sallep.     The  conful  had  the  addrefs 

to 


380  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  to  foftcn  his  refentment,  and  even  obtained  a 
XLi-      temporary  protedion  for  his  fellow-fubjefls ; 

'^sT^    but  the  Spaniards  ftitl-augmentTng  their  offers, 
while  no  counter-propofal  was  made  by  the 

•4th  Nov.  Britifli  niiniftry,  the  emperor  at  length  con-r 
fented  to  baniih  the  fubjecls  of  the  crown  of 
England  from  bis  dominions.  He  not  only 
continued  unmoved  by  the  intreaties  and  re^- 
monftrances  of  Mr.  Logie,  but  increafed  his 
feverity  by  alienating  the  port  of  Tangier  to 
Spain,  in  coufequence  of  which  the  conlul  and 
all  the  Englilh  Mere  made  prifoners,  and  treated 
ii^ith  great  inhumanity,  till  the  court  of  Madrid 
confented  to  their  relcafe, 

l>;ftref«of      This  event  was  a  fevere  misfortune  to  the 

tbegam-  beficgcd  garrifon,  who  had  almoft  confumed 
the  fupplies  brought  by  Rodney,  and  were  re^ 
duced  to  the  utmoftdiftrefs,  which  the  Spajiiards 
increafed  by  intercepting  fmall  veflels  from 
Minorca  and  other  ports,  and  by  deftroying 
the  gardens  without  the  lines.  The  fcurvy 
made  dreadful  rava^ts,  and  the  gaififon  expe- 
rienced the  moft  exceflive  roifery.  ** 

11th  April      From  this  extremity  of  wretchednefs  they. 

R«iic!ld  '   ^^'^^'^  ^t  length  relieved  by  admiral  Darby,  who 


^y  Darby. 


^  As  a  proof  of  the  extreme  diftrefs  of  th^  garrifop  during  this 
period,  the  following  are  fele5\ed  from  a  long  litt  of  articles  which 
ind  advanced  to  prices  proportionately  exorbitant.  Frefli  beef, 
veal,  and  mutton  4 j.  io{</*i  coined  betf  a/,  jid.i  potatoes  a/. 
6d. ;  Sugar  17  /.  id.  and  buii'cuit  duft  from  10  ^.  to  i  /.  per  pound, 
*  *  »d  ouartei 
milk  and 
irge  with  pigs  j^.  ^Q.  j  a  go:it  and  kid  /^.  13.;  a 
guineas,  reicrving  to  the  vendor  a  pint  of  milk  per  diem.    The  weekly 


The  hind  ouarter  of  a  (heep,  with  the  head  and  tail,  ^.7.  10/.  5  a 
pint  of  milk  and  water  i  j.  3 1/. ;  a  living  pig  £,  9.  141!  9  ^.  a  (ow 
large  with  pigs  jC*  ^Q*  i  a  go:it  and  kid  /^.  13.;  a  milch   cow   50 


allowance  of  the  ibldier  (and  many  had  children  to  maintain  out  <tf 
it)  was  5  pounds  and  9.  (quarter  of  bread  $  i^  oz.  ot  fait  beef;  13  oz,. 
oTpcrk,  both  almoft  in  a  Gtnte  of  putre/cence  ;  a  oz.  and  i  of  butter, 
little  better  than  inncid  oil  $  ii  oz.  of  taitins  ;  half  a  pint  of  peafe  $  a 
oint  of  Spaniih  beans  ;  a  pint  of  wheat,  which  they  ground  into  flour 
lor  puddings  ^  4  oz.  of  rice,  and  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  oil :  the  inha- 
(utants  had  no  ailtftance  from  th«  ftores. 

convoye4 


6  E  0  R  G  E    III,  S8\ 

conveyed,  with  the  grand  fleet,  near  a  hundred  chap. 
ihips  laden  with  provifions.     The  garrifon  had     ^^h. 
been  apprifed  of  his  approach,  and  at  day-break    ^%i. 
his  fleet  was  defcried  from  the  fignal  houfe, 
though  not  yet  difcernible  from  below,   by 
reafon  of  a  thick  mift.     But  whejii  the  rifing 
fun  difperfed  the  vapour,  the  anxious  garrifon 
were  gi-atified  with  the  view  of  the  whole  con- 
.  voy,  led  byfeveral  men  of  war,  fteering  towards 
them  in  a  compad  body.     The  ftores   were 
landed  in  fpite  of  oppofition  from  the  Spanilli 
gun-boats  and  land-batteries,  and  Darby,  hav- 
ing completed  his  tafk,  failed  for  the  Channel. 

The  joy  of  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  re-  The  town 
ceived,  however,  a  fevere  check  ;  for  the  fleet  ^«»^«^- 
was  fcarcely  moored,  when  the  Spaniards  opened 
a  fevere  battery  and  bombardment  on  the  gar- 
rifon and  town.  The  fire  impaired  the  fortifi- 
cations; brought  down  large  quantities  of  fronc 
and  rubbi(h  from  the  rock,  which  blocked  up 
the  way  and  rendered  repairs  difficult,  and  by 
deftroying  the  dwellings  and  warehoufes,  laid 
open  thoife  ftores  of  provifion  which  the  mer- 
chants had  amaffed  to  deal  out  in  fcanty  por- 
tions, and  at  exorbits^nt  prices.  The  foldiery 
indulged  in  licentious  plunder  and  wanton 
deftrucSion;  drunkennefs  and  infubordination 
threatened  the  moft  fatal  effects,  but  were  fup- 
prefled  by  a  judicious  mixture  of  temporaiy  for- 
bearance, and  fubfequent  wholefome  feverity. 

The  Spaniards  now  appeared  to  have  re- 
nounced all  thoughts  of  a  blockade ;  provifions 
were  received  witliout  reftraint,  and  a  fecond 
convoy  from  England,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Curtis,  quieted  every  apprehenfion.  But 
the  heavy  cannonades,  andprofufc  difcharges  of 
Jhells,  both  from  batteries  and  gun-boats,  daily 

harralied 
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CHAP,  harraffedthe  garrifon,  while  the  works  of  the 
xu.  befiegers  proceeded  with  an  alarming  rapidity- 
^%u^  As  a  protedion  againft  the  g^un  and  mortar 
boatSy  Elliot  cut  down  fome  bn$;3,  and  convert- 
ed them  into  pratnes  fiimiflied  with  artillery. 
His  judicious  and  well  direfted  fil«  did  tre- 
mendous execution,  blew  up  batteries  and 
proftrated  works ;  but  the  diligence  and  perfe* 
Verance  of  the  befiegei-s  ftill  enabled  them  td 
continue  their  approaches ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  every  oppofition,  their  fourth  line  wa^ 
completed,  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of 
the  walk,  and  fo  ftrong  as  to  refill  the  fiie  of 
the  garrifon. 

Fkwer  lives  were  loft  in  thde  tremendous 
aflaultis  than  would  natuhilly  be  imagined,  as 
iiA  Apr.   in  a  period  of  fifty  days  of  the  tnoft  violent  at* 
jSjaV,^       tack  on  the  town  and  garrifon,  during  which 
the  enemy  were  computed  to  eltpend  fifty-fix 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fikty  ihot,  and 
twenty   thoufand   one    hmidred  and    thirty-* 
four  fiiells,  not  more  than  feventy  were  killed 
and  wounded.    ITie  troops  were  accuftoraed, 
after  fix  months  bombardment,  to  the  difcharge 
and  eifed  of  heavy  artillery;  the  firing  of  the 
enemy  had  fliewn  the  weak  places  in  the  for- 
tification, which  the  governor  and  engineers 
were  indefatigable  in  Ihengthenging,  fo  that 
the  garrifon  was  in  faft  in  a  better  ftate  of  de- 
fence than  at  tlie  beginning  of  the  attack. 
AiANoir.       To  free  himfelf,  however,  from  the  conti* 
JjJJ^^^***    g^ity  of  the  enemy,  Elliot  executed  a  bold  and 
fortunate  enterprizCi     Having  received  from 
a  delcrtcr  correal  information  of  the  pofition, 
ftrength,  and  guards  of  the  eneiny,  he  ordered 
all  tl)e  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of  the  gar- 
rifon, together  with  the  twelfth  regiment,  and 
"  3  the 
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the  German  regiment  called  Hardenbefg's/  to 
ftiTemble  on  the  fands  at  midnight,  and  aflail 
thofe  ftupendous  works,  the  conttruftion  of  ^^%^^ 
ivhich  had  cod  fo  much  labour  and  expence. 
With  laudable  prudence,  the  general  kept  his 
Intentions  profoundly  fectet  till  after  fun-fet 
on  the  evening  when  tliey  were  to  be  executed: 
the  remaining  interval  wa3  paft  in  confultatiou, 
and  the  arrangement  of  meafures  for  infuring 
fuccefs.  The  detachment  confiftcd  of  two 
thouiand  and  fourteen  men,  befides  tliree  hun- 
dred failors ;  they  were  commanded  by  briga* 
dier  general  Rois,  but  the  valiant  governor 
of  the  garrifon  attended  inperfon.  Although 
Jiis  orders  to  obferve  profound  iilencc  were 
ftriflly  obeyed,  the  enemy  were  ahirmed,  ana 
their  centric^  fired  on  the  detachment.  The 
Britifli  troops  havilig  now  no  refource  but  their 
impetuous  courage,  preffed  refolutcly  forward  j 
the  Spaniards  fled  in  every  direftion,  and  in  an 
hour,  by  the  induftry  and  judgment  of  the 
pioneers  and  artillery,  the  flames  burft  forth 
from  every  quarter  of  the  works,  ilhiminating 
the  troops  and  all  the  furrounding  objedls  with 
a  grand  and  horrific  glare;  The  detachment 
regained  the  fortrefs  in  fafety,  after  laying 
trains  to  the  magazines,  which,  throwing  up 
large  malfes  of  timber  in  their  explofion,  aug* 
ihented  the  conflagration.  It  was  fingukr 
that  the  Spaniards  made  no  effort  to  protedl 
their  works  or  prevent  retreat ;  they  were  fa 
little  apprehenfive  of  a  fortie,  that  the  report 
of  the  commanding  officer  was  found-  already 
written  againft  the  relief  of  guard,  declaring 

c  Tt  was  a  remarkable  circumftance  that  thefe  two  regimtotft^ 
fubje6ls  of  different  powers,  and  i«lc£l<d  for  this  Qm^'tQC,  fokuglit  fidf 
hy  fide  at  the  battle  of  Mindeo* 

'that 
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CHAP,  t^^t  "  tidthing  extraordinary"  had  happetie<}« 
XLL      The  lofs  fullained  by  the  Britifli  eonfifted  in 
^"^^z^   four  privates  killed,  one  lieutenant  with  twen- 
ty-four non-commiitioned  officers  and  privates 
wounded,  and  one  miffing;  and  great  part  of 
this  cafualty  was  occafioned  by  two  of  the 
divifions  firing  on  each  other  in  the  dark  by 
miftake.     Ten  thirteen-inch  mortars,  and  eigh- 
teen twenty-fix  pounders  were  fpiked  in  the 
works;    and  the  deliberation  and  order  ob- 
fcrved   were  fo  p^erfeft,  that  neither  mufket, 
working-tool,  nor  any  other  implement  was 
loft.     The  fuccefs  exceeded  the  moft  fanguine 
expe61ation,  and  juftified  the  expreffion  of  the 
general  in  his  public  orders,  tliat   "  the  bra* 
very  and  conduct;  of  the  whole  detachment, 
officers,  failors  and  foldiers,  on  the  glorious 
occafion,  fuipaffed  his  warmed  acknowledge* 
ments." 
Theenemy      While  the  Spaniards  were  exerting  their 
land  in       force  in  unavailing  attempts  on  Gibraltar,  they 
Minorca,    ^^^.^  undertook,  in  conjunction  with  the  French, 
the  conqueft  of  Minorca.     With  a  combined 
force  of  iixteen  thoufanci  men,  commanded  bv 
the  duke  de  Crillon,  and  a  fuitable  train  of 
aothAiig,  artillery,  they   efiefted   a  landing,  and  com- 
menced the  fiege  of  St.  Philip's  caftle,  the  prin* 
cipal  fortrefs  of  the  ifland.     Their  progrefs  was 
not,  however,  comraenfurate  to  their  expeda* 
tions,  and  the  year  was  waftied  in  unfuccefsful 
efforts. 
Naval  After  convoying  this  armament,  the  com* 

fi^'chan.  ^^^^^  fleets,  amounting  to  feventy  fail,  fifty  oi 
ad.  "  which  were  of  the  line,  and  fome  of  the  Jargeft 
rate,  reached  the  coaft  of  England,  and  oc- 
cupied the  mouth  of  the  Channel,  from  the 
lilands  of  Scilly  to  Uiliant.  1  he  deftru6tion  of 
the  Englifli  marine  was  How  confidently  ex- 
^  peeled, 
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pelted;  but  admiral  Darby  having  received  chap. 
information  of  the  approach  and  ftrength  of     ^^** 


the  enemy,  prudently  retired,  with  only  twenty ->  *7»t. 
one  fail  of  the  line,  into  Torbay,  to  await  an 
attack.  The  French  and  Spanifli  commanders 
however  differed  in  opinion,  and  in  a  council 
of  war,  the  propofition  to  aiTail  the  Engliih 
fquadron  in  harbour  was  over-ruled  by  a  large 
majority.  After  fome  unavailing  attempts  to  Sept. 
intercept  the  homeward-bound  trade,  this 
mighty  armament  was,  at  an  early  period,  of 
th^  year,  compelled,  by  the  ficknefs  of  the 
crews,  and  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  fliips,  to 
return  to  port  without  effeding  any  exploit 
worthy  of  notice.  Darby,  now  reinforced  to 
thirty  fail'  of  the  line,  cruifed  with  fo  much 
vigilance  and  fuccels,  that  the  Britifh  trade  was 
fecure  from  moleftation. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  year,  many  naval  events  Engage- 
occurred  highly  honourable  to  the  naval  cha-  "^"*  ^-  j 
rader  of  the  nation.     Admiral  Hyde- Parker,  paJte-'and 
returning  from  the  Baltic  with  a  convoy,  was  Zounman. 
encountered  near  the  Dogger  Bank  by  the  i^^Aug," 
Dutch  admiral  Zouttman,  with  a  force  confi- 
derably  fuperior,  both  in  number  and;condition« 
Tlif>I>utca  did  not,  like  their  new  allies  the 
French  and  Spaniards,  avoid  an  engagement ;-' 
but  both  admiraU  having  taken  the  neceffary 
meafures  for  the;fafety  of  their  convoys, .com- 
menced an  adion  in  which  ikill,  judgment^ 
and  valour,  were  equally  confpicuous  on  either 
ikle. .  They  did  not  fire  till  within  muflcetlhot,. 
and  fH)tntinued  with  unremitting  fury  for  three 
hours  and  a  half.     The  difablcd  fleets  lay-to 
for.  fome  time,  repairing  their  damages,  whea 
the  Dutch  admiral  bore  away,  unoppofed,  for 
the  Texel,  Parker  not  being  in  a  condition  to 
attempt  purfuit.     Both  fquadrons.  fuffered  fe* 

yoi,.  III.  c  c  rerely ; 
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CHAP,  verely ;  the  Englifli  loft  one  hundred  and  four 

i3,-uj'  killed,    and   three  hundred    and   thirty-nine 

178**     wounded;    the  Dutch  did  not  publifli  their 

official  return^  but  their  killed  and  wound^^d 

were  calculated  at  twelve  hundred.      Their 

Ihips  were  dreadftilly  fliattered;  the  Hollandia 

funk  in  the  night  after  the  engagement,  with  ail 

her  wounded  on  board,  and  the  reft  could  with 

difficulty  be  kept  above  water  till  they  reached 

the  port.  Although  no  advantage  of  capture  re- 

fulted  to  the  Britifli  fleet,  the  glory  ot  vidory 

.  was  theirs,  and  the  Dutch  convoy  was  unable  to 

proceed  on  its  voyage.     The  brave  admiral^ 

on  his  return  to  the  Nore,  received  the  honour 

of  a  royal  vifit  on  board  his  (hip;  but  no  a£te 

of  civility  or  condefcenfion  could  alter  his  rc- 

folution  of  refi^ning  his  command,  which  was 

imputed  to  indignation   at  the  infufficiency 

and  bad  condition  of  his  fleet. 

Unfucccfs-     I^  *^  Wed  Indies,  the  perfidy  and  ingra- 

fill  attempt  titude  of  the  Dutch  received  a  fevere  correc- 

t^ncoit'g.  ^^^^'     ^^^  George  Rodney  returning  towards 

-   *  the  clofe  of  the  preceding  year  from   New 

York,   made,   in    conjunction    with    general 

Vaughan,  a^fruitleis  attempt  to  recapture  St. 

sd  Feb.     Vincent's.      Being  foon  afterwards  apprised 

^apiV^J  ®^  of  the  rupture  with  Hdland,  he  furrounded 

SL;    *^*"  with  his  fleet  St.  Euftatia,  4in  ifland  df  ftnall 

extent,  but  ftrongly  fortified  by  nature.    The 

inhabitants,    compofed  of  almoft  all  trading 

saiions,  could  not  be  <iombined  i^tvie^s^  of 

defence,  which  the  confiernatioil  of  fo  fud^en 

an  attack,  rendered  hopelefs;    thcf  governor, 

M;deiGraaf,  furrendered  the  ifland,  with ^4t8 

dependencies,  St.  Martin's  and  Saba,  and'  the 

vii9x>rs  poflefled    th^mfelves    of  an   immenfe 

treafore.     No  fmall  indignation^  was  excited  by 

a  difcovery  that  much  of  the  merchandize  was 

v^fhe 
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<hc  property  of  firitifh  fubjefts,  and  apparently  c  H  a  f. 
intended  for  the  ufc  of  the  enemy.  Under  JS^i^^ 
the  mfluence  of  this  impreffion,  the  admiial  «7*»* 
rejefted  with  difdain  the  application  of  the 
merchants  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  the  neareft  Eng- 
liih  ifland,  inforced  by  Mr.  Glanville,  their 
folicitor  general,  for  a  reftitution.  Hisfeverity 
"VPas  fuppofed  to  exceed  the  limits  of  juftice, 
and  became  the  fource  of  much  fubfequent 
litigation.*  Befides  the  property  on  fhore, 
valued  at  four  millions,  a  frigate  of  thirty-fix 
grins,  five  fhips  of  war  of  interior  force,  and 
a  hundred  and  fifty  fail  of  merchantmen,  were 
taken  in  the  bay,  and  a 'fleet  of  thirty  fail 
richly  laden,  witn  their  convoy  a  fixty-four, 
were  purfued  and  brought  back.  The  flag  of 
Holland  was  kept  for  fome  time  flying,  and  by 
means  of  this  decoy,  feveral  Frencli,  American, 
and  Dutch  veflTels  became  an  eafy  prey.  All 
the  refults  of  this  acquifition  were  not  however 
advantageous  to  England :  the  neceffity  of  dif- 
pofing  of  the  merchandize  facilitated  the  pur- 
cHafes  by  the  fubjefts  of  all  neutral  powers,  who 
notwithflanding  every  precaution,  conveyed  the 
articles  to  the  enemy  at  a  cheaper  mte,  and  in 
greater  plenty,  than  they  could  otherwife  have 
been  procured.  The  captured  treafure  was 
difpatched  to  Europe  with  a  convoy  under 
commodore  Hotham,  but  twenty-five  of  the 
fliips  were  taken  by  a  French  fquadron  under  »dMay, 
de  la  Motte  Piquet,  and  thus  the  wealth  of  St. 
Euflatia  continued  to  enrich  the  enemy.  The  »6th  Nor, 
ifland  itfelf  was  furrendered  to  the  French  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  year,  in  a  mofl  difhonour- 
able  manneri  by  colonel  Cockbum. 

'  See  tke  psptrt  in  the  Atmfmbranctrj  tqK  xi.  p.  «93«  V7»  34** 

G  c  e  Anothek 
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Another  attack  on  the  property  of  the 
Dutch  was  made  by  a  fquadron  of  privateers^ 
moftly  equipped  from  B/'iftol,  who  boldly 
entering^  the  difficult  rivers  of  Demarary  and 
Iirequibo,  captured,  under  the  very  guns  of  the 
forts,  fe  veral  veffels  of  confiderable  val  ue.  The 
terrified  inhabitants  immediately  furrendered 
thefe  fettlements,  together  with  the  ifland  of 
Berbice,  to  the  governor  of  Barbadoes;  tliey 
claimed  only  the  terms  ailowed  to  St.  Euftatia, 
but  were  treated  with  much  greater  lenity. 

Meanwhile  a  French  fleet  of  twenty-five 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  one  of  fifty  guns,  failed 
from  Breft,  commanded  by  de  Sutfrein  and 
de  Grafle;  they  had  on  board  fix  thoufand 
land  forces,  and  convoyed  a  merchant  fleet  of 
nearly  three  hundred  fail.  Twenty  of  the  veflels 
of  the  line,  and  the  fifty  gun  fliip,  proceeded 
for  Fort  Royal  in  Martinique,  where  a  junc- 
tion with  the  French  fleet  already  in  that  quar- 
ter would  give  a  decided  fuperiority  ove? 
the  Britilh  force.  Rodney  detached  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  and  admiral  Drake,  with  feventeen  fail 
^f  the  line,  to  cruize  off  Fort  Royal  Bay,  for 
the  purpofe  of  intercepting  the  French  admiral; 
an  engagement  took  place,  but  although  the 
French  were  augmented  by  reinforcements  to 
a  majority  of  iix,  they  remained  at  fo  great  a 
diftance,  that  not  one  in  ten  of  their  iJiot  took 
efl'ect.  Some  of  the  Britiih  Ihips^  attempting  to 
prds  into  dofer  action,  fuffered  feverely,  but 
the  contelr  was,  on  the  whole,  undecilive  and 
unimportant. 

0\  the  arrival  of  the  Rnflfel  at  St.  Euftatia^ 
in  a  {battered  condition,  Rodney'fpeedily  com- 
pleted his  repairs,  and  proceeded  to  Barbadoes. 
The  French  commanders  having  failed  in  an 
attack  on  St.  Lucie^  were  engaged  in  thereduc-^ 

tion 
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tion  of  Tobago.     Rodney  with  his  whole  fleet  chap. 

came  in  fight  of  the  French  fquadron,  but  al-     ^^^r. 

though  they  no  longer  fliewed  their  ufual  dif-     1781. 

pofition  to  avoid  an  engagement,  and  he  had  *^^^  ^*^* 

the  advantage   of  wind,    prudential   reafons 

juflified  Ijim  in  declining  a  conteft  attended 

with  great  'riik  and  little  probable  advantage. 

The  iiland  was  valiantly  defended  and  judici-  ad  Jane. 

oufly  reinforced,  and  de  Bouillc,  only  efFeded 

its  redu&ion  by  the  inhuman  and  unmilitary 

pra6lice  of  burning  four  plantations  every  day, 

till  the  governor  capitulated.     This  conqueft 

terminated  the  military  operations  of  the  year 

in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  French  fleet  being  5th  Au^f. 

augmented  by  five  fail  of  the  line  at  Hifpaniola, 

de  Grafle  proceeded  to  the  Chefapeak,  while 

Rodney  returned  to  Europe  for  the  benefit  of 

his  health,  leaving  the  command  of  the  fleet  to 

Sir  Samuel  Hood. 

The  tranfaclions  on  the  continent  of  Ame-  Tnnfiic- 
rica  fince  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign  in  the  ^{,1"^ 
Carolinas,  had  been  highly  momentous.     The 
fpirit  of  difaffedion  which  received  a  rude 
iliock  by  the  vi6lory  at  Camden,  was  revived 
by  the  defeat  of  major  Fergufon  ;    lord  Corn- 
wallis,  though  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  South 
Carolina,  obtained  from  Virginia  a  reinforce-  ,9th  Dec. 
ment  of^two  thoufand  fix  hundred  men,  under      1780.  * 
general  Leflie,   with  whofe  afliftance  he  ftill  ^[^^nj, 
purfued  his  projeft  of  penetrating  into  North  reinforced, 
Carolina. 

I N  c  I T  E D  by  the  ftate  of  Wafliington's  army,  AmoWi 
and  the  defire  of  making  a  diverfion  favour-  fxp«^i*»« 
able  to  lord   Coniwallis,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  gilJLu"^' 
difpatched  brigadier-general  Arnold,    at  the 
head  of  eighteen  hundred  men,  to  eftablifh  a 
poft  at  Portfmouth  on  Elizabeth  river,  and  to 
make  an  excurfion  into  Virginia,  to  intereft  the 

c  c  3  natives 
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CHAP«  natives  on  that  fide,  in  ord^r  to  favour  lord 
J^J^  Cornwallis's  retreat,  (liould  it  become  neccffary 
1780.  under  the  circumftances  in  which  he  found 
jfihPcc.  hijnfeif  engaged.  .  Arnold  was  infiru^led  only 
to  firike  at  the  enemy's  magazines  if  he  could 
afFeft  them  without  too  much  riik,  and  to 
conciliate  the  inhabitants  by  liberal  proclama* 
tions.  With  a  laudable  prudence,  which,  how- 
ever, fubfequent  events  proved  to  be  unne-- 
ceffary,  Clinton  fent  with  Arnold  lieutenant- 
colonels  Dundas  and  Simcoe,  recommending 
them  as  officers  of  great  experience  and  merits 
in  whom  he  placed  implicit  confidence,  and 
with  whom  Arnold  was  enjoined  to  confult  on 
every  operation  of  confequence.  Lord  Com- 
wallis  was  alfo  apprized  of  the  extent  and 
motives  of  this  expedition,  and  invefted  with 
power  to  fuperfede  Arnold  in  the  command. 
joth  Dec.  That  brave  officer  arriving  with  only  a  thou* 
fand  men  in  Hampton  road,  proceeded  up 
James  river,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days, 
deftroved  a  valuable  cannon  foundry,  a  large 
quantity  of  public  flores,  and  many  veflels 
richly  laden  in  James  and  Appomatox  rivers, 
and  fucceeded  in  eftablifliing  the  required  poft 
at  Portfmouth. 
iftTan.  The  difcontents  in  the  American  army,  of 

1781-   ,     which  the  Britilh  commander  had  gained  in-r 
rtieAmc-"   telligcncc  by  intercepted  mails,  now  arofe  to 
ri<:wiarmy.  a  tremendous  height.     They  originated  in  the 
mifery  of  the  troops  for  want  of  pay,  cloath« 
ing,  and  even  food;  congrefs  was  unable  to 
afford  the  requifite  fupplies,  and  the  army  pro- 
ceeded  from  murmurs  to  open  complaint,  and 
at  length  to  revolt.     With  the  year  the  term 
of  inliftment  of  feveral  corps  expired ;    an4 
the  whole  Penfylvania  line,  taking  advant* 
age  of  the  period,  difmiflfed  tjieir  officers,  and 
^  feizing 


GEORGE    III. 

feizing  fix  field  pieces,  declared  their  refolu- 
tion  to  obtain  juftice  from  congrefs  at  Phila-  _ 
delphia*  Sir  tlcnry  Clinton  hoping  to  derive  1781. 
advantage  from  this  critical  revolt,  ofi^ered 
proteftion  and  pardon,  and  a  full  liquidation  of 
all  demands,  to  thofe  vrho  would  Join  him, 
ftipulating  only  for  allegiartcc  and  fubmiffion 
to  the  Britilh  government;  and  not  even  re- 
quiring their  fer^ice  in  the  royal  army,  unlefs 
they  would  enter  as  volunteers.  The  revolt- 
crs,  however,  inftead  of  yielding  to  thefe  pro- 
mifes,  gave  up  the  Britifli  meffengers  to  ge- 
neral Wayne,  their  commanding  officer,  and 
congrefs  having  fent  commiffioners  to  nego- 
tiate an  arrangement,  mutual  conceffions  were 
made,  and  half  the  re volters  returned  to  the  15th  Jao. 
fervifcc.  Thus  this  great  event  produced  no 
other  confeqnence  than  that  of  facilitating 
general  Arnold's  progrefs,  by  preventing  Walh- 
ington  from  fending  detachments  to  oppofe 
him. 

Such  was  the  general  refult  of  operations  state  of 
defigned  to  favour  lord  Cornwallis.  When  *^  ^'^ 
that  nobleman  commenced  the  campaign, 
general  Greene  was  encamped  near  Hick's 
Creek  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Pedee,  with  a 
force  confifting  only  of  two  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  feven  men,  of  whom  more  than 
half  were  militia ;  while  lord  Cornwallis  had 
under  his  command,  at  Wynnefborough  and 
adjacent  places,  five  thoufand  five  hundred  re- 
gulars, befides  a  numerous  militia. 

Greene  detached  five  hundred  and  forty-  Tarietbn 
men,  under  general  Morgan,  to  gain  the  wef-  ^fefoted  at 
tern  frontiers  of  South  Carolina,  and  threaten  Ijin*/"^ 
the  Britifli  poft  at  Ninety-Six,   while  the  re- 
maining force  alarmed  the  country  in  front  of 
Camden.     Lord  ComwaUis,  preparatory  to  his 
invafion  of  North  Carolina,  detached  colonel 

c  c  4  Tarleton 
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CHAP.  Tarleton  with  one  thoufand  men  againfi  Mor- 
^^^   gan,  and  to  favour  this  defign,  himfelf  moved 
J  781.      towards   Turkey   Creek,    but  was    prevented 
17th  Jan.    from  efFe6lual  co-operation.     Tarleton,  after  a 
fatiguing  march,  round  the  enemy  at  a  place 
called  the  Gowpens,  augmented  by  reinforce- 
ments to  an  equality  in  point  of  numbers  m  ith 
himfelf,  but  inferior  in  cavalry.     He  attacked 
them  with  his  ufual  impetuofity,  and  having 
defeated  the  firft  and  fecond  line,  was  in  hopes 
of  a  complete  viftory.     Some  miflake  however 
appears  to  have  prevented  the  charge  of  the 
Br itifli  .cavalry  in  time  to  hinder  the  Ameri- 
cans from  rallying,  they  became  in  their  turn 
the  affailants,   drove  back  the  fatigued  and 
unfupported  infantry ;  terror  fpread  on  every 
fide ;  the  legion  cavalry  difgracefuUy  fled,  re- 
gardlcfs  of  repeated  commands,  while  t}ie  in- 
fantry  were  flain  or  captured  to  the  number  of 
feven  hundred.     Tarleton  himfelf,  at  the  head 
of  fourteen  officers,  and  about  tbrty  men  of 
the  feventeenth  regiment  of  dragoons,  cut  his 
way  through  the  oppofmg  cavaliy,  and  reached 
lord  Cornwallis.     The  Americans  gained  great 
honour  by  this  important  and  uncxpefted  vic- 
tory, and  the  defeat  was  additionally  diftreffing 
to  the  Britifh  army,  as  it  was  attended  with 
the  irrepars^ble  lofs  of  all  the  light  troops. 
«9th  Jan.        This  difaftcr,  injurious  and  portentous  as  it 
LordCorn-  wa3,  did  iiot  detcr  lord    Cornwallis  from  in- 
aTJs^X''  vading   North    Carolina.     Animated   by  the 
pn.  hope   of  recapturing  Morgan's  prifoners,  he 

rapidly  advanced  towards  the  Catawba,  but 
fin.ding  his  march  retarded  by  his  baggage, 
caufcd  all  that  exceeded  the  limits  of  the  moft 
ftricl  neceriity  to  be  deftroyed.  He  reached 
»pth.  the  banks  of  the  river  two  hours  after  the 
American  general  had  croffcd,  but  in  that 
Jjnall  interval,  a  rife-  of  j;hc  water  prevented 

'     -  ■        '   '  his 
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his  paflage;   and  aiForded   time   for  Morgan 

to    fend  forward    his    prifoners  to   Virginia, 

and  coUe£i;  the  militia  to  difpute  the  fords.    "ijW. 
General   Greene,  judging  this   crifis  worthy 
of  his  perfonal  interference,  ordered  his  army 
to   join    Morgan    by    forced    marches,    and 
himfelf  repaired   to    the  fhores    of  the.Ca-  31ft jaa. 
tawba  with  ftill  greater  expedition,  riding  a 
hundred  and  fixty  miles  acrofs  the  country. 
Although  the   river  was  nearly  five  hundred  pj|^^ 
yards  wide,  and  the  fords  defended  by  ftrong  Catawbi. 
Dodies  of  the  enemy,   lord  Cornwallis  paifed 
with  only  four  killed  and  thirty-fix  wounded.  ^ 

Colonel  Tarleton  was  difpatched  in  purfuit  of 
the  retreating  militia;  and  the  cavalry  under 
his  command,  by  gallantly  routing  five  hun- 
dred men  at  Tarrant's  Tavern,  retrieved  a  por- 
tion of  the  honour,  though  they  could  not  re- 
gain the  advantages  loft  at  the  Cowpens. 

From  the  Catawba  the  Britifli  army  pur-  Arriftiit 
fued  the  enemy  to  the'  Yadkin,  a  march,  or 
rather  a  race  of  thirty -eight  miles,  rendered 
extremely  diflficult  by  bad  roads  and  fwelled 
creeksj,  and  a  fevere  and  ©ainy  winter.  The 
Britifh  troops  bore  with  heroic  fortitude  the 
privation  of  fpirits,  and  even  of  food,  but  for- 
tune agaia  refcued  the  flying  foe  from  their 
frafp,  by  an  almoft  miraculous  fall  of  the  Yad- 
in  to  facilitate  the  paflage  of  the  fugitives, 
while  that  of  the  punuers  was  impeded  by  a 
fudden  rife. 

The  two  divifions  of  the  American  army  and  croffet 
now  efftSed  a  jundion,  and  the  Britifh  com-  |J^  Yad- 
mander  ftill  hoped  to  impede  their  retreat  into    ""' 
Virginia,  though  from  the  ftate  of  the  river, 
he  could  not  crofs  without  a  circuitous  march 
of  fifty  miles.     He  was  deceived  by  reports  of  Thecncmy 
difficulties  in  paffing  the  river  Dan,  but  after  "tr^t  mt« 
^  a  vigor- ^^'•s''^**- 
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a  vigorous  and  jnceflant  purfuit,  he  had  the 
mortification  to  find  the  enemy  efFefted  their 
retreat  without  impediment:  general  Greene 
acquired  great  applaufe  by  his  a6J:ivity,  judg- 
ment, and  intelligence. 

DiSAPPoiNTKD  in  the  main  objeft  of  his 
purfuit,  lord  Cornwallis  returned  by  flcw^ 
marches  to  Hillfborough,  where  he  erected  the 
royal  ftandard,  and  by  proclamation  invited 
all  loyal  fubjefls  to  join  him  in  arms,  and  with 
ten  days  provifions.'  Although  the  loyalifls 
of  North  Carolina  had  been  greatly  diminiih- 
ed  and  depreffed  by  perfecutions,  Greene  re- 
paired the  Dan  to  prevent  the  eiFefls  of  the 
proclamation.  Colonel'  Pyle  had  eollefted 
a  body  of  near  three  hundred  loyalifts,  for 
whofe  protedion  colonel  Tarleton  was  detach- 
ed with  the  cavalry,  and  a  fmall  body  of 
infantry.  At  the  fame  time  Greene  difpatched 
lieutenant-colonel  Lee  to  prevent  the  junftion 
of  this  corps  with  the  Britifh  army.  The 
loyalifts  meeting  Lee's  detachment,  and  mif- 
taking  them  for  friends,  were  furroimded,  and 
although  they  implored  quarter  on  their  knees, 
were  all  inhumanly  butchered. , 

The  re-appearance  of  the  Americans  in 
North  Carolina,  impeded  the  fupplies  of  the 
Britifh  army;  and  the  country  being  nearly 
exhaufted,  lord  Cornwallis  retreated  to  a  new 
pofition  on  AUamance  Greek,  between  Hav 
and  Deep  rivers.  This  meafure,  though  dic- 
tated l^y  imperious  neceflity,  did  not  efcape 
cenfiire,  as  the  period  limited  in  the  proclama- 
tion for  the  junftion  of  the  loyalifts,  which  had 
fubjcAcd  the  moft  zealous  to  punifliment  for 
having  indifcreetly  fliewn  their  attachment  to 

e  Many  came  in,  but  feeing  tlic  diftreiTed  ibte  of  the  Britilh 
army,  retired.       « 

the 
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t^lie  Britifli  caufe,wa8  not  yet  expired;  they  after-  char 
*ward8  relu^aiitly  joined  the  army.     The  Ame-  ^  xu. 
ricanfi  advancing  as  lord  Cornwallis  retired,      1781. 
an  inefib^ual  attempt  was  made  to  beat  up  6thMarciu 
their  quarters;  Greene,  though  greatly  fupe- 
rior  in  numbers,,  cautioufly  avoiding  an  en- 
gagement till  the  arrival  of  expe^ed  rein- 
TOrcements. 

At  lengtli,  having  received  all  his  fuppliesi  15^1  Mar, 
and  chown  an  advantageous  pofition  near  ^Jjj^ 
Ouildford  court-houfe,  he  offered  battle,  and 
the  Britiih  commander,  with  an  army  reduced 
to  lefs  than  two  thoufand  men,  eagerly  ad* 
vanced  to  the  cooflifl  againfl  five  thoufand. 
The  engagement,  which  was  long,  and  main- 
tained with  determined  valour  on  both  iides^ 
terminated  in  a  glorious  and  honourable  vic- 
tory to  the  Britifli  troops ;  but  the  commander 
bad  to  lament  the  lofs  of  nearly  one  third  of 
his  force,  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  being 
killed;  wounded,  and  miiHng,  including  feveral 
meritorious  and  efleemed  oflicers.  His  troops 
were  exhaufted  with  the  fatigue  of  a  long 
inarch,  unprovided  with  tents,  and  fo  mifer* 
ably  deftitute  of  prorifions,  that  their  allow- 
ance on  the  enfuing  day  amounted  to  no  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  flour,  and  the 
iame  quantity  of  lean  beef.  The  night  was 
dark  and  tempeiluous,  the  rain  fell  in  torrents 
on  the  unprotected,  fatigued,  and  famiihing 
troops,  while  the  cries  of  the  wounded  and 
dying  aggravated  the  horrors  of  the  fcene. 

GsNEjiAL  Gaeenb  retreated  to  the  iron-  LcrdCon. 
works  on  Troublefome  Creek;  but  lord  Com-  wa^^^'*- 
wallis,  finding  purfuit  impoffible,    retired  by  warnings 
eafy  marches  towards   Crofs  Creek,  leaving  toni 
fcventy  of  his  wounded,  under  a  flag  of  truce, 
\o  the  humanity  of  the  enemy.    Before  his  de* 

parture 
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CHAP,  parture  he  iflued  a  proclamation,  reciting  his 
^Jj^^    vidory,  calling  on  all  loyal  fubjefts'to  return 
1781.      to  government,  and  promifing  proteftion  and 
pardon*to  tbofe  who  obeyed.     Far  from  being 
able  to  afford  affiftance  to  others,  he  found 
that  Crofs  Creek  could  not  fupply  bis  fol- 
lowers with  neceflaries ;  they  were  worn  down 
by  tbehardfliips  and  fatigues  of  a  march  of  fix 
hundred   miles,    in   which    they  had    forded 
feveral  large   rivers,    and   numbcrlefs  creeks, 
feveral  of  which  would  in  any  other  country 
be  reckoned  large  rivers,  without  tents  or  co- 
vering againft  the  climate,  and  often  without 
7th  April,  proviftons.  .  He  found  himfelf,  therefore,  com- 
pelled to  a  further  retreat,  and  preferred  Wil- 
mington, a  fea-port,  to  Camden,  where  lord 
Rawdon  was  threatened  with  an  attack. 
He  if!.  After  purfuing  for  fome  time  the  track  of 

vadcs  Vir-   ^'^^  retreating  army,  general  Greene  marched 
^^^^        towards  Camden,  while  lord  Cornwallis,  em- 
^     barraffed  with  a  choice  of  difficulties,  and  his 
force  reduced  to  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
asth April,  five  men,  took  advantage  of  Greene's  abfencc 
to  proceed  through  North  Carolina  to   Vir- 
ginia. 
LordRaw-       LoRD  Rawdon  was  uuapprizcd  of  thecne- 
dondcfeau  my's  approach,  and  when  Greene,  with  a  force 
^^^Hob^^   exceeding  two  thoufand   men,   encamped  at 
kirk's  Hill.  Hobkirk's  Hill,  his  garrifon  at  Camden  was 
only  eight  hundred,  and  reduced  to  a  fliort  al- 
isth.         lowance  of  provifions.     He  did  not  however 
wait  to  be  attacked,  but  with  officer-like  de- 
cifion  fallied  forth,  and  after  a  fevere  conflift 
routed  the  Americans,  killing  and  wounding 
five  hundred,  but  his  own  lofs  amounted  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty  eight,    which,  in  the 
relative  ftate  of  forces,  was  more  than  equiva- 
lent to  that  of  the  enemy.    The  attack  was 

however 
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however  not  lefs  judicious  than  fpirited,  for   chap^ 
the  fupcriority  of  the  invading  army,  and  their    ^  ^^/^ 
force  of  artillery,  muft  foon  have  rendered  de-      iju. 
fence  impoffible. 

The  return  of  an  American  army  to  the  pro-  Aaivityof 
vince  of  South  Carolina,  g^ve  additional  im-  MnHaii*? 
pulfe  to  the  ibirit  of  difaffedlion,  which  had 
h^en  aiTiduouily  encouraged  by  the  partizans 
Sumpter  and  Marion.     Aided  by  colonel  Lee,  *id  April. 
iv^m  Greene  detached  for  that  purpofe,  they, 
reduced  Fort  Watfon,  on  the  river  Santeej  a 
taik  which  they  accompliflied  without  artillery 
ox  intrenching  tools,  by  means  of  a  work  on 
aiu  unufual  plan,  which   overlooked  the  fort, 
and  from  which  rifle  men  fired  with  unerring 
aim  on  every  individual  who  ventured  to  ap- 
pear.    By  fei^ing  the  paffes  they  retarded,  but 
could  not  prevent  the  jun6lion  of  colonel  Wat-  7th  Mty, 
Ion  with  lord  Rawdon,  who  thus  replaced  the 
iMimbers  he  had  loft  at  Hobkirk's  Hill. 

J  Intelligence  of  this  reinforcement  being  Camdcn 
conveyed  to  Greene,  he  fliifted  his  pofition  to  ®^*^"*^- 
avoid    an    attack;    lord   Rawdon  evacuated 
Camden,    after  deftroying  the  leaft  portable 
Acres,  and  retired  to  Monk's  Corner,  for  the  lothMajr. 
protedion    of   Charleftown,  the   defences    of 
which  were  in  a  feeble  ftate,  lord  Cornwallis 
hailing  before  his  departure  demoliflied  fome 
of  the  old  works,  and  the  new  not  being  yet 
completed.      About  the  fame  time  Lee  and  **|!j!^^ 
Mftrion  captured  Fort  Motte  oii  the  Congaree,  Ithcrf^u 
Orangeburgh  yielded  to  Sumpter,  and  Lee  re-  taken  by 
duced!  Fort  Granby.  '^  '"^""'^ 

Satisfied  with  thefe  fucceffes  in  the  north  Their  fuc 
and  north-eaft  parts  of  South  Carolina,  general  ^^'". 
Greene  direfted  his  views  to  the  weftem  fron-     ^'^' 
tier  of  that  province,  and  to  Georgia.     Gol- 
phb,  on  the  banks  of  the  Savannah^  foon  Tur- 

rendered, 
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CHAP,  rendered,  atid  Augufta  was  reduced  by  a  re- 
^J^J^  petition  of  the  expedient  employed  at  Fort 
i/gi.  ^  Watfon. 
5th  Jane.  Meanwhile  general  Greene  laid  fiege  to 
V^\wlt  Ninety-Six,  where  the  commander,  colonel 
Ninety-  Crugcr,  by  the  interception  of  lord  Rawdon's 
Six.  meflengers,  was  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  re- 

cent tranfa6lions.  The  defences  of  this  village 
were  incomplete,  and  the  garrifon  confifted 
only  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  provincial 
troops;  but  the  fpirit  and  ability  of  the  com- 
manding officer  fruftrated  the  attacks  of  the 
befiegers.  Once  he  deftroyed  their  %vorks  by 
a  mafterly  ^ally,  and  interrupted,  by  fimilar 
efforts,  the  progrefs  of  new  ones  commenced 
at  a  greater  diftance.  This  hazardous  defence 
was  continued  with  unremitting  exertion  dur^ 
ing  three  weeks,  when  the  garrifon  were  re- 
duced to  the  greateft  extremities  for  want  of 
water ;  but  their  fpirits  were  revived  by  intel- 
ligence from  ati  intrepid  loyalift,  that  lord 
Rawdon  \vas  marching  to  raife  the  fiege.  Ge- 
neral Greene  had  more  precife  information, 
and  aflfer  an  ineffectual  endeavour  to  carry  th6 
place  by  florm,  retreated  acrofs  the  Saluda 
with  fufiicient  celerity  to  evade' purfuit.  ' 

Sufpenfion  LoiiD  Rawdon  had,  however,  no  intention 
of  opera-  to  retain  poffeffion  of  Ninety-Six;  he  waid 
^^•'  only  anxious  to  refcue  the  loyalifts  fronl  the 
vengeance  of  their  countrymen,  againfl  Which 
he  knew  that  neither  fentiracnts  of  humanity 
nor  the  terms  of  a  capitulation  afforded  fuflff- 
cient  proteftion.  The  divifion  of  his  force  fo* 
the  efcort  of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  to 
Charleflo^\^l,  encouraged  general  Greene  again 
to  hang  on  his  army,  till  the  heat  of  the  feafon 
compelled  both  parties  to  feek  repofe.  General 
Greene,  being  joined  by  the  detachments  undet 

Lee, 
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Lec,  Suraptcr,  and  Marion,  encamped  on  the    CHAP* 
bigh  hills  of  Santee,  while  lord  Ilawdon  retir-    ,^'f 
cd   to   Orangeburgh,  and  fhortly  afterwards     ,781, 
the  impaired  fiate  of  his  health  rendered  it  ne- 
ccflTary  for  him  to  revifit  his  native  land. 

During  the  late  difafters,  the  difafFeftion  Execution 
of  the  Americans,  and  the  treachery  of  thofe,  Ha'yws?* 
who  under  pretence  of  loyalty  had  joined  the 
Britifli  fiandard,  were  more  than  yfually  ap- 
parent.     An  example  to  deter   others  from 
iimibir  attempts  was  among  the  laft  public  a6ts 
of  lord  Rawdon;  colonel  Ifaac  Haynes,  who  juiy. 
had  taken  the  oath  and  ferved  in  the  Britifli 
army,  being  captured  fighting  in  the  American 
cauie,  was  condemned  to  death  by  a  court  of 
inquiry  at  Charleftown  as  a  traitor.     Hisexe-  4th  Aug, 
cution  occafioned  a  threatening  proclamation 
from  general  Greene,  and  was  the  fubjedk  of  ^^^  ^  • 
much  public  difcuiTion  in  England,  but  the 
condu^  of  lord  Rawdon  was  deemed  completely 
juflifiable/ 

After  the  departure  of  lord  Rawdon,  the  Battkat 
chief  command  devolved  on  colonel  Stewart.  |"?^ 
Greene  had  already  achieved,  by  valour,  judg-    ^""^* 
mehty  and  perfeverance,   the  chief  objeft  of 
the  campaign,  recovering  tlie  principal  part  of 
South  Carolina,   and  confining   the   £ngli{h 
"within  the  three  great  rivers  Santee,  Congaree, 
and  Edifto.     Being  reinforced  by  a  confider-  tidAug. 
able  body  of  mifitia  and   other   troops,    he 
parched,  as  foon  as  the  weather  would  permit, 
to  attack  the  Britiih  army,  who  fell  back  from 
Wateree  to  Eutaw.    A-lthough  colonel  Stewart  «thSept> 
was  apprifed  of  Greene's  approach  by  two  de- 
ferters,  he  gave  no  credit  to  their  intelligence, 

f  See  Papers  on  thia  fubjeft,  Rcmembnncer,  rol.  xiil.  p.  ist • 

but 
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CHAP,   butfent  four  hundred  unarmed  men  oh  that 
yjjihij    very  roaxi  to  procure  vegetables,  the  greater 
1781.     part  of  whom  were  taken  prifoners.     The  few 
who  efcaped  fpread  alarm,  not  unaccompanied 
with  terror.     An  obftinate  and  bloody  engage- 
ment however  enfucd,  in  which  the  artillery 
of  both  parties   was   feveral  times  taken  and 
retaken ;  both  claimed  the  victory,  and  near- 
ly  feven   hundred  were  flain,  wounded,  and 
miffing  on  each  (ide.     The  Britilh  having  kept 
the  field  that  night  and  the  following  day,  re- 
tired to  Monk's  Corner,  and  fubfequently  to 
Charlestown  Neck,  while  General  Greene,  too 
much  enfeebled  to  make  an  attempt  on  the 
city,  regained  his  former  encampment  on  the 
high  hills  of   Santee;    thus  terminating  the 
eventful  campaign  in  South  Carolina*. 
Expedition      DtJRiNG  tliefc  tranfaftions,  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
m^^z  *nft  *^^  ^^  prevented,  by  the  reduced  ftate  of  his 
pJrti^     force,  from  undertaking  any  diftant  enterprizc. 
mouth.       Early  in  the  year  he  felt  confiderable  apprehen- 
*J?>  J«-    fions  for  the  fafety  of  New  York ;  the  French 
having  attained  a  fuperiority  of  naval  power 
in  confequence  of  the  lofs  of   the  CuUoden 
man  of  war  in  a  temped,  while  the  America 
was  feparated  from  the  fleet,  and  the  Bedford 
difmantled.    The  French  admiral  availing  hiro- 
felf  of  this  accident,    blocked  up  the  port  of 
Portfmouth  in  Virginia,  where  general  Arnold 
was  eftabliflied;  Washington  embarked  a  large 
body  of  troops  ujider  La  Fayette  to  ad  in  that 
.     quarter,    and  entertained    fanguine    hopes   of 
furrounding  and  capturing  Arnold,  but  they 
were  fruftralcd  by  the  langour  and  ineptitude 

t  In  the  enfuincr  year,  the  provincial  Icgiflaturc  recompenfed  the 
icrvires  of  general  Greene  by  the  donation  of  an  eftate  of  the  value  of 
ten  tliouiaod  guhiets.    See  Remembrancer*  vol.  xiv.  p«  140. 

of 
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of  the  French  general  and  admiral;  and  the  chap. 
dilpatch  of  a  reinforcement  of  two  thoufabd   ^}'^_f 
men  from  New  York,  under  genera^  Phillips,      1781. 
enabled  the  Britifh  to  refume  ofleniive  opera*  i6ih  Mar. 
tions.      After  completing  the  fortification  of  General 
Portfmouth,  general  Phillips  ravaged  the  couri-  JagS^vS' 
try,  and  deftroyeda  large  quantity  of  yalua-  ginia. 
hie  (lores,  without  Igfs,    and   almoil  withoui 
oppofition.     Having  achieved  the  obje^s  of 
his  march,  and  left  a  garrifon  in  the  fmall  fort 
iit  Mill  Point,  Phillips  was  preparing  to  re^ 
join  Sir  Henry.  Clinton,  according  to  his  origin 
»al  inftrndions,  when  he  rcceiv^  intelligenc<4  , 
of  the  march  of  lord  Cornwallis,  accompanied  7^  Ma^« 
with  a  requeft  that  the  armies  fljould  unite  at  , 
Peterfiniigfa.  .    Compliance  with  this  demand  9th.  . 
was  the  laft  military  aft  of  general  Phillips,  ^'  '^^'^• 
who  after  a  ihort  illnefs,  died  of  a  malignant 
ievcr,  and  the  command  again  devolved  on  ge* 
»eral  Arnold.    The  junftion  of  the  arinies  wgs 
eiFedied    without  difficulty,    lord    Cornwallis    ,, 
having  reached  Peterflmrgh,  with  only  flight  aogiMav. 
bppofilion,  at  the  head  of  fixteeh  hundred  i^;5']ci£ 
teen»  with  four  pieces  of  cannon.  waiiu. 

In  this  interval  the  commander  i^i  chief, 
tinapprized  of  lord'  Comwallis'i  inovcmeut, 
had  tent  a  Cbnfiderable  reinforcement  to  the 
army  in  Virginia,  hoping  to  facilitate  the  re- 
turn of  all  to  co-operate  in  the  defence  of  New 
York,  which  he  confidered  in  dangct  of  an 
^tack.  His  further  intentions  were,  if  the 
tity  £hiould  he  fecurc,  to  moie  as  high  as  pof- 
6mc  up  the  Chefapeak,  and  by  the  tffca  of  an 
Operation  which  had  been  pr<fcdhcerted  witli 
gCQerai  Haldi^ulnd,  who  coininanded  in  Ca^ 
nada^  to  make  an  ixitire  divilion  between  the 
united  colonies,  and  inclofing  the  aimies,  tar 
vage  on  either  iiile,  a3  cirpuinftalicesjnight  le^ 

yOt.  lit.  if)  q^iirc. 
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CHAP,  quire.     Lord  Corn wallis,  however,  utiacquaint- 
J^JL/  ^^  ^^^^  Clinton's  views,  expeditioufly  croffed 
i7»i*     James  river  in  purfuit  of  la  Fayette,  difpatch- 
ing  two  bodies  of  troops,  under  colonels  Tarle- 
ton  and  Simcoe,  in  different  directions  to  de- 
ftroy  ftores  and  provifions. 
Purfuit  of       L^  Fayette  reftcd  his  only  hope  in  a  meet- 
*    *^       ing  with  general  Wayne,  who  was  advancing 
to  join  him  with  a  body  of  troops  from  Mary- 
land.    He  retreated  with  fo  much  celerity  that 
purfuit  foon  became  hopelefs,  but  the  two  de- 
tached expeditions  were  eminently  profperous, 
8ucccft  of  Tarleton,  with  his  ufual  fpeed  and  intrepidity, 
xSon,    ^^^^^^^  Charlotteville,  and  broke  up  the  fef- 
fion  of  the  general  affembly  of  the  province, 
taking  feven  of  its  members,  and  one  member 
of  the  general  congrefs,  prifoners ;  Mr.  Jefferfon, 
prefident  of  the  province,  narrowly  efcaped. 
Tarleton  in  his  progrefs  deftroyed  feveral  wag- 
gons laden  with  ck>athing  and  ftores,  and  at 
Charlotteville  a  thoufand  new  firelocks,   four 
hundred  barrels  of  gunpowder,  with  confider- 
ablc  quantities  of  tobacco  and  cloathing. 
md  coio-        Colonel  Simcoe  %vas  equally  fuccefsful: 
ncisimcpc.  the  enemy,  under  baron  Steuben,  had  removed 
to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  Fluvanna,  but  by 
an  ingenious  feint  he  induced  them  to  aban- 
don their   ftores,    which  were  deftroyed  by  a 
fmall    detachment  under    captain    Stevenfon 
and  cornet  Wolfey,  who  paffed  the  river  in  ca- 
noes. 
Defpairof       The  progrcfs   of  the  Britifli  army  in  pur- 
ine Amcri-  fuit  of  la  Fayette   was  attended  with  general 
^"*         deftru^lion  of  ftores  and  property.    The  dif- 
tfefs  of  the  Americans  was  now  extreme;  their 
operations   retarded   by  the  want  of    enthu- 
fiafm  and  public  confidence,  their  paper  cur- 
rency fo  much  depreciated  that  it  no  longer 

.   aufwered 
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anfwered  the  purpofes  of  its  emiflion,   while  ^^t^^' 


the  recent  rava<;es  in  the  hitherto  favoured 


XLI. 


*o 


province  of  Virginia,  completed  the  public  de-  *7»»« 
fpair.  The  incapacity  of  congrefs  to  proceed 
in  the  conteft  was  ascertained  by  intercepted 
difpatches,  and  the  prifoners  taken  bvTarle- 
ton  reprefented  as  the  prevailing  fentiment, 
that  if  Great  Britain  could  hinder  the  intended 
co-operation  of  the  French  fleet  and  army  with 
the  native  forces,  during  the  enfuing  autumn, 
the  French  alliance  would  be  dilfolved,  and  an 
union  with  the  mother-country  cordially  em- 
braced both  by  congrefs  and  the  people ''. 
No  exertion  was  neceflary  on  the  part  of  the 
Britifh  armies;  a  fyftem  ftudioufly  defenfive, 
preventing  all  fplendid  advantages  on  the  fide 
of  their  opponents,  would  have  reduced  them 
to  delpair,  and  fruftrated  all  hopes  of  ultimate 
fuccels. 

Both  the  French  and  American  comman-  Projcasof 
ders  were  fenlible  of  the  neceffity  of  elFefting  thccucmy 
fome  great  achievement  to  reanimate  the  droop-  Jf^yoric. 
ing  caufe,  and  when  M.  de  Barras  arrived  with  a 
fquadron  of  Ihips,  Wafhington,    in  an  inter-  nft  M»y. 
view  with  him  and  Rochambeau,  propofed  an 
attack  on-  New  York.     This  appeared  to  be  the 
only  exploit  of  fufficient  importance  to  claim 
their  exertions,  as  the  march  of  lord  Coru- 
walfis  to  Virginia  was  not  yet  known. 

Sir   Henry  Clinton  being  apprized  of  J«i«* 
thefe  intentions,  by  an  exprefs  intercepted  in  the  qu^rw""* 
Jerfeys,  forwarded  difpatches  to  accelerate  the  troopsfrom 
return  of  the  detachments  from  Virginia.    He  Vi'^g*^*** 
did  not,  however,  infift  on  their  immediately 
quitting  lord  Cornwallis  if  he  was  engaged  in 
a  movement  which  required  their  alBltancc ;  or 

^  Tarleton^s  Cam|>iigfi8»  p.  197. 
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if  he  ^ould  employ  them  in  co-operating  vith 
the  loyalifts  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Chefapeak, 
and  upon  the  Sufquehanna,  which  vould  nave 
made  an  effe&ual  diverfion  of  Wafhihgton's 
force.  This  plan  not  meeting  the  approbation 
of  lord  Cornwallis,  he  refolved  to  fend  back 
the  troops,  and  according  to  his  underitanding 
of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  difpatches,  repaffed 
James  river,  and  retired  to  Portfmouth. 

As  the  Britiih  troops  were  about  to  embark, 
la  Fayette,  who  had  joined  general  Wayne, 
made  an  approach  to  harafs  their  rear,  but,  in- 
fiead  of  gaining  the  expe6ted  advantage,  was 
himfelf  attacked,  and  night  alone  faved  him 
from  deftruftion.  Before  the  Britiih  troops 
could  put  to  fea,  Clinton  wrote  two  difpatche9» 
expreffing  difapprobation  at  the  abandonment 
of  the  neck  of  land  at  Williamfburg,  requir- 
ing lord  Cornwallis  to  refume  that  pofition,  and 
fortify  himfelf  in  Old  Point  Comfort,  as  the 
bed  naval  ftation  which  he  could  proteft,  with 
or  without  the  addition  of  York  town,  as  lie 
Hiould  find  moft  convenient ;  and  he  was  per- 
mitted to  retain  the  troops  which  he  had  been 
required  to  return. 

In  purfuance  of  what  he  confidered  to  be 
the  fpirit  of  thefe  inftru&ions,  lord  ComwalUs 
furveyed  Old  Point  Comfort,  and  finding  nei- 
ther that  nor  Portfmouth  a  fuflSciently  defen- 
fivc  ftation  for  fliips,  evacuated  them,  and 
fortified  the  towns  of  York  and  Gloucefter. 

Meanwhile  Wafliington  having  efFe6^ed 
ajunQion  with  Rochambeau,  appeared  more 
than  once  in  force  before  New  York,  with  the 
fecming  intention  of  making  an  attack  as  foon 
as  the  co-operatioa  of  de  Gralle  could  be 
afcertained ;  but  on  his  arrival,  his  pilots  re- 
fuling  to  fteer  his  Ihips  over  the  bar  of  New 
7  Yurk, 
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York,    the  attack  was  abandoned,  and  the 
united   French  and  American  armies,    after 
feveral  feints^  marched  acrofs  the  Jerfeys  to     ijti. 
Philadelphia.  3^*'^''«- 

Although  the  intention  of  count  deGraffe  Am>aipf 
to  rifit  America  was  well  known,  it  was  not  ^^^^^ 
conceived  that  he  would  employ  his  whole  ar- 
mament in  that  expedition,  and  negle^t^he  con- 
voy of  the  homeward-bound  trade.    Sir  Samuel  # 
Hood  therefore  followed  him  with  only  four- 
teen fail  of  the  line,  and  on  his  arrival  admiral 
Graves  (who  as  fenior  took  command  of  the 
fquadron)  poflelled  only  nineteen  fail  of  the  !othAuj. 
line,  to  oppofe  twenty-eight     De  Graffe  hav- 
ing   received    proper    information   from    La 
Fayette,  forwarded  to  the  main  army  the  land 
force  he  had  conveyed  from  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  blocked  up  York  river,  witix  four  /hips 
of  the  line,  and  feveral  frigates,  while  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fleet  was  anchored  in  Lyn- 
haven  Bay  within  the  Capes  of  Virginia. 

In  this  polition  they  were  difcovered  by  ad-  b*^^* 
miral  Gmves;  a  partial  adion  enfued,  in  which  tionbe-*^* 
confiderable  damage  was  done  to  both  fleets ;  twttn  the 
no  fhip  was  taken,  but  the  Terrible,  a  Britifh  **^*' 
man  of  war,  was  rendered  incapable  of  future 
fervice,  and  burnt     The  fleets  continued  in 
fight  of  each  other  feveral  days ;  but  no  ad- 
vantage of  numbers  or  wind  could  encourage 
the  French  to  make  an  attack,  and  the  ad- 
miral, at  length,  retunied  to  the  Chefapeak,  loth. 
where  de  Barras  had  arrived  with  his  fqua- 
dron, and  fourteen  tranfports  laden  with  heavy 
artilleiy  and  military  ftores.     The  Britiili  ad- 
miral finding  the  pofition  unaffailable,  retired 
to  New  York  to  refit. 

Soon  after  tiie  arrival  of  lord  Comwallis  in  -^^K* 
Virginia,  general  Arnold  returned  to  Sir  Henry  to^Nw^* 

P  D.  3  Clinton,   I-ondon* 
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CHAP.  Clintou,  who  now  employed  him  in  an  attack 

fj^^   on  New  London  in  toimfiftkut.    Although 
tytu     deceived  in  his  itifonijation  refpefting  the  for- 

^thSept.  tifications,*  Arnold  took  the  town,  and  a  fort 
called  Qrifwold,  by  aflaiilt,  deftroyed  fifty 
pieces  of  caijnon,  and  an  immenfe  quantity  of 
military  ftores,  and  burned  twelve  ihips,  the 
flames  -of  which  fpreacliug  to  the  town,  great 
part  was  confumed. 

York  Th  e  allied'  armies,  intent  on  the  projeft  of  be- 

Icftcd!""  fi^g»"S  l«i*^  Cornwallis,  did  not  fuffer  their  at- 
tention to  be  diverted  by  any  other  obje^h  Their 

n^tij  Scj^t,  proceedings  being  arranged  at  a  council  of  war 
held  on  board  the  Ville  de  Paris,  the  flag  fliip 

»5th.  of  count  de  Grafle,  the  forces  were  landed  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  WilliamAurgh,  and  be- 
ing, joined  by  thofe  under  la  Fayette,  and  M, 

i8tb  Sept;  de  St.  Simon,  encamped  before  York  town. 

Loud  Cornwallis  did  not  impede  theap- 
proaclies  of  the  enemy,  although  la  Fayette, 
with  only  two  thoufand  men,  was  within  a 
ihort  diftance  of  him,  and  unfupported ;  but 
appears  to  have  relied  with  fanguine  con- 
fidence on  relief  from  New  York,  which  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  exprefled  hopes  might  arrive 
by  the  fifth  of  October.  In  expeftation  of 
this  fuccour,  lord  Cornwallis,  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  Walliiugton,  withdrew  his  army  within 
the  works  of  the  tOM  n,  whicli  were  imme- 
diately occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  the  poft  at 
Gloucefter  blockaded,' 

6thand9th      Til K  time  howcvcr  elapfed,  and  no  fuccours 

o^itubcr.  arrived ;  the  enemy  rapidly  advanced  their 
works  and  completed  their  batteries,  maintain- 
ing an  inccflknt  cannonade,  which  damaged  the 
unfiniilied  fortifications  of  the  town,  lileiiced 

'  See  Wafljiugton's  letters  to  Congrtfs  on  that  fubjef^,    dated 
Oftobcr  I. 

the 
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the  artillery,  and  occafiotied  confiderableflaugh-    c  h  A.F. 
ter.     The  garrifon  were  indefatigable  in  open-   ^^ 
ing  new  embrafures,  and  particularly  annoyed      »78«. 
the  invaders  from  two  redoubts  advanced  three 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  works.    Thefe  i+th  oa. 
were  ftormed  by  parties  of  French  and  Araeri-  J^^tT' 
cans,  feparately  employed  on  the  fervice  to  ex-  ftormed. 
cite  emulation,  and  afterwards,  by  indefatigable 
induftryi  joined  to  the  works  of  the  befiegers. 
The  defences  of  the  town  were  at,  length  com-  i6th. 
pletely  ruined,   and    although    vigorous  and 
fuccefsful  forties,  condufted  by  lieutenant-co- 
lonels Abercrombie  and  Lake,  retarded  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy,   lord   Cornwallis    was 
convinced  that  his  pofition  was  no  longer  tena- 
ble.    He  attempted  to  efcape,  by  tranfporting  Lord 
his  army  acrofs  the  rrver  in  the  night;  but.][;^jjj^p^^^^^^^ 
after  he  had  landed  a  part  on  the  oppofite  ihore,  retreat. 
a  ftorm  prevented  the  return  of  the  boats,  and 
the  few  troops  who  had  been  ferried  over,  with 
difficulty  rejoined  the  garrifon. 

In  this  extremity,  lord  Cornwallis  furrender-  ^^^: 
ed  his  whole  army  prifoners  of  war  to  general  latn.^"' 
Wafliington,  as  commander  of  the  combined 
f6rce,  and  the  veliels  in  the  harbour  to  de 
Graffe ;  the  troops  as  prifoners  to  the  United 
States,  the  feamen  to  the  French  king.  The 
garrifon  obtained  the  fame  honours  of  war  as 
had  been  granted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at 
Charleftown;  private  property  was  retained,  and 
the  officers  were  allowed  their  fredom  on  parole. 
The  tenth  article  of  the  capitulation^  was  moft 
expofed  to  cenfure,  as  it  yielded  up  the  loyalifts 

^  The  article  was  in  tlsefe  word s»  '*  Natives  or  inhabitants  of  dif- 
ferent parts  of  this  country,  at  prefcnt  in  York  or  Gloucefter,  are  not 
to  be  punifhed  on  account  of  having  joined  the  firitifh  army/*  An- 
fwcr,  «  This  aiticlc  cannot  be  aifented  to,  being  altogether  of  civil 
refort.'* 

DD4  'without 
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CHAP,  withmit  pr6t6ai<>ri  to  themctcy  of  thofe  nrho 
J^^  had  already  pcrfecdted  them  with  fiith  unrc- 
1781.     lenting  favagenefs  ;  but  in  extenuation,  it  waa 
alleged  that  the  Britiih  commander  fccured  the? 
fafety  of  thefe  perfons  under  another  form,  by 
obtaining  permifiion  for  the  fionetta  floop  of 
war  to  fail  for  New  York,  unfearcl^ed,  with  as 
many  foldiers  on  boaM  as  he  ihould  think  fit,' 
provided  they  were  accounted  for  in  any  future » 
exchange.     This  article  was  devifed,  and  lifed 
as  the  means  of  conniving  at  the  fafc  cdnduft 
of  the  loyalifts.  *     The  garrifon  at  the  time  of 
the  furrender  amounted  to  five  thoufafid  nine 
hundred  atid  fifty  men,  but  only  four  thoufand 
and  feventeen  were  fit  for  duty,  while  the  be- 
liegers  were  nineteen  thoufand.    They  acquir- 
.    ed  by  the  conqueft  a  large  train  of  artillery^. 
with  a  Gonfiderablc  quantity  of  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  ftores,  a  frigate,  two  (hips  of  twenty 
guns,    and  a  great  number  of  tranfports  and 
other  vclVels. 
EfForts  of       Duft  TNG  the  progrefs  of  this  difaftrous  event, 
crmton.     sji-  Henry  Clinton  had  ufed  every  exertion  to 
aflill  lord  CornMallis.     He  was  deceived  even 
at  the  moment  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood's  arrival,  in 
hit!*  information  on  the  comparative  force  of 
the  fleets;  nor  could  he  believe  the  French 
admii*al  had  left  the  Weft  Indies  without  de- 
taching any  part  of  his  force  for  proteftion  of 
the  trade,  01*  that  Sir  George  Rodney  M'ould, 
unlefs  afliired  of  a  fuperiority,  have  proceeded 
with  three  fliips  of  the  line  for  Europe,  and  left 


J  The  pica  of  neccffity,  and  the  fecurity  afforded  by  ufing  the 
Bonetta  floop  as  an  afylttm,  did  not  tranquillize  the  feelings,  or  calm 
the  apprehcnuons  of  the  loyalifts  throughout  America.  .  The  word  pU'- 
ni/bedt  in  the  loth  article,  was  conftrucJ  as  an  admiflion  of  guiit,  and 
©f  confequcnt  right  in  the  riftors  to  profecutc  them  for  a^s  of  allegi- 
ance to  their  lawful  fovtreign. 

^  others 
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others  in  the  Weft  Indies,  contrary  to  his  pofi-   chap, 
live  orders  from  government  to  watch  and    ^Jj^^ 
ooittroul  the  operations  of  de  Grafle.     Sir  Sa-      i78x, 
mnel  Hood  contributed  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton's 
^rror^  by  apofitive  itatement  that  he  poffeffed  a 
tWce  luperior  to  that  of  the  enemy ;  an  affur- 
incc  which  viras  not  known  to  be  unfounded,  till 
after  the  engagement  between   Graves  and  de 
GraiTe  on  the  fifth  of  September.     Sir  Henry  . 
juftly  confidered  an  attack  on  lord  Cornwallis 
at   York  town  impoffible,  unlefs  the  Britiili 
fleet  was  overmatched  in  the   Chefapeak ;  he 
knew  that  the  original  intention  of  the  com- 
bined forces  was  to  attack  New  York,  and 
therefore  confidered  tlieir  firft  efforts  againft 
York  town  as  a  feint.     Yet  he  itnparted  the 
intelligence  he  received  to  lord  CornwaUis, 
countermanded  his  firft  order  for  returning  the 
dietachments,  and  fent  all  the  recruits  and  con-  ,7th  Aug. 
vafdcents  he  could  fparc  from  the  defence  of 
New  York,   Long  Illand,  and  Staten  Illand, 
which  required  nine  thoufand  men,  for  the  aug- 
mentation of  his  lordfliip's  force.     When  the 
intention  to  attack  York  town  became  certain,  _ 
Clinton  prepared  to  difpatch  a  reinforcement 
of  feven  thoufand  men ;  but  the  condition  of 
the  fleet  delayed  their  failing  till  the  nineteenth 
of  Oftober,  the  day  on  which  the  Britifh  army  . 
furrendered.     On  his  arrival  off' the  Chefapeak, 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  received  information  that 
lord  Cornwallis  had  capitulated,  which  render- 
ed unneceffary  the  plans  he  had  preconcerted 
with  the  admiral  for  forcing  the  enemy  at 
anchor,  and  taking  up  a  pofition  within  them 
in  James  river.     The  prafticability  of  this  at- 
tempt, was  afcertained  by  captain  Elphinftone 
in  the  Experiment,  who  had  reconnoitred  the 
enemy's  pofition,  and  made  the.  fignal  accord- 
ingly- 
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CHAP,  ingly.  Had  lord  Comwallis  not  furrendercd, 
yJ^Ji^  it  was  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  intention  to  land 
'781..  his  forces  on  that  river,  and  move  towards  the 
enemy,  lord  Connvallis  making  a  faily  to  favour 
their  joint  operations.  The  terms  in  which  lord 
Cornwallis  announced  and  accounted  for  his 
capture,  occafioned  a  feries  of  difcuifions. 
On  his  arrival  at  New  York,  his  lordihip  com- 
plained that  his  fervice  M'as  flighted  in  fome 
inftances,  and  in  others  not  adequately  fup- 
ported  by  the  commander  in  chief.  His  plan 
for  reducing  Virginia  had  been  approved,  he 
faid,  by  the  miniftry,  and  was  favoured  by  the 
king,  but  difcouraged  by  Clinton ;  and  in  his 

J)ublic  difpatch  on  the  furrender  of  York  town, 
le  accufed  Sir  Henry  Clinton  of  withholding 
a  reinforcement  which  he  had  politively  pro- 
mifed  by  the  fifth  of  06lober. 
^  In  anfwer  to  thefe  allegations.  Sir  Henry 

Clinton  alleged  that  the  plan  for  invading 
Virginia,  the  moft  warlike  of  all  the  provinces, 
was  improper  as  to  time  and  circuniftances, 
improperly  forced  on  adminiftration  by  an  in- 
ferior, without  the  privity  of  his  fuperioroflicer, 
and  undertaken  in  a  rafh  and  unadvifed  man- 
ner. "  His  pofitive  orders  were  to  conlider  the 
prefervation  of  South  Carolina,  and  fafety  of 
Charlertown,  paramount  to  all  other  objefts, 
both  which  were  endangered,  and  even  loft  to 
view,  by  the  chafe  of  Greene  acrofs  North 
Carolina,  and  the  fubfequent  incurfion  into 

■»  It  is  prefumtd,  however,  his  lordfliip's  error  arofe  from  the  cir- 
cumf^ance  of  expelling  to  luccced  to  the  command,  as  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  after  the  captuie  of  Charleftown,  had  requefted  leave  to 
rtiign  to  him,  which  his  lorddiip  ezpe6)ing  would  take  place, 
tranfmitted  his  own  plans  to  minifters  (as  being  the  moft  expeditious 
mode)  without  confulting  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  whofe  rebgnation 
was  not  accepted.  See  letter  from  lord  George  Germaine,  dated 
July  J,  17811  in  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  Narrative^  page  36. 

Virginia. 
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Vjiginia.  In  that  province  Sir  Henry  Clinton  (^h  ap« 
liad  never  projedted  any  folid  operation,  con-  Si^-^-^ 
yinced  tliat  the  predatory  and  deftruftive  ex-  *7^«- 
curfions.  he  had  directed,,  added  to  the  general 
ciiftrcfs,  would  have  terminated  the  American 
war,  if  the  Britifli  army  could  l)e  preferved 
from  any  important  difafter.  Wailiington's 
troops  had  no  objed  but  New  York  to  which 
their  attacks  could  be  direfted,  had  not  lord 
Cornwallis  prefented  bimfelf  to  their  aim  ;  and 
many  errors  were  alleged  againft  his  mode  of 
defence,  lie  was  blamed  for  pofting  himfelf 
injudicioufly  at  York  and  Glouccfter;  for  not 
attacking  the  enemy  in  detail  as  they  were 
forming  the  fiege,  when  the  corps  under  the 
command  of  la  Fayette  at  William fburg  did 
not  confift  of  more  than  two  thoufand  men, 
and  might  with  eafe  have  been  diflodged  or 
captured  before  the  junftion  of  the  other  troops ; 
and  for  neglecting  eafy  and  certain  means  of 
efcape  from  the  overwhelming  force  which 
ultimately  engulphed  him.  The  relief  by  means 
of  the  fleet  was  only  promifed,  if  the  fliips 
could  be  enabled  to  fail  by  the  fifth  of  OAober, 
and  the  promife  was  accompanied  with  an  iu- 
itruftion  to  lord  Cornwallis  to  ufe  every  exer- 
tion for  faving  at  leaft  part  of  the  army,  ihould 
he  have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  reinforce- 
nients  could  not  arrive  fufficiently  early. 

These  complaints  and  aHertions  on  either 
fide,  have  occasioned  a  difference  of  opinion  on 
this  event,  which  was  magnified  by  the  Ameri- 
cans and  their  friends  far  beyond  its  real  im- 
portance: congrefs  celebrated  it  with  rejoic- 
ings and  thankfgivings,  their  drooping  caufe 
appeared  to  revive,  and  all  paft  reverfes  to  be 
forgotten.  Subfequent  refolutions  in  Great 
Britain  juftified  thefe  exhibitions  of  ardent  joy ; 

but 
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CHAP.  Ijut  the  capture  of  lord   Cornwallis^s  aniiy; 
^^^'     of  four  thoufand  men  fit  for  duty,  though 


»7«x-  felt  with  aneuifli  and  deje6lion  by  all  loyal 
fubjefts,  might  eafily  have  been  repaired,  had 
the  fpirit  of  the  nation  adequately  exerted  its 

refources. " 

^  In  thefe  tranfa^ions  I  haVe  canfuhfid,  bdidct  the  Hiftariet  aad 

Gazettes,  the  Pamphlets  pubh'fhed  by  lord  Girnwallis  and  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  and  Tarleton*s  Campaigns,  and  have  been  ailifled  by  pn» 
rate  information  and  correfpondcDce. 
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CHAPTER  THE   FORTY-SECOND: 
1781—1782. 

Conduct  of  neutral  powers. — Pruffta  admitted 
to  the  armed  confederacy.  —  Unfuccefsful 
efforts  for  a  mediation. — Altered  conduct 
of  the  emperor  of  Germany'^ he  joins  the 
armed  confederacy — his  increafing  partia- 
lity towards  France. — State  of  the  public 
mind — meeting  of  parliament — debates  on 
the    addreffes'-^on   the    capture   of  Saint 
Eujlatia.  —  Motion  againji  the  war  by  Sir 
James  Lowther. — Debates  on  the  treatment 
of  Mr.  Laurens  ^^  he  is  difcharged—  recefs.  — 
Proceedings  in  public  meetings. — Petition  of 
the  common-hall^  of  London^  for  peace  and 
a  change  of  minijiry.  —  Admiral  Kempen- 
felfs  unfuccefsful  expedition. — Capture  of 
Saint  Chrijiopher's — Nevis  '—Montferrat — 
and  Minorca, — Fox's  motions  on  theill  fuc^ 
cefs  of  the  navy. — Motions  in  both  houfes 
refpecting  the  conduct  and  characters  of  in- 
dividuals:  —  On  the  treatment  of  colonel 
Haynes — for  an  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of 
lord  Cornwallis's  furrender — on  lord  Sack- 
ville's  peerage — on  the  promotion  of  general 
Arnold. — Fo.v's  renezced  motion  rejecting 
the  navy. — General  Conway's  motion  againji 
the  war. — Altercation  between  lord  Nortk 
and  colonel  BarrS. — Debates  on  the  new 
taxes.  — General  Conway's  fecond  motion.  — 
The  minijier  in  a  minority. — Bill  to  enable 
the  king  to  make  peace  with  America.— Lord 
John  Cavendijh's  motion  againji  the  minijiry. 

— Lord 
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— Lord  North  declares  the  cabinet  diffhlved 
— his  farervel  addrefs  to  the  houfe. — Lord 
Shelburne's  intended  motion. — Character  of 
lord  North. 

CHAP.  T\]URiNG thefe events, the adminiftration were 
yjj^^]^  in  a  continual  ftate  of  alarm  and  folicitude ; 

i7>i.     diftrefles  M^cre  auglnenting,   while  hope   and 
Bwn^^^**^  confolation  almoft  vanifhwl  from  their  view, 
powers.      None  of  the  continental  powers  ihcM'ed  a  dif- 
pofition  to  make  effeAual  exertions  for  the 
benefit  of  Great  Britain ;'  and  while  the  efforts 
of  hoftility  were  open,  earned,  and  unremitting^ 
thofe  of  friendlhip,  if  indeed  a  jealous  neutra- 
lity could  defcrve  that  name,  were  languid, 
cold,  and  feeble. 
^RuOia  The  king  of  Pruffia,  ftill  animated  by  his 

admitted    wonted  avcrfion,  ufed  every  intrigue  and  petty 
am^con-  ^^^^'^^6  to  injurc  the  interefts  of  England.     By 
fcdemcy.    a  pubHc  letter  to  his  minifter  of  finances,  he 
January,     ordered  all  Pruffian  fubjefts  to  withdraw  their 
money  from  the  Britilh  funds,  as  a  general 
bankruptcy  was  inevitable.     He  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  the  emprcfs  of  Ruflia,  that  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  the  Dutch  to  the  arn>ed  neutrality, 
occafioned  their  war  with  England,  and  that 
the  commencement  of  hollilities  was  the  cajhs 
foederis  of  the  league.     Although  the  emprefs 
was  not  deluded  by  this  infinuation,  fhe  cooled 
in  her  attachment  towards  England,  and  be- 
came proportionately  defirous  to  extend  and 
ftrengthen  the  obnoxious  confederacy.     The 
king  of  Pruflia  was  at  length  included  a^  a 
contradling  party,  and  permitted  grofs  abufes 
to  be  pra6tifed  under  the  fan£lion  of  his  flag, 
while  in  all  his  public  a6ts  he  bitterly  inveighed 
againilthem. 

Mean- 
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Meanwhile  attempts  Avere  renewed  tb  ter-  chap.  ' 
ninate  hoftilities  by  mediation ;  but  even  in  ^J^j^^}^ 
thefe,  a  difpofition  to  deprefs  Great  Britain  was  1781. 
conftantly  vifible.  The  firft  offer  was,  to  ar-  JJiaLtt. 
range  difputes  by  a  congrefs  of  Engliih,  French, 
Spanidi,  and  American  miniftei-s,  under  the 
aufpices  of  Auftria  and  Ruffia.  It  was  un- 
derftood  that  a  general  fulpenfion  of  arms 
would  be  a  preliminary  propofition.  Although 
the  British  miniftry  rejefted  fo  difadvantageous 
a  meafure,  yet  they  exerted  themfelves  to  faci* 
litate  the. mediation.  Spain  pretended  thit  a 
negotiation  was  already  commenced,  through 
the  medium  of  Mr.  Cumberland,  then  refidcnt 
at  Madrid ;  this  pretext  was  removed  by  his 
recal,  but  Spain  gave  no  promife  of  acceding 
to  the  congrels.  The  conduct  of  France  was 
equally  evafive,  but  both  powers  cajoled  the 
emprefs  with  flattering  compliments  and  un- 
limited profeffions  of  refpeft.  Great  Britain 
returned  the  firft  definitive  anfvver,  by  declar- 
ing her  readinefs  to  meet  in  congrefs  with 
France  and  Spain,  but  never  to  permit  the 
interference  of  any  foreign  power  between  her 
and  her  rebellious  fubjedts.  This  declaration  February. 
ferved  as  a  theme  to  the  Bourbon  courts,  who 
declared  they  would  never  make  a  public  facri- 
lice  of  their  honour  and  good  faith  by  aban- 
doning the  Americans.' 

At  length,  after  the  interchange  of  nnme-  Mediation 
rous  papers,  prince  Kaunitz,  who  had   been  '^cffcauai. 
principally  engaged  in  managing  the  confe^ 
rences,  declared,  that  the  arifwers  of  France  s«ptcrabcr. 
and  Spain  precluded  all  hopes   of  a  favour- 
able termination :  the  principles  they  ftrove  to 
maintain,  convinced  him  that  all  attempts  at 
conciliation  would  be  ill-timed.     Spain  mani- 
fefted  more  pafiionand  inflexibility  than  France^, 

the 
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CHAP,  the  Catholic  king  expreffing  particular  acri- 
^1^   mony,  and  afFefting  peculiar  caufes  of  com^ 
i78i*     plaint. 
Altered  The  Auftrian  minifter  accompanied  thia  rc- 

Au^u**^  cital  with  fome  ambiguous  expreffions;  he 
admitted  the  arguments  of  England  to  be  faiir 
and  honourable,  but  too  lofty  for  the  force  of^ 
the  nation.  When  the  determination  not  to 
permit  the  introdu6lion  of  American  affairs  was 
difclofed,  he  farcaftically  faid,  "  whoever  fuc- 
ceeds  in  making  a  peace  for  you  on  thefe  terms^ 
Erit  mihi  magnus  Apollo^  He  exprefled  his 
fentiments  more  fully  when  he  ^announced  the 
failure  of  the  negotiation.  "  If  you  have  not 
flrength  enough."  he  faid,  "  to  fupport  your 
rights,  you  muft  yield  to  fuperior  torce,  and 
dire  neceffity.  I  own  when  I  hear  it  aUeged 
that  the  honour  of  France  muft  not  be  facri- 
ficcd  by  abandoning  the  Americans,  I  anfwer 
as  an  Engliihman  would,  what  have  I  to  do 
with  the  honour  of  France;  flie  herfelf  facri- 
ficed  it  at  the  moment  when  flie  contrafted  a 
traitorous  and  unwairantable  connedion  with 
the  king's  rebellious  fubjefts.  We  can  afford 
her  no  other  choice  than  that  of  the  moft  pro- 
per and  becoming  manner  of  receding  from 
that  connexion.  But  tliefe  fentiments  will  be 
unavailing,  even  in  the  mouth  of  an  Engliih 
ininifier,  unlefs  you  can  maintain  them  by 
force  in  every  quaiter.  Your  prefcnt  difiicul- 
ties  and  dangers  feem  to  require  important 
conceflions;  but  I  Ihall  applaud  the  national 
fpirit  and  vigour  if  they  render  them  untte- 
ccffary.*' 

This  opi<iian  of  a  foreign  minifier  refpedin^' 
the  tranfaftions  6f  Great  Britain,  would  merit 
little  notice,  did  they  not  indicate  the  altered 
temper  of  the  Auftrian  cabinet.    At  the  deceafe . 

6t 
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of  the  emprefs  Maria  Tbcrefa,  in  November^  CHAP. 
1780,   great  expe6iations  were  formed  from     xLit 
the  vigour  and  fpirit  of  Jofeph  IL    But  Kau-  ^"^juf 
nitz  infufed  into  his   mind  a  partiality  for 
France,  to  which  he  had  previoufly  ihewn  a 
decided  repugnance.      Great   Britain  endea- 
voured to  gain  the  friendfhip  of  the  emperor  by 
liberal  offers,  and  among  others,  to  open  the 
navigation  of  the  Scheldt ;  and  it  was  urongly 
urged,  that  a  connexion  with  England  could 
alone  bring  back  that  political  fyilem  which 
would  eive  to  Auftria  due  weight  in  the  general 
fcale  of  Europe.  Prince  Kaunitz,  however,  con- 
fined the  firft  tranfaftions  of  the  new  reign,  to 
that  reihi^ied  policy  which  he  had  marked  out 
fortheemprefs  queen:  Jofeph  loft  an  important 
period  in  petty  internal  regulations,  and  was 
foon  charafterized  by  an  ardent  attachment  to 
trifling  arrangements,  a  jealoufy  of  Pruflia,  and 
a  fublerviency  to  France.     Kaunitz  poffdfed 
great  talents  and  virtues ;  but  he  had  formed 
an  erroneous  fyftem,  and  was  of  a  difpofitiou 
too  unbending  to  recede. 

The  partiality  of  the  emperor  for  France 
foon  became  apparent  from  the  refer  ve  of  prince 
Kaunitz  towards  the  Englilh  embaifador,  and 
his  vindication  of  the  enemy,  if  not  always 
on  the  ground  of  right,  at  leaft  on  that  of 
expediency.     He  began  alfo  to  difplay  a  pre- The  empe- 
diledion  for  the  northern  league,  and  after  a  n>rjoin» 
long  and  affectedly  myfterious  concealment,  JonSc-'* 
avowed  the  acceffion  of  his  fovereign  to  that  moy. 
injurious  compact. 

A  jouRNEV  which  the  emperor  made  to  Hisgrow- 
Paris  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  feemed  totally  ^^^l^ 
to  have  reverfed  the  fentiments  he  had  imbibed  waniu 
in  his  former  expedition ;   his  partiality  was  P«ncc. 
now  as  confpicuous  as  his  contempt  had  been 

VOL.  I XI.  £  B  outrageous. 
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CUAV.  oiitrax^eous.  His  admiration  of  Louis  XVL  atid 
3^3^  fatisfaclion  at  events  favourable  to  France,  ex- 
a7««.  cited  furprife  at  Vienna,  and  confternation  in 
tl)e  BritKh  cabinet.' 
Statcofthc  Thk  [xTplcxities  arifing  from  the  afpeft  of 
»ina!  foreign  attiiirs,  Mere  augmented  by  untoward 
appearances  at  home.  Altliough  Great  Britain 
had  never  before  made  fuch  extenfive  military 
efforts ;  although  no  other  country  had  ever 
conceived  the  idea  offending  and  provifioning 
fo  great  an  army  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  the  war, 
marked  by  ill  fuccefs,  had  ceafedtobe  popular; 
national  honour,  or  the  jealous  vindication  of  the 
rights  of  fovereignty,  were  no  longer  confidered 
etjuivalent  to  the  enormous  expences,  which  the 
arts  of  oppofition  had  taught  the  people  to 
regar<l  with  peculiar  fufpicion  and  malevolence^ 
The  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  the  colo- 
nies had  been  fo  often  explained,  qualified, 
and  partially  renounced,  that  its  value  wa* 
rendered  ahnoft  infignificant,  and  the  pompous 
accounts  of  benclicial  commerce  with  America 
were  generally  difcredited,  fmce  a  long  pro- 
tracted fufpeniion  of  intercourfe  had  produced 
no  alarming  effcrts  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
ftrenglh  and  refources  of  the  country  furpafled 
expectation,  and-expofed  to  ridicule  the  gloomy 
forebodings  of  theoretical  financiers.  The 
grant  of  American  independence  Avas  therefore 
cont-emplated  as  a  moderate  medium  for  the 
acquifition  of  peace;  nor  was  the  neceflity  of 
yielding  to  a  formidable  combination  confidered 
derogatory  to  the  national  honour,  which  had 
been  fo  glorioufly  maintained  during  the  ftrug- 
gle.     Had  it  been  thought  expedient  to  aim 

Chiefly  from  private  information  and  official  correfpondence. 

at 
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at  exciting  ftrenuous  fentimcnts  of  enthufiafm,  chap. 
the  ftate  of  the  public  miiul^  was.  pecuUarly  JS^ii^, 
unfavourable.  Long  declamations  and  verbofe  »78i- 
complaints  of  fpeculative  grievances,  or  unfelt 
oppreffions,  had  rendered  political  difcuffion 
odious,  and  public  fpirit  fufpefted.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  metropolis,  immerfed  in  juxury,  and 
abandoned  to  diflipation, ^  furveyed  with  apa- 
thy the  courfe  of  public  events ;  while  thofe 
in  tlie  country  received  as  incontrovertible 
dogmas  the  ralli  fpeculations  of  their  mock- 
reprefentatives,  their  delegates,  and  corre- 
fponding  committees,  who  aimed  at  general 
reform,  and,  for  the ,  purpofe  of  overthrowing 
the  miniltry,  did  not  helitate  to  iliake  the  very 
bafis  of  government. 

In  the  new  parliament,  tlie  minority  had 
gained  a  con(iderable  increafe  of  adherents, 
and  added  to  their  lift  feveral  refpeftable  ora- 
tors, befides  acquiring  the  important  aid  of 
Sheridan  and  Pitt. 


^  The  ftate  of  the  Britifh  metropolit  occafioned  at  this  period 
ftvere  an iinatl versions  againlt  the  police.  Within  fight  of  the  palace^ 
and  in  the  centre  of  polite  refidencc,  an  impudent  empiric,  under 
pretext  of  a  medical  Icfturc,  detailed  every  night  the  moft  deteftable 
obfcenities,  which  were  collected  by  the  undet  lings  of  literature^  and 
fent  forth  to  poifon  the  minds  of  the  rifmg  generation,  naufeouAy 
iliuftrated  with  difguih'ng  proftitutions  of  the  graphic  att.  A  de- 
ftrudive  mode  of  adventure  called  «*  E.  O.**  was  fuppofed  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  law,  becaufe  not  di(lin£tly  fpecified  in  any  ftatute }  and 
tables  were  held  in  almoft  every  ftreet  and  alley  in  the  metropolis* 
To  thefe  not  only  men  of  fortune,  but  the  tradefman,  the  mechanic, 
nay  even  the  apprentice  and  the  inenijl  reforted.  Some  were  efta- 
blifhed  in  common  btothels,  and  exhibited  difgraceful  fcenes  of  riot, 
drunkennefs  and  debauchery,  while  plunder,  affafli nation,  and  fuicide 
abounded.  Late  in  the  enfuingfeifion,  the  attention  of  the  legiflacure 
wasdire6tcd  tdilkrds  thefe  nuifauces,  and  it  was  ftated  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  (fee  Debates,  46ih  June  1782,)  that  in  two  pariQics  of 
Weftmintter  alone,  two  hundred  and  ninety-fix  E.  O.  tables  wtre 
maintained.  Another  member  corroborated  the  aflertiony  adding^  that 
five  hundred  more  were  on  the  (lockS|  and  that  they  were  nuw  to  be 
found  in  almolt  every  country  town. 

E  E  2  TilE 
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CHAP.      The  misfortunes  of  the  war  rendered  the 
J^^[^    caufe  of  the    miniftry  almoft  hopelefs,    their 
1781.     meafures  inefficient,  and  generally  unpopular, 
were  languidly  defended,  even  by  their  pro- 
ieffed  partizans  ;  and  aflailed  by  reproach,  and 
dejeded  by  ill  fuccefs,  they  met  parliament  with 
unufual  anxiety  and  alarm. 
«7thNov.       In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,    the  king 
pllxikuncnf.  ^^P^^-ted  his  refolution  to  perlevere  in  oppofing 
'  the  combined  power  of  his  enemies,    till  lie 
could  obtain  terms  of  pacification  confiftent 
withhis  own  honour,  and  the  permanent  inte- 
refls  and  fecurity  of  his  people.     The  reftlefe 
simbition  M'hich  iirft  excited  the  enemy  to  com- 
mence, ftill  prolonged  the  war,  but  he  could 
not  confent  to  facritice,  cither  to  his  own  defire 
of  peace,  or  the  temporary  eafe  and  relief  of 
his  fubjefis,  the  effential  rights  and  permanent 
interefts  of  the  nation.     He  mentioned  in  terms 
of  deep  concern  the  unfortunate  events  of  the 
campaign  in  Virginia ;  but  trufted  in  the  pro- 
teft  ion  of  Providence,  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe, 
the  concurrence  and  fupport   of  parliament, 
the  valour  of  his  forces,  and  a  vigorous,  ani- 
mated,   and  united   exertion  of  the  faculties 
and  refources  of  the  people,  for  the  reftoration 
of  a  fufe  and  honourable  peace  tp  all  his  do- 
minions. 
Debates         LoRn  Sh£Lburx£  moTcd  ail  amendment 
addrcflea.    *^  *^^  addrefs,  and  declared  he  was  not  fur- 
prifed  at  the  language  uttered  from  the  throne ; 
^  it  proceeded    from   a  valiant  and    generous 

prince,  gathering  iirmnefs  from  jpisfortune, 
and  affuming  an  air  of  dignity  ana  refolution 
in  the  moment  when  calamity  prefled  on  him 
and  his  people.  Nor  was  he  furprifed  that 
minifters,  taking  advantage  of  fuch  noble  fen- 
timeuts,  had  fabricated  a  fpeech  flattering  to 

the 
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the  perfonal  feelings  of  their  fovereign ;  but  chap. 
the  fitiiation  of  the  country  required  them  to  J^iJ^ 
refill  the  impulfe  of  their  maftcr's  fentiments,  »7««- 
and  hon4ilMy  impart  fuch  advice  as  would  tend 
to  retrieve  his  affairs.  Be  decried  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  war,  imputing  its  difafters  to 
wautof  fyftem,  combination,  and  intelligence. 
By  uniformly  following  the  French,  we  had 
yielded  to  them  every  advantage :  wherever 
they  difpatched  a  large  force,  we  tardily  pur- 
fued  with  a  fmall  one.  Such  was  the  cafe  at 
the  Chefapeak,  at  Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  and  all 
the  Weft  India  iflands;  nay,  hecxpeftcd  another 
Chefapeak  at  Plymouth,  and  (hould  not  won- 
der to  find  a  Chefripeak  in  the  river  Thames. 
He  decried  the  war  with  Holland  as  a  war 
of  perfidy.  From  the  cautious  concealment  of 
the  meafure,  he  expeded  fome  great  achieve- 
ment to  compenfate  for  the  lofs  of  reputation 
in  fo  iliameful  a  furprife.  Bu\  inftead  of  an 
attack  againft  the  fpice  iilands^  Ceylon,  or 
fome  other  important  place,  St.  Euftatia  alon^^ 
was  captured,  and  he  folemnly  believed,  the 
furrender  of  lord  Cornwallis'a  army  had  been 
occafioned  by  the  manner  in  which  the  general 
and  admiral  had  difpofed  of  the  ftores.  In 
conclufion,  he  quoted  an  obfervation  of  the 
late  lord  Chatham ;  "  If  the  prefent  fyftem  is 
piirfued,  I  will  not  fay  thit  his  majefty  will 
iofe  the  crown,  but  his  aftairs  will  be  precipi- 
tated into  fuch  a  ftate  of  ruin,  diftraftion,  and 
calamity,  that  his  crown  will  be  fcarcely  worth 
his  wearing." 

The  duke  of  Richmond,  coinciding  in  lord 
Shelburne's  fentiments,  carried  his  cenfures 
ftill  further;  the  calamities  of  the  reign,  hQ 
faid,  ihould  be  attributed  not  to  ambition  in 
^be  enerni^?^  but  folly  in  the  mioift^ra  of  the 
F  i:  3  crown. 


4£3  HISTORY  OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  crown.     He  vehemently  decried  the  reprcfen- 
XLii."  tation  of  the  people,    and  affirmed  that  tlie 

tTsiT^  country  was  governed  by  clerks,  each  niinifter 
confining  hirofelf  to  bis  own  office,  find  con- 
fequently,  inftead  of  rcfponfibility,  union  of 
opinion,  and  concerted  meafurcs,  nothing  was 
difplayed  but  diflenfion,  weaknefs,  and  cor- 
ruption. All  thcfe  faults  in  government  ori- 
ginated in  the  interior  cabinet,  and  as  a  proof 
thatfuch  an  influence  ex ifted,  he  quoted  lord 
Chatham's  declaration,  that  '*  when  be  entered 
the  king's  clofet,  he  found  the  ground  rotten, 
aud  himfelf  duped  and  deceived." 
.  The  marquis  of  Rockingham  drew  a  com- 
parifon  bctMten  the  king's  acceffion  and  the 
prefcnt  period.  On  the  death  of  that  great 
and  good  prince  George  II.  he  faid,  triumph 
and.iaccefs  attended  oui;  arms  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe ;  a  Pitt  directed  t^ie  political 
anachine,  a  Newcaftle  the  finances,  a  Legge 
prefided  over  the  exchequer,  and  an  Anion 
over  the  navy  ;  forming  not  only  an  able  and 
upright,  but,  which  was  far  more  important 
in  thiscountry,  a  popular  adminiftration.  Thefe 
men  ha^i  been  compelled  one  by  one  to  retire, 
and  from  that  i)eri0d  every  thing  was  con- 
duced by  favouritifm  and  fecret  influence. 
$ccret  influence,  and  luft  of  unconftitutional 
pp\ycr,  had  given  birth  to  an  attempt  at  i-en- 
deriQg  'America  a^  fervile  and  devoted  as 
England  had  proved,  herfelf.  This  had  occa- 
lioncd  and  prolonged  the  Avar,  and  the  aflertion 
in  the  king's  fpeech,  that  it  originated  in  the 
refilefs  ambition  of  the  enemy,  was  therefore 
£^11  arrant  falfehood. 

Lord  Camdkn  reprobated  the  conduft  of 

tfie  war,  attributing. its  mifcarriages  principally 

to  tlie  deranged  ftate  pf  the  Jiayy,  to  irrefo-. 

•  ;.  .       lution 
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lution  and  want  of  vigour  in  the  cabinet,  and   chak 
above  all  to  the  fatal  error  of  coutiiming  to    J^iil^, 
bend  our   principal    eftbrts  againft  America.      ^1^}^ 
The  fubjugation  of  the  colonies  Jhould  now 
be  rendered  a  fecondary  object;  and  all   our 
c*3tertions  employed  in  reftoring  the  navy  to 
itspriftine'refpcct,  effeclivcrtrcngth,  and  wonted 
fupcriority.     Though  late,  the  experiment  was 
Avorth  making,  and  if  foiled   we  muft  fubmit 
to  Providence.     In  the  lait  war,    A^•e  retained 
the  choice   of    attack,   and   confounded  our 
enemies,  who  knew  not  where  or  how  to  defend 
therafelves ;  panic  and  defpair  fucceeded  coiir 
fulion,  and  victory  was  ours  on  every  iide. 

The  mcafures  of  government  M*ere  fpecifi^- 
cally  defended  by  lord  Stormont  and  the 
earl  of  Ililllborough,  but  their  arguments  werp 
jiot  proportioned  to  the  vigour  of  the  attack ; 
and  the  lord  clrancellor,  while  he  paffed  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  the  judgment  and  elo- 
quence of  lord  Camden,  refilled  the  amend- 
ment, principally  as  it  was  contrary  to  the 
eftablilhed  forms  of  parliament.  It  Avas  re- 
jeAed  by  a  confiderable  majority,*'  and  no 
more  than  three  peers  fubfcribed  a  Ihort  pro- 
teft.   . 

Is  the  houfe  of  commons.  Fox  moved  an 
amendment  fnnilar  to  that  of  lord  Shelburne. 
He  farcaftically  applauded  the  miniftry  for 
engaging  very  young  members  to  move  and 
fecond  the  addrcCs  ;  ^  a  taik  which  required 
the  benefit  of  inexperience,  the  recommenda^ 
tion  of  ignorance.  Though  himl«lf  a  young 
man,  he  could  not  be  called  a  young  member ; 
Jie  had  feen  tlxe  wliole  fyftem  of  minifters,  theif 

'  75  to  31. 
*  Mr.Percival  and 'Mr,  Thomas  Orde. 

X  E  4  progreffivg 


4fi4  HISTORY   OF  tNGLAND. 


to  him  a  fubjeft  of  aftonifhment,  nay  of  horror. 
Men  unacquainted  with  the  Hritilh  confiitu- 
tion,  and  ignorant  that  the  fpeech. was  con- 
trived by  a  cabinet  council,  would  pronounce 
it  that  of  an  arbitrary,  defpotic,  hard-hearted 
and  unfeeling  monarch ;  who,  having  involved 
the  ilaves  his  fubjeds  in  a  ruinous  and  unna- 
tural war,  to  glut  his  enmity,  or  fatiate  his 
revenge,  was  determined  to  perfevere  in  fpite 
of  calamity  and  even  of  fate.  The  general 
expe^ation  was,  that  the  king  would  have 
avowed  with  regret  his  having  been  deluded, 
and  requeued  the  alTiftance  of  parliament  in 
reftoring  peace,  fecurity,  and  happinefs ;  but 
inftead  of  this  they  had  heard  a  fpeech  breath- 
ing vengeance,  blood,  mifery,  and  rancour. 

The  mover  of  the  addrefs  had  obferved,  that 
there  were  members  of  parliament  fo  loft  to 
duty,  honour,  and  fhame,  as  to  exprefs  warm 
wifhes  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  enemy,  to  glory  in 
their  conquefts,  and  boaft  of  the  countenance 
they  had  given  to  rebellion;  to  fuch  men  muft 
the  calamities  of  the  country  be  attributed. 
In  reply  to  this  obfervation,  Fox  quoted  lord 
Chatham,  who,  at  the  very  commencemeht  of 
the  difpute,  **  thanked  God  that  America  re- 
"  fifted  the  claims  of  the  mother-country." 
"  But  all  the  calamities  of  the  country,"  "he 
continued,  "  are  afcribed  to  the  wiflies,  the 
joy,  and  the  fpeeches  of  oppofition.  Oh 
miferable  and  unfortunate  miniltry  !  Oh  blind 
and  incapable  men  !  whofe  meafures  are  framed 
with  fo  little  forefight,  and  executed  with  fo 
little  firmnefi,  that  they  crumble  to  pieces  and 

bring 
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bring  ruin  on  the  country,  merely  becaufe  one  chap. 
ra(h,  weak,  or  wicked  man  in  the  houfe  of  JS'IJj 
commons  makes  a  fpeech  a^ainft  them  !  What  s/Su 
defpicable  ttatefmen,  who  frame  their  meafures 
in  fo  feeble  and  wretched  a  manner  as  to  make 
no  provifion  for  the  contingencies  of  fortune, 
nor  for  the  rafli  or  even  wicked  paflions  of 
individuals  !  Could  they  expeft  there  would  be 
no  raih,  no  weak,  no  wicked  men  in  the  king- 
dom, or  were  they  fo  ralh,  fo  weak,  and  fo 
wicked,  as  to  contrive  meafures  of  fuch  a  tex- 
ture, that  the  intervention  of  any  unforefeen 
circumftance  broke  them  to  pieces  and  deftroyed 
the  empire."  Retrofpedive  cenfures  were  de- 
precated, but  minifters  muft  bear  to  hear  them; 
they  muft  hear  them  on  that  day  when  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  muft  recal  to  their 
eara,  the  difgraceful  and  ruinous  meafures  which 
had  brought  the  kingdom  to  its  prefent  ftate. 
They  mull  not  only  hear  them  in  parliament^ 
but  he  trufted,  through  the  indignation  and 
vengeance  of  an  injured  and  undone  people, 
they  would  hear  of  them  at  the  tribunal  of 
juftice,  and  expiate  them  on  the  public  fcaifold. 
The  day  was  approaching,  it  was  at  hand,  when 
the  people  would  no  longer  fubmit,  nor  the 
miniftry  efcape.  He  would  not  fay  he  believed 
they  were  in  the  pay  of  France ;  it  was  not 

Eofiible  for  him  to  prove  the  faft;  but  they 
ad  ferved  the  grand  monarque  more  faithfully 
and  more  fuccefefuUy  than  ever  minifters  ferved 
a  mafter.'  If  the  French  king  had  exhaufted 
his  exchequer  and  drained  his  refou^ces  for 
their  emolument,  he  cheaply  pijrchafed  the 
aggrandizement  of  his  kingdom :  they  had 
promoted  the  French  aim  of  uni  verfal  monarchy 
jnore  than  all  the  preceding  minifters  Frai^pe 

'  ^  hadl 
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CHAP,  had  ever  employed,  nay  more  than  all  the 
,^^i^^  achievements  of  Louis  le  grand.  In  fupport 
1781.  of  thefe  afl'ertions,  Mr.  Fox  reviewed  the  ori- 
gin and  conduA  of  the  war,  alfirminj^  that  the 
lofs  of  the  army  in  Virginia,  and  the  lofs  of 
thirteen  provinces,  niiift  be  folely  afcribed  to 
the  influence  of  the  crown.  All  the  calamities 
of  the  nation  were  counefled  with  the  fyfteni 
and  with  the  men  in  power.  By  changing  the 
one  in  toto^  and  removing  the  others,  the 
fountain-head  would  be  purified,  and  the  whole 
ftreani  no  longer  contaminated. 

Sevkhal  other  members  in  oppofition  ipoke 
in  reproachful  terms  of  the  condition  of  the 
navy,  and  the  general  fyftem  of  government, 
;Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  did  not  hefitate  to  affirm; 
'*  that  there  Mas  no  public,  no  parliament,  nor 
could  government  be  conducted  without  bring* 
ing  to  an  account  thofe  who  had  reduced  the 
nation  to  its  prefent  difgraceful  fituation.'*  He 
did  not  defire  a  change  of  miniftry ;  no  matter 
what  puppets  worked  the  difmalfcene !  Whether 
one  low  little  fet  of  men,  on  one  or  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  houfe,  w  hile  the  fecret  poi- 
soning influence  remained,  which  had  begun 
with  and  continued  through  the  whole  reign. 
He  hoped  to  God  the  miniflry  would  not  be 
difplaced  till  they  liad  brought  the  affairs  of 
the  nation  to  fucn  a  crilis,  as  would  draw  on 
them  a  fuitable  reward.  He  favoured  the 
amendment,  but  if  it  were  carried  Mould  not 
vote  for  tlie  addrels,  nor  confent  to  a  fliiliiiig 
of  fupi>ly  in  fupport  of  a  Mar  to  which  the 
country  gentlemen  had  unfortunately  afforded 
too  much  countenance. 

'    The  reflexions  on  the  ftate  of  the  navy  were 
^nlwcred  by  lord  Mulgrave,  who  refuted  many 

uffertion^ 
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aflettions  by  contradiAory  fafts,  and  affirmed,  chap. 
that  at  no  previous  period  had  fo   ample   a     xlii. 
marine  been  provided,    a  marine  which   em-    ^"TtuT^ 
ployed  a  hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  men* 
In  the  courie  of  his  fpecch,  he  advanced  the 
extraordinary  aflertion,  that  Great  Britain  never 
was  equal  to  France  in  a  naval  conteft,  M'hcn 
that  power  applied  all  her  refources  and  ftrength 
to  the  equipment  of  a  navy.     In  the  reigns  of 
William  III.*  and  queen  Anne,  France  was  fu- 
perior  to  Great  Britain  and    Holland.      The 
prefent  war  was  calamitous,  but  not  difgrace- 
ful ;  nor  could  a  period  of  hiftory  be  produced, 
when  the  honour  and  fpirit  of  the  nation  had 
rifen  to  a  more  glorious  height. 

Lord  North,  in  a  Ihort  but  able  fpeech, 
anfwered  the  philippic  of  Mr.  Fox,  treating 
withfcorn  the  infinuation  that  miniftcrs  received 
the  pay  of  France;  the  leader  of  oppofitiori 
did  not  believe  it,  nor  did  any  man  in  the 
houfe,  or  in  the  kingdom.  The  misfortunes  of 
the  country  had  been  attributed  to  the  mJf- 
conduft,  incapacity,  or  treachery  of  minifters; 
but  whatever  might  be  their  talents,  their  zeal 
in  the  fervicc  of  Iheir  country  was  indifputable, 
and  their  errors  thofe  of  the  judgment,  not 
the  heart.  The  American  war  was  profecutcd, 
not  M'ith  the  infamous  defign  of  aggrandizing 
the  crown  at  the  expence  of  the  conftitution, 
and  making  the  fubjefts  (laves  that  the  king 
Hiight  be  defpotic,  but  with  the  view  of  pre- 
ferving  intire  and  unbroken  the  old  and  vene- 
rable conftitution  of  government,  conipofed  of 

*  The  views  of  William  on  the  continent,  turned  his  attention 
from  a  naval  to  a  land  force  3  nearly  the  fame  eontinental  politici 
prevailed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne  j  there '^ 
fore  brd  Mulgrare^t  argumeot  cannot  t^  any  mtjans  t}e  coniidered 
as  coBclu&ve. 
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c  H  A  p«  king,  lords,  and  commons,  for  which  our  fil- 
xi-n.     thcrs  had   bled,    and   which   Europe  envied. 

^TtsTT'  The  Americans  had  originally  no  obje6lion  to 
fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  crown,  but  ob- 
jeded  to  the  interference  of  parliament.  They 
were  adverfe  to  the  claims  of  parliament,  and 
pot  thofe  of  the  fovereign,  and  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  thofe  refifted  rights  the  war  was  com- 
menced. "  A  melancholy  difufter  has  occurred 
in  Virginia,"  he  faid,  "but  are  we* therefore 
to  lie  down  and  die  r  No :  it  ought  rather  to 
impel,  to  urge,  to  animate ;  for  by  bold  and 
united  exertions  every  thing  may  be  faved; 
by  dtjeftion  and  defpair  every  thing  muft  be 
loft."  He  Mould  not  be  deterred  liy  menaces 
of  impeachment  and  the  fcaffbld  from  ftriv- 
ing  to  preferve  the  rights  and  legiflative  au- 
thority of  parliament  The  war  had  been 
unfortunate,  but  not  unjuft,  it  was  founded  in 
right,  and  ditlated  by  necellity ;  he  had  alv'ays 
thought  fo,  and  iliould  the  Ihare  he  had  taken 
in  maintaining  the  conftitution  lead  to  the 
feaffold,  his  opinions  would  remain  unaltered. 

Burke  rofe  indignant  at  this,  fpeech,  which 
he  termed  not  only  imprudent  but  audacious; 
it  froze  his  blood  and  harrowed  up  his  fouL 
-  If  men  M'ere  untaught  by  experience,  if  neither 
calamities  could  make  them  feel,  nor  the  voice 
of  God  make  them  m  ife,  what  had  this  poor, 
fallen,  miferable,  undone  country  to  hope? 
The  war  was  not  unfortunate  but  difgraceful : 
the  former  epithet  could  only  apply  to  occur-* 
rences  in  which  fortune  alone  was  concerned, 
but  the  prelent  war  exhibited  neither  plan  nor 
forefight.  Vi6fcories  and  defeats,  towns  taken 
or  evacuated,  generals  appointed  or  recalled, 
{ill  were  alike,  all  were  calamitous.  Vi^pry 
infoired  hope,  defeat  defpair^  but  bot^i  inftii 

gated 
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gated  us  to  go  on,  and  both  were  therefore  chap. 
calamitous.  The  king's  fpecch,  however,  was  xui. 
the  greateft  calamity  of  all,  for  that  fliewed  ^^TtsIT' 
the  difpofition  of  minifters,  not  to  retreat  an 
inch,  but  to  plunge  deeper,  and  augment  the 
difgrace  and  unhappinefs  of  the  nation.  But 
who  could  patiently  hear  of  rights,  M'hich  had 
coft  us  fo  much,  and  which  were  likely  to  coft 
us  our  all.  **  Good  God"!  He  exclaimed, 
*'  are  we  yet  to  be  told  of  the  rights  for  which 
we  went  to  war.  Oh,  excellent  rights  !  Oh, 
valuable  rights !  that  have  coft  Britain  thirteen 
provinces,  four  iflands,  a  hundred  thoufand 
m^n,  and  more  than  feventy  millions  of  money ! 
Oh,  wonderful  rights  !  that  have  loft  to  Great 
Britain  her  empire  on  the  ocean,  her  boafted, 
grand,  and  fubftantial  fuperiority,  which  made 
the  world  bend  before  her !  Oh,  ineftimable 
rights !  that  have  taken  from  us  our  rank 
among  nations,  our  importance  abroad,  and  our 
happinefs  at  home ;  that  have  deprived  us  of 
our  trade  and  manufaftures  ;  reduced  us  from 
the  moft  flourifliing  empire  in  the  world,  to  one 
of  the  moft  compaA,  unenviable  powers  on  the 
face  of  the  globe !  Oh,  wonderful  rights!  that 
are  likely  to  take  from  us  all  that  yet  remains  ! 
We  had  a  right  to  tax  America,  and  as  we  had 
a  right  we  muft  do  it.  We  nmft  rifk  every 
thing,  forfeit  every  thin«f,  think  of  no  confe* 
quences,  take  no  confideration  into  view  but 
our  right,  confult  no  ability,  nor  meafure  our 
right  with  our  power,  but  nmft  have  our  right. 
Oh,  miferable  and  infatuated  minifters  !  Aiife- 
rable  and  undone  country  !  not  to  know  that 
right  fignifies  nothing  without  might;  that  the 
claim,  without  the  power  of  enforcing  it,  was 
nugatory  and  idle  in  the  copyhold  of  rival 
ftates^  or  of  immenf^  bodies.    Ob  !  fays  a  iilly 

man^ 
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CHAP,  ^^^j  full  of  his  prerogative  of  domiaion  over 
XLii.     a  few  beafts  of  the  field,   there  is  excellent 

^^gJT^  wool  on  the  back  of  a  wolf,  and  therefore  he 
nmft  be  fl)eared.  AVhat !  flicar  a  wolf  ?  Yes. 
But  will  he  comply  ?  have  you  confidercd  the 
trouble  r  how  will  you  get  this  wool  ?  Oh  ;  I 
have  confidcred  nothing,  and  I  will  confider 
nothing  but  my  right:  a  wolf  is  an  animal 
that  has  wool ;  all  animals  that  have  wool  are 
to  be  fliorn,  and  therefore  I  will  ibear  the  wolf. 
This  was  jurt  the  kind  of  reafoning  urged 
by  tlie  miuifier,  and  this  the  counfel  he  had 
given." 

A  FT  EH  a  protrafted  difcuffion,  the  amend- 
ment was  negatived/ 

•tihNov.  On  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  addrcfs, 
the  debate  was  renewed,  and  principally  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  a  moft  eloquent  harangue  from 
Mr.  William  Pitt,  who  acquired  great  applaufe 
from  both  fides  of  the  houfe.  He  rofe  to 
vent  thole  fcntiments  of  indignation  which 
rendered  his  lituation  too  painful  to  be  endured 
in  filencc.  Duty  to  his  fovereign  and  his  coun- 
try impelled  him  to  endeavour  at  preventing 
{)arliament  from  precipitately  pledging  the 
loufe  to  profecutc  tlie  American  war,  and  per- 
fevere  in  that  fatal  fyftcm  which  had  led  a  once 
flourifliing  and  glorious  nation,  ilep  by  fiep,  to 
a  fituation  the  moft  calamitous  and  difgraceful; 
a  fituation  which  threatened  the  iinaldiflblution 
of  the  empire.  He  was  unable  to  account  for 
the  confidence  of  miniftcrs  in  propofmg  an 
addrefs  which  pledged  parliament  to  meafures, 
of  which  not  even  a  plan  or  outline  was  fub- 
mitted  to  their  confideration.  What  could 
occafion  fo  ftedfall  an  adherence  to  the  Ame- 

^  2lS   to   Z29, 

rican 


G*£ORGE    IIL  431 

^ican  war?  Was  there  any  national  objecl  in  chap. 
purfuit  ?  Certainly  none  !  In  real  truth  the  ob-  ,^^^^1^ 
Jeft  of  couteft  was  an  appendage  to  the  office  ij^i. 
of  firft  lord  of  the  treafury,  too  dear  to  be  re- 
linquilhed ;  it  was  the  grand  pillar,  built  on 
the  ruins  of  the  conftitution,  by  which  he  held 
liis  (ituation ;  the  great  means  of  extending 
that  influence  of  the  crown  on  which  alone  he 
placed  his  fecurity  !  But  how  could  minifters 
expeft  the  confidence  of  parliament,  who  had 
among  tliemfelves  no  bond  of  union  ?  "I  am 
fatisfied  in  my  foul"  he  exclaimed  "  that 
were,  I  to  go  from  one  end  of  the  treafury 
bench  to  the  other,  and  afk  every  man  there, 
if  he  could  truit  his  neighbour,  they  Avould 
all  anfwer  in  the  negative :  and  yet  they  ex- 
pe6i  from  parliament  that  confidence  which 
they  have  not  in  each  other." 

Mr.  Pitt  then  analized  the  different  rea- 
fons  affigned  on  the  preceding  day  for  conti 
lining  the  war.  Lord  North  had  argued  that 
the  war  was  juft  and  neceffary.  As  to  its 
juftice,  no  difcuffion  was  neceflary,  the  whole 
univeife  had  heard  and  feen  enough  to  decide 
on  that  head  ;  the  term  necefllity,  as  applied  to 
its  prolongation,  was  not  cafily  underflood  ;  it 
could  mean  nothing  fliort  of  phyfical  neceffity, 
and  to  fay  that  an  end  could  not  be  put  to  the 
war,  if  parliament  were  fo  refolved,  was  an  ab- 
furdity  too  grofs  for  animadverfion.  Lord 
George  Germaine  had  refted  all  his  hope  on  the 
more  mild,  lenient,  and  moderate  expeftation. 
of  the  practicability  of  uifpatching  a  fufficicnt 
force  to  enable  the  numerous  friends  of  Great 
Britain  to  conquer  their  opponents.  To  ap- 
preciate the  wifdom  of  this  conceit,  Mr.  Pitt 
recommended  a  retrol])e^  of  the  war ;  the 
events  of  the  laft  campaign,  and  above  all  the 

tenth 
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CHAP,  tenth  article  of  lord  CornwalUs's  capitulatioti| 
XLii.  ^vhere  all  the  friends  of  Great  Britain,  all  thc^ 
^■^gj^  loyaliiis  M'ho  had  been  treacheroufly  deluded 
to  join  the  army,  were  left  to  the  civil  juftice 
of  their  country.  He  could  not  define  what 
vas  the  civil  juftice  of  America,  but  if  the 
fame  treacherous  fyftem  which  had  long^  dif- 
graced  Great  Britain  were  perfevered  in,  civil 
juftice  might  overtake  thofe  who  were  more 
groper  objefts  of  its  operation,  than  the  unfor- 
tunate wretches  who  had  facrificed  their  lives 
and  fortunes  to  the  empty  promifes  of  an  aban- 
doned adminiftration. 

BuuKE  alfo  returned  to  the  charge,  advert- 
ing to  lord  Cornwallis's  furrender,  and  to  the 
horrible  fpeclacle  which  muft  meet  the  eyes  of 
a  prince  of  the  blood,*  who  could  not  fail 
along  the  American  coaft,  without  beholding 
the  faithful  adherents  of  his  father  hanging 
in  quarters  on  every  head-land.  The  blood  of 
all  the  Americans  who  loft  their  lives  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  capitulation,  refted  on  the 
head  of  lord  Cornwallisor  the  miniftry,  and  he 
would  make  thofe  walls  re-echo  with  it  till  the 
noble  earl,  for  whofe  virtues  he  had  the  higheft 
regard,  accounted  for  a  condud  fo  difgraceful 
to  the  Britilh  name,  fo  difgraceful  to  humanity. 
fie  compared  the  furrender  of  York  town  with 
that  of  Saratoga,  and  branded  the  minifters  as 
the  caufe  of  thofe  difafters,  and  the  addrefs  as 
the  moft  hypocritical,  infamous,  abandoned, 
lying  paper,  the  houfe  had  ever  been  called  on 
to  vote. 

Mr.  Courteney  mentioned  with  indigna- 
tion the  invidious  comparifon  between  two 

t  Prince  William  Hemy*  now  4uke  of  Clarence^  who  then  kmd 
in  a  iubordinatc  ftatioa  in  the  fleet. 
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unfaccefsful  generals.  Lord  Cornwallis  had  fal-  chap. 
len,  not  ignobly,  by  the  united  arms  of  France  J^^ 
and  America:   he  had  not  fallen  in  the  pride     1781. 
of  prefumption  by  the  poj/k  comitatus ;    but 
admired  and   refpe6led   even  by  the  enemy. 
**  His  chains,"  the  generous  orator  exclaimed, 
"  are  wreathed  uith  laurels ;    he  is  an  honour 
to  his  profeffion,  who  will  add  luftre  to  the 
higneft  dignities  that  can  be  conferred  on  him, 
and  the  facred  and  applauding,  voice  of  the 
people,  will  fanftify  the  choice  of  a  difcerning 


lovereign 


The  report  was  received.^ 

Lord  CornwaIlis  was  not  alone  expofed  jothNor. 
to  animadverfion ;    Sir  George  Rodney  and  ^«bat«on 
j>;eneral  Vaughan  received  early  notice  from  of^su^^* 
Burke,  that  he  fhould  demand  copies  of  their  Euftatia. 
inftrudions  for  proceedings  at   St.  Euftatia; 
and  both  profefling  themfelves  ready  to  meet 
the  inquiry,  lie  made  his  motion.     His  fpeech  4th  Dec. 
was   a  feries    of  farcaftic    reflexions  on    the 
commanders,  M'hom  he  reprefented  as  cowardly 
and  cruel  in  their  meditated  attack  on  St.  Vin- 
cent's, and  wanton  and  rapacious  plunderers  of 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Euftatia*     He  difplayed 
the  abfurdity  of  felling  the  ftores  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  furnifh  the  enemy  with  fupplies 
wJiich  they  could  no  ptherwife  have  obtained, 
and  accufed  the  admiral  of  pronioting  their 
fuccelfes,  by  lingering  on, the  loot  to  which  his 
intereft  fixed  him,  white  the  French  fleet  was 
reinforced,  and  Tobago  taken.     He  hoped  the 
two  commanders  would  not  reft  contented  with 
felf  approbation,  and  the  fuppprt  of  friends  : 
a  man  miglit  fay 

■  Popiilus  me  fibildt  at  mihi  plando, 
Ipfe  doiui  fimui  ac  nummos  cootexsplor  in  arc^; 

^  131  to  54. 
VOL.   III.  J  F  but 


434  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  but  juftice  and  the  public  would  require  Ibmc- 
;v^JLj  thing  more.  He  {hould  perfevere  in  urging 
'J'*"*  inquiry  :  the  charadcr  of  accufer  was  odious 
only  M'hen  the  objeft  of  inculpation  was  weak, 
opprefled,  or  indigent,  but  it  was  not  odious 
to  profecute  guilt  in  ftars  and  ribbons,*  guilt 
rewarded  and  countenanced  by  the  official  and 
the  opulent. 

The  admiral  faid  he  appeared  before  Saint 
Euftatia,  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  off  fupplies 
from  the  enemy,  and  with  the  fixed  determina* 
tion  not  to  grant  any  terms  to  the  inhabitants, 
who,  though  nominallv  friends  to  England, 
had  been  the  allies  of  the  enemy.  Many  refi* 
dents,  who  called  themfelves  Englifliraen,  were 
not  afliamed  to  fupply  warlike  ftores  for  the 
deitruftion  of  their  country,  and  as  he  confider- 
ed  fuch  men  undeferving  of  favour,  he  deter- 
mined to  ihew  them  none.  Far  from  fuffering 
ftores  to  be  conveyed  to  the  enemy's  iflands, 
dire6lly  or  circuitoufly,  he  had  ordered  them 
all  to  his  majefty's  depdts  at  Antigua,  and,  to 
infure  obedience,  had  deprived  the  fliips  dcf- 
tined  to  convey  them  of  their  provifions, 
fave  a  bare  fufficiency  for  the  voyage.  Inftead 
of  remaining  inaftive,  as  had  been  infmuated, 
he  had  planned  two  expeditions,  one  againft 
Curacoa,  the  other  againft  Surinam,  when  he 
received  advice  that  a  French  fleet  of  ten  or 
twelve  fail,  with  about  feventy  tranfports,  was 
failing  for  Martinique,  and  difpatched  Sir  Sa- 
muel Hood  Math  fifteen  fail  to  encounter  them. 
His  intention  afterwards  to  fight  de  Graffe  was 
difconcerted  by  intelligence  conveyed  to  the 
French  admiral,  and  he  detailed  fafts  which 
fully  fliewed  him  exempt  from  blame  in  not 
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foccotiring  Tobago,  or  preventing  the  cataftro-  eft  ap. 
phc  in  Virginia.  xlii.  ' 

General  Vauohan,  protcfting  on  his  ho-   ^it^* 
nour  that  he  was  not  direftly  or  indireftly  one 
ihilling  enriched  by  the  capture  of  St.  Euftatla, 
aflerted  that  he  had  treated  the  enemy  with  the 
utmoft  lenity ;  the  Jews,  who  were  feleded  as 

Eeculiar  objefts  of  commiferative  complaint^ 
ad  been  ihipped  at  their  own  defire  for  St. 
Thomas's,  but  when  the  general  learned  they 
had  been  landed  at  St.  Chriftopher's,  he  caufed 
a  reftitution  of  their  houfes  and  property,  and 
in  teftimony  of  their  fatisfadion  at  hii  condudl, 
he  produced  to  the  houfe  an  addrefs  from  the 
whole  body  in  fynagogue,  expreffive  of  their 
happinefs  in  living  under  the  mild  government 
of  Greorge  ni.  ^  Upon  the  whole  he  had  aded^ 
to  the  beft  of  his  judgment,  for  his  country's 
good,  and  not  his  own ;  and  as  he  was  neither 
a  lawyer  nor  a  metchant,  he  fliould  not  again 
in  fimilar  circumftances  afl;  differently.  The 
motion  was  negatived.  * 

In  debating  the  army  eftimates,  the  grand  30th  Nor. 
principle  of  the  war  came  again  under  difcuf-  Supplies 
(ion,  oppofition  at  firft  adopting  the  unprece-  ®pp^^^ 
dented  meafure  of  oppofing  the  fupply  in  toto. 
On  the  failure  of   this  wild  attempt,  ^    Sir  lath  n«. 
James  Lowther  interrupted  the  order  of  the  J^tinft"ihe 
day  for  the  army  eftimates,  'by  moving  a  refo-  war  by  sir 
lution,  "  that  the  war  carried  on  in  North  ^^^^^ 
America  had  been  ineffedual  either  in  proteft- 

^  The  expulfion  find  plunder  of  the  Jews  was  afterwards  (f  h 
February  17S2)  referred  to  a  committee  on  the  petition  of  Mr.  Ha- 
ben,  and  motion  of  Burke,  and  a  report  preferred  (x^th  May\ 
itfloftiog  great  difcredit  on  the  character  of  the  general  and  admiraL 
Anions  at  law  inliitutrd  againft  Rodney,  were  fubfequeptiy  decided. 
to  his  difadvantage,  and  he  was  forced  to  refund  large  fums  for  prO'* 
perty  UlegaUy,  though  not  undefervedly  felted. 

*  163  to  89.  »  It  was  over-ruled  by  17*  to  77. 
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CHAP,  ing  the  king's  fubjefts,  ordrfeating  the  dange- 
xLii.     rous  defigns  of  his  enemies."     If  this  propofi- 

^'g^  tion  wasaffented  to,  he  proHiifed  to  follow  it 
uith  another,  "  that  all  further  attempts  to  re- 
duce the  revolted  colonies  were  repugnant  to 
the  true  interefls  of  the  kingdom,  as  tending  to 
weaken  its  efforts  again  ft  its  ancient  and  power* 
ful  enemies." 

Mr.  Powvs  feconded  the  motion  in  a  long 
and  able  fpecch,  difplaying  the  illufory  and 
fallacious  nature  of  every  hope  to  fubjugate 
America,  and  defcribing  the  declining  flate  of 
the  nation,    and  the  ill-timed  inflexibility  of 
government,  by  parallels,  in  the  glowing  lan- 
guage of  Gibbon,  from  the  reigns  of  the  Roman 
etnperors  Valentinian  III.  and  Uonorius.     He 
exhorted  the  houfe  to  confider  the  nature  of 
the  war,  which  was  not  waged  between  rival 
ftates  for  a  barrier  or  boundary,  but  fo  confti- 
tuted  that  every  conclufion  muft  be  unfavour- 
able to  Great  Britain.     The  whole  war  had 
been  conduced   in    delufion ;    every  promife 
broken,   every  affeilion  fiilfified,  every  object 
relinquilhed.     It  was  now  a  war  of  revenue, 
now  of  fupremacy ;  now  a  war  of  coercion,  then 
of  friendlhip ;  and  thus  the  people,  the  houfe,, 
and  particularly  the  country  gentlemen,  had 
been  deluded,  confounded,  abufed,  and  cheated. 
Evafion  led  but  to  evafion;   trick  to  trick; 
repeated  loffes  had  converted  firmnefs  into  ob- 
ftinacy,   and  an  attachment  to  ancient  princi- 
ples of  party  would  now  be  evidence  of  frenzy- 
It  was  no  longer  time  for  men  to  group  toge- 
ther, or  indulge  in  narrow-minded  diftinftions, 
when  every  honell  heart  and  hand  in  the  king- 
dom lliouid  level  the  pitiful  boundaries  of  fe- 
paration,  and  unite  to  avert  the  wreck  with 
which  this  unhappy  country  was  fo  inuninently 

threatened. 
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threatened.     The  country  gentlemen,  long  de-   chap. 
ccived,   could  be  deluded  no  more.     No  idea     XLii. 
of  American   revenue   remained,    no  idea  of    ^tT!^ 
nlleyiating  the  burthens  of  Britain  by  carrying 
on  the  war ;  there  was  no  other  idea,  and  could 
be  no  other  motive,  than  to  preferve  the  power, 
the    confequence,    and  the  emoluments  that 
flowed  from  it.     No  inconvenience  could  re- 
fult  from    declaring,    that    the    continent  of 
America  fhould  no  longer  be  the  theatre  of 
war,  on  the  contrary,  the  European  enemies 
of  Great  Britain  would  become  alarmed  for 
their  numerous  poffeflions,  and  a  general  con- 
fternation  would  fpread  among  them  for  the 
fafety  of  their  wide  extended  dominions. 

Lord  North  acknowledged  the  motions 
to  l)e  fair,  moderate,  free  from  paflion,  not 
founded  in  perfonal  refentment,  and  as  to  ftyle 
perfeAly  unexceptionable,  but  refufed  to  con- 
cur in  them,  chiefly  becaufe  they  formed  a 
parliamentary  advertifement  to  the  enemy  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  next  campaign  would 
be  conduced ;  and  moved  the  order  of  the  day. 
He  avowed,  however,  his  opinion,  "  tkat  it 
'would  neither  be  wife  nor  right  to  profecute  the 
war  in  America  any  longer  on  a  continental 
plan ;  that  is,  by  fending  frejh  armies  to 
-march  through  the  colonies,  in  order  by  tkofe 
marches  to  fubdue  America  to  obedience''' 
Even  this  acknowledgment  he  would  have 
withheld,  but  it  was  plainly  legible  in  the 
eftimates,  the  moderation .  of  wliich  Ihewed 
that  government  had  no  intention  of  fubfti- 
tuting  an  army  for  that  of  lord  Cornwallis. 
Pofts  rauft  be  maintained  and  defended  in  cafe 
of  attack,  and  the  Britifli  commerce  muft  be 
pro^fted  againft  American  cruifers,  but  Sir 
F  F  3  James 
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CHAP.  James  Lowtber's  motions  would  prevent  the 
J^J^  accompliihmcnt  of  all  thefe  objeds. 
S78S.  Lord  George  Germaine  coincided  in 
opinion  with  lord  North,  but  declared,  that 
whenever  the  houfe  adopted  a  motion  which 
amounted  to  a  derelidion  of  America,  he  would 
retire,  for  in  his  opinion  the  moment  American 
independence  was  acknowledged,  the  Britiih 
empire  was  ruined.  Dunning,  though  he  ac* 
quiefced  in  Sir  James  Lowther's  motions,  af* 
^rted  the  fame  fentiment,  adding,  with  un- 
common warmth,  that  the  propofition  to  de* 
clare  America  independent,  was  little  iliort  of 
high  treafon." 

Many  confpicuous  members  on  both  fides 
add  relied  the  chair,  but  the  motion  for  the 
order  of  the  day  was  at  length  carried  by  a 
majority  of  forty-one  only,''  twenty  of  the 
ufual  fupporters  of  adminiftration  having  joined 
the  oppofing  party. ' 
14*  Dec.  This  debate  was  renewed  in  the  next  fitting 
^^Z  "  9^  ^^^  houfe,  and  was  chiefly  diftinguiihed  by 
an  eloauent  fpeech  from  Mr.  Pitt,  tending  to 
prove  tne  total  difagreement  in  principle  among 
the  members  of  the  cabinet.  He  defcribed 
the  two  parts  of  lord  North's  ftatement  as  re* 
pugnant  to  each  other;  he  firft  faid  it  was  re- 
folved  no  longer  to  profecute  the  war  on  a 
continental  plan,  and  then,  as  if  ihocked  at 
having  uttered  any  thing  which  feemed  fatis* 
faSory,  or  which  could  be  underftood,  fiartled 
at  the  found  of  his  own  words,  and  apprehen* 
five  he  had  dropped  a^  expreflion  by  which  he 
might  be  bo»md,  he  added  explanatory  exprcf- 
£ons  which  defeated  the  meaning  of  his  original 

•  Annual  Re^iHeri  17S1,  p.  x4(. 

f  %%o  10  J7SK  9  AitfMpl  Regiderobi  Tup, 

declaration. 
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declaratioQ.  Lord  North  faid  the  war  was  no  chap. 
longer  to  be  conduced  on  its  original  plan,  J^i[^ 
or  with  an  intention  of  fubduiug  America  hy  17I1, 
^orce;  lord  George  Germaine,  that  all  the 
minifters  were  agreed  in  not  abandoning  the 
objeds  of  the  war.  "  The  fecretary  for  Amp- 
rica,''  he  continued,  "  is  of  opinion  that  Great 
Britain  will  be  ruined  if  the  independence  of 
that  country  is  granted,  but  he  gives  it  only 
as  his  own  judgment,  without  knowing  the 
opinions  of  others  !  Is  it  to  be  credited  that  a 
miniftry,  ignorant  of  each  others  opinions,  are 
unanimous  ?  The  abfurdity  is  too  monftrous  to 
be  received,  efpecially  at  a  moment  when  they 
are  more  palpably  dilunited  than  ever/'  From 
a  comparifon  of  their  foeeches  he  ftrengthened 
his  aifertion  of  their  difunion,  and  averred  that 
one  or  both  had  the  meannefs  to  continue  in 
office,  and  ftand  refponfrble  for  meafures  which 
they  difapproved.  He  vehemently  ilivoked 
the  houfe  to  extricate  themfelves  from  the  dif- 
grace  of  being  fubfervient  to  the  defpicable 
views  of  fuch  men.  In  only  one  thing  they 
were  agreed,  and  that  was,  in  their  refolution 
to  deftroy  the  empire  they  were  called  upon  to 
fave,  and  this  he  feared  they  would  accomplifh, 
liefore  the  indignation  of  a  great  and  fufFering 
people  ihould  fall  on  their  heads  in  merited 
.  punifliment.  "  And  God  grant,"  he  added^ 
/'  that  that  punifhment'be  not  fo  long  delayed, 
as  to  involve  a  great  and  innocent  family, 
who,  though  they  can  have  had  no  ihare  in 
the  guilt,  may,  and  moil  likely  will,  fuffer  the 
confequences." 

Sir  George  Savile  ridiculed  the  addrefs, 

and  compared  the  crown  and  parliament  to 

dancers  of  a  minuet  to  a  tune  of  the  minifier's 

F  F  4  comppfrng. 
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.CHAP,  compofing.  The  crown  led  ofF  one  way,  the 
^y^  parliament  in  a  (imilar  ftep  to  the  oppoiite 
1781.  corner  5  they  then  joined  hands,  and  the  dance 
terminated  as  it  began.  If  niinifters  were  to 
put  into  the  king's  mouth  the  line  "  What 
beauties  does  Flora  difclofe,"  the  houfe  would 
echo  *'  ilow  fweet  are  herfmiles  upon  Tweed.'* 
In  a  more  ferious  tone,  he  infified  that  the 
addrefs,  though  demanded  as  merely  compli- 
mentaiy,  was  intended  to  be  combined  with 
other  n;cafures,  and  ultimately  to  delude  Par- 
liament into  a  continuance  of  the  American 
war.  He  compared  miniftcrs  to  the  Spartan, 
who  in  a  fea  engagement  fwam  to  a  galley  and 
feizcd  it  with  his  right  hand,  which  was  inftantly 
chopped  off.  He  then  rencM-ed  the  effort  with 
his  left,  and  met  a  firoilar  cataOrophe.  The 
failors  in  tlic  galley  then  aiked  if  he  meant  to 
perfevere;  the  Spartan  anfwered  not  in  the 
fame  way,  and  fcized  his  object  with  his  teetli. 
Thus  adminiltratiou  had  loll  two  armies  (both 
their  hands^  in  attempts  on  America,  yet  were 
they,  like  the  Lacedemonian,  determined  to 
proceed.  But  they  ihould  remember,  and  he 
warned  them,  that  when  the  Lacedemonian 
did  proceed,  he  was  deprived  of  his  head. 

Although  this  debate  was  long  and  vehe- 
ment,  yet  as  the  aim  of  the  motion  was  to 
delay  the  fupplies,  the  divifion  was  iefs  favour- 
able to  oppolition  than  that  of  the  preceding 
day.  ^ 
19th  Dec.       Ant  attempt  made  by  the  marquis  of  Hock- 
oppfcn  ingham,  to  prevent  the  third  reading  of  the 
the  lords,   malt  and  land  tax  bills  till  after  the  recefs,  was 
alfo  rejected,    though  well  fupported   by  the 
mover,  and  produ6tive  of  a  long  debate. 


V  16^  to  S4. 
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No  Other  tranfaftion  in  either  houfe,  previ-  chap. 
bus  to  the   recefs,   claimed  particular  notice,    ^^^^'- 
except  a  motion  by  Burke,  on  the  fubjeft  of      1781. 
Mr.   Laurens,    who  was  ftill  detained  in  the  ^^J"i 
tower.     He  painted   the  ill  treatment  of  this  Dcbwcsoii 
prifoner  in  cflowing  colours,  and  made  many  the  trwu 
farcaftic  contrafts  between  his  conduft,  cha-  L^ultM. 
rafter,  and  pretenfions,   and  thofe  of  his  fup- 
pofed  oppreflbrs ;  narrating  the  efforts  ufed  for 
effecting  his  liberation  by  means  of  an  ex- 
change of  prifoners,  and  reading  to  the  houfe 
a  correfpondence  which  had  paffed   between 
himfelf  and  Dr.  Franklin  on  the  fubjeft.     Lord 
George  Germaine  refuted  the  charge  of  cruel 
treatment  in  the  moft  fatisfaftory  manner,  by 
a  letter  from  Laurens  written  early  in  his  con- 
finement,' thanking  miniflers  for  the  indul- 
gences he  received.     A  petition  from  him  was  ^^^^ 
.afterwards  prefented,  complainings   in  vague 
and  general  terms,  of  his  rigorous  confinement, 
and  praying  relief!     Burke  declared  his  inten* 
tion  to  move  for  4  bill  regulating  the  exchange 
of  prifoners,  and  amending  the  afl;  fufpending 
the  habeas  corpus ;  but  it  was  rendered  unne-  l»^* 
celfary  by  the  difchar^e  of  Laurens.  "ariSf 

Although  the  adjournment  of  parliament  R^cef*/ 
was  as  ufual  flrenuoufly  refifled,  it  was  a 
meafure  beneficial  to  oppolition.  The  fabric  of 
adminiftration  was  vifibly  tottering ;  the  coun- 
try gentlemen  had  fhewn  a  difpofition  todefert 
the  miniftry,  although  they  would  not  impede 
the  exertions  of  government.  The  opinion 
that  divifions  fatal  to  forcible  exertion  prevailed 
in  the  cabinet,  daily  gained  additional  cre- 
dence ;  and  the  people  faw  with  impatience  the 
protradlion  of  an  expenfive  war,  the  meafures 

'  Novcmberi  tj^p* 
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CHAP*  of  which  feemed  to  be  blailed  in  their  very 
s^J^     commencement, 

»7|i-  Thk  rage  for  public  meetings,  clubs,  ami 

iftginpub-  committees  of  delegates,  ftill  continued,  and 
tic  meet-  projefis  of  reform,  and  petitions,  were  generally 
""S*-  agitated.     Before  the  a<^ournment  of  parlia« 

Si^n      ment,  a  common-hall  of  the  city  of  Ix>ndoa 
f«tttionfor  voted  an  addrefs,  remonilrance,   and  petition 
JJJJJ^f^    to  the  king,  reprobating  his  fpeech  from  the 
.•iniEf!     throne,  and  the  condu§;  of  miniilers,  recapi* 
tulating  the  difafters  of  the  war,   and  their 
effects,  declaring  their  abhorrence  of  it  as  an 
unnatural   and  unfortunate  conteil,    antl  re- 
quiring the  difmiflion  of  all  the  king's  advifers 
Mth  Dec.    both  public  and  fecret  •    A  fimilar  addrefs  was 
^^P«^-  voted  by  the  eleftore  of  Weflminfter,    whom 
Mr.   Fox  convened  in  Weftminftcr-hall,  and 
*     whom  he  addreffcd  in  a  long  harangue  formed 
on  the  popular  model,  that  of  comparing  the 
fentiments  and  condu^  of  lord  Chatham  with 
the  prefent  adminiilration.     The  freeholders 
of    Middlefex  and  Surrey,    the  Weft    India 
planters,  and  many  other  bodies,  adopted  the 
fame  meafure,  with  only  flight  variations  as  to 
terms. 

Yet  the  principle  of  the  war  was  not  un- 
popular :  the  public  burthens,  and  the  general 
failure  of  fuccefs,  occafioned  great  irritability 
in  the  public,  but  any  api>eai*ance  of  vigour, 
or  any  important  fuccefs  obtained  by  the  arms^ 
of  Britain,  would  have  reconciled  to  its  con-* 
tiuuance  many  of  thofe  who  were  now  moft 
clamorous  for  peace. 

•  On  the  prefentation  of  this  paper,  attempts  were  made  to  reviv* 
the  old  conteft,  reipelling  the  king's  receiving  it  on  the  throne,  ana 
ft  cornmon-hall  paned  a  refolution  on  tbe  i'ubje6k.  Set  Ananal  Re- 
gifter,  Z7814  p.  195. 

But 
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BiTT  although  the  miniftry  had  adopted  wife  chap* 
and  vigorous  plans  for  reftoriug  the  prepon-  ^^^\ 
derance  of  the  Britifli  arms,  the  afpefl:  of  af-  tytu 
fairs  at  the  clofe  of  1781,  and  during  the  jBrft  Kempen* 
months  of  theenfuing  year,  was  highly  difcou-  f^tf^i 
raging  an4  unprofperous.  Intelligence  having  ^qpcdidoiu 
been  received  of  the  equipment  and  deAinatioa 
of  a  fleet  from  Breft,  to  reinforce  and  fupply 
the  Eafi  and  Weil  India  fquadrons,  admiral 
Kempenfelt  was  difpatched  to  intercept  it,  witli 
twelve  fail  of  the  line,  one  fhip  of  fifty  guns» 
and  four  frigates.  The  information  received 
^y  government  was  correA  in  every  particular, 
except  the  force  of  the  enemy;  tne  Britiih 
admiral  met  them  at  the  diilance  of  fifty  leagues 
from  Uftiant,  and  as  they  were  fcattered  by  a 
ftorm,  fucceeded  in  taking  twenty  tranfporta 
laden  with  ordnance,  ftores,  and  provifions^ 
and  conveying  near  eleven  hundred  troops, 
and  five  hundred  and  forty-eiffht  feamen.  Per- 
ceiving the  enemy  forming  the  line  of  battle, 
Kempenfelt  prepared  for  the  encounter;  but 
difcovering,  on  a  near  approach,  that  their 
force  amounted  to  nineteen  fail  of  the  line, 
fome  of  which  were  of  the  largeft  dlmenfion, 
two  ihips  armed  en  flute,  and  a  great  propor- 
tion of  frigates,  he  relu6lantly  declined  naziard- 
ing  an  attack,  and  retunied  to  England.  The 
value  and  quality  of  the  prizes  proved  the 
importance  of  the  expedition,  and  added  ta 
the  difappointment  of  the  public ;  the  miniftry? 
were  loudly  cenfured  for  their  deficiency  in 
information,  or  negligence  of  duty,  and  before- 
the  recefs  the  houfe  of  commons  had  already 
refounded  with  the  complaints  of  oppofition. 

SuBSE<iUENT  events,   the  intelligence  of  capture  of 
which  arrived  during  the  renewed  feffion  of  St.  chrif. 
parUament,    and  influenced  its  proceedings,  ^'P^^'** 

were 
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CHA^-  were  equally  unfavourable  to  admiQiflratioiu 
y^^Sj  The  marquis  de  Bouill^,  after  recapturing  St. 
i7ia.  Eudatia,  and  preparing  for  the  conqueft  of 
Demarary  and  IlVequibo,  proceeded  to  the  at- 
nth  jaiL  tack  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  where  he  landed  eight 
.  *7***  thoufand  men,  protecled  by  de  Grafle's  fleet 
of  thirty-two  fail  of  the  line.  Bafleterre,  tlic 
capital  of  the  iftand,  built  of  wood,  and  defti- 
tute  of  means  of  defence,  feparately  capitulated, 
and  the  French  fleet  anchored  in  the  road, 
while  the  troops  and  militia,  amounting  to  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  general  Frafer 
and  governor  Shirley,  repaired  to  Brimitone 
hill,  an  unaffailable  eminence,  btit  requiring  a 
much  more  numerous  garrifon,  and  extremely 
defefffve  in  ftores  and  artillery.  The  French 
general  was  however  reduced  to  the  neceflity 
t^b  Jan.  of  befieging  the  hill  in  form,  and  his  followers, 
with  vaft  labour  and  difficulty,  conveyed  the 
requifite  artillery,  and  openecl  the  trenches. 
Meanwhile  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  with  only  twenty- 
two  fhips  of  the  line,  quitted  Barbadoes,  re- 
folved  to  hazard  an  engagement  with  the  fu- 
perior  force  of  France,  for  the  protedion  of  fo 
valuable  an  ifland  as  St.  Chriftopher*s.  As 
tithjan.  foon  as  he  had  formed  his  line  of  battle,  de 
Graflc,  defirous  to  gain  room  for  advantageous 
aftion,  quitted  his  anchorage,  and  ftood  out  to 
fea ;  the  Britiih  admiral,  M'ith  mafterly  judg- 
ment and  prefence  of  mind,  lured  him  fiiil 
further  from  the  fliore,  and  then  placed  hijj 
own  fleet  in  the  fituation  which  his  opponent 
had  quitted.  De  Grafle,  after  ineft'eftual  efibrts 
to  cut  off*  the  rear  of  the  Britiih  fquadron,  and 
two  refolute  attempts  on  the  whole  line  while 
at  anchor,  had  the  mortification  to  witnefs  the 
complete  interception  of  all  communicatiou 
*        h(2tweea  hiiufelf  and  the  army* 

The 
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The  French   general,  however,    continued  Chap^ 
the  fiege  of  Brimftone  hill  with  unremitting    \]^^^!i 
vigour,  and  prevented  all  correfponclence  be-      17^^ 
tween  the  Britilh  fket  and  the  garrifon.     Yet 
the  critical  ftate  of  his  enterprize  infpired  alarm; 
Sir  George  Rodney  was  dail^  expefted  with 
reinforcements  from  England,  and  De  Bouill^, 
having  loft  near  a  thoufand  men  during  the 
fiege,  accelerated  the  furrender  by  threateninsf 
to  burn  the  planta^tions,  and  renew  tl>e  deval^ 
tation   which  he  had  committed  at  Tobago. 
The    militia  in  the  garrifon  were  too   much* 
interefted  in   this  menace  not  to  prefs  their 
commanders  to  capitulate ;   and    the  French 
general  acceded  to  every  requifition  they  made, 
regarding  either  public   or   private  property,  i3tkF«^ 
the  garrifon,  or  the  inhabitants  at  large.     Ge- 
neral Frafer  and   governor   Shirley  were  ex- 
empted from  the  terms  impofed  on  prifoners 
of  war;  the  former  being  allowed  to  rejoin  his 
regiment,  and  the  latter  to  refiime  his  govern- 
ment at  Antigua, 

Admiral  Hood  had  feen  the  French  dc- 
firoy  the  batteries  at  BaflTeterre;  their  proceed- 
ings indicated  defpair,  and  his  hopes  wereraifed 
to  the  moft  fanguine  pitch;   he  was  propor- 
tionately irritated,    when    the   furrender  was 
made  witljiout  confulting  him,  but  he  fccured 
the  fafely  of  his  fquadron  by  Hipping  all  his 
cables  at  the  fame  moment  in  the  night,   and 
getting  under  weigh  fo  filently,  that  the  enemy's 
fleet    offered  neither  obftruttion  nor  purfuit. 
The  fmall  iflauds  of  Nevis  and  Montferrat  be-  Nevt«  ni 
ing  alfo  reduced,  Barbaciocs  and  Antigua  were  Wontfrr- 
the  only  Leeward  lilands  remaining  in  the  pof-  "^' 
feffion  of  Great  Britain. 

The  capture  of  Minorca  occafioncd  no  lefe  Capture  of 
diffatisfaction  than  the  lofs  of  the  Weft  Indig.  Minorci, 

illands. 
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CHAP,  iflwicls.  Fort  St.  Philip's  was  garrifotied  by 
XLii.    two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-two  men, 

^■JJJ^  including  four  hundred  invalid  failors,  a  ma- 
rine corps,  and  a  few  Greeks  and  Corficans; 
the  ditch  and  fubterranean  defences  were  cut 
out  of  the  living  rock,  and  exceedingly  ftrong, 
but  the  upper  works  were  not  proportionately 
calculated  for  refiftance,  and  the  garrifon  did 
not  exceed  a  moiety  of  the  requifite  numben 
The  befieging  force  confided  of  fixteen  thou- 
fand regular  troops,  with  a  hundred  and  nine 
pieces  of  the  heavieft  cannon,  and  thirty-fix 
great  mortars ;  yet  the  due  de  Crillon,  who 
commanded  the  expedition,  did  not  blufli  to 
attempt  corrupting  the  governor's  integrity 
by  the  proffer  of  a  bribe.  General  Murray 
anfwered  the  deteftable  propofal  in  terms  of 
indignant  reproof,  reminding  the  tempter  of 
the  regard  due  to  the  honour  of  his  own  family, 
which  was  not,  however,  more  illuftrious  than 
that  of  the  general.  The  progrefs  of  the  fiege 
was  more  honourable  to  de  Crillon  than  its 
outfet.  By  a  judicious  difpofition  of  his  force, 
he  cut  off  all  fupply  from  the  country,  and  by 
a  well*dire6led  and  inceffaut  cannonade  and 
bombardment,  rendered  cafeniates  and  fouter- 
rains  the  only  abodes  of  fafety.  Although  the 
care  of  the  Britifli  government  had  fupplied  all 
neceifaries  for  fubfiftence  and  medicine  even 
to  profufion,  the  garrifon,  in  confequence  of 
the  privation  of  vegetables,  were  afBi6ted  with 
the  icurvy,  which,  attended  with  putrid  fevers 
and  dyfentery,  raged  with peftilential  virulence. 
Their  zeal  produced  afts  of  uncommon  heroifmj 
a  well-condu6led  and  fpirited  fally  put  them  in 
pofldfion  of  Cape  Mola,  de  Crrilon's  head 
quarters ;  their  batteries  deflroyed  a  powder 
magaaine,  and  funk  a  ihip  freighted  with  ar« 

tillcry, 
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tillery,  bombs,  and  ftores ;  but  thefe  tctnporaty  chap* 
fuccdles  were  unavailing,  and  fome  unhappy  ^^^ 
differences  between  the  governor  and  lieute-,  17%%. 
^nant-govemor  rendered  defence  ftill  more 
faopelefs.  Difeafe  became  at  length  too  powi^r* 
ful  for  the  efforts  of  medicine ;  the  effeftive 
garrvfon  was  reduced  to  fix  hundred,  and  even 
thefe  could  not  long  be  kept  from  the  hofpital ; 
the  furgeons  remonftrated  to  the  governor,  that 
a  further  delay  of  capitulation,  would  only 
occafion  an  unavailing  facrifice  of  a  few  devoted 
viftims,  whom  an  enlarged  fcene  of  refpiration, 
and  wholefome  nutriment,  alone  could  refcue 
from  the  jaws  of  death.  The  befiegers  readily 
granted  honourable  terms,  and  teftified  heroic 
regret  at  the  fight  of  this  brave  band  of  inva- 
lids, marching  through  their  difproportioned 
ranks  to  pile  their  arms.  The  indignation 
expreffed  by  the  garrifon  in  this  laft  aft  of 
profi:ration,  was  recorded  with  honourable  ad- 
miration by  the  enemy,  who  foon  forgot  that 
title,  and  buried  all  femblance  of  hoftility  in 
generous  cares  for  the  health,  and  liberal  iup- 
plies  to  the  neceflities  of  the  vanquifhed. 

Before   thefe   tranfaftions  occurred,    the  *^Mw» 
fitting  of  parliament  was  refumed,  and  the  ope*  tioBoiuS 
rations  of  oppofition  commenced  by  a  motion  ill  fucccA 
of  Fox,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  ill  fuccefs  of  ^^••^*' 
the  naval  forces.     If  there  remained  in  the 
boufe  either  nerve,  honefty,  or  independence. 
Fox  declared  he  would  have  required  the  re* 
moval  of  lord  Sandwich,  but  fuch  were  the  evil 
effe6lsof  influence,  that  the  underftanding  as 
well  as  the  heart  of  parliament  was  poifoned. 
Oppofition  had  been  accufed,  he  faid,  of  caufing 
the  continuance  in  office  of  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  by  tlieir  frequent  efforts  to  remove 
him;  th^  had  alfabeen  aecufed  of  leaguing 

witb 
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CHAP.  M'itli  Dr.  FYanklin^  with  Ameiica,  withFranc^i 
^^-^   with  Spain,   and  of  contributing  to  the  inde-» 
I'M.     pendence  of  the  colonies.      Better  would   it 
have  been  for  Great  Britain,  that  they  had 
fupported  America,  France,  Spain,  and  Hol- 
land, than  that  they  had  leagued  with  admini- 
ftration.     Without  the  uniform  aid  of  fuch   a 
miniftry,    in  vain  would  Franklin  have  been 
wife,  Wafliington  brave,  Maurepaa,  de  Sartine, 
and  de  Caftries  vigilant,  crafty,  and  politic  i 
in   vain  n)ight  America  have  been  firm,   the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  full  of  refources,  vigour,  and 
energy;  and  in  vain  might  Holland,  our  an- 
cient "ally,  have  proved  a  powerful  adherent  to 
our  enemies.    The  inquiry  for  which  he  moved 
would  refolve  itfelf  into  two  parts;  whether 
the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  had  the  means 
of  procuring  a  navy  equal  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  ftate,  and  whether  he  employed  the  force 
lie  really  pofleffed  with  wifdom  and  ability. 
Fox  then  reviewed  at  length  the  whole  conduct 
of  the  navy,  fince  the  year  1775,  (hewing  that 
in  every  inftance,  important  expeditions  had 
been  neglected,  deferred,  or  improvidently  and 
inadequately  undertaken.      He  dwelt  on  late 
tranfaftions  with  peculiar  feverity ;  Rodney  had 
indulged  the  country  with  frequent  promifes 
that  he  would  give  a  good  account  of  the 
enemy  in  the  Weft  Indies,  while  all  hi^  achieve- 
ments amounted  only  to  a  few  drawn  battles. 
He  had  been  employed  in  the  defpicable  plun* 
der  of  St.  Euftatia,  while  Tobago  was  taken, 
and  the  admiral  could  not  find  leifure  to  pre- 
vent the  catalhophe  of  lord  Cornwallis.     But 
Kempcnfdt's  expedition  was  the  moll  aban- 
doned of  all:   he  was  fent  with  an   inferior     * 
force  to  intercept  the   enemy,    while   many 
fliips  of  war  were  employed  in  th^  Itfe  impor- 

tont 
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tapt  fervice  of  preventing  the  Dutch  trade,  [chap. 
Providence,  our  conftant  friend,  threw  a  few     ^^^ . 
tranfports  into  hh  hands,  and  difperfed  others     17s »•  ^ 
in  a  (iorm,  and  the  admiral  returned  tt)  port, 
inftead  of  remaining  to  harafs  the  French  fleet,' 
and  impede  their  progrefs  in  an  united  com- 
pa6k  body.     Parliament  had   too  long  aAed 
from  their  hopes,  but  muft  now  yield  to  their 
judgment,  and  no  longer  fport  with  the  feel- 
ings of  a  great,  futfering  natioii,  nor  prefume 
to  ruin  a  people  for  the  fake  of  an  indivi- 
dual. 

Captain  JoHNLuTTRELLexplaiinedleveral 
points  in  which  the  public  had  been  milled  and 
deceived.  Lord  Hawke,  he  faid,  had  not  left 
the  navy  in  fo  flouriihing  a  fituation  as  was  re« 
prefented,  neither  was  he  in  fault ;  his  efforts 
having  been  cramped  by  the  parfimony  of  par- 
liament. During  lord  Sandwich's  aaminiftra- 
tion,  large  and  liberal  fupplies  had  been  grant- 
ed, and  were  faithfully  applied,  for  never,  (ince 
£ngland  had  a  navy,  were  the  yards  fo  full  of 
timber  and  (lores.  Yet  he  would  not  contend 
that  no  mifmanagement  exifted ;  there  were 
abundant  errors  in  the  condu6l  of  the  navy, 
the  firfi  remedy  for  which  would  be,  the  refto- 
ration  of  harmony,  confidence,  and  unanimity. 
Of  old,  when  an  Anfon,  a  Hawke,  a  Bofcawen^ 
a  Saunders,  and  a  Keppel  commanded,  all  was 
cordiality,  aife6tion,  and  zeal,  the  admirals  took 
pride  in  mftrufting  their  inferiors,  the  road  to 
improvement  wasopen  for  all,  and  thedifferences 
of  individuals  were  accommodated  by  the  inter- 
vention of  their  fuperiors.  Now  all  was  party, 
difunion,  and  jealoufy ;  officers  no  longer  had 
accefs  to  the  tables  of  their  fuperiors ;  they  never 
met  but  on  duty^  and  confequently  had  no 
confidence  in  each  other.    For  this^  there  was 
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CHAP,  ne  remedy  but  calling  iBto  fervice  thofevftp- 
\J^^  r^na  whofe  gallantry,  fkiU,  and  experience  were 
17^*4  generally  acknowledged  ;  as  the  prefent  com- 
ms^Qdersj  of  fleet*  were,  with  a  few  exceptions^ 
but  youpg  captains  at  the  termination  of  lafl 
war.  He  cenlurcd  the  inquiry  as  an  impolitic 
ineafure^  calculated  only  to  keep  alive  tne  dif- 
ffnfions  in  the  navy ;  and  to  delude  parliament 
by  the  production  of  collufive  witneffes,  who 
would,  as  formerly,  laugh  in  the  lobby  at  tlietr 
own  fuccefsful  impofturfs. 

Lo  RD  M  u  LG  RA  V  K  defended  the  general  con- 
duft  of  the  naval  war,  and  Mr.  Fitxherbert  im- 
puted the  deficiency  of  the  navy  to  the  want 
pf  Ihipwrights.  Tlie  Ftench  had  three  thoufand 
of  thefe  artificers  at  Breft,  while  tJie  king's  yard 
^t  Portfn^puth  contained  only  eight  hundred. 
Thus  the  i^uglilli  fliips  were  flowly  built>  and 
whU?  materials  abounded,  labourers  could  not 
be  procured.  The  caufes  of  this  defe^  were 
the  low  prices,  and  the  fmall  wages  afforded  ia 
\\\e  royal  yards,  compared  M'ith  thofe  of  private 
^p  builders. 

Lord  North  declared,  that  lord  Sandwich 
wa,s  iio  lefs  defirous  than  himfelf  of  a  fuU  and 
fair  inveftigation ;  and  the  motion  pafl'ed  with-r 
put  a  divinon,  captain  Luttrell  interpofing  liis 
fmgle  negative.  Several  animated  debates  were 
maintained  refpe^ingthe  papers  to  be  demand- 
ed from  the  admiralty,  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  dif- 
played  his  wonted  eloquence,  with  a  furprifin;^ 
facility  in  the  arvangement  of  bufinefs.  All  the 
documents  required  were  furniilied,  and  at  tlie 
firft  difcuflfioB  of  the  committee,  a  call  of  the 
boufe  was  ordered. 
>tiiFeb.  After  the  p^pew  had.  been  read,  Fox*  in  a 
long  and  eloquent  fpeech,  renewed  the  charges 
^gainft  lord  S^ndwich^  aad  coaclttdedby  mov- 
^'  ing. 
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« 

V?>  that  "during  the  year  I78i,  naval  afPaifs  chap. 
had  been  grofsly  niifmanaged."    After  an  ani-     XLii. 
mated  debate,  the  vote  of  the  committee,  though     nu^ 
favourable,  was  by  no  means  flattering  to  go-  ^ 

vemment,  as  an  attendance  of  three  nundred 
and  thirty-eight  members  produced  in  their 
favour  a  majority  of  twenty-two  only.  * 

The  defe6iion  of  tlie  country  gentlemen  PeHoiMd 
from  the  caufe  of  adminiftration,  now  infpired  Motion$ 
oppoiition  with  the  moft  fanguine  hopes,  and  JjJ^t 
queftions  affecting  the  condud  of  adminiftra- 
tion, and  the  chara6tei*s  of  individuals  conned*, 
ed  with  them,  were  brought  forward  with  deli- 
gence,  and  debated  with  increaiing  acrimony. 
The  duke  of  Richmond,  in  making  a  motion  j,ftjan. 
refpefting  the  execution  of  colonel  Haynes,  ani-  and  4th* 
madverted  with  great  feverity  on  the  conduct  ^g^j^j^^ 
of  lordRawdon  and  lieutenant-colonel  Balfour,  ofRich- 
refpefting  which,  however,  he  afterwards  made  "®Sf •  "^ 
fatiafadory  explanations.    The  duke  of  Chan-  JSoiIef 
dos  demanded  an  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  Haync*. 
fimender  at  York  town,  and  copies  of  the  minrf-  p^^  ''^^ 
terial  correfpondence  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  Motion* 
in  the   year   178I;    both  which  propofitions  *«^WP«rt 
were,  after  violent  debates,  agreed  to,  but  no  aJESou 
confequences  refulted. 

Lord    George    Germaine,    difagreeing  Rcfi^a. - 
with  the  other  members  of  the  cabinet  on  the  qw^ 
futnre  condu6l  of  the  war,  refigned  his  office  of  Germaine. 
fcci-etary  of  ftate  for  America,  which  was  be-  lithFeb. 
(lowed  on  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  and  was  raifed  to  9th  Feb. 
the  peerage  by  the  title  of  lord  vifcount  Sack-  h'»*  i**'^- 
ville.     On  the  report  that  this  mark  of  royal  ^Veb. 
favour  was  intended,  the  marquis  of  Carmar-  Motions 
then,  not  prevented  by  the  conlideration  of  the  «fpc^«» 
fevere  profecution  of  his  anceftor,  the  earl  of  ^^ 
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CHAP.  Danby,  moved,  that  *'  it  was  derogatory  to  tbc 
^b  ,  honour  of  the  houfe  of  the  lords,  that  any  perfon 
^^TtuT'  labouring  under  fo  heavy  a  fentence  of  a  court 
maitial,  and  the  confequent  public  orders,  (hould 
be  recommended  to  the  crown  as  worthy  the 
dignity  of  peerage."  The  lord  chancellor  declar- 
ed this  motion  irregular  and  diforderly,  and  in- 
compatible with  parliamentary  form;  and  lord 
Denbigh  objedea  to  it  as  unprecedented.  When 
the  court  martial  thus  improperly  alluded  to  was 
held,  a  particular  comple.xion  of  politics  pre- 
vailed in  the  cabinet ;  but  only  four  years  af- 
terwards, the  Rockingham  adminiilration,  moft 
of  the  members  of  which  were  now  in  oppofi- 
►  tion,  had  defired  the  refioration  of  lord  George 
(fcrmaine  to  hijj  feat  in  the  privy  council,  a 
proof  tliat  they  confidered  his  advipe  of  great 
importance  to  the  ftate.  Conceiving  the  mo- 
tion derogatory  to  tlie  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  and  altogether  unnecefl'ary,  he  moved 
to  adjourn.  Several  intemperate  fpeeches  were 
made,  reflecting  on  the  conduct  of  lord  George, 
and  threatening  him  with  impeachment;  Uie 
right  of  the  houfe  to  interfere,  was  maintained 
by  lord  Shelburne  ;  but  the  motion  of  adjourn- 
n;ent  was  carried. " 
iti^iPeb.  When  lord  Sackville  took  his  feat,  the  de- 
bate was  renewed  on  a  motion  by  the  marquis 
of  Cannarthen,  in  nearly  the  fame  words  as  the 
former,  and  reciting  at  length  the  fentence  of 
the  court  martial,  and  the  confequent  pubHc  or- 
ders. The  marquis  confidered  thefe  fufiiciently 
notorious  to  render  fpecific  proofs  unneceffary. 
Lord  Abingdon  fupported  the  motion  in  a 
fpeech  replete  with  ribaldry,  declaring  that  the 
new  peer  was  foifted  in  upon  the  houfe,  in 
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defiance  of  comtnon  fenfe,  and  common decen-  chap. 
cy,  in  contempt  of  public  virtue,  and  encou-  ^}ij 
ragement  of  every  private  vice.  i7»»» 

Lord  Sackville  declared  he  knew  not  to 
whofe  advice  he  was  indebted  for  his  peerage; 
butiis  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial  did  not 
aipount  to  a  difqualification,  he  was  authorized 
to  accept  it.  The  court  martial,  he  proceeded, 
fat  three-and- twenty  years  ago,  when  the  pre- 
valence of  faftion  and  clamour  made  him  the 
viftim  of  unexampled  perfecution.  He  had 
been  condemned  unheard,  and  puniflied  before 
trial.  Although  ftripped  of  all  his  military 
honours  and  emoluments  on  mere  rumour,  on 
the  malicious  fuggeftions  of  his  enemies, 
who  were  believed  without  proof,  he  had 
challenged  his  accufers,  he  had  provoked  in- 
quiry, and  in  the  pride  of  confcious  innocence, 
perfevered  in  demanding  a  trial.  Clamour 
and  prejudice  had  been  afliduoufly  encourag- 
ed during  the  fitting  of  the  court  martial, 
but  it  would  not  become  liim  to  revife  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  he  had  fubmitted  to  the  fentence. 
He  did  not,  however,  objeft  to  a  review  of  the 
tranfaftion  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  would  rifk  his 
honour  and  his  life  on  the  decifion  of  the  houfe,  x 
or  even  of  the  marquis  himfelf,  as  a  man  of 
honour.  ^  At  prefent,  neither  the  charge,  the 
defence,  nor  tne  evidence  was  before  the  houfe, 
and  yet  they  were  called  on  to  enforce  the  fen- 
tence a  fecond  time.  Such  a  proceeding  would 
add  tenfold  feverity  to  the  military  law,  by  an- 
nexing to  its  judgments  the  cenfure  of  a  civil 
court.  But  it  was  ftill  more  incompatible  with 
juftice,  to  combine  with  the  fentence  of  the 
court  martial,  the  comment  added  by  the  exe- 
cutive power.  The  court  martial  was  compe- 
|;ent  to  pronounce^  and  by  tlut  he  had  been 
G  G  3  tried  ; 


t7^%» 


454  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  tried;  nor  was  he  anfwcrable  for  tJie  tertnsin 
XLII.     which  George  11.  had  dcfcanted  on  the  fen- 

*         '    tence. 

Lord  Southampton',  who  was  one  of  the 
witnefles  on  the  trial,  dcclartcl  he  was  not  adu- 
ated  by  fafiion ;  and  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
who  was  at  the  battle  of  Minden,  though  not 
examined  as  a  witnefs  on  the  court  martial, 
aflerted  that  the  time  loft  by  lord  George  Ger- 
maine  was  an  hour  and  an  half,  a  fa6i  he  was 
particularly  al)le  to  afcertain,  "  as  he  had  his 
watch  in  his  hand  the  whole  time." 

Lord  Sackyille  Mas  defended  by  lord 
Walfinffham  and  lord  Stormont;  and  the  lord 
chancellor  declared  that  whoever  had  advifed 
the  late  king  to  iffue  the  orders  mentioned  in 
the  motion,  advifed  him  to  aft  moft  unjuftly, 
and  to  publiih  a  ftigma  on  the  noble  lord,  more 
fevere  than  could  be  collefted  from  the  fen- 
tence,  or  even  from  the  charge  againft  hini. 
The  propofition  being  negatived  by  a  large 
majority,'  a  proteft  was  fubfcibed  by  nine 
peers,''  ftating  the  motion,  fentence,  and  pub- 
lic orders,  and  declaring  that  the  elevation  of 
lord  Sackville  was  a  meafure  fatal  to  the  in- 
terefts  and  glory  of  the  crown,  and  dignity  of 

1)arliament ;   an  infult  on  the  memory  of  the 
ate  fovereign,  and  every  furviving  branch  of 
the  illuftrious  houfe  of  lirunfwick. 

The  hope  of  mortifying  the  new  peer  by 
this  indecent  proteft,  feems  to  have  been  the 
chief  objed  of  the  motion.  Nothing  but  the 
extreme  vindictivcnefs  of  party  rage,  could 
Jiave  impelled  the  avowed  advocates  of  liberty, 

s  9^  to  2%. 

7  They  were,  the  marquis  of  Carmtirtheis  the  duke  of  Rutbndi 
the  carU  of  Pembroke,  Craven,  Chatham,  Derby,  and  EgremoBt, 
the  duke  of  Pevosihirei  a;id  earl  of  Abiagdon. 

to 
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to  the  adoption  of  arguments  favouring  the   chaK 
unjuft  and  flavifll  do<?trine,  that  the  opinion  of     ^^**- 
a  kin^  on  the  judgment  of  a  militair  couit,    ^TtJiT^ 
was  of  fufficient  authority  to  bind  his  fucceiror, 
and  influence  the  proceedings  of  the  legiflature, 
twenty  years  after  his  deceafe. 

As  another  individual  favoured  by  govern-  19th Feb. 
ment,  general  Arnold  was  expofed  to  fevere  S^"^"T!!i 
cenfures.     On  the  commitment  of  the  mutiny  Arnpld. 
bill,  Burke  exprpfled  ftrong  difapprobation  at 
employing  that  officar  in  the  Britifli  army  ;  as 
he  was  a  rebel  to  rebels.     His  fervices  might 
be  properly  rewarded  by  a  pecuniary  gift  or  a 
penfion,  but  he  ought  never  to  be  entrufted 
with  the  power  of  committing  frefli  treafons. 

These  perfonal  attacks  were  preparatory  to  Renewed 
a  grand  general  fy  ftem  of  aflault,  proje6ted  by  op-  ?°^^n  " 
pofition,  condu6led  with  perfeverence  and  abi-  tK  ra^y* 
lity,  and  finally  crowned  with  fuccefs.   Fox  re-  %%d  Feb. 
newed  in  the  houfe,  the  motion  he  had  loft  in 
the  committee,  refpefting  the  niifmq.nagemeilt 
of  the  navy,  declaring  his  effort  Avas  not  perfon- 
ally  directed  againft  lord  Sandwich,  butagainft 
the  whole  admiralty  board.     Tlie  motion  was 
feconded  by  Mr.  Pitt:  the  number  of  members 
prefentat  the  difcuffion  was  confiderably  greater 
than  on  the  former  day,  and  the  divifion  ftill 
lefs  gratifying  to  adminiftration,  as  the  majority 
in  their  favour  was  only  nineteen.* 

While  the  members  were  in  the  lobby  on  Genend 
this  divifion.   Mi:.  Thomas  Townfliend  gave  ^"Hl^Zf* 
notice  that  a  queltion  refpecting  the  conti-  againft  the 
nuance  of  the  American  war  would  be  fpcedily  "^^ 
agitated.     Accordingly,  on  the  next  fitting  of 
the  houfe,  general  Conway  move4  an  addrefs,  »»j. 
imploring  the  king  to  confider  the  calamities, 

9  2^6  to  fti7. 

G  G  4  and 


456  HISTORY    pF    ENGLAND, 

CHAP.  *^^  heavy  burthens  occafioned  by  the  war, 
XLII.     and  liften  to  the  humble  prayer  and  advice  of 

^z%f  the  commons,  that  it  migiit  no  longer  be  pur- 
fued  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  for 
the  impracticable  purpofe  of  reducing  the  in- 
habitants by  force,  and  promifing  to  affift  in 
forwarding  and  rendering  effedual  a  happy 
reconciliation  with  the  revolted  colonies.  In 
the  prefent  moment,  the  general  obferved,  when 
there  were  certain  indications  of  a  defign  to 
continue  the  war,  he  thought  it  neceflary  to 
inquire  of  the  new  fecretary  of  ftate,  who, 
though  not  a  young  man,  was  a  young  minifter, 
what  were  his  principles  and  fentiments  re- 
foefting  the  American  war?  The  king  in  his 
ipeech  had  expreilid  a  defire  for  peace,  and  it 
was  faid  by  perfons  of  good  authority,  that 
America  was  in  the  fame  difpofition;  the  Ifoufe 
ought  to  give  effeft  to  fuch  defires,  for  the 
man  who  did  not  wifli  for  peace,  not  only  was 
deftitute  of  a  heart,  but  did  not  poflcfs  a  foul 
Lord  John  Cavendifli  feconded  the  motion, 
with  ftrong  cenfures  on  the  war,  and  a  foleinn 
appeal  to  the  feelings  of  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  without hefitation, 
anfwered  the  call  of  general  Conway,  and  pre- 
fented  thofe  opinions  which  he  termed  his  piy>- 
feflion  of  faith.  He  had  always  been  firmly 
of  opinion,  nor  could  events  change  it,  tliat 
the  war  was  juft  in  its  origin ;  but  he  never  en- 
tertained a  notion  that  obedience  could  be 
procured  by  force.  His  idea  was,  that  in 
America  tliere  were  many  friends  to  the  Britiih 
government,  and  that  by  ftrongly  fupporting 
them,  the  party  or  fadion  might  be  deftroyecl, 
which  from  motives  of  ambition,  or  hatred  of 
monarchy,  wiilicd  for  war.  That  our  friends 
were  ftill  numerous,  was  a  fad  for  which  he 

M'oulcj 
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would  not  pledge  himfelf  to  the  houfe,  but  he  CH  ap, 
firmly,  atid  for  the  beft  reafoiis,  believed  it.  s^}ij 
No  man  could  be.  more,  fincerely  defirous  of  »7**- 
peace;  he  could  endure  war  only  as  the  means 
of  making  that  more  happy,  ftable,  fafe,  and 
permanent.  If  a  teft  was  required  of  the  views 
of  miniftry  in  continuing  the  war,  it  would  be 
beft  afforded  by  the  eftimates,  which  made  no 
allowance  for  recruiting  the  army.  But  he 
could  never  coufider  as  the  beft  way  of  procur- 
ing pea^e,  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  the 
enemy *s  country,  and  rid  them  of  thofe  alarms 
by  which  men  are  rendered  folicitous  for  the 
return  of  tranquillity.  Such  condu6l  would  be 
equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  defpair,  an  offer, 
of  a  carte  blanche ;  but  to  make  the  Ameri- 
cans feel  the  inconveniences,  bardihips,  and 
burthens  of  war,  was  the  moll  certain  way  tp 
infpire  a  wiih  for  its  celTation*  He  expofed 
the  abfurdity  of  ufing  fo  vague  a  term  as 
American  war;  the  whole  continental  army 
was  fed,  cloathed,  and  paid  by  France.  Mere 
locality  did  not  give  a  name  to  a  war,  and  this 
might  therefore  be  conlidered  a  French  war. 
If  France  was  fought  during  the  laft  war  in 
Germany,  why  not  now  in  America }  The  - 
motion  feemed  to  imply  that  the  Britifli  troops 
ihould  be  withdrawn  from  America :  if  the 
houfe  conlidered  the  times  ripe  for  fuch  a 
declaration,  they  muft  make  it,  but  the  prefent 
motion  was  replete  with  ambiguity.  Minifters 
could  never  aft  with  tSc^  either  in  war  or 
peace,  unlefs  they  poflelfed  the  confidence  of 
the  houfe  ;  minifters  who  could  not  ^ain  that 
confidence  ought  to  retire ;  but  till  tnat  mea- 
fure  became  neceffary,  they  ought  to  be  left 
fo  the  ff ee  exercife  of  their  difcretion,  to  avail 

themfeive$ 
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CHAP,  themfelves  of  all  contiftgencics,  and  not  crip- 
^Hj  pled  by  orders,  which  the  intereft  of  the  pubUc 
»7S*.     might  compel  them  to  difobey. 

BuRK£  ridiculed  this  ''  confeflion  of  faith/' 
comparing  it  to  other  confcflions  of  the  fame 
nature,  intelligible  only  to  thofe  who  were 
gilded  with  an  internal  fight.  A  confeffion 
more  obfcure,  confufed,  intricate,  and  abfurd, 
was  perhaps  never  framed  and  publifhed  for  the 
deluiion  and  calamity  of  mankind  :  like  other 
unintelligible  confeffions,  it  could  be  fupported 
.  only  by  miracles.  The  only  new  idea  was,  that 
locality  fignified  nothing  in  war ;  and  thus  a 
peerage  was  bellowed  on  one  who  had  dif- 
membered  his  country,  merely  that  an  Ame- 
rican might  be  converted  into  a  French  war. 
Burke  expatiated  on  the  delufion  of  this  argu- 
ment, and  the  ruinous  confequences  of  oppof- 
ing  the  arms  of  France  on  the  continent  of 
America,  where  our  expences  were  to  her's  in 
the  proportion  of  twenty  to  one.  The  new 
plan  of  Mr.  Ellis  was  in  fact  no  other  than  the 
old  fyftem  of  his  predeceflbr.  The  late  fecre- 
tary,  though  called  by  patent  to  the  upper 
houfe,  was  ftill  to  be  found  in  effigy  in  his  old 
feat.  The  new  minifter  as  his  univerfal  legatee, 
who  inherited,  on  lord  Sackville's  political 
death,  all  his  plans,  projefts,  and  meafures,  nay, 
his  Ideas,  language,  and  words.  He  had  fuc- 
ceedcd  to  his  hoped,  his  intelligence,  his  know- 
ledge of  our  numerous  friends  in  America,  and 
his  ignorance  of  every  thing  tending  to  peace. 
Burke  expofed,  from  experience  at  Sal^toga 
and  York  town,  the  folly  of  relying  on  Ameri- 
can friends,  and  the  abfurdity  was  heightened 
by  conlidering  the  manner  iii  which  they  were 
abandoned  by  the  laft  capitulation;  nor  was 
he  lefs  fevere  on  the  rcquifition  of  confidence 

by 
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by  men,  ftill  determined  to  perfevere  in  this  mad  chap. 
and  impolitic  war.    He  concluded  by  declaring     xlii. 
that  no  contingencies  favourable  toGreat  Britain   '^^^g^ 
could  arife  till  a  change  was  made  in  the  fy Item. 
Several  other  members  fpoke  on  the  quef- 
tion  with  great  ability,  principally  dilating  the 
arguments  already  ufed:  the  divifion  afforded 
to  miniftry  the  melancholy  majority  of  a  fmgic 
vote.* 

Anticipating  a  complete  triumph,  and 
conceiving  that  financial  arrangements  alone 
could  delay  the  acceffion  of  oppofition  to  office. 
Fox,  immediately  after  the  divifion,  cenfured 
lord  North's  delay  in  opening  the  budget,  and 
was  informed  the  bufinefs  was  fixed  for  the 
twenty-fiflh. 

CoLOXEL  Barre'  expreffcd  furprife  that  A*^* 
lord  North  could  behave  in  fo  fcandalous  and  SUccnioni 
indecent  a  manner ;  after  having  by  every  op-  Nortli  and 
preffion  fcourged  the  people  to  the  laft  drop  of  ^j^ 
blood,  he  wiftied  to  fcourge  from  them  that 
alfo.     His  conduct  Avas  fcandalous,  indecent, 
and  infulting  ;   he  had  attained  fuch  a  pitch, 
that  he  feemed  to  think  the  houfe  met  for  no 
other  purpofe  than  that  of  granting  taxes. 

Lord  North,  unufually  incenfed  at  this 
vmprovoked  and  unexpefted  attack,  replied 
with  great  warmth;  ne  fuppofed  the  large 
minority  of  that  evening  had  inflamed  the 
colonel's  courage  to  fuch  an  intemperance  of 
abufe ;  his  language  towards  him  had  always 
been  far  from  decent,  but  now  it  was  infolent 
and  brutal  The  clamour  of  the  houfe  obliged 
the  fpeaker  to  interfere,  and  the  minifler  re»- 
covering  his  wonted  good  humour,  made  hand* 
fome  apologies^  both  to  the  houfe  and  the 

•  i^f  to  X93. 
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CHAP,  individual  offended.  Colonel  Barr^,  eqirallj 
^^;^^  fenfible  of  his  own  intemperance,  alfo  apolo- 
17*2.  gized.  Hediffered  M'ith  the  noble  lord,  he  (aid, 
in  politics,  and  contemned  hrm  as  minifter; 
but  as  a  private  gentlemen  fincerelv  eiieemed 
him.  In  that  charafter,  he  (lioiild  be  lefs  dif- 
pofed  to  offer  oincivil  language  to  him,  than 
to  any  man  living.  Sach  were  the  cffe&s  of 
hitemperate  party  and  rage  in  a  mind  endowed 
^ith  honour,  candour,  and  benerolence. 
»5thFc!H  Although  the  members  of  oppofition  were 
w^6ih  anxious  that  the  mhiifter  Ihould  complete  the 
jj^^^^j^  unpopular  talk  of  taxation,  before  he  was  com- 
tfce  n«w  pelled  to  abdicate  his  fituation,  yet  they  omit- 
ted no  endeavour  to  render  his  exertions  un- 
popular, and  to  cenfure  the  manner,  no  left 
than  the  occafion  of  inipofing  burthens  on  the 
public.  Fox,  decrying  the  terms  of  the  loan, 
and  arcufiug  the  minifter  of  making  corrupt 
bargains  for  the  pur|x>fe  of  affording  douceurs 
to  contraftoKS,  placemen,  and  members  of  par- 
liament, obferved^  that  as  he  had  brought  the 
nation  to  the  eve  of  a  bankruptcy,  it  was  of 
fmall  importance  for  what  particular  fam  the 
infolvency  fliould  be  declared.  Burke,  ani- 
madverting on  the  difficulty  of  propofing  taxes, 
obferved,  with  his  accuftomed  felicity  of  fatire, 
that  on  looking  Over  the  bleffed  fruits  of  lord 
North's  adminiftration,  he  found  th^  country 
loaded  with  ten  new  taxes — beer,  wine,  foap> 
leather,  horfcs,  coaches,  poft-chaifes,  poft-horfes, 
ftamps,  and  fervants ;  recolle6iing  that  he  had 
Omitted  fugar  in  this  enumeration,  he  obferved, 
that  fince  St.  Chriftopher's  was  loft,  and  Bar- 
badoes  and  Jamaica  muft  probably  follow,  the 
oniillion  was  of  fmall  importance,  as  we  iliould 
foon  have  no  fugar  to  tax.  "  Wliat  frelh  bur- 
then/' he  proceeded,  "  can  the  noble  lord  add 
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to  this  unhappy  nation  ?    We  are  taxed  in  chap. 
riding  and  in  walking,  in  flaying  at  home  and     x^"- 
in  goin^  abroad,  in  being  mafters  or  in  being     i;^. 
fervants,  in  drinking  wine  or  in  drinking  beer; 
in  fliort,  in  every  Vaypoffible."     But,  viewing 
the  account  in    a  mercantile  form,  he  muft 
acknowledge  that  for  a  hundred  millions  of 
money,  we  had  purchafed  a  full  equivalent  lu 
difafter.     If  we  were  debtor  by  lofs  in  that 
fum  of  money,  we  were  alfo  creditor  by  lofs 
in  a  hundred   thoufand   men,  thirteen  conti-' 
nental  provinces,  befides  St,  Vincent's,  Gre-* 
nada,    Dominica,   Tobago,    St.   ChriftopherX 
Senegal,  Penfacola,  and  Minorca,  worth,  at  a 
moderate  computation,  four  millions  and  a  half 
annually- 

Five  days  after  his  firft  triumphant  failure,  «Tt!iPdi. 
general  Conway  again  appealed  to  the  houfe  ^^-g 
dn  the  fubjeft  of  the  war,  by  moving,  "  that  fccondMo- 
the  further  profecution  of  ofFenfive  hoftilities  ^*^^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  the  revolted  colo- 
nies to  obedience  by  force,  would  weaken  the 
efforts  of  Great  Britain  againft  her  European 
enemies,  increafe  the  mutual  enmity  fo  tatal 
both  to  Great  Britain   and  America,  and  by 
preventing  a  happy   reconciliation  with  that 
country,  fruftrate  the  defire  expreffed  by  his 
Tiiajefty  of  reftoring  the  bleifmgs  of  peace  and 
tranquillity."  The  general's  introdu6lory  fpeech 
was  chiefly  compofed  of  anfwers  to  the  argu- 
ments againft  his  former  motion.     He  depre- 
cated every  mode  of  warfare  hitherto  carried 
on,  and  wilhcd  only  for  a  war  of  pofts,  ex- 
cluding all  exertion,  except  for  felt-defence, 
iHuftrating  this  opinion  by  the  forties  of  general 
Elliot   from  Gibraltar,    and   general   Murray 
from  fort  St  Philip.     In  this  debate  feveral  of 
th^  country  gentlemen,  and  fome  official  ad- 

herents,^ 
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CHAP,  hercnts    declared   their    refolution    to  divide 

^^ZL/    ^^^^^  ^^^  minifter,  and  the  oppofition,  con- 

i7«».     fident  of  a  majority,  were  already  clamorous 

for  the  queftioD,  when  lord  North,  with  fome 

difficulty,  obtained  a  hearing. 

If  the  objeft  of  the  motion  was  peace,  he 
obferved,  the  votes  on  the  queltion  would  be 
unanimous ;  the  wifli  of  peace  was  neareil  to 
his  heart,  but  he  was  convinced  that  the  means 
hitherto  fuggefted  M'ere  more  likely  to  retard 
than  accelerate  the  event  No  one  had  ven- 
tured to  fuggeft  that  the  troops  iliould  be  with- 
drawn ;  fuch  a  nropofition  would  be  generally 
condemned,  ancl  the  minifters  had  already  de- 
clared they  did  not  intend  to  replace  the  cap- 
tured army.  If,  however,  the  houfe  remained 
unfatisfied  with  this  pledge,  and  fufpe6led  the 
fincerity,  ability,  or  mtegrity*  of  the  minifters, 
thofe  fentiments  were  not  to  be  expreflcd  by 
the  prefent  motion ;  an  addrefs  for  their  re- 
moval would  be  the  only  proper  meafure.  A 
minifter  ought  to  be  like  Oefar^s  wife,  not 
only  exempt  from  guilt,  but  above  fufpicion. 
If  the  confidence  oiparliament  was  withdrawn, 
it  would  be  his  duty  to  refign  the  feal  of  office 
into  the  hands  of  his  fovereign  and  retire. 
He  then  explained  with  great  ability  the 
impediments  to  peace  while  the  couneftion 
between  France  and  America  ftill  fubfifted. 
Even  the  propofition  of  a  truce  was  replete  with 
difliculty ;  the  exifting  ads  of  parliament,  the 
neceffity  of  legiflative  interference,  the  confif- 
cation  of  American  property;  all  thefe  were 
points  requiring  the  greateft  delicacy.  He  ad- 
mitted the  motion  to  be  conftitutional,  but  re- 
commended a  fliort  delay,  to  convince  the 
houfe,  that  minifters  were  fincere  in  their  in- 
tention xK>t  to  recruit  the  army  in  America. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wallace,  the  attorney-general,  pro-  Chap. 
ceeded   on  the  fame  principles,  declaring  hi3    ^ji^j^ 
intention  to  bring  in  a  bill  enabling  minifters     i?**^ 
to  treat  on  the  bafis  of  a  truce,  and  moved  an 
aidjournment  of  the  debate. 

This  attempt  was  combated  by  feveral 
lexers  of  oppofition;  Mr.  Pitt  was  particu- 
larly fevere  on  the  motion  of  adjournment^ 
and  on  the  ground  of  lord  North's  owa 
<JecIaration,  urged  the  houfe,  by  every  confi- 
4eration  of  duty  or  prudence,  to  witlulraw 
confidence  from  the  prefent  adminiftratiom 
**  Was  there  a  promife,"  he  afked,  "  which 
they  had  not  falfified  ?  Was  there  a  plan  ia 
which  they  agreed  ?  Did  any  two  of  them  ac- 
cord in  any  fpecific  doSrine?  No!  there  was 
an  incelTant  variation:  a  iliuffling  and  tricking 
pervaded  their  whole  condu^  and  in  them 
parliament  could  place  no  truft." 

TtfE  divifion  on  the  motion  of  adjournment  Theminic 
left  the  minifter  in  a  minority  of  nineteen,**  and  J^jj^^* 
the  original  queftion  was  carried,   without  a      ^  ^' 
divi(ion.     The  king  having  returned  an  an-  4tbMarch. 
fwer  conformable  to  the  terms  of  this  addrefs,  ^2"***^ 
general  Cpnway,  after  echoing  back  the  very 
words  in  ^  motion  of  thanks^  made  an  experi- 
ment on  the  difpofition  of  minifters  to  refign, 
^>y  moving,  "  that  the  houfe  would  conlider  a3 
enemies  to  the  king  and  country,  all  who  fhould 
^dvife,  or  by  any  means  attempt  the  further 
profecntion  of  oftenfive  war  for  the  purpofe  of 
reducing  the  revolted  colonies  by  force.'" 
^    Lord  Nokth  difappointed  the  hopes  of  opr 
pofition  by  declaring,  that  in  purfuance  of  the 
addrefs,  and  df  the  kind's  anfwer,  he  Ihould  ufe 
every  effort  to  fulfil  tlieir  orders,  relying  on 
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CHAP,  their  further  inftrudion  if  he  appeared  to  mir- 
^^^^  apprehend  their  intentions.     lie  confidered  the 
i7«».     motion  unneceflary,  as  it  only  reinforced  de- 
clarations already  fufficiently  itrong. 

Fox  rofe  in  great  indignation,  to  expofethc 
inopradicability  of  a  cabinet  conforming  to  the 
inftruftions  of  parliament,  if  contrary  to  their 
own  judgment.  He  thanked  God  the  late  re- 
folutions  of  the  houfe  had  broken,  deftr^yed, 
and  annihilated  that  corruption  which  formed 
the  bafis  of  the  prefent  fyftem,  a  fyftem  which 
muft  now  foon  crumble  to  pieces.  Minifters 
fiirely  could  not  be  fo  profligate  as  to  proceed 
after  the  late  intelligence  that  Minorca  was 
captured,  and  that  by  the  lofs  of  St.  Chrifio- 
pher's,  Jamaica  was  become  our  only  remaining 
Weft  India  poffeffion.  Where  did  they  mean 
.  to  flop?  When  would  they  confefs  they  had 
done  enough  ?  From  his  foul  he  believed,  fuch 
was  their  accurfed  obftinacy,  that  even  when 
they  had  loft  nine  tenths  of  the  king^s  domi- 
nions, they  would  not  be  fatisfied  till  tbey  had 
mangled  and  deftroyed  the  laft  miferable  tenth 
alfo. 

Ministers  did  not  venture  to  divide  the 

houfe,  but  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  At*         The  efforts  of  both  parties  were  now  vifibly 

SS^s  Bill  <l»refted  only  to  the  acquilition  or  retention  of 

for  Peace.    Official  fituation.     The  attorney-general  fub- 

5ih March,  mitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  his 

propofition  for  a  peace  or  truce  with  America, 

,  explaining  the  difficulties,  and  fuggefting  means 

of  removing  them.     Fox  declared  the  motion 

deferving  only  of  contempt ;  minifters  had  no 

V  wifli  for  peace;  nothing  but  flagellation  and 

corre6tion   could   drive  them  to  entertain   a 

thought  on  the  fubjeft.     If  they  were  fmcere, 

what  made  them  reject  the  proft'ered  mediation 

of 
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of  Spaiti ;  what  made  them  reje6l  thef  mediation   C  ft  aP. 
offered  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year  ?    ,J[^^ 
He  would  even  inform  them,  that  there  were     lyg*. 
perfons  in  Europe  fully  empowered  to  make 
peace  between  Gf  eat  Britain  and  America,  but 
who  would  not  negotiate  with  fuch  an  admi- 
niftration.     Our  atfair$  were  fo  circumftanced 
that  they  muft  lofe  their  places,  or  their  coun- 
try be  undone.     He,  as  a  friend  to  his  country, 
would,    if  properly  authorized,    cohduft  the 
tranfaction  even  as  an  under  comtnis  or  meflen- 
frer  ;   but  he  defired  it  to  be  underllood,  that  ^ 

he  did  not  mean  to  conne(5i^  himfelf  with  any 
of  the  minifters }  "  ffom  the  moment  when  he 
Jhould  make,  any  terms  with  one  of  them,  he 
'  would  reji  fatisfied  to  be  called  the  moft  in^ 
famous  of  mankind:  he  could  not  for  an  in^ 
Jiaht  think  of  a  coalition  with  men^  who  in 
every  public  and  private  tranfaftion^  as  minif 
terSj  had  Jhewn  themfelves  void  of  every  prin- 
ciple of  honour  and  honejly :  in  the  hands  of 
fuch  men  he  would  not  trufl  his  honour,  even 
for  a  minuted 

Loud  North  explained  the  manner  in 
which  mediations  had  been  offered,  and  an- 
fwered  Fox's  iniinuations  againfl  his  honour 
with  becoming  difdain.  He  would  not,  he 
added,  relinquilh  his  office  merely  becaufe  fo 
much  eagernefs  was  fliewn  to  drive  him  out,  but 
as  he  had  hitherto  retained  it  to  prevent  con- 
fufion,  and  the  introduftion  of  unoonflitutional 
principles  into  government,  he  would  not  reiign 
till  commanded  by  the  king,  or  till  the  houfe 
ihould,  in  the  cleared  manner,  indicate  the 
propriety  of  his  withdrawing. 

Fox,  in  handfome  terms,  explained  the  ex- 

prelfions  he  had  applied  to  lord  North  as  not 

defigned  to  afliett  his  private  charader,  or  the 
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CHAP,  parts  of  his  public  condu6);  relating  to  pecnni* 
J^j^^  ary  afTairs^  which  were  free  from  every  impu- 
ijz%.     tation.     He  then  ridiculed  the  refolution  to  re- 
main in  office,  and  was  furprifed  that  fo  few 
days  as  had  elapfed  fincehe  declared  his  willing- 
nefe  to  refign  M^henever  the  confidence  of  par- 
liament was  withdrawn,  (liould  produce  fuch  a 
change  in  his  fentiments.     The  attorney-ge- 
neral's motion  was  agreed  to  without  div  iiion. 
sthMarch.      The  next  cfFort  to  bring  this  anxious  con- 
ol^n-'*'^"  teft  for  power  to  a  conclufion  wa»  made  by 
*(h>  mo-  lord  John  Cavendiih,  who  moved  a  feries  of 
*«*"'?^^  refolutions  declaratory  of  the  duration,  lofles, 
tr^,™"^  '   and  expences  of  the  war  in  which  Great  Bri- 
tain was  engaged  without  an  ally,  and  imput- 
ing all  thofe  misfortunes  to  the  want  of  tore- 
iight  and  ability  in  miniflers.     A  long  debate 
produced  no  novelty  of  argument  or  aflertion, 
but  its  termination  was  contrary  to  the  hopes 
of  oppofition,  as  the  minider  had  a  majority 
of  ten.^ 
15&.  After  the  kpfe  of  a  week,  Sir  John  Rou» 

renewed  the  attack  on  adminiftration,  by  mov- 
ing a  refolution  "  That  confidering  the  ex- 
pence,  the  lofs  of  thirteen  colonies^  and  other 
lofles  incurred  by  the  war,  the  houfe  could  no 
longer  repofe  confidence  in  the  prelent  minif- 
ters."  Lord  North  was  on  this  occafion  ftre-. 
Buoufly  fupported,  not  only  by  his  ufual  de- 
fenders, but  by  feveral  country  gentlemen. 
His  abilities,  integrity,  arid  incormption,  were 
acknowledged  on  all  fides;  and  if  the  Ameri- 
can war  could  be  juftly  confidered  as  the  caufe 
of  all  public  calamities,  neither  the  origin  nor 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  that  war,  it  was  faid,  could  fairly 

c  The  clif hlon  was  on  a  motiQn  for  the  ordcrof  tbe  day^— Ay«s  za<, 

be 
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Ibe  attributed  to  him.     Could  parHament  for-  chap. 
get  the  ftamp  aft,  and  the  declaratory  aft,  not  ^Jl^ 
tefs  ofFenfive  to  the  Americans?  Had  not  the     »;•»• 
whole  nation  maintained  the  right  of  fove« 
reignty  over  America ;  and  all  that  was  great 
in  England  fanftified  the  idea  with  their  fuf- 
fra^e  and  authority  ?  Had  not  lord  Chatham 
himfelf  declared,  that  if  America  ihould  manu'* 
fafture  a  flocking,  or  fo  much  as  forge  a  hob- 
nail, he  M'ould  let  fall  on  her  the  whole  weight 
of  Britifh  power?  Thus  had  the  principle  of 
the  war  been  held  by  Mr   Grenville  in  the 
llamp  a6l,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  in  the 
declaratory  aft;,  and  by  lord  Chatham  in  his 
fpeech  on  the  latter  fubjeft.     The  great  caufe 
of  ill  fuccefs  was  the  countenance  given  in  that 
houfe  to  American  rebellion:  general   Wafli* 
ington's  army  had  been  called  by  oppofition 
our  army;  the  caufe  of  the  Americans,  the 
caufe  of  liberty ;  and  they  had  been  encou* 
raged  to  perfevere,  under  a  confidence  that  they 
had  in  tne  Britifli  fen  ate  a  flrong  favouring 
party.     Encomiums  had  been  lavilhed  on  Dn 
Franklin  and  Mr.  Laurens ;  fame  members  would 
prefer  a  prifon  graced  with  their  fociety,  to 
freedom  in  company  with  thofe  who  fupported 
the  caufe  of  England/    If  the  prefent  minify 
ters  fhould  retire,  could  any  man  venture  to 
furmife  what  new  fyftem  would  be  introduced? 
were  their  probable  fucceflbrs  fo  thoroughly 
united  among  themfelves  as  to  form  any  fyttem 
of  government  ?  one  was  defirous  of  feptennial^ 
another  of  triennial,   a  third  of  annual  parlia* 
ments.     One  member  of  the  upper  houfe  re- 
commended a  diminution  of  influence  withorut 

<  Alluding  to  an  ezpreffion  of  Barke,  in  the  debate  on  t^e  tr^at-* 
■tf  nt  of  Laurens. 

H  H  £  infringing 
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CHAP.  infringlTig  on  the  dignity,  fpendour,  orprero* 
yj^}l^  gative  of  the  crown;  while  another  of  equal 
«7«»-  character  was  for  abrogating  influence  even  at 
the  expence  of  prerogative.  Lord  North,  it 
ivas  obferved,  whether  he  retired  or  was  ex- 
pelled from  office,  would  exhibit  to  the  nation 
the  phenomenon  of  an  ex-minifter  lending  fup- 
port  to  government,  and  not  endeavouring  to 
thwart,  puzzle,  and  perplex  public  meafures. 

Sir  James  Markiott  contefted  the  afler- 
tion  that  we  had  loft  thirteen  colonies ;  they 
were  not  yet,  but  foon  might  be  loft  by  eager- 
nefs  and  precipitation.     Too  much  forwardnefs 
to  embrace  peace  would  only  further  remove 
it  from  our  grafp.     The  wifdom  of  private  life 
-was  applicable  to  public  concerns,  and  furely  a 
good   bargain  or  advantageous  purchafe  ^va^ 
never  expefted  to  refult  from  the  difplay  of  in-» 
temperate  folicitude.     He  vindicated  the  cha- 
rafters  of  adminiftration,  repeating,  on  his  o\%t1 
knowledge,  the  obfervation  of  the  earl  of  Brif- 
tol,  two  days  before   his  death,*  that  if  any 
but  a  profeilional  man  was  fit  to  prefide  at  the 
admiralty,  it  was  lord  Sandwich.     Sir  James, 
it  is  faici,    fubjected  lumfelf  to   confiderable 
ridfcule  by  a  technical  proof  of  the  juftice  of 
the  war,  implying  that  if  reprefentation  wa3 
neceflary  to  give  the  right  of   taxation,  the 
thirteen   provinces    were  reprefented  by   the 
members  for  the  county  of  Kent,  fnice  in  their 
charters,  they  were  declared  to  be  part  and 
parcel  of  the  manor  of  Greenwich. 

Lord  North,  in  a  moft  able  fpeech,  de- 
fended his  own  charader  and  adminiftration. 
He  did  not  objeft  to  the  prefcnt  motion  fo 

•  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  earl  of  Brlftol  was  one  of  Itvd 
Sandwich's  greateft  opponents.    He  died  in  December  1779. 

much 
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much  as  to  that  of  the  preceding  week;  it  was   chap. 
jlivefted  of  anger,  its  terms  moderate,  and  its    ^^j^^ 
intent  clear  and  defined.     He  fnicerely  wiflied     1781. 
for  peace,  and  for  fuch  an  adminiftration  as 
could  aft  with  unanimity  and  effed  for  tli€ 
national  good.     He  would  be  no  obftacle  to  a 
coalition  of  parties,  for  the  formation  and  ad- 
juftment  of  a  new  cabinet  in  which  he  fhould 
have  no  place. 

This  idea  was  ftrenuoufly  enforced  by 
Dundas,  and  warmly  reprobated  by  Pitt,  who 
defined  a  coalition  to  be  a  coUeftion  and  com- 
bination of  all  the  abilities,  integrity,  and 
judgment  of  feveral  parties,  and  turning  the 
united  exertion  to  the  fervice  and  falvation 
of  the  country.  The  adminiftration  had  been 
one  of  influence  and  intrigue;  he  thanked 
God  it  was  likely  to  terminate,  but  trutted 
the  houfe  would  not  contaminate  their  own 
purpofe  by  fuflfering  the  prefent  minifters  to 
manage  the  appointment  of  their  fucceffors. 
It  was  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to  appoint 
minifters,  neither  did  it  become  the  houfe  to 
fettle  who  were  to  hold  places,  or  adjuft  and  • 
inveftigate  the  meafures  to  be  purfued. 

The  motion  was  rejeded  by  a  majority  of ' 
nine.^ 

Fox  gave  notice  to  his  party,  that  a  new  LordNorth 
propofition  to  the  fame  efted  would  be  fpeedily  ^^^^^  > 
proppfed,  and  on  the  appointed  day  an-  unu-  mSry? 
fual  number  of  members,  and  a  great  crowd  of  19th  Mar. 
auditors  attended.  Lord  Surrey  prefented  hyji- 
felf  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  motion,  which 
lord  North,  after  fome  clamour,  was  permitted 
to  anticipate,  by  declaring  "  That  his  Majefty  s 
minifters  were  no  more."     After  further  difcuf- 

'  136  to  127, 

HH  s  *  fion, 
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CHAP.  fio»,  occafioncd  by  a  profelBon  of  doubtinS? 

,J^^;^  lord  North's  aflertion,    he  obtained  leave  to 
i7«».     move  an  adjournment  for  five  days,  when  lord 
Surrey  might,  if  he  deemed  it  i^eccffary,  proceed 
with  his  motion. 

Hiifare-        He  then  made  his  valedi^ory  addrefs  aa 

^«^*««lw  minifter,  thanking  the  houfe  for  the  kind,  tbe 
repeated,  the  effential  fupport  he  had  fo  long 
received  from  the  commons  of  England,  white 
holding  a  fit  nation  to  which  he  had  at  all 
times  confeffed  himfelf  unequal.  To  that 
houfe  he  owed  whatever  he  had  been ;  his  con^ 
dud  within  thofe  walls  having  recommended 
him  to  his  fovereign.  He  thanked  them  for 
their  partiality  on  all,  their  forbearance  on 
many  occafions-  The  mortifications  he  had 
lately  experienced  in  the  houfe  could  not  make 
him  forget  their  general  fupport  through  a  fer* 
vice  of  many  years  continuance;  the  recol- 
le6iion  of  which  he  ihould  ever  cherifh  as  the 
principal  honour  of  his  life.  After  dwelling 
fome  time  on  thefe  and  fimilar  topics,  he  faid, 
whatever  might  be  the  extent  of  the  motion 
intended  by  lord  Surrey,  no  evil  could  arife 
from  a  fliort  delay.  He  was  confcious  of  his 
•refponfibility  for  the  truft  which  he  had  fo  long 
retained,  and  Ihould  neither  endeavour  to  (bel- 
ter himfelf,  nor  avoid  inquiry. 

The  exultation  tcftified  by  the  opponents 
of  the  late  adminiftration,  called  forth  the 
animadveifions  of  Burke,  who  employed  his 
tloquence  in  recommending  a  more  temperate 
condu£^,  exhorting  his  aflbciates  to  guard 
tgainft  their  defires,  their  felf-opinions,  their 
vanity,  their  avarice,  their  lull  of  power,  and 
fill  "^e  worft  paffions  which  disfigure  the  hu- 
man mind,  and  pointing  out  the  vaft  expec* 
tations  which  their  own  declarations  had  en- 
S  titled 
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titled  the  public  to  form,   and  the  immenfe  chap. 
difficulties    they   had    bound    themfelves  to  ^^^^^ 
achieve.  lyg*. 

Many  of  the  former  fupporters  of  lord 
North  fhewed,  as  might  be  expefied,  at  leaft 
coldnefs  towards  him  in  his  altered  fortune; 
yet  many  were  not  wanting  who  bore  honour- 
able teftimony  to  his  merits,  and  vindicated 
their  paft  (jonducl  by  honeft  and  unfufpefted 
profeflions  of  permanent  efteem.  Sir  John 
Huffey  Delaval  paid  a  manly  tribute  of  this 
kind,  and  Mr.  Courtenay,  though  frequently 
interrupted  by  turbulent  clamours,  pronounced 
an  encomium'  on  lord  North,  mixed  with  fevere 
farcafms  againft  the  triumphant  party.  He 
had  always  fupported  the  late  minifter,  he  faid, 
from  a  perfuafion  of  the  reftitude  of  his  inten- 
tions, and  on  that  point  his  conviftion  had 
never  been  fliaken.  If  from  untoward  circum- 
fiances  fome  of  his  meafures  had  not  been 
crowned  with  the  expefted  fuccefs,  his  whole 
condu6l  had  difplayed  a  fincere  anxiety  for  the 
profperity  of  the  country.  His  amiable  and  en- 
gaging difpofition  had  procured  him  many 
friends,  his  unrivalled  wit  many  admirers ;  his 
unafluming  manners  (though  he  had  held  fo 
Jofty  a  fituation  twelve  years)  had  prevented 
his  having  any  enemies ;  his  forbearing  temper 
was  f^klom  irritated;  and  when  he  was  pro- 
voked, his  manly  Avarmth  did  honour  to  his 
feelings.  "  Thefe  panegyrics,"  he  faid,  "  can- 
not be  cenfured  as  ilUtimed  at  this  moment, 

When  intereft  calls  off  all  her  sneaking  train, 
Whtfii  all  the  oblig'd  desert,  and  yet  complain." 

On  this  occafion  he  could  freely  pardon  the 

exultation,  triumph,  and   interruption   of  the 

conquering  party,  but  he  could  not  form  a  more 

fanguine  wifli  for  the  happinefs  of  the  country, 

H  H  4   '  than 
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c  HA  P.  than  that  in  this  day  of  difficulty,  calamity, 
^J^^    and  diftrefs,  an  adminiilration  might  be  formed 
i7Sf.     as  able,   difinterefted,  and  upright,  but  more 
fortunate  than  that  of  lord  North. 
ilrd^*hci        ^^  ^^^'^  aciive   conteft  the  lords    had  yet 
burners  inl  taken  no  (hare  :  the  earl  of  Shelburnc  had  ob- 
icnded        tained  a  fumnions  of  the  houfe  on  an  intended 
motion,      motion  for  the  removal  of  minifters;  but  be- 
fore the  appointed  day  the  cabinet  had  fur- 
rendered.      On  his  apolog}''  for  not  prefenting 
the  intended  propofition,  nothing  remarkable 
occurred  but  a  manly  fpeech  from  lord  Stor- 
mont,  who,  in  lord  North's  name  as  well  as  his 
own,  defied  crimination,  and  courted  inquiry. 
He  made  an  ardent  eulogy  on  lord   North, 
whofe  charaftcr,  he  faid,  had  conquered  even 
envy;  to  the  moftfplendid  talents  he  added 
the  mod  ardent  zeal  for  the  public  good,  and 
the  glory  of  his  fovereign;  the  moft  perfeft 
diiintereftednefs,  and  an  integrity  whicn  even 
flander  had  not  dared  to  tarnilh. 
Charaaei'        SucH  was  the  clofc  of  the  firft  permanent 
of  Lord      adminiftration   formed  during    the    reign   of 
George  III.     From  the  prime  minifter  the  afts 
of  government  took  their  charafter,  and  in 
fpeaking  of  him,  his  moft  inveterate  opponents 
never  accufed  his  warmeft  friends  of  exaggera- 
tion.    Of  his  character  and  attainments  vhen 
he  was  raifed  to  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  mention  has  already  been   made, 
and  what  remains  for  hiftory  to  record  has  been 
in  a  great  degree  anticipated.     His  eloquence 
was  lefs  diftinguifljed  by  peculiar  fplendour  of 
di6iion,  than  by  fuavity,  perfpicuity,  and  ar- 
rangement.,   Tne  impreflion  of  his  harangues 
was  aided  by  an  extraordinary  degree  of  can- 
dour, and  ingenuous  confidence,   which  were 
known  to  be  unafTumed,  and  convinced  the 

hearetil 
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hearers  of  the  purity  of  his  motives,  even  CHAPt 
though  they  did  not  aflent  to  the  propriety  of  ^^^^^ 
his  nieafures.  His  teniper  wad  feldom  mHled,  i;**, 
and  though  reiterated  attacks  fometinies  ex-r 
torted  a  farcaftic  fally,  his  wit,  of  which  he 
poflefled  an  uncommon  fecundity,  never  left 
pn  the  minds,  even  of  thofe  whom  he  over- 
whelmed with  ridicule,  afentimentof  rancour. 
ijis  honour  was  unblemilhed,  his  integrity  un^ 
queftionable;  and  "  in  a  lon^  and  ftormy,  and> 
at  length,  an  Unfortunate  aaminiftratipn,  had 
many  political  opponents,  almoft  without  a 
pcrfonal  enemy."*  Thefe  ellimable  qualities 
were  fuppofed  to  be  counterbalanced  by  tO<^  , 
great  a  facility  in  adopting  the  fuggeftions  of 
others ;  and  the  abfence  of  that  ftriSnefs  bt 
feverity  which  is  often  neceffary  to  enforce  and 
infure  exertion,  gave  the  appearance  of  prO* 
craftination,  and  a  want  or  energy  feemed  t5 
pervade  the  other  departments  of  adminiftra* 
l^ion. 

f  Gibhon*s  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Iloinap  £nipiit^  vol.  tS. 
i?o.  Pieface, 
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CHAPTER   THE    FORTY-THIRDi 
17  8  1  —  17  8  2, 

View  of  the  f7€W  miniftry — tneafures  they  had 
refohed  to  execute  before  they  came  into 
ojice, — Affairs  of  Ireland.  —  Meeting  of 
delegates  of  volunteers. — Motion  of  Mr. 
Eden  in  the  Britijh  parliament.  —  King's 
meffage. — Declaration  of  rights  voted  by  the 
Irijh  parliament. — Confequent  proceedings 
in  England.  — Efforts  for  limiting  influence. 

—  ContraRors  bill. -^Revenue  officers  bill. 
— Refolutions  refpeding  the  Middlefex  elec- 
tion refcinded. — Disfranchifement  of  Cricks 
lade.  —  Bill  compelling  the  holders  of  patent 
offices^  to  re  fide.  —  Exertions  of  clubs  and 

'      •   public  bodies  for  a  reform  of  parliament. 

—  Afr.  Pitfs  motion.  —  Exertions  refpeQing 
economy.  —  King^s  meffage.  —  Burkes  bill 
pajfes  in  an  altered  flute. — Arrears  of  the 
civil  liji  difckarged. — Efforts  at  pacific 
cation.  —  Negotiation    uith   Holland —  its 

failure  —  offers  to  mediate  renewed — Mr. 
Grenville  fent  to  Paris  to  opeji  a  direB  ner 
gotiation —  terms propofed  by  him. — Efforts 
of  France  in  the  IVeJi  Indies. — Rodney's 
victory  over  de  Graffe — his  recal — honours 
paid  him, — Slow  progrefs  of  negotiation.  — 
Death  of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham — 
Change  of  miniftry.  —  Prorogation  of  par-^ 
liament. — King's  fpeech. 

CHAP.    'The  new  cabinet  was  thus  compofed  :  The 

^^  marquis  of  Rockingham  (from  whom  it 

1782.      was  called  the  Rockingham  admin iftration) 

firft 
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firft  lord  of  the  treafury  j  lord  John  Cavendifh,  CHAP, 
chancellor  of  the  exchecjuer ;    admiral  Keppel,   2il!Iij 
now  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  vifcount,  firft  lord     178*, 
of  the  admiralty  ;   the  dute  of  Grafton,  lord  ^^jf^^ 
privy  feal;  earl  Camden,  prefident  of  the  coun-  m^nifli^ 
cil ;  the  duke  of  Richmond,  matter  general  of 
the  ordnance,  and  a  knight  of  the  garter ;  the 
earl  of  Shelburne  and  Mr.  Fox,  joint  fecreta^ 
riesofftate;    general  Conway  commander  in 
chief,  and  Mr.  Dunning,  created  lord  Aflibur- 
ton,    chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter. 
The  only  member  of  the  late  adminiftration 
who  retained  a  feat  in  the  cabinet,  was  the 
lord  chancellor,  Thurlow. 

Several  other  departments  of  ftate  were 
filled  by  perfons  of  eminent  rank  and  talient ; 
among  the  moft  confpicuous  of  whom  were 
the  duke  of  Portland,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire* 
land;  Mr.  Burke,  paymafter  general  of  the 
forces,  and  a  privy  counfellor ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Townfliend,  fecretary  at  war;  colonel  Barr^, 
treafurer  of  the  navy;  Mr.  Sheridan^  under 
fecretary  of  ftate ;  Sir  William  Howe,  lieu- 
tenant general  of  ^thc  ordnance;  his  brother, 
created  a  vifcount,  was  appointed  to  command 
the  grand  fleet ;  the  honourable  Thomas  Pel- 
ham,  was  furveyor  general  of  the  ordnance ; 
the  duke  of  Manchefter,  lord  chamberlain,  and 
the  earl  of  Effingham,  treafurer  of  the  houfe-^ 
hold.  Mr.  Kenyon  was  attorney,  Mr.  John 
Lee  foUcitor  general,  and  Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
foon  afterwards  obtained  a  peerage,  by  tlie 
title  of  lord  Grantly. 

This  adminiftration  comprized  fufficient  in-  Their  op?- 
tegrity  and  talent  to  juftify  the  ardent  hopes  "\**'''*  *°^ 
of  the  public;  but  many  perceived,  that  from  ^^^^^ 
the  heterogeneous  nature  of  the  materials,  the 
edifice  could  not  be  durable.      The  ftrange 

combina^ 
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CHAP,  combination  of  parties,  had  been  defcribed  in 
^  ^'    the  hoiife  of  commoas,  by  an  exprcffive  meta- 


|7>».  phor,  a  rope  of  fand  ;*  and  even  in  the  moment 
of  their  triumph  over  lord  North,  their  dif- 
cordances  of  opinion  produced  in  two  inftances, 
fmart  animadverfions  and  explanatory  declara- 
tion$.^ 

Fox,  though  not  nominally  the  head,  was 
generally  regarded  as  the  principal  perfon  in 
adminiftration ;  his  powerful  talents,  acknow- 
ledged by  all  parties,'  and  his  unrivalled  popu- 
larity, placjcd  him  at  fuch  a  difiance  from  his 
fUTociates,  that,  had  his  difpofition  been  infeded 
with  the  flighted  taint  of  arrogance,  he  might 
have  maintained,  by  the  force  of  the  public 
opinion,  an  uncontrouled  fovereignty  in  the 
cabinet.  Fox,  however,  fought  no  peculiar 
diftinftion,  and  his  popularity  reflefted  on  his 
aflbciates  a  rich  glow,  which  at  once  animated 
the  hopes,  and  fixed  the  regards  of  the  nation. 
But  although  he  was  fuperior  to  the  little  arts 
of  exclufion,  his  impetuofity  in  enforcing,  and 
inflexibility  in  maintaining  his  opinions,  were 
frequent  fubjeds  of  complaint.  Some  mem- 
bers of  adminiftration  were  perfonally  odious 
to  each  other;  lord  Thurlow,  by  along  courfe 
of  contefl:  in  both  houfes,  had  attrafted  peculiar 
diflike,  and  from  his  manly  unbending  temper, 
the  miniftry  expe6led  inipedimeiit  rather  than 
fupport.  Perhaps  he  was  only  fuifered  to  re- 
tain his  place  from  the  difficulty  of  adjufting 
tho  rival  claims  of  the  jurifprudential  members 
of  the  new  miniftry :  Fox,  fome  time  before  the 
overthrow  of  the  late  cabinet,  acknowledged 
that  his  adherents  detefted  lord  Thurlow's  Icun 

«  $ee  Pebates,  6th  March,  i78x. 

%  Se^  Pebates,  ^ih  anc|  zpth  of  Jdu<ii,  179?. 

timents 
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timents  on  the  conftitution ;  but  added^  they  c  ft  a  f « 
did   not  mean  to  profcribe  him/     Of  lord   ^XLUL 
Shelburne,  Fox  profeffed  not  to  entertain  a    \f%tf 
better  opinion ;  while  fpeaking  in  terms  of  af- 
feftionate  veneration  of  lord  Rockingham,  he 
defcribed   lord   Shdburne's  chara6ler   as  the 
exaft  reverie,  and  declared  that  his  repugnance 
to  an  affociation  in  office  with  him  and  lord 
Thurlow,    was   only  overcome   by  the   fatif- 
faftory   pledge   for   the    integrity    of  admi^ 
niftration,  afforded  by  the  afcendency  of  the 
marquis. 

The  particular  meafures  in  which  the  admi-*  Mnrum 
niftration  agreed  before  their  acceffion  to  **^*y  ^jj^  . 
power,  were  itated  by  two  of  the  principal 
members  to  be ;  firft,  an  offer  to  America  of 
unconditional  independence,  as  the  bails  of  a 
negotiation  for  peace  ;  fecondly,  the  eftabliih- 
ment  of  economy,  by  means  of  Burke's  bill ; 
and  thirdly,  the  annihilation  of  influence  over 
either  branch  of  the  legiflature.*  *♦ 

Before  either  of  thefc  meafures  could  be  Affairtof 
brought  forward,  minifters  were  compelled,  by  ^"^*** 
imperious  circumftances,  to  adopt  and  mature 
a  fourth,  "  that  of  fecuring  tne  freedom  of 
Ireland,  in  the  moft  unequivocal  and  decifiye 
manner."*  The  weaknefs  of  the Britifli  govern- 
ment in  Ireland,  and  ftrength  of  the  affertors 
of  their  independence  pn  the  Britiih  parliament, 
infpired  the  party  called  patriots  with  ardent 
hopes  of  obtaining  important  conceffions. 
County  and  other  popular  meetings  were  held, 
addreffes  voted,  and  inllruftions  given  to 
members  for  extinguifliing  the  powers  referved 

«  8th  March. 

^  See  the  fpeech  of  the  duke  of  Richmond  and  ^nersil  Coiiwa/f 
Rebates,  jfth  and  loth  df  July  1781. 

•  General  Conway's  fpeech  loth  July. 

*  to 
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CHAP,   to  the  privy  council  under  Poyning^s  law;  pro- 
y^J}^}    curing  ft  habeas  corpus  aft,  eftabliihing  the  in- 
17S1. '    dependence  of  the  judges,  abolifhing  fmecure 
places,  inquiring  into  the  expenditure  of  tlie 
public  money,  fecuring  the  freedom  of  trade, 
and  revifing  the  aft  for  equalizing  duties ;  and 
as  the  bed  means  of  obtaining  thefe  ends,  the 
members  were  enjoined  to  withhold  their  con- 
currence from  the  grant  of  fupplies  for  a  lon- 
ger period  than  fix  months.     The  voluateer 
aflbciations  were  encouraged  in  proportion  as 
they  difplayed  a  difpofition  to  co-operate  in 
9th  oa.     thefe  views.     In  debating  the  addrefs  on  the 
tftwtT^Viic  ^^^^  lieutenant's   fpeech    to  parUament,    Mr. 
irifli  par-    Grattan,  a  drftinguiilied  patriot,  adverted  with 
^•"^^*      fpleen  to  the  manner  in  which  the  loyal  exer- 
tions of  the  Iriili  were  commended  from  the 
throne ;  while  the  volunteei-s  were  not  cxprefsjy 
mentioned.      He    wiihed  he  could  reconcile 
royal  ears  to  that  falutary  and  wholcfome  name. 
*  When  the   addrefs  was  earned,  thanks  were 
unanimoufly  voted  to  the  volunteers  for  their 
lotnoa.    continuance  and  fpirited  exertions.     A  fimilar 
propofition   was  offered  in  the   upper  houfe, 
where  lord  Bellamont,  the  only  diffentient,  dif- 
tinguiflied  between  tlieir  fervices  and    their 
cftablifliment ;  he  honoured  their  zeal  and  ad- 
mired their  gallantry.     He  would  lead  them 
with  confidence,  accompany  them  with  affec- 
tion ;  with  them  he  would  be  foremoft  in  the 
breach,  laft  on  the  mine;    but  he  would  not 
perpetuate  a  claim  which  was  without  legal 
foundation :  he  valued  them  as  the  pureft  bul- 
lion, but  would  not  recognize  them  as  fterling, 
until  they  received  the  ftamp  of  majefty. 
ijihNoT.        In  puifuance  of  the  popular  iriftruftions, 
Mr.  Grattan  offered  a  bill  to  explain,  amend, 
and  limit  the  mutiny  act.     His  motion  M'as  re- 

jefted^ 
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je&ed,  but  renewed  early  in  the  enfuing  month  chap, 
hj  lord  Arran,  and  evaded  by  a  motion  of  delay  y^j;;^^^ 
for  fix  months.     SiXj  peers  joined  in  a  proteft,      1781- 
declaring  the  meafure  equally  beneficial  to  ^^^^^^ 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

On  the  failure  of  this  effort,  the  volunteers  is^hFcbw 
of  the  province  of  Ulfter  afTembled  at  Dun-  Mc^fngof 
gannon,  affumed  a  deliberative  character,  of  thcdcie- 
vhich  they  affirmed  themfelves  not  to  be  de-  fojun^xv 
privcd  by  aflfociating  in  arms.     Their  rcfolu- 
tionss^ffefted  toadjufl  many  important  points 
of  government:  the  claim  of  any  body  of  men, 
other  than  the  king,   lords,  anil  commons  of 
Ireland,  to  legiflate  for  that  kingdom;    the 
powers  exercifed  by  the  privy  councils  of  both 
kingdoms,  under  colour  of  the  law  of  Poyn-' 
ings;    all  burthens  or  obflru6tions  impeding        \ 
their  trade  with  neutral  countries,  impofed  by 
any  other  power  than  the  parliament  of  Ire* 
land ;   a  mutiny  bill  not  limited  in  duration 
from  feffion  to  felTion  ;    and  the   refufal  or 
delay  of  the  right  to  fecure  the  independence . 
of  judges,   and    impartial   adminiftration   of 
Juflice,  were  declared  unconflitutional,  illegal, 
and  grievances.     They  further  announced  their 
unalterable  determination  to  feek  redrefs,  and 
pledged  themfelves  to  each  other,  and  to  their 
country,  not  to  countenance  any  candidate  at 
any  enfuing  eledion,  butthofe  whohadfupport- 
ed  or  would  fupport  their  refolutions.   They  re- 
fol  ved  the  right  of  private  judgment  in  matters 
of  religion,  to  be  equally  facred  in  all ;  and 
therefore  as  Irifhmen,  Chriflians,  and  Protef- 
tants,  rejoiced  in  the  relaxation  of  the  penal 
laws  againfl  the  Roman  Catholic8>  conceiving 
the  meafure  to  be  fraught  with  the  happieil 
confequences  to  the  union  and  profperity  of 
Ireland.    They  made  arrangements  for  future 

meetings^ 
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meetings,  appointed  a  committee  to  reprefent 
them  in  a  general  aflembly  of  delegates  of 
corps  in  Dublin,  and  voted  an  addrefs  to  the 
minority  of  the  Irifli  parliament,  for  their  nobltf 
and  fpirited,  though  inefFeftual  efforts  in  de- 
fence of  the  great  commercial  and  conftitu- 
tional  rights  of  the  country.  "  Go  on ;"  they 
faid,  "  the  almoft  unanimous  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple is  with  you;  and  in  a  free  country,  the 
voice  of  the  people  muft  prevail.  We  know 
our  duty  to  our  fovereign,  and  are  loyal :  we 
know  ourfelves,  and  are  refolved  to  be  free." 

Deriving  new  hopes  from  thefe  refolutions, 
and  the  fpirit  they  indicated,  Mr.  G rattan  mov- 
ed an  addrefs  to  the  king,  declaratory  of  the 
rights  of  Ireland  to  an  independent  legiflature, 
notwithftanding  the  power  of  controul  affumed 
by  the  parliament  of  England ;  but  his  motion 
vas.negativcd,  as  was  another  for  a  bill  to  quiet 
the  proprietors  of  eftates  in  Ireland  under  Bri- 
ti<h  afts  of  parliament.  As  this  meafure  tended 
alfo  to  affirm  tliat  Great  Britain  had  no  right 
to  Icgiflate  for  Ireland,  Mr.  Yelverton,  as  a 
iniddle  courfe,  or  temperate  expedient,  procured, 
by  the  concurrence  of  all  parties,  an  a6t  for 
making  feveral  laws  pafled  in  Great  Britain, 
and  affediing  Ireland,  a6ls  uf  the  IriQi  parlia- 
ment. At  this  period  the  ftruggle  for  power 
in  England  terminated  in  the  recal  of  the  earl* 
of  Carlifle,  who  had  held  the  viceroyalty  fmce 
December  1780. 

The  Eafter  recefs  afforded  miniflers  leifure 
for  arranging  the  affairs  of  their  departments, 
and  procuring  the  re-ele6lion  of  fuch  -ds  were 
members  of  the  lower  houfe.  On  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  colonel  Luttrell  introduced  the 
affairs  of  Ireland,  by  flating  the  prevailing  dif- 
contents,  and  the  defire  of  miiiifters  to  remove 

them, 
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theih,  and  requiring  from  Mr.  Eden,  who  Was  a  chap. 
member  of  the  houfe  of  commone  in  Ireland,    2^^ 
and  had  filled  the  (ituation  of  principal  fecre-     178a. 
tary  to  lord  Carlifle,  an  explanation  of  the  affairs 
of  that  kingdom* 

Mr.  Eden  readily  entered  on  the  tafk,  de- 
fcribing  the  conduft  of  government  and  oppo- 
fition  for  the  two  laft  years,  and  defcantihg  on' 
the  valour,  loyalty,  and  popularity  of  the  Volun- 
teers,  whofe  defites  and  fentiments  were  the  ' 
defires  and  fentiments  of  all  Ireland.  The  de- 
claration of  rights  fo  unanimoufly  and  ardently 
cheriilied,  could  no  longer  be  oppofed  with 
fuccefs  t  the  attempt  would  be  as  vain  as  to 
make  the  river  Thames  flow  up  Highgate-hill. 
He  did  not  believe  the  Irifli  would  abufe  the 
advantages  they  might  obtain,  and  they  would 
be  reftramed  from  adopting  meafures  injurious 
to  England,  fince  the  king,  with  the  advice  of 
a  refponfible  cabinet,  muft  fanftion  all  their 
afts.  Befides  the  declaration  of  rights,  the 
volunteers,  or,  in  another  word,  Ireland  had 
called  for  a  habeas  corpus,  and  obtained  it ;  a 
bill  for  making  the  commiffions  of  judges 
quam  diu  bene  Je  gejerint^  demanded  by  them, 
was  in  its  progrefs  through  parliament ;  the  re- 
quired alteration  of  the  mutiny  aft  might  eafily 
be  granted,  and  a  modification  of  Poyning's  law, 
which  would  fatisfy  the  people,  could  not  be 
dangerous  to  England.  He  then  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  repealing  fo  much- of 
the  aft  of  the  fixth  of  George  I.  as  aiTerted  a 
right  in  the  king  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  to  make  laws  binding  the  kingdom 
and  people  of  Ireland."  He  did  not  wiih  to  be 
precipitate ;  but  the  recefs  of  the  Irifli  parlia- 
ment would  terminate  in  eight  days,  and  Mr. 
G  rattan  would  then  renew  and  carry  his  motion 

VOL.  III.  II  for 
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CBA?.  fort  declaration  of  rights.   It  would  furelytlwii 

^}^}if  be  advHeable  to  anticipate  the  wifhes  of  the 

i7is.     people,  to  afford  them  a  pledge  of  the  fincerity 

of  England,  a  fecurity  for  the  permanency  of 

the  conftitution,  and  of  that  trade  they  were  fa 

anxious  to  preferve. 

.  Thbee  members,  all  natives  of  Ireland,  rofe 
to  fecond  Mr.  Eden's  motion^  but  Fox  declaimed 
with  indignation  againft  the  indecent  hurry  of 
bringing  it  forward  on  the  fiift  appearance  of 
the  new  minifiry  in  parliament,  before  they 
had  time  to  make  airrangements,  or  digeil  mea* 
fures  more  effedual  and  important  than  a  little 
partial  repeal,  propofed  only  to  acquire  a  fmall 
portion  of  popularity.  Had  the  late  miniftry 
difplayed  but  a  moderate  fliare  of  that  alertnefs 
which  now  fo  much  mifbecame  the  mover,  Eng- 
land had  not  been  involved  in  her  prefent  diffi- 
culties. Moderate  conceffion  granted  to  tern- 
Eerate  requefis  would  have  prevented  thofe 
aughty  claims  which  would  wrench  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  from  the  legiflation  of  Great 
Britain ;  but  the  nation  was  now  reduced  to 
abjeft  unconditional  fubmiflion.  He  wiflied 
Mr.  Eden  to  withdraw  his  motion  ;  which  was 
agreed  to,  after  a  debate  in  which  many  re- 
fle6^ions  were  made  on  the  harih  manner  of 
notifying  lord  Carlifle's  recal,  and  his  removal 
from  the  lord  lieutenancy  of  the  eaft  riding  of 
Yorkfliire,  which  miniilers  had  reftored  to  lord 
Carmarthen. 
9th  April.  The  next  day  Mr.  Fox  fubmitted  to  thd 
Kinp'»  houfe  a  meffage  from  the  king,  expreffing  con- 
^"^  *^'  cem  at  the  difcontcnts  and  iealoufies  of  Ire- 
land, and  recommending  to  the  ferious  confi- 
deration  of  the  houfe  tte  means  of  fatisfaftory 
adjuftment.  In  moving  the  addrefs  on  this  md- 
fage,  Fox  declared  the  refolution  of  minifiers 
.  .       5  to 
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td  a^  elFeSlUally,  and  not  patch  up  A  tempolary  c  h  a  p« 
ceiTation  of  claims,  leaving  to  their  fucceffors  ^^}^ 
the  dangers  of  an  unfettled  conilitution.     The     *7%^» 
pretenfipns  of  the  Iriili  parliament  and  people^ 
comprjehended  not  only  commercial  rights  and 
privileges,  but  legiflative  nowers  and  royalty. 
The  hafty  ilep  propofed  py  Mr.  Eden>  would 
ho  unwife  and  impolitic.     Time  muft  be  al« 
lowed  for  deliberation,  and  the  acquifition  of 
perfe6l    information,    which  minifters  would 
laithfullv  fubmitto  parliament,  hoping  that  the 
happy,  Ipeedy,  atyi^rmanentconclulion  of  fo 
important  an  affair,  would  be  forwarded  by  all 
the  ability,  zeal,  affedion,  and  honeftv  of  both 
kingdoms.     The  addrefs  was  votea  without 
oppofition ;  as  was  a  fimilar  teftimony  of  reijped  ntL 
from  the  upper  houfe,  on  the  motion  of  lord 
Shelbume. 

The  fpeeches  of  both  fecretaries  of  ftate  wer» 
profufe  in  general  acknowledgments  towards  the 
Irifli,  with  a  referve  of  due  confideration  for  the 
dignity  of  Great  Britain.  Their  declarations 
weie  involved  in  (ludied  my ftcry,  but  it  appeared 
from  the  obfervations  of  Fox,  that  the  large 
conceffions  recommended  by  Mr.  Eden  were 
not  intended  to  be  made. 

Ant  hefitation  or    varieties  of  fentiment  x6thA)ir. 
which  might  have  been  entertained  in  the  Bri-  ^^^' 
tifh  cabinet,  were,  however,  abruptly  terminated  ngfau voted 
by  the  decilion  of  the  Irifh  houie  of  commons^  **3^?^^ 
where  Grattan,  as  Mr.  Eden  had  predifted,  P""""^ 
moved  an  addrefi  to  the  throne,  containing  a 
full  and  explicit  declaration  of  the  rights  of 
Ireland  as  claimed  by  the  people,  and  the  dele* 
gates  of  the  volunteers.    His  fpeech  was  un-  cmtan't 
commonly  fervid :  he  remembered  Ireland,  he  celebrated 
faid,  when  flie  was  a  child,  he  had  beheld  her  ^^^ 
progreis  from  injuries  to  arms,  fxojfi^  arms  t9 

J I  2  liberty. 
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CH  A  F.  liberty.     The  Irifli  were  no  longer  afraid  of  the 
^^^^^   French,  nor  of  any  nation,  nor  of  any  miniftt-r. 
,7t».     If  nien  turned  thefr  eyes  to  the  reft  of  Europe^ 
they  found  the  ancient  fpirit  expired,  liberty 
ceded,  or  emph-e  loft ;  nations  fubfiftinfj  on  the 
memory  of  paft  glory,  and  guarded  by  merce- 
nary annres.     But  Ireland,  quitting  fuch  exam- 
"^  pies,  had  become  a  model  to  them ;  ihe  had 
excelled  modern,  and  equalled  ancient  Europe, 
The  meeting  of  military  delegates  at  Dunran- 
non  was  a  great  event,  an  original  meafure ; 
and  like  all  original  meafures,  matter  of  furprifc 
till  it  became  matter  of  admiration.     He  com- 
pared it  to  the  Englifli  convention  parliament, 
or  the  affembly  of  barons  at  Runnymead  ;  all 
Mere  original  tranfaftions,  not  flowing  from 
precedent,  but  ccmtaining  in  themfelves  prece- 
dent and  principle.      All  great  conftitutional 
qnefiions  had  been  loft;  the  public  had  been 
loft,  had  they  depended  only  on  parliament : 
but  they  had   fallen  into   the  hands  of  the 
people,  and  by  the  people  would  be  preferved. 
ITie  Irifh  volunteers  were  aflbciated  for  the 
piyfervaf  ion  of  the  laws,  but  the  claims  of  the 
Ihitifh  parliament,  were  fubverfivc  of  all  law. 
The  volunteers  had  fi^pported  the  rights  of  the 
Iriih  parliament  againft  thofe  temporary  truftee* 
who  would  have  relinquiflied  them.     But  Eng- 
land had  no  reafon  to  fear  the  Irilh  volunteers  : 
they  would  die  for  England  and  her  majeftic 
race  of  men.     Allied  by  liberty  as  well  as  alle- 
giance, the  two  nations  formed  a  conftitutional 
confederacy ;  the  perpetual  annexation  of  tlic 
crown  was  one  great  bond,  but  liberty  was  a 
ftill  greater.     It  would  be  eafy  to  find  a  king, 
but  impoffible  for  the  hifli  to  find  a  nation 
who    could   communicate   to    them    a    great 
rharter,  fave  only  England.     This  made  Eng- 
land 


GEORGE    IIL  495 

land  a  natural  connexion ;  'arid  every  true  Irifk-  chap, 
man  would  exclaim — Liberty  with  England —  ^"^ 
butr-at  all  events — Liberty  !  ^  ^      1781. ' 

The  motion  was  carried  without  a  divifion^  HUie.   , 
though  Dot  without  debate ;  and  the  gratitude  '^^• 
of  the  nation  was  fliewn  towards  the  popular 
orator,  by  a  parliamentary  grant  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  pounds,  for  the  purpofe  of  purchaling  him 
an  eftate,  and  erefting  a  manfion. 

Instructed  by  thefe  refolves,  and  by  tlie  ci^^nt 
evident  determination  throughout  the  country  proce3u", 
to  fupport  them  to  all  extremities,  minifters  no,  ^?*.*J*  *^« 
longer  hefitated  refpe6ling  the  quality  or  mode  iJJnentr'* 
of  conceflion.     Fox,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  expatiated  on  the  claims  of  Ireland,, 
allowing  them  to  be  founded  in '  iuftice,  and 
fuch  as  he,  while  out  of  office,   had  always 
maintained.     Ireland  had  clearly  and  plainly 
ftated  her  wants ;  he  fhould  be  as  plain ;  and 
though  perhaps  he  might  have   been  better 
pleafed  with  a  different  mode  of  afking,  ftill  he 
would  meet  her  on  her  own  terms.     Whatever 
blame  might  be  difcovered  in   the  courfe  of 
the  bufmels,  he  imputed  to  the  late  adminiftra- 
tion,  and.  concluded  by  moving  "for  an  a6k 
repealing  that  of  the  fixth  of  George  I.  for  fecur- 
in^  the  dependence  of  Ireland." 

Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  feconded  the  motion, 
and  members  of  all  parties  concurred  in  ap- 
plauding it;  lord  Beauchamp  alone  expreffed 
a  doubt  that  the  repeal,  lea\nng  the  queftion 
of  right  undecided,  would  not  fatisfy  the 
Irifli  nation.  The  motion  pafled  .without  a 
divifion,  as  did  two  others,  one  for  an  addrefs 
to  the  king,  praying  the  adoption  of  meafures 
for  rendering  the  connexion  between  the  two 

^  See  a  report  of  this  Ipeech  in  the  Rerocmbtanccr,  rol.  xir.  ^  st. 

IIS  kingdoms 
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tH  A  P.  kingdoms  folid  and  perraanent ;  and  another  dc^ 
Sj^    claring  the  intcrefts  of  both  infeparable.  • 

t78».         Tui.  proceedings  in  the  upper  hpufe  were 

%vkpa*f.  nearly  nmilar,  and  no  divifion  arofe.    Lord 

Loughborough,   however,  pointed  out  feveral 

inconveniences  which  might  poflibly  eofuefrom 

the  extenfive  conftraflion  of  the  refolutions, 

.    and  recommended  fome  delay,  for  the  fake  of 

preparation,   atid  to  avpid  that  precipitancy 

which  would  feem  to  refult  from  fe^r. 

%jA  «M  *      Th  £  repealing  a6l  pafled  both  houfes  in  gene-f 

H^Jw*  ral  filence.     Its  reception  in  Irelapd  juftified, 

in  fome  degree,  lord  Beauchamp*s  anticipation  j 

for  Mr.  Flood,  by  maintaining  that  the  con-^ 

Ceffion  was  infufficient,  inafmuch  as  the  princi-r 

jrte  on  which  the  aft  of  George  I.  was  founded 

was  not  renounced,  wrefied  from  G rattan,  who 

aflerted  the  contrary',  a  portion  of  his  popular 

«7thjttne.  rity.*    The  Irifli  parliament,  however,  fliewed 

great  fatisfaSion  at  the  acquifition,  and  voted 

addrefles  of  thapks,  and  ft  hundred  tboufand 

pounds  for  a  levy  of  twenty  thoy{and  feamen 

for  the  Britifli  navy, 

sth  Apni,      ^^  profecution  of  another  avowed  objeft,  the 

Bflfbrtt  fo^  limitation  of  influence,  the  popular  m^afures 

influent    P^^^^*^*^^  ^"  formcr  fcffions  were  revived.    The 

Contt^^     bill  for  excluding  contra6tors,  was  in  a  oom- 

fori  bi|U    mittee  before  the  expulfion  of  the  late  adminif- 

tration ;  it  was  now  amended,  and  recommitted^ 

and  paffed  the  houfe  of  commons  with  inconfii- 

derable  oppofitipn.  In  the  lords,  the  principle  was 

firenuoufly,  and  with  great  force  of  argument^ 

oppofed  by  the  lord  chancellor  and  lord  Mans* 

field.     In  the  committee,  lord  Afhbprton  fuc- 

cefsfuUy  propofed  an  amendment,  exempting 

s  See  reports  of  the  debate  oa  this  CvihjtBt^  Benembraoccr,  VfijL 
xiv.  p.p.  307,  3x9. 

from 
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from  the  operation  of  the  bill  thofe  "wfao  ififtde  CHA^. 
contrads  for  the  produce  of  their  own  eftiates ;   ^rLTn.^ 
but  the  houfe  of  commons  dtiagreeri>  Q^d  the     iyiu 
bill  pafled  in  its  original  fonn.  *♦*  ^ 

With  equal  eagemefs,  the  bill  for  preventing  H^^^J^ 
revenue  officers  from  voting  in  eledions  of  April 
members  of  parliament  was  prelied  on  the  houfe.  i^««« 
It  was  ftrenuoufl y  though  unfuccefsf uUy  oppofed  biiL*" 
in  tlie  commons ;  but  a  rider  was  added  to  pre- 
vent  its  extending  to  thbfe  who  hdd  places  for 
life ;  tliey,  it  was  argued,  could  not  be  u^der  th^ 
dominion  of  influence.  On  the  third  reading  3d  June, 
in  the  upper  houfe,  lord  Mansfield  made  an  abl^ 
and  eloquent  fpeech  againll  the  principle  of  the 
bill ;  he  was  anfwered  by  the  bifliop  of  Peter- 
borough, and  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  who 
declared  his  fituation  as  firft  lord  of  the  trea* 
fury  would  be  extremely  uneafy  if  the  bill 
was  rejefted.  In  feven^  boroughs,  he  faid,  the 
iele£lion  depended  chiedy  on  revenue  officers. 
Nearly  twelve  thoufand  of  thefeperfons,  created 
by  the  late  adminiftration,  pofiefled  votes  in 
other  places ;  and  he  could  riot  without  remorfe 
fubjea  them  by  his  influence,  to  the  neceffity,  dr 
at  leaft  the  imputation  of  voting  againft  th^ 
di^tes  of  gratitude  and  their  confciences. 
This  curious  argument,  which  implied  that  un* 
lefe  the  voters  were  deprived  of  the  power  of 
doing  wron^,  the  minifler  could  not  refrain 
irom  compelling  them,  terminated  the  debate, 
and  the  bill  paifed.  ^  , 

Anothse  facrifice  to  popularity,  inihe  fliape  ^^7* 
of  reform,  was  the  expun6kiori  from  the  journals  ^^^ 
of  the  refolution  of  tl^  feventeenth  of  February  the  Middu- 
1769,  refpc^ting  the  Middlefex  cleaion;  theJ^^^J'' 

^  34  to  St.    There  were  U^rmX  divliiom  in  thi  hmk  of  commoBt 
in  the  profortMhof  j^ttnt* 

X  I  4  motioB 
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CH  AP«  tbotion  being  made  and  feconded  by  Wilkes  and 
aaux,    Byng,  members  for  the  county.    Fox  oppofed 

'^uf  it»  on  the  principle  that  the  houfe  of  commons 
ought,  for  the  advantage  of  the  people,  to  have 
the  privilege  of  expelling  thofe  whom  they,  as 
reprefentatives,  thought  unworthy  of  a  feat,  and 
the  privilege  was  too  valuable  to  be  furren^ 
dered.  In  fupport  of  this  doftrine,  he  framed 
an  extraordinary  cafe*  "  Suppofe,"  he  faid, 
**  the  bill  for  excluding  contradors  bad  been 
reieited  by  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  the  houfe 
of  commons  had  come  to  a  refolution  of  their 
own,  that  no  perfon  holding  a  contrad  ihould 
have  2^  fifat;  the  contractors  now  in  parlia- 
ment would  be  e:cpelled,  but  might  oe  re- 
eleded,  and  then,  if  the  inherent  privilege 
did  not  impede  it,  thofe  very  men  whom  the 
hoiife  had  declared  improper  to  fit,  mud  remain 
amongft  them."  He  acknowledged  hirofelf, 
however,  indifferent  to  the  event  of  the  motion, 
as  the  proceedings  againli  the  magidrates  of 
Xx)ndon  had  demonftrated,  that  whatever  privif 
leges  the  houfe  might  poffefs,  they  could  not 
be  exercifed  in  oppofition  to  the  voice  of  the 
people. 

DuNDAS,  though  on  the  fame  fide,  warmly 
reprobated  the  unconftitutiopal  dodrines  of 
,Fox ;  and  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  great 
majority.  *  Elated  with  thi^final  triximph,  after 
an  annual  defeat,  Wjlkes  publiflied  a  letter  ext 
prcflTive  of  his  raptureSy  and  his  refplution  to 
perfevere  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  and  parlia- 
mentary reform ;  but  few  people  now  partici- 
pated his  raptures ;  the  queftioa  had  ceafed  to 
be  interefting,  and  the  popularity  attached  to 
•    the  name  of  Wilkes  had  been  repeatedly  tranfi 

*  J15  to  47, 

ftited 
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ferred  to  others,  and  was  in  a  ftate  of  daily  c  hap. 
ilii6tuation.  xliii. 

Early  in  the  feffion,  a  bill  was  introduced   ""T^g^ 
for  disfranchifing  the  borough  of  Cricklade  in  J^^'if*" 
the  county  of  Wilts.    A  committee  on  thepeti-  chifcmon^ 
tion  of  an  unfuccefsful  candidate,  reported  that  of  Crick* 
great  abufes  had  been  committed ;  and  Sir  Har* 
bord  Harbord  affirmed,  that  out  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  voters,  eighty-three  had  already  been 
convicted  of  bribery,  and  aftions  for  the  fame 
offence  were  pending  againft  forty 'three  others. 
In  the  houfe  of  commons  the  disfranchifement  s}thMn» 
was    oppofed    with    confiderable  abUity,    but 
with  out  effeft.     It  was.juftified  on  the  fame 

Erinciples  as  that  of  the  electors  of  new  Shore- 
am.  *^  When  that  bill  was  fliewn  to  the  late 
earl  of  Chatham,"  faid  Mr.  Montagu,  **  he  ex- 
prefled  his  joy  at  finding  the  borough  removed 
from  Bengal  to  its  ancient  fituation  in  the 
county  of  Suffex."— If  the  prefent  were  rejefted, 
Cricklade  would  certainly  be  removed  from 
Wiltfbire  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 

The  progrefs  of  the  bill  through  the  houfe  sdM^, 
of  lords  was  rendered  remarkable  by  the  zeal 
and  abilitv  with  which  the  lord  chancellor,  lord 
Mansfield,  and  lord  Loughborough  oppofed, 
and  lords  Grantly  and  Afli burton  uipported  it. 
The  latter  lords  found  a  powerful  auxiliary,  or 
rather  an  able  leader,  in  the  duke  of  Richmond ; 
but  his  grace  in  the  courfe  of  debate  reproach- 
ed the  lord  chancellor  with  indifcriminately 
yefifting  every  meafure  of  regulation  or  im-r 
provement  Lord  Fortefcue,  enlarging  on  the 
fenie  topic,  bewailed  the  degraded  dignity  of 
the  houfe,  lowered  and  tarnilhed  by  a  profufion 
of  lawyers.  It  was  no  longer  a  houfe  of  peers, 
but  a  mere  court  of  law,  where  all  the  folid, 
honourable  principles  of  truth  and  juftice  were 

ihamefuUy 
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CHAP,  (hamefully  fltcrificed  to  the  low  pettifogging 

^2r!ii;   chicanery  and  quibbles  ufed  in  Weftininfter 

«7»*-     Hall.    That  once  venerable,  dignified,  and  au* 

guft  affembly,  refembled  a  meeting  of  attomies 

in  a  Cornifli  court,  acling  as  barrifters.    The 

learned  lord  on  the.  woolfack  feemed  fraught 

with  notliing  but  contradidions,  and  law  fiib^ 

tletiesy  and  diftindions,  and  all  that. 

•*  Maj,        Such  remarks  obtained  no  anfwer,  and  did  not 

prevent  the  exertions  of  oppofition ;  evidence 

was  called  and  counfel  heard  againft  the  bill ; 

when  the  duke  of  Richmond  again  gave  vent 

to  his  indignation  againft  what  he  termed  thiB 

profeifional  phalanx.  Attacked  by  lawyers  above 

the  bar,  and  interrupted  by  lawyers  below,  he 

confidered  himfelf  unequal  to  the  conteft,  and 

therefore  obtained  the  aid  of  counfel  in  fupport 

of  the  bill,  which  finally  palfed,  great  majori«> 

ties  in  its  favour  appearing  on  every  divifion.  "^ 

juncam.       A  j^oRi:  important  and  beneficial  law  was 

&Vdt  '^^rodxiced  under  the  influence  of  lord  SheU 

offices  to    bume,  for  compelling  future  holders  of  patent 

■*^.       places  in  the  colonies  or  plantationsj,  to  refide 

and  ad;  in  their  offices. 
Enrtiont       HiTUERTo  all  the  rcforms  fupported  by  ad^ 
and*pubi>c  B^iniftration,  had  been  fauiftioned  by  the  con- 
bodies  for  currence  of   paiiiament.      One  remained   on 
of'^^riiT-   ^^^^^^^  ^^^  puolic  felt  confiderably  interefted,* 
Bcct.    "   from  the  great  pains  which  had  been  employed 
to  procure,  in  all  popular  affemblies,  votes  and 
refolutions  in  its  favour,  and  to  exhibit  it  to  the 
people  as  a  meafure  on  which  their  freedom  and 
profperity  depended  :  this  was  a  reform  ii|  the 
reprefentative  fyftem  of  thehouiie  of  commons. 
March  and      MEASURES  for  euforciug  this  reform  Were 
Ap.  17S1.  fyftematically  adopted  in  the  preceding  year,  by 

If  On  thecomxnkment,  i^tb  May,  the  dirifioii irai47  to  ^>* 

the 
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Ihc  delegates  of  the  aflbciated  or  petitioning  bo-  €  n  A  F» 
idies,  comprifing  pretended  reprelentatives  of  the  ^fJ^J^ 
counties  of  York,  Surrey,  Hertford,Huntingdon,  %j^^ 
Middlefex,  Eflex,  Kent,  Devon,  and  Notting- 
ham, and  the  city  pf  Weftminfter,  They  re- 
fobbed,  that  the  public  evils  were  produced  by 
the  grofs  inadequacy  in  parliamentary  repre-^ 
fentation,  which  the  addition  of  ahundred  coun-r 
%y  members  in  dije  proportions  would  tend  to 
correct  Thp  fepteQnial  aft  was  declared  a  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  the  people,  which  impair- 
ed the  conflitutional  connexion  between  theni 
and  their  reprefentatives,  ^nd,  expofed  parlia- 
inent  to  great  unconflitutional  influence ;  and 
its  repeal  would  form  a  ftrong  barrier  againft 
the  inroads  of  parliamentary  corruption,  and 
the  alarming  influence  of  the  crown.  Thefe 
jrefolyes  were  enforced  by  addreffes  to  the  elec- 
tors of  Great  Britain,  urging  the  iieceffity  of 
jrefonn,  by  ftatements  deduced  from  hiftory, 
and  arguments  founded  in  right  and  policy.  * 
The  livery  of  London  in  acommon-hall  refolved,  v^  J«it 
that  the  inequality  of  reprefentation,  and  the  '^'** 
corrupt  ftate  of  parliament,  had  produced  the 
war,  tne  difmemberment  of  the  empire,  and  all 
other  grievances.  The  only  adequate  remedy 
would  be  found  in  re-eftablifliing  the  conftitu- 
tional  {h^xe  of  the  people  in  government,  and  in 
a  fi-equent  eleftion  of  reprefentatives,  according 
to  ancient  ufage.  They  alfo  eftablifhed  a  cor- 
refponding  committee.  Againft  this  meeting, 
however,  a  proteft  was  figned  by  five  of  the 
pommon-council. 

The  caufe,  thus  efpoufed  by  thefe  commit-  7AMif. 
tees  and  public  bodies,  was  introduced  to  ^^f ' 
parliament  by  the  brilliant  talents  of  Mr.  Pitt. 

}  See  Rememknmceri  toL  nii.  m  191. 

^  In 
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CHAP.  In  afpeech  of  great  ability,  he  defcribed  the 
XLIII.    evils  which  had  arifen,  and  might  arife  from 
TtS*.     the  une(]ual  reprefentation.     Some  boroughs 
were  under  the  command  and  others  in  the 
poifeffion  of  the  tieafury.     The  influence  of 
,    the  treafury  was  contefted  in  others^  not  by 
the  eleftors,  but  by  fome  powerful  individual 
aflUming  hereditary  right.     Some  boroughs  had 
up  adual   exiftence  in  property,   population^ 
trade,  or  weight,  but  only  in  the  return  of 
jncmbcrs ;  and  others,  in  the  lofty  pofTeflion  of 
English  freedom,  claimed  no  right  but  that  of 
bringing  their  votes  to  market :  they  had  uo 
other  market,  no  other  property,  no  other  ftake 
in  the  country  than  the  price  of  their  votes. 
Such  boroughs  were  the  moft  dangemus  of  all. 
They  never  confultcd  the  interefts  of  the  pub- 
lic, but  offered  their  reprefentation  to  the  bed 
purchafer :  they  were  properly  within  the  ju- 
rifdidion  of  the  Carnatic;  and  it  was  a  well 
known  faft,  that  the  nabob  of  Arcot  had  feveu 
or  eight  members  in  that  houfe.     Foreign  in- 
fluence  had  ever  been  coniidered  dangerous  to 
a  nation,  and  if  the  nabobs  of  India  could 
acquire  fuch  au  influence,  why  might  not  a 
*  foreign  power,  at  enmity  with  Great  Britain, 
acquire  a  fimilar  ^are  by  the  fame  means  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation.     Some  perfons  had 
fuggefted,  that  the  heft  means  of  eflfeding  a 
nearer  relation  between  the  reprefentatives  and 
the  people,  Mould  be  to  deprive  the  rotten  and 
corrupt  boroughs  of  a  part  of  their  members, 
and  add  them  to  thofe  places  which  had  a 
greater  ftake  and  intereft  in  the  country.     Ano- 
ther mode  recommended,  was  fliortening  the 
duration  of  parliaments.     But  all  confideration 
of  thefe  he  fliould  for  the  prefent  entirely  omit, 
referring  the  taik  of  fele^ion  to  ^  committee 

freely 
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fireely^chofeti.  The  matter  of  complaint  was  CHAP, 
cleat;  his  own  judgment  was  ftrengthened  by  ^^"^j^ 
the  advice  of  fome  of  the  firft  charafters  in  the  i7«*. 
kingdom,  and  of  Ibme  on  whom  the  grave  had 
doled.  Of  one  of  thefe,  in  particular,  every 
member  in  the  houfe  could  fpeak  with  more 
freedom  than  himfelf.  That  perfon  was  not 
fipt  to  indoTge  vague  and  chhnerical  fpeeula- 
tions  in  confluent  vnth  practice  and  expediency; 
and  the  opinion  of  that  perfon  was,  that  unlefs 
firft  principles  were,  in  this  refpefl  recurred 
to,  and  a  more  folid  and  equal  reprefentation 
^f  the  people  eftabliflied,  by  which  the  proper 
conftitutional  connexion  might  be  revived, 
this  nation,  with  the  greateft  aptitudes  for  hap- 
pinefs  and  grandeur  of  any  other  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  muft  be  confounded  with  the 
mafs  of  thofe  whofe  liberties  were  loft  in  the 
corruption  of  the  people.  Removed,  and  was 
feconded  by  aldeiman  Sawbridge,  "  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  ftate  of  reprefentation  in  parliament,  and 
to  report  to  the  houfe  their  obfervations 
thereon." 

The  firft  opponent  of  the  motion  was  Mr. 
Thomas  Pitt,  who  anticipated  and  deprecated- 
the  conftruQiionsto  which  his  fentiments  would 
be  liable  from  thofe  who  confidered  him  merely 
as  proprietor  and  reprefentative  of  Old  Sarum. 
He  objefted  to  the  time  of  introducing  the 
fubjeft,  when  government  was  already  over- 
loaded with  projefts  of  reform.  Mere  theorifts 
attempted  to  eftablilh  the  wild  fyftem,  that 
nations  could  only  be  free  where  no  individual 
was  bound  but  by  laws  to  which  he  had  con- 
fented,  either  in  perfon  or  by  a  reprefentative 
whom  he  hadadually  nominated.  Hiftory 
fufficiently  proved  that  fuch  a  principle  never 

applied 
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chA^.  applied  to  the  Britilh  conftitatioiL  )f{Milik|| 
XLiii/  like  equality  of  reprefentation  could  be  foun£ 
^nr^  Rutland,  as  a  county,  returned  an  many  reprc* 
fcntatives  as  Devonlhire  or  Yorkfliirc  At  firft 
counties  alone  were  reprefented,  aflerwards 
great  cities,  towns,  and  places  of  note,  and 
even  inconfiderable  villagei.  The  nile  of  their 
addition  could  not  be  defined,  bttt  noft  af^ 
furedly  it  was  not  that  of  equal  Tfpre&ntation, 
or  uniform  importance ;  nor  was  it  fit,  at  this 
period,  to  try  chartered  privileges  bv  a  new 
rule  which  never  did  apply  to  them.  Howeve* 
plaufible  and  popular  tne  idea  of  equal  itprefen* 
tation,  it  was,of  all  other  the  moft  extravagant, 
impra6ticable,  vifionary,  andabfurd.  If  fuch 
a  principle  was  eflential  to  a  free  government, 
there  never  had  been  nor  ever  could  be  a  free 
government. 

The  real  origin  and  purpofe  of  the  par- 
liament, was  to  balance  the  power  of  the 
crown.  The  members  of  the  lower  houfe, 
however  varioufly  elected,  flood,  individually 
and  coUefiively,  as  reprdfentatives  of  all  the 
fubjefts  of  Great  Britam.  If  they  effefted  the 
great  purpofe  of  defending  th^  people  at  large 
againft  the  encroaching  power  ana  increafing 
influence  of  the  crown  ;•  if,. as  faithful  guar-^ 
dians,  they  held  the  public  purie;  if  they  pre<» 
ferved  the  laws  of  the  country  from  violation, 
they  anfwered  every  end  of  th^ir  inftitution, 
whatever  irregularities  a  Ipeculifl  might  fancy 
hfi  difcovered  in  their  appointment ;  for  that 
country  truly  enjoys  the  benefit  of  civil  liberty, 
where  the  laws  hold  an  equal  courfe  to  all,  not 
where  all  are  equally  reprefented* 

^'  Is  all  influence  on  this  houfe''  he  pro* 
ceeded,  "equally  dangerous,  equally  alarming^ 
equally  fiibveriive  of  we  great  principle  I  have 
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endeavoured  to  eftabliih  ?  What  was  the  con-  chap. 
teft  with  the  crown  before  the  eftablifliment  of   ^^f;"J: 
the  lower  houfe  ?  a  conteft  not  for  liberty,  but     ,7S». 
for  power,  between  the  king,  the  barons,  and 
the  clergy.     What  has  been  the  change  tJiat 
iince  its  origin  has  thrown  weight  into  the 
balance  of  this  houfe  ?  The  ariftocratical  weight 
of  property,  which  increafing  in  this  houfe, 
has  enabled  it  to  refill  the  augmenting  influ- 
ence of  the  crown.     The  houfe  of  lords  can  no 
longer   be  relied  on  as  a  counterpoife ;    the* 
barons  are  no  longer  the  barrier  againft  the 
encroachments  of  the  crown.     Let  us  take  care; 
that  by  an  innovation  purely  democratical, 
and  which  (liall  remove  from  us  that  influence 
to  which  we  owe  fo  much  of  our  importance, 
ve  do  not  reduce  ourfelves  again  to  that  ftate 
when  the  greateil  influence  of  all  may  crufli  us 
under  feet." 

The  motion,  he  obferved,  would  place  par- 
liament in  a  cruel  dilemma;  if  negatived,  the 
prejudices  of  the  times  would  reprefent  the 
noufe  as  partial,  prejudiced,  and  corrupt;  (hut- 
ting their  ears  againft  evils  fatal  to  public 
liberty,  left  they  ihould  be  obliged  to  confefs 
the  neceffity  of  a  remedy.  If  the  propolition 
were  adopted,  they  muft  launch  into  a  fea  with- 
out a  fhore;  a  general  inquiry  without  any 
defined  or  fpecified  obje6l ;  an  inqutfltion  into 
the  ftate  of  every  borough,  which  would  alarm 
the  feelings  of  every  one  interefted  in  fo  exten- 
five  a  coniideration,  while  it  held  out  to  the 
public,  expedations  which  the  houfe  never  meant 
to  fatisfy,  nor  ought  to  fatisfy,  noiKould  fa- 
tisfy  were  it  ever  fo  expedient.  The  queftion 
was  not  whether  any  fpecific  alteration  fliould 
be  adopted;  but  whether  parliament  fliould 
open  a  general  fliop  to  receive  all  the  proje6ls 

of 


49G  HISTOIIY  OF  ENGLAJIO. 

CHAP,  of  the  wildeft  of  projeftors;  to  let  loofe  the 
^^j^  imaginations  of  the  public  on  the  moil  deli-* 
«7»».  cate,  and  yet  moil  important  of  coniiderations^ 
Bounds  could  never  be  fet  to  the  inquiry  ;  the 
torrent  could  never  be  reftrained ;  the  principle 
muil  be  carried  to  its  utmoil  extent,  or  aban- 
doned ;  reprefentation,  if  an  inherent  or  natural^ 
was  an  univeifal  ri^ht ;  there  was  no  medium. 
To  countensfnce  fo  general,  fo  undefined  a 
meafurc,  as  that  on  tlie  table,  would  be  an  a£i 
of  madnefs  and  infatuation,  tending  only  to 
tumult  and  diforden  and  every  confufion  that 
expert  ation,  followed  by  difappointment,  could 
operate  on  the  paflions  of  the  multitude. 

During  along  debate,  many  confpicuous 
parliamentary  charafters  delivered  their  fenti^ 
ments:  Sir  George  Savile,  Courtenay,  Fox, 
and  Sheridan,  fupported  the  meafure.  Its^ 
chief  opponents  were  the  honourable  Mr.  Yorke,, 
Rolle,  M'Donald,  Rigby;  and  Dundas,  who 
particularly  diftinguiilied  himfelf  by  a  fpeech^ 
replete  with  ibund  fenfe  and  accurate  informa- 
MMjeRt4,  tion,  and  fparkling  with  genuine  wit.  The 
queftion  was  rejeded  by  adopting  the  order  of 
the  day. " 

The  conduft  of  miniftry  was  reprefented  to 
the  public  as  infidious  and  treacherous;  they 
were  accufed  of  giving  a  negative,  damning 
fupport  to  the  propofition,  while  by  indired 
means  they  concurred  in  its  failure.  Againft 
this  charge,  which  threatened  fatal  confe- 
quences  to  their  popularity,  Fox,  at  a  fubfe- 
quent  period,  took  great  pains  to  juftify  him- 
felf. He  profelTed  warm  unalterable  attach- 
ment to  reform,  but  fome  of  his  colleagues, 
particularly  Burke,  and  Thomas  Townlhendt 

»  i6t  to  i^i* 
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he  faM,  viewed  the  propofition  with  difguft  ghaP/ 
and  antipathy.     Such  nlen  ht  could  not  in*  ^3<i 
fliienqe  to  fpeak  or  vote  againft  their  opinions,     i7»i.' 
but  what  he  could  h6  did  ;  he  perfiiaded  them^ 
not  to  attend  the  difcuffioh.  * 

Sawbridge  renewed  his  annual  attempt  to  ij^M/lj* 
flibrten  the  duration  of  parliament;   but  his  ^rid«'8 
motion,  though  eloquently  fuftained  by  Mr.  annual 
Pitt,  was  rejected  by  a  large  majority/    Lord  ™«^on» 
Mahon  alfo  introduced  a  bill  for  P^ venting^  ^^'j^^ 
bribery  and  expences  at  eleftions,  the  regu*  hon'sbuil 
lations  of  which  were  fo  ftri6l,  as  eveA  to  pre- 
vent the  (Candidate  from  allowinjg  a  carriage  to' 
a  non-refiderit  vot^i\     Afr.  Pitt  ftipjiorted  the 
bill,  but  it  was  oppofed  by  Pox,  and'  the  fe- 
vered of  its  claufes  being  rejeft^d,  it  was  with-  aift  June. 
draMH. 

Thje  minifterial  undertaking  of  economical  istfaApr. 
rfeform    was  introduced  to  paiiiament^   by  a  ^?lU?"* 
meflage  from  the  king  to  each  honfi^  recom*  ^onwny? 
mending  the  confideration  oran  effedual  plan  King'* 
of  economy,  through  all  branches  of  the  pub-  vu&g^- 
lie  expenditure.     He  had  taken  into  confide- 
I'ation  a  form  and  regulation  in  his  ci\al  lift 
eftablifhment,    which  he  would  fpeedily  fub* 
mit  to  parliament  for  their  advice  and  affift- 
ance.     **  His  majefty,"  the  meflage  proceeded, 
"  has  no  rcferves  with  his  people,  on  whofe 
affeftions  he  refts  with  a  fure  reliance,  as  the 
beft  fupport  of  the  true  honour  and  dignity  of 
his  crown  and  government ;  and  as  they  have- 
hitherto  been  his  beft  refource  oil  every  emer- 
gency, fo  he  regards  them  as  the  moft  folid 
and  liable  fecurity  for  an  honourable  provifion 
for  his  perfon  and  family.'* 

»  Sec  Fox's  fpeech  at  the  annWcrfary  dinner,  (i»th  Goober  17S1.)' 
Kein«inbrancer,  Vol.  xif  •  p.  293. 
o  14.9  to  61, 
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An  addrefs  of  thanks  was  voted  with  unani- 
mous aflent ;  Burke,  in  moving  it,  congratu- 
lated the  houfe,  and  the  kingdom,  on  the  happy 
era  when  his  majefty,  freed  from  that  fecret  and 
injurious  council,  which  ftood  between  him 
and  his  people,  now  fpoke  to  them  in  the  pure 
and  rich  benevolence  of  his  own  heart.  The 
meflage  was  the  genuine  effufion  of  paternal 
caie  and  tendemefs;  it  was  what  good  fubje^ 
merited  from  a  good  king,  and  every  man 
would  rejoice  in  and  blefs  the  day,  when,  re- 
ftored  to  the  dignified  independence  of  his 
elevated  fituation,  the  fovereign  was  able  to 
participate  in  their  fufferings,  to  praife  and 
reward  their  fortitude.  It  was  the  bed  of 
meffages,  to  the  beft  of  people,  from  the  beft  of 
kings. 

Mr.  Powys  in  the  name  of  the  country 
gentlemen,  declared  his  warm  exultation  in  the 
meflage,  and  in  language  formed  on  Burke's 
model,  extolled  it  as  a  noble  and  gracious  in- 
fiance  of  royal  benevolence,  which  would  re- 
-  concile  the  people  to  their  burthens. 

Fox  too  fpoke  the  language  of  panegyric 
and  confidence.  "  His  majefty,"  he  faid, 
*'  came  with  almoft  un parallelled  grace  to  his 
parliament,  and  defired  to  participate  in  the 
exertions  and  fufferings  of  his  people,  by  the 
reduftion  of  his  own  peculiar  eftablifhments, 
choofing  and  wifliing  to  find  his  fupport  in  the 
hearts  of  his  fubjefts." 

But  however  confident  might  be  the  anti- 
cipation of  minifters,  the  bill  for  retrenching 
the  expences  of  the  honfeliold  no  longer  ap- 
peared before  the  public  with  all  the  captivat- 
ing allurements  \vhicli  had  been  lent  to  it, 
while  defigned  by  oppofition  for  the  embar- 
rafli'ment  of  government.      In  the  committee, 

Burke 
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]Burke  propofed  a  faving^of  feventy-two  thou-  CH ap* 
fand  three  hundred  and  fixty-eight  pounds  per  ^j^. 
annum ;  but  he  introduced  his  bill  tardily  and  i7fQ. 
filently  to  the  houfe.  On  the  fecond  reading,  J^J  J"*^ 
he  was  goaded  into  a  fpeech,  for  the  purpofe  ^^' 
of  defending  his  meafure  agaiuft  the  imptita* 
tions  it  incurred  by  varying  eflentially  from 
the  original  propofition,  when  the  public  were 
taught  to  expert  a  golden  harveft  from  eco- 
nomy, and  a  luxuriant  vegetation  of  liberty, 
from  the  prunings  of  influence.  He  had 
omitted  a  regulation  for  fupplying  the  royal 
houfehold  by  contraft,  he  laid,  oecaufe  the 
meafure  was  generally  unpopular.  The  regu- 
lations relative  to  Wales  were  abandoned,  be? 
caufe  they  did  not  appear  to  pleafe  the  people, 
who  were  taught  by  a  faftion  to  regard  them 
with  horror.  The  retrenchment  in.  the  ord- 
nance office  he  had  poftpoped,  if  not  totally 
renounced,  becaufe  that  department  was  filled 
by  a  nobleman,  whoffe  patnotifm  and  frugality 
would  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  reftraint.  The 
mint  was  not  yet  regulated,  becaufe  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  were  unwilling  to  afTume 
the  execution  of  its  duties.  The  offices  of 
treafurer  and  cofferer  of  the  houfehold  were 
fuffered  to  remain,  becaufe  their  pofleffors  car- 
ried white  wands,  and  their  abolition  ^ould 
appear  an  encroachment  on  the  (plendour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown.  The  duchies  of  I-an- 
cafter  and  Cornwall,  it  appeared  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  explanation,  were  left  unreformed,  be- 
caufe the  clamours  which  had  been  raifed  about 
Wales  might  extend  to  tl)em  alfo.  Thefe  rea- 
fons  appeared  fo  trifling,  that  even  colonel 
Barr^  and  Mr.  Powys  exprefled  themfelve^ 
^ot  intirely  fatisfied,  and  the  bill  pafled  dully 
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CHAP,  through  the   houfc,    barely   imoppofed,  but 
xLiiL    wholly  uncelebrated. 

^,^7^        The  retention  of  appointments  which  had 
been  formerly  defcanted  on  in  glowing  tenns, 
as  extremely  onerous  and  injurious  to  Uie  pub- 
lic, for  no  other  reafon  than  that  they  were 
held  by  the  duke  of  Richmond  and  lord  Aih- 
burton,  formed  a  fUg^a  on  the  favoupte  mea^ 
fure,  which  was  not  removed  by  Burke's  dif- 
intereiledneis  in  bringing  forward  a  bill  re- 
gulating his  own  office,  the  intent  of  which 
was,  to  prevent  enormous  balances  from  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  the  payipafier  of  the 
forces, 
sd  May.        Xhe  royal  ipeflage  refpe6Ung  economy  was 
^f^l^^^  fpeedily  followed   py  another,   requeuing   a 
lift  dii-       difcharge  of  arrears    of  civil  lift,    amount- 
chargcd.     jjjg  ^q  nciarly  two   hundred   and  ninety-fix 
thoufand  pounds;  the  houfe  voted  the  requifite 
'    fum,  and  the  fkvings  intended  to  be  made  by  the 
reform  bill  were  mortgaged  for  payment  of  the 
interefl.  Thismode  of  blending  the  two  tpanfac- 
3d  July,     tipns  was  vehemently  decried  iiv  the   upper 
houfe,  as  an  infringement  of  their  ftanding 
order  made  in  1702>  that  no  bill  of  regulation 
iliould  be  allowed  to  pafs  with  the  appendage 
of  a  claufe  for  granting   money.     The  lord 
chancellor  and  lord  Loughborough  fupported 
this  dodrine  with  great  ability,  but  the  houfe 
decided  in  contradidion  to  their  judgment.  ^ 
ajthjunc.       SoME  further  economical  regulations  wer^ 
KaxjooTt    promifed,  but  none  eifeded  durmg  the  feflion. 
motion.      The  attorney  general,    Mr.    Kenyon,    diftin- 
guiihed  himlelf  by  a  motion  for  colleding  into 
the  exchequer,  the  balances  in  the  hands  of 
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feveral  paymafters.  His  original  prdpofitions  chap. 
extended  to  charge  the  holders  of  thofe  balan-  xliii. 
ces  with  intereft  for  the  fums  in  hand ;  but  Fox,  ^TtsIT^ 
with  equal  ability  and  judgment,  obferved  that 
by  fo  doing,  government  would  place  its  officers 
in  the  fame  fituatioi^  with  the  guardians  of  a 
minor.  "  In  the  one  cafe,"  he  faid,  "  there  is  an 
obligation  to  make  the  money  fuperlucrate ; 
in  the  other  notfe.  To  claim  intereft  from  an 
accountant  would  juftify  him  in  placing  the 
money  out  at  intereft,  and  confequently  render 
the  public  liable  for  lofles."  A  motion  was 
made  for  bringing  in  a  bill  to  carry  into  efFeft 
fome  of  the  refolutions  moved  by  Mr*  Kenyon, 
which  was,  however,  after  a  debate  of  fome 
warmth,  rejeSied,  and  the  new  miniftry  left  in 
a  minority. '  •  Some  other  unimportant  eflays 
were  made  on  the  penfion  lift,  and  fome  inef- 
fe6tual  attempts  to  render  an  object  of  cenfiire 
a  penfion  of  a  thoufand  pounds  conferred  ou 
lord  Loughborough. 

While  the  miniftry  M^ere  thus  engaged  in  Efforts  at 
fulfilling  the  expeftations  they  had  railed  re-  H^^f  ^*' 
fpeding  domeftic  regulation,  they  purfued  with 
equal  ardour  the  great  obje6l  which  made  the 
nation  folicitous  for  their  attainment  of  power, 
the  reftoration  of  peace. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  March, 
with  Holland,  the  emprefs  of  Iluflia  off^ered,      i?*'* 
through  the  medium  of  M.  de  Simolin,  her  J/^*S. 
embalfador,   to  negotiate   a  renewal   of  the  tionwith 
ancient   intercourfe   between  the  two  coun-  ^o^^**^^ 
tries ;  and  prince  Gallitzin  prefented  to  the 
ftates  general  a  memorial  to  the  fame  efteft. 
The  ftates  of   Holland  and    Weft  Frielland 
alone  declared  their  acceptance  of  the  offer;     x 

1  l»7  to  ii6. 
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CHAP,  but  the  Britifii  court,  candidly  explaining  tli* 
XLin.  caufes  which  led  to  the  rupture,  particularly 
^■jPiJ^  the  afcendency  of  the  French  party  in  the 
Dutch  coiincils,  obferved,  that  during  the  war 
Vith  France,  and  ih  the  prefent  dilpofition  of 
the  i^epublic,  all  reconciliation  muft  be  merely 
fuperficial,  as  the  Dutch  would  continue  fecret 
auxiliaries  of  France,  under  the  mafk  of  a 
pretended  alliance  with  Gre.»t  Britain.  But 
ihould  any  indications  appear  of  a  change  in 
this  difpofition,  his  majefty  would  readily  treat 
for  a  feparate  peace,  under  the  fole  mediation 
of  the  emprefs,  who  had  been  the  firft  to  offer 
her  good  offices/ 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  negotia- 
tion was  renewed ;  the  Englilh  party  in  Hol- 
land gained  more  authority,  and  hopes  were 
entertained  of  triumphing  over  the  French  fac- 
tion,  who  ftrove  to  impede  the  treaty,  without 
openly  contravening  the  emprefs.    Their  firft 
meafure  was  to  procure  from  Sweden  an  offer 
to  co-operate  in  the  mediation,  which  the  Bri- 
itdi  Septs  tifli  cabinet  refufed,  alleging  their  former  pro- 
mife  to  the  emprefs.*     Although  the  ftates 
general  fhewed  more  favourable  difpofitions 
than  formerly  towards  Great  Britain,  it  was 
obvious,  that  if  France  obtained  many  of  their 
foreign  fettlements  by  conipa6b  or  recapture, 
and  an  apparent  naval  fuperiority,  no  feparate 
treaty  with  England  colild  take  place.     The 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  already  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of   France  ;    and  foon  afterwards  de 
Bouill6  reconquered  their  moft  important  Weft 
India  fettlements.     The  efcape  of  M.  de  G  ui- 
chen  from  Kempenfelt,  and  the  great  projefts 

>  Sec  Annual  kcgifter  1781.    Article,  State  Papers. 
*  Ibid. 
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tated  by  France  and  Spain  in  the  tranf-  chap. 
itic  world,  together  witn  the  hopelefs  ftate    XLiii. 
ihe  Britiih  arms  in  Europe,  the  capture  of  '"TtsT^ 
^morca,  and  blockade  of  Gibraltar,  ^ave  a 
\ifive  turn   to   the  politics  of  the  Hague. 

jeir  anfwer  to  the  offer  of  the  emprefs  pre-  March, 
^Juded  the  hope  of  peace;  and  an  article  in  the 
new  compa6ls  between  Holland  and  France 
prevented  either  from  making  a feparate  treaty. 

This  intelligence  had  not  reached  England 
when  the  great  change  was  made  in  the  cabi* 
net.     The  Rockingham  adminiftration  had  ex-  *oth. 
preffed  in  parliament,  with  the  utmoft  confi-   , 
dence,   the  intention  of  effefting  a  feparate 
reconciliation.     Their  endeavours  were  ftimu- 
lated  by  a  letter  from  prince  Galitzin  and  M. 
de  Marcow,  the  Ruffian  minifters  at  the  Hague,  . 
apprifing  them  of  the  prevailing  fyftem  of  the 
ftates  general,  and  urgmg  difpatch  in  impeding 
the  formation  of  perpetual  alliance  between  the 
courts  of  Verfaiiles  and  the  Hague. 

Mr.  Fox  affured  M.  deSlmolin  of  the  king's  a9*- 
cameftdefiretorenewthefriendfliip,fo  unhappily  ^**^"'"^ 
interrupted,  on  the  ancient  footing  of  the  treaty 
of  1674,  and  to  give  immediate  orders  for  an 
armiftice,and  requefted  the  mediation  and  good 
offices  of  the  emprefs.  The  Britifli  cabinet 
entertained  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and  di- 
refted  foreign  minifters  to  lofe  no  opportunity 
of  cultivating  a  good  underftanding  with  thofe 
of  Holland ;  but  the  republic  perfifted  in  the 
original  defign  of  fortifying  the  connexion 
wiUi  France,  and  rejefiled  the  propofed  inter- 
ference. 

As  the  pacific  intentions  of  the  new  miniftry  Apra, 
were  well   known,   the  imperial   embaffador,  ^f^t^ 
count  Belgioiolb,  again  proffered  the  good  of-  peror  to 
ficefi  of  his  court,  in  a  miffive,  ftyled  in  the  mediate, 

K  K  4  diplomatic 
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CHAP,  diplomatic  language,  une  infinuation  verbah, 
y^lib    *^  which  the  fecretary  of  ftate  returned  a  cor- 
1 7S2.     dial  and  complying  anfwer.    T^^  l^i^gy  he  faic), 
ssth  Apr.  jj J  j^Q^  ^j^  ^Q  prejudge  any  quefiion,  or  to 
exclude  any  party  from  the  negotiation ;  nei- 
ther the  dates  general,  nor  the  American  colo- 
nies ;  he  was  ardently  deiirous  of  peace,  and 
iarii>jed  that  it  fhould  be  fpeedy,  but  it  mud  be 
equitable. 

Austria  had,  however,  no  right  to  prefume 
that  Great  Britain  (hould  rely  withimplicit  con- 
fidence on  her  mediatory  efforts.  It  had  long 
been  apparent  to  the  Engliih  embaflador,  that 
prince  Kaunitz  entertained  towards  the  caufe 
of  Great  Britain  fentiments  nearly  approach- 
ing to  malevolence.  He  prediSed  her  failure 
in  the  conteft,  and  the  neceflity  of  ultimately 
making  large  conceffions;  and  when  fiatefmen 
publicly  indulge  in  fuch  prophecies,  they  will 
rather  contribute  to  the  event  by  their^own 
exertions,  than  fuffer  their  prefcience  to  fall 
into  difcredit.  Kaunitz  entered  into  the  armed 
confederacy  with  almoft  as  much  zeal  as  Cathe- 
rine herfelf,  and  was  preparing,  by  the  influence 
of  the  emperor,  to  make  Venice  adopt  the  fame 
meafure.  His  language  to  the  Euglifli  em- 
baflador  was  changed  from  extreme  kindnefs^ 
to  a  haughty,  harih,  morofe  tone;  and  on  every 
misfortune  which  attended  the  Britiih  arms, 
the  renewal  of  an  offer  to  mediate  was  accom- 
panied with  revilings  and  taunts  againft  the 
proud  national  fpirit,  which  had  fruftrated  for- 
mer efforts.  This  alteration  of  conduct  was 
the  more  offeniive,  a^  the  French  embaffador 
was  treated  with  proportionate  confidence, 
always  preferred  in  audiences,  and  oilentati- 
oufly  courted  with  peculiar  liomiige. 

9  Th» 
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TuK  emprefs  of  BufTia  was  alfo  to  be  in-   chap. 
clubded  in  the  mediatory  commiffion,  but  iht  v^_^?% 
had  from  the  beginning  of  the  M'ar,  deluded     178*.  > 
^Breat  Britain  with  falie  hopes,  and  her  con-:  -^"^ 
ftant  efforts  to  extend  the  fpnere  of  the  neutral  ^*^^* 
league,  and  her  eager  purfuit  of  perfonal  ag- 
grandizement, leading  her  to  an  intimate  con- 
nexion with  Auftria,  and    giving  her  a  bias 
towards  France,  made  it  impoflible  to  expeft 
from  her  partiality,  any  beneficial  refults.     The 
caufe  of  Great  Britain  feemed  degraded  to  the 
loweil  ftate ;  ill  fuccefs,  and  the  prevalent  opi- 
nion of  mifmana^ement,  rendered  the  efpoufal 
of  it  among  the  lelfifli  powers  of  the  continent 
almoft  difreputable,  and,  probably,  the  hope  of 
wringing  from  the  diftrcfled  fituation  or  the 
country,  conceflions  favourable  to  a  fyftem  of 
neutral  duplicity,  occafioned  the  eagemefs  of 
the  imperial  courts  to  affume  the  taik  of  me- 
diation. 

Under  thefe  difficult  and  critical  circum-  rthMky. 
ilances,  the  miniftry  a6led  with  magnanimity  ^*^J^ 
and  judgment.  In  conformity  with  the  an-  pLrL  ** 
fwers  returned  by  the  Bourbon  courts,  they 
empowered  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  the  em- 
balfador  at  Vienna,  to  commence  a  treaty  under 
the  aufpices  of  their  imperial  majei\ies.  But  as 
Mr.  Thomas  Grenville  was  already  difpatched, 
though  without' any  public  charafter,  to  open 
a  diredl  negotiation  with  M.  de  Vergennes,and 
Paris  was  intended  to  be  the  principal  fcene 
of  bufinefs,  Sir  Robert  was  inftru^Sled  not  to 
make,  or  even  much  encourage,  an  overture 
for  negotiation  at  Vienna;* though  he  was  not, 
by  receding  from  the  propofition,  to  difguft  the 
mediating  powers,  or  create  fufpicions  of  the 
fincerity  of  Great  Britain. 

The 
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^niT'  '^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  treaty  communicated  to  Mf* 
Grenville,  confifted  in  two  propofitiorts.  The 
independence  of  the  thirteen  American  colo- 
nies, and,  in  return,  a  complete  reftoration  of 
all  other  matters  to  the  ftate  in  which  they 
Were  placed  at  the  laft  peace.  If  thefe  tenns 
feemed  too  advantageous,  after  Great  Britain 
had  offered  to  concede  to  America  fo  much  of 
dominion,  that  hardly  a  claim  to  fovereignty 
was  left,  and  at  a  period  when  the  enemy  was  in 
pofleffion  of  almoft  all  the  iflands  in  the  Weft 

State  of     Indies,  it  fliould  be  recollefted,  that  the  Spanifh 

®P^*  tad  French  treafuries  were  in  the  moft  abjeft 
ftate  of  dillrefs.  Spain  was  reduced  to  a  de- 
pendence on  the  fubfcriptions  of  individuals, 
not  in  aid,  but  as  the  chief  fupport  of  govern- 
ment ;  her  South  American  colonies  were  torn 
by  rebellion,  and  if  England  had  afforded  only 
flight  fuccours  to  the  infurgents,  the  whole 
Spanifh  marine,  and  a  great  land  force,  would 
have  been  required  for  tneir  l^edudibn,     France 

France  j  too  was  beginning  to  aw^ke  from  the  dream  of 
financial  delufion,  and  to  difcover  thatNecker 
had  proceeded  in  the  war  without  the  impofition 
of  taxes,  by  borrowing  every  year,  in  addition 
to  the  current  fupplies,  the  intereft  of  previous- 
loans ;  a  fyftem  which  would  in  time  call  for 
fevere  impofitions,  or  general  bankniptcy.  The 
force  and  exertions  of  the  enemy  were  exag* 
gerated  by  boafts,  and  the  preparations  of  the 
late  miniftry  for  regaining  a  preponderance  of 
power  in  the  Charribbean  feas,  might  have  in- 
ipired  hopes  and  confidence  fufficient  to  await 
the  events  of  a  campaign,  the  expences  of  which 
-  were  already  incurred. 

Ergiaiid.  The  general  impatience  for  peace  in  Eng- 
land, was  founded  on  a  defpair  of  fuccefs  m 

the 
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tbe  prificipal  obied  of  the  war,  the  redu6:ion   chap. 
of  America,  ana  ^a  conviflioa  that  the  whole   ^^ 
force  of  the  nation  was  infufiicient  to  refill  the     «7«»* 
career  of  the  enemy  in  other  quarters.    Sac- 
cefs  would  have  ^iven  a  new  impulfe  to  popu-^ 
lar  energy,  and  f  ruftrated  the  long  labours  of 
analmoft  fuccefsful  oppofitionj  but  fortune  de- 
clared againft  lord  North,  and  the  hafty  com- 
bination of  heterogeneous  parties,  and  their 
vigorous  and  perfevering  affaults  on  the  cabinet^ 
impedied  every  meafure  for  preventing,  and 
'fauj9;ioned  the  propofition  for  conceding,  the 
independence  or  America. 

After  the  furrender  of  lord  Cornwallis,  Swteof 
the  attainment  of  this  objeft  by  force  ap-  ^"'"^^^ 
peared  no  more  certain  than  at  any  previous 
period.  The  refources  of  America  were  ex- 
naufted,  the  long  interruption  of  commerce 
produced  a  lamentable  want  of  all  neQeflaries, 
a  want  felt  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft 
claffes  throughout  the  colonies-  No  art  or 
coercion  could  give  circulation  to  the  paper 
currency ;  and  not  only  the  friends  of  Great 
Britain,  but  the  warmell  adherents  of  America, 
confidered  the  maintenance  of  the  army  for 
another  year,  and  ftill  more  the  eftablilhment 
of  independency,  as  utterly  impoffible,^  and 
hardly  defirable.*  Sir  Henry  Clinton  him- 
felf^  after  the  furrender  of  lord  Cornwallis, 
forwarded  an  affurance  to  adminiftration,  that 
with  a  reinforcement  of  ten  thoufand  men 
only,  he  would  be  refoonfible  for  the  conqueft 
of  America;"  but  before  this  offer  could  be 
made,  the  miniftiy,  who  alone  could  be  expefted 
to  give  it  efFe6l,  were  fhaken ;  a  new  fyftem 

^  See  intercepted  Letters  of  Silas  Deane,  Remembrancer,  toI. 
Mu  p.  71. 

*  From  private  information. 

was 
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CHAP,  irag  adidpted,  active  hoftilities  were  no  Wkote  lb 
^^   be  puifaed,  and  Sit  Henry  Clinton  being  allowed 
«7»»-     to  retire,  was  replaced  by  Sir  Guy  Carlcton. 

objcaioBt  The  lateft  ilruggle  of  the  defeated  adminif* 
tration  was  to  avert  from  the  country  the  dif- 
grace  of  ahafty  and  compulfory  conceffion  of 
American  independence;  to  this  tended  tJhfeir  de- 
fire  to  maintain  a  war  of  pofts,  and  their  over- 
tures for  a  coalition.  The  Rockingham  party 
had  long  declared,  and  confiftently  fupported 
the  juftice  and  inevitable  neceffity  of  granting 
independence;  but  lord Shelburne  had  been  no 
lefs  ftrenuous  in  aflerting  that  difgrace  and 
calamity  muft  enfue  to  Great  Britain  from  fuch 
a  conceffion.  He  had  even  made  an  explicit 
declaration  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  "  that  he 
would  never  enter  into  an  official  (Ituation  with 
any  man,  however  great  his  abilities,  who 
would  either  maintain  that  it  was  right  or  con- 
fident to  allow  the  independency  of  America;"^ 
and,  even  in  the  prefcnt  feffion  of  parliament, 
Mr.  Dunning,  his  confidential  friend  and  ad- 
vifer,  had  treated  the  propofition  as  alnioft 
amounting  to  high  treafon.  But  lord  Shel- 
burne had  either  receded  from  his  former  opi- 
nions, or  would  not  venture  to  encounter  fuch 
an  oppoiitionas  he  had  witnefTed  and  fupported 
againft  16rd  North. 

View  of         If  minifters  were  induced  to  concede,  even 

j^Weft  before  a  treaty,  the  independence  of  America, 
by  the  probability  that  the  fuperior  naval  power 
of  France  and  Spain  in  the  American  feas 
would  enfure  it,  an  event  which  had  been  judi- 
cioufly  prepared  by  the  late  miniftry,  and  which 
occurred  foon  after  they  were  driven  from  the 
helm,  fliewed  the  futility  of  fuch  an  expc6la- 
tion. 

^  See  Debates  In  the.  houfe  of  iordi,  /thDecember  1778  j  the  coo* 
clufion  of  lord  Shelburne's  fpeech. 

When 


IiKJicf. 


GEORGE    III.  509 

When  the  costqueft  of  all  the  Leeward  chap. 
iflands,  except  Barbadoes  and  Antigua,  left  the    ^^ 
French  no  further  objeds  of  attack  in  tliat     i7t« 
quarter,  they  projefted  a  joint  expedition  with  ff^^' 


Efforts  of 


ance* 


the  Spanip^rds  againil  the  important  colony  of 
Jamaica.  For  this  the  reinforcement  was  dif- 
pditched  under  de  Guichen,  which  Eempenfelt 
qad  failed  in  his  endeavour  to  intercept,  and 
anticipating  the  fuccefs  of  the  enemy  in  their 
illtimate  object,  oppofition  lavifhed  cenfures  on 
sidminiilration  for  permitting  Rodney  to  fail 
direAly  for  the  Weft  Indies  with  a  reinforce- 
ment of  twelve  fail  of  the  line,  when  he  fhould 
have  been  employed  conjointly  with  Kempen- 
felt,  in  preventing  the  arrival  of  fupplies  to  the 
enemy.  Minifters,  however,  wifely  iudged  that 
the  important  objeA  of  gaining  a  decided  pre* 
ponderance  in  the  Weft  Indies  oy  the  iun6Hon 
qf  Eodney  and  Hood  was  not  to  be  encfangered 
by  the  precarious  purfuit  of  inferior  advantage. 
Rodney  hpped  by  his  early  arrival  at  Barbadoes  s9ch  Feb. 
to  have  prevented  the  fall  of  St.  Chriftopher's  ;  ^^JJJ^** 
but  while  failing  for  the  relief  of  that  ifland, 
met  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  who  imparted  tlie  tidings 
of  its  furrender,  and  the  retreat  of  de  Graffe  to 
Martinique. 

After  long  watching  the  motions  of  the  Hi»  pur- 
French  fleet,  m  order  to  prevent  their  junftion  ^"*** 
with  the  Spaniards,  the  Britiih  admirals  fuc* 
ceeded  in  bringing  on  apartial  a&ion  ofFGuada-  9th  ApnU 
loupe;  but,fuch  was  the  ftate  of  the  wind,  that 
onlv  the  van  of  tlie  Britiih  fleet  was  engaged, 
ana  the  enemy  was  enabled  to  withdraw  his 
ihips,  and  baffle  all  endeavours  for  renewing  the 
conflift.    Two  of  the  French  Ihips,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  tranfient  encounter,  were  obliged 
to  ieek  ihelter  in  Guadaloupe,  and  after  a  vigor- 
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CHAP,  ous,  though  for  fomc  time  hopelefs  purfuit,  the 
^^'^'*    Britifh  commanders  had  the  good  fortune  to  per- 


ceive another  far  to  windward  of  the  main  force, 

repairing  her  damages.     On  this  (hip  they  bore 

down,  and  the  exertions  of  de  Graffe  for  her  pro- 

teftion  placed  the  two  fquadrons  in  a  fituation 

which  feemed  to  preclude  the  poflibility  of 

again  avoiding  the  conflift.   The  night,  which 

prevented  an  immediate  engagement,  was  paff- 

ed  in  anxious  preparation  on  either  fide,  and 

i«th.        at  half  pad  feven  in  the  morning,  the  aftion  was 

^vlaory  ^^^fiT""'    '^^^  t^'^  fleets  met  on  oppofite  tacks, 

ovtrde      uud  there  being  little  wind,  the  Britifhfhips 

Grafle.      ranged  flowly  along,  and  clofe  under  the  lee  of 

the  enemy's  line,  delivering  a  tremendous  fire, 

which  the  French  received,  and  returned  with 

the  utmoft  firmnefs.      At -noon  Sir  George 

Rodney,  in  the  Formidable,  having  pafied  the 

Ville  de  Paris,  the  count  de  Graffe's  Ihip,  and 

her  fecond,  fo  clofe  as  to  be  almoft  in  contafi;, 

and  having  made  a  vifible  impreffion  on  them, 

•by  a  quick  and  well  direfted  fire,  ftood  athwart 

the  enemv's  line,  between  thefecond  and  third 

fliips,  aftern  of  the  Ville  de  Paris,  followed  and 

Booly  fupported  by   the  Duke,  Namur,  and 

Canada ;  the  reft  of  his  divifion  coming  up  in 

fucceflion.     The  Formidable  wore  round ;  and 

a  fignal  being  made  for  the  van  divifion  under 

admiral  Drake  to  tack,  the  Britiih  fleet  thus 

gained  the  wind,  and  ftood  upon  the  fame  tack 

with  the  enemy.     By  this  bold  manoeuvre  the 

French  line  was  broken,  feparatcd,  and  throAvoi 

into  confufion :  it  <leci(led  the  fate  of  the  day, 

although  it  did  not  end  the  confli6^.     The  rear 

of  the  Britifli  fleet  being  becalmed,  did  not  for 

fome  time  get  into   action,  and  ^t  l^ift  was 

favourer) 
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filvoured  only  by  a  (light  breeze.  The  French  chap. 
fliips  beinj  crouded  with  men,  the  caraage  was  ^J:;J^ 
prodigious:  ftill,  however,  they  fought  with  17**, 
obftinate  bravery.  Count  de  Graffe  with  his 
own,  and  the  other  ihips  in  the  centre,  with- 
flood  till  evening  all  tne  efforts  of  the  various 
ihips  that  attacked  him.  At  length  captain 
Cornwallis  of  the  Canada,  a  feventy-four  gun 
ihip,  having  compelled  the  Hedor  of  equal 
force  to  ftrike,  left  her  to  be  taken  pofleffion  of 
by  a  frigate ;  and  affailed  the  Ville  de  Paris, 
which  in  two  hours  he  reduced  almoft  to  a 
wreck.  Still  de  Graffe  refufed  to  furrender,  till 
towards  funfet,  Sir  Samuel  Hood  in  the  Barfleur, 
who  had  hitherto  been  becalmed,  arriving, 
and  pouring  in  a  defirudive  fire,  the  French 
admiral  in  ten  minutes  yielded,  after  con-^ 
tinning  his  exertions  till  only  three  men  were 
Idfk  unhurt  on  the  upper  deck,  of  whom  himfelf 
was  one.  Befides  the  Ville  de  Paris,  the  Heftor, 
Ca^far,  apdGlorieux  of  feventy-four  guns,  and 
Ardent  of  fixtyrfour,  werp  taken,  J^nd  the  Diadem, 
another  feventy-four,  wa*  funk  by  a  fingle  broad- 
fide  from  the  Formidable.  Night  terminated 
the  ens^agement,  when  the  Britifti  admiral  col« 
led;ed  his  fleet,  and  took  meafures  for  fecuring 
the  prizes.  Unfortunately  the  Caefar  blew  up 
in  the  night,  owing  to  the  licentious  condu& 
of  the  French  feamen ;  and  a  lieutenant  and 
fifty  Bfitifli  failors,  with  about  four  hundred 
prifoners,  periihed,  The  Ville  de  Paris  was 
freighted  with  thirty-fix  chefts  of  money,  def- 
tined  for  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  the  troops  in 
the  defigned  attack  on  Jamaica ;  and  it  feems 
to  have  been  fingularly  providential,  that  the 
whole  train  of  artillery,  with  the  battering  can- 
ppn  ai^id  travelling  carriages  meant  for  that 

.  expedition, 
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CHAP,  rcpedition,  were  an  hoBxd  the  captured  vtC* 

^^^JtT'  Thb  Ids  of  men  fuftained  by  the  Britifli 
fleet,  in  the  anions  of  the  ninth  and  twelfth  of 
April)  amounted  only  to  two  hundred  and  thir* 
ty-feven  killed^  and  feven  hundred  and  fixty 
woundied ;  while  that  of  the  French  was  com- 
puted at  three  thoufand  flain,  and  more  than 
fix  thoufaiid  ^^unded.  The  French  fhips  that 
efcaped,  were  almofl  reduced  to  wrecks.  The 
Britifli  line  confided  of  thirty-fix,  and  th« 
French  line  of  thirty-two  fliips  :  but  fix  veffels 
of  Hood's  divifion,  from  the  fcantinefs  of  the 
wind)  never  could  be  brought  into  the  general 
aifiion. 

Four  of  the  fliips  which  efcaped  took  re- 
fuge in  the  Dutch  ifland  of  Curafoa;  but 
the  remainder  under  Bougainville  and  Vau- 
dreuil  fteered  for  Cape  Francois.     Sir  Samuel 

19th April.  Hood  afterwards  captured  the  J\ifon  and  the 
Caton  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  two  frigates, 
in  the  Mona  paifage,  between  Hifpaniola  and 
Porto  Rico.  Rodney  after  an  unfuccefsfiil 
fearch  for  the  fugitive  enemy,  repaiitd'to  Ja- 
maica, where  he  was  hailed  with  the  exulta- 
tion and  gratitude  due  to  a  deliverer. 

Hisrecal.  INTELLIGENCE  of  this  important  viftory 
was  received  in  England,  with  the  utmoft  tranf- 
port,  and  diminillied  the  popularity  of  the  new 
adminiilration.  The  public  recoUeded  with  in- 
digna^tion  their  late  inveftives  againfl  the  fkill 
and  courage  of  Rodney,  and  heard  with  deep 
diflatisfa^tion,  that  an  order  was  already  iflued 

»  The  VUIe  de  Paris  was  the  lai^geft  (hip  in  the  French  king's 
fervice  :  (he  was  a-  prcfent  from  the  city  of  Paris  to  Louis  XV  |  and  no 
ocpence  was  fpared  to  render  the  ^ift  worthy  both  of  the  city  and  the 
monarch.  Her  buildin?  and  fitting  for  iea  are  faid  to  bavr  adt  t 
hundred  axui  icf  enty-Hx  thou&Rd  pounds  fterlin^. 

for 
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for  fuperfeding  him,  and  placing  in  his  ftead  chap. 
admiral  Pigott.  xliii. 

Lord  Keppel  moved  in  the  houfeof  lords.  ^"TtSi?' 
three  refolutions,  thanking  the  commander  in  X7th  May. 
cjiief,  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  admiral  Drake,  com-  ^^^^l^l 
modore  Affleck,  Sir  Charles  Douglas,  and  the  honours, 
other  officers  and  commanders  of  the  fleet; 
and  approving  the   condufil  of  the    feamen, 
marines,   and  troops.      An   altercation  arofe, 
not  from  oppolition   to  the  motion,    for  in 
that  all  concurred,  but  from  the  eager  defire  of 
the  late  adminiftration,  to  extort  from  their 
fucceffors  higher  encomiums  and  greater  ho- 
nours than  they  were  willing  to  beftow.     Rod- 
ney's viftory  was  extolled  above  that  of  lord 
Hawke ;  the  report  of  an  intended  peerage  was 
conlidered  not  fufficiently  explicit,  his  fervices 
would  be  inadequately  rewarded  with  a  rank- 
inferior  to  that  of  vifcount  or  earl,  and  the 
miniftry  were  reproached  for  his  intended  recal. 
On  each  of  thefe  points  many  fliarp  retorts 
were  ufed  on  both  fides ;  and  lord  Keppel  evad- 
ed an  avowal  of  the  intention  to  remove  the 
popular  commander,  by  ftating  that  no  evidence 
of  the  fa6l  exifted,  it  was  a  vague  report,  and 
therefore  improperly  introduced  in  debate; 

In  thehoirfe  of  commons,  Fox  moved  thanks  i»d. 
to  Rodney  alone,  but,  on  the  fuggeftion  of  lord 
North,  added  the  flaff-officers,  acknowledging, 
with  frank  politeneft,  his  obligation  to  the  ex- 
minifter  for  the  correction,  and  for  his  modera- 
tion in  leaving  the  amendment  to  the  fervants 
of  the  crown.  In  anfwer  to  a  queftion  from 
Mr.  RoUe,  he  avowed,  without  hefitation  or 
circumlocution,  that  Rodney  was  fuperfeded. 
Mr.  RoUe  founded  on  this  avowal  two  motions,  jotiu 
affirming  and  cenfuring  the  change  of  the  com- 
manders.    Fox  faid;  the  refolution  to  recal  the 

VOL.  III.  L  i  admiral 
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CHAP,  admiral  had  been  adopted  before  the  intelli- 
^^^l^  gence  of  the  late  glorious  viAory  arrived  ;  his 
i7«».  conduft  at  St.  Euftatia  had  excited  prejudices, 
and  made  the  planters  his  enemies,  but  his 
newly  acquired  glory  was  fufTicient  to  balance, 
his  former  demerits,  and  he  was  willing  to  bury 
in  oblivion  all  inquiries,  unlefs  provoked  by 
the  intemperate  zeal  of  the  admiral's  friends. 
Burke  adopted  the  fame  fentimcnts,  obferving, 
that  if  there  was  a  bald  fpot  on  the  head  of 
Rodney,  he  had  no  objection  to  cover  it  with 
laurels.  Thefe  applaufes  mixed  with  threats, 
occafioned  fevere  animadvei^ions  in  the  houfe, 
and  were  waimly  refentcd  by  the  public.  Mn 
RoUe's  firft  motion  was,  however,  evaded  by 
the  previous  queftion,an(l  his  fccond  withdrawn. 
»3d  May.  A  monument  was  voted  in  commemoration  of 
captains  Bayne,  Blair,  and  lord  Robert  Man- 
ners, who  were  flain  in  the  late  anions.  Sir 
George  Rodney  obtained  a  penfion,  and  was 
created  a  baron  of  CJreat  Britain ;  Sir  Sa- 
muel Hood  received  the  fame  rank  in  the  Irilh 
peerage,  and  admiral  Drake  and  commodore 
Affleck  w-ere  made  baronets. 
May.  Meanwhile    tlie    negotiation    for   peace 

gi^ftofne-  proceeded  with  difcouraging  tardinefs.  The 
gotiation.  French  availed  themfel  ves  of  thefranknefsof  the 
Britifli  adminiftration  to  injure  their  charadcrs. 
Prince  Kaunitz  fpolce  with  naughty  indignation 
of  the  contempt  ihewn  to  the  mediating  powers 
by  commencing  a  diredt  negotiation ;  derided 
the  Britifh  cabinet  for  begging  peace  at  every 
door;  refufed  to  admit  that  France  was  equally 
blameable  for  accepting  as  England  for  mak- 
ing fuch  overtures,  and  exprefled  no  fatisfa6lion 
at  the  late  glorious  vi6lory. 
4th  June.  If  jealoufy  of  the  naval  power  of  Great  Bri- 
tain occafioned  this  indifference,  the  miniftry 

employed 
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employed  the  nioft  eflfeAual  means  to  remove  it,   chap. 
by  a  prompt  declaration  that  the  event  made    ^]!i^ 
no  alteration  in  their  defire  for  peace,  or  in  the      i?^*^ 
terms  propofed  as  a  bafis.     Prance  however,  ftill 
placing  fanguine  reliance  on   exertions  they 
had  prepared  to  make  in  the  Eaft  Indies  and 
before  Gibraltar,  fought  to  protraft  the  treaty 
by  artifice,  without  precluding  themfelves  from 
the  means  of  advancing  in  it,  fliould  their 
hopes  be  fruftrated.     M.  deVcrgennes  remitted,  2,11  june. 
through  Mr.  Grenville,  a  paper  approving  the 
peace  of  Paris  as  the  bafis  of  negotiation,  but 
propofing  fo  many  and  fuch  vague  exceptions, 
relative  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  that  al- 
moft  every  trace  of  that  treaty  was  obliterated.  ^ 

BEFOREdefinitivc  meafures  could  be  adopted,  Death  of 
an  event  happened  which  occafioned  a  new  re-  **>«  roar- 
volution   in  the   Britifh  cabinet.     The  mar-  SiJ^cking- 
quis  of  Rockingham  had  long  been  in  a  declin-  *>am. 
in^  ftate  of  health.     The  debate  on  the  bill  for  jd  June, 
ditqualifying  revenue  officers  was  the  laft  in 
which  he  bore  a  part,   and  he  tlien  declared 
that  a  prevalent  diforder*  affefted  him  fo  feve- 
rely,  that  he  was  fometimes  not  in  poffeffion  of 
himfelf.     In  lefs  than  a  month  afterwards  he  xft  July, 
expired,  and  the  appointment  of  lord  Shelburne 
to  be  his  fucceflbr  as  firft  lord  of  the  treafury, 
ferved  as  the  fignal  (for  it  was  denied  to  be  the 
caufe,)'  for  the  refignation  of  feveral  confpi- 
'  cuous  members  of  the  Rockingham  party.    The  changes 
following  changes  were  confequently  made  in  in  the 
the  muiifl:ry  :   lord  Grantham  and  Mr.  Tho-  "»roiftrjr. 
mas  Townfliend  were  appointed  fecretaries  of 

y  For  all  the  particulars  relative  to  this  negotiation,  I  have  con* 
fuhed  the  olBcial  correfpondence. 

»  It  acquired  the  name  of  influenza. 

*  See  Debates  in  the  houfcs  of  lords  and  commons,  9th,  loth,  and 
lith  July, and  5th  December,  1782. 

L  L  2  ftate, 
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CHAP,  ftatc,  inilead  of  lord  Shelburne  and  Mr.  Fox; 
^^^"^  the  honourable  William  Pitt,  chancellor  of  the 
jygg.  exchequer,  refigned  by  lord  John  Cavendifli ; 
Richard  Jackfon  and  Edward  James  Elliot,  and 
the  honourable  John  JefFeries  Pratt,  and  John 
Aubrey,  efquires,  obtained  feats  at  the  treafury 
and  admiralty  boards,  vacated  by  lord  Al- 
thorpe  and  Mr.  Frederick  Montagu,  and  lord 
Dungaunon  and  Mr.  John  Townfhend  ;  colo- 
nel  Barr6  was  appointed  paymafter  of  the  forces, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Dundas 
received' colonel  Barry's  fituation  of  treafurer 
of  the  navy.  Sir  George  Yonge  became  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  by  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Townihend ;  earl  Temple,  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  by  the  refignation  of  the  duke  of  Port- 
land; and  the  honourable  William  Wyndham 
Grenville,  fecretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  an 
office  which  had  been  held  under  the  duke  of 
Portland  by  colonel  FitzpatricJc. 

Thus  a  few  months  of  profperity  diflblved 
in  anger  and  mutual  animofity,  that  formidable 
phalanx,  M'hich  by  ftrenuous  pailiamentary  ex- 
,    ertion  had  fhaken  the  foundation  of  govern- 
ment, rendered  every  exercife  of  royal  preroga- 
tive odious  and  dangerous,  made  the  caufe  of 
infurredion  popular,  and  taken  the  cabinet  by 
ftorm, 
nth  July.       This  change  made  for  the  prefent  no  altera- 
tiono?^* .  tiou  in  the  condudof  aflFairs,  for  in  a  few  days 
liamcnu  '  the  feffion  of  parliament  was  clofed  by  pro- 
rogation. 
King'8  Th  e  king  declared, in  his  fpcech,  that'nothing 

^^^  could  be  more  repugnant  to  his  feelings  than 
the  long  continuance  of  fo  complicated  a  war, 
but  fhould  the  want  of  a  correfpondiug  difpo- 
fition  in  the  enemy,  difappoint  his  hopes  of 
teraiinating  that  calamity,  he  Jliould  ftill  rely 
'^  on 
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on  the  fpirit,  affediou,  and  unanimity  of  his   chap. 
parliament  and. people,  to  fupport  the  honour  of    xuiu 
his  crown  and  interefts  of  the  nation.     '^  The  ^%^ 
moft  triumphant  career  of  viftory,"   he  faid, 
"  would  not  excite  me  to  aim  at  more  than 
fair  and  reafonable  terms  of  pacification^  and  I 
have  the  fatisfa6iion  to  add,  I  fee  no  reafon  which 
ilu^uld  induce  me  to  think  of  accepting  le&." 
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CHAP, 

XLIV. 

J781. 
Tranlac- 
tiuns  in 
America. 


'-pHE  continent  of  America  no  longer  prcr 
•*"  fentcd  its  accuUomed  portion  of  military 
interell :  the  blaze  of  war  which  was  firft  kin-r 
died,  alfo  firft  lauguiflicd  in  the  colonies ;  the 
furrendcr  of  lord  Cornwallis  having  in  effeft 
concluded  the  martial  conteft.  Soon  after  the 
aftion  at  Eutaws,  colonel  Stewart  retreated  to 

the 
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the  neighbourhood  of  Charleftown,  and  colonel  chap. 
Leflie,  who  was  afterwards  appointed  to  com-     XLiv. 
mand  in  that  diftrid,  retired  within  tlie  walls   ^sTT* 
of  the  capital.     Slight  excurfions  and  trivial 
encounters  alone  marked  the  exiftence  of  hof- 
tility  ;  the  Britiih  troops  were  withdrawn  from 
all  their  late  extended  poflTeffions  in  the  foiithern    , 
provinces,  except  Charleftown,  Savannah,  and 
a  few  dependent  pofts ;  while  the'  enemy,  re- 
aiTembling  tlieir  legiflature  at  Jackfonburgh,  nth  Jan. 
diftant  only  thirty-five  miles  from  the  capital  |^^  ^^ 
of  South  Carolina,  infulted  the  Britifh  govern-  ,7^^.  * 
ment,  and  iffued  edi&s  of  regulation,  reward, 
and  credit,  and  decrees  of  confifcation  againll 
all  friends  of  the  royal  caufe.  * 

The  loyalifts  at  New  York  being  filled  with 
alarm  and  indignation  at  the  tenth  article  of 
the  capitulation  of  York  town  ;  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton attempted  to  tranquillize  them  by  circular 
orders  to  the  different  pofts  of  the  army,  dire6l:- 
ing  that  the  fame  attention  fiiouid  in  all  cafes 
be  paid  to  the  interefts  and  fecurity  of  Ame- 
rican loyalifts,  as  to  thofe  of  the  king's  troops, 
and  that  no  diftinftion  or  difcrimination  fliould 
prevail.  This  judicious  order,  which  was  fub- 
fequently  confirmed  by  the  king,  produced  in 
a  great  meafure  the  defired  efFeft. 

But  when  the  departure  of  de  Grafle*s  fleet  Morder  of 
for  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  exertions  of  ^"^"^^^^ 
Clinton,  had  quieted  all  alarms,  the  inveteracy 
between  loyalifts  and  republicans  produced  new 
contentions,  and  threatened  a  mode  of  venge- 
ful hoftility  more  dreadful  than  any  which  had 
yet  been  purfued.  The  Americans  had  always 
aftefted  to  confider  the  loyalifts  taken  in  arms 
as  traitors,  amenable  to  their  civil  adminiftra- 

^  See  Remembrancer,  VoLxiv.  p.  137.  240% 

h  L  4  tion. 
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CriAP.  tion.  Threats  had  fometimes  reftrained  the 
J^J^jy*  excefs  of  violence,  but  the  Americans  frc- 
i78».  quently  refufed  quarter  to  loyal ifts,  and  often 
maintained  prifoners  of  that  defcription  in  a 
different  (late  of  confinement  from  other  mili- 
tary captives,  loading  them  with  injuries,  de- 
priving them  of  neceffaries,  ajid  endangering 
their  lives  by  inhumanity.  ** 

A  Board  of  direftors  of  affociated  loyalifis, 
under  the  prefidency  of  governor  Franklin,  had 
been  long  eftabli/hed  at  New  York,  invefted 
with  adminiftrative  powers,  the  right  of  no- 
minating officers,  and  iffuing  regulations  for 
their  guidance  and  government,  fubjeft  to 
the  ratification  of  the  commander  in  chief. 
They  had  a  prilbn  for  captives  brought  in 
by  their  parties,  and  the  power  of  excliange 
or  releafe,  but  with  the  exprefs  condition  of 
not  killing  or  mai-treating  their  prifoners  un- 
der pretext  of  retaliation. 

After  the  capitulation  of  lord  Cornwallis, 
many  loyalifts  urged  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to 
threaten  vengeance  for  injuries  inflided  on  thoft 
who  had  joined  the  royal  ftandard.  The  pru- 
dent commander,  however,  declined  ilfuing  a 
proclamation,  the  menaces  of  which  he  was 
not  authorized  to  fulfil,  and  was  deterred,  by 
the  advice  of  the  principal  refugees,  from  efta- 
bliihing  the  civil  government^  which  would 
have  permitted  the  trial  of  captive  continentals 
as  rebels.  But  while  he  was  engaged  in  pro- 
jefts  of  defence,  and  while  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed by  him  and  general  Walhington,  were 
negotiating  for  an  exchange  of  prifoners, 
Jolhua  Huddy,    a  captain  in  the  fervice  of 

^  See  letter  from  the  board  of  loyalifts  to  Sir  Henry  CHntoiiy  dated 
New  York,  ^jth  Aj)nl,  17821  in  the  Remembrancer^  Vol. »?, 
p.  i{7. 

congref^ 
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congrefs,   was  taken  by  a  party  of  loyalffts,  chAp. 
delivered   with   two  others  to  captain   Lip-     XUT. 
pencott,  one  of  their  body,  for  the  oftenfible     tj%z. 
purpofeof  being  exchaneed>  conduced  into 
the  Jerfeys  by  virtue  of  an  order  from  the 
board  of  loyalifts  at  New  York,  and  there  hung 
on  a  tree,  with  a  label  denoting,  that  his  fate 
was  a  retaliation  for  one  White,  an  afibciator. 

Clinton,  highly  refenting  this  audacious 
outrage  on  humanity,  and  infult  on  himfelf 
as  commander,  arrefted  Lippencott,  and  with 
the  concurrence  of  a  council  of  war,  order- 
ed him  to  be  tried  for  murder.  The  tranf- 
af^ion  feemed  to  indicate 'a  refolution  in  the 
loyalifts  to  force  meafures  of  revenge,  w^hich 
he  had  refufed  to  fanftion,  and  he  anticipated 
the  infults  to  which  he  Ihould  be  expofed  from 
the  refentment  of  the  American  general,  and 
the  danger  of  his  commiffioners,  who  were  in 
the  power  of  the  enemy.  Clinton  foon  received  •'*  ^^ 
from  Wafliington  an  intemperate  letter,  de- 
manding the  delivery  to  him  of  Lippencott, 
or  fo  many  additional  officers,  as,  in  exchange, 
would  be  equivalent  to  Huddy,  and  threaten- 
ing that  in  cafe  of  failure,  he  would  refort  to 
meafures  of  retaliation.  Clinton  exprefled  fur-  *s^ 
prife  and  difpleafure  at  this  improper  language; 
he  had  taken  due  meafures  for  bringing  the 
delinquents  to  juftice;  but  would  not  confent 
to  adopt  and  extend  barbarity,  by  facrificing 
innocence,  under  the  notion  of  preventing 
guilt.  If  violations  of  humanity  could  be  jul- 
tified  by  example,  thofe  committed  by  Walhr 
ington's  party  exceeded  and  probably  gave  rife 
to  that  in  queftion.  The  board  of  loyalifts,  nAApriL 
corroborating  this  alfertion,  ftatedcircumftances 
relating  to  the  execution  of  Huddy,  in  which, 
though  Lippencott  had  exceeded  his  authority, 

and 
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CHAP,  and  their  orders,  he  had  merely  adopted  the 

J^f^][^   precedent  iliewii  by  the  Americans  in  the  cafe 

17S1.     of  White.    They  alfo  recited  many  iuAances 

in  which  cruelties  towards    the  loyalifls  had 

only  been  reftrained  by  retaliation. 

Washington,  however,  was  not  deterred 
from  feizing  as  deferters  WeflVs.  Hatneld  and 
Badgeley,  though  protefted  by  a  flag  of  truce. 
To  an  application  for  their  liberation,  he  an- 
fwered  that  deferters,  or  charafters  whom  crime 
rendered  amenable  to  the  civil  laM's,  could  not 
fdi Mj.  be  protected,  even  under  a  flag.  He  announced 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  defignated  a 
Britifli  oiiicer  as  an  objed  of  retaliation  for 
Huddy,  and  tliat  the  time  and  place  of  his 
execution  were  fixed. ^ 
Kmiof  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  fpared  the  pain 
J^^jj^  of  witnefliing  the  progrefs  of  this  tranfaftion, 
by  his  recal,  which  was  folicited  by  his  friends^ 
and,  after  repeated  refufals,  at  length  granted. 
His  whole  command  had  been  a  lucceffion  of 
difappointments  and  mortifications;  his  pro- 
jeds  were  countenanced,  yet  unfupported,  and 
his  fupplies  withheld,  or  Sparingly  and  tardily 
fent.  He  fufiained  no  inconfiderable  fliare  of 
the  rancour  of  party,  and  was  undefended, 
even  by  thofc  who  from  principle  ought  to  have 
been  his  fupportcrs.  Yet  he  was  above  the 
weaknefs  of  throwing  himfelf  into  the  arms  of 
fadtion  for  the  elugidation  of  mifreprefented 
farts.  He  received  from  the  king,  both  through 
his  minifters  and  in  the  clofet,  the  fuUeft  ap- 
probation of  his  conduft  and  plans,  and  this 
lati&factory  tcftimonial  was  the  only  reward  of 
an  arduous  and  fevere  ftruggle. 

.<  See  Remembrancer,  Vol.  xiv.  p«  155,  et  feq. 

Sir 
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Sir  Guy  Carleton,  the  fucceffor  of  Clin-   chap. 
ton,    accompanied  the  official  intelliMnce  of   32^J^, 
his  arrival  with  the  pacific  vote  of  the  houfe  7th  May: 
of  commons,  adding  a  declaration  of  his  in-  S«o?the 
tentions  to  alleviate  as  much  as  poffible  the  arrival  of 
horrors  of  war,  and  requefting  a  paffport^  for  qI^^ 
his  aid  de  camp  to  communicate  with  congrefs  ^  j^  ' 
at  Philadelphia.     The^  anfwer  of,  Wafliington  178*. 
was  ftern  and  even  favage;  on  the  affair  of 
Huddy,   he  had   already  expreffed  his   fixed 
refolutiouj  formed  on  the  moll  mature  delibe- 
ration, and  from  which  he  would  not  recede. 
He  refufed  the  paffport,  and  limited  admiflion 
of  flags  of  trace  to  one  fingle  fpot.     His  con- 
du6l  was  approved  by  congrefs,  *  and  that  body,  ,^4  M^y; 
and  feveral  provincial  legiflatures,  as  if  appre- 
heniive  of  a  fchifm  on  the  fubjeft  of  peace, 
renewed  or  adopted  refolutions  againft  entering 
into  a  feparate  treaty  with  Great  Britain/    Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  however,  laboured  to  procure 
a  ceiTation  of  hoftilities,  and  an  exchange  of 
prifoners,  even  on  terms  advantageous  to  the 
enemy,  and  when  he  was  empowered  to  ftate  sdAog. 
the    commencement    of   a  negotiation   with 
France,  his  applications  ceafed  to  be  intirely 
unfuccefsful. 

But  in  the  meati  time,  a  more  unfatisfaftory  Difcuffimit 
fubjeft  of  negotiation  claimed  his  attention.  «fp«^«g 
The  Britifh  officer  feleded  by  Wafhington  as  ^40^ 
an  expiatory  viftim  for  Jofhua  Huddy,  was 
captain  Afgill,  fon  of  Sir  Charles  Afgill,  a  pri- 
ibner  under   the  capitulation  of  York  town, 
and  only  in  his  nineteenth  year.     Againft  the 
barbarous  refolution  of  Waihington,  all  inter- 
ceffion  and  argument  were  unavailing.  Captain 

«  See  RemembraQcer>  Vol  sir.  p.  144. 
f  Idem.  p.  Z4.3.  i%%0 

AfgiU 
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CHAP.  Afgill  was  however  refcued  from  the  ignomi- 
^^^^^   nious  fate  of  Andr6,  by  the  interceiBon  of  the 
,,Sz.     queen  of  France,  influenced  by  the  pathetic 
x)th  Nov.  fupplications  of  the  captive's  mother.     Wafli- 
ington,  in  obeying  the  order  of  congrefs  to 
liberate  the  prifoiier,  arrogated  to  himfelf  the 
honours  of  humanity,  declaring,  that  in  what- 
ever light  his  agency  might  be  viewed,  he  was 
never  influenced  by  fanguinary  motives,  but 
was  now  happy  in  fparing  the  effufion  of  inno- 
cent blood.* 
Proceed-         After  the  great  viAoryof  the  twelfth  of 
ing«  in  the  Appji^  the  war  was  not  vigoroufly  profecuted 
4Jiet.  "'    in  the  Weft  Indies.     Don  Juan  Manuel  de 
6th  May,    Cagigal,  governor  of  Cuba,  with  three  frigates 
Th^B*h     ^^^   ^ix^y  ^^il  ^^  tranfports,   conveying  two 
mitt^ra.  thoufand   Ave  hundred   troops,  and  as  many 
feamen,  fell  fuddenly  on  the  Bahama  iflands^ 
where  lieutenant-colonel  Maxwell,  the  gover- 
nor,  had  only  a  garrifon  of  a  hundred  and 
«tb.   ,       feventy  invalids.    The  conqueft  was  achieved 
Avithout  blood flied,    and  the  captor   granted 
liberal  terms  of  capitulation. 
31(1  May.       A  SQUADRON  alfo  failed  from  Cape  Fran^ots^ 
Pcftruc-     confiding  of  a  feventy-four,  and  two  frigates 
tJcmcnts!'  of  thirty-fix  guns,  under  the  command  of  the 
>th,  iithi   fii^^c  celebrated  la  Peroufe,  which  after  encoun* 
lift.  tering  great  diflficulties,  and  working  a  perilous 

paffage  through  the  ice,  deftroyed  fome  de- 
fencelefs  fettlements  on  Hudfon's,  Hayes's,  and 
K^lfon's  rivers. 
j„iy^  The  Engli(h  captured  fome  forts  on  the 

Captures  Mufquito  fliore  from  the  Spaniards,  and  took 
FTnL^iffti.  ^^^^  ^^^  Dutch,  Acra,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
»5ihApr.  with  four  Other  forts. 

f  See  letters  on  the  fubje^iin  tho  Annual  Kegifteir,  lyls.—Ap* 
pendix  to  the  Chronicle. 

From 
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f^aoM  thefe  jninutc  events  our  attention  is   chap, 
called  to  the  progrefs  of  the  war  in  India,  a     M-i^- 
fubjeft  hitherto  not  narrated,   as  too  remote      1775. 
from  the  general  fcene  of  military  operations  Warm 
to  involve   in    its    events  any  conlequences    ^*****' 
materially  decifive  of  the  grand  conteft.  When  Capture  of 
the  delivery  of  the  refcript  by  the  French  em-  J***»c*»^«- 
baflador,  and  the  evident  determination  of  the 
court  of  France  to  aflift  the  revolted  colonies, 
rendered   hoftilities    certain,    the  Eall  India 
company  prudently  procured  the  fafety  of  their 
own   fettlements  by  attacking  thofe    of  the 
enemy.     The  faftories  of  Chandernagorc,  Ya-  July. 
nam,  Carical,  and  Mafulipatam,  with  feveral 
Aips  in  the   Ganges,    and   on  the   coaft  of 
Coromandel,  were  taken  in  the  beginning  of 
the  conteft;  and  ten  thoufand  five  hundred 
troops,of  whomfifteen'hundred  were  Europeans, 
were  detached  from  Madras,  under  the  com-  Auguft. 
mand  of    the  brave  and  experienced   major  |"^.**^ 
Hedor  Monro,  to  form  the  fiege  of  Pondi-  chtnj. 
cherry. 

While  the  operations  were  (lowly  proceed-  Aftionbe- 
ing  by  land,  a  fea  force,   under  Sir  Edward  S^anrf'* 
Vernon,  effefted  the  blockade  by  fea,  after  a  Tronjoiiy. 
flight  and  indecifive  engagement  with  M.  de  loA  Aug, 
Tronjoiiy,  who  commanded  a  Fi'ench  fquadron 
of  fuperior  ftrength,   but  cautioufly  avoided  a 
clofe  encounter.     The  defence   of  the  fortrefs 
was  ably  and  refolutely  maintained  by  M.  de 
Bellecombe,  governor  of  the  town,   and  com-: 
mandant  general  of  all  the  French  fettlements 
in  India.     His  garrifon  confifted  of  nine  hun- 
dred Europeans,  and  two  thoufand  one  hundred 
natives,  and  his  lofs  in  killed  was  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  the  befiegers.    To  fave  the  town  i^hoa. 
from  the  horrors  of  a  ftorm,  he  was  obliged  to  ^on^icher- 
capitulate,  and  the  viftor,  m- ith  humane  fenfi-  '^  ^*  *"' 

bility, 
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CHAP,  bility,    granted  terms  in  which  the  military 
x^^^-    pride  and  perfonal  feelings  of  the  garrifon  were 


*77».     attentively  confidered.    The  inhabitants  were 
alfo  allowed  great  and  unufual  privileges,  which 
on  a  fubfequent  occafion,  they  did  not  heiitate 
ungratefully  to  turn  againft  the  viftors. 
^^**      The  French  were  always  favoured  by  Hyder 
Ally!   '    Ally,  and  the  war  in  which  he  was  engaged 
with  the  Mahrattas,  alone  prevented  him  from 
attempting  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Pondicheriy. 
1779-     In  the  enfuing  year,  the  fettlement  of  Mah6, 
^^        the  laft  pofleflion  of  the  French,  was  captured, 
notwithftanding  Hyder's  remonftrances,    who 
alleged  that  all  foreigners  holding  faflories 
under  his  dominion,  were  intitled  to  his  pro- 
War  with    teAion.      This  annihilation  of  the  power  of 
tbenaiivct.  p^j^jj^g  jj^  India,  was  peculiarly  aufpicious  at  a 
moment  when  the  Britifh  poffeffions  were  ex- 
pofed  to  the  moft  imminent  danger  from  a 
conteft  with  the   native  powers.      It  is  not 
intended  at  this  period,  to  recount  the  caufes  ^ 
and  progrefs  of  hoftilities,  but  only  to  obferve, 
that  through  a  combination  of  Hyder  Ally, 
with  the  Mahrattas  and  other  native  poten- 
tates,  a  general  fcheme  was  fonned  for  the 
Effort!  of    utter  expulfion  of  the  Britifli  from  India.    The 
France.      French,  not  unmindful  of  the  rifing  ftorm,  fent 
great  reinforcements  to   their  fettlements  in 
Africa,  hoping  to  co-operate  with  the  powers 
of  India  againft  the  Englilh ;  and  Hyder  Ally, 
relying  on  their   affiftance,    and  an  immenfe 
«7to.     army  which  he  had  colle6led,  commenced  war 
in  the  Carnatic,  and  though  difappointed  in 
the  expe6led  co-operation,    the  treachery  of 
the  favoured  inhabitants  of  Pondicherry,  "ren- 
dered fome  fervice  to  his  caufe,  by  diftrading 
the  attention  and  dividing  the  efforts  of  the 
Britifh  government. 

T«E 
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The  war  with  Holland  gave  a  more  aAive  chap, 
impulfe  to  European  hoftilitv.     A  fecret  ex-    ^^^ 
pedition  was  equipped,  the  fleet  being  com-     tyu. 
nianded  by  commodore  Johnftone,  the  land  ^1^,^ 
forces  by  general  Meadows,  to  reduce  the  Cape  $«:«*«- 
of  Good  Hope.     France  detached  a  portion  of  peditioB. 
de  Graffe's   fleet,    under   M.  de  Suffrein,    to 
counteraft  this  enterprize,  and  reinforce  the 
naval  eftablifliment  in  India.     While  commo-  i5thApr. 
dore  J^ohnftone  was  victualling  and  watering  9°m«»o- 
at  Port  Praya  in  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  ft^neat- 
belonging  to  Portugal,   he   was  fuddenly  at-  ticked  by 
tacked  by  the  French.     This  aft  of  treachery  ^^^"ff'*^"- 
did  not  produce  the  expefted  efteft ;  the  Eng- 
lifh,    though  unexpeCledly  aifailed,  combated 
with  characleriftic  fpirit,    and  compelled  the 
enemy  to  retire  with  difgrace  and  difappoint- 
ment.     They  gained,  however,  the  advantage 
of  fecuring  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

By  the  accidental  capture  of  a  Dutch  Eaft  Jun«- 
Indiaman,    the   commodore  acquired   intelii-  j'^S^ 
gence  that  five  valuable  fliips  were  lying  in  Sal-  men  taken, 
danha  Bay.     On  his  approach,  they  were  fet  on  J«*y. 
fire,  but  theflames  being  extinguilhed,  four  were 
taken,  and  the  Middleburgh  alone  deftroyed. 

An   expedition   haftily  formed   from  Fort  Angud. 
Marlborough,    on  the  coaft  of   Sumatra,   re-  ^*|^^™ 
duced  all  the  Dutch  fettlements  on  that  ifland ;  placet 
Negapatam,  in  the  Tan jore  country,  was  taken  **^*^"* 
after  an  active  fiege  by  Sir   Hettor  Monro;  ^^fh^;*** 
and,  early  in  the  enfuing   year,    Sir  Edward  jan.  i78». 
Hughes,  with  afmall  detachment  of  fepoys  and 
artillery  men,  ftormed  the  fort  of  Trincomale, 
on  the  ifland  of  Ceylon. 

The  arrival  of  de  Suifrein,  and  the  indefa-  Arrival  of 
tigable  exertions  of  the  French,  in  fending  out  ^heEngtA. 
reinforcements  to  their    African  fettlements,  ^^"*  **"' 
afforded  flattering  hopes  of  crufliing  the  Britiflt 

poWerf 
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CHAP,  power.     On  the  return  of  commodore  John- 

^^^^    ftone  to  Europe,  his  fquadron  was  committed 

i7«**      to  captain  Alms,  when  a  tcnipeft  feparated  and 

difabled  feveral  of  the  (hips,  and  the  Hannibal, 

of  fifty  guns,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy- 

The  remainder,  confifting  of  the  Hero  of  fe- 

venty-four,  the  Monmouth  of  fixty-four,  and 

Stb  Feb.     the  Ifis  of  fifty  guns,  joined  Sir  Edward  Hughes 

sfrE<wd  ^^  the  open  road  of  Madras.     M.  de  Suftrein, 

Hughes      unapprized  of  their  arrival,  bore  down  to  at- 

wJm.  ^^^  ^'^^  Englilh  fleet,  with  twelve  fail  of  the 

line,  fix  frigates,   and  eight  large  tranfports, 

but  perceiving  their  augmented  force,  flood  out 

scth  Feb.    to  fca,  and  the  Engliih  admiral  recaptured  five 

Englifii,    and  took   the  Laurrfton,   a  French 

tranfport  of  thirteen  hundred  tons  burthen, 

with  a  train  of  artillery,  and  a  large  quantity 

of  military  ftores,  thus  by  one  fortunate  ftroke, 

rendering  abortive  all  the  projefts  for  aflifting 

Hyder  Ally. 

Klsfirften-       The  efforts  of  dc  Suffiein  to  proteft  his 

Sirt  de"'    convoy,   produced  an  engagement  which  was 

Suffran^     diftinguiihed  only  by  the  gallantry  with  which 

five  Englifli  fliips,  feparated  from  the  reft  by 

the  weather,  repelled  the  attack  of  the  whole 

fleet     After  repairing  his  damaged  veflels,  and 

being  reinforced  by  two  more  from  England, 

2itliApr.   Sir  Edward   Hughes    again  encountered    the 

Hitftcoiid  Pp^u^Ij  admiral,  on  the  fame  day  that  Rodney 

menu        gained  unfading  laurels  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

This  conflift  was  equally  honourable,  though 

lefs  decifive,  no  fliip  being  captured  on  either 

fide,  though  both  fleets  were  compelled  to  put 

into  port  for  repairs. 

Thdref.        ALTHOUGH  tlicfc  engagements  produced  no 

£fat.         accelfion  to  the  force  of  either  party  at  fea, 

they  contributed  to  make  Hyder  Ally  defirous 

of  peace,  as  his  patience  was  exhaufted  by 

awaiting 
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awaiting/ the  delufive  prom ifes  of  France,  ajid  chap. 
his  notions  of  Britilh  fuperiority  greatly  en-  J^^^- 
hanced  by  the  difplay  or  valour  and  fkill  in     1782.  ' 
fuch  difproportioned  encounters.    The  French 
ftrained  every  nerve  to  efface  thefe  impreffions, 
by  ftrengthening  their  force  at  Cuddalore,  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  while  the  fleet,  re- 
paired, re-vi6^ualled,  newly  manned,  and  aug- 
mented,   again  challenged  the   Britiih  com- 
mander to  an  encounter.     Sir  Edward  Hughes,  6th  July, 
though  inferior  in  numbers,  did  not  decline  the  '^hirden- 
engagement,  which  was,  for  theiirft  time,  ge-  ^^'**°*° 
neral,  and  a  complete  viftory  was  almoft  gained, 
when  a  fudden  fquall  faved  the  defeated  enemy, 
and  enabled  them  to   effeft  a  retreat.     The 
Severe,  a  French  (ixty-four,  had  ftruck  her 
colours  to  the  Sultan,  but  taking  advantage  of 
the  change  in  the  wind,  treacheroufly  fired  a 
broadfide  into  the  Englifli  fliip,  and  rejoined 
the  French  fleet  without  colours  flying.     This 
violation  of  the  laws  of  war  was  feebly  vindi- 
cated by  de  SuflFrcin,  and  fubfequently  by  the 
French  government. 

Both  fleets  were  again  reinforced,  and  the  Auguft. 
French  retaining  a  confiderable  fuperiority,  re-  Tnnco- 
captured  Trincomale.      Sir  Edward   Hughes  captuS, 
made  great  exertions  for  the  relief  of  the  for- 
trefs,  but  arrived  too  late ;  he  fought,  however, 
another  engagement  with  the  French  admiral ;  3d  Sept. 
the  fuperior  ft:ill  of  the  Britifh  fleet  more  than  ^®"™  *"- 
counterpoifed  the  difference  of  force;  the  ac-  *'**"^*' 
tion  was   unufually  bloody,  and  de  Suffrein 
again  owed  his  fafety  to  flight ;  he  broke  fix 
of  his  captains,    and  fent  them  prifoners  to 
Mauritius. 

No  further  tranfaftion  of  moment  occurred  sien  of 
between  the  European,  powers  during  the  re-  Cuddalore* 
xnainder  of  the  year^  and  their  next  campaign 

▼OL.  Ill,  M  M  was 
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CHAP«  vas  chiefly  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Cudda- 
XLiv.     lore,   which  Avas   valiantly   defended  by    the 
'^J^tsT'   marquis  de  Buffy,  and  afl'ailcd  with  great  /kill 
15th  June-  and  valour  by  general  Stuart.     The  Engliih 
*?*  J*"**-  fleet  was  at  this  time  reduced  to  a  miferable 
gigenwrnt.  Condition    by   the  fcurvy,    but   Sir  Edward 
Hughes  did  not  decline  a  fifth  and  laft  encoun- 
ter with  his  old  antagonift,  it  was  fought  at 
a  great  diftance,  and,  like  the  preceding,  ter- 
minated without  a  capture.*" 
Niindcx.       The  united  enemies  of  Great  Britain  threat- 
^**'**  *■    ened,  by  a  combination  of  their  marine  forces 
"^*^'      in  Europe,  to  ruin  commerce  and  defolate  the 
country.     But  thefe  menaces,  however  loudly 
founded,  were  rendered  abortive  by  the  vigi- 
lance and  valour  difplayed  by  the  Englifli  na- 
val commanders,  in  preventing  the  junftion  of 
ijih  Apr.  tliehoftilefquadrons.  Admiral  Barrington,  hav- 
Sundfy'     ^^S  bailed  from  Portfmouth  with  twelve  fliips 
taptiict.    of  the  line,  met  the  French  fleet  at  a  fmall 
diflance  from  Ufhant,  commenced  a  chafe,  and 
took  twelve  tranfports,  with  a  great  number  of 
troops.     Captain  Jarvis,  now  earl  St.  Vincent, 
in  the  Foudroyant,  of  feventy-four  guns,  en- 
countered le  Pegafe,  of  equal  force,  and  after  a 
fpirited  though  fliort  engagement,  compelled 
her  to  ftrike.     The  moft  remarkable  circum- 
ilance  of  the  aftion  Mas  the  difparity  of  lofs ; 
the  French  having  more  than  eighty  men  killed, 
while  the  Foudroyant  had  only  three  or  four 
wounded,  and  not  one  flain.     The  prize,   re- 
duced to  a  mere  wreck,  was  committed  to  the 
charge  of  captain  Maitland,   of  tlie  Queen, 
who,  in  conducing  her  to  England,  captured 
the  Aftionnaire,  a  fixty-four,  b\il  aLrmed  en Jlute; 

^  Fortbefe  tranra£lion8,  I  have  confulted  the  Gaiettes,  nam* 
lives  of  officers,  and  memoirs  of  the  war  in  Afiat 

'•^  conveyiug 
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conveying  a  great  quantity  of  naval  and  ord*^   CH  aK 
nance   ftores,    and  feveral  chefts   of  money.    ^^^5^' 
Captain  Jarvis  was  rewarded  with  the  Order     X78». 
of  the  Bath.  .       *9^  May. 

Barrington  being  obliged  by  ftrefs  of  The  Dutch 
weather  to  return  to  port,  admiral  Kempenfelt,  !^rt!"^"* 
with  nine  fail  of  the  line,  repaired  to  the  ilation 
he  had  quitted,  while  lord  Howe,  with  a  fqua- 
dron  of  twelve  fail,  terrified  the  Dutch  into  a 
relinquiihment  of  their  defigns  on  the  Baltic 
and  northern  trade  of  Great  Britain. 

Meanwhile,   de  Guichen  had  formed  a  junaiom 
junftion  at  Cadiz  with  the  Spaniih  fleet,  under  p  ^S,aiid 
Don  Louis  de  Cordova ;  their  united  fquadron,  Sptnifh 
amounting  to  twenty-five  fail  of  the  line,  occu-  ^^^*^ 
pied  the  chops  of  the  Channel,  having  in  their  SjJ^jJjJ 
cruize  captured  eighteen  vefTels  of  the  outward-  ^^ond- 
bound  Quebec  and  Newfoundland  fleets :  But  ^^  *««*•• 
lord  Howe  being  returned  from  his  expedition  '^'^^f^ 
againft  the    Dutch,   accompliflied,  with  only  ^howc 
twelve  fail  of  the  line,  the  arduous  tafk  of  pro- 
teding  the  homeward-bound  Jamaica  trade; 
and  thus  an  inferior  naval  force  baffled  all  the 
projefts  of  fo  mighty  a  combination. 

But  what  the  enemy  could  not  efFeQ;  to  Fate  of  ^ 
the  prejudice  of  the  Britifli  marine,   tlie  elc-  ^^f* 
ments  m  their  unfparing  fury  accomplifhed. 
Some  of  the  great  prizes  made  by  Rodney  and 
Hood  on  the  glorious  twelfth  and  nineteenth 
of  April,  were  difpatched  with  Engli/h  fhips  to 
convoy  the  homeward-bound  trade.     On  this  aothjuae. 
fleet,  fell  the  feyereft  rigours  of  one  of  the 
moft  tempeftuous  fummers  ever  experienced. 
The  Ville  de  Paris,  Centaur,  Glorieux,  Heftor, 
and  Ramillies,  foundered  under  different  cir- 
cumflances,  and  the  merchant  veffels  fuflained 
a  proportionate  damage.     The  horror  of  thefe  Lofsoftna 
misfortunes  was  aggravated  by  an  accident  at  *^y*^ 
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home,  which  roufed  the  fympathics  of  the 
nation  by  a  reliftlefs  appeal.  Lord  Howe,  re- 
turning from  his  \iell-condu6>ed  cruize  againil 
the  united  tleets,  urged  with  the  utmoft  cele- 
rity the  equipment  of  a  fquadron  for  the  relief 
of  Gibraltar.  The  Royal  George,  of  a  hundred 
and  eight  guns,  one  of  the  fliips  deftined  for  this 
fervice,  \vas  placed  in  an  inclined  pofition  for 
the  purpofe  of  flopping  a  leak,  when  a  fudden 
fquall  of  M'ind  intirely  overfet  her,  and  buried 
in  the  ocean  the  brave  veteran,  admiral  Kem- 
penfelt,  and  nearly  a  thoufand  failors,  marines, 
women,  and  children.  A  viflualler  which  lay 
alongflde,  was  fwalloAved  up  in  the  vortex 
occafioned  by  the  fubmerfion  of  fo  large  a 
body,  and  it  was  fome  time  ere  the  fmall  craft 
could  be  employed  in  aflifting  thofe  Mho  ef- 
caped  the  general  calamity.  Not  more  than 
three  hundred  were  faved,  and  the  national 
humanity  was  honourably  difplayed  by  an  am- 
ple fubfcription  for  the  relatives  of  thofe  who 
periflied. 

This  accident  did  not,  however,  impede  the 
preparations  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  the 
fiege  of  which  engaged  the  attention  of  all 
Europe. 

Foil  fome  days  after  the  deftniftion  of  their 
works,  by  the  well-judged  fortic  in  1781,  the 
Spaniards  did  not  even  attempt  to  extinguilh 
the  fmoaking  ruins,  but  feemed  ftupified  by 
furprife.  Recovering,  however,  from  their  co«- 
fternation,  they  laboured  with  increafing  afli- 
duity,  and  again  conftruAed  very  formidable 
approaches.  The  bombardment  continued  with 
various  degrees  of  vigour,  and  was  anfwered 
by  correfponding  eflfbrts  from  the  garrifon. 
Hut  after  the  capture  of  Minorca,  the  due  de 
Crillon^   Milh    twenty    thoulkud   French  and 
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^panifli  troops,  joined  the  befiegers,  and  afliimed  chap. 
the  command.  .The  garrifon  received  infor-  ^]!!j 
niation  of  thefc  circumftances,  and  of  the  in-  i7«».  . 
tention  of  the  enemy  to  make  their  principal 
attack  by  fea,  with  battering  Ihips  of  a  new 
conftru6iion,  calculated  to  refill  the  efFe6t  of 
ihells,  and  even  of  red-hot  cannon  balls.  They 
difplayed  no  alarm  at  thefe  tidings,  nor  at  the 
view  of  the  formidable  preparations  in  the  port 
of  Algeziras;  confidence  and  alacrity  generally 
prevailed,  and  the  privates  even  volunteered 
extra  fervices  to  affill  the  artillery  corps.  In 
the  adverfecamp,  fear  and  dilhuft  were  dif- 
fufed,  delufivc  aflii  ranees,  encouraging  promifes, 
threats  and  punifliments,  were  infufficient  to 
deter  large  parties  from  dcfertion  into  the  coun- 
try, and  individuals  into  the  garrifon.  The 
vigilance  and  judgment  of  Elliot  pervaded 
every  part  of  his  command,  and  the  confidence 
of  thole  under  him  rofe  in  proportion ;  they  fuf-  hos. 
tained  with  unfhaken  intrepidity  the  tremen- 
dous and  now  unceafing  cannonade,  returning 
-a  well  direfled  fire,  which  often  dettroyed  thfe 
artillery,  and  demoliilied  fome  works  of  the 
befiegers. 

The   due  de  Crillon  had  formerly   com- Conftruc. 
manded  in  the  Spanifh  lines  before  Gibraltar,  ^^|\^^ 
and  was  peifedly  acquainted  with  the  llate  biitemt. 
of  the  garrifon;  his  operations  were  aflifted  by 
M.  d'Aripon,  an  able  engineer,  and  Don  Juan  cfe 
Moreno  conduded  the  fleet.     The  battering 
fhips,  invented  by  d'Arjon,  were  vaunted  as 
impregnable  and  incombuftible.     They   were 
fortified  to  the  thicknefs  of  fix  or  feven  fert 
on  the  larboard  fide,  with  great  timbers  bolted 
with  iron,   cork,  junk,  and  raw  hides;  they 
carried  guns  of  heavy  metal,  and  were  bomb 
proof  at  the  top,  the  roof  being  conftrufted 
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c  H  AP.  with  a  defcent  for  the  fhdls  to  Aide  off,  termectt  • 
^^Xj   i^  military  phrafe,  d  dos  d'arie.    Ten  of  tbefe 
«7»».     formidable  floating  towers  the  enemy  dffigned 
'  ^"         to  moor  within  half  guu-fhot  of  the  walls  witli 
iron-chainsy  while  large  boats,  M'ith  mantlets 
formed  with  hinges  to  fall  down  and  facilitate 
landing,  were  to  be  placed  at  a  fmall  diflance, 
full  of  troops,  to  take  advantage  of  occurrences. 
Forty   thoufand  men   were  to   be  placed   in 
the  camp,  but  the  principal  attack  was  tu  be 
made  by  fea,  and  covered  by  a  fquadron  of 
men  of  war,  with  bomb-ketches,  floating  batte- 
ries, gun  and  mortar  boats.     Such  were  the 
preparations  in  which  the  enemy  fondly  relied, 
and  which  they  loudly  boafted  were  llifficient 
to  beat  the  fortifications  to  powder. 
Prepan-         FoR  fome  time  after  the  floating  batteries 
defence,'     ^*^^^  complete,  the  grand  afl'ault  was  deferred, 
the  interval  being  employed  in  preparing  and 
making  additions  to  the  approaches  by  land. 
Elliot  was  with  equal  activity  engaged  in  the 
means  of  defence,  among  the  moft  confpicuous 
of  which  was  a  copious  diftribution  of  furnaces 
tthSept.     and  grates,  for  heating  cannon  balls.*     He  had 
a  few  days  before  the  decifive  aflault,  a  pleafing 
prefage  of  their  general  eifeft,  by  burning  one 
of  the  moft  prominent  and  beft  defended  works 
of  the  befiegers. 
9th and  This  cvent  precipitated  the  grand  attack; 

Aturk  by  *'^^  ^"^  ^^  Crillon,  alarmed  for  tlie  fate  of  the 
land.         remaining  works,  opened  his  batteries  in  an 
unflniihcd  ftate,  and  maintained  an  inceflant 
cannonade  from  a  hundred  and  feventy  pieces 
of  ordnance,  of  the  largeft  calibre.    The  fliips 

>  In  juftice  to  Sir  Robert  Boyd,  it  ihould  be  commemorated,  that 
the  plan  of  deftroying  the  battering  veflelt  by  red-hoc  (hot^  origi. 
nated  with  him. 
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of  war,  gun  and  mortar  boats,  alfo  annoyed  the   c  H  af. 
garrilbn  and  the  town.     In  the  fpace  of  two   ^]!^ 
days,  five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-      >7«a- 
feven  fliot,  and  two  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  two  fliells,  wer«  expended  from  the  land 
batteries  alone,  to  which  the  garrifon  returned 
only  a  few  rounds,  againft  working  parties  em- 
ployed in  repairs. 

Thk  next  day  pro<luced  a  ftill  more  vigo-  nth  and 
rous  difcharge,  and"  on  the  enfuing  morning,  "^  Sept. 
the  garrifon  beheld    the    combined  fleets   of 
France  and  Spain,  anchored  in  the  Bay  be- 
tween the  Orange  Grove  and  Algeziras. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  was  oftentatioufly  Naval 
paraded  before  the  eyes  of  the  garrifon,  as  if  ^^ccof  tiie 
intended  to  unnerve  their  exertions  by  terror,  *°*^^' 
and  an  armament  more  calculated  to  produce 
that  effeft,  was   never  perhaps   drawn   forth. 
Forty-feven  fail  of  the  line,  ten  invincible  bat- 
tering fhips,  carrying  two  hundred  and  twelve 
guns,    numerous    frigates,    xebeques,    bomb- 
ketches,  cutters,  gun  and  mortar  boats,  with 
fmaller  craft  for  the  purpofe  of  difembarkation, 
were  aflembled  in  the  Bay.     On  the  land  fide  Land 
were  ftupendous  batteries  and  works,  mounting  ^"^cc. 
two  hundred  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and 
protected  by  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  men, 
commanded  by  a  viftorious  and  active  general, " 
and  animated  by  the  prefence  of  two  princes 
of  the  blood,  a  number  of  oflScers  of  the  firft 
diftin6lion,  and  the  general  expeftation  of  the 
world. 

To  this  prodigious  force  was  oppofed,  agar-  Force  of 
rifon  of  feven  thoufand  effeftive  men,  includ-  J^***'"' 
ing  the  marine  brigade,  with  only  eighty  can- 
non, feven  mortars,  and  nine  howitzers.     A 
prevalent  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  (lation, 
and  the  glory  which  would  redound  from  the 
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CHAP.,  defeat  of  fo  powerful  afoe,.raifed  enthufiartic 
xuv.     ardour;   and   the  encouragement  the  enemy 
^8».     might  derive  from  afting  under  the  eyes  of  the 
offspring  of  their  fovereigns,  was  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the   afi'eclion   which  the 
garrifon  felt  towanls  thofe  oflicers,  who  had  fo 
long  fhared  with  them  every  hardfliip,  toil,  and 
privation,    and  whofe  aftabiHty,'  moderation, 
and  juftice,   made  all   confider  themfelves  a 
family,  a    "  band  of  brothers."     They  anti- 
cipated with  animated  confidence  the  arrival 
of  that  day  which  would  relieve  them  from 
.  the  tedious  cruelty  of  a  blockade, 
i^thSept.        Having  made  requifite  preparations  for  re- 
SiTd?.       fiftance,  Elliot  fuffcrcd  the  battering  (hips  to 
range  themfelves   in  order,  the  ncareft   nine 
hundred,  the  moft  remote  about  twelve  hundred 
yards  from  the  walls.     At  three  quartei's  after 
nine  o'clock,  the  cannonade  commenced;  the 
enemy  were  completely  moored  in  lefs  than 
.  ten  minutes,  and  the  fpeftators  who  croM'ded 
the  neighbouring  hills,  witnefled  a  continued 
difcharge  on  the  garrifon  from  four  hundred 
pieces  of  the  heavieft  artillery. ^     The  battering 
ihips  were  found  lo  be  not  lefs  formidable  than 
they  were  reprefented.     Againfl  them,  the  gar- 
rifon direded  their  whole  exertion,  regardlefs  of 
annoyance  from  the  land  batteries,  but  they 
obferved  with  aftonilhment  that  the  heavieft 
fliells  rebounded  from  their  tops,  while  thirty- 
two  pound  fliot  made   no   vifible  imprefiion 
on  their  hulls  :  a  momentary  fire  was  always 
extinguifhed  by  the  application  of  water.     The 
difappointment  of  their   firft  exertions   only 
Simulated  the  garrifon  to  greater  vigour ;  incef- 

k  The  garrifon  afterwards  learnfd  with  fatisfadion  that  at  this 
erifis  the  Moors  at  Tangier  repaired  to  their  mofaues  and  oflered  up 
fervent  fupplicatioiift  for  the  deiiverancc  of  their  old  ilUest 
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fatit  (bowers  of  red-hot  balls ;  carcafles,  and  fhells  chap. 
flew  from  all  quarters ;  the  mails  of  feveral  ihips    XLIV. 
were  ihot  away,  and  in  tlie  afternoon,  the  float-      ,^gj^ 
ing  batteries  began  to  exhibit  fymptoms  that 
the  fkill  difplayed  in  their  conftruttion  could 
not  withftand  the  furious  cannonade-  to  which 
they  were  expofed.     The  confufion  on  board 
the  adniirars  battering  ihip  and  her  fecond,  and 
the  increafmg  fmoke,  demonftrated  that  com- 
buftion  raged  unfubdued  ;  in  the  evening  their 
firing  was  coiiliderably  abated,  and  before  eight 
o'clock  it  had  intirely  ceafed,  except  from  the 
two  lemotell  floating  batteries,  which  had  fuf- 
tained  and  could  effeft  the  leaft  injury. 

During  the  night,  the  cannonade  from  the  Deftmc- 
garrifon  was  alfo  abated,  from-  the  neceflity  of  ^^j®^*^ 
allowing  repofe  to  the  wearied  artillery-men,  battenet. 
and   the   impoflibility   of  direfting  the  guns 
A\  ith  certain  efted.     This  interval  was  rendered 
awful  by  the  fignals  of  diftrefs  thrown  up  from 
the  Spanifli  fleet,  and  the  indiftinft  clamour,    > 
the   lamentable  cries,   and   agonizing  groans 
which- proceeded  from  every  quarter.     Alittle 
before  midnight  a  wreck  with  twelve  men,  the 
furvi  vors  out  of  threcfcore,  floating  in,  apprized 
the  garrifon  that  they  had  gained  fome  advan- 
tage, but  at  one  o'clock  tjiey  faw  with  joy  the 
efieft  of  their  perfeverance,  and  the  termination 
of  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  in  the  flames  which 
burft  at  once  from  every  part  of  the  admiral's 
battering  (liip,  while  another  to  the  fouthward 
burnt  as  fatally,  though  with  lefs  fury. 

The  hght  of  the  conflagration  enabled  the  f 4th  Sept. 
garrifon  to  dire6l  their  artillery  witli  unerring  ^|[^"' 
aim,  and  the  calmnefs  of  the  fea  permitted  of  capum 
captain  Curtis,'  with  his  gun  boats,  to  flank  ^^^i*- 

.   >  HeFectt?edtheocca(ionaIrankof  brigadien 
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CHAP,  the  battering  fhips,  and  intercept  afliftance.  At 
^^^  four  o'clock,  fix  other  floating  batteries  >verc 
.  x7Sa.  in  flames  ;  all  hope  of  aflifting  the  failors  was 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  but  liritifli  humanity 
waa  glorioufly  exercifed  in  tliis  treniendons 
-  crifis.  Captain  Curtis,  M'ith  the  marine  bri- 
gade, aftively  feconded  by  captain  Sir  Charles 
Knowles  of  the  navy,  was  indefatigable  in  his 
efforts  to  refcue  the  mifcrable*  wretches,  no 
longer  confidered  as  foes,  from  the  difmal  alter- 
native of  meeting  death  in  flames,  or  in  the 
waves.  The  gallant  Curtis  exerted  his  pious 
bravery  till  the  explofion  of  a  floating  battery 
imminently  endangered  his  own  life  and  thofe 
of  his  followers,  and  he  gained  the  immortal 
glory  of  refcuing  from  the  grafp  of  death 
three  hundred  and  forty-five  of  his  fellow 
creatures. 

The  deftriiftion  of  eight  battering  fhips  re- 
moved every  alarm  from  the  garrifon,  and 
hopes  were  entertained  of  faving  tne  two  which 
remained  as  trophies,  but  one  fuddenly  burfl 
into  flames  and  blew  up,  and  after  a  furvey,  it 
was  found  neceffary  to  burn  the  other. "  The 
lofs  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and  prifoners,  was 
calculated  at  two  thoufand,  while  the  garrifon, 
in  fo  furious  an  attack,  had  only  one  officer, 
two  fubalterns,  and  thirteen  privates  killed,  and 
five  officers  and  fixty-three  privates  wounded. 
The  damage  fuftained  by  the  fortrefs  itfelf  was 
fo  fmall,  that  the  whole  fea  line  was  put  in  fer- 
viceable  order  before  night. 
FuMic  The  failure  of  this  unparalleled  attack  drew 

honours  to  ^^  thofc  wlio  had  fo  confidently  vaunted  of 

ion.  ai  The  dcftru6lion  of  thcic  battering  (hips  has  been  imputed  to  the 

thicknefs  of  the  timber;  the  red-hot  bafls  lodged  in  the  fides,  and  it  was 
impoflible  to  get  at,  remove,  or  quench  them.  If  the  fides  of  the  (hips 
had  been  of  the  ordinary  tliickncfs,  and  the  red-hot  ihot  had  paflcxl 
through,  they  might  not  have  been  burnt. 
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certain  fuccefs,  the  ridicule  of  their  own  coun-  c  H  A  p« 
trymen,  as  well  as  of  all  foreign  nations,  while  ^^'^ 
the  applaufe  of  Elliot  and  his  brave  aflbciates     »7«»- 
was  univerfally  celebrated  in  a  tone  fo  full  and 
clear,  as  to  filence  even  envy  and  detradion. 
The  officers  and  privates  of  the  garrifon  were  itth  and 
gratified  with  the  thanks  of  parliament ;  general  *3th  Dec. 
Elliot  received  the  Orderof  the  Bath,  witfi  which 
he  was  in  vefted  by  deputation  on  the  fpot  which 
he  had  preferved,  and  dignified  by  his  condu6l 
and  prowefs. .  He  was  afterwards  raifed  to  the 
peerage  by  the  title  of  baron  Ileathfield,  en- 
riched with  apenfion  granted  by  parliament,  and 
his  paternal  arms  were  enlarged  by  adding thofe 
of  the  fortrefs  he  had  fo  ably  defended. 

Two   days  only  before  the  grand  attack,  nthSepc 
lord  Howe  failed  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  l^«iHowc 
with  thirty-four  Ihips  of  the  line  and  fome  fri-  GitaStari 
gates.     On  his  arrival,  a  tremendous  hurricane  soth  oa. 
difperfed  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  drove  on  fhore, 
under  the  guns  of  Gibraltar,  the  St.  Michael 
of  feventy-four  guns,  while  the  Britifli  fquadron 
weathered  the  ftorm  uninjured.  The  next  morn-  "4* 
ing  they  entered  the  ftraights  in  line  of  battle, 
and  landed  their  ftores  with  fifteen  hundred 
barrels  of  gunpowder.    The  enemy,  with  fixty- 
four  fail,  of ,  which  forty-two  were  of  the  line, 
kept  in  fight  of  the  Britifh  fleet  for  fome  days, 
hut  though  they  always  had  the  option,   no 
fuperiority  of  ftrehgthf  or  advantage  of  wind 
could  tempt  them  t6  hazard  more  tlian  a  partial 
action,  and  the  grand  fleet  returned  fafely  and 
profperoufly. 

The  further  profecution  of  the  fiege  affords 
jao  circumftance  worthy  of  particular  notice.' 

•  FrQm  Drinkwatcr  and  the  Gazettes. 

The 
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•CHAP.  The  fuccefs  5f  the  Britidi  arms  Imd  great 
»^^^^\  ii^fluence  on  the  negotiations  for  peace.  On 
^"^^"^  the  refignation  of  Mr.  Fox  and  his  trieuds,  Mr. 
Grenville  quitted  Paris,  and  the  new  cabinet 
appointed  Air.  Fitzherhcrt  in  his  ftead.  The 
French  miniftry  ftill  temporizing,  delivered  only 
vague  and  inexplicable  propofals,  and  their 
agents  infiduoufly  excited  the  pride  and  refent- 
ment  of  the  imperial  courts,  on  the  fuppofed 
contempt  which  Great  Britain  had  Ihewn  to- 
wards their  mediation.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fummer,  hoAvever,  the  failure  of  the  attempts 
againft  the  profpcrity  of  England  in  India  oe- 
came  apparent.  The  emprcfs  of  Iluflia  was 
conciliated  by  reafons  alli«:ncd  for  the  anfwer 
to  the  injiiiuation  vcrbale;  licr  ambition  pointed 
in  a  dirertion  remote  from  the  quarrels  between 
September.  (;ji.cat  Britain  and  the  coufcderate  powei-s;  and 
before  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  France  began  to 
condufl  the  negotiation  in  a  manner  which  pro- 
uiifed  a  favourable  concluiiou.  Her  terms, 
though  too  lofty  for  admillion,  were  clear  and 
definitive,  and  after  the  failure  at  Gibraltar, 
Ihe  was  earneft  in  perfuading  Spain  to  renounce 
all  hopes  of  obtaining  that  fortrcfs  by  treaty. 
The  French  government  obferved,  during  the 
progrefs  of  the  treaty,  a  cautious  fecrecy ; 
their  own  embafladors,  and  even  thofe  of  the 
moft  friendly  courts,  were  excluded  from  all 
information. 
ladNov.  The  firft  authentic  intelligence  publiflied  on 
the  fubjeirt,  was  contained  in  a  letter  from  the 
fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  lord  mayor  of  London, 
in  which,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  mif- 
chiefs  occafioned  by  fpeculations  in  the  funds, 
he  announced  that  the  negotiations  promifed 
a  decillve  conclufion,  either  for  peace  or  \var, 

and 
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and  that  parliament  would  on  that  account  be 
porogiied  from  the  twcnty-fixth  of  November, 
the  intended  day  of  meeting,  to  the  fifth  oiF 
December. 

Even  at  this  period,  minifters  could  not  form 
a  decifive  opinion  on  the  final  event.      The 
treaty  with  France  was  moll  advanced,   but 
that  crafty  power  held  the  ultimate  decifion 
in  her  own  hands.     If  really  difpofed  to  make 
peace,  ihe  could  influence  Spain  and  Holland; 
if  otherwife,   flie  could   throw  on  them  the 
blame  of  continuing  hoftilities.     Mr.  Fitzher-  30th  Nar. 
bert  fucceeded,  however,  by  his  ability  and  ^J^^'JJ-li 
judgment,    m  obtaining  from  the  American  Ameriou 
commiffioners  the  fignature  of  provifional  arti- 
cles. ** 

During  the  recefs  of  parliament,  the  efforts  state  rf 
of  party,  were  exerted  with  uncommon  induftry  P*"*^ 
to  intereft  the  public  in  the  caufe  of  thofe  who 
cxpeded  or  polfefled  the  direflion  of  affairs. 
The  curiofity  to  afcertain  the  precife  caufes  of  j^jy. 
the  late  furprifing  change  in  the  cabinet,  was  only 
gratified  by  partial  ftatements  and  general  ru- 
mours. Mr.  Fox  declared  in  parliament,  that 
he  had  fome  time  before  the  death  of  the  marquis 
of  Rockingham,  refolved  to  refign,  from  an  im- 
poffibility  of  concurring  in  the  opinions  and 
lyftems  of  lord  Shelburne ;  many  complaints 
were  made,  though  not  fupported  by  Ipecific 
allegations,  of  the  predominating  influence  of 
that  minifters  counfels,  which  drove  his  late 
colleagues  from  office ;  but  neither  the  crimi- 
nation nor  the  defence  of  the  new  cabinet  af- 
forded authentic  infight  into  the  motives  of 
difunion.  The  kingdom  was  divided  into  three 
parties,  who  defended  and  attacked  with  equal 

•  From  correfpondence  and  private  information. 

zeal 
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CHAP,  zeal  and  acrimony.  The  a6b  of  the  late  admi- 
.wvZLt  niftration  were  reviewed  with  afperity,  not  more 
*  i7«»*  by  thofe  who  confidered  their  reforms  too  vio- 
lent, than  by  thofe  who  had  formed  exagge- 
rated hopes  from  their  promifes,  and  thought 
they  had  not  fulfilled  the  expectations  to  whi^h 
they  had  given  birth,'  Ine  fmcerity  of  the 
miniilry  in  the  negotiations  for  peace,  was 
queftioned  by  both  parties  in  oppofition,  and 
the  adherents  of  lord  North  feemed  affured 
that  the  coUifion  of  opinions,  and  expofition 
of  the  views  of  thofe  who  had  excluded  him 
from  power,  would  efFeft  a  change  in  the 
public  opinion  beneficial  to  his  tame,  and 
gratifying  to  their  hopes.  ^ 

F  See  particulvt  oF  si  coiiTerfation  «t  the  aiiniverrary  of  Foz^t 
iieJHon.    Rememliranctfr,  toI.  xir.  p.  290. 

f  Gibbon  fays  t  a  certain  hte  fecretary  of  Irdand,  reckons  the 
konfe  of  commons  thuf't  Minifter  one  hundred  and  forty^  Reynaiti 
'  tiinttf,  Boreas  one  hundred  and  twenty*  the  reft  unknown  or  uncer* 
tain.  The  laft  of  the  three*  by  felf  or  agents,  talks  too  much  of 
ibfence*  ncutraUty,  moderation.  I  ftill  think  he  will  difcard  the 
game*    Set  OibboD*s  mifcellaoeout  Works,  t«1  •  L  p.  56 1 . 
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CHAPTER    THE    FORTY-FIFTH; 
1  7  8  2—1  7  8  3. 


Meeting  of  parliament.  —  Debates  on  the  ad' 
drefi.  —  Recefs.  —  Preliminaries  of  Peace 
Jigned.  —  Siiijiance  of  the  treaties.  — Ame- 
rica. —  France,  —  Spain.  — Cejfation  ofhof 
tilities  with  Holland.  —  Affairs  of  Ireland. 
— Coalition  of  lord  North  with  Mr.  Fox.  — 
Debates  on  t  lie  preliminaries  of  peace  ^^  which 

.  are  difapproved  by  the  houje  oj  commons.  — 
Refignation  oflordShelburne.  '^^ Parliamen- 
tary reflections  on  the  coalition.  —  Senfation 
of  the  public.  —  Minijierial  i?iterregnum.  -^ 
Motions  on  the  fubject.  —  New  minijiry.  — 
Commercial  intercourfe  with  America  regu- 
lated. —  Debates  on  the  loan  and  receipt  tax. 
"^Economical  reforms.  —  Pitfs  motion  for 
a  reform  ofjparliament.  —  Firji  petition  for 
aboiijhing  the flwoetrade-^  Separate  efiablijh- 
ment  of  the  prince  of  IP^ales.  —  Clofe  of  the 
Seffton.  —  General  peace. 

Qn  the  clay  appointed,  the  king  addrefled  to  ^^,^^' 
parhament  a  fpeech  of  uncommon  length.   \^^^ 
He  ftated  his  exertions  for  a  general  pacinca-    ^^ 
tion,  in  purfuit    of  which  he  had  exercifed  Meeting' 
the  powers  veiled  in  him  by  the  legiflature,  and  <>f  p«rUa- 
oiFered  to  declare  the  American  colonies  free  "^'*,'^ 
and  independent  dates,  by  an  article  to  be  in-  fjicwh. 
ferted  in  the  treaty  of  peace.     "  In  thus  ad- 
mitting their  feparation  from  the   croAvii   of 
Britain,"  he  faid,  *'  I  have  facrificed  every  con- 

fideration 
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ficleration  of  my  own  to  the  wiflies  and  opinion 
of  my  people.  I  make  it  my  humble  and  ear- 
""jjf^  neft  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain may  not  feel  the  evils  which  might  refult 
from  fo  great  a  difmembcrment  of  the  empire ; 
and  that  America  may  be  free  from  thofe  cala- 
mities which  have  formerly  proved  in  the  mo- 
tfaer-country  how  elfcntial  monarchy  is  to  the 
'  enjoyment  of  conftitutional  liberty.  Religioa 
— language — intereft — affeftions,  may,  and  I 
hope  will  yet  prove  a  bond  of  permanent  union 
between  the  two  countries :  to  this  end,  neither 
attention  nor  difpofition  fhall  be  watiting  on 
my  part.'* 

Amoxg  many  other  topics,  the  fpeech  men- 
tioned the  valiant  exertions  of  the  army  and 
navy,  the  favourable  ftate  of  the  negotiations, 
the  reforms  in  economy  which  would  benecef- 
fery  at  home,  and  the  attention  which  muft 
be  employed  in  the  government  of  Ireland  and 
of  India. 
Debtte  on  Tjie  addrcfs  in  the  hoiife  of  commons  was 
tiicaaiircfs.  moved  by  Mr.  Philip  Yorke,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Bankes.  No  dired;  oppofition  was  made ; 
but  Fox  objected  to  the  mode  of  granting 
American  independence,  and  ftated  that  a  dif- 
ference in  opinion  with  the  prefent  minifters  on 
that  fubjeit,  had  induced  him  to  quit  the  cabi- 
net. He  was  inclined  "  to  recognize  the  inde- 
pendence of  America  in  the  fiill  iuftance,  and 
'■''not  to  referve  it  as  the  condition  of  peace;" 
lord  Shclburne,  he  faid,  had  fully,  though  re- 
ludantly,  agreed  in  this  principle;  but  afler- 
.^  wards  f\vcrving  from  it,  occafioned  the  divifion 
of  the  cabinet 

Lord  North  did  not  agree  with  Fox,  that 
the  independency  of  America  ought  to  be  fur- 
rendered  without  an  equivalent.    The  country. 
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he  faid,  was  not  reduced  to  the  abje6i  fituation  chap. 
of  accepting  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  tl>e  enemy     XLV. 
might  think  fit  to  offer:  the  houfe  would  be    '^^^ 
unanimous  in  demanding  an  hoqourable  peace, 
or  a  vigorous  M'ar.     He  would  not  oppole  tl^e 
addrefs,  but  referved'  the  right  of  objefting  to 
the  provifional  treaty  when  produced  to  par- 
liament 

fiuRK£  decried  the  fpeech  from  the  throne 
as  a  dangerous  fpecies  of  delufion  and  infinua* 
tion,  a  collection  of  unmeaning  profelTions,  and 
of  undeferved  felf-praifes ;  yet  he  expreffcd  his 
ireadinefs  to  thank  his  maieftv  for  concluding 
a  provifional  agreement  whicn  ended  the  Ame- 
rican war. 

In  the  upper  houfe,  the  addrefs  alfo  paifed  in  the 
without  a  divifion ;  a  flight  amendment,  pro-  \^^J^^ 
pofed  by  lord  Radnor,  acknowledging  with 
gratitude  the  facrifice  made  by  his  majeily  to 
the  wifljes  of  his  people,  being  unaiumoufly 
adopted.  In  the  converfation  which  took 
place,  lord  Stormont  vehemently  arraigned  the 
irrevocable  conceffion  of  independence,  to  Ame* 
rican  commiflioners  afting  under  the  infpe6iiou 
and  controul  of  France.  Lord  Shelburne  de- 
nied that  the  proceedings  of  the  American 
commiffioners  were  fo  influenced,  and  affirmed 
that  the  offer  ofindependence  was  not  unquali- 
fied, unconditional,  and  irrevocable.  If  France 
did  not  agree  to  peace,  independence  would 
not  be  granted. 

This  explanation  occafioned  fevere  animad-  6th  Dw. 
verfions,  on  reporting  the  addrefs  ^o  the  lower  TOrt!****^" 
houfe.  Several  members  feemed  tp  repent  their 
vote  of  the  preceding  day,  and  cqnfined  their 
approbation  to  the  grant  of  American  indepen- 
dence. Burke  defcribed  the  king's  fpeecli  a^ 
a  farn^go  of  hyppcrify  and  ponfenfe.     Fox  de- 

VOL.  Ill,  N  N  clared 
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dared  that  he  detefted  and  defpifed  it;  but 
no  motion  being  made,  the  houfe  was  not 
divided. 

Other  queOions  and  refleflions  on  Ameri- 
can independence,  occafioned  debates  in  both 
houfes,  in  which  duplicity  and  difcordancy  of 
opinion  were  imputed  to  minifters;  but  no 
itth.  divifion  took  place  till  Fox  moved  for  copies 
of  fuch  parts  of  the  provifional  treaty  as  related 
to  the  recognition  of  American  independence, 
founding  his  argument  on  the  diverfity  of 
language  ufed  by  minifters  in  the  various 
forms  of  communicating  iuftru£iions  and  intel- 
ligence. 

Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  ;  he  was  fupported  by  lord  North,  and  the 
divifion  by  which  it  was  carried  demonilrated 
the  weaknefs  of  the  other  body  of  oppofition, 
who  could  only  produce  forty-fix  votes,  againfi 
%id.         ^^^  hundred  and  nineteen.  "  In  a  few  days  the 

houfe  adjourned  for  the  Chriftmas  recefs. 
oethjan.        DuRiNG  this  interval  the  preliminaries  of 
mLim*  peace  were  executed  by  France  and  Spain, 
fiesfigncd.      Amertca  gained  by  her  treaty  a  full  recog- 
ef tken^.  ^'ti<^^ of  thethirteenprovincesas  free,  fovereign, 
ty  with    "  and  independent  fiates.  The  boundaries  of  their 
^^■'•^*  *   territory  were  accurately,  and  for  America,  ad- 
vantageoufly  fettled.   The  people  had  liberty  to 
take  fifh  on  all  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  but 
tiot'to  dry  or  cure  them  in  any  of  his  majefty's 
fettled  dominions  in  America ;  and  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Miffiffippi,  from  its  fourcc  to  the 
ocean,  was  free  to  both  parties. 

It  was  alfo  agreed  that  congrefs  ihould  re- 
commend to  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpeftive 
Hates,  to  provide  for  the  reftitution  of  all  eitates, 
rights,  and  properties  belonging  to  real  Britiih 
fubjeds,  ana  to  perfons  refident  in  diftrids  in 

the 
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the  king's  pofleffion,  who  had  not  borne  arms  chap, 
againft  them.    All  other  perfons  were  at  liberty    ^^^Q 
to  remain  a  year  in  any  of  the  provinces,  for  the      1785. 
purpofe  of  obtaining  their  confifcated  eftates, 
congrefs  recommending  to  the  feveral  legifla- 
tures,  a  rcconfideration  or  revifion  of  the  laws  of       . , 
forfeiture,  and  a  reftitution  of  property,  on  pay- 
ment, by  thedifpoffeffed  proprietors,  of  the  fums 
for  which  it  had  been  fold  to   others.     No 
future  confifcations  were  to  be  made,  or  profc- 
cutions  commenced ;  but  all  prifoners,  military 
and  political,  to  be  liberated. 

Br  the  treaty  with  France,  the  right  of  that  France  a 
nation  to  Mi  at  Newfoundland,  and  in  the 
Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  was  re-eftablifhed  on 
the  fame  footing  as  in  the  treaties  of  Utrecht 
and  Paris,  except  that,  for  the  prevention  of 
difputes,-the  limits  were  more  accurately  de- 
fined and  reftrained.  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon 
were  furrendered  to  France. 

In  the  Weft  Indies,  Great  Britain  reftored  St. 
Lucie,  and  ceded  Tobago  ;  and  France  reftored 
Grenada  with  its  dependencies,  St.  Vincent's, 
Dominica,  St.  Chriftopher's,  Nevis,  and  Mont- 
ferrat 

Great  Britain  ceded  to  France  the  river 
of  Senegal  in  Africa,  with  its  dependencies  and 
forts,  and  the  ifland  of  Goree ;  retaining  the 
poffeffion  of  Fort  James,  and  the  river  Gambia, 

Th£  French  regained  all  their  eftablilhments 
in  Orifla  and  Bengal,  with  liberty  to  make  a 
ditch  round  Chandernagore,  and  fecurity  for 
profecuting  their  accuftomed  commerce  either 
by  a  company  or  individuals.  Pondicherry 
and  Carical  were  reftored,  with  the  reftrvation 
of  a  right  to  certain  circumjacent  dependencies. 
The  French  alfo  regained  Mah^  and  the  Comp* 
N  N  «  toir 
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UAr  of  Sunt,  with  liberty  of  commerce  in  that 
part  of  India* 

"TJSJT'       Great  Britain  abrogated  and  fupprefled 
all  articlea  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  relative  to 
the  demolition  of  Dunkirk. 
g  ^^  The  treaty  with  Spain  comprized  but  few 

^^^  obje^ ;  Minorca  and  £a(l  Florida  were  ceded 
by  Great  Britain,  and  the  Catholic  king  re- 
tamed  Weft  Florida,  but  guaranteed  the  un* 
molefted  right  of  cutting  logwood  in  the  bay 
of  Honduras,  and  reftored  Providence  and  th( 
Bahama  iflands.  * 
Trace vidi  HottAKD  aifo  agreed  to  a  cefTation  of  hof- 
HoUand.     tilities ;  but  the  preliminaries  with  that  power 

were  not  yet  arranged. 
AfFiirt  of  A1.TH0UGH  the  public  attention  was  chiefly 
Ireland,  abforbed  by  the  terms  on  which  peace  was 
obtained,  another  obje6l  firil  claimed  the  inter- 
ference of  parliament.  Since  the  repeal  of  the 
declaratory  aft  of  George  I.  the  Irilh  had  been 
iniligated  to  inlift  on  nirther  conceffions,  and 
cavil  at  the  re{lri6lions  fuppofed  to  be  implied 
in  the  laft.  When  the  abrogation  of  that  ad 
was  propofed,  Mr.  Flood  infiued  that  the  Britifh 
government  did  not  difclaim  the  principle 
on  which  it  was  founded,  the  renunciation 
of  which  was  neceflary.  A  long  altercation 
enfued  between  him  and  Mr.  Grattan,  who  had 
pledged  himfelf  to  the  Englifti  miniftry  that  a 
iimple  repeal  would  be  fuflicient.  The  conteft 
did  not  much  agitate  the  public  mind,  but  the 
popular  opinion,  though  at  firfl  agreeing  with 
that  of  Grattan,  afterwards  inclined  in  favour 

«  .See  the  prelimtnaty  treaties^  and  proviiional  articles,  in  the 
Debates,  and  the  Annual  Regifter  for  1722.  The  Bahamas  wtre 
ivcaptured  before  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 

of 
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of  Mr.  Flood's  doArines.    The  queftion,  how-  chap. 
ever,  fubfidcd ;  but  lord  Temple,  who  fucceeded   J^^ 
the  duke  of  Portland,  during  whofe  adminiftra-     '781. 
tioQ  thedifcufiion  arofe»  thought  it  right  that  it 
ihould  be  fettled  in  the  inoft  decifive  manner, 
and  recommended  a  bill  of  renunciation.    The 
king  mentioned  the  affairs  of  Ireland  in  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  before  the  recefs,  ^^^  ^^' 
colonel  Fitzpatrick  required  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  minifters  to  the  infufficiency  of  the 
repealing  aft.     He  founded  his  application  on 
a  decifion  of  the  court  of  king's  bench  in 
England,  on  a  long  depending  writ  of  error, 
brought  before  the  repeal  of  the  ilatute  of 
George  I.  which  the  court  had  been  obliged  by 
the  courfe  of  legal  proceedinff  to  determine, 
but  which  ferved  as  a  theme  tor  popular  ani- 
madverfion. 

Ok  the  firft  day  of  tranfa£iing  bufmefs  after  asd  j«u 
the  recefs,  Mr.  Townfliend,  the  fecretary  of     '^'s* 
ilate,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
removing  doubts  concerning   the    legiflative 
rights  of  the  parliament  and  courts  of  Ireland, 
and  preventing  the  adjudication  of  any  writ  of 
error  or  appeal  from  that  kingdom  in  the  courts 
of  Great  Britain.  The  debate  which  enfued  did 
not  originate  in  any  oppoiition  to  the  motion,  but 
in  the  defire  of  many  members  to  explain  their 
political  fcntiments  refpefting  Ireland,  and  the 
condu6i  of  the  preceding  and  prefent  adminif- 
trations,  which  had  given  vigour  to  difcontent, 
and  rendered  the  people  of  that  country  inca- 
pable of  being  fatisfied  with  moderate  concef- 
iions.    The  debates  in  the  fubfequent  fiages  of  19th  Feb. 
the  bill  were  animated,  and  involved  a  difcuf-  J^^^u 
lion,  whether  treafons  committed  in  Ireland 
could  be  tried  in  Great  Britain,  under  the 
ilatute  of  Henry  YUh  ?  the  prevailing  opiiyoa 

N  N  3  was 
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c  ^j^^'  ^as  in  favour  of  the  affirmative,  that  law  hav- 
y^^^  '"g  bc^n  confirmed  by  an  Irifti  fbtute;  and 
«78s.     the  bill  paffed. 
4thMirch.     'Before  its  arrival  in  the  upper  houfe,  Mr, 
Townfliend  was  created  a  peer,  by  the  title  of 
lord  Sydney,  and  again  appeared  the  promoter 
x4tbAprii.  of  the  mcafure.     A  long  and  acrimonious  de- 
bate was  maintained  on  the  fecond  reading, 
but  it  pafled  without  a  divifion. 
to*'*  a"'        When  the  preliminary  and  provifional  arti- 
Febniary.   cles  of  peacc  wcre  fubmitted  to  both  houfes, 
Preiiroiiu-  and  cvcry  day  produced  queries  or  obfervationa 
bdfore"par-  which  Ihcwcd  the  utmoft  anxiety  for  difcuiTion, 
liament.     a  uew  political  arrangement  materially  affe£led 
^ition    the  ftate  of  parties.     While  thofe  who  were  at- 
loHNorth  tached  to  the  opinions  and  principles  of  the 
and  Mr.     miniftry,  of  lord  North,  and  of  Mr.  Fox,  were 
^^         feparate,  the  affairs  of  government  could  not 
be  efficiently  conduced.     The  terms  of  peacc 
were  likely  to  produce  great  diverlities  of  opi- 
nion ;  and  unlefs  the  cabinet  was  ftrengthen- 
ed   by  an  alliance  with  one  of  the  oppofition 
patties,  they  could  not  hope  to  maintain  their 
loADec.  fituations.     Lord  Keppel  had  retired  with  dif* 
'^  *'     guft  in  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  lord  Hawke ;  biit  it  was  apparent, 
that  among  the  remaining  members  of  admi- 
niftration,  fome  entertained  political  opinions 
hoftile  to  their  colleagues.    The  moft  natural 
aflbciation  was  a  re-union  of  the  miniftry  with 
thofe  who  had  lately  feceded,  and  overtures 
for  that  purpofc  were  made  to  Mr.  Fox ;  but 
in  his  bofbm  indignation  againft  lord  Shelburne 
was  more  lively  than  againft  lord  Nortfe,  to 
whom  he  had  made  advances  for  reconciliation. 
When,  therefore,  a  propofition  was  conveyed 
to  him  from  lord  Shelburne,  to  accept  an  offi- 
cial fituation,  he  peremptorily  refufed  it,  when 

toM 
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told  that   lord   North   was  tp  be  excluded,  chaf. 
The  miiiillry   were  therefore  prepared  for  a   J^^^ 
new  and    ftrenuous    oppofition    in  difcuffing     «7»i« 
the  treaties;  but  the  public,    unapprized    of 
the  arrangement,  were  left  open  to  every  im- 
preflion  which   wonder   and  prejudice  could 
excite. 

Although,  on  the  day  appointed  for  de-  i>ebatcio« 
bating  the  preliminary  articles,  no  call  of  the  ^  ***^' 
houfe  was  ordered,  upward  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  members  attended.  The  addrefs  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Wilberforce.  Two  amendments  were  pro- 
pofed ;  the  one  by  lord  John  Cavendiih,  re- 
ferving  to  the  houfe  a  power  of  difapproving 
the  terms ;  the  other  by  lord  North,  expreffing 
the  regard  of  parliament  for  the  loyalifts ;  but 
both  amendments  concurred  in  maintaining 
inviolate  the  articles  for  which  the  public  faith 
was  pledged. 

In  fupport  of  the  original  addrefs,  it  wa« 
ur^ed  that  the  quellion  Ihould  be  reduced  to 
this  point ;  whether  fuch  a  peace  as  the  mini- 
ftry  had  made,  was  preferable  to  the  war  in 
which  they  found  the  country  involved?  The 
intereft  of  the  public  debt  was  increafed  from 
four  millions  and  a  half  to  nine  millions  and  a 
half,  and  a  permanent  burthen  was  entailed  on 
the  land  equal  to  ten  (hillings  in  the  pound. 
At  the  cloie  of  the  laft  war,  the  neceffity  of 
peace  was  fupported  by  the  wifeft  authorities, 
and  their  arguments  would  be  much  more 
applicable  to  the  prefent  period.  For  a  peace 
fo  necelfary  we  paid  to  France  and  Spain,  one 
fmall  ifland  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  two  Flo- 
lidas,  Minorca  difmantled,  and  therefore  ufe- 
lefs,  and  fome  immaterial  advantages  in  fiihery, 
and  Baft  India  fettlements.  Lefs  it  could  not 
K  N  4  be 
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CHAP,  be  fuppofed  they  would  exadt,  confidering  the 
^J^  humiliating  terms  impofed  on  them  in  1762. 
iri|.  Independence  to  America  was  no  conceflion, 
fince  Great  Britain  could  not  deprive  her  of  it, 
and  the  houfe  had  in  the  lad  femon  precluded 
every  fuch  attempt:  the  extenfion  of  then- 
boundary  was  to  us  no  difadvantage ;  but  the 
limits  were  well  chofen  in  lakes  and  rivers,  for 
the  prevention  of  future  contefts.  We  were  with* 
out  an  ally,  and  had  knocked  for  peace  at 
every  door;  the  prefent  terms  coula  not  be 
cenfured,  unlefs  it  were  proved  that  the  differ- 
ence between  them,  anu  tho£;  which  we  had 
a  right  to  exped,  was  equivalent  to  the  ex** 
pence  of  fixteeu  or  twenty  millions,  the  charge 
of  another  year's  conteft.  Sufficient  was  ftill 
left  to  render  the  country  great  and  flourifli* 
ing;  but  if  the  treaties  did  not  receive  the 
fan^ion  of  parliament,  no  future  adminiilration 
could  make  fuch  a  peace,  as  the  necefllties  of 
the  country  might  require. 

The  advocates  of  the  amendments  argued, 
that  the  true  queftion  to  be  difcuffed,  was  not 
whether  tlie  peace  was  preferable  to  the  war ; 
but  whether,  under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
a  better  peace  could  not  have  been  obtained  ? 
And  to  this  they  m'ouUI  anfwer,  a  woife  could 
not  have  been  concluded.  It  beggared  all  the 
treaties  tliat  ever  had  exifted  iu  infamy  and 
difgrace,  and  rendered  all  quarters  of  the  globe 
witncffes  of  the  difmembcrment  and  difunion 
of  the  Britifli  empire.  From  a  pei'ufal  of  the 
various  articles,  it  would  appear  to  be  a  peace 
patched  up  for  the  prefent,  rather  than  one 
which  pix)mifed  permanence ;  for  the  prean^ble 
of  each  treaty  compared  M'ith  the  articles  feemed 
not  to  have  been  penned  at  the  fame  time,  of 
dictated  by  any  concurrence  or  congeniality 
^  Of 
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of  fcntiment.     Fox  in  particular  challenged  CHA*. 
the  cabinet  niinifters  to  produce,  or  authorize    y^^, 
him  to  produce  the  peace  he  had  projefted ;  it     tj%t. 
iras  in  the  office,  and  if  it  could  he  exhibited 
to  his  difadvantage,   he  was  content  to  be 
confidered  as  a  man  capable  of  advifing  a  worfe 
peace  than  the  prefent. 

In  an  able  analyfis  of  the  treaties,  lord 
North  obferved,  that  the  pemiiffion  to  fortify 
St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  had  been  carefully 
avoided  on  all  former  occalions ;  it  would  ma- 
terially affeft  the  Newfoundland  fifhery,  and 
enable  France  to  carry  it  on,  even  in  time  of 
war.  The  importance  of  St,  Lucie,  was  proved 
by  the  ceflion  of  five  conquered  iflands  as  an 
equivalent.  In  Africa,  Great  Britain  had  re- 
ftored  all ;  and  in  India,  the  French  were  re- 
inftated  in  their  former  eftablifliments,  with 
many  unufual  advantages-  And  although 
Dunkirk  was  no  longer  to  be  held  in  the  fame 
eftimation  as  it  was  confidered  by  the  framers 
of  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  ftill  the  reftraint  on 
France  was  honourable  to  Great  Britain,  and 
the  abrogation  of  former  treaties  impolitic  if 
not  unnecciTary.  To  keep  an  Englilh  com- 
miffary  on  the  territories  of  an  enemy  for  the 
purpole  of  reporting  and  preventing  the  ereftion 
of  walls  or  fortifications,  or  even  the  cleaning 
of  a  harbour  for  the  admiflion  of  fliips  exceed- 
ing a  certain  burthen,  perpetuated  the  former 
vidories,  and  exalted  the  prefent  power  of 
Great  Britain,  while  it  debafed  the  dignity  of 
the  French.  They  had  not,  it  was  true,  forti- 
fied Dunkirk  during  the  war,  becaufe  they 
had  been  obliged,  at  the  conclufion  of  every 
former  peace,  to  deftroy  fortifications,  and 
had  learnt  by  experience  to  avoid  unavailing 
f  xpence ;  but  in  a  future  conteft,  Great  Britain 

would 
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CHAP,    ^^ould  experience  all  the  evils  which  rendered 
XLV.      the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  neccflary. 

'^ti!^  Lord  North  confidered  the  ceflion  of 
Minorca  to  Spain  unfortunate,  that  of  Eail 
Florida  improvident;  as  it  was  rendered  of 
additional  value  fince  the  lofs  of  Weft  Florida. 
The  permiffion  to  cut  logwood,  was  a  nugatory 
ftipulation,  as  no  diftrid  was  afligned.  The 
Bahama  iilands  were  not  comparable  in  value 
to  the  Florida  loft,  and  the  Florida  ceded,  as 
they  afforded  fuch  abundant  means  of  annoy- 
ing the  Jamaica  trade.  Minorca  was  of  more 
value  than  even  the  impregnable  Gibraltar; 
on  account  of  its  harbours,  climate,  and  ex- 
cellent water  for  fhipping.  By  the  ceflion  of 
the  Floridas  and  Minorca,  we  had  given  to 
Spain  fecurity  for  her  commerce,  particularly 
the  gold  trade,  and  the  means  of  enfeebling 
our  own. 

In  his  objeAions  to  the  provifional  articles 
with  America,  lord  North  was  joined  by  many 
other  members.  The  preamble  of  the  treaty 
declared  reciprocal  advantage  and  mutual  con- 
venience to  be  its  bafis;  but  it  contained  the 
moft  important  conceflions  on  our  part,  with- 
out the  fmalleft  balance  or  equipoife  to  fupport 
the  boafted  reciprocity.  If  neceflity  compel- 
led us  to  accept  terms  fo  difgraceful,  the  men- 
tion of  reciprocity  was  a  wanton  addition  of 
infult  to  injury. 

The  bouncfaries  were  not  only  new  in  their 
nature,  but  fo  generous  in  their  principle,  that 
the  Americans  acquired  a  trad  including 
twenty-four  Indian  nations  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  Canada,  a  trad  where  many  forts  had  been 
ereded  and  retained  at  a  vaft  expence.  The 
boundary  dcfignated  in  the  ftatute  book,  by 
the  Quebec  a6l,  would,  by  keeping  the  Ame- 
ricans 
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ricans  at  a  diftance,  have  preferved  the  perma- 
nence of  friendihip,  but  by  the  prefent  boun* 

dary,  they  could  approach  within  twenty-four  "T^ 
miles  of  Montreal  As  if  naked  independence 
was  not  a  fufficient  pr^pf  of  liberality,  minifiry 
had  cloathed  it  witli  the  warm  covering  of  the 
fur  trade,  and  beiides  Charleftown,  New  York, 
Long  Ifland,  and  Penobfcot,  had  furrendered 
all  the  valuable  forts  in  the  back  fettlemeuts. 

In  the  fpirit  of  pretended  reciprocity,  we 
had  given  the  Americans  an  unlimited  right 
to  fifh  in  Newfoundland,  and  the  gulph  of 
St.  Lawrence,  even  in  the  parte  reforted  to  by 
firitifli  fiihermen ;  but,  as  if  every  flipulation 
of  apparent  advantage  to  Great  Britain  had  " 
been  ftudioufly  avoided,  we  had  not  contra6ied 
for  the  right  of  iiihing  on  any  of  their  coafis, 
or  in  any  of  their  bays  or  creeks.  How  could 
they  claim,  or  we  grant  fuch  a  right,  after 
the  efiabliihment  of  independency  had  fepa- 
rated  them  from  the  fovereignty  of  Great 
Britain  ? 

Even  in  fmaller  objeAs  reciprocity  feemcd 
a  mere  mockery:  we  were  to  withdraw  our 
fleets  and  armies,  and  evacuate  the  American 
ftates ;  prifoners  on  both  iid^s  were  to  be  libe 
rated,  and  we  to  yield  up  the  American  forti- 
fications with  the  American  artillery ;  but  no 
covenant  was  referved  for  reftoring  to  Great 
Britain,  Britiili  artillery.  The  pretended  right 
ctf  navigating  the  Mimflippi,  was  iutirely  de-* 
lufive.  We  were  excluded  by  the  northern 
boundary ;  the  Americans  poflefled  the  Eaft ; 
the  Weft  had  been  ceded  by  the  peace  of  Paris 
to  the  French,  who  had  fince  granted  it  to 
Spain,  and  hy  the  prefept  treaty,  that  power 
obtained  each  ihore  at  its  mouth.  Where  then 
was  this  navigation  fo  free  apd  open  to  com- 
mence? 
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CHAP,  mence?  Or  whs(t  poiTeiTion  of  it  could  Great 
^^?^  firitain  ever  acquire,  except  the  nomination 
^JCr  in  the  treaty  ? 

The  fituation  of  the  loyalifts  and  inhabitants 
of  Eaft  Florida  was  defcanted  on  with  peculiar 
force.  The  abandonment  of  thofc  unfortunate 
men,  without  refervation  of  their  civil  and  re- 
ligtous  rights,  to  an  incenfed  and  vengeful 
power,  was  horrible  and  difgraceful;  never 
were  the  honour,  humanity,  principles,  and 
policy  of  a  nation  fo  grofsly  abufed.  The  de* 
gradation  of  fending  unmanly  petitions  from 
government  to  congrefs,  on  behalf  of  the 
wretched  loyalifts,  was  equalled  only  by  the 
infamy  of  unconditionally  afligning  over  the 
loyal  inhabitants  of  Florida. 
.  It  might  be  urged  that  parliament,  in  de- 
claring the  Americans  independent,  had  made 
the  peace,  and  were  therefore  refponfible  for 
any  improper  conceflions  or  refiorations ;  but 
parliament  did  not  give  inftruftions  for  the 
ceffion  of  Charleftown,  New  York,  Penobfcot, 
Khodeliland,  Detroit,  and  the  fiflieries.  Par- 
liament did  not  order  the  defertion  of  the  loy- 
alifts ;  parliament  had  not  given  countenance 
to  thofe  a6ls ;  and  therefore  not  they,  but  the 
minifters,  were  accountable  to  the  people. 

Ik  reply  it  was  obferved,  that  the  clamours 
againft  the  treaties  were  loud  in  proportion  to 
their  in juftice ;  as  men  in  general,  when  they 
complain  without  caufe,  complain  without 
temper.  On  a  candid  confideration  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  country,  the  peace  would  be 
^und  as  good  as  we  had  a  right  to  expeft,  and 
one  that  promifed  permanence.  The  fortifica- 
tion of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  had  been  de- 
elftred  by  the  moft  judicious  officers  a  meafure 
which  could  give  no  juft  caufe  of  apprefaenfion. 

The 
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The  pofition  aflignedfor  the  French  fishery  at  crap* 
Newfoundland,  was  lels  advantageous  than  they  ^^^ 
held  before;  and  their  greater  diftancefrom  the     »?••• 
Britilh  fifheries  rendered  difputes  lefs  probable. 
The  reftoration  of  St  Lucie,  and  odier  ceflions 
in  the  Weft  Indies  and  Africa,  were  juftified  on 
pleas  of  propriety  or  neceffity ;   and  thofe  in 
India  were  made  under  the  cognieance,  and 
with  the  confent  of  ^e  Eaft  India  company. 
This  fad  was  inconteftably  proved  by  Sir  Henry 
Fletcher,  one  of  the  fecret  committee  of  direc- 
tors, who  declared  that  the  terms  comprized  in 
the  articles  of  peace,  were  unanimoufly  approved 
by  that  committee  at  the  India  houfe,  and  in 
an  able  fpeech  fpeciiically  defended  them. 

With  refpe6t  to  America,  the  houfe  was 
reminded  that  arefolution  of  laft  year  had  put 
a  padlock  on  the  Britiih  fword.    The  bill  en- 
abling his  majefty  to  grant  independence,  liadi 
pointed  put  the  path  to  peace ;   and  as  it  was 
obvioufly  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  to  eftab* 
}i(li  as  clofe  a  conmiercial  union  as  poUtble  with 
the  United  States,  it  would  have  been  illiberal, 
and  impolitic  to  withhold  any  thing  which 
tliey  might  reafonably  expeft.     Far  from  agree- 
ing that  the^Americans,  by  ceafiiig  to  be  Bri- 
tifli  fubjefts,  had  loft  all  right  to  the  fifheries, 
it  was  the  willi  of  niinifters  to  make  no  fuch  dif- 
tinftions,  but  confider  the  Americans  as  bre- 
thren ;    and  leave  them  no  caufe  to  regret  that 
they  were  not  Britifli  fubjefts.     Their  filhing 
terminated  before  our's  began,  and  it  would  not 
be  poflible  to  prevent  their  full  ufe  of  the  right; 
without  maintaining  a  fquadron  continually  on, 
that  ftation. 

Th£  alignment  of  boundaries  was  defended 
on  principles  of  nature  and  policy :  by  their 
charters,  leveral  provinces  had  various  degrees 

of 
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c  H  K.K  of  extent  northward,  particularly  Virginia;  and 
^^  the  line  drawn  in  the  flatute  book  for  Canada 
i7ts.  had  been  one  caufe  of  the  American  difcon^ 
tents,  which  it  was  furely  not  our  intereft  to 
revive.  The  fur  trade  was  at  heft  a  matter  re- 
lating to  individuals  only,  and  private  conii- 
derations  mud  give  place  to  public  good ;  but 
in  fad  enough  of  Canada  was  retarnra  to  afford 
ample  fcope  for  that  commerce.  The  forta, 
about  the  furrender  of  which  fo  much  had  been 
advanced,  were  improvidently  built  in  fitua- 
tions  where  block-houfes  or  abbatis  would  have 
anfwered  every  purpofe;  and  for  Detroit,  another 
chief  fort  might,  at  afmall  expence,  be  erefted 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river. 

Ministers  were  not  lefs  affefted  than  other 
individuals  at  the  condition  of  the  loyalifts ; 
but  the  utmoft  conceffion  had  been  obtained 
for  them,  which  could  be  infifted  on,  without 
foregoing  all  hopes  of  peace.  If  the  recom- 
mendation of  congrefs  to  the  American  ftates 
Aould  be  unfuccefsful,  government  would  be 
in  honour  bound  to  afford  the  fufferers  a  com* 
penfation.  But  on  the  other  band,  the  article 
which  permitted  the  uninterrupted  recovery  of 
debts,  was  highly  beneficial  to  Great  Britain;^ 
and  Mr.  Dundas  declared  that  the  merchants 
of  Glafgow,  to  whom  a  full  third,  if  not  two 
thirds  of  the  American  debts  were  due,  had 
tranfmitted  their  thanks  to  minifters  for  the 
ilipul^tion. 

At  half  paft  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning, 

the  amendments  were  carried  by  a  majority  of 

fixteen.'' 

Debates  in      I^  the  houfe  of  lords  the  earl   of  Carliile 

the  bouie    movcd  an  amendment  fimilar  to  that  of  lord 


•f  lords* 


^  The  fallacy  of  this  argument  lias  been  completely  proved. 
*  2S4  to  ftoS* 

North. 
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North.  The  debate  was  long,  and  replete  with 
perfonality  ;  but  the  attack  and  defence  of  the 
treaties  was  notdiftinguifhed  by  any  particular  i?^!^ 
variation  from  thofe  in  the  lower  houfe.  In 
anfwer  to  an  affertion,  that  the  recommendation 
of  congrefs  in  behalf  of  the  loyalifts  might  be 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  lord  Sackville  read  a 
refolution  of  the  legiflature  of  Virginia,  made 
in  confequence  of  the  proviConal  treaty,  declar- 
ing all  demands  or  requefts  of  theBritifh  court 
for  the  reftitution  of  confifcated  property  un- 
fupported  by  law,  equity,  or  policy,  and  in- 
admirtible.  The  amendment  was,  however, 
rejefted/ 

The  united  parties,  now  currently  known  by  »,»  FeU 
the  title  of  the  coalition^  followed  their  vi6lory  Rcfoiu. 
by  producing,  through  lord  John  Cavendiih,  a  Scmning' 
feries  of  refolutions,  avowing  the  determination  the  peace. 
of  the  houfe  to  preferve  the  peace  inviolate, 
but  declaring  the  conceffions  to  the  adverfa- 
ries  of  Great  Britain,  more  than  they  were  en- 
titled to  claim  from  their  individual  or  relative 
ftrength. 

A  LON&  and  animated  difcuffion-enfued,  iti 
which  the  public  heard  with  furprife,  thpfe  who 
during  the  war  had  been  mod  eloquent  in  de- 
icribing  the  reduced  condition  of  Great  Britain;  ^ 
and  the  inexhauftible  ftrength  and  refources  of 
tlie  enemy,  adopt  a  language  diametrically 
oppofite.  Lord  John  Cavendiili  decried  the  ' 
gloomy  imaginations  of  thofe  who  could  con* 
tinually  brood  over  our  owii  loiTes,  misfortune^ 
debts,  and  difgrace^,  without  taking  a  compar 
xative  view  of  the  enemy.  They  were  not  i^ 
defedivc  in  finance  than  we;  nay,  it  was  a 
gueftion  if  they  could  find  refourcesibr  auothca: 

^  71  to  |9« 

campaign ; 
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CHAP,  campaign;  Spain  had  exhaufied  her  treafury  ia 
XLV.  the unfuccefsful  attack  on  Gibraltar;  America 
^izf  could  only  be  formidable  while  Great  Britain 
employed  armies  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica; Holland  was  not  in  circumOances  to 
claim  facrifices;  and  France  was  equally,  if  not 
more  diftreffed  than  ourfelves.  Fox  adopted 
the  fame  line  of  reafoning,  and  contended  that 
France  never  fupported  a  war  with  more  diffi* 
culty ;  Spain  was  nearly  bankrupt,  and  Ame* 
rica  in  a  ftatc  of  nation  al  poverty.  Lord  North, 
with  more  confifteucy,  urged  fimilar  topics, 
particularly  with  refped  to  America,  contend- 
ing, that  if  congrefs  could  not  raife  money  for 
the  maintenance  of  war  in  their  own  country. 
Great  Britain  had  nothing  to  fear  from  their 
external  efforts ;  and  minifters  might  without 
danger  of  prolonging  hoflilities,  have  urged 
with  more  firmne£s  the  caufe  of  the  unfortunate 
loyali(ls«  In  pioft  of  the  ftates,  he  faid,  the 
people  had  refufed  to  pay  the  tax  levied  by 
congrefs  for  fupport  ot  the  war.  In  Rhode 
ifland,  the  tax-gatherers  were  driven  away  by 
popular  infurrecUon,  and  in  MalTachuflets,  the 
t9»  was  difcounted  wiUiin  the  province,  and 
i|«ver  carried  to  the  public  account  The  re* 
glutton  eisprefiing  cenfure  on  the  minifters  was 
parried  by  a  majority  of  feventeen.* 
K^f^goi^  This  conteik  decided  the  fate  of  adminif- 
ftoDoliord  tra;tion.  Lord  Shelburne  refigned  his  office, 
shdUttrnc  jJiQygjj  a  fuiJceflbr  was  not  immediately  ap- 
pointed ;  nor  did  other  members  of  the  cabinet 
unmodiately  fiollow  his  example.  The  cha- 
tn^tet  and  condu&  of  lord  Shelburne  were  vehe- 
jnently  attacked  during  the  late  debates,  and 
be  feemed  abandoned  to  thefe  aflaults  without 
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ft  defender  in  the  lower  houfe,  except  Mr.  Pitt,  c  H  A  1^< 
who,  in  the  couife  of  an  eloquent  fpeech,  pro-  ^Xj 
nounced  on  him  a  warm  and  pathetic  eulogy.  i7«j. 
That  noble  earl,  like  every  other  man  of  eminent 
ability,  adin^  in  the  firft  department  of  a  great 
llate,  Avas  liable,  he  faid,  to  the  envy  of  lome, 
as  well  as  the  admiration  of 'others.  The  oblo- 
quy, to  which  his  capacity  and  fituation  had 
raifed  him,  was  created  and  circulated  with 
equal  meannefs  and  addrefs;  but  his  merits 
were  as  much  above  panegyric,  as  the  arts  to 
which  he  owed  his  defamation  were  beneath 
attention.  When,  ftript  of  power  and  emolu* 
ment,  he  iliould  once  moredefcend  into  private 
life,  the  offi'cial  fuperiority  which  irritated  the 
feelings  of  his  opponents,  and  that  capacity  of 
conferring  favours  which  all  men  were  fond  of 
poffefling,  would  not  be  obfiacles  to  a  juft  efti^ 
mate  of  his  charader.  He  would  retire  firm 
in  the  dignity  of  his  own  mind,  confcious  of 
having  contributed  to  the  public  advantage; 
and,  if  not  attended  with  the  fulfome  plaudits 
pf  a  mob,  pofTelftd  of  that  iubftantialand  per^ 
inanent  fatisfa£iion  which  arifes  from  the  habi-r 
tual  approbation  of  an  upright  mind.  To  this 
tranfcendent  confolation  he  had  a  title  which 
no  accident  could  invalidate  or  aflfeft ;  he  had  • 

earned  it  dearly  ;  and  with  fuch  a  folid  imder* 
(landing,  and  fo  much  goodnefs  of  heart,  as 
ilamped  his  char^dier,  •  he  was  in  no  danger  of 
lofing  it. 

Op  his  own  appFoaching  retirement^  Mr, 
Pitt  fpoke  with  equal  dimity ;  he  had  never, 
he  faid,  been  eager  to  ga^n,  nor  ihould  he  feel 
great  reludance  at  foregoing  official  advance- 
ipnent.  He  never  ]iad  a  wiih  that  did  not  ter-^ 
fninate  in  the  deareft  interefts  of  the  public  i 
f)ut  lie  would  CQufefs,  he  had  alfo  his  portioi| 
pf   ambition.      High  fituation  fOki  gieat  in-r 
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CHAP,  fluence  were  defirable  to  mod  men;  and  far 
^^^'    from  being  afhamed  to  puifiie,  he  was  folicitoua 


i7«3-     to  poflefs  them  when  they  could  be  acquired 
with  honour,  and  retained  with  dignity.     On 
thefe  refpefiable  conditions,  he  was  not  lelk 
ambitious  to  be  great  and  powerful,  than  it  was 
natural  for  men  to  be  who  had  fuch  brilliant 
examples.    But  even  thefe  obje6ls  he  could  re- 
linquiih,  when  his  duty,  bis  country,  his  cha- 
ra6ler,  or  his  friends,  rendered  the  facrifice  in- 
difpenfable:  he  then  ihould  retire  not  diiap^ 
pointed,  but  triumphant.  He  might  be  divelted 
of  the  privileges  and  emoluments  of  place ;  but 
could  not  be  deprived  of  thefe  habitual  and 
warm  regards  for  the  profperity  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  conftituted  the  happinefs  and  pride 
of  his  life,  and  which  death  only  could  ex  tin- 
guilh.      "  With  this  confolation,''  he  added, 
*'  though  laflettnot  to  defpiie,  I  hope  loon  to 
forget  the  lofe  of  power,  and  the  want  of  for- 
tune/' 

Laudo  manentem ;  fi  celeres  qualit 
Pennas,  refigno  quae  dedit  — 

— — — —  Probamque 

Pauperiem  fine  dote  quaero. 

Paiiiamen-      The  coalition,  thougli  triumphant  in  a  con- 
treason  the  firmed  majority,  did  not  obtain  their  conqueft 
coalition,    without  many   fcvere  animadverfions,  which 
called  forth  all  their  abilities  in  vindication  of 
17th  Feb.    their  conducl,     Mr.  Powys  faid,  the  prelent 
era  was  remarkable  for  ftrange  confederacies; 
great  and  arbitrary  defpots  flood  forth  the  pro- 
testors of  an  infant  republic,  and  in  that  houfc» 
the  lofty  and  fttenuous  aiVertors  of  regal  pre- 
rogative, united  in  alliance  with  the  humble 
worfliippers  of  the  majefty  of  the  people,  the 
moft  determined  advocate  of  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  might  be  feen  hand  in  hand  if ith 
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the  great  purifier  of  the  conftitution.     Mr*  chap, 
DuticUs  alfo  fpoke  in  ludicrous  ridicule,  as  well  yj^^ 
as  pointed  reprobation  of  the  coalition,  which     *7*^ 
was  defended  with  great  humour  by  Burke, 
Sheridan,  and  Lee;    they  difplayed  the  hete- 
rogeneous compofition  of  the  miniftry,  derided 
the  lord  advocate  for  feating  himfeif  between 
Mr.  Pitt   and   Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,   his 
conftant  opponents,  and  reproached  him  for 
his  early  defertion  of  his  old  colleague  lord 
North. 

Fox  defended  tlie  coalition  on  more  broad 
and  liberal  grounds.  If  men  of  honour,  he 
faid,  could  concur  in  points  of  great  national 
concern,  he  law  no  reaibn  for  calling  fuch  an 
event  an  unnatural  junftion.  It  was  neither 
wife  nor  noble  to  maintain  eternal  animoiities  ; 
nor  was  it  juft  or  candid  to  retain  enmity, 
when  the  caufe  had  ceafed.  Tlie  American  war 
caufed  the  hoftility  between  him  and  lord  North, 
that  being  terminated,  it  became  wife  and  can- 
did to  terminate  alfo  the  ill-will,  the  animofity, 
the  feuds,  and  the  rancour  it  had  occafioned. 
*'  When  I  was  the  friend  of  lord  North,"  he 
continued,  "  I  found  him  open  and  fincere ; 
when  the  enemy,  honourable  and  manly ;  he 
never  praftifed  thofe  fubt^rfuges,  tricks,  and 
ftratagems,  thofe  behind-hand  paltry  ma- 
noeuvres, which  deftroy  confidence  between 
human  beings,  and  degrade  the  charafter  of  the 
ftatefman  and  the  man.  It  is  not  in  my  nature 
to  bear  malice,  or  live  in  ill-will ;  my  friend- 
fhips  are  perpetual,  my  enmities  not  fo :  amicitiv 
fempiterme^  inimicitw  placabiks.'' 

Renkwed  attacks  from   Mr.  Powys,  Mr.  ixftFcb, 
Pitt,  and  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  drew  forth,  in  an 
enfuing  debate,  more  explicit  and  detailed  vin- 
dications.    Lord  John  CaveQdjfli  cited  as  a 
0  0%  '  precedent, 
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CHAP,  precedent,  the  famous  coalition  of  parties  in 
£^^  1757,  which  refcued  the  country  from  the 
17^1.  calamities  of  fluduatins^  counfels,  and  carried 
it  to  an  unexampled  pitch  of  glory.  He  avowed 
with  pride  that  he  was  one  of  the  authors  of  the 
prefent  union,  M'hich  he  confidered  eflential  to 
the  falvation  of  the  country.  Fox  repeated 
his  former  arguments,  adding,  that  the  coalition 
had  arifen  only  from  the  neceffity  of  uniting  to 
preferve  the  conftitutional  vigour  of  the  ftate 
from  debility. 

Lord  North,  before  he  entered  into  a  de- 
fence of  the  coalition,  vindicated  his  own  cha- 
rafter  againft  fome  members  who  afferted,  that 
he  was  indebted  only  to  an  excels  of  lenity  in 
his  late  opponents  for  his  perfonal  fafety.  He 
reminded  them  that  he  had  never  abandoned 
his  charader,  connexions,  or  political  prin- 
ciples ;  he  had  ever  been  willing  fairly  and 
honourably  to  meet  the  moft  fcrupulous  in- 
quiry into  the  minuteft  a6lions  of  his  life,  and 
was  now  ready  to  bid  defiance  to  every  fpecies 
of  inveftigation.  Confcious  of  innocence,  he 
was  under  no  apprehenfion  of  incurring  cenfure, 
or  defending  puniflimcnt.  In  the  coalition,  he 
faw  nothing  lurprifing.  Lord  John  Cavendifh 
had  uniformly  difplayed  an  amiable  and  upright 
charafter,  patriotic  and  difinterefted  principles, 
and  a  manly  and  engaging  difpofition.  Dif- 
ferences of  opinion  had  arifen  refpefting  mea- 
fures,  which  though  m'cU  intended  had  unquef- 
tionably  proved  calamitous ;  but  there  were 
times  and  circumftances,  and  emergencies,  when 
all  honourable  men  fl^ould  relinquilh  perfonal 
feuds  and  party  animolities,  to  uiiite  in  gene- 
rous exertions  for  the  common  intercft.  *'  It 
is  alfo  true,"  he  faid,  ''  that  Mr.  Fox,  when 
warm  in  thp  caufe  lie  efpoufed,  has  not  unfrei 
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t^uelitly  made  me  the  butt  of  thofe  inexliaufti-  chap. 
ble  powers  of  afperity,  which  fo  eminently  dif-  J^^^ 
tlnguifh  his  eloquence,  but  he  never  charged     1783. 
me  with  want  of  integrity.     In  the  early  part 
of  his  career  I  knew  him  open, manly,  and  fincere,    . 
his  temper  was  warm,  but  his  nature  senerous^ 
,  and  while  I  admire  the  vaft  extent  of  his  un- 
derdanding,  I  can  rely  on  the  goodnefs  of  his 
heart.     As  an  enemy,  I  have  always  found  him 
formidable,  but  in  ptoportion  as  I  had  reafon  to 
dread  him,  while  our  principles  were  adverfe,  I 
anticipate  greater  profpefl;  of  fuccefs  now  that 
we  unite  with  one  mind  and  one  heart  in  the 
caufe  of  our  country^    And  let  me  hail  it  as 
an  aufpicious  circumllance  in  favour  of  our 
country,  that  thofe  who  were  divided  by  her 
hoftilities,  are  cemented  by  her  peace." 

In  parliament  fuch arguments  as  thele  might  SeniktioB 
have  produced  their  defired  effeft^  coalitions  ^^*5 
of  political  leaders,  who  had  not  been  lefs  yio-  ^"  *^* 
lent  in  mutual  oppoiition  than  lord  North  and 
;Mr>  Fox>  were  not  unprecedented,  nor  even 
unc^nmoR ;  and  the  judgment  on  the  coalition 
would  have  been  referred,  as  all'  fuch  tranfac- 
tions  ihould  be,  not  to  the  canfes  but  effeQs. 
If  twi3  ftatefmen,  from  afituation  of  hoftile  ex- 
afperation,  had  formed  an  amicable  union,  evea 
for  mere  purpofes  of  ambition,  without  a  pre- 
tence to  public  fnirit,  it  could  not  operate  as  a 
juft  motive  for  their  inftantaneous  condemna- 
tion. A  jealous  vigilance^^night  be  reafonably 
exercifed,  and  their  actions  fcrutinized  with  the 
moft  fcrupulous  ftrifinefs,  but  their  condufl  in 
office  or  in  oppofition,  and  not  their  conjun- 
tion,  Ihould  form  thp  theme  of  cenfure.  Such 
is  the  liberal  manner  of  coniidering  fuch  an 
event;  fo  had  former  tranfadions  of  fimilar 
tendency  been  confidered ;  and  the  fame  can- 
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CHAP,  dour  would  probably  have  been  extended  to 
^^^^^^  the  prefent  cafe,  had  not  the  parties  in  oppofi-^ 
1^83.  tion  to  lord  North  totally  altered  the  frame  of 
the  public  mind  on  fuch  topics.  Formed  them- 
felves  of  heterogeneous  and  contending  bodies, 
the  refidue  of  all  parties  and  connexions,  their 
alarms  Mere  always  excited  by  mutual  jealouiy 
and  want  of  confidence.  None  trufted  in  the 
fiimnefs  of  his  aflbciates;  but  alt  were  appre- 
henfive  that  on  a  proper  invitation,  tliofe 
with  whom  they  were  rather  combined  than 
connefted,  would  dcl'ert  their  caufe  and  unite 
with  the  miniftry.  Hence  every  intimation  of 
the  neceflity  of  union  among  public  men, 
was  received  with  violent  refentment  by  the 
opnofition ;  and  thofc  who  acquired,  or  were 
fulpeded  of  an  intention  to  obtain  fituations 
under  government,  were  aflailed  with  cla- 
morous invectives,  as  betrayers  of  public  prin- 
ciple, and  deferters  from  the  caufe  of  the  coun- 
try. Fox  in  particular,  had  exprefled  thofc 
fentiments  with  the  warmth  Which  marked  his 
charafter;  and  for  which,  though  allowances 
might  be  made  by  men  of  difcernment,  they 
could  not  be  obtained  from  the  public,  who 
were  conftantly  reminded  of  every  rafli  or  ex- 
aggerated expreflion,  which  the  heat  of  debate, 
Or  the  neceflity  of  atlding  force  to  a  political 
union,  might  have  engendered.  The  public 
had  been  made  arbiters  in  every  political  dif- 
pute;  to  them  were  referred  the  charafters, 
connexions,  and  motives  of  ftatefmen,  and  their 
obfervations  were  often  direded  to  thofe,  when 
meafures  or  fyftems  alone  fliould  have  engaged 
their  attention. 

It  was  not  therefore  a  difficult  talk  to  excite 

a  loud  and  inceflant  clamour  againft  the  late 

tnonftrous  (as  it  was  called)  coalition.    All  the 
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Vehicles  of  flander  were  employed  to  diff'ufe  a  chap. 
hatred,  horror,  and  contempt  of  the  two  par-  XL  v. 
ties ;  every  unfavourable  impreffion,  which  had  \7«3^ 
been  iliade  current  againft  lord  North,  was 
revived,  and  every  adverfe  declaration  of  Fox 
oftentatioufly  difplayed.  In  no  action  of  his 
life  had  Fox  difplayed  more  greatnefs  of  mind,' 
and  lefs  difcernment,  than  in  the  coalition. 
The  fmall  number  of  his  adherents  afforded  him 
little  hope  of  a  fpeedy  return  to  power ;  but  the 
vaft  extent  of  his  popularity,  the  luftre  refleft* 
ed  on  his  charafter  by  his  late  magnanimous 
Tefignation,  and  the  unpopularity  of  lord  Shel* 
butne,  rendered  him  more  formidable  as  an  op- 
ponent than  any  other  individual  in  the  king- 
dom. It  could  hardly  efcape  his  penetration, 
that  advantage  would  be  taken  of  his  intempe- 
rate declarations  in  parliament  while  lord  North 
was  minifter,  to  fully  the  coalition;  but  per- 
haps he  relied  with  too  much  confidence  on 
his  own  powers,  or  on  the  predileftion  of  the 
people,  to  think  that  fuch  efforts  would  be  at- 
tended with  permanent  fuccefs.  Of  the  mo-  ^th March, 
mentary  difpolition  of  the  public,  he  had  a  mor- 
tifying fample  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  elec- 
tors of  Weftminftei',  where  his  condud,  was  in- 
veftigated  with  uncommon  feverity,  and  not- 
withfianding  an  elw|uent  defence  by  himfelf, 
and  the  labours  of  many  of  his  frrends,  a  vote, 
approving  his  general  public  conduft,  was  ob- 
tained with  difficulty,  and  another  in  the  fame 
words  was  paffed  in  favour  of  Sir  Cecil  Wray, 
the  diftinguifljed  opponent  of  the  coalition. ' 

Lord  North  made  ftill  greater  facrifices 
than  Fox.  His  perfonal  charafter  was  daily 
triumphing    over    the    calumnies    advanced 

'  See  the  proceedingi  in  the  Remembrancery  vol.  vf»  p.  ^os* 
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CHAP,  againft him  while  in  office,  and  the  number  o^ 
xj^^^  h>s  adherents  was  daily  augmenting.  He  held 
i7«j.  the  balance  of  political  power;  ne  received 
applications  from  both  parties,  but  made  none. 
He  was  fcnfible  that  he  would  maintain  a  more 
exalted  political  fituatioti  by  remaining;  uncon* 
neftcd  with  either  of  the  other  parties,  but 
he  perceived  that  government,  c^pofed  to  the 
milchiefs  of  a  doubk  oppofition,  diftra^lcd  in  its 
operations  at  fo  critical  a  period,  and  impeded 
in  its  progrefs  towards  the  reftoration  of  calm 
and  regularity,  would  ceafe  to  be  efficient  or 
refpeftahle.  He  facrificcd,  therefore,  his  pri- 
vate wifljes,  and  acceded  to  propofals  which 
tendered  the  fmalleft  hopes  of  advantage,  ac- 
companied with  the  greateft  portion  of  inevit- 
able obloquy. 
Minifteriai  T^Ht  violcucc  M'hich  prevailed  in  appeals  to 
^m.^'  the  public,  pervaded  all  focieties,  and  occa- 
fioned  an  uncommon  ferment  throughout  the 
nation.  The  firft  lord  of  the  trcafury  had  re-* 
figned,  and  the  other  members  of  adminiftra- 
tion  declared  they  only  retained  their  fitua- 
tions  till  a  new  cabinet  could  be  formed;  but 
the  arrangements  were  fo  hcfct  with  difficul- 
ties, that  days  and  weeks  elapfed  without  ter- 
minating the  folicitudc  of  the  public.  At  an 
important  and  eventful  crifis  the  kingdom  Mas 
left  without  an  efficient  or  rtfponfible  admini- 
ftration ;  while  confufion  and  difcord  bore  fad 
'  teftimoliy  of  the  miftry  of  that   unconltitu- 

tional  ftate,  which  in  the  language  of  the  day 
%ithFcb.  ^yj^g  termed  a  miniilerial  interregnum.  Four 
days  after  the  cenfurc  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons on  the  articles  of  peace,  JDundas  nmved 
an  a<ljournment  for  three  days,  to  afiord 
time  for  completing    the  new   cabinet;  tlie 
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hhbtion  was  granted,  but  when  the  houfe  ft-   CHAPi 
aiTembled,  th^  fubjeft  was  not  mentioned.  ^>-v- 

After  a  lonsf  procraftination,   Mr.   Cokcj    \7«^ 
member  for  Norfolk^  gave  notice,  that  unlefs  isth  Feb. 
an  adminiftration  was  formed  in  three  days  he  iSthMv, 
would  propofe  an  addrefsto  the  king.     He  was  ^^^ij^*}?. 
induced    to  poftpone  his    intention ;    but    at  ^ta. 
kngth  in  an  unufually  full  lioufe,  he  moved  »4tb  Mar. 
^,  requeft  that  his  majefty  would  conlider  the 
diftrafted  and  unfettled  ftate  of  the  empire, 
and  comply  with  the  wiflies  of  the  houfe,   by 
forming  an  adminiftration  entitled  to  the  con- 
fidence of  th6  people,  and  fuch  as  might  tend 
to  terminate  the  unfortunate  divifions  and  dif- 
traftions  of  the  country.     In  a  long  and  ve- 
hement debate,  the  ftate  of  parties  was  difcufs- 
ed,  tl)e  coalition  reprobated  and  defemled,  and 
this  motion  cenfured  by  fome  as  in  invafion 
of  the  royal  prerogative.    The  imputation  of 
fecret  intUience  was  revived,  and  dire^ly.ap-       , 
plied  to  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  who  made  an  able  and 
camUd  reply.     The  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
he  faid,  was  not  fo    limited    as   to  *p'*ofcribe 
any  priv^y  counfellor  from    tlie    prcfence    of 
his  fovereign;   wo   fecret  influence   had   ever 
exifted;    but  M'hen    the    king  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  require  his  attemlanc^e  he  was  obliged 
to  obc^y  the  fummons.      Hie  had  more  than 
ojice  in  th«  laft  five  weeks  been  with  his  ma- 
jefty,  but  nevnei-  welit  except  on  official  bufinefs, 
and  when  exprefsly  required.     The  idea  of  fe- 
.  cret  influence  was  a  popular  trap  for  the  muU 
titude;   it  exiftcd  only  in  imagination,    and 
was  broiiglit  forward  for    poHtical    purpofes. 
He  appealed  to    lord   North,  with  M-hom  he 
bad  the  honour  of  ferving  ten  years,  whether 
the  fecret  influence  fo  inlidioufty  hinted  evei^ 
had  cxiftence;  he  claimed  an  explicit  declara- 
tion, and  fi-om  a  well-founded  confidence  in 

his 
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CHAP,  hislordfliip's  innate  principles  of  honour,  wonfdl 

XLV.    abide  by  his  determination.     Lord  Thurlow, 

^%y.     who  was  alfo  altuded  to  as  one  of  the  fccret 

advifers,  was  equally  exculpated  by  Mr.  Jen* 

kinfon. 

Lord  North  anfwered  this  appeal  with  his 
nfual  integrity  and  candour,  difdaining  to 
fwell  the  popular  cry  againft  an  opponent  by 
falfe  or  equivocal  ftatements ;  he  owned  that, 
during  his  adminiftration,  he  had  never  found 
any  fecret  influence  lurking  behind  the  throne 
which  fruftrated  his  intentions.  He  had  often 
received  advice  from  Mr.  Jehkinfon,  but 
never  knew  that  he  gave  counfel  to  his  fove- 
reign  which  he  could  not  publicly  juftify.  He 
extended  fimilar  teftimony  to  lord  Thurlow, 
declaring  that  he  had  always  found  him  an  able, 
honeft,  and'  upright  man,  and  believed  him 
worthy  of  the  office  he  filled.  The  motion 
was  carried  with  only  four  diflentient  voices, 
ajtfc.  The  king  returned  a  gracious  anfwer  to  the 

a<ldrefs;  ^but  the  difficulties  which  impeded 
the  arrangement  were  not  yet  obviated,  and 
31ft.  the  earl  of  Surrey  moved  a  refolution,  declar- 
ing the  interpofition  of  the  houfe  neceflary  on 
this  alarming  crifis.  Mr.  Pitt  reprobated  the 
propofal,  as  conveying  a  difrcfpeclful  'reflec- 
tion on  the  king's  promife ;  lord  Jx)hn  Ca- 
vendifli  and  lord  North  alfo  declaring  difap- 
probation, '  lord  Surrey  withdrew  it,  fubfti- 
tuting  a  motion  for  an  addrefs,  declaring 
that  delays  in  a  matter  fo  momentous  as 
forming  an  adminiftration,  would  tend  to 
weaken  the  authority  of  government,  retard 
pacific  arrangements,  and  perpetuate  diftrefs 
and  confufion  An  acrimonious  debate  en* 
iiied,  in  which  Mr.  Dundas  infinuated   that 

the 
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the  chancelloT  of  tlie  exchequer  having  that  CHAr« 
4day  refigned  his  fituation,  no  further  diliicul^'    ^^JJm 
ties  would  aiifc.      Mr.  Pitt  had  always  de-     lysj. 
clared  that  he  only  retained  his  office-  till  a 
fucceflbr  could  he  nominated;  and  it  would 
Bot  have  been  repugnant  to  the  wiflies  of  any 
party  that  he  /hould  retain  his  place,  could  other 
conliftent  arrangements  have  been  perfeftcd. 

The  motion  was  withheld  from  a  decifion;  adApni.  ' 
and  anew  adminiftration  was  foon  announced  Ncwmiiu. 
to  the  houfe.     The  cabinet  was  compofed  of   '^' 
the  duke  of  Portland,  firft  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury,  lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  lord  John  Cavendilli  cliancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  lord  Keppel  firft  lord  of  the  admi« 
Talty,  lord  Stormont  prefident  of  the  council, 
and  the  earl  of  Carlille  lord  privy  feal. 

The  great  feal  was  given  in  commiifion  to 
lord  Loughborough,  Mr.  juftice  Aihhurft,  and 
Mr.  baron  Hotham;'  and  lord  Mansfield  was 
appointed  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  lord 
vifcount  Townlhend  was  mafter-general,  Mr. 
Courtenay  furveyor-general,  and  Mr.  Adam 
treafurer  of  the  ordnance.  Colonel  Fitzpa- 
trick  fecretary  at  war,  Burke  paymafter  of 
the  forces,  and  Mr.  Charles  Townihend  trea- 
furer of  the  navy.  Lord  Sandwich  accepted 
the  rangerftiip  ot  St.  James's  and  Hyde  Parks, 
the  earl  of  Cholmondeley  was  appointed  cap- 
tain of  the  yeoman  of  the  guards,  tlie  earl  of 
Jerfey  captain  of  the  band  of  penfioners,  and 
lord  Hinchinbrooke  mafter  of  the  buck* 
hounds,  Mr.  Wallace  and  Mr.  Lee  regained  the 
offices  of  attorney  and  folici tor- general,  Sheri- 

s  The  duke  of  Richmmd  made  a  motion^  3d  June,  to  declare  the 
appointment  of  Judges  to  SiOt  as  commiflloners  of  the  great  feal,  an 
intringemtnt  of  the  13th  of  William  III.  3  which  after  a  bng  debate 
vas  reje^ed  withduc  a.  dLriioiu 

dan 
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CHAP*  dan  and  Richard  Burke  were  fecretaries  to  tfad 
^]^J^    treafury,  and  the  honourable  Mr.  St.  John  and 
lygj,     colonel  North  under  fecretaries  of  ftate.     The 
viccroyalty  of  Ireland  was  conferred  on  the 
earl  of  North ington,  Mr.  William  Windham 
was  appointed  fecretary,  and  Mr.  £den  vice- 
treafurcr  of  that  kingdom. 
Coromer.  4     One  of  the  moft  intcrefting  objeSs,  the  de-* 
courfe^^th  ^^^^^^  ^^  M'hicli  fccnied  partly  fufpended  dur- 
America     ing  the  late  minilicrial  interregnum,  was  the 
regulated,    eftabllfliment  of  a  commercial  intercourfc  with 
America.     This  fubjefl;  claimed  the  early  at- 
tention of  the  lcgi(lature>  Mr.  Hartley  having 
*«th  Jim    on  the  day  after  the  provifional  articles  were 
fubtnitted  to  the  houfc,  recommended  an  inftant 
repeal  of  the  reftraining  aft.       I3ut  however 
piefling  the  confidcration  of  the  fubjeft  might 
feem,  the  moft  eminent  orators  in  parliament 
did  not  appear  to  have  formed  a  juft  and  well 
founded  fyftem,    but  evinced  a  readinefs   to 
rifcjue  the  whole  commercial  welfare  of  the 
kingdom,  for  the  fake  of  fecuring  a  preference 
in  the   commerce  of  the  United   States,    to 
M'bich  an  undue  and  even  ridiculous  value  wa^ 
affixed.      The  minlfiry  were  blamed  for  not 
fubmitttttg  to  the  houie  a  projeft  for  fecuring- 
the  trade  of  America^  combinations  of  other 
countries,  to  the- difad vantage  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  frauds  by  the  merchants  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia  were  apprehemled ;  and  it  was 
even   faid  that  nbt  only  the  n*ftraining  aft 
ought  to  be  repeated,  but  the  navigation   laws 
should  be  made  fubfervient  to  the  commercial 
intercourfe  between  tlie  two  countries. 

Bills  were  accordingly  brought  in  for  re- 
•pealing  the  reftraining  aft,  and  eftabiiihing  a 
;])rovifional  intercourfc^  Avith "  America.  Th6 
former  .paffed  without  much  difficulty  i  in  -dif*- 

c^iffing 
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cuffing  the  other,  fome  enlightened  and  judn  chap. 
cious  members  gave  opinions  which  rectified  ,J^^ 
the  judgment  of  the  houfe  on  the  value  of  <793* 
American  commerce,  and  inculcated  a  proper 
regard  for  the  Britiih  navigation  law,  the  trade 
of  the  Weft  India  iil^inds,  and  the  commercial 
intercourTe  with  Ruiiia  and  other  nations ;  lord 
Sheffield  and  Mr.  Eden  difplayed  great  ability 
in  thefe  debates ;  and  lo/d  Sheffield,  through  the 
medium  of  the  prefs*^  rendered  an  elfential  fer- 
vice  to  the  country,  by  imparting  minute,  pre- 
cife,  and  copious  information,  accompanied 
with  fane  and  liberal  maxims  refpecling  gene- 
ral policy  and  colonial  principles,  tending  at 
once  to  eftablifli  the  real  interefts  of  the  coun* 
try,  and  to.render  her  intercourfe  with  her  late 
colonies  permanent,  advantageous,  and  ho- 
nourable to  both.  Finally,  a  temporary  bill 
palfed  which  became  annual,  abrogating  the 
requifition  of  certain  inftruments  from  fhips  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  and  vefting  in 
the  king  the  power  of  regulating  the  commerr  May^ 
cial  intercoune. 

Another  fubjeft  conne6led  with  America, 
which  claimed  the  attention  of  parliament,  wn 
the  cafe  of  the  loyalifls.  Great  commiferation 
of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  was  expreffed  in 
the  debates  on  the  provifional  articles  of  peace; 
the  conduft  of  Philip  III.  of  Spain  was  fre-j 
quently  cited  in  reproof  of  the  Britiili  minifiry, 
On  concluding  a  truce  with  the  United  States 
of  Holland  in  1Q099  he  obtained  for  his  adhe<^ 
rents  the  enjoyment  of  their  eftatcs,  which 
was  afterwards  fe^ured  to  them  and  their  heirs 

h  ObfervatioM  on  the  navtrition  and  commerce  of  Gnat  Britain^ 
tfffid  of  the  American  States.  They  gave  a  greater  deuil  of  the  com- 
parative (tate  of  navig4tioni^  ixfanufMiirei  and  tindt,  than  had  been 
publiflied  befonpf 
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CHAF.  by  the  treaty  of  Munfter  in  i648;    but  the 

\_^  ':j    loyaliits  of  America,  who  had  foregone  their 

»7«i-      ali  for  GiTat  Britain,  had  no  refource  but  a 

recommendation  of  congrefs  to  the  pFovincial 

«4ihjune.  legiflatures.     Parliament  was  infonned  in  the 
couife  of  the  fcflion,  that  although  congrefa 
^    had  recommended  the  loyal  ifts,  they  would  be 
obliged  to  quit  for  ever  the  American  conti- 
nent, to  avoid  the  implacable  fuiy  of  their  re- 

tTth.  publican  countrymen.  As  an  earneft  of  their 
farther  intentions,  parliament,  in  a  commit- 
tee of  fupply,  granted  to  the  American  officers, 
who  had  ferved  in  volunteer  corps,  their  half- 
pay.  Some  differences  of  opinion  prevailed  on 
the  propriety  of  this  meafure,  which  was  par- 
ticularly fupported  by  lord  Sheflield,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fecuring  fome  immediate  help  for 
the  military;  both  fides  of  the  houfe,  however, 
concurring  in  cordial  and  generous  fentiments 
towards  the  honourable  vidtims  of  perfecution, 
an  ad  was  pafTed,  appointing  commiflioners 
to  inquire  into  tlieir  loffes  and  fervices,  with  & 
view  of  making  compenfation. 

rebates  on      The  general  proceedings  of  this  feffion  were 

tbtioaij.  remarkable  for  the  eagernefs  with  which  the 
oppofing  parties  contended  in  the  race  of  po* 
pularity.  The  new  miniftry  were  compelled, 
by  the  exigencies  of  tlae  times,  to  negotiate  a 
loan  of  twelve  millions  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year,  and  to  provide  ways  and  means  for  pay- 
ing the  intereft,  with  unufual  dilpatch.     The 

5th  May.  teims  wcre  arraigned  with  great  fe verity ;  and 
lord  Shelburne  made  a  condemnatory  motion, 
which  he  fupported  with  ability.  An  aft  which 
inipofcd  a  fmall  ftamp  duty  on  receipts  for 
money  paid,  was  defcanted  on  with  peculiar 
iin  idioufnefs;  and  as  it  was  cafy  to  alaim  the 
trading  intereft,   a  confidergbk  clamour  wa$ 

excited* 
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excited.     Fortunately  the  miniftry  were  fuffi-  chap, 
cicntly  firm  not  to  relinquilh,  in  confequence   ^^, 
of  an  ill-judged  refiftance,   a  tax  which  has     i7*s* 
fince  been  much  improved,  and  found  benefi- 
cial and  produftive :  it  was,  however,  an  inex- 
hauftible  theme  of  inveftive.  ^ 

Under  the  influence  of  Burke,  an  aft  was  Economir 
paffed,  amending  the  ftatute  of  laft  year  for  re-  J^.^^ 
gdlatinj;  the  office  of  paymafter ;  and  under 
the  aulpices  of  Pitt,  a  bill  paffed  the  lower 
houfe  for  introducing  economial  i^eforms  into 
the  treafury  offices,    but  was  rejected  by  the    ' 
lords.      Several  acrimonious  motions   on  the 
fubjeft  of  penfions,  granted  to  lord  Thurlow,  co- 
lonel Barr6,  and  other  eminent  public  charac- 
ters, difplayed  the  a6livity  of  party  without  pro- 
ducing any  permanent  efFeft.     A  bill  introduc-  30th  junc^ 
ed  by  lord  Mahon,  for  preventing  bribery  and 
corruption  at  eleftions,  was  alfo  unfuccefsful ;  'S^hMay. 
and  Sawbridge's  annual  motion  for  a  reform  of 
parliament  met  with  its  ufual  fate, 

From  thefe  efforts  the  public  had  not  per-  Pitt's  mo. 
haps  formed  any  fauguine  expe6lations,  but  ^'°"  ^^'  t 
ever  fince  the  failure  of  Mr.  Pitt's  motion  of  pLUanime* 
laft  year,  ftrenuous  exertions  had  been  made 
to  obtain    ftrong    declarations    as  well  from 
chartered  and  political,  as  from  felf-conftituted 
bodies,  in  favour  of  a  parliamentary   reform. 
Many  petitions  were  prefented  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  as  Mr.  Pitt  was  the  known  pa- 
tron of  the  meafure,  attempts  were  not  want- 
ing to  impel  him  to  introduce  it  before  the 
change  of  mini  (try.  Thefe  he  evaded  with  great 
dexterity ;  but  when  the  ordinary  bufinefs  was 
completed,  he  obtained  a  call  of  the  houfe, 
and  brought  forward  three  refolutions,    firft,  7th  Maj. 
that  it  was  neceflaiy  to  adopt  meafures   for 
preventing  bribery  and  expeuce  ateleftions;  fe- 

cond. 
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f?  H  A  P.  cond,  when  the  majority  of  voters  in  a  bo* 
^^  rough  fliould  be  con  vi<5led  of  corruption,  the  bor 
ijSj,  rough  ihould  be  disfranchifed,  and  the  minority, 
not  conviAed,  entitled  to  vote  for  the  county} 
and  third,  that  an  addition  fliould  be  made  to 
the  county  members,  and  reprcfentjitives  of  the 
metropolis. 

In  recommending  his  refoiutions,  Mr.  Pitt 
pronounced  an  animated  eulogy  on  the  Britilh 
confiitution;  while  England  remained  under  a 
government  perfe^ly   free,   he   obferved,  flje 
never  failed  to  perform  exploits  which  dazzled 
the  neighbouring  nations.     But  a  melancholy 
feries  of  events  had  eclipfed  the  glory  of  Bri- 
tain, exhibiting  a  reverfe  of  fortune  which 
could  be  accounted  for  only  by  acknowledge 
ingthat,  during  the  laft  fifteen  years,  there  had 
been  a  deviation  from  the  principles  of  that 
happy  conftitution  under  which  the  people  had 
fo  long  flouriflied.     lie  then  entered   into  a 
hiftory  of  the  efforts,  which  of  late  years  had 
been  made  for  fatisfyjng  the  people  on  this  im- 
portant fubje6l:    a  fpirit  of  fneculation   had 
gone  forth,  and  a  variety  of  fcliemes  founded 
in  vifionary  and  impra6ticable  ideas  of  reform, 
were  fuddenly  produced.     It  M'as  not  for  him, 
with  unhallowed  hands,  to  touch  the  venerable 
pile  of  the  conftitution ;  to  fee  it  in  need  of 
repair  was  fufficiently    melancholy;    but  the 
more  he  revered,  the  more  he  wiOied  to  fecure 
its  duration  to  the  lateil  pofterity,    and  the 
greater  he  felt  the  neceflity  of  guarding  againd 
Its  decay.     He  had  therefore  abandoned  the 
principle  which  he  fuggefted  laft  year ;  and  his 
prefent  objeft  was  not  to  innovate,  but  rather 
renew  and  invigorate  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitu- 
tion, without  deviating  materially  from  its  pre- 
fpnt  form, 


GEORGE  III.  an 

Among  the  expedients  for  reftoring  the  con-  chap. 
ftitution,  and  excluding  the  influence  of  the  J^XLi^ 
crown  from  parliament,  he  had  principally  >78j. 
heard  of  three ;  one  was  to  extend  the  right 
of  voting  for  members  of  parliament  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom  indifcrimi- 
nately.  This  propofition  was  founded  on  the 
principle  that  men  ought  only  to  be  governed 
by  laws  to  which  they  had  given  their  confent; 
but  he  utterly  rejefted  and  condemned  it,  as  a 
libel  on  tiie  wifdom  of  thofe  renowned  ancef- 
tors,  who,  in  the  fulnefs  of  their  wifdom,  form- 
ed the  conftitution  for  the  government  of  free- 
men, not  of  (laves.  If  this  do6lrine  ihould 
prevail,  all  who  voted  for  unfuccefsful  candi- 
dates mnft  be  flaves,  and  the  members  muft  be 
Haves  to  laws  made  againft  their  wills,  and  in 
repugnance  to  their  votes.  Members  once 
chofen  were  in\^fFe6t  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple including  thofe  who  did  not  vote,  and 
even  thofe  whofe  fuffrages  were  againft  them; 
the  propofed  innovation  would  infer  that  no 
houle  of  commons  ever  had  been  a  true  and 
conftitutional  reprefentktion  of  the  people  ;  for 
no  houfe  of  commons  had  been,  or  could  be 
clefted  by  all  the  men  in  the  kingdom.  Ano- 
ther plan  was  to  disfranchife  all  thofe  which  in 
f  ommon  fpeech  were  termed  rotten  boroughs. 
The  projeft  was  fpecious;  but  though  he  con- 
fidercd  them  as  deformities  which  disfigured 
the  fabric  of  the  conftitution,  he  feared  they 
could  not  be  removed  without  endangering  the 
■\vhole  pile.  But  though  uuM'illing  to  diflblve, 
he  would  endeavour  by  his  plan  to  reftrain 
them  as  much  as  poflTiblc  from  injuring  the  con- 
ftitution. This  brought  him  to  the  third  plan, 
that  of  adding  to  the  houle  a  certain  number 
of  members  returned  by  the  counties  and  the 

VOL.  III.  p  p  metropolis; 
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CHAP.  inctrop61is ;  and  as  thefe  members  appeared  lead 
y^^i^  liable  to  the  influence  of  corruption,  he  approv- 
1783-  ed  the  meafure,  and  though  he  would  not  fix 
a  fpecific  number  in  his  motion,  it  ought 
not,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  lefs  than  a  hundred* 
The  houie  would  then  be  more  numerous  than 
could  be  wilhed;  but  better  it  fhould  be  fo 
tlian  the  liberties  of  the  country  endangered 
by  the  baleful  influence  of  the  crown;  and  the 
disfranchifemont  of  boroughs,  where  the  votcrjr 
were  convicted  of  corruption,  would  reduce,  by 
degrees,  the  number  of  members  of  parliament 
to  a  proper  ftandard. 

Mr.  THo:^rAs  Pitt  fuppoited  the  motion; 
but  thinking  a  hundred  additional  members 
too  many,  he  propofed  that  the  increafe  fhould 
be  only  one  reprefcntative  for  each  county  in 
England  and  Wales.  Deprecating  all  mifre- 
prefentations  which  might  arife  from  his  pecu- 
liar fituation  as  proprietor  of  Old  Sarum,  he 
requefted  leave  to  furrender  it  into  the  hands 
of  parliament  as  a  voluntary  facrifice,  as  a  vic- 
tim to  be  offered  up  at  the  fhrine  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  Should  the  tender  be  accepted,  he 
wiflied  to  recommend  that  the  power  of  return- 
ing two  members  fliould  be  transferred  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  bank  of  England. 

Fox  alio  argued  in  favour  of  the  motion, 
but  treated  with  derifion  the  offer  of  Mr.  Tlio- 
mas  Pitt,  who,  he  faid,  had,  notwithftanding 
his  fine  flourilhes,  made  an  offer  which  he 
knew  could  not  be  accepted.  It  had  a  great 
found,  but  its  real  was  far  inferior  to  its  appa- 
rent merit. 

.  Mr.  Duxdas  gave  his  reafons  for  voting 
in  fupport  of  the  refolutions ;  but  both  he  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  incurred  the  ridicule  of 
Sheridan,  as  new  profelytes  to  Mr.  William 
Pitt. 

While 
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While  the  advocates  of  the  meafure  were  chap. 
thus  difcordant  among  themfelves,  its  opponents  XLV.  * 
purfued  a  more  confident  mode  of  conduct.  ^7%^ 
Mr.  Powys,  the  firft  fbeaker  on  that  fide,  de- 
fcribed  the  artifices  ured  to  inflame  the  public 
expeftation,  and  procure  petitions  ;  he  ana- 
lyzed tlie  refolutions  of  the  county  meetings, 
and  the  petitions  before  the  houfe,  and  proved 
tliat  the  mcalure§  propofed  were  not  qualified 
to  fatisfy  the  petitioners.  He  fhewed  from  the 
publications  of  two  affociations,  called  the 
Conftitutional  Society  ,and  the  Quintuple  Alli- 
ance, that  univeifal  fuffrage  alone  could  be 
adequate  to  their  pretenfions.  The  whole 
number  of  petitioners  did  not  exceed  twenty 
thoufand ;  and  neither  Manchefter,  Birming- 
ham, Sheffield,  Leeds,  or  Halifax,  great  un- 
rcprefented  manufacturing  towns,  were  on  the 
lift.  The  flowers  of  oratory  had  been  employed 
in  decorating  thofe  happy,  vhtuous,  halcyon 
days,  when  England  was  fo  bleiFed  in  a  chalte 
and  equal  reprefentation ;  but  he  wiUied  to  be 
reminded  in  whofe  reign  that  uncorrupt  and 
virtuous  reprefentation,  and  at  what  period  of 
hiftory  that  perfect  equality  exifted. 

Lord  North  oppofed  the  motion,  in  a 
fpeech  equally  diftinguifhed  for  brilliant  wit 
and  folid  argument.  On  the  diflference  of 
opinion,  refpefting  the  number  of  additional 
knights  of  the  ihire  to  be  returned,  he  ufed  a 
fportive  allufion  to  the  tragedy  of  King  Lear; 
Avhere  the  abdicated  monarch  requires  in  his 
train  a  hundred  knights,  one  of  his  daughters 
confents  to  allow  him  fifty;  but  I,  he  faid, 
like  the  other  daughter,  will  not  confent  to 
one,  '*  no  not  one."  The  petitions  which  had 
been  obtained,  proceeded  from  infinitely  the 
minority  in  each  county.  That  from  Yotk- 
^  F  k  Ihiie, 
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cfHAP.  fhire,  great  and  extenfive  as  it  was,  came  re- 
J^^\  commended  only  by  nine  thoufand  names ;  that 
j7Sj.  of  Suffolk  was  figncd  only  by  the  (heriff;  a 
proof  that  the  Iheriff  of  Suffolk  wifhed  for 
reform,  but  not  that  it  was  ^efired  by  the  peo- 
ple. From  a  number  fo  comparatively  fmall  as 
twenty  thoufand  names  fubfcribed  to  the  peti- 
tions, Avas  it  credible  that  the  fenfe  of  the 
whole  people  of  England  could  be  colleded  ? 
And  how  had  thofe  petitions  been  obtained  ? 
Not  from  the  public,  but  a  prejudiced  part  of 
the  public.  The  affizes  were  held  twice,  the' 
fcffions  four  times  in  every  year;  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions  the  people  met  in  the  moft  fair  and  in- 
difcriminate  manner;  but  were  the  fignatures 
to  petitions  taken  then  ?  No ;  country  meet- 
ings as  they  were  called  were  held  ;  projeftors 
with  fet  fpeeches  and  ready  framed  petitions 
came  prepated  to  meet  a  number  of  prejudiced 
people,  invited  to  fjgn  what  was  ready  for  their 
iignature :  the  queftion  was  begged  or  bor- 
rowed, or  Itofpitably  ftolen,  to  accommodate 
the  craving  appetites  of  fuch  craving  guefts. 
Thofe  who  neither  liked  the  invitation  nor  the 
fare,  prudently  remained  at  home;  and  the 
houfe  was  to  decide  whether  they  would  pay 
rcfpeft  to  tlie  few  reformers  or  the  contented 
multitude. 

Alluding  to  an  infinuation,  that  bad  nii- 
niftcrs  were  continued  in  office  contrary  to  the 
A'oice  of  the  people,  by  the  over-ruling  influ- 
ence of  the  crown,  lord  ^<orth  faid,  *' I  will 
not  affccl  to  think  the  ftroke  is  not  levelled 
at  me ;  but,  I  truft  the  candid  and  difcerning 
part  of  the  lioiife  will  fee  that  tlie  attack  is 
moft  unjufr.  I  was  not^  when  firft  honoured 
witli  office,  a  minifter  of  chance,  or  a  creature 
of  whom  parliament  had  no  experience.      I 

was 
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was  found  among  you.  I  had  been  long  chap. 
known  to  you;  I  obtained  your  fupport;  when  J^^J 
that  fupport  was  withdrawn,  I  ceafcd  to  be  a  1783. 
niinifter.  I  was  the  creature  of  parliament  in 
my, rife;  when  I  fell  I  was  its  viftim.  I  came 
among  you  without  connexion;  here  I  was 
firfl;  known;  you  raifed  me  up,  you  pulled  me 
down.  I  have  been  the  creature  of  your  opi- 
nion and  your  power;  and  the  hifiory  of  my 
political  life  is  one  proof,  which  will  Hand 
againft  and  overturn  the  wild  alfertions,  that 
there  is  a  corrupt  influence  in  the  crown, 
which  deftroys  the  independence  of  this  houfe. 
Does  my  hiftory  ftiew  the  undue  influence  of 
the  crown  ?  Or  does  it  not,  on  the  contrary, 
prove  the  potent  efficacy  of  the  public  voice  ? 
If  then  that  voice  is  fo  powerful  as  to  remove 
M'hatever  may  be  difpleafing  to  the  opinions 
of  the  country,  what  need  is  there  of  thfb 
paraded  reformation  r"  "  One  gentleman," 
lie  proceeded,  "  fays,  give  the  people  filty 
knights,  and  tlien  make  your  ftand. — I  oppofe 
this  idea — begin  with  innovation,  and  there  is 
no  knowing  where  you  will  flop — like  the 
gravity  of  a  finking  body,  its  velocity  increafes 
in  proportion  to  its  weight.  The  addition  of 
one  hundred,  or  even  of  fifty  county  members, 
would  give  a  decided  fuperiority  to  the  landed 
intercft  over  the  commercial  ;  and  it  is  the 
beauty  of  the  conftitution  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  that  like  the  general  fabric  of  the 
Britifli  legiflature,  it  provides  for,  and  preferves 
the  due  balance,  between  the  feveral  great  in- 
terefts  of  the  empire,  the  landed,  the  com- 
mercial, and  the  monicd.  But  let  us  not  be- 
gin; Principiis  obfta.  Let  us  a6l  like  men. 
We  are  not  tne  deputies,  but  the  reprefcntatives 
9f  the  people.  We  are  not  to  refer  to  tbem 
*  p  p  3  before 
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before  we  determine.  We  (land  here  as  tliey 
would  ftand  ;  to  ufe  our  own  difcretion,  with- 
out feeking  any  other  guidance  under  heaven. 
In  a  word,  as  no  defeft  in  tl>e  conftitution  has 
been  proved,  as  we  have  heard  nothing  but 
declamation  and  furmife,  to  warrant  fo  aweful 
and  fo  important  a  nieafure,  as  an  innovatiou 
on  the  form  of  that  venerable  palladium,  w'hich 
ages  have  fanflified,  let  me  conjure  you  to  re- 
jeci — what,  if  adopted,  muft  inevitably  lead  to 
ruin." 

The  motion  was  rejefted  by  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-four.* 

Another  meaf a  re  of  a  popular  nature  was 
(lightly  difcufled  in  the  noufe  of  commons. 
A  bill  for  regulating  the  flave  trade  having 
been  introduced,  the  quakers  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  implore  of  parliament,  the. total  abo- 
lition of  the  traffic ;  but  after  a  iJiort  debate, 
the  petition  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  incident  in  itfclf  would  not  deferve  com- 
memoration, but  as  the  firft  effort  on  a  fubje6k 
which  has  fince  occafioned  ftrenuous  exer- 
tions, and  produced  violent  diverfities  of  opi- 
nion, as  well  in  parliament,  as  among  the 
public. 

Thk  only  remaining  fubjeft  of  importance, 
which  engaged  tlie  attention  of  parliament, 
Mas  a  mcllhge  from  the  king  to  both  houfes, 
requiring  a*  feparatc  eftablifliment  for  the  prince 
of  Wales,  M'ho  was  now  arrived  at  the  age  of 
maturity.  His  majefty  agreed  to  allow  to  the 
heir  apparent,  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year  out 
of  the  civil  lift;  but,  in  confideration  that  the 
revenue  fo  reduced  could  not  bear  any  fur- 
ther burthen,  parliament  granted  to  the  king 
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an  aid  of  fixty  thoiifand  pounds  to  equip  the    chap. 
prince  in  a  manner  fuited  to  liis  dignity.  XLv/ 

At  an  advanced  i^eriod    of  the  year,   tlie      ^^^rf 
king  terminated  the  fcflion,  thanking  the  houfe  i6rhjui*y. 
of  commons  for  enahling  him  to  make  provi-  ciofeotiUt 
fion  for  the  prince  of  Wales.  ^''^*^"- 

.His  majelly  atfo  exprieHcd  regret  at  not  be-  Definitive 
ing  able  to  announce  the  completion  of  the  ^»'"tiesof 
definitive  treaties;  but  after  the  fignature  of  ^ted.^^' 
preliminaries  every  difficulty  vanilhed,  except 
thofe  which  arofe  from  the  unfcttled  ihite  of  the 
Britiih  government,  and  thofe  whicli  originat- 
ed iu  a  few  captures  made  fubfequent  to  the 
commencement  of  negotiations.     For  the  fake 
of  compHmcnt,  the  emperor  of  Germany  and 
emprefs  of  Ruflia  were  admitted  as  mexUators; 
but  the  compads  were  arranged   w^ithout  tlxeir 
alfiftance,  though  formally  landipned  by  the 
declaratory    atteftations     of    their    minilter§. 
Holland,  under  tlic  iniluence  of  France,  ac-  »<tScpt. 
ceded  to  preliminaries  on  the  bafis  of  mutual 
reftitntion,  except  the  town  of   Negapatam, 
Avhich  was  ceded  to  (jreat  Britain.     The  defi- 
nitive treaties  with  PVance,  Spain,  and  Ame- 
rica, Avere  executed  on  the  enfuing  day.  3d  Sept. 
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(CHAPTER   THE   FORTY-SIXTH: 
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General  vic:xv  of  the  late  belligerent  porcers : — 
America — loyalifts  provided  for  by  Great 
Britain — condition  of  the  American  army. 
— Prudence  of  Jfajhington — he  refigns  the 
command^  and  retires  with  honours  and  accla^ 
inations.-^Cincin?iati.  —  Debts  and  embar- 
rajfments  of  America,  —  State  of  France — 
Spain — Holland, — ConduS  of  the  imperial 
courts, — State  of  Great  Britain. — Inter- 
view of  Mr,  Adams  with  the  king. — General 
remarks. 


c 

XL 


HAP.  /*^REAT  Britain  having  nov  emerged  from 

^^^^^         the  nioft  extraordinary* conteft  in  M-hich  a 

i7«3.     nation  had  ever  engaocd,  and  refpe^ing  the 

^^wTf  ihe  termination  of  which  the  moft  gloomyfore- 

latt  bciiu    l)0(lings  had  been  entertained,  it  only  remnins 

gere.t        ^^  revicw  her  fituation  in coniparifon  with  other 

"""^^^  *      powers,  and  particularly  thofe  with  Avhom  fhe 

had  been  engaged  in  hoftilities. 
America.  Am o  \  g  thefe,  America  firU  claims  attention, 
as  well  becaufe  flie  was  the  original  fource  of 
contcft,  as  from  the  novelty  of  her  political 
relation  to  other  Oates.  Colonies  planted  and 
eftablilhcd  in  peace,  foftered,  protected,  and  en- 
riched by  the  mother-country,  had  emancipated 
^hemfelves  from  her  reftraint,  and  formed  a 
feparate,  and  in  fome  refpects  hoped  to  become 
a  rival  eftablifliment.  To  Catholic  and  de? 
fpotic  nionarchs,  Proteftant  republicans  were 
indebted  for  that  fupport,  which  enabled  them 
to  maintain  principles  of  hatred  and  contempt 

of 
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of  kings,  to  fpurn  at  all  rule  but  that  of  a  €Hap. 
Jejriflatrve  elective  body,  and  to  affociate  witli  J^'^''- 
the  ideas  of  freedom  and  natural  right,  thofe     1783.  ' 
of  republicanifm  and  national  equality.      If 
from  motives  of  gratitude,  tlve  newly  created 
ftates  might  be  expe6Je<l  to  court  continual 
alliance,  and  give  exclufive  preference  to  France 
and  Spain,  other  caufes,  not  lefs  cogent,  natu- 
rally tended  to  regenerate  partialities  towards 
Great  Britain.     No  part  of  the  hiftory  of  Ame- 
rica was  obfcure  or  uncertain  ;    the  period  to 
which  all  other  nations  are  obliged  to  refer 
their  origin,  commonly  called    '*  the  night  of 
time,"    wilh  them  had  no  exiftence.      Every 
record,  every  reminifcence  brought  back  their 
ancient  connection,  their  indifputable  origina- 
tion ;  and  if  the  heat  of  party,  or  the  perverfion 
of  hiftorical  faft,  for  the  purpofcs  of  fuppofed  . 
advantage,  fanftioned  momentary  mifreprefen- 
tations  of  the  conduQ:  and  motives  of  the  parent 
ftate,  the  more  imperilhable,  and  never  failing 
records  of  language,  cuftoms,  manners,   and 
jurifprudential  forms,  would  always  certify  that 
not  only  the  eftabUihment  of  the  Americans 
^s  a  people,  but  the  foundation  of  their  moft 
valuable  focial  institutes,    were  derived  from 
Great  Britain.     To  thefe,  at  every  period  of  the 
revolution,  and  in  every  project  of  a  new  go-* 
vernment,  they  inflexibly  adhered.     Trial  by 
jury,  fenatorial  reprefentation,   liberty  of  the 
prefs,  and  habeas  corpus,  were,  in  their  defini- 
tion, not  modes  of  adminiftration,  but  natural 
rights  of  man ;  and  when  they  had  attained  in* 
dependence  founded  on  thefe  principles,  it  was 
natural  to  expe6l  that  every  motive  arifing  from 
fimilarity  of  principles,  wants,  feelings,  and  ex- 
ertions, would  induce  attachment  and  prefer- 
ence for  Great  Britain. 

But 
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CHAP.  But  thefe  caufes  could  not  be fpeculated  on 
XLVi.^  as  likely  to  produce  immediate  eflfefts.  Al- 
*  tliough  tlie  terms  of  peace  ^Yith  the  United 
States  were  remarkably  liberal  in  the  articles  of 
limits,  fillicrics,  and  indeed  in  every  other  re- 
fpcct,  the  condition  of  the  country  was  neither 
fettled  nor  enviable. 

Ix  the  eao'cr  defire  of  the  Britifh  miniftry 
and  people  to  derive  exclufive  advantages 
from  a  new  connexion  with  America,  the  wildeft 
fallies  of  ima<i:ination  were  indulged.  Inftcad 
nf  viewing  the  United  States,  in  the  fituatiun 
they  had  elei^ied,  as  a  foreign  country,  fonie 
perfons  de(ined  them  by  the  whimfical  term  of 
a  people  /J^i  generis;  fyftems  were  preferred 
to  experience,  ra/li  theory  to  fuccefsful  prac- 
tice; and  attempts  were  even  fanCtioned  for 
abandoning  the  navigation  aft,  the  guardian 
of  Ihitidi  profperity.'  Hut  the  excellent  deli- 
beralive  forms  of  Hiitiih  legiflation,  and  the 
"whole  ibme  freedom  of  the  prefs,  prevented  this 
fatal  (leliiri(ui  i"ioin  pro(hieing  its  worft  effects. 
By  wiidom  ia  difculling  the  bills  prefented  to 
parliament,  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from  a 
too  hafty  (lecifion  were  averted ;.  and  the  tem- 
porary power  ^•efted  in  the  fovereign,  aflbrded 
time  for  obtaining  the  benefits  of  experience, 
iiiflead  of  forming  a  ra(h  judgment  on  the  bafis 
of  mere  fpeculation.  The  prefs  was  no  lefs 
judieioufly  employed  in  obviating  popular 
errors,  and  proving,  by  the  belt  arguments 
drawn  from  analogy,  comparifon,  and  calcula- 
tion, tliat  the  greatcft  advantages  would  be 
derived  from  American  commerce,  not  by  wild 
eagernefs  or  imprudent  facrifices,  but  by  libe* 
rality  mingled  with  prudence,  and  by  a  fimi 
tenacioufnefs  of  the  rights  of  Great  Britain, 

>  Obfeivatlonson  the  Commerce  of  Amorica^  by  lord  Shefldeld,  c.  i. 

without 
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without  too  jealoufly  precluding  the  claims  of  chap, 
America.*  ^^^^ 

Soox  after  the  lignature  of  the  definitive  ly^s, 
treaty,  the  Britilh  troops  evacuated  Charlef- 
town,  Ne\v^  York,  and  the  {cv  other  remaining 
pofts.  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  for  his  ftrvices,  re- 
ceived a  peerage,  with  the  title  of  lord  Dor- 
chefter. 

Thk  congrefs  literally  fulfilled  the  terms  of  Loyaiifts 
tlie   provifional  articles,    hy  voting  a  recom-  ^J^^***** 
niendation  of  the  loyalitts  iu  the  very  words  of  Great 
the  treaty  ;  but  the  manner  of  this  cold  recom-  Britain, 
niendation  was  eflenlially  different  from  thofe 
ardent  recommendations,  which  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  conteft  impelled  the  colonifts  to 
war  againft  the  parent  Itate ;    it  was  in  courfe 
difregarded,  and  the  care  of  providing  for  it« 
meritorious  objects   devolved  on  the  mother- 
country.     Claims  were  received  under  the  aft 
pafled  in  the  late  fcflion,  from  about  three  thou- 
fand  heads  of  families;    two  thirds  of  which 
were  heard  and  determined  in  England,  the  re- 
mainder in  Nova  Scotia  or  Canada,  whither 
commiflioners  were  deputed.     The  grounds  of 
renumeration  \vere  lolfes  of  real  or  perfonal 
eftate,  and  of  income  arifing  from  offices,  pro- 
feflions,  and  trade. 

Th  e  amount  of  the  firft  fpecies  of  claims  ex- 
ceeded ten  miUions  fterling,  from  which  deduc- 
tions were  made  in  fmall  proportions,  leaving 
f^lways  to  the  futferer  means  of  independent 
fubfiilence;  the  liquidations  wTere  made  by  in- 

*  The  moft  dilliDguifbed  and  ufeful  produ£lion  on  this  fubjeft, 
was  the  treatife  by  lard  ShelEeld^  which  I  have  already  quoted.  It 
was  read  with  avidity  at  the  time,  and  can  never  be  peniied  but 
with  advantage  and  inftruAioD.  See  alio.  Opinions  on  intereftiog 
Subje^^t  by  George  Chalmers^  Siq« 

(lalments^ 
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ftalments,  intercft  being  in  the  meau  time  al- 
lowed on  the  capital/ 

The  fecond  Ipecies  of  claimants  demande4 
a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year; 
about  a  hundred  apd  txVenty  thoufand  of  which 
were  allowed,  and  vefted  in  life  annuities,  from 
twenty  to  five  hundred  pounds  each. 

But  although  the  American  ftates  had  ob- 
tained the  defired  boon  of  peace  and  indepeur. 
dence,  and  fecurcd  as  public  property  the  fpoils 
of  the  loyalifts,  they  found  their  troubles  not 
terminated  but  varied.  The  army,  by  which 
congrefs  had  been  enabled  to  attain  the  favourite 
obje^ls  of  their  wiflies,  and  who  had  encoun- 
tered incredible  liardihips  and  privations,  found 
themfelves  unrewarded  and  unpaid ;  and  did 
not  obtain  even  the  means  of  a  decent  fubfift- 
ence.  An  anonymous  publication  proved  a 
fufficient  incitement  to  impel  men  thus  fituated, 
and  in  pofleffion  of  arms,  to  ai^tiveexcrtions  for 
their  owji  benefit.  The  moft  formidable  eife6is 
were  apprehended  from  a  menaced  combination, 
but  averted  through  the  temperance  and  judg- 
ment of  Wafliington.  He  firft  mollified  the 
minds  of  the  officers,  in  feparatc  interviews, 
and  afterwards,  in  a  general  meeting,  reprcr 
fented  the  infamy  of  adopting  meafures  which 
would  fully  the  glory  of  feveu  years  fcvice,  in 
fuch  glowing  colours,  that  they  unanimoufly 
declared,  no  circumftance  of  diftrefs  or  danger 
ihould  Ihake  their  confidence  in  the  juftice  of 
their  country,  and  that  they  viewed  with  ab- 


«  The  dedu6Vions  from  the  grofs  claims  were  made  as  follows. 
From  fums  not  exceeding  £.  10,000  no  abatement;  from  £.  10,000 
to  j^.  ao,ooo,  afmail  diminition,  which  was  progreilively  augmented 
to  the  largell  demands.  Yet  after  ail  drawbacks,  fome  claimanu 
received  50,  fome  70,  and  one  £.  100,000.  An  unparalleled  inftance 
of  magnanimity  and  juftice  in  a  nation  which  had  expended  nearly  a 
hyndiedand  (ixteca  millions  in  the  war, 

horrence 
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liorrence  and  rejefted  with  difdain,  the  infa*  chap. 
mous  propofition  of  the  anonymous  addrefs.     XLvr. 
Wafliington  was  highly  applauded  for  his  con-   ^~^^ 
du6l  in  this  filarming  crifis ;  and  the  legiflative 
body,  inftruAed  by  recent  danger,  offered  to  ztd  Mar- 
the  officers  the  amount  of  five  years  full  pay 
in  money,  or  in  fecurities  bearing  intereft  at  fix 
per  cent,  inftead  of  the  half-pay  which  had  been 
promifed  them  for  life. 

.  When  the  officers  were  fatisfied,  a  confide-  a6thMay, 
rable  difficulty  Hill  prefented  itfelf  in  difperfing^ 
fo  large  a  body  of  foldiers ;  but  this  was  evaded 
by  granting  furloughs,  and  never  requiring 
thofe  who  held  them  to  return.  Thus  the  im- 
patience of  individuals  to  revifit  their  native 
homes,  diminifhed  the  rifk  of  difbanding  an 
unpaid  a^my ;  the  men,  without  means  of  meet- 
ing to  confer  on  grievances,  refunied  their 
fituations  as  hu(bandmen  or  artificers,  and  for- 
got thofe  demands  which  the  country  was  un- 
able to  liquidate.  All  were  not,  however,  fo  20th  June, 
eafily  fatisfied ;  eighty  of  the  Penfyl  vania  levies 
marched  from  Lancafter,  and  being  joined  l>y 
other  malcontents,  to  the  amount  of  three  hun- 
dred, repaired  to  the  ftate-houfe  at  Philadelphia 
in  martial  array,  placing  guards  at  the  doors, 
and  threatening  (ignal  vengeance,  unlefs  their 
juft  demands  were  gratified  within  twenty 
minutes.  Congrefs,  however,  found  means  to 
temporize  with  thefe  mutineers,  until  general 
Waihington  difpatched  a  fuperior  force,  which 
quelled  the  Hift urban ce.  Several  were  con- 
demned to  death  and  other  punilhments,  but 
afterwards  pardoned. 

At  a  late  period  of  the  year,  when  the  num-  isih  oa. 
bers  of  the  colleftive  military  bodv  were  neatly  J.^^  ^'^^r 
dimmiliied  by    permmive    ablences,    congreis 
ifiUed  a  proclamation^  applauding  their  armies 

..       for 
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CHAP,   for  having  difplayed,  in  the  progrefs  of  an  ar- 
^^    duous  and  difficult  war,   eveiy  military   and 
*78i.      patriotic  virtue,  thanking  them  for  their  long, 
eminent,  anc'   faithful  fervices,  afid  declaring 
the  third   oF  November  the  day  of  their  dif- 
miflion.     With  great  difficulty,  four  montlvi 
pay,  in  part  of  feveral  years  of  arrears,  Avere 
TdNor.      prcfentcd  to  them.      On  the  day   preceding 
'  Waffling-    their  feparation,  the  general  iflVied  his  vakdic- 
^*  ^^'   tory  orders,  in  endearing  language;  imploring 
"  the  ehoiccft    favours  of  heaven   on    thofe, 
who,  under  divine  aufpices,  had  fecured  innu- 
merable bleffings  to  others  ;'*  he  announced  at 
the  fame  time  his  intention  to  retire  from  the 
fervice;    **  the  curtain  of  feparation  Mas  foon 
to  be  dra>vn,  and  the  military  fcene  to  him 
clofed  for  ever." 
«5tii.  After  affifting  at  a  fplendid  feftivalon  the 

Hi8  retreat  evacuation  of  New  York,  the  general  took  an 
honours      affecting  leave  of  his  officers.     At  Annapolis, 
and  accia-   which  was  then  the  fe  at  of  congrefs,  he  refignerf 
mations.      j^j^  commiffion,  with  an  animated  and  elo<juent 
compliment,  into  the  hands  of  the  prefident ; 
having  previoufly  delivered  to  the'comptroller 
in  Philadel|)hia,  in  his  own  hand  writing,  an 
account  of  the  public  monies  expended  by  him 
during  the  war,  which  did  not  amount  to  fifteen 
thoufand  pounds,  and  perfeveringin  his  original 
intention  todecline  all  pecuniary  compenfation. 
In  his  journey  to  his  paternal  eftate  at  Afount 
Venion,  he  was  faluted  at  every  town  and  vil- 
lage with  acclamations,  firc-works,  bon-fires, 
and  other  teftimonials  of  joy  and  congratula- 
tion, and  received  from  a  grateful  and  aclmiring 
people,  the  homage  of  numerous  affeftionat^c 
addrefles.     Perhaps  no  perfonal  charafter  ever 
flood  on  a  more  elevated  point  of  view,  than 
that  of  Waflungton  at  this  period.     Tlie  tri- 
3  umph 
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\implx  of  the  American  caufe  was  juftly  atlri-  chap. 
buted  to  his  perfeverance,  prudence,  and  judg-    ^^^^;^ 
ment;  and  his  felf-denial  formed  a  noble  and      ,783. 
dignified  example,  rarely  paralleled. 

Yet  fuch  is  the  natural  jcalouly  of  repub-  cincmnati. 
lican  governments,  that  when  the  general  and 
his  officers  propofed  to  perpetuate  their  friend- 
fljip  by  the  eftablifliment  of  a  fociety  called 
Chicinnatiy  the  whole  continent  took  alarm. 
It  was  regarded  as  an  attempt  to  introduce 
into  the  ftate  a  military  order ;  and  the  pro- 
pofition  to  admit  the  progeny  of  the  founders  * 
of. American  freedom  into  the  fociety,  was 
confidered  as  a  firft  ftep  tOAvards  the  eftab- 
lifliment  of  an  hereditary  nobility  :  the  fubjeft 
was  argued  with  fo  much  heat,  that  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  affociation  beyond  the  peifons 
of  the  founders  was  abandoned  ;  and  the  pro- 
je6l  has  no  traces  of  exiftence,  but  in  name 
and  memory.  * 

Although  the  grofs  fum  of  their  debt  ap-  Debts  tn<! 
peared  trifling:,   yet  the  pecuniary   embarrafs-  ^'^^a^rap 
ments  of  the  United  States  prelented  great  America. 
difficulties,*  even  in  temporary  arrangement, 
and  threatened  to  prove  a  permanent  bar  to 
their  future  profperity.     Their  domeftic  debt 
was  fomewhat  above  thirty-four  millions  of 
dollars,  or  feven  millions  fix  hundred  thoiifand 
pounds  fterling.      To  France  America  was  in- 
debted for  pecuniary  aids,  eighteen  millions 
of  livrcs,*  which  it  was  agreed  to  liquidate 
by  inftalments,  with  intereft  at  five  per  cent,  in 
twelve  years.     A  further  fum  of  five  millions 

*  8ec  Confiderations  on  the  Society  or  Order  of  Cincinnati,  by 
Caflius,  fuppofcd  tobe  ./Edanus  Burice,  one  of  the  chief  juftices  of 

-.  South  Carolina  ;  and,  Obfervations  by  an  obfcure  Individual,  both 
printed  at  Philadelphia  in  1783. 

*  737,500  pounds  fterling* 

of 
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CHAP,  of  florins,  or  ten  millions  of  llvres/  f6t  vrhich 
^^  the  king  of  France  ftood  jointly  engaged  with 
178J.  congrels  to  the  States  of  Holland,  was  to  be 
paid,  with  fimilar  intereft,  in  five  years.  Their 
remaining  foreign  debts  amounted  to  about 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  The 
«  limited  authorities  of  oongrefs,  and  the  difcre- 
tionary  powers  of  the  feveral  provinces,  formed 
great  impedin)ents  to  the  funding  of  this  fum  : 
to  a  fcheme  formed  by  the  general  legiflature, 
fome  acceded  totally,  and  fome  partially  ; 
while  others  withheld  their  confent  from  any 
meafure  which  had  a  tendency  to  lodge  the 
purfe  and  the  fword  in  the  fame  hands,  and 
refifted,  by  force  of  arms,  the  agents  employed 
by  congrefs  to  collect  the  levies.  In  vain  w-ere 
exhortations  and  pathethic  addfefles  iffued, 
invoking  the  public  juftice,  and  appealing  to 
the  honour  of  the  country  ;  the  difregard  of 
fuch  motives,  when  incompatible  with  private 
intereft,  had  been  fo  long  fanclioned,  that 
fuch  appeals  met  with  little  regard ;  and  the, 
impotency  of  government  and  diihonefty  of 
the  people,  aflibrded  ferious  apprehenfions  of  ge- 
neral bankruptcy.  Under  fuch  alarms,  in- 
creafed  by  the  violation  of  public  faith,  the 
force  of  private  obligations  was  drea<lfuUy 
dimini/hed ;  government  contracts  were  folcj 
for  a  tenth  part  of  their  nominal  value,  and 
all  was  fpeculation,  fraud,  injuftice,  and  ra- 
pine. 

The  eagernefs  of  European  powers  to  obtaiit 
a  preference  in  the  boafted  commerce  of  Ame-^ 
rica,  added  to  thefe  evils.     An  inundation  of 
manufactures,  tendered  on  eafy  terms  of  cre- 
dit, tempted  the  merchants  to  adventure  in 
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fixTchifes  much    ckcecidmg  their  powers  of  ch  ap^ 
payment.     Debts  were  contrafted  by  fome  to  s^J'Zf/ 
the  full  amount  of  their  claims  on  the  Aitieri-     'J^'J* 
can  government ;  while  the  daily  depreciation 
of  government  fecurity  involved  the  demands 
of  individuals  in  the  general  ftate  of  confufed 
fpeculation.     Thofc  who  were  indebted  to  Bri- 
tifh  merchants  for  conti'a6ts  before  the  war^ 
were  additionally  diftrefled.     By  the  terys  of 
the  peace  all  thefe  debts  were  fo  be  paid; 
money  was  the  onlv  medium,  fince  no  hope 
could  exift  that  a  depreciated  pape^  currency 
would  be  accepted  by  the  merchant  whom  a 
long  and  hazardous  war  had  greatly  injured 
by  delay  and  rifle.    Thus  fpecie  i*apidly  difap- 
peared;  while  the  means  of  reftoring  it  were 
fupprefled  by  the  new  circumftancesof  Ame-» 
rica,  in  confequence  of  her  fepaiation  from  the 
mother  country.      Commercial  treaties  were 
formed  with  Sweden,  Pruffia,  and  the  emperor 
of  Morocco ;  but  the  attempts  to  negotiate 
with  Great  Britain  were  for  fome  time  un- 
fuccefsful.     The  intercourfe  with  the  Weft 
India  Iflands,  from  which,  as  colonjes,  they 
derived  large  fupplies  of  gold  and  filver,  was 
of   courfe    prohibited    by  the    colonial  and 
navigation  fy ftem  of  G  reat  Britain ;  their  fiflie- 
ries    were   unproduftive  in   confequence    of 
the  want  of  the  fame  favourable  markets,  and 
the  difcontinuance  of  Bntiih  bounties;  and 
their  maritime  weaknefs  rendered  unavailing 
their  liberty  of  traffic  in  the  Mediterranean, 
where  they  could  no  longer  proteA  thfemfelve3 
againft  the  Algerine  corfairs.  /thus  furrounded 
by  calamity,  terror,  and  poverty,  the  people 
viewed  with  difguft  the  independfence  which 
they  had  been  taught  fo  highly  to  appreciate ; 
%liey  held  a  degraded  and  precs^rious  rank 
VOL,  III.  Q  a  among 
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CHAP,  among  the  powers  of  the  univerfe,  nor  did 
^^  they  emerge  from  their  difgraceful  fituation, 
»7«3»  till  experience  pointed  out  the  ncceffity  of  a 
permanent  and  general  government,  fufficientlj 
iirong  to  coerce  all  the  memhers  of  the  com* 
mon  wealth,  and  fufficiently  refpeded  to  reftrain 
the  efFufioQS  of  vifionary  theory.  Then  was 
Wafliington  again  called  from  his  domeftic 
retreat,  to  guide  by  his  wifdom  thofe  councils 
which  owed  their  authority  to  his  valour;" 
and  then  the  government  of  America  alTumed 
liability,  and  accjuired  refpeft.  ** 
Power* of  The  powers  of  Europe,  who  had  Joined 
Europe,  without  provocation  in  an  infamous  con/piracy 
againft  Great  Britain,  faw,  even  in  their  fuc- 
cefs,  no  great  caufe  for  felf-gratulation.  They 
had  brought  the  rival  countrj*  to  the  neceffity 
of  accepting  teirms  of  peace,  which  her  own 
legiflators  had  cenfured ;  but  the  triumph  was 
not  attended  with  correfpondent  advantages. 
If  the  hope  of  fupplantin^  or  even  rivalling 
Great  Britain  in  tne  American  trade  animated 
their  efforts;  their  expe^tions  received  a 
fe^ere  Ihock,  even  in  the  progrefs  of  the  con- 
teil,  when  Mr.  Laurens  expended  the  money 
len*  by  France  in  the  purchafe  of  Britiih  ma- 
nufa£tures,  jufiifyinghis  condu6):,  by  pleading 
his  duty  to  buy  the  beft  and  cheapeil  com- 
modities.'  If  the  expe&ation  of  reducing 
England  to  banknq)tcy,  or  defpair,  influenced 
their  condu^  ;  they  muH  have  feen  with  ado- 

I  In  17 So. 

^  Chieny  from  Ramlayy  vol.  ii.  chapters  xxvi.  and  xxvii.  t  hx9t 
alfo  cooAiIted  Sredman,  chapter  xlvi.  and  the  papers  in  the  Aniiiial 
Regiilerand  the  Remembrancer. 

&  See  lord  SbeflieUrs  Obfervatione  on  American  Commerce^  and 
alfoytfae  Commerce  of  America  with  £\ue^,  by  firiflbt  and  ClavieRj 
p.  129.    Engliih  tranHalioB* 
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nifliment  and  anguifh  the  noble  exertion  of  ^^y^' 
national  juftice  in  behalf  of  the  loyalifis,  to  u-v-*-^ 
whofe  claims  was  dev^oted  a  larger  fum  than     '7»j. 
the  whole  debt  which  rendered  America  infol- 
vent;  and  have  beheld  with  furprife  thofe 
public  and  private  exertions  which  promifed 
to  efiace  the  memory  of  a  long  conteft,  by 
providing  amp]e  funds  for  paying  the  intereft 
of  the  increafed  debt,  and  by  givmg  unprece- 
dented extenfion  and  vigour  to  commerce. 

If  the  hope  of  ruining  England  infiigated  France. 
France,  fhe  met,  in  the  immediate  confequences 
of  her  attack,  the  juft  punifhment  of  her  per- 
fidy. The  ruined  ftate  of  her  finances  rendered 
her  the  prey  of  fpeculiils,  and  the  fcom  of 
Europe.  Hardly  was  the  definitive  treaty  ex- 
ecuted when  the  P^iris  bank,  called  the  Caiffe  ad  oa. 
d'EfcomptCj  W2LS  d^lared  infolvent;  and  the 
people  difcovered,  that  the  abfurd  fyftem  of 
economy,  and  avoiding  of  taxes,  on  which  the 
war  had  been  conduced,  was  founded  in  de- 
lufion,  and  led  only  to  ruin  and  difgrace.  In 
a  further  political  refult,  the  French  govern- 
ment fuifered  ftill  more  feverely  for  having 
efpoufed  the  American  revolution;  to  that 
important  confequence  it  is  not  the  duty  of 
the  hiftorian  at  this  period  of  his  work  fpecifi- 
cally  to  revert ;  fufiice  it  to  remark,  that  while 
ipeculations  in  finance,  morality,  and  religion, 
tended  to  raife  feverifli  anxiety,  reprefs  virtuous 
condud,  and  propagate  general  infidelity; 
the  caufe  of  eftabliihed  government  was  daily 
fufiering  hy  the  influence  and  example  of  thofe, 
who,  having  a£led  in  the  American  revolution, 
and  taking  its  events  for  their  theme,  made 
difgraceful  comparifons,  and  in  the  difcnffion 
of  abftraO;  theories,  imparted  to  a  numerous  fac- 
tion in  Prance  hopes  of  a  radical  change,  and  a 
Q  Q  2  new 
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CHAP.  new. government,  if  not  abfolutely  republican, 
XL^   yet  on  a  republican  model, 
*^«s*         Spain,  difappointed  in  all  the  obje6is  of  the 
5pa^?        ^ar,  her  exchequer  beggared  by  its  progrefi, 
and  neither  of  the  propofed  indemnities,  Ja- 
maica Qr  Gibraltar,  obtained,  remained  in  a 
ftate  of  inert  liftleffneft,  awaiting  the  repara- 
tion of  her  fuiferings  rather  from  time  than 
exertion,  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb,  without 
a  political  fyftem  of  her  own,  but  a  veering 
weathercock,   ready  to  be  a£luated  by  every 
guft  from  France, 
Holland.         Holland,  in  admitting  the  afcendency  of 
the   French  party  in  her  counfels,  begj^n  to 
experience  the  tiuth  of  a  prophecy  by  Van 
Beuning,   her  old  patriotic  fupporter  againft 
the  force  of  Louis  XIV. ;  that  whenever  ihe 
Ihould  forego  her  connexion  with  England, 
/he  might  date  from  that  day  the  lofs  of  her 
political  importance,     Holland  was  the  only 
power  in  the  confederacy  againft  Great  Britain, 
who .  paid  for  her  treachery  by  an  uncompen- 
"fated  furrender  of  territory:  her  fituatiou  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  was  truly  deplora- 
ble; all  her  colonies,  which  had  been  taken 
hy  England,  were  recaptured  by  France,  and 
formed  a  depofit  in  the  hands  of  that  crafty 
power,  to  infure  placid  obedience  to  fuch  terms 
as  advantage  might  dictate.     Holland,    thus 
obliged  to  fubmit,  remained  without  a  compen- 
fation  for  the  ruin  of  her  commerce,  and  plun- 
der of  her  fettlements,  and  an  indignant  wit- 
nefs  of  her  own  degradation,  in  confequence  of 
the  augmenting  importance  of  Oftend. 
Condoa  of      In  granting  numerous  freedoms  of  the  town 
?he  Imperial  2^Q(j  pQrt  of  Qftcnd,  the  cmperor  fagacioufly 
couru.       derived  advantage  from  his  neutrality ;  but  his 
^  general  conduft  ^\d  not  <iifplay  a  fcheme  of 

?nlarge4 
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enlarged prmaenanimouspdlitics.  Henolonger  chap. 
Jpllowed  the  fyfte^n  of  refilling  the  encroach-  ^^^^ 
ments  of  great  powers  on  the  political  balance  ly^v 
of  Europe,  but  evading  the  difficulties  of  an 
improduftive  conteft,  adopted,  in  combination 
.with  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  the  mean  policy  of 
attacking  the  weak,  in  hopes  to  augment  his 
ftrength  by  their  plunder.  A  joint  attack  on  the 
TurlS  was  meditated ;  and  in  the  eager  purfuit 
of  that  objefl,  a  defire  to  avoid  offence,  oc- 
caiioned  a  tacit  renunciation  of  tlie  new  naval 
code.  The  principles  were  mentioned  by  the 
mediators  of  the  definitive  treaty;  but  Mr. 
Fitzherbert,  admonifhed  by  Sir  James  Hams, 
refilled  the  introduftion  of  the  fyllem,  and  con- 
vinced M.  de  Breteuil,  that  it  was  not  lefs  in- 
jurious to  the  interefts  of  France,  than  to  thof^ 
of  England. 

Perhaps  the  acquiefcence  of  the  imperial  Great  jri. 
courts  on  this  fubjeft,  originated  in  the  hope  of  ^^ 
iuterefting   Great  Britain   in   their  projefted 
conteft;  but  theminiftry,  refenting  the  evafive 
a»d  felfifli  policy  purfued  by  thofe  powers  dur- 
ing the  war,  refufed  to  comply  with  their  views, 
•  unlefs  fome  more  frank  and  decifive  mode  of 
conduft  was  adopted.     Mr.  Fox  enjoined  the 
Britiili  minifter  at  Vienna,  to  obferve  a  cautious, 
referve,  and  evade  inquifitive  interrogatories. 
He  was  to  employ  his  fagacity  in  difcovering 
the  true  fituation  of  affairs 'between  France  and 
Auftria ;    and  if  theie  fliould  appear  a  probabi- 
lity of  diffolving  that  connexion,  it  M'ould  be  • 
the  duty  of  Englifh  minifters  to  promote  fo 
defirable  an  objeft,     "  The  line  of  condu6l 
marked  out  for  you,"  he  obferved  "  is  briefly 
.this:  every  thing  is  to  be  faid  and  done,  that 
can  contribute  to  break  the  connexion  between 
fraftce  ftud  Auftria,     When  that  connexion 
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CHAP,  ifliall  be  broken,  every  aflifiance  will  be  given 
3CLVL  ihoTt  of  aftual  war ;  till  that  connexion^  ihalt 
J7»a.     be  broken  — ^  nothing.'"* 

Tii£8£  prudent  refolutions  were  no  lefi  be* 
coming  than  neceflary  to  Great  Britain,  afier 
fo  expenfive  a  war,  in  which  ilie  had  been  ^ 
unjuftly  attacked,  and  her  interefls  fo  balely 
deferted  by  thofe  powers,  who  owed  her  the 
greatefl  obligations.    The  national  debt  was 
locreafed  during  the  conteft  by  nearly  a  hun* 
dred  and  fixteen  millions  of  money;   but  the 
good  faith  of  the  nation,  purfued  without  devia- 
tion, and  ihewn  in  every  crifis,  facilitated  the 
difcovery  of  refourccs  for  fecuring  the  intereft, 
and  finally  annihilating  the  principal  of  this 
enormous  burtlien.     The  exigency  required, 
however,  to  be  met  witli  finnnefs,  wifdom,  and 
temperance;    as  even  the  flighteft  agitation  of 
the  public  mind  on  fo  delicate  a  topic,  would 
have  been  attended  with  fatal  confequences* 
iBtmifw        KvEHY  advantage  might  be  expected  from 
«ifMr.       the  national  honour,  and  from  the  perfonal 
^*^      charader  of  the  fovereign,  whofe  love  of  peace 
king.         could   only  be  fufpended   by  the  purfuit  of 
honour  and  of  juftice.     When  he  had  reluc- 
tantly adopted  the  refolution,  which  proved 
the  means  of  ending  the  war,  it  became  a  part 
of  his  fyftem ;    and  the  fame  upright  firmnefs 
of  mind,  which  made  him  unwilling  to  receive 
terms  of  peace,  attended  with  a  difmemberment 
of  his    hereditary   dominions,  rendered   him 
ftrenuous  in  adhering  to  them,  when  impofed 
by  neceflity,  and  the  voice  of  his  people.     His 
majefty's  views  on  this  fubjeft  were  clearly  and 
nobly  explained,  when  IMr.  Adams,  as  envoy 
from  the  IFnited  States  of  America,  obtained 
his  firft  audience.    The  king  declared,  he  an- 

^  Letter  from  Mr.  Fox,  fecretary  of  (bte,  to  Sir  R.  M.  Keidi. 
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ticipated  the  interview  as  the  moft  critical  mo-  c  h  a  P« 
ment  of  his   life,  but    he  received  the  new  v^i;^[Ij 
minifier  with  gracious  affability.     "  I  was  the     t7*3« 
laft  man  in  the  kingdom,  Sir,"  he  faid,   "  to 
confent  to  the  independence  of  America ;  but 
now  it  is  granted,  I  fliall  be  the  lad  man  in  the 
world   to  fan6iion  a  violation  of  it."     This- 
noble  and  dignified  fentiment^  joined  witli  the 
general  deportment  of  the  king,  formed  fuch 
a  refutation  of  the  calumnies  againft  him,  by 
which  revolt  had  been  rendered  popular,  that 
Mr.  Adams  retired  agitated  and  affefted  in  the 
higheil  degree ;  he  expreflcd,  before  he  quitted 
the  palace,  his  fenfe  of  the  king's  gracious 
demeanour,  and  always  retained  a  flrong  at- 
tachment to  his  perfon  and  charafter,' 

Other  fubjeds  unconnefted  with  war,  peace, 
or  finance,  engaged  the  utmoft  vigour  of  fpc- 
culation  and  rage  of  difcuflion.  Party  con- 
tefts  were  now  purfued  with  unufual  acrimony; 
the  rage  of  reform  extended  to  the  very  bafis  and 
vitals  of  the  conftitution.  The  aflfairs  of  India, 
which  had  been  for  a  confiderable  time  in  a 
ftatc  of  invefti^ation,  foon  claimed  uncommon 
exertions  on  the  part  of  the  legiflature,  while 
new  objects  arifing  in  the  political  horizon,  led 
to  an  era  Hill  more  eventful  and  momentous, 
than  that  to  which  the  attention  of  the  reader 
has  been  direded. 

Reviewing  the  period  comprized  in  the  Genmi 
prefent  narrative,  we  find  the  kingdom  in-  »«««*», 
volved  in  difficulties  of  the  utmoft  magnitude. 
A  combination  of  talent  and  influence,  form- 
ing an  oppofition  to  the  court,  which  drove 
from  the  helm,  in  eight  years,  five  lifts  of  mi- 
nifters,  befidesoccafiouingfubordinate  changes; 
the  populace  impelled  to  the  extremes  of  vio- 

^Fiom  pri?at»JBbnDatioOt 

lence 


600  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND.   GEO.  lit 

^yj^'  Icnce,  and  the  verge  of  infurreft ion,  while  the  ad- 
^-^y-O  minift ration  of  the  laws  appeared  too  feeble  to 
'^'^*  reftrain  their  exceffes;  the  ftability  of  govern- 
ment fcarcely  reftored,  when  the  paflions  of  the 
nation  were  engaged  by  a  rebellion  in  the  Ame- 
rican colonies,  aided  in  its  progrefs  by  thofe 
who  are  called  the  natural  enemies,  and  thofe 
who  ought  to  be  the  natural  allies  of  Great 
Britain ;  the  contentions  of  party  maintained 
during  this  confli^  with  increafed  fervour,  and 
the  conduft  of  the  revolters  juftified  and  ^- 
plauded  by  able  and  refolute  parliamentary 
advocates ;  the  war  unfuccefsful,  the  peace 
cenfured  as  inglorious ;  yet  the  occupations  of 
commerce,  th^  calls  of  juilice,  the  duties  of  the 
fubje6t,  and  the  cares  of  government,  purfued 
with  unabated  vigour  and  philofophic  tempe- 
rance. What  could  produce  thefe  aftonifhing 
effe6ls  ?  what  enfure,  in  fuch  acrifis,  the  fafety 
both  of  government  and  liberty,  but  the  fpirit 
of  the  Britiih  conftitiition,fo  admirably  adapted 
to  the  prefervation  of  both  ?*  Protefted  by  that 
conftitution,  all  claffes  concurred  in  their  en- 
deavoui-s  to  heal  the  wounds  inflifted  by  war 
in  the  bofom  of  their  country,  and  foon  found 
their  cares  repaid  with  fuccefs  beyond  their 
hopes.  Hoftile  confederacies  may  again  me- 
nace, and  internal  diffenfions  may  again  plant 
inveteracy  between  leaders  of  political  parties; 
but  the  great  intei  efts  of  the  ftate,  the  ftability 
of  law,  and  the  full  enjoyment  of  freedom, 
can  never  be  impan-ed,  while  Great  Britain 
preferves  inviolate  that  fource  of  greatnefs, 
and  fpring  of  happinefs, — her  ineftimable  con- 
ftitution. 

FINIS. 


Luke  Hanfard,  Printer, 
Great  TurpHiie,  Linc»lo'<«lBn  Fltldt« 
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